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Busick, Paul E.  

Don:

Phil

The

cc:UKitty Higgins & Anne McGuire; Jack Gibbons & Cliff Gabriel; Melanne Verveer & Nicole Rahner; Al

Maldon; Laura Marcus

Page 1

Subject:
Date:

Busick, Paul E.
@EXECSEC - Executive Secretary 
/R, Records at Al; @GWI - Gulf War Illnesses; ©DEFENSE - Defense Policy; ©INTEL - 
intelligence Programs; ©LEGAL - Legal Advisor; ©LEGISLAT - Legislative Affair; 
©PLANNING - Strat Plan & Comm: ©PRESS - Public Affairs; ©NSA - Natl Security

From: 
To:
Cc:

A Tew Items of note..,

1) We have received a draft copy of the GAO report called for in the '97 defense authorization act 
analyzing the effectiveness of the government’s clinical cars and medical research programs relating to 
possible Gulf War-related illnesses. It is addressed to the Senate Armed Services Committee and the House 
National Security Committee. The draft is critical of PAC and agency activities. The chief criticism is that 
the delays and missteps in developing a coherent approach to GWI issues (more recent improvements are 
acknowledged in a revised draft) have resulted in clinical and research strategies which will not resolve the 
most important questions about the causes and treatment ot Gulf War-related illnesses. The report 
gonclwdsei that only mora targeted research based on better information on the degree and nature of troop 
exposure to harmful substances will be able to eliminate alternative explanations and lead to better clinical 
treatment of Gulf War illnesses.

2) The PAC response (to the initial draft) was very pointed and rebutted many of GAO's criticisms
of their conclusions in a point-by-point 10-page letter. After some significant back:and-forth, DOD sent a 
partial concurrence to the revised draft, acknowledging their earlier failures, but pointing out they are 
currently addressing the problems noted in the findings. VA asked for an extension which was not 
forthcoming. They are drafting a response which they plan to send to GAO Monday taking exception to 
those findings they feel are in error. I am monitoring closely and have pressed VA to push back on GAO 
where there is factual error, or where they have failed to adequately account for current activity. Phil 
Shenon is aware Of the GAO draft, called the PAC from Brussels for a comment, (but didn t get one), so 
we may see a piece on it this weekend.

3) Ideally, the exposure modelling recently concluded at Dugway will help enable us to address
some of the GAO report's criticisms as well. The Dugway tests were small scale demolitions of 9 stacked 
rockets. The tapes show several slow motion flyaways and warheads cracking on impact and leaking into 
the ground, as opposed to the vaporization many in the media expected. This is "good news" as it means 
there was less chemical warfare agent in the air to be dispersed over troops in the area. The data is still 
very preliminary as DOD/C1A have to scale-up the demolition model to the larger stacks actually destroyed, 
then apply that info to a meteorological model developed separately. That will then be compared to troop 
locator data which is also being significantly improved to determine who might actually have been exposed. 
All of this is scheduled for completion by 20/21 July and will be publicly briefed.

4) David Martin of CBS will probably have a piece on the evening news about the Dugway tests. 
Martin told CBS they'd, "probably like the story", indicating they were impressed with the vigor level of 
effort and detail with which CIA and DOD are pursuing the issue. CBS is likely to conclude that fewer 
people were actually exposed than had previously been thought, though DOD and CIA say its too early to 
make that determination.

5) I will meet with a large group of VSO's next Wednesday morning at VA to participate in a 
briefing of the DOD Birth Defect study recently published in the New England Journal of Medicine, 
objective is to give them the facts for their consideration prior to their summer conventions. I will also 
highlight POTUS' continuing commitment to the issue.

06/13/97 FRI 18:38 FAX 00000000000

intelligence Programs; ©LEGAL - Legal Advisor; ©LEGISLAT - Legislative Affair; 
©PLANNING - Strat Plan & Comm: ©PRESS - Public Affairs; ©NSA - Natl Seem 
Advisor
GWI Update Bulletin... [UNCLASSIFIED]
Friday, June 13, 1997 6:28PM
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- Defense Policy; @GWI - Gulf War Illnesses; @INTEL - Intelligence 
OLEGAL - Legal Advisor; ©LEGISLAT - Legislative Affairs; ©NSA - I
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cc: Kitty Higgins & Anne McGuire; Jack Gibbons & Cliff Gabriel; Melanne Verveer & Nicole Rabner; Al 

Maldon; Laura Marcus

From:
To; 
Cc:

Subject:
Date:

ZS? c^nTprogra^ aid* ™ d
could resolve as many points ■>r.<w«e'^.~ Afl*2n"l°“ln
So irrlme’ests",y in^findno the eause or causes of the illnesses and any recommendations that will help 

us improve our program.
3) We'll provide a more complete update later this evening when reports from the GAO meetings 

and press availability are available.

Paul ----- - - -

Don:

Here's a quick status report on events today: 

Busick, Paul E.
©EXECSEC - Executive Secretary
©DEFENSE - Defense Policy; ©GWI - Gulf War Illnesses; ©INTEL - Intelligence 
Programs; ©LEGAL - Legal Advisor; ©LEG1SLAT - Legislative Affairs; ©NSA - Natl 
Security Advisor; ©PLANNING - Strat Plan & Comm; ©PRESS - Public Affairs; /R 
Records
GWI Update Bulletin,.. [UNCLASSIFIED]
Monday, June 16, 1997 3:17PM

seeking out answers to the problems and his personal concerns. DOD is going to make Dr. Rostkerl their

GAO has said they need to do things differently that may in fact already be in progress.

