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MARC GROSSMAN
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the Executive Secretary of the Department of State on January 22, 
to assuming these duties, he was the Principal Deputy Assistant Sc

i

September 1994

Marc Grossman became Special Assistant to the Secretary of State and 
the Executive Secretary of the Department of State on January 22,1993. Prior 
to assuming these duties, he was the Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary of 
State for Political Military Affairs. He was Deputy Chief of the United States 
Mission in Turkey July 1989 to June 1992. He had served as Executive 
Assistant to Deputy Secretary of State John C. Whitehead from September 
1986 to January 1989.

From May to November of 1980, Mr. Grossman was Deputy Special 
Advisor to President Carter. From July 1979 to May 1980, he was a Staff 
Assistant in the State Department’s Bureau of Near Eastern and South Asian 
Affairs. From April 1977 to June 1979, he was a Pulitical Officer at the U.S. 
Embassy in Islamabad, Pakistan.

Mr. Grossman was bom in Los Angeles on September 23, 1951. He has a 
B.A. from the University of California, Santa Barbara, and an M.Sc. in 
International Relations from the London School of Economics and Political 
Science.

Mr. Grossman is married to Mildred Patterson, who is also a Foreign 
Service Officer. They have a daughter, Anne.

From June 1984 to July 1986, Mr. Grossman was the Deputy Director of 
the Private Office of the Secretary General of the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization, Lord Carrington.

Mr. Grossman served as a Political Officer at the United States Mission to 
NATO in 1983. From September 1981 io 1983, he was the Country Officer 
for Jordan in the State Department. He had previously served as the 
Legislative Management Officer responsible for the Near East and South Asia 
in the State Department’s Office of Congressional Relations, and as the Chief 
of flic Professional Staff for the State Department Transition Team after the 
November 1980 election.

President Clinton nominated Marc Grossman to be Ambassador to Turkev 
on September 12, 1994.
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12/19/1995 Pl/b(l)U.S. government report (1 page)001. report

Presidential Records Act - [44 U.S.C. 2204(a)]

DOCUMENT NO.
AND TYPE

2013-0534-S
ryl721

Pl National Security Classified Information 1(a)(1) of the PRA] 
P2 Relating to the appointment to Federal office ((a)(2) of the PRA] 
P3 Release would violate a Federal statute 1(a)(3) of the PRA] 
P4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or 

financial information ((a)(4) of the PRA]
PS Release would disclose confidential advice between the President 

and his advisors, or between such advisors (a)(5) of the PRA] 
P6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of

personal privacy ((a)(6) of the PRA] 

b(l) National security classified information ((b)(1) of the FOIA] 
b(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of 

an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA]
b(3) Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
b(4) Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial 

information [(b)(4) of the FOIA]
b(6) Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA]
b(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement

purposes ((b)(7) of the FOIA]
b(8) Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of

financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA]
b(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information

concerning wells 1(b)(9) of the FOIA]

Withdrawal/Redaction Marker
Clinton Library

COLLECTION:
Clinton Presidential Records
First Lady's Office
Melanne Verveer
OA/Box Number: 15622

FOLDER TITLE:
Greece, Turkey and Germany [binder] [1]

RESTRICTION CODES
Freedom of Information Act - (5 U.S.C. 552(b)]

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed 
of gift.
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2201(3).
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Pl National Security Classified Information [(a)(1) of the PRA| 
P2 Relating to the appointment to Federal office [(a)(2) of the PRA| 
P3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(a)(3) of the PRA| 
P4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or 

financial information [(a)(4) of the PRA|
P5 Release would disclose confidential advice between the President 

and his advisors, or between such advisors |a)(5) of the PRA| 
P6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of

personal privacy 1(a)(6) of the PRA| 

b(l) National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA| 
b(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of 

an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA)
b(3) Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA) 
b(4) Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial 

information [(b)(4) of the FO1A|
b(6) Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA|
b(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement

purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA|
b(8) Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of

financial institutions ((b)(8) of the FOIA|
b(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information

concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA|

FOLDER TITLE:
Greece, Turkey and Germany [binder] [1]

COLLECTION:
Clinton Presidential Records
First Lady's Office
Melanne Verveer
OA/Box Number: 15622

Withdrawal/Redaction Marker
Clinton Library

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed 
of gift.

PRM. Personal record misfile defined in accordance with 44 U.S.C.
2201(3).

RR. Document will be reviewed upon request.

RESTRICTION CODES
Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)]
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003. report U.S. government report (1 page) 03/19/1996 Pl/b(l)

Presidential Records Act - [44 U.S.C. 2204(a)!

DOCUMENT NO.
AND TYPE

2013-0534-S
ry!721

Pl National Security Classified Information 1(a)(1) of the PRA| 
P2 Relating to the appointment to Federal office 1(a)(2) of the PRA| 
P3 Release would violate a Federal statute 1(a)(3) of the PRA[ 
P4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or 

financial information 1(a)(4) of the PRA|
PS Release would disclose confidential advice between the President 

and his advisors, or between such advisors |a)(S) of the PRA| 
P6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy [(a)(6) of the PRA| 

b(l) National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA| 
b(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of 

an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA[
b(3) Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA| 
b(4) Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial 

information ((b)(4) of the FOIA)
b(6) Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FO1A|
b(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement

purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA|
b(8) Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of

financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA|
b(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information

concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA|

COLLECTION:
Clinton Presidential Records
First Lady's Office
Melanne Verveer
OA/Box Number: 15622

FOLDER TITLE:
Greece, Turkey and Germany [binder] [1]

Withdrawal/Redaction Marker
Clinton Library

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed 
of gift.

PRM. Personal record misfile defined in accordance with 44 U.S.C.
2201(3).

RR. Document will be reviewed upon request.

RESTRICTION CODES
Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)]



SUBJECT/TITLE DATE RESTRICTION

004. report U.S. government report (I page) 03/18/1996 Pl/b(l)

Presidential Records Act - |44 U.S.C. 2204(a)]

DOCUMENT NO.
AND TYPE

2013-0534-S
ryl721

b(l) National security classified information 1(b)(1) of the FOIA] 
b(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of 

an agency 1(b)(2) of the FOIA]
b(3) Release would violate a Federal statute ((b)(3) of the FOIA] 
b(4) Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial 

information ((b)(4) of the FOIA]
b(6) Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy ((b)(6) of the FOIA]
b(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement

purposes |(b)(7) of the FOIA]
b(8) Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of

financial institutions ((b)(8) of the FOIA,
b(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information

concerning wells ((b)(9) of the FOIA]

Pl National Security Classified Information [(a)(1) of the PRA] 
P2 Relating to the appointment to Federal office 1(a)(2) of the PRA] 
P3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(a)(3) of the PRA] 
P4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or 

financial information 1(a)(4) of the PRA]
P5 Release would disclose confidential advice between the President 

and his advisors, or between such advisors |a)(5) of the PRA] 
P6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of

personal privacy 1(a)(6) of the PRA] 

FOLDER TITLE:
Greece, Turkey and Germany [binder] [1]

Withdrawal/Redaction Marker
Clinton Library

COLLECTION:
Clinton Presidential Records
First Lady's Office
Melanne Verveer
OA/Box Number: 15622

RESTRICTION CODES
Freedom of Information Act - |5 U.S.C. 552(b)]

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed 
of gift.

PRM. Personal record misfile defined in accordance with 44 U.S.C.
2201(3).

RR. Document will be reviewed upon request.
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03/18/1996 Pl/b(l)005. report U.S. government report (1 page)

Presidential Records Act - [44 U.S.C. 2204(a)]

DOCUMENT NO.
AND TYPE

2013-0534-S
ryl721

Pl National Security Classified Information ((a)(1) of the PRA| 
P2 Relating to the appointment to Federal office 1(a)(2) of the PRA| 
P3 Release would violate a Federal statute ((a)(3) of the PRA| 
P4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or 

financial information [(a)(4) of the PRA|
P5 Release would disclose confidential advice between the President 

and his advisors, or between such advisors |a)(5) of the PRA| 
P6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy [(a)(6) of the PRA| 

b(l) National security classified information 1(b)(1) of the FOIA[ 
b(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of 

an agency 1(b)(2) of the FOIA)
b(3) Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA| 
b(4) Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial 

information [(b)(4) of the FOIA)
b(6) Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA)
b(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement

purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA|
b(8) Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of

financial institutions ((b)(8) of the FOIA)
b(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information

concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA|

Withdrawal/Redaction Marker
Clinton Library

COLLECTION:
Clinton Presidential Records
First Lady's Office
Melanne Verveer
OA/Box Number: 15622

FOLDER TITLE:
Greece, Turkey and Germany [binder] [1]

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed 
of gift.

PRM. Personal record misfile defined in accordance with 44 U.S.C.
2201(3).

RR. Document will be reviewed upon request.

RESTRICTION CODES
Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)|
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03/20/1996 Pl/b(l)006. report U.S. government report (1 page)

Presidential Records Act - (44 U.S.C. 2204(a)]

DOCUMENT NO.
AND TYPE

2013-0534-S
ryl721

Pl National Security Classified Information [(a)(1) of the PRA] 
P2 Relating to the appointment to Federal office [(a)(2) of the PRA| 
P3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(a)(3) of the PRA| 
P4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or 

financial information 1(a)(4) of the PRA|
P5 Release would disclose confidential advice between the President 

and his advisors, or between such advisors (a)(5) of the PRA| 
P6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of

personal privacy [(a)(6) of the PRA| 

b(l) National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA] 
b(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of 

an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA]
b(3) Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA| 
b(4) Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial 

information [(b)(4) of the FOIA)
b(6) Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA)
b(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement

purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA)
b(8) Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of

financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA|
b(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information

concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA]

Withdrawal/Redaction Marker
Clinton Library

FOLDER TITLE:
Greece, Turkey and Germany [binder] [1]

COLLECTION:
Clinton Presidential Records
First Lady's Office
Melanne Verveer
OA/Box Number: 15622

RESTRICTION CODES
Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)|

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed 
of gift.

PRM. Personal record misfile defined in accordance with 44 U.S.C.
2201(3).

RR. Document will be reviewed upon request.



SUBJECT/TITLE DATE RESTRICTION

Pl/b(l)007. report U.S. government report (1 page) 03/20/1996

Presidential Records Act - [44 U.S.C. 2204(a)]

DOCUMENT NO.
AND TYPE

2013-0534-S
ryl721

Pl National Security Classified Information [(a)(1) of the PRA[ 
P2 Relating to the appointment to Federal office [(a)(2) of the PRA| 
P3 Release would violate a Federal statute ((a)(3) of the PRA| 
P4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or 

financial information [(a)(4) of the PRA|
P5 Release would disclose confidential advice between the President 

and his advisors, or between such advisors |a)(5) of the PRA[ 
P6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy [(a)(6) of the PRA| 

b(l) National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA) 
b(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of 

an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA]
b(3) Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
b(4) Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial 

information [(b)(4) of the FOIA]
b(6) Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA]
b(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement

purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA)
b(8) Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of

financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA|
b(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information

concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA|

Withdrawal/Redaction Marker
Clinton Library

FOLDER TITLE:
Greece, Turkey and Germany [binder] [I]

COLLECTION:
Clinton Presidential Records
First Lady’s Office
Melanne Verveer
OA/Box Number: 15622

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed 
of gift.

PRM. Personal record misfile defined in accordance with 44 U.S.C.
2201(3).

RR. Document will be reviewed upon request.

RESTRICTION CODES
Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)|



DATE RESTRICTIONSUBJECT/TITLE

Pl/b(l)U.S. government report (1 page) 03/20/1996008. report

Presidential Records Act - [44 U.S.C. 2204(a)!

DOCUMENT NO.
AND TYPE

Pl National Security Classified Information [(a)(1) of the PRA[ 
P2 Relating to the appointment to Federal office [(a)(2) of the PRA] 
P3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(a)(3) of the PRA[ 
P4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or 

financial information 1(a)(4) of the PRA|
P5 Release would disclose confidential advice between the President 

and his advisors, or between such advisors |a)(5) of the PRA| 
P6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of

personal privacy [(a)(6) of the PRA| 

b(l) National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA] 
b(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of 

an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA|
b(3) Release would violate a Federal statute ((b)(3) of the FOIA| 
b(4) Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial 

information [(b)(4) of the FOIA)
b(6) Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA)
b(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement

purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA|
b(8) Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of

financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA)
b(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information

concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA|

COLLECTION:
Clinton Presidential Records
First Lady's Office
Melanne Verveer
OA/Box Number: 15622

Withdrawal/Redaction Marker
Clinton Library

2013-0534-S
ry!721

FOLDER TITLE:
Greece, Turkey and Germany [binder] [1]

RESTRICTION CODES
Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)]

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed 
of gift.

PRM. Personal record misfile defined in accordance with 44 U.S.C.
2201(3).

RR. Document will be reviewed upon request.



Official Name: 
Republic of Turkey 

PROFILE 

Geography 

Area: 700.6-I0 sq. km. (296,0UO sq. mi.); 
slightly larger Lhan Texas. Cilies: Capi• 
tal-Ankara (pop. 3.69 million). Other 

cities-lst.anbul (6.82 million), Izmir (2.61 
million). Adana (l.93 million). Terrain: 
X arrow co::ist.al plain surrounds Anat..olia; an 
inland plateau becomes increasingly rugged 
as it prt'gresses eastward. Turkey includes 
one of the more earthquake-prone areas of 
the world. Climate: �toderat.e in coast.al 
areas, harsher t.emperaLures inland. 

