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Potential Visit to Maya Biosphere Reserve, Peten 

Possible Bvents Itinerary above, cosbines:

- a visit to San Andres Eco Escuela. 
business vhere *ost partners are vosen.

a successful, worker-owned 
Representatives of other

- a ceremony for beneficiaries receiving land titles^ 
are predominantly indigenous ma_ 
several women's groups in the area.

______ ' . Recipients 
iyan and the project works with
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Peten is Guatemala's largest department, one-third of the nation, 
site of one of Central America's largest undisturbed tropical 
forests, "the Maya Bioshpere Reserve", and an area of intense 
violence during the internal conflict. Potential for conflict 
remains high due to extreme poverty, lack of infrastructure and 
services, and lack of civilian authority to apply law and order. 
USG programs are addressing these needs while at the same time 
conserving the Reserve's parks and biodiversity.

The Maya Biosphere Project: Since 1989, USAID has been assisting 
the Guatemalan government to establish a park service (CONAP) and 
national park system. The Maya Biosphere Reserve (MBR) was legally 
established in 1990 to conserve tropical forests, wetlands and 
hundreds of mayan archeological sites in the northernmost 20% of 
Guatemala's national territory. The area was then, and continues 
to be, under extreme pressure due to many illicit activities and 
a rapidly advancing agricultural frontier. Under the Maya 
Biosphere Project, USAID supports the government and US based 
environmental organizations such as CARE, The Nature Conservancy 
and Conservation International. The Project has focused on park 
management, creation of economic incentives for more sustainable 
land uses, land titling, and devolution of forest management to 
local communities. This $47 million ($27m from USAID and the rest 
from GOG and NGOs) project also promotes improvements in the policy 
framework affecting the environment at the national level.

summary: A day-long trip would provide a first-hand look at one 
of the most challenging yet successful efforts to promote 
conservation of forests and biodiversity in Latin America. The 
visit also offers a look at work to support a critical aspect of 
the peace accords: access to land. Depending on time and 
interest, the first lady could participate in ceremonies related to 
land titling and park infrastructure, and visit with school groups 
(environmental ed) and women participating in small business 
activities compatible with the Reserve.

Proposed itinerary (7 am to 7 pm): Early am plane flight to Flores 
airport (1 hr); transfer to helicopter and flight for meeting with 
women entrepreneurs and community land titling ceremony; flight and 
visit to Tikal with GOG counterparts/officials; return to Guatemala 
or overnight in Tikal Park.
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womens' groups developing more sustainable small enterprises would 

be present.

- The Tikal Park stop will provide an opportunity to visit one of 
the premier parks in Central America and to meet with NGOs and GOG 
officials.

02/28/1888 18:30
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and funding of local community infrastructure. The program works 
through and strengthens local assistance and credit organizations 
to reach an estimated 70,000 people by the year 2002. children are 
involved through a program of environmental education. Conflict 
resolution is another key element in the CHF approach where small 
infrastructure projects have been used to bring people together and

heal old wounds.

Woman BntraBreiieiirs: The program focuses on indigenous women, both 
through direct assistance to individual entrepreneurs and through 
developing and empowering local women's organizations. The trip

has also cone to symbolize successful conflict resolution as 
excombatants, returnees who fled to Mexico and those who stayed
CAUUlWa uaiiuo f a, wv—---------- . - • .
during the violence have all come together to build it.
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proposes visits to a sampling of woman owned enterprises in the 
major town of Cantabal, including a store and community center.

Potential Visit to the Ixcan

-------Tha proposed half day field visit highlights the historic 
end to* Central America's series of long and bloody civil wars, 

including 35 years of conflict in Guatemala, and would allow the 
First Lady to witness and support the significant and effective 
USAID program to assist the Guatemalan Peace Process. A major 
element in the program is the work implemented in the Ixcan by the 
US-based Community Housing Foundation (CHF). The proposed site 
visit would present successful work with indigenous women 
entrepreneurs and would provide an opportunity to officially 
inaugurate a new Bailey bridge which will for the first time allow 
road transport for villages previously only accessible by river.