SKSK tlw'i'/reMft accurately reflect the state of play as to what th.
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Busick, Paul E.

Subject:

Don: I

would some other group/body be likely to do this anyway? (Congress, other?)If no:

Paul 

i

1

cc: Thurgood Marshall, Jr./Ann McGuire; Jack Glbbons/Cliff Gabriel; Melanne Verveer/Nicole Rabner; Al Maldon; Laura 
Marcus

3) I would appreciate thoughts from ail addressees by Friday so that I might be able to pull together an options paper to 
focus our thinking early next week.

Busick, Paul E.
Wednesday, August 06, 1997 6:09 PM
Kerrick, Donald L.; ©EXECSEC - Executive Secretary
©DEFENSE - Defense Policy; ©INTEL - Intelligence Programs; ©LEGAL - Legal Advisor; „ , ........ strat p|gn &

NE/Snuth Asia;

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Recognizing the independence of the PAC, and the near certainty they will recommend continued oversight, should we try 
to orchestrate an outcome before the PAC hearing or see what we get and then respond?

1) The PAC holds its final public hearing on SEP 4 and 5. As expected, the agenda consists of a final review of progress 
on the recommendations they made in their final report last January, and updates on several investigations ongoing 
primarily within DOD. Of significant concern is the PAC staff’s preliminary view that the Committee is very likely to 
conclude that DOD still requires considerable oversight of its efforts to investigate events that occurred in the Gulf War 
that may have bearing on veterans’ illnesses and of DOD's implementation of many of the PAC's recommendations, 
particularly with respect to medical monitoring issues.

2) That outcome raises the issue of how we might wish to respond to a recommendation for continued oversight. While 
the variety of possibilities is large, there are several broad categories from which to choose to begin to focus our thought

©legislat - Legislative Affairs; ©NSa - Natl security Advisor; ©PLANNING - 
Comm; ©PRESS - Public Affairs; @GWI - Gulf War Illnesses; ©NFSASIA - NF/: 
Bolan, Christopher J.
GWI Update Bulletin... [UNCLASSIFIED]

process, including the following questions.
Do we want continued oversight?
If yes: should it be "Presidential" In nature?(extend the PAC or daughter of PAC?) 

should it provide oversight to all agencies or just DOD?
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Don:

md HHS, and the absolute requirement of a strong follow-through 
I made it clear that the overall DOD response to the PAC

Page 1

cc: Kitty Higgins & Ann McGuire; Jack Gibbons & Cliff Gabriel; Melanne Verveer & Nicole Rabner; Al 
Maldon

From:
To:
Cg:

Subject:
Date:

Busick, Paul E.
©EXECSEC - Executive Secretary
/R, Record at Al; @GWI - Gulf War Illnesses; ©DEFENSE - Defense Policy; ©LEGAL - 
Legal Advisor: ©LEGISLAT-Legislative Affairs; ©PLANNING - Strat Plan &. Comm; 
©PRESS - Public Affairs; ©NSA - Natl Security Advisor
GWI Update Bulletin... [UNCLASSIFIED]

Wednesday, February 05, 1997 7:15PM

1) As reported last evening, SENs Specter and Rockefeller announced the hire of Michael Rotko for
a one-year investigation into Gulf War Illnesses. We understand they've also asked the Rules Committee 
for authority to hire up to 20 additional people to form a "special investigation unit" within the Committee 
staff. SEN Rockefeller's press release says it is to look at allegations of "inadequate health care at VA 
facilities," and the "Pentagon’s lack of credibility" in its investigative efforts. SEN Specter's release says 
the investigation will look at "the adequacy, focus and conclusions of the... research [portfolio]...," the 
extent to which DOD will "...account for its failure to provide all information on the use or destruction of 
Iraqi chemical and biological weapons...," whether vets were "subjected to experimental vaccines...," and 
why so many vets "report that VA treatment... is ineffective."

2) I briefed the Joint Chiefs today on my sense of the "White House" view on GWI issues. Dr. 
Rostker also presented an update on his efforts to investigate past events in the Gulf War. I commended 
DOD for its efforts since November, and then stressed the need for openness, continued commitment, the 
need to act cooperatively with VA and HHS, and the absolute requirement of a strong follow-through to 
implement PAC recommendations. I made it Clear that the overall DOD response to the PAC 
recommendations will ultimately be the litmus test for the public in terms of whether DOD restores its 
damaged credibility. The Chairman is clearly engaged on the GWI problem.

3) I met with Bob Tyrerlsp?), SEC Cohen's chief of staff, for about an hour with both Rostker and 
Scott Harris. I made roughly the same points (as in #2 above), and praised both Dr. Rostker and Dr. White 
for their efforts. He confirmed the Secretary's interest in the issue. I also raised the issue of the 
Specter/Rockefeller announcement today, and pointed out that there were 2 IGs and an Intel Oversight 
investigation already in progress. SEC Cohen stepped into the meeting for a few minutes to express his 
interest and appreciation for our efforts.

4) DOD thinks the "Eye on America" segment on Khamisiyah will now air Friday because of interest 
in both the Army's Sergeant Major sexual harassment allegations and DOD budget politics.

5) As reflected in several recent press reports, the "Khamisiyah cohort" (i.e., those within 50 km of 
ths event) may increase in size from approximately 25k to almost 40k owing to DOD's receiving 
information that GEN McCaffrey's entire division was within the 50km zone. Dr. Rostker's team is 
evaluating this information and will send out as many additional notifications and surveys as necessary to 
all of the new personnel identified.