Turkey 
United States Department of State 
Bureau of Public A/fairs 

January 1991

People 

Nationality: t,.·<YU.,,,,_ Turk(s). Adjedive­
Turkish. Population (1989 est.): 55.3 
million. Annual growth rate: 2.2�. Ethn:c 
groups: Turkish, Kurdish, other. Reli­
gions: �1uslirn 98%, Christian, Jewish. 
Languages: Turkish (official), Kurdish, 
Arabic. Education: Year.! compi.LL.!ory-6. 
AUenda.�95%. Literacy-89%. Health: 
lef anJ. mortality ra.�l ,000. Life 
expectancy-66 yrs. Work force (18.7 
million): AgricuUure-50%. lndU.!try and 
commerce-21 %. Sen-icu-29%. 

Government 

Type: Republic. Independence: 1923. 
Constitution: :'-:ovember 7, 1982. 

Branches: Eucutiv�resident 
(chic r of st.ate), prime minisU!r, Councii of 
�linist.ers (cabinet). ugi3/.a.tive-Grand 
:'-:aLional Assembly (450 members) chosen 
by national elections at least every 5 years. 
Judicial--constitulional court, court of 
cassation, council of sLat.e, high council of 
judges and prosecutors. 

Political parties: .:'lfotherland Part�· 
(AX AP), Social Democrat Populist Party 
(SHP), Correct Way Party (DYP), demo­
cratic Left Party (DSP). several smaller 
parties. Suffrage: liniven.al, 21 and older. 

Central government budget (l!l89 

est.): S 15.5 billion (32,933 billion Turkish 
lira). 

Defense: 2.8% of 1989 GDP or 13.2% 
of 1989 budgeL. 

National holiday: Republic Day, 
October 29. 

Flag: White crescent and star on a red 
field. 

Economy 

GNP (1989 eslirnaU!): SB0.5 billion. Annual 
growth rate (1983-89): 5.3%. Per capita 
income (1989 estimat.e): Sl,433. Avg. 
annual Inflation rate (1989): About 68.8%. 

Natural resources: Coal, chromite, 
copper, boron. oil. 

Agriculture (15% of G!\"P): Mc.jc,r cast. 
crop5-<:otton, sugar beets, hazelnuts, 
wheat., barley, and tobacco. Provides more 
lhan 55% of jobs, 25% of exports. 

Industry (32% of G:-:P): Major grow1.h 
sector. Typu-Food proce.ssing, textiles. 
basic metals, chemicals, and petrochemic:ils. 

Trade (1989): £:rport.,-412 billion: 
tobacco, cotton. textiles, cement, raisins, 
nuts, leather, glass, ceramics. /m;:,orts-S:-'. 
billion: petroleum, pharmaceuticals and 
dyes, iron and st.eel, machinery, plastics a:::: 
rubber, transport vehicles. i'rfajc,r pert· 
ners-France, Germany, Iran, lrac;, Ji..!_. . 
Japan, Setherlands, CK. CS, CS5P.. 

Fiscal year: Calendar year. 
Official exchange rate (Feb. 1990): 

2408 Turkish hra:CSSI (adjusted daily}. 
us economic aid (FY 19-16-90!: S�.3 

billion. US military aid (FY 1945-9, .. .-:-­
than Sl4 billion. 

Membership In International 
Organizations 

L':'-:, North Atlantic Treaty Organiz..t1on 
(.'\ ATO), Council of Europe, Organ;z.atio:, 
for Economic Cooperation and Oe\'elopmt'r.: 
(OECD), Islamic Conference Orgar�:zation 
(OIC), European Community (EC} a;;.,,,\'.'i;.:, 
member, ITELSAT. 
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branch of Islam. The state exercises no
legal discrimination against its non-
Islamic minorities, primarily Armenian - i-

(4

and Syriac Christians, and Jews.
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Culture

and festivals.

HISTORYof the oldest crafts in the world.
Ceramics and other Ottoman-era crafts 
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Remains of ancient civilizations dot the Turkish countryside, where rural lifestyles 

contrast those of Turkey's bustling cities.

* V* i

The legendary Mustafa Kemal, a 
Turkish World War I hero later known 
as ‘•Ataturk" or "father of the Turks,” 
founded the republic of Turkey in 1923 
after the collapse of the 600-year-old 
Ottoman Empire. The empire, which at 
its peak controlled vast stretches of 
northern Africa, southeastern Europe, 
and western Asia, had failed to keep 
pace with European social and techno­
logical developments. The rise of

retain their varied regional character.
Modern Turkish cultural life dates 

from the 1923 founding of the republic 
and early efforts to Westernize Turkish

As a result, the arts, litera­
ture, drama, and classical and contem­
porary music have flourished. State 
support of cultural activities is exten­
sive and encompasses a national 
network of theaters, orchestras, opera 
and ballet companies, university fine
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incomes are less than half the 
a’, average and economic develop- 
..tts.
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Turks of Kurdish origin constitute 
thnic and linguistic group. Esti-

»-

"fey

nationalism Impelled several ethnic 
groups to seek independence, leaamg: 
the empire's fragmentation. This 
nrocess culminated in the disastrous 
Ottoman participation in W orld V> ar . 
as a German ally. Defeated, shorn c: 
much of its former territory, and 
partly occupied by forces of the victor: 
ous European states, the Ottoman 
structure was repudiated by Turkish 
nationalists who rallied under Atatur.- 
leadership. The nationalists expelled 
invading Greek forces from Anatom 
after a bitter war. The temporal and 
religious ruling institutions of the old 
empire (the sultanate and caliphate) 
were abolished.

The new republic concentrated on 
Westernizing the empire’s Turkish 
core—Anatolia and a small part of

an ethnic and unguis
mates of their population range up to 10 

ion. Although an increasing
:ber have migrated to the cities, the 

icnal home of the Kurds is in poor, 
remote areas cf the east and southeast, 
where
r c. t i o r.
n‘.er.:. arts academies, and various conservat: ■ 

ries. Public funds also are used to pro­
vide partial support for private theater 
groups and for ma;:r art exhibitions

Bridging Europe and Asia Minor, 
Turkey is a land of geographic, eco­
nomic, and social contrasts. Slightly 
larger than Texas, modern Turkey 
spans bustling cosmopolitan centers, 
pastoral farming villages, barren 
wastelands, peaceful Aegean islands, 
and steep mountain regions. More than 
half of Turkey's population—expected 
to reach S3 million by 2005 if its annual 
growth rate of 2.2% continues—live in 
urban areas that juxtapose Western 
life-styles with squatter dwellings that 
increasingly ring the cities’ edges. 
Most Turks, however, work on farms. 
Although Turkey is still a developing 
country, recent improvements in 
services have resulted in the prolifera­
tion of electricity nationwide and 
telephone connections for all its 34,500 
villages.

Although 98% of the population is 
Muslim, Turkey has been officially 
secular since the early 1920s. Most 
Turkish Muslims belong to the Sunni

Turkish culture, ricn in Ottoman and 
fo'.kloric elements, is traditional and 
modern. Turkish carpet weaving is one
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mosque of Suleyman the Magnificent stands in the midst of modern day Istanbul. economic stabilization program in early
1980, but by summer, political violence

,se o
oraer.

■oblems and internal political tensions Thousands of terrorists were captured, 
Iminated in a military coup. A new along with large caches of weapons and
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Military Coups and Coalitions

One-party rule (Republican People's
Party—RPP) established by Ataturk in 
1923 lasted until elections in 1950. The 
Democrat Party then governed Turkey 
until I960, when growing economic 

pr<

constit:
govern
conver.
Assembly (GNA

called “coup by memorandum.” they 
called for the JP’s replacement by a 
more effective government.

Demirel’s government resigned 
and was replaced by a succession of 
“above party” governments, which 
ruled until the October 1973 general 
elections. Those elections saw the RPP 
reemerge as the largest party and its 
chairman, Bulent Ecevit, become prime 
minister of a coalition government 
composed of the RPP and the conserva­
tive, religiously oriented National 
Salvation Party. In 1974, the coalition 
faltered. Ecevit resigned, early 
elections were called, and a prolonged 
government crisis ensued.

From 1975 to 1980, unstable 
coalition governments ruled, led 
alternately by Demirel and Ecevit. By 
the end of 1979, an accelerating decline 
in the economy, coupled with mounting 
violence from the extreme left and 
right, led to increasing instability. 
Demirel’s government began an

v jmposeu of the cruef of the Turkish
genera! staff and representatives of the
army, air force, and navy.

Coalition governments, dominated
by the RPP, ruled Turkey for the next
5 years. In 1965 and 1969, the Justice
Party (JP), led by Suleyman Demirel,
won sizable majorities of GNA seats
and ruled alone.

Political agitation surfaced in 1968
and increased as left- and right-wing
extremists took to the streets. In
March 1971, senior military leaders
grew dissatisfied with the JP’s inability of parliament attached to
to cope with domestic violence. In a so- political parties. Prior to the deadline

5
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un bepcenwer i-. 
led by General Kenan Evren, moved 
successfully to restore pub’ ’

1 f > r i
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was claiming more than 20 victims 
daily. A severely divided GNA was 
unable to elect a new president or to 
pass other legislation to cope with the 

crisis.
On September 12,1980, tne NSC

ded a 
national referendum on November 7, 

overwhelming 
public approval (91G) of a new constitu­
tion drawn up by the 160-member 
Consultative Assembly and mouitied by 
the NSC. The referendum simulta­
neously approved General Evren as 
president for a 7-year term. A tempo­
rary article banning former political 
party leaders from politics fur 10 year» 
also went into effect.

New political parties were allowed

S’ thaVhe ».S .he fourth sultan after the fan of Byzantium.

4-

ion was written, and civilian 
ent was reinstated with the 
g cf the Grand National 

11961. In addition, 
the new constitution established a 
National Security Council (NSC)

Thrace. Social, political, linguistic, and 
economic reforms and attitudes 
ntroduced by Ataturk before his death 

1938 continue to form the ideological 
f modern Turkey. Referred to as 

Kema’.ism,” it comprises secularism, 
ationalism, and modernization and 
urns toward the West for inspiration 

he continued validity 
y cf Kemalism are the 

iscussi: n and 
urkey's political life. 
: entered World War II on 
ride shortly befire the war 

■ ■ tea an.i became a charter member of 
me ’Cnited Nations. Difficulties faced 
. ■ Greece after World War II in 

'•ing
ancs by the Soviet Union for 
•ary bases in the Turkish Straits 

he United States to declare the 
Doctrine in 1947. The doctrine 
ed American intentions to 

,y of Turkey and 
Greece and resulted in large-scale US 
military and economic aid. After 
participating with United Nations 

the Korean conflict, Turkey in 
,c Treaty
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GOVERNMENT AND POLITICAL
CONDITIONS

The Bosphorus Bridge in 
Istanbul, the only city to 
span two continents, is the 
fourth largest in the 
world. The bridge 
connects Europe with 
Asia Minor.

The 1982 constitution preserves a 
democratic, secular, parliamentary 
form of government with a strength-

Ozal won a second 5-year term and a 
comfortable majority in parliament (292 
of 450 seats based on a weighted 
proportional system). The Social 
Democrat Populist Party won 99 seats 
and became the main opposition party. 
Former Prime Minister Suleyman 
Demirel’s Correct Way Party won 59 
seats. No other party reached the 10% 
level necessary' to enter parliament. 
The Democratic Left Party of former 
Prime Minister Bulent Ecevit won only 
8% of the vote. The next parliamentary 
election is due in 1992.

In 1989, Ozal was elected presi­
dent. Ozal’s Motherland Party suffered 
a setback in March 1989 municipal 
elections, receiving only 22% of the 
votes cast; down from 36% in 1987. The 
opposition has since called repeatedly 
for early parliamentary elections.

for participation in the 1983 national 
elections, three political parties—the 
Nationalist Democracy Party, the 
Motherland Party, and the Populist 
Party—were authorized.

In the 1983 elections, the Mother­
land Party (founded by Turgut Ozal, 
deputy prime minister between 1980 
and 1982 and architect of Turkey’s 
successful economic austerity program 
under the military government) w’on an 
absolute majority in the 400-member 
Grand National Assembly (GNA). The 
Populist Party came in second, and the 
Nationalist Democracy Party third. 
The new government took office in 
December 1983.

The Ozal administration, the first 
civilian government since the early 
1970s to rule without coalition partners, 
made economic reform its priority. In 
September 1987, a referendum lifting 
the 10-year ban on former politicians 
passed by a small margin. Ozal called 
immediately for national elections, the 
first since 1980 in which all legal parties 
were allowed to participate. The 
elections were held in November, and

SS1

ened presidency. It provides for an 
independent judiciary and safeguards 
internationally recognized human 
rights. These rights, including freedom 
of thought, expression, assembly, and 
travel, can be limited in times of 
emergency and cannot be used to 
violate the integrity of the state or to 
impose a system of government based 
on religion, ethnicity, or the domination 
of one social class. The constitution 
prohibits torture or ill treatment. 
Labor rights, including the right to 
strike, are recognized in the constitu­
tion but can be restricted. The presi­
dent and prime minister share execu­
tive powers. The president, who has 
broad powers of appointment and 
supervision, is chosen by the GNA for a 
term of 7 years and cannot be reelected. 
The prime minister administers the 
government. The prime minister and 
the Council of Ministers are responsible 
to the GNA.