The Xzean: The Ixcan is a remote and extremely poor area just 
south of the Mexican border populated primarily by indigenous Mayan 
Indians. During the war, much of the population was either killed, 
fled across the Mexican border or escaped to other parts of 
Guatemala. With the signing of the Peace Accords, people are 
returning to the area where they are now learning new skills, and 
receiving technical assistance and credit to start their lives 
anew. The area is a major geographic focus for the USAID Mission's 
$240 million commitment to support the Guatemalan Peace Process. 
The Peace Accords were signed in December of 1996. USAID is one of 
the first and major donors to commit funds and resources to bring 
about a lasting peace by addressing the inequalities and injustice 
behind the years of bloody conflict.

The Project: The CHF activity which began in early 1996, will 
increase both on and off-farm incomes through a combination of 
technical assistance, provision of credit, assistance in marketing 
and fundino of local community infrastructure. The program works

Page 4 Job 015
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Logistics: The trip would take roughly 6 hours and would include 
travel by helicopter froe Guateula City to Cantabal, the largest 
town in the Ixcan and the site of the women entrepreneurs and then 
on to the inauguration of the bridge.
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Texas and Guatemalan students

By Angela Shah

c.1999 Cox News Service

AUSTIN, Texas  The bark from the family dog was a brief and
useless signal.

year, when dawn comes more quickly,

friends and family members disappeared during an often brutal civil 
war. Many, like Jochula1s father, were taken for suspected

stop the military at

how to rewrite them.

democratic governments functioning: budget boards, legislative 
?*” S hl n A r*! 1 d C* ■P -r> _ i

the time. But some, 
happening again.

I
I

early spring, a group of soldiers stormed her one-story white house 
in the rural Guatemalan farming town of Patzun. They bound and 
dragged off her father. Her mother screamed in protest. Young

GUATEMALAl5 -COX
Bringing Government 301 to life:
lead UT democracy project
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1985, in a leap 
, now

r°f_^mOSt /our. Reades, generations of Guatemalans watched as
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Following guidelines in peace accords signed in 1996, ah' 
students from the University of Texas and two Guatemalanabout 80

universities are helping the Guatemalan Congress“of Deputies decide 
which o_ the country's 12,000 laws to expunge, which to rewrite and

As Magdalena, then 9,

Profile: LGROSS / General / USAID Today

The day they took my father away was April 9, ■’noc' - 
2’-_~ said Magdalena Jochula,

witii_a $3 million grant from_the U.S. Agency for International 
pey_el^mehFZuLAg_directing theT^r^T^temriaf~7tridgH^ in 
the GuatemalanModernizatipn Proiect. Th adefTH^TM l^Fmakjng----
they are setting up the sometimes mundane apparatus that keeps ' 

research agencies and the staffs to operate~them7'

Guatemala's young adults are at the forefront of an effort to 
create a nation of their own, 175 years after Guatemala's 
independence from Spain.

involvement in liberation theology, a Christian philosophy used to 
free people from economic, social or political injustice.

Most^Guatemalans couldn't do anything to stop the military at 
like Jochula, are attempting to prevent it from

and her family slept in the cold night of

in the rural Guatemalan farming town of Patzun. They bound and 
dragged off her father. Her mother screamed in protest. Young 
Magdalena watched, silent and stunned.
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technical assistance unit, budget analysis 
committees and a ■"delegislative' ' group t
or obsolete laws.

" 'All of us in the p:

everything.'

'One of the questions is what is the citizenship of those

---------  UelXK1Iig Wien internationalegional groups that can provide expertise on such laws in other

Some 
said Todd, 

people

countries, Guatemala fought a 

: government of its 
a democratic 
^rebellion 
d/with urban 
ered a deep 

s 10 million,

luring those 3 6 years?'

jrqgrarr  
change our country, • ' s^d Ana__M&diiia.,\a Guatemal 
Dversees the legislative research organization. '

— - — — —c- —' 1 he
country (is) governed more by tradition and custom

meet with local public
. . --------------to gather

Jochula is working on drafting adoption laws, 
c. and is talking with international and

entral American countries and around the world?" " wunex

'ram are dreaming always that we can
a Guatemalan student who 

. — "The laws are

Like other Central American < ‘ L__,
repressive Spain to set up a mostly repressive goveiuu, 
own. Other than intermittent spurts when Guatemala had 
government, its history is ripe with episodes of neaean. 
against government oppression. The power has alwaysTlie 
elite, primarily the Spanish upper-class. This has fd 
mistrust of government for the majority of Guatemala- 
largely indigenous residents.