The 450-member GNA carries out 
legislative functions. Election is by 
proportional representation. To 
participate in the distribution of seats, 
a party must obtain at least 10% of the 
votes cast at the national level as well 
as a percentage of votes in the con­
tested district according to a complex 

z formula. This “double threshold" or 
I “barrage” mechanism is intended to 
E reduce the likelihood of coalition 
I governments by reducing the number 
I of smaller parties in parliament.

The president is to enact law’s 
passed by the GNA within 15 days. 
With the exception of budgetary laws, 
the president may return a law to the 

I GNA for reconsideration. If the GNA 
| reenacts the law, it is binding. Consti- 

tutiortal amendments require a two- 
thirds majority for approval. They also 
may be submitted to popular referen­
dum.

The 1982 constitution preserves 
the judicial system previously in effect 
and provides for a system of state

* -
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US-TURKISH RELATIONS
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Principal Government Officials

United States and other NATO allies, 
the Turkish military is undergoing 
major modernization.

i□assy in the

ity courts to deal with offenses 
against the integrity of the state. The
high court system remains in place with 
its functional division, common in 
European states, including a constitu­
tional court responsible for judicial 
review of legislation, a court of 
cassation (or supreme court of appeals), 
a co;
ad

lion in economic aid and more than $14 
billion in military’ assistance.

US-Turkish relations were severely
T;

invoked a 1960 treaty of gus
Cyprus and sent troops

| the Turkish Cypriot comm

Turkey's armed forces, with more than 
~ members, are the largest in 
NATO after those of the United States. 
Turkey entered NATO in 1952 and 
serves as the organization's vital 
eastern anchor, sharing a long sea and 
land border with the Soviet Union and 
controlling the straits leading from the

f. ♦-

.cil of Judges 
ed by the

Black S-. _ to the Mediterranean. Two 
NATO headquarters are located in 
Izmir. More than 10,000 US military 
personnel and their dependents.are 
stationed at installations in Turkey, 
including a major air base at Incirlik, 
near Adana, several communications 
and electronics facilities, and a number 
of smaller installations. Major Amer­
ican military organizations in Turkey 
include the Joint US Military Mission 
for Aid to Turkey and the US Logis­
tical Group, each headed by a US major 
general. With assistance from the

'.tse

-

t Besides its relationships with NATO 
i and the European Community (EC),

Turkey is a member of the OECD and 
I the Council of Europe. Its primary­

political, economic, and security ties are 
with the West. During the last several 
years, Turkey has continued to expand 
its relations with Western Europe, 
rejoining the Council of Europe after an 
absence of several years and applying 
for full membership in the EC. Turkey 
also has continued to expand its trade 
relations with the Middle East and the 
Soviet Union.

□si
Ottoman, Byzantine, and Roman civilizations are reflected in the gardens and 
fountains of Sultan Ahmet Square in Istanbul. In the foreground is the famous Blue 
Mosque and the chruch of Sancta Sophia, built by Justinian in the sixth century.

a-.d ?: 
president

remains of the
c.mpeted in th

f. and the Populist Pc 
■. the Social Democrat Populist 
:y, a new center-left party.

ministrative and appeals court, a 
art of accounts, and a military court 
.."peals. The High Cc

osecutors. appoint
. supervises the judiciary, 
the Motherland Party- 

three parties that 
;e 1953 elections. The 

Democracv Partv dissolved 
'. and the Populist Party merged

government by ma' 
in the Cyprio

Turkish-American friendship dates to 
the late 18th century and was officially 
sealed by a treaty in 1830. The present 
close relationship began with the agree­
ment of July 12,1947, which implemen­
ted the Truman Doc
the cooperative effort to further 
Turkish economic and military self- 
reliance, the United States has loaned 
and granted Turkey more than $4 bil-

! President of the Republic—

Turgut Ozal

Prime Minister—Yildir.m Akbulut

i '.' -.ister cf Foreign Aha's—
Ahmet Kutoeoe Aipetemocin

United States—
Nuzhet Kandern'

Ambassador to the U" ted Nations— 
Musta'a Aksin

1

Key
.rantee ftr 

ere to nrc tef. 
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land Greek officers 
.Iona’, guard. The 

ensuing fighting on Cyprus led to 
Turkish occupation of the northern pm", 
of the island, which remains in place 
today. Turkey’s use of American- 
supplied arms during the intervention 
caused the US Congress to mandate a., 
embargo in 1975 on military shipment.- 
to Turkey. Resentment of this actio;; 
led to a Turkish decision in July 1975 t. 
suspend important US defense activi­
ties at joint installations and cancel the 
1969 defense cooperation agreement. 
The US embargo was relaxed in 
October 1975, and in March 1976. a new 
defense agreement was signed, but n::

11 II

# ♦ .9

".-key maintains an e'
ted States at‘.‘assachussets 

Avenue NW, Washington, DC. 20036 
ana consu'ates genera, in Chicago, 
_os Ange es, New York and Houston.
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market orientation is dyna
unlikely to return to former

totaling $5.6 b

Principal US Officials o

Principal Officers
Ambassador—Morton I. Abramowitz

Deputy Chief of Mission—Marc 
Grossman

during 193S a:
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iv underwent 
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: Asia

19S7

bersnip in 
nounced it

would consider r.' new members bef ro

soil and the efforts of Turkish farmers, 
the country was one of the few in the 
world that was self-sufficient in food 
during the 1980s. Ambitious govern­
ment projects, including a $21 billion 
irrigation program to create a new 
“fertile crescent” in the semiarid 
southeast, stress agriculture’s impor-

billion in 1983 to $11.6 billion i 
Turkey posted a current acco' 
surplus of $1.5 billion in 1988, 
time since 1973. This remarkable

cf the 
lowest trade deficit in a decade 1S1.8 
billion) and a jump of about oO'T in 
tourism revenues (from $1.4 

t

million was ach

■e- 
plementing one of the 

more libera! foreign investment laws in 
the world. Between 1981 and 1989, net

ireased
As ef 
.iir.o-
i'UjCC*..-

approved, by the Congress. In Septem­
ber 1978, the embargo ended and US- 
Turkish relations improved markedly. 
Turkey lifted restrictions on US 
activities in late 1978.

The United States and Turkey 
signed a defense and economic coopera­
tion agreement in March 1980 that 
established a new framework for US 
military activities in Turkey and 
committed the United States to “best 
efforts” in providing defense support to 
the Turkish armed forces. The two 
countries signed an exchange of letters 
in March 1987 to extend the agreement 
through December of 1990. It will 
continue automatically on a year-to- 
year basis from 1991 on, unless one of 
the two parties objects by September 
18,1991, or by the 18th of any following 
year.

Turkey temporarily imposed some 
restrictions on American military 
activities in early 1990 in response to 
the US Senate’s consideration of a 
resolution to declare a day of remem­
brance for what Armenians and others 
have described as genocide of Arme­
nians by pre-republican Turkey. 
Turkey lifted the restrictions after the 
resolution failed to pass. The unre­
solved Armenian and Cyprus issues 
continue to disturb US-Turkish

GNP growth to the lowest level since 
1980—1.8%.

Turkish authorities have enacted 
austerity measures to reduce inflation, 
including an ambitious program to 
privatize inefficient state economic 
enterprises that contribute substan­
tially to the deficit. Better than normal 
agricultural conditions led to economic 
recovery in 1990, with real GNP 
growth expected to reach 9%. Yet, 
lower import duties—reduced to 
stimulate domestic production and 
demand by creating greater competi­
tion—and the Turkish lira’s real 
appreciation against currencies of its 
primary trading partners, the United 
States and Germany, led to a major 
acceleration in imports and stagnation 
in export growth in 1990. The trade 
deficit further worsened as al! commer­
cial relations with Iraq were sus­
pended. A current account deficit in 
excess of $1 billion is expected for 1990.

Domestic economic problems were 
offset in the 1980s by substantial 
improvements in Turkey’s external 
account as exports expanded from $5.7

989.

i

I

Counselors
Political Affairs—Michael I. Austrian 
Political-Military Affairs—Regina Eltz 
Economic Affairs—Charles Jacobini 
Administrative Affairs—William Kelly 
Public Affairs Officer —Larry Taylor 
Defense/Air Attache—Col. Jerry Kafka 
Navy Attache—Capt. Jesse James 
Army Attache—Col. Robert Jiminez

Consuls General

Istanbul—Thomas Carolan
Izmir—Eugene Zajac

Consul
Adana—Harry Cole

US Mission Addresses

8 billion to 
•. 1989, a surr/.us o. 
eved. 
an exempia:
fits foreign 

stabilized at $41 billion at th
1989. Turkey refinanced mi

989 by ext

Tne US embassy is located at 110 
Ataturk Blvd., Anka-a. The consulate 
general in Istanbu' is at 104-108 
Mesrutiyet Caddesi: the consulate 
general in Izmir at 92 Ataturk Caddesi, 
th.rd floor; and the consulate in 
Acana, on Ataturk Caddesi.

The Turkish econom 
dramatic changes in 
export-led growth strategy and free- 
market principles catapulted Turkey 
into the ranks cf the fastest growing 
economies in the OECD. Turkey's free 

, and it is 
iward- 

looking policies. The industrial sector 
has assumed greater importance in the 
Turkish economy, although the public 
sector, which includes state-owned or 
controlled enterprises, still accounts for 
about one-third of industrial produc­
tion. OzaTs Motherland Party has 
reinforced and expanded economic 
reforms since coming to power in 1983.

Agriculture continues as a main­
stay, employing almost half the total 
labor force in the production of cotton, 
tobacco, grains, fruits, and vegetables. 
Because of the productivity of Turkey's

Turkey's economic orient 
increasingly toward the West 
it is looking for new markets i 
and the Middle East. In A 
Turkey applied for full mei 
the EC. In 1989, the EC a

tant role in foreign trade. Turkey’s 
regional climatic diversity and usually 
adequate rainfall permit a broad range 
of crops.

Growth in GNP averaged almost 
7% between 1983 and 1989. The pace 
of Turkey’s growth, however, slowed in 
the late 1980s. Unrestrained govern­
ment spending, rapid economic devel­
opment, and drought conditions have 
had a price: unemployment stands at 
14.4%, and inflation remains steady at 
almost 70%. One of the main reasons 
for inflation is the public sector deficit, 
which reached 7.5% of GNP in 1989 and 
is expected to exceed that ratio in 1990. 
Severe drought conditions were a 
major factor in a recession that contin­
ued into 1989. Agricultural production 
dropped by almost 11%, pushing real

foreign direct investment i: 
from $95 million tu $633 mi*.cj: 
mid-1990, the government had 
rized foreign direct investmen:

Turkey has
for repayment o:

ary cem.s
urging

Turkey has attracted fore: 
investment by
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Travel Notes

Currency: There are no restrictions on the 
importation of Turkish lira or hard currencies 
into Turkey. However, residents of Turkey 
must declare all currencies in excess of the 
equivalent of $5,000 upon entry. Visitors to 
Turkey may exchange Turkish lira up to the 
equivalent of $5,000 into foreign currency 
without any documentation.

Customs: A visa is not required of holders 
of US tourist passports (regular, official, or 
diplomatic) who plan to stay in Turkey for 3 
months or less. Persons who plan to come 
to Turkey for longer stays must apply for a 
visa from a Turkish embassy or consulate.

1993, the target for completion of the 
EC's single market plan. In 1990, the 
EC called for closer economic coopera­
tion with Turkey under the existing 
association agreement and will review 
Turkey's membership application.

With potential membership in the 
EC as the catalyst, Turkey continues to 
liberalize its economy and harmonize 
related legislation to bring it closer to 
Western standards. In the 1990s, 
measured economic growth wdth 
financial stability will remain a major 
domestic goal.

Health: Public health standards in the 
larger cities approach those in the US, but 
care must be taken, especially in rural 
areas. While tap water in major cities is 
generally potable, it is recommended that

Publications Concerning Turkey

Also available from the Superintendent 
of Documents, US Government Print­
ing Office, Washington, DC, 20402:

Turkey Post Report—US Depart­
ment of State (1990).

Turkey, A Country Study—Amer­
ican University (19S9).

Foreign Labor Trends—US 
Department of Labor.

Foreign Economic Trends—US 
Department of Commerce.

Economic trends and trade infor­
mation is available from the Interna­

tional Trade Administration, US
Department of Commerce, Washington,
DC, 20230, or from any Commerce 
Department district office. ■

Transportation: More than 20 scheduled 
airlines connect Turkey with all parts of the 
world. Istanbul, Ankara. Izmir, Antalya, and 
Dalaman are Turkey s primary international 
airports. Turkish Airlines (THY), Turkish state 
railways, and a variety of intercity bus 
companies serve many points in Turkey. 
Europe, and the Middie East. Local buses, 
share cabs, and minibuses (dolmus), 
although somewhat crowded, provide 
satisfactory local transportation. Taxis are 
readily available. Main roads are fairly good 
in and between the iarge centers; secondary j 
roads are generally adequate. Roads 
frequently lack shoulders. Drivers should 
exercise extreme care because of heavy 
truck and other traffic, and unpredictable 
drivers. Driving at night in the countryside 
should be avoided because of many or 
poorly-lit vehicles on the highway.

bottled water be used at all times, because 
of possible intermittent contamination of 
water lines. Turkish law requires that at least | 
one pharmacy be open in a neighborhood at j 

all times.

I
I

and other key events. For information 
concerning subscriptions, call the CIDS 
Information Center at (703) 802-5700, 
or write the Office of Public Communi­
cation, Bureau of Public Affairs, US 
Department of State, Washington, DC, 
20520-6810.

I

i
I

Climate and clothing: Clothing and shoe 
requirements are about the same as for the 
eastern US. Climate on the periphery 
(Istanbul. Izmir, and Adana) is Mediterra­
nean with cool, rainy winters and hot. 
moderately dry summers. The Black Sea 
coast receives the greatest rainfall.

I Shielded by mountains, the interior (Ankara) 
| has continental climate with cold winters 

and dry, hot summers. Climate in the 
eastern mountainous area is often severe.

Published by the Urdted States Department 
cf State* Bureau cf Public Affairs ♦ Office 
cf Public Communication • Washington, 
DC • January 1991 • Editor: Deborah 
Guido-O’Grady.

Department cf State Publication 7550
Background Notes Series • This material is 
in the public domain and may be reprinted 
without permission; citation of this source is 
appreciated.

For sale by the Superintendent of Documents,
L'S Government Printing Office. Washington, 
DC, 20402.

US Department of State Dispatch

As the Department’s new weekly paid 
subscription magazine, the US Depart­
ment of State Dispatch is the most 
comprehensive source of official infor­
mation on US foreign policy. Dispatch 
includes speeches, congressional 
testimony, fact sheets, Gists, country 
profiles, treaty actions, updates on 
Central and Eastern Europe and 
events in the Persian Gulf, and more. 
Published by the Bureau of Public 
Affairs, the new magazine is indexed 
every 6 months. Dispatch is available 
by subscription only from: The 
Superintendent of Documents, US 
Government Printing office (address 
below), and the National Technical 
;nf-rmation Service, US Department of

Telecommunications: Telephone and 
telegraph services, domestic and interna­
tional. and generally dependable. During 
peak hours, circuits are often overloaded. 
Turkey is seven hours ahead of EST. 
Daylight savings time is used.

imerce (5285 Port Royal Road, 
ngfield VA 22161-2171.

Computer Information
Delivery Service (CIDS)

Th? Department of State is part of the 
Computer Information Delivery 
Service (CIDS), an established com­
puter network providing access within 
minutes of release to time-sensitive US 
foreign policy information for subscrib­
er.- around the world. CIDS will carry 
n;ii texts of Dispatch, Background

and the official transcripts of the 
daily press briefings, press conferences,
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His role in Turkish history is similar to our George Washington, 
though he means much more to the average Turk today than Washington 
does to the average American. Following World War I, during which 
Turkey's Ottoman leaders sided with the Germans, Allied powers 
occupied the country. Ataturk, a general who fought with 
distinction during the war, began a resistance movement against the 
crumbling Ottoman government in Istanbul in 1919.

Y- -

The history of the Republic of Turkey centers on one man, Mustafa 
Kemal Ataturk, her founder and first President. Ataturk means 
"Father of the Turks" and is a title conferred on him the Turkish 
Grand National Assembly. Almbst 70 years after he came to power and 
over fifty years after his death, Ataturk's many social and cultural 
reforms are intact, his impact still visible and memory strong among 
the Turkish people.

-

1

Leaving Istanbul, Ataturk moved through eastern and central Turkey, 
building popular support for his campaign. He selected Ankara, a 
small provincial town, as his capital and formed a legislature. ‘He 
led his provisional forces to victory in a War of Liberation, 
defeating the Greeks in a decisive victory at Dumlupinar on August 
30, 1922 (now known as victory Day, a Turkish holiday). In 1923 
Turkey established peace with the Allies, signing the Treaty of 
Lausanne, which fixed the country's present boundaries. Ataturk 
declared the Republic of Turkey on October 29, 1923 (now known as 
Independence Day, a two-day Turkish holiday). Turkey elected its 
Grand National Assembly and drew up a constitution.

-



ISTANBUL

1453.

built in 1557.

numerous sieges. Indeed, the city was taken by force only twice by 
the armies of the Fourth Crusade in 1204 and by the Ottoman Turks in

thriving and populous metropolis, once again the capital of a vast 
empire. The Ottoman empire reached its peak during the reign of 
Suleyman the Magnificent, who ruled from 1520 to 1560. This second 
golden age of the city is symbolized by the great Suleymaniye Mosque

The combination of the Bosphorus, the Golden Horn and the great land 
walls built by the early rulers protected Constantinople from

Indeed, the city was taken by force only twice by

The city taken by Mehmet the Conqueror was a pale shadow of the 
former imperial Byzantine capital. The Ottomans repeopled and 
rebuilt it, making it by the beginning of the sixteenth century a

A poet writing fourteen centuries ago described Istanbul as being 
surrounded by a garland of water, and the city still owes much of 
its spirit and beauty to the waters that bind and divide it. The 
former capital of three world empires, Istanbul is the only city in 
the world which stands upon two continents. The main part of the 
city lies in Europe and is separated from its Asian suburbs by the 
Bosphorus. The Golden Horn divides the European city into two 
parts, the old imperial town of Stamboul on the south bank and the 
more modern town of Galata on the north.

When the Ottoman empire foundered at the end of the First World War, 
Istanbul was occupied by the victorious allied armies. Kemal
Ataturk, leader of the Turkish nationalist forces, decided to make a 
clean break with the imperial past of the city, and placed the 
capital of the new Turkish Republic in Ankara. Its imperial past 
reflected in the unforgettable skyline of the city, Istanbul today 
remains a vast metropolis that continues to serve as the economic 
and cultural heart of Turkey.

Tradition says that the original settlement of Byzantium was 
established where the Topkapi Palace now stands, in the seventh 
century B.C., although the actual date was probably much earlier. 
Known from the beginning as an important center of trade and 
commerce, during its first millenium Byzantium had much the same 
history as other cities in the region. This changed when 
Constantine the Great, fresh from reuniting the Roman Empire under 
his control, decided to reconstitute the Empire with Byzantium as 
its capital. In 330 A.D. the city was rededicated as New Rome, 
which soon changed to Constantinople. For the next eleven centuries 
Constantinople served as the imperial and religious capital of the 
Byzantine Empire. This first golden age of the capital is 
symbolized by the magnificent Haghia Sophia church, which was 
considered the center of the orthodox Christian world.
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Turkey: U.S./Turkish Relations

forces, under the terms of the Dayton Accords.

o Revive oiaiogue Between bieeue emu wiNcy uv xcouxvc
Aegean disputes, protect their respective minorities, and improve

_; ' " ' We leased two KC-135 tanker aircraft to
U.S. firms bid on major defense contracts to create U.S.

Key Issues

Revive dialogue between Greece and Turkey to resolve their

The Aegean situation very 
We are encouraging the 

allies to settle their serious differences peacefully.

Relations with Greece continue to suffer from serious problems 

related to the Aegean and Cyprus.
nearly led to conflict in late January.

two <

U.S.- Turkish relations are based on several important 
considerations, which include support for Turkey's democracy, 
concern about human rights, and defense of Turkey's territorial 
integrity against a threat by separatist terrorists. We also 
contribute to Turkey's economic success. We maintain a strong 
security relationship with Turkey based on shared interests and

The U.S. values Turkey's efforts to enhance 
and stability in a dangerous region. On March 15, for 

Deputy Secretary Talbott co-hosted an international

For U.S./Turkish relations, 1995 was a banner year. With our 
encouragement, the Government liberalized the Constitution and 
the Anti-Terror Law. These advances persuaded the European 
Parliament to approve the Customs Union Agreement between Turkey 
and the EU, which Mr. Talbott had called one of ten top U.S. 
goals for 1995. Commerce Secretary Ron Brown listed Turkey as a 
"Big Emerging Market" for future U.S. trade and investment. 
After decades of successful Fulbright scholarship exchanges, the 
Turkish Government continued to send several thousand doctoral 
students to U.S. universities. Security ties were further 
tightened. Our joint F-16 facility outside Ankara is building 80 
new aircraft, having completed over 200 for the Turkish and 
Egyptian air forces. We leased two KC-135 tanker aircraft to 
Turkey. U.S. firms bid on major defense contracts to create U.S. 

jobs.

Turkey backs our efforts to bolster regional security. 
Turkey participates appropriately in the Middle East Peace 
Process. Turkey forges ever-closer links with Israel: President 
Demirel's first-ever trip this month included participation in 
the Summit of the Peacemakers, proceeded by a joint military 
training agreement. Turkey has maintained sanctions against ^rag 
despite the harm to its economy, and its participation in
Operation Provide Comfort helps keep Saddam Hussain from wreaking 
vengeance on Iraqi Kurds. Turkey seeks better ties with Armenia 
and an end to the conflict in Nagorno-Karabakh.

our NATO alliance.

peace
example, 1^^^ -------— -------  -
meeting in Ankara on equipping and training the Bosnian armed
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Sustain Turkish participation in Operation Provide Comfort.o

Forge agreement on CFE between Turkey and Russia.o

End Turkey’s land blockade of Armenia, ideally whileo
resolving the Nagorno-Karabakh dispute.

the atmosphere for talks between the leaders of the two 

communities on Cyprus.



Political and Social OverviewTurkey:

The

The

non-Muslim:

Turkey is 99% Muslim, but comprises an ethnic mosaic of 
peoples who have migrated to Asia Minor over the centuries. 
1923 Treaty of Lausanne recognizes only three minorities, all

Eastern Orthodox (Greek), Armenian Apostolic, and

Rural-to-urban migration has been fueled by both economic 
pressures and the conflict in the Southeast against the terrorist 
Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK), during which the Turkish military 
and the PKK have forcibly evacuated and destroyed hundreds of 
villages. This migration into the cities has led to 
overcrowding, unemployment, and inadequate housing, schooling, 
and healthcare. NGOs will be increasingly important in this 
traditionally statist society to help Turks organize to influence 
policy.

Since 1985, the separatist Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK) has 
waged a terrorist campaign, including murders and bombings, in an 
attempt to create an independent Kurdish state in part of Turkey. 
In combatting the PKK, Turkish security forces have burned and 
evacuated villages in the southeast -- some estimates put the 
number of displaced people as high as 2 million. Compensation to 
displaced villagers have been woefully inadequate. The new 
government has pledged to provide housing and economic assistance 
to evacuees.

Turkey's administrative structure is highly centralized: 
Ankara appoints governors, sub-governors and personnel from 
various ministries to the provinces. This centralized structure 
is one of the main reasons for the problems in Turkey's 
southeast, where government is not seen as responsive to the 
people. There is some recognition of this concern, and the new 
government has undertaken to devolve more authority to elected 
municipal officials.

Turkey is a constitutional republic with a multiparty, 
unicameral Parliament, which elects the President. Suleyman 
Demirel became President in 1993. More than two months after the 
indecisive December 1995 elections, Mesut Yilmaz's Motherland 
Party (ANAP) and Tansu Ciller's True Path Party (DYP) formed a 
minority, center-right coalition government with "outside" 
support from the center-left Democratic Left Party (DSP). Under 
Turkey's first rotating premiership agreement, Yilmaz will be 
Prime Minister through December 1996, when Ciller will assume the 
premiership for two years, followed by Yilmaz for the fourth
year. Yilmaz's conservative/nationalist cabinet includes 
hard-liners in key positions such as the Justice Ministry. 
Islamist Welfare Party (Refah), now the largest party in 
Parliament, forms the main opposition.
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Key Issues:

Devolve authority to elected local officials.o

Develop NGOs as an essential element of civil society.o

9

Jewish adherents. An estimated 12 million citizens are Alevi 
(heterodox Shi'a Muslims).



Economic OverviewTurkey:

huge

Key Issues

Removing impediments to stable, sustainable economic growth.o

Key problems are the large budget deficit, high inflationo Key problems are tne large ouageo aeiicii, nxyn mij-auiuu 
(averaging over 60% per year since 1980) and "boom-bust" cycles.

o The long-term solutions are clear to all: privatization, social 
security reform, tax reform, and shrinking the size and role of the 

government.

o But each of these is a political minefield. It will take a 
strong, determined government to overcome opposition and enact 

these measures.

A dynamic private sector drives Turkey's economy which has thrived 
since Turkey abolished protectionist regulations in the early 1980s. 
By contrast, Turkey's inefficient public sector and weak economic 
management are the source of the economy's perennial problems: huge 
budget deficits and persistently high double-digit inflation.

The reforms of the 1980s set the stage for more than a decade of 
strong — but unbalanced — economic growth. Turkey's 5% average 
annual growth rate over the past decade was the highest among OECD 
nations. Still, the conflict in the southeast continued to be a 
substantial drain on the economy, and economic imbalances sparked a 
financial crisis in 1994. PM Ciller's government managed the crisis 
and steadied the economy, which staged a strong recovery in 1995. 
However, Ciller's government had little success correcting the 
economy's underlying problems.

The Yilmaz government is committed to completing the reform 
process. It is likely to open negotiations with the IMF on a package 
to support these reforms. Convincing progress is essential for Turkey 
to maintain access to foreign and domestic financial markets, which 
the country needs to continue financing the budget deficit. However, 
the lack of a majority in Parliament will hamper the new government's 

ability to implement reforms.

While the near term is marked by uncertainty, Turkey's long-term 
prospects are bright. The dynamic private sector, including the large 
"unofficial" economy, has already proven it can thrive despite the 
government. A Customs Union with the EU came into effect this year, 
tying Turkey more closely with the western economies. Recognizing 
Turkey's long-term potential, the U.S. Commerce Department named it 
one of the world's ten "Big Emerging Markets."