dchula and another team of students will i..^-
ervice agencies and international relief organizations
nput. For example, 7 ’ '
hich Guatemala doesn’t have

"The history of Guatemala is the history of top-down rule 
added. So, the "<-------‘------'
than by formal law.’-

a bill being filed. Right now, they 

?° m?re- A third of those requests'are^aimed^at

are questions of how

a nation,'’ said Reginald 
.j program's operations in

The students started creating a database last year of the 
thousands of laws passed in Guatemala since 1871. Getting the 
message out to Guatemalans^ who speak more than 23 dialects is 
difficult.

Yet, the students believe they can help create a democratic 
system of government. Todd likens the modernization program to an 
incubator hatching different governmental bodies: a legislative

i group, legislative
group to eliminate conflicting

FEB-22-1999 14:35 Rfl/LRC/EMT 202 647 9480
ouuuenc volunteers  most of whom are between 20 and 25 

.years old _ are invaluable consultants.

"They are midwives in the birth of u
Todd, a UT staff member who heads the
Guatemala City.

Students such as Medina, 26, research requests by Guatemalan 
Lawmakers that could lead to a bill being filed. Right now, they 
iave completed 70 legislative studies on potential bills and have 

vanishing Guatemala's ghosts. But there also  '
:o prosecute those guilty of torture, kidnapping or extra-legal’ 
filing. Others deal with more practical concerns.

'Many in the guerrilla movement moved to southern Mexico 
tarried Mexican citizens, had children born in Mexico,'’

Guatemala has been ruled by a legal system imposed by Spain, 
Todd said.
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gone

I The legislative modernization program also gives Guatemalan 
students the tn rTrr  

.-Tt 3 -lccixja cuts uieundnics or now oills are
processed and filed. The experience is also giving her the chance

deputy in the one-house Guatemalan Congress. Self-effacing and 
C ca "I "F _ r-'O-n -F 4 H ^,1-  ___ j iself-confident,

TOTAL P.04
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s support.

with 
idealism

, students the chance to study at UT and work in government jobs in 
Austin. Medina has an internship in the Texas Senate office of 

and^enroHing to learn the mechanics of how bills are 
]T-- -- ----------- u.

ito practice English, she said.

Jochula, who will finish law school next year, wants to become a 

she says she wants to be her country~s~president.

Sykes said Jochula has inspired her.

More than anything, I learned about the importance of strength 
of character and perseverance," Sykes said. "Magda has the most 
incredible attitude that I have ever encountered. She finds the 
positive m even the most tragic aspects of her life."

Story Filed By Cox Newspapers

For Use By Clients of the New York Times News Service

NYT-02-14-99 1752EST
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etiorts.is tne eagerness of the Guatemalan government'

The legislative project also opens up an exchange program 
between the Guatemalan students and UT students studying law 
public affairs and other subjects. y z

Sally Sykes, a UT law and public affairs student who worked 
Jochula in Guatemala City last summer, said the students' 
is the key for making the democracy work.

Lariviere agreed. "We’ve sent some pretty tough and I don't 
want to say jaded let's say experienced  faculty down there, and 
every single one of them comes back full of enthusiasm, and a glint 
m their eye they didn't have before," he said. ‘"It's that 3 
idealism and that genuine belief that (the students) can do 
something consequential that's infectious."

Already, 20 of the 80 students have been hired as full-time 
staff in the Guatemalan Congress, Todd said. Another 10 have 
on to graduate school, and 10 other students are working for 
international organizations.
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February 2,1999

Dear Mrs. Clinton,

Mrs. Clinton, while I share this concern, I must also say that I am pleased and yes, envious, to know that 
you will be traveling to the country which, long ago, captured my heart. It is the place I consider my 
second home. I am sure that there will be many official responsibilities while you are there, but I do hope 
that you have the opportunity to see something of the richness of the REAL Guatemala. A visit to a 
Mayan village is where you will get a glimpse of this reality. It is in such a space that you would see and 
feel the hidden beauty of a cultured people, especially the children. To so much of the world, you are 
“The First Lady,” but among the indigenous you would be treated as the complete human being that you 
are. This is what the children would find in you; this is what they would celebrate—that you are, in the 
most important of ways, one of them—someone created by their Mayan God.