Turkey: Human Rights Situation

Despite improvements, limits on freedom of expression remain 
a concern. State Security Court just sentenced Turkey's 
best-known writer, Yasar Kemal, to 20 months (suspended) for 
disseminating separatist propaganda; the case is on appeal.

The number of political and extrajudicial killings continued, 
but at substantially lower rates than in 1994. Torture continued 
to be a serious problem, despite the Constitutional ban and 
Turkey's accession to numerous conventions against torture.
Police and security forces often tortured suspects during periods 
of incommunicado detention. Those charged with common crimes are 
granted immediate access to an attorney; but those charged with 
security crimes are not, and they allege a high rate of torture 
before arraignment. The government admits torture occurs but 
denies it is systematic.

Still, very serious problems remain. The situation in the 
southeast was of particular concern. As many as 2 million people 
have lost their homes there over the past 7 years; some as a 
result of economic dislocation, and some as a result of forcible 
evacuations by security forces or the terrorist PKK. Government 
programs to deal with and compensate the many internally 
displaced have been woefully inadequate. A State of Emergency 
declared in 1987, which Parliament just voted to extend through 
July 19, is in force in ten southeastern provinces. The
Government says this will be its last extension.

The Kurds, at least 20% of Turkey's population, are not 
recognized under the Constitution as a national, racial, or 
ethnic minority. Human rights abuses have been targeted at Kurds 
who publicly or politically assert their ethnicity. Kurds who 
are long-term residents in western Turkey have largely 
assimilated into the nation's political, economic and social
life. Recently urbanized Kurds are not prepared for urban life. 
The Kurdish language may be used in spoken and printed 
communications, although all "political" discussion must be in 
Turkish. There is some debate on whether to allow broadcasting 
and education in languages other than Turkish.

Turkey's human rights situation improved in a number of areas 
in 1995. Last year, Parliament passed constitutional amendments 
that broadened political participation, and amended Article 8 of 
the Anti-Terror law, which constrains freedom of expression, by 
adding an intent standard. The amendment triggered the release 
of 143 prisoners and should result in future acquittals. Human 
rights abuses now receive increasing media exposure and debate, 
that should encourage further reform.
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Key Issues

Change law to allow all suspects immediate attorney access.o

o Eliminate remaining restrictions on freedom of expression, 
while preserving Turkey's right to fight terrorism.

o Drop law requiring abuse charges against civil servants, 
including police, to be vetted before passing to prosecutor.



Leyla Zana and the DEP ParliamentariansTURKEY:

Following announcement of the verdict, the USG stated its 
deep concern with the serious legal and human rights implications 
of this case. Assistant Secretary for Human Rights Shattuck met 
with the imprisoned Parliamentarians, including Leyla Zana, when 
he visited Turkey in July of that year. He expressed deep 
concern about this case to Turkish officials, both during that 
visit and a subsequent visit in October. In October of 1995 the 
Turkish Court of Appeals affirmed the fifteen year convictions of 
four of the M.P.'s (including Leyla Zana), but overturned two and 
ordered that they be retried under a lesser section of the penal 
code. Two had already been released in 1994.

Leyla Zana has become a symbol for many politicians, writers 
and human rights activists who have been caught in the broad 
legal definitions of terrorism in Turkey. As such, her case has 
been taken on by numerous international human rights groups as 
well as the European Parliament. There is considerable interest 
in our own Congress about these cases. Zana was on the short 
list for the Nobel Peace Prize this year, and was awarded the 
European Parliament's Sakharov Prize. Her husband, Mehta Zana, 
is the former DEP Mayor of Diyarbakir in Turkey's troubled 
southeast, and was himself imprisoned until November of 1995 
under charges of disseminating separatist propaganda. His 
sentence was overturned as part of the review process resulting 
from reform to Article 8 of the Anti-Terror Law.

In March 1994, Parliament partially lifted the immunity of 
six parliamentarians from the pro-Kurdish Democracy party (DEP), 
one independent and one Islamist Party member. One DEP member 
had the immunity restored, but the other five were deprived fully 
of immunity when they lost their seats in Parliament as a result 
of the banning of the DEP party in June of that year. Thereupon 
two other former DEP members were arrested. All eight DEP 
members were tried by the Ankara Security Court on charges that 
included dissemination of separatist propaganda, being a member 
of the PKK, and knowingly supporting it. The prosecution's case 
appeared mainly to rest on speeches and expressions of opinion.

These four are in the process of preparing their appeal to 
the European Human Rights Committee (EHRC), hoping to have their 
cases heard by the European Human Rights Commission. Turkey has 
publicly restated its commitment to abide by that body's 
decision. Informed sources have told the USG that the EHRC will 
expedite this case. Most observers believe the case will be won.
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Talking Points

o

o

0 While I cannot comment on her specific case, I want to make 
clear that the United States supports human rights and 
political and cultural freedom for all people.

My understanding is that that body intends to treat this 
case most expeditiously.

I understand your concern with Ms. Zana's plight and 
understand that she and three other former DEP members of 
Parliament are appealing their case to the European Human 
Rights Committee.



LANGUAGE: ENGLISH

BODY:
For the second time this month, Kurdish protesters demanding a separate state 

in southeastern Turkey rampaged against the German police over the weekend, 
prompting calls from politicians for militant Kurds to be deported.

Kurdish demonstrators, barred by a court ruling from holding a rally in 
Dortmund to celebrate the Kurdish New Year, blocked major highways for hours on 
Saturday and encircled two German police officers, beating and kicking them 
before stealing their service weapons.

German officials singled out the Kurdish Workers Party — an organization 
banned in both Germany and Turkey — for initiating the violence along the 
Dutch-German border as well as in the cities of Munster and Hamburg. The clashes 
followed violent confrontation between Kurdish demonstrators and the police in 
Bonn earlier this month.

Some two million Turks live in Germany and the number of Kurds among them is 
estimated by police at between 400,000 and 500,000, reflecting the proportion of 
Kurds among Turkey's own 60 million people. Many Kurds in Turkey live in the 
southeast, where the Kurdish Workers Party has been fighting a guerrilla war 
since 1984 to back claims for a separate state.

Like Turkey, Germany labels the guerrilla organization a terrorist group and 
holds it responsible for numerous arson attacks on Turkish-owned property. 
German security officials estimate the membership of the hard-line Kurdish 
Workers Party at around 7,500, drawing on a much wider network of sympathizers.

Interior Minister Manfred Kanther called the movement a "criminal 
organization" after the latest violence, which started when the German police 
sought to prevent thousands of Kurds from converging on Dortmund. At least 2,000 
entered the city and 1,300 of them were temporarily detained. Seeking to lower 
tensions, the police finally allowed the rest to hold the rally.

Elsewhere, around 800 Kurds living in the Netherlands blocked a main highway 
after the German police turned back their buses at the frontier, while some
1,500 protesters occupied a four-lane highway near Aachen on the border with 
Belgium. Kurdish officials linked the violence to the German decision to forbid 
the rally.

But Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel said the clashes were "tantamount to a 
declaration of war" and said organizers of violent protest should be "deported 
immediately to Turkey."

Copyright 1996 The New York Times Company
The New York Times

March 18, 1996, Monday, Late Edition - Final
SECTION: Section A; Page 7; Column 5; Foreign Desk
LENGTH: 398 words
HEADLINE: Turkish Kurds Go on Rampage, Battling the Police in Germany 
BYLINE: By ALAN COWELL
DATELINE: BONN, March 17



Turkey: Women's Status and Issues

equality.

This

Key Issues

Turkish women enjoy much greater social and politicalo Turkish women enjoy much greater social and political 
freedoms than most women in Islamic countries and make a solid 
contribution both socially and economically.

The Civil Code prohibits the granting of gender-based 
privileges or rights, yet retains some discriminatory provisions 
concerning marital rights and obligations. The husband is the 
legal head of household, and the wife automatically acquires his 
surname with marriage. Divorce law provisions for division of 
property effectively favor the husband.

Surveys indicate that domestic violence is widespread, 
issue is rarely discussed in public. Few abused women can leave 
their homes due to social and economic pressures. Fundamentalist 
groups often target the few existing shelters, arguing that they 
violate Islamic family values.

While women enjoy the right to vote and a variety of other 
political rights, they face societal and legal barriers to full 

The rise of democracy since the 1950s has meant 
greater freedom, but also has led to a resurgence of conservative 
religious views. Turkey's first woman Prime Minister was elected 
in 1991. Women now occupy only 13 of 550 seats in parliament, or 
2.4 percent.

Women's participation in the workforce and their economic 
power is better than that of all Islamic countries, but worse 
than that of all developed nations. The literacy rate for women 
is 70-79 percent, versus 90 percent for men. Literacy rates for 
women in rural areas are far lower, however, and nationally the 
mean years of schooling for women over 25 is only 3.6. Women 
comprise 36 percent of the work force. 80 percent of working 
women are employed in agriculture. Women receive equal pay for 
equal work in the professions, business and civil service jobs, 
but often work unpaid in family businesses.

Since the first days of the Turkish Republic, Turkish women 
have enjoyed greater freedoms and a higher status than women in 
other Muslim countries. Turkey's founder, Mustafa Kemal Ataturk, 
started a revolution which completely changed the way society 
views women, their rights and their roles. Women won the right 
to vote in 1930. Five years later, the Republic's first 
Parliament included 18 female representatives, 4.6 percent of the 
total.
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o There are still social barriers to their taking a greater 
role in Turkish life.
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ing Istanbul, the most secular. Nobody at 
this point can say exactly what powers 
over daily life the mayors of cities have; 
to make drastic changes to the secular 
state and its laws, the party would need 
to do as well or better in national parlia­
mentary elections in 1996.

But when Islamist parties start gain­
ing ground, women and their institutions 
tend to be the first to notice. The Women's

Though founded upon Western secularist principles, Turkey has not 

been immune to the Islamic fundamentalist upsurge of recent years. 

Nowhere is Ataturk's legacy more pointedly challenged, the 

author shows, than in heated public struggles over matters 

affecting women and their status as full and equal citizens.

"No," exclaims the other in mock dis­
may, "I won't say anything nice about it!"

Nervous laughter runs through the 
courtyard as everyone catches the refer­
ence to the Islamic crescent. The joke is 
bitter. Just a week before, Turkey's main 
Islamic fundamentalist party swept the 
municipal elections of Istanbul and the 
nation's capital, Ankara. It wasn't a na­
tional takeover by any measure; the win­
ning Islamist party, Welfare, took only 19 
percent of the votes nationwide in frag­
mented local elections. This, however, 
translated into victory in 28 cities, includ-

| ■!

f
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n a fine April evening in 
1994, a conference at the 
Women's Library in Is­
tanbul is drawing to a 
close. In the courtyard of 
the converted Byzantine

basilica, 20 or so women, mainly academics 
and other professionals, prepare to leave af­
ter a day of discussions marking the fourth 
anniversary of the institution's founding. A 
sliver of moon rises over the Golden Hom, 
whose waters twist their way through this 
old, lower-class neighborhood.

One woman in the group nudges an­
other and points at the moon: "Pretty, 
no?"

I
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previous fall after spending a decade in 
America training to be an art historian. 
Hired to teach the introductory art course 
at the Istanbul Fine Arts Faculty, she had 
been surprised to discover that a substan­
tial minority of the female students in her 
class wore the Islamic head scarf. In her 
own college vears, a decade before, such 
a stvle of dress would have been illegal, 
head scarves being explicitly religious and 
the universitv firmlv secular.

Deniz had tried to take the head- 
scarved students in stride, but two weeks 
into the term she was summoned bv the 
dean, who told her the universitv had two 
serious complaints about her behavior. 
The first was that she was being too pleas­
ant and tolerant toward the fundamental­
ist girls in her classes. Though the univer­
sity had been forced to admit such stu­
dents, the dean explained, it had an obli­
gation, as a secular institution, to make 
them uncomfortable. The other complaint 
was that her skirts were too short.

I laughed at this, and Deniz looked 
astonished. You find it funnv because 
you're American, ' she said. "Not one 
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Library, itself supported bv the city 
government, is just the kind of or­
ganization that could feel the pinch. 
Set down in the midst of a tradi­
tional neighborhood, designed to 
appeal not only to Western-style 
feminists but to any woman with an 
interest in women's history, it 
nonetheless stands firmly identi­
fied with Turkey's secular and 
egalitarian culture—and so could 
easily draw the ire of an Islamist 
mayor.

The ostensible topic of the anni­
versary conference is "Women in the 
Islamic World," but the participants 
have spent most of the day arguing 
over what will come next, what to do 
about it, and whether to panic. Dur­
ing the breaks, they wonder whether 
the wine they are sipping is illegal— 
the new mayor having proclaimed, on his 
third day in office, that alcohol would no 
longer be served at City Hall functions.

Everyone at the conference knows 
how the fundamentalists have moved in 
on women in Iran and other nations, 
shooting or beating those who refuse to 
veil their faces and segregating public 
workplaces. But Turkey's situation, they 
also know, is more complicated.

More than a year later, it remains so. 
In addition to a political system with an 
80-year commitment to secularism, Tur­
key has had until recently a female prime 
minister, Tansu Qiller (who mav vet be 
able to form a new government). It also 
has an avowedly "moderate" Islamist 
party cagey about what changes it actu­
ally seeks. Such cunning is necessarv. A 
broad-based popular emotional invest­
ment in women's emancipation remains a 
badge of Turkey's modernity, proudly 
worn by many Turkish citizens.

After the group dispersed that 
evening two springs ago, I fell into con­
versation with a voung woman named 
Deniz, who had returned to Istanbul the

1
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status, the most powerful symbols re­
main, as al wavs, matters of dress. Rulings 
on such matters as skirt lengths and head 
coverings are the min es plaved out on the 
chessboard of the female anatomv, in 
terms evervbodv can understand.

C.eneral Islamic doctrine oilers a 

simple rule tor heiiil' or covering: all the fe­

male ' charms," except the lace and hand-

single Turkish person I've told that to, not 
one, has understood why 1 thought it was 
funny."

toman past, 1 urkev is undergoing a reluc­
tant reappraisal not onl\ ol its secularism 
but of other ideals that shape the modern 
republic. Countries with even more ag­
gressive Islamic movements face similar 
reckonings, but onlv in Turkey do the de­
tails of the Islamic-secular tug of war plav 
out so publicly in the arena of electoral 
politics. And of all the markers laid down 
in this culturally Muslim country bv the 
state's commitment to its vision of secu­
larism—a civil law code, minority reli­
gious rights, interest-bearing accounts in 
the banking industry—bv far the most vis­
ible and contested is the status of women. 
In the public struggle to determine that 

t's easy for an outsider to laugh, harder 
to thread the maze of Turkey’s contra­
dictions and to appreciate the struggles 
that wove it. The "secularism" to

which the Turkish state pledged itself in 
1923 has much in common with the type 
subscribed to by Western governments— 
enough to set it off sharply from virtually 
all its neighbors in the region. But there 
are divergences from Western-stvle secu­
larism as well. The most notable is the 
absence of any real connection in people's 
minds—in this na­
tion 99 percent Mus­
lim—between the 
concept of a secular 
government and that 
of true religious tol­
erance, for believers 
as well as unbeliev­
ers.

Embracing gov­
ernment "secular­
ism" in the West­
ern—or at least the
American—mode 
would entail allow­
ing girls to wear 
head scarves if they 
so desired and to 
forgo them if they 
wished. An Ameri­
can might also wonder how a state-run 
institution that set itself so implacably 
against the swathing of women's heads, 
railing endlessly against a religion that 
dictates how women should dress, could 
then turn around and impose its own 
form of dress code.

Suspended between East and West. 
Asia and Europe, secular present and (.)(-
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Secularism is a cornerstone of the phi­
losophy of Kemalism, by which modern 
Turkey's founder, Mustafa Kemal Ataturk 
(1881-1938), wrenched the newborn Turk­
ish Republic out of the moribund Ottoman 
Empire in 1923 and set its face westward 
toward modernization. Distancing his re­
gime from a religion that had justified the 
veil and purdah, Ataturk made a high- 
profile commitment to women's full 
equality a central part of his "march from 
East to West."

To some extent, the resulting Turkish 
secularism—the almost visceral recoil 
from symbols of overt or state-supported 
religion—has left intellectuals and gov­
ernment bureaucrats vulnerable to the 
charge of "secular fundamentalism," a 
charge that carried a particular sting in 
the 1980s, when cultural and political Is­
lam became a force to reckon with. Unable 

1 symbols re­
dress. Rulings 

igths and head 
ived out on the 
■ anatomy, in 
rstand.
rine offers a 
ring: all the fe­
nce and hands.

A young Turkish professional, a mer­
chant of soap and perfumes, once showed 
me a vintage 1930s picture of Istanbul's 
Galata Bridge, the 800-year-old footbridge 
over the Golden Horn. "See those won­
derful women on the bridge, in those 
wonderful Paris fashions?" he asked de­
spairingly. "How is it we have sunk to 
this, with women going over that same 
bridge wrapped in the black cloth like 
Saudi Arabians?"

That was in 1987, and a fair propor­
tion of the sheeted bridge crossers might 
well have been Saudi Arabians, who 
swarm Istanbul in the summer to avoid 
the desert heat at home. But there is also 
no question that from year to year the con­
centration of covered women grows and 
that Istanbul, long the most cosmopolitan 
of the Turkish cities, changes visually with 
the years. Nor is there any denying that if 
at any point the government could have 
stopped this from happening, it would 
have done so.

• h: i-

must be covered. An amazingly wide range 
of acceptable dress styles appears through­
out various Muslim regimes, from the all- 
encompassing black abaya, or chador, popu­
lar in the early days of the Iranian Revolu­
tion, to the raincoat-and-scarf combinatibn 
more common there now to the loose-fitting 
shalwar-kameez, or tunic and trousers, fa­
vored throughout South Asia. In Turkey it­
self, setting aside the majority of the upper 
class that doesn't cover at all, there are three 
prevailing types of hejab, determined not by 
doctrine but by age, profession, and social 
class.

One style is favored by the 
"traditionals," older women who cover 
their hair not so much for religious as for 
cultural reasons. These include Balkan 
Turks who cover their heads with a 
babushka-style handkerchief and village 
women who wear a scarf once they are 
married but rarely bother to tuck in every 
last hair. Then there are the young women 
students or professionals from the middle 
class who have adopted the large head 
scarf that folds around the edges of the 
face and, in a characteristic pattern, down 
over the shoulders of what is typically a 
loose-fitting coat. The wearing of such 
"turbans," as they are confusingly called 
in Turkish, is a statement of identity and 
rebellion.

An even stronger statement is made 
by women who go about dressed in a 
manner that secular types call qarsafli—lit­
erally, wrapped in bed linen. Such women 
are poor and uneducated, usually belong­
ing to the rapidly growing class of the "re­
cently rural"—the economic migrants 
who are flooding from their villages to the 
city, faster with every passing year. The 
(^arsaf is a version of the black chador, 
draping to the floor in all directions and 
leaving a slit for the eyes. If you go far 
enough east in Anatolia, even the eye slit 
disappears, though the owner of the sheet 
can apparently see through the thin weave 
of the cloth.

i
i
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to extend to the faithful the kind of toler­
ance that might have defused the drive for 
Islamic political action, a regional fact of 
life by 1987, the guardians of secularism 
found themselves stuck. The logical out­
come was the turban crisis.

Evren was understood to speak for the 
firmly secularist and Kemalist army.

Finally, the Supreme University 
Council, tired of creating teen-age female 
martyrs, lifted the prohibition at the end 
of 1987. By then, though, it was widely 
agreed, the controversy had produced one 
more significant and probably irreversible 
effect: the religious youth organizations 
had become sophisticated political orga­
nizations, primed for further activism.

eniz, who was caught off guard 
by the head-scarved girls in her 
class, had missed the turban cri­
sis. I caught some of it on visits 

to Istanbul in 1987 and '88. As political spec­
tacles go, it was a striking event, or, rather, 
series of events, starting in the fall of 1986 
when growing groups of newly devout 
Muslim girls marched and demonstrated 
for the right to cover their hair with turbans 
in school. For the then still marginal Islam­
ist parties (polls that year showed that only 
seven percent of the population favored the 
adoption of Islamic law, or sharia), it was a 
brilliant public relations success. So effec­
tive was it, in fact, that people assumed— 
and the papers reported as fact—that the 
girls were being funded with money from 
Iran and Saudi Arabia. (A fair amount of 
evidence has since turned up to support 
that allegation.)

Turkish universities had run into 
trouble with such symbols before, but 
their attempt to uphold the ban against 
head scarves was their most dramatic 
miscalculation. For a time, the administra­
tors held out firmly. Several girls were ex­
pelled and became folk heroes in the Is­
lamic right-wing media. Six student orga­
nizers were arrested, and government 
spokesmen, supported by the normally 
left-leaning secularist press, declared that 
they had found a compelling reason not to 
give in: one of the organizers was Iranian. 
With the Islamists calling for freedom of 
religion, the supposedly liberal press in-' 
sisted that the turban controversy was an 
issue of religion versus the legitimacy of 
the state. The president, an ex-general 
named Kenan Evren, made ominous 
noises about "cultural backsliding," and

Kemalist-style secularism was ill 
equipped to deal with the upsurge of the 
back-to-Islamic-roots feeling that made 
the Welfare Party attractive in 1994. 
Kemalism in fact rests on an array of early 
prohibitions against symbolic religious 
expression of various kinds, though most 
of those prohibitions have eased with the 
years. In the early decades of the Turkish 
republic, before the first of four coups that 
introduced multiparty democracy in the 
1940s, the mosques were forbidden to is­
sue calls to prayer in Arabic; only West­
ern classical music could be played on 
state-owned radio; non-Western dress, 
including the veil, was strongly discour­
aged, while the fez, designed for ease in 
touching the forehead to the ground in 
prayer, was officially banned.

In opposing aspects of Islam that pre­
scribed a traditional role for women, in 
particular those that barred them from 
education, Ataturk was indefatigable. He 
campaigned for an end to traditional prac­
tices such as child marriage, arranged 
marriage, bride-price, and veiling. At the 
same time, he instituted free and compul­
sory primary education for both sexes and 
created "village institutes" that offered 
compulsory adult literacy classes for men 
and women. The replacement of the sharia 
personal code with the Swiss Civil Code 
in 1926 outlawed polygamy and the Is­
lamic practice of divorce by repudiation.
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minister of economics for then-prime min­
ister Suleyman Demirel in 1991. Elected to
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play Fatherland, or Silistre (1873), whose
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filler's sudden arrival on the political 
scene was typical neither of Turkish poli­
tics nor of the paths to power taken by 
female political leaders in other parts of 
the Islamic world (paths usually blazed by 
the deaths of husbands or other relatives), 
(filler, by contrast, was an American-edu-

question of women and make the cause 
central rather than peripheral to political 
reform. The ground had been prepared by 
the socially engaged literature of the late 
19th and early 20th centuries, including 
reformer Namik Kemal's novel The Poor 
Infant (1874), which explores the tragedy 

owhere was this more visible 
than in the initial pride and 
enthusiasm expressed to for­
eigners on the accession of 

Tansu filler as prime minister in 1993—
expressed not just by members of the edu­
cated elite but by a wide range of more 
modestly educated Turkish men on the 
street and in the bazaar, frequently with 
the addendum, "See, we're not so back­
ward." The need to prove Turkey's mo­
dernity and Westernness gained urgency 
from an external political reality that 
Qiller herself has not been above exploit­
ing—the strong impression that the Euro­
pean Union, long hesitant to grant Turkey 
membership, was turning its back in rejec­
tion. The EU's more encouraging response 
to the membership hopes of Hungary, 
Poland, and other Eastern European coun­
tries only stoked the insecurity that un­
derlies a great deal of Turkish public and

female protagonist disguises herself as a 

man to go to war.
Ataturk's own personal life drama­

tized his desire to put women's issues 
high on the agenda. He shocked his cabi­
net ministers by dancing with his wife, 
Latife, at parties, and even insisted— 
much against prevailing custom—that she 
be present at their wedding. One long­
term effect of his actions, evident even 
now, is the degree to which modern Turk­
ish democrats see the success of women's 
emancipation as central to their own self­

identity as Western.

Granting women the right to vote, to run 
for elective office, and to serve in the 
army, the code lifted Turkish women 
above women in many European coun­

tries.
While strongly supported by much of 

the urban elite, Ataturk's reforms met 
with fierce resistance in the rural areas 
where, in the 1920s, the majority of 
Turkey's tiny population lived. In The 
Emergence of Modern Turkey (1986), histo­
rian Bernard Lewis quotes Ataturk's dry 
evaluation of the role of military rule in 
his project of persuasion: "We did it . . . 
while the Law for the Maintenance of Or­
der was still in force. Had it not been, we 
would have done it all the same, but it 
certainly is true that the existence of the 
Law made it much easier for us."

To be sure, many countries with Mus­
lim populations and officially secular gov­
ernments have extended voting rights to 
women. In few, however, was the eman­
cipation of women so bound up in the na­
tional project of modernization and West­
ernization. To Ataturk, women's equality 
was a psychological centerpiece not only 
of the nation's modernity but also of fam­
ily life. Characterizing the "Turkish 
mother" as "fundamental to the nation on 
a thousand and one points," he managed 
to knit the idea of women having careers 
to the goal of "15 million Turks in 15 
years," a drive to repopulate after the di­
sastrous War of Independence (1919-23) 
and the empire's messy end.

More to the point, Ataturk managed
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about the financial mess that had become 
noticeable under Demirel. But the glow 
wore off quickly. Earlv reviews of her eco­
nomic performance were disappointing, 
and colleagues complained that she re­
fused to listen to ad\ ice or work with a 
team.
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the parliament as a 
fresh face, she became
Demirel's protegee in
True Path, one of a 
cluster of center-right 
parties with nearly 
identical policies.
Demirel ascended to 
the presidency on the 
death of Turgut Ozal, 
a popular leader and 
successful economic 
reformer who had been 
in power (first as prime 
minister, then as presi­
dent) since the after­
math of the 1980 military coup. Ozal died 
suddenly of a heart attack in 1M93 after an 
exhausting trip through the Central Asian 
Turkic capitals. Demirel, seeking to build a 
coalition that would keep True Path in 
power, backed filler; she became prime 
minister at age 47.