What I do not know is why the fact that I was illegally detained, raped and tortured in Guatemala has 
resulted in my own government's continual attack upon me. My most recent "reward” for asking for 
what is my obvious right to know was an invasion of my privacy. A private choice I made as a result of 
the repeated rapes, one that was my business and no one else's, was used as a weapon to try to break me 
physically, mentally and spiritually. Mrs. Clinton, I share this with you, not for sympathy but with a 
sincere hope that you will know that you are not alone. Many of us walk with and beside you as you 
continue to weather the cruel storms of injustice.

Sister Dianna Ortiz, OSU
708 Rock Creek Church Road, NW 

Washington, DC 20010 
(202) 291-4371

Allow me to begin by expressing my heartfelt respect. I have watched from afar as you meet your 
responsibilities each day with both strength and dignity. Yet, I know the cost to you is great and that you 
live with a pain that others cannot know. The unscrupulous have turned so much of your life, as well as 
that of your family, into an open book. This injustice both saddens and outrages me. Mrs. Clinton, you 
and I may be very different, yet we have been linked by a common thread of injustice. That which we 
as Americans hold so dear, has been taken from us—the right to privacy. My heart goes out to you. I 
know what it is like to be the object of character assassination carried out under the guise of an “impartial 
investigation.” I know what it is like to be powerless in trying to protect my constitutional right to 
privacy. I, too, know what it is like to be betrayed by government officials who lay claim to upholding 
the very values that our country was founded on.

rv/s

Recently, I learned that you and the President will be traveling to Guatemala in early February. Please 
allow me to share a concern which is being expressed within the community of non-governmental 
organizations. Simply put, our own experience in the area leads us to suspect that the administration will 
be fed false or misleading information about the peace process and the human rights situation in 
Guatemala.
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I send you blessings of peace,

Sister Dianna Ortiz, OSU

*

As a small token of my esteem, I am sending you a copy of Ricardo Falla’s, The Story of a Great Love, 
about the indigenous people of Guatemala. I am very fond of this work, as I hope my Foreword to it 
indicates. My very best wishes to you and the President on your trip.

Yet, in the midst of all this beauty, this gentleness and love, these same lovely children stand wounded 
by fear, violence, hunger, lynchings, kidnappings and the same unjust system which is protecting the 
killers of Monsenor Gerardi. I hope that while you are meeting with Guatemalan officials, you may raise 
questions about that investigation.

Perhaps you might raise my own case, as well. While I did receive some government documents after 
our meeting in April, 1996, most were irrelevant, lacking new information, although they did make clear 
that a smear campaign against me had been initiated by Guatemalan and U.S. officials. Thus, I know 
something of my government's effort to destroy me with its lies. However, I still know nothing of my 
Guatemalan torturers or their American boss, Alejandro, If you do raise my case, I am aware that you 
may be told that I have not cooperated, that I may be hiding something, that everything I have said is a 
lie. Mrs. Clinton, from the moment I managed to flee my captors, I have spoken the truth, as I do today. 
The accusations against me are not true. Certainly, false accusations are not foreign to you either. I 
make this request of you not only in my own name but that of the Guatemalan people. Those of us who 
have suffered do have the right to know the truth.

Some time ago, the Guatemalan government was provided with the names of present and former military 
who were most probably involved in his death. Instead of investigating these persons, the government has 
insisted that his death was non-political. First, the accused was a poor man who was so physically 
impaired that he was incapable of committing the crime. While he was still being detained, Father 
Orantes, who lived in the house with the bishop was accused of the murder, together with his infirmed and 
decrepit “attack dog," Baloo. Then, with Father Orantes still in jail, a gang was alleged to have killed 
Monsenor Gerardi. Most recently, there has been a return to the Church, as an official in the Archbishops 
Office is to be the “intellectual author” of the crime in a dispute over money. Finally, I should add, the 
government has studiously avoided investigating the claim by the best known death squad, Jaguar 
Justiciero, that it killed the bishop. It might be interesting to know what explanation would be offered to 

you.