At first Qiller played her advantages 
to the hilt. Shortly after she took office, she 
and Pakistan prime minister Benazir 
Bhutto made a wildly photogenic trip to­
gether to embattled Sarajevo. European- 
and Americans responded enthusia-ti- 
cally to the attractive, tough-talking 
leader; (filler's background in eiononuo 
fueled hopes that she would do something
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merit, sometimes to the point of making 
other secular women uncomfortable, os­
tentatiously wearing a scarf on her head 
when she visits mosques or speaks with 
religious leaders. ("I'll bet she's never 
been in a mosque before this in her life," 
said a disgusted female professor at 
Ankara's Hacettepe University.) Just as 
important, she has drawn more and more 
support from, and given more and more 
rein to, an increasingly confident military 
establishment.

he most widely accepted expla­
nation for Welfare's mayoral 
wins was, as (filler said, not Is­
lam but corruption: the other 

parties had failed so resoundingly to solve 
economic and administrative problems, 

J
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enough for the clerics to steer clear. In 
general, though. Welfare has been extraor­
dinarily careful on the question of women, 
preferring to send its messages in stereo 
and to demur when questioned directly. 
"You never hear the answer to the ques­
tion," complained Sirin Tekel, one of the 
Women's Library directors. "It's pretty 
clear what they would like to do [with 
women], but at that stage the whole popu­
lation would rise up—they know that, so 
they're being very careful."

Though Welfare has never mentioned 
what it wants to do with, to, or about 
women, this very caution strikes many as 
a tip-off. One of its television campaign 
ads featured a blonde woman, a dentist, 
who appeared with her head uncovered. 
Party functionaries I interviewed in Istan­
bul were indignant at the suggestion that 
anybody's rights could be in danger.

"This isn't blocking anybody," said a 
spokesman for Tayyip Erdogan, the 
Istanbul mayor. "We've expanded opportu­
nity. Before this, a woman in a head scarf 
could not work in City Hall. Now she can."

As for the true Islamic radicals, the 
ones Welfare disavows because they dis­
card tait and openly urge the adoption of 
sharia, they too can be cautious. Drinking 
tea in the center of Istanbul's fundamen­
talist neighborhood of Fatih, I asked a 
bearded and capped magazine editor 
about filler's legitimacy. He jumped up 
and rummaged through bookshelves that 
offered, along with ordinary religious 
materials, a variety of gruesome anti- 
Semitic tracts, coming back with a volume 
of his own commentary. "In here," he 
said, presenting it to me, "I write that a 
woman can even be caliph."
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ny more deeply seated lack of 
confidence in filler's power 
could be inferred only from 
the persistence of rumors— 

starting with the Welfare wins and re­
peated every few weeks since—that she 
was about to be removed. If anything, the 
challenges to her gender came from her 
closer, more nominally secular rivals in 
the parliament, a group of whom, rallying 
for her opponent Mesut Yilmaz, chanted, 
"Mesut koltuga, Tansu mutfaga"—"Mesut 
to the chair, Tansu to the kitchen."

In person, filler can be steely. Asked 
in an interview about the role of 
groundbreaker, she softened slightly: "I 
have to succeed for Turkey, and also for 
Turkish women." The success of the fun­
damentalists drew no acknowledgment: a 
protest vote, she shrugged, against politi­
cal fragmentation and the corruption of 
her predecessors; all the more need for the 
constitutional amendments at the national 
level that, in fact, she has since been tire­
lessly pushing to enact.

Asked for her views of fundamental­
ist Islam generally, she answered ob­
liquely that Turkey's role is "to help both 
sides avoid becoming politically funda­
mentalist." Both sides? "Yes. If the Euro­
peans decide not to help the Bosnians, or 
not to admit us to the European Union, 
because they want only Christians, that is 
fundamentalist thinking."

A little of that steel may be reason 
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nd yet Islamist parties, too, 
have their flanks to protect. 
The first news stories after the 
election were not about trash 

or taxes but about an incident in which a 
group of teen-age boys had responded to 
news of their party's electoral victory by 
going up to women whose skirts they con­
sidered too short and spitting in their 
faces. Reading the news accounts of this 
incident while flying to Turkey in the 
spring of 1994,1 felt in a small way what I 
later learned many women in the secular 
elite experienced powerfully: a sinking, 
whirling sense of inevitability, the sort of 
feeling that comes when you hear that 
someone vou know’ has a deadly'disease.

But the story proved to have a sur­
prise ending. The spitters were attacked 
by passersby, who sailed in with their 
fists; two days later. Welfare announced 
that it did not support the street harass­
ment of women. This was modest, to be 
sure, but more explicit than any Islamist 
party, in Turkey or elsew'here, had ever 
been on the subject of street harassment. 
Though harassment on the basis of dress 
has been heard of in the year since, and 

one woman in I
reported shot by a relative for failing to 
veil, the party's official position remains 
unique among Islamist parties holding 
office. Then again, no other religious party 
in the Islamic world is currently in the po­
sition of having to hold onto votes and 

woo an electorate.

The taboos against Islamic practice, so 
strongly pushed by Ataturk, began to 
break down shortly after his death in 1938. 
For most rural women, it's agreed, they 
never really took hold at all. Along with 
the East-West and Islamic-secular divides, 
the other great split in Turkish conscious­
ness lies between city and country. Like 
the others, this one is borne out most pow­
erfully and visibly in the lives of women. 
Overall, the literacy and professional­
employment rates for Turkish women are 
higher than anywhere else in the Middle 
East: women make up one in six judges, 
one in four doctors, and over 40 percent 
of the enrollment in schools of medicine 
and law. There are three or more genera­
tions' worth of firmly feminist, Kemalist 
women in politics and the professions.

But outside the cities in this country of 
60 million, there are eight million illiter­
ate females, a dramatically lower average 
age of marriage, and burdensomely high 
fertility rates. Most annoying to the au­
thorities is the persistence in the villages 
of the practice of contractual religious 
marriages (sometimes arranged for very 
young children). Birth control and abor­
tion, while legal and widely available in 
the large cities, play little role for rural 
women who continue to plow the fields 
and to function as Anatolian family farm­
ers have for millennia. Women remain the 

' - ‘ ! tea
and nut crops, while the men, following a 
pattern seen throughout the Middle East, 
frequently spend their days in the village 
coffee houses. Few women in the cities 
have contact with this other side of the 
moon, where folk Islam, as opposed to the 
rigorous new kind, continues much as it 

always has.
The great exception to the secular-reli­

gious dichotomy was Semra Ozal, the late 
president's colorful, liberal, and cigar-smok­
ing first lady. After his death, Turgut Ozal was

economic reforms and privatizations, as well
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espite 80 vears of modernitv, 
you can still feel the pull ot the 
600-year Ottoman past, whose 
legends speak of contradic­

tions no less twisted than todav's. Otto­
man culture gave the world the harem.
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as the light touch with 
which he brought the 
fractious country back 
together after the 1980 
military coup. But dur­
ing his term as presi­
dent, the Turkish intel­
ligentsia attacked him 
bitterly for having ac­
commodated the fun­
damentalists after mili­
tary rule was lifted in
1983. A devout man,
Ozal made a point of 
going on hajj, the
Muslim pilgrimage, 
with Saudi Arabian 
friends—the first sec­
ular Turkish leader 
ever to make the trip.
But the main reason 
he gave a hand to the
fundamentalists was to counter the threat of 
communism. Building mosques and separate 
religious schools, inviting fundamentalists 
into the armv, Ozal incurred the wrath of 
people who thought he had opened the door 
to Islamist influence in politics.

On women's issues, though, Ozal 
drew no complaints. "Semra Hanim," or 
Madam Semra, was a continuing demon­
stration that such a man could be religious 
and vet have a wife who traveled freelv 
and pursued her own public-service 
agenda in the villages. She took a special 
interest in family planning, traveling often 
to remote areas, holding public health 
clinics, distributing birth control devices, 
and periodically presiding over mass reg­
istrations of illegal religious marriages 
with the civil courts.
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that powerful image of female mystique 
combined with female imprisonment, but 
the realitv of the harem—in literal mean­
ing, the private dwelling quarters of the 
head of household—is endlessly debated 
among historians and sociologists, some 
of whom even see the centuries of gender 
segregation as laving the ground for 
women s institutions and women's politi­
cal structures more powerful than those 
that exist in the West. And though main­
stream Ottoman societv was deeplv 
marked by the two sets of restrictions that 
shaped the lives or women throughout the 
Islamic world—s/rarai, which imposed the 
unequal personal—tatus laws governing 
marriage, divorce, and inheritance; and 
purdah, the practice ot restricting women 
to their homes—it seems also to have had 
a version ot todav s split between upper- 
class female freedom and lower-class fe­
male ignorance and confinement. The sul­
tans' mothers and sisters had great power: 
people who know nothing at all about 
Turkev are likelv to have heard a vague 
echo ot the stories told ot "Roxelana. ' the

■
An .AiifltoliiiH peusaiit in "traditionul" ^urb

I - "

JSli
____,

s
fa

e secular-reli-
Ozai. the late 
d cigar-smok- 
rgv’O/.al was 
v for his 

atu „ as well



IV105

Ith . -MLi

. "fc ,

cciitHil Anatoliiin village\ouug girl< iiin a

royal women to engage in large-scale ar-

we

78 WQ AUTUMN I M i) S

»

■a h:

e

■■■ .̂........

r

ye.

J

favorite wife of Suleiman the Magnificent 
(1490?-1566), who altered the succession 
in favor ot her son and was one of several

cause when y 
you need tab<

chitectural patronage.
The original nomadic existence of the 

first Ottoman Turks, and their more dis­
tant Central Asiatic cultural forebears, 
made tor relativelv free lives for women 
even after the adoption of Islam, a free­
dom that was curtailed onlv with settle­
ment and urbanization. Sociologists find 
a parallel in contemporarv Turkev, where 
women who undergo the sharpest de­
crease in personal freedom are the ever 
more numerous "recentiv rural," trans­
planted from a hie of hard agricultural toil 
to modest or squalid citv surroundings
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where they cannot work or, 
in some cases, even go out­
side because of the proxim­
ity of strangers. Such schol­
arship suggests that it is not 
Islam itself that circum­
scribes women's lives but 
Islam in conjunction with 
pressures brought about by 
massive social change.

Moreover, many Islam­
ist intellectuals go a step 
further and defend Islamic 
conceptions of womanhood 
in the same language their 
feminist critics use. Argu­
ing that Western feminism 
arose specifically in re­
sponse to female inequality 
under Christianity, they 
suggest that women are 
oppressed and objectified 
not by Islam but by con­
sumerism and materialism, 
and that Islam has always 
offered a more "empower­
ing" model for full female 
self-actualization, albeit in 
the private sphere.

At the very least, ar­
dent secularists have been forced to exam­
ine their own prejudices. "We made a 
mistake with the turbans," sighs Turkan 
Akyol, minister for health and women's 
affairs, the second-highest-ranking wom­
an in filler's government, a second-gen­
eration Kemalist, and a former universitv 
president. Akyol is filled with regret and 
trepidation by the successes of the Wel­
fare Party, and with confusion. "We were 
too careful," she says. "My generation 
used to refuse all such things, even those 
of us who came from religious families, 
even if we believed in God. We always felt 

had to be very careful of the slightest
step in that direction, the slightest reli­
gious symbol. Probably it was too much, 
but it helped us, too, in the beginning—be-
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cause when you make such a big change, 
you need taboos to avoid going back."

n Washington recently, in a confer­
ence room at the National Endow­
ment for Democracy, a male journal­
ist visiting from Algeria declared 

passionately that "it is women, and only 
women, who stand between us and Islam­
ist takeover. All over the Middle East, 
women will save us from Islamism." Tur­
key is no Algeria. It is a nation of complex­
ity and pragmatism, and whatever hap­
pens there is likely to happen slowly. Tol­
erance, it's said, is the option turned to 
when exhaustion and permanent warfare 
make all other paths impossible; it could 
also be the option into which parties are 
forced by electoral spinning and trim­
ming, even if the opposite poles of the ar­
gument lie on opposite sides of the men­
tal and philosophical world.

A splinter politician, traveling around 
the Turkish countryside to launch a party 
called New Democracy, takes pains to say 
he is reaching out to'the people "who are 

not afraid of democracy, who are not 
afraid of religion." He tells a campaign 
anecdote that sounds like a Grimms's 
fairy tale: "I was at a picnic, campaigning, 
and I met a man with three daughters. The 
first daughter said, 'Oh! You're so hand­
some! Can I kiss you?' And she kissed me 
on the cheek. The second one shook my 
hand. The third one wouldn't shake my 
hand; she was too religious. But she 
wished me well." The candidate, whose 
name is Cem Boynar, is an industrialist 
who might do well in 1996 or disappear 
without an electoral trace. His candidacy 
hardly suggests the old Atatiirkian meta­
phor of a straight march from East to 
West. Instead it conjures up a more com­
plicated image, suggested by the turbu­
lent waters one sees from the Istanbul 
bridge connecting Europe with Asia. The 
waves there move neither east nor west 
but roil endlessly above the colliding cur­
rents of the Black Sea, the Golden Horn, 
and the Bosporus, an apt image of a nation 
that will never be in anything as simple as 
transition.
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Population and Family PlanningTurkey:

o Improvements in quality ana acaeaa lu xcuuxxy pxaiiiixiiy nave 
improved women's health and lowered maternal and infant mortality 

rates.

o Turkey still needs to lower its fertility rate in order to 
reduce the population growth rate to levels consistent with 

sustainable development.

Key Issues

Improvements in quality and access to family planning have

While there is no USAID Mission in Turkey, funding for 
family programs remains the largest civilian program, other than 
Economic Support Funds, at $7.3 million in Fiscal Year 1995. 
USAID has designated Turkey a phase-out country and local 

programs will end in 1999.

Turkey is the world's 16th most populous country with a 
population of 62 million people. The population growth rate is 
1.9 percent and the fertility rate is 2.7.

In addition to high population growth and fertility rates, 
Turkey is urbanizing at a rapid rate. Forty-one percent of 
Turkey's population lived in urban areas in 1970. Today the 
rural to urban ratio has reversed with sixty percent of the 
population living in cities. Rapid urbanization has brought a 
host of problems to Turkey's cities — especially.Istanbul -- 
including environmental degradation, lack of housing, and 

inadequate employment and infrastructure.

After the founding of the Turkish Republic in 1923, the 
demographic implosion caused by a series of wars and the collapse 
of the Ottoman Empire led the new government to pursue a 
pro-natalist policy. This policy was reversed in the early 
1960s'. A military government passed a sweeping series of laws 
in 1983, including the legalization of abortion. In the late 
1970's, illegal and self-induced abortions caused half of 
maternal deaths. Maternal and infant mortality rates have fallen 
dramatically in recent years: maternal mortality is 132 per
100,000 and the infant mortality rate is 53 per 100,000.

While rapid urbanization and socio-economic change have 
contributed to a declining population growth rate, Turkey still 
has a low modern contraceptive usage rate of 35 percent. This is 
due to a lack of adequate education concerning contraceptive 
choices and problems of quality and access to family planning. 
We estimate that over 4 million couples have an unmet demand for 

modern contraception.



2

o
family planning in Turkey.

The U.S. Government has played an active role in support of 
■  ’ - '  . USAID will phase out its programs by

1999, and is encouraging the Turkish Government to play a greater 
role in promoting family planning.



Beijing ConferenceTurkey:

women

Since the Beijing Conference, the GOT has introduced 
proposals to comply with conference plans of action. The 
Ministry of Health introduced women's status initiatives into its 
National Family Planning Strategy. The GOT has also committed 
itself to removing those few laws which limit women's legal 

equality.

The Turkish Government sent a substantial delegation of 28 
members to the September 1995 United Nations Fourth World 
Conference on Women in Beijing. Headed by the then-State 
Minister for Women's Issues, Ms. Aysel Baykal, it included 
representatives from the Ministries of Labor, Culture, Education, 
and Foreign Affairs and from political parties,- several 
professors who study women's issues, and women affiliated with a 

range of NGOs.

Then PM Ciller's failure to attend the Beijing Conference 
did not mean that the Turkish Government slighted the Conference. 
The delegation represented the best of Turkish women -- those in 
government, those dealing with practical issues and those 
studying women's issues. If any group went under-represented, it 
was the women entrepreneurs who have found new opportunities as a 
result of economic liberalization in recent years. Preparation 
for the Beijing Conference was headed by the Directorate for 
Women's and Family Issues.

Turkey's positions in Beijing mirrored those of the U.S. 
Prior to the Conference, the Turks worked in tandem with the U.S. 
to try to resolve bracketed language. The GOT position was that 
language used in previous UN documents, such as at the Cairo 
Conference, should not have been at issue.

The GOT delegation was concerned with the issue of violence 
against women. It also supported the view that human rights for 

should fall under the rubric of universal human rights.



Children and Education

In rural Anatolia and the southeast, the literacy rate for 
girls is very low; many do not complete primary school. 
(Literacy rates in the Southeast may actually be dropping.) The 
literacy rate for boys, most of whom complete primary school, is 
higher. High school students often live away from home. 
Universities have been established in many provincial cities, but 
the rigorous national entry examination restricts first-class 
education to a tiny elite.

The Constitution and labor laws forbid employment of 
children younger than 15, although those ages 13 and 14 may 
engage in light, part-time work if enrolled in school or 
vocational training. The Constitution also prohibits children 
from engaging in physically demanding or night work. The 
Ministry of Labor effectively enforces these laws only in the 
organized industrial sector. Many children work because families 
need the supplementary income. Young boys work at low wages, for 
example in auto repair shops. Girls rarely work in public, but 
many are kept out of school to work in handicrafts.

The Government has recognized the problem of child labor and 
has been working with the ILO to define its dimensions and 
determine solutions. The Ministry of Labor, the Ankara 
Municipality, the Turk-Is Labor Confederation, and the Turkish 
Employers Association participate in the ILO's International 
Program on the Elimination of Child Labor (IPEC) , a new project 
to solve the problems of working children.

Turkey:

Simply from observing Turks, it is clear that they love and 
protect their children. Despite massive social and economic 
change featuring internal migration and the absence of many 
breadwinners in Europe, family ties and values remain intact.

The Turkish Government is committed to furthering children's 
welfare and works to expand opportunities in education and 
health, including further reduction of the infant mortality rate. 
The State Minister for Women's and Family Issues oversees 
implementation of Government programs for children. Turkey has 
signed but not ratified the U.N. Convention on the Rights of the 

Child.

Children have suffered greatly from the cycle of violence in 
the Southeast. Contradictory pressures from the terrorist 
Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK) and security forces on Kurdish 
villagers, PKK assassination of schoolteachers and school 
closings, and the migration of many families, forced or 
voluntary, have uprooted children to cities already hard-pressed 
to extend basic, mandatory social services such as schooling. 
Many cities in the Southeast are operating schools on double 
shifts, with as many as 100 students (probably double the 
average) per classroom. Government regional boarding schools are 

insufficient.



Turkey: Health

Key Issues

Pressing forward with proposed health reforms.o

Allowing the private sector to provide more health services.o

The small portion of the national budget provided to 
health is frequently misallocated. Health reform legislation 
has languished in the Turkish Parliament for three years, due 
to parliamentarians' lack of interest and technical
expertise. Draft legislation calls for the MOH to shift 
emphasis to preventative rather than curative care.

Quality is generally low at public health facilities. 
State financial support is inadequate and, since the 1960s, 
most has flowed to rural areas rather than to rapidly growing 
cities. Rural clinics often lack adequate medical staff, 
equipment and pharmaceuticals. City hospitals and clinics 
are overburdened by both urban demand and by rural clients 
searching for better quality and range of health services.

Turkish health indicators have improved markedly over the 
last 40 years. Life expectancy is 65 years for men and 69 
for women. The infant mortality rate is 53 per 100,000 live 
births and the maternal mortality rate is 132 per 100,000. 
Yet 37 percent of women still receive no prenatal care; 20 
percent of children suffer from stunting; and only 59 percent 
of children receive proper vaccinations by the age of one.

o Setting government quality standards for both private and 
public health care.

Turkey's health sector reflect the nation's incomplete 
transition from a state-planned to a free market economy and 
its transformation from a rural to urban society. While 
there is a growing, vibrant private sector, two large, public 
systems dominate the health sector: the Ministry of Health 
(MOH) and the Social Security Administration (SSK).

Health care finance confronts a variety of problems. The 
Ministry of Health receives only four percent of the total 
government budget, yet all Turkish citizens may receive 
services at its facilities. Those who can pay a nominal fee, 
while the poor receive free services. The SSK funds pensions 
as well as a huge health care system. As much of Turkey's 
economy is unrecorded, millions of workers escape paying 
Social Security premiums. The SSK lost over $2 billion in 
1995; and its losses will double in 1996. Private health 
insurance is still in its infancy.



Turkey:

Key Issues 

In 1995, USAID expanded assistance to include support for 
democratic initiatives. USAID approved funding for a program to 
enable Turkish physicians to treat and document cases of torture 
and the development of local non-governmental organizations. 
Total funding for these programs is approximately $1 million.

From the end of the Second World War to 1993, Turkey received 
over $17 billion in economic and military assistance, and has 
been the fourth largest recipient of U.S. bilateral assistance, 
after Israel, Egypt and Vietnam. U.S. aid consisted of $10 
billion in grants and $7 billion in loans over this period.

o Turkey has received massive amounts of U.S. foreign 
assistance since the end of World War II.

o U.S. assistance now flows in support of military, 
counter-narcotics, health, and democratic programs.

o While the bulk of assistance has been in military support, a 
substantial portion of assistance has been utilized for economic 
development which has had lasting results.

U.S. Assistance

In FY ’96, Congress approved $320 million in market-rate 
loans, and $33.5 million in economic assistance.

The bulk of assistance has been in support of the Turkish 
military. Total U.S. military assistance through 1993 reached 
$12.5 billion, with economic aid totalling $2.8 billion. In FY 
'95, the U.S. provided Turkey with $420 million in military aid 
in market-rate loans through the Foreign Military Sales program. 
Economic Support Funds totalled $45.75 million in 1995, with 
Development Assistance for population programs accounting for 
another $7.3 million. The U.S. assistance program for training 
of Turkish military personnel is the largest in the world. 
Certain arms sales to Turkey have become controversial over the 
past few years, especially following the delivery in June 1995 of 
a specially mandated report to the Congress on the use of
U.S.-supplied arms in the commission of human rights abuses.



it borders three

The PKK affects Turkey's relations with many foreign states. 
How vigorously European governments suppress PKK extortion and 
terrorism has an impact on ties with Turkey. Turkish relations 
with Syria are strained in part because Syria harbors PKK leader 
Abdallah Ocalan. The presence of PKK forces in northern Iraq 
triggered a Turkish incursion a year ago. Turkey hosts Operation 
Provide Comfort, which protects Iraqi Kurds from Saddam's 
vengeance, but many Turks fear this U.S.-led coalition fosters an 
embryonic Kurdish state. Turkey supports UN sanctions against 
Iraq despite the cost to Turkey's economy. Iran and Turkey 
cooperate against the PKK, but differ over secularism, Bosnia, 
and the Middle East peace process. Turkey's long positive 
relations with Israel have deepened as the peace process (to 
which Turkey contributes) has grown and as visits (recently by 
then-PM Ciller and President Demirel) intensify.

Turkey: Regional and Security Issues

A U.S. ally since the 1940's, Turkey was long the 
southeastern bulwark of NATO, which it joined in 1952. The 
demise of the USSR and the return of ethnic nationalism increased 
the strategic importance of Turkey as the focus of regional U.S. 
interests. Turkey's is a tough neighborhood: it borders three 
U.S.-designated terrorism-supporting states.

Turkey helped to quarantine Serbia and is a vigorous 
partisan of the Dayton Accords, co-hosting with Deputy Secretary 
Talbott on March 15 a donors' conference on training and 
equipping the Bosnian Armed Forces.

Centuries of conflict color Turkish attitudes toward Russia. 
Although an increasingly important trading partner, Russia 
engenders suspicion -- over its brutal suppression of the 
Chechens, the protraction of the Nagorno-Karabakh dispute between 
Armenia and Azerbaijan, non-compliance with CFE treaty limits on 
its forces on Russia's flanks, the shaky independence of the 
Central Asian republics, and routes for pipelines to bring 
Caspian oil and gas to Western markets.

Greece, also a NATO ally, disputes Turkey's desire for a 
status quo on Aegean issues such as airspace, maritime borders, 
and the continental shelf. The U.S. defused a confrontation over 
the Imia/Kardak rocks in January, but U.S. efforts to promote 
direct contacts await Greek moves. Turkey resents Greece's hold 
on European Union funds due Turkey under its customs union 
agreement with the EU, a major 1995 Turkish achievement.

Turkey's first security concern is the separatist terrorist 
PKK (Kurdistan Workers' Party). Over 15,000 citizens, many 
ethnic Kurds, have died since 1984 at the hands of or in the 
struggle against the PKK. A massive Army deployment behind 
paramilitary and police forces pacified most cities in the 
Southeast, but many villages were forcibly evacuated. Human 
rights violations -- some involving U.S.-supplied weapons -- have 

occurred.



The U.S. Mission in Turkey

The United States has maintained formal relations with Turkey 
(and its precursor, the Ottoman Empire) since 1830. The Embassy 
was moved from Istanbul to Ankara in the 1920s after Ankara 
became the capital of the new Republic of Turkey.

The U.S. Mission to Turkey consists of the Political,
Political-Military, Economic, Consular and Administrative
Sections; the Foreign Commercial Service, Foreign Agricultural 
Service, U.S. Information Service (USIS), Drug Enforcement 
Agency, Defense Communications Support Group, Defense Attache 
Office, Defense Contract Management Operation and representatives 
of the Department of Labor and the Internal Revenue Service. The 
Office of Defense Cooperation, Technical Liaison Office and the 
Air Force Office of Special Investigations are also in Ankara but 
are not under Chief of Mission authority.

Like all U.S. overseas missions worldwide, we have faced 
painful and debilitating budget cuts over the past three years. 
Innovative and hard-nosed management has permitted us to realize 
savings and maintain core functions, but the budget cuts have 
hurt us in key operational areas. In 1995, we were forced to cut 
our local workforce by 15 percent and have not been able to 
increase their wages since April 1995 despite a 125 percent 
increase in the consumer price index in Turkey since then. Our 
information management systems are obsolete and inadequate even 
by Department of State standards. We have not been able to buy 
any sorely needed equipment since September 1995. We had to cut 
back on supply orders nearly 30 percent over the past year. 
Further cuts will require the Mission to scale back the range of 
activities the U.S. Government is able to pursue in Turkey, a 
country that is the crossroads of almost every issue of 
importance to the United States on the Eurasian continent.

The U.S. Mission to Turkey is recognized as one of the best 
managed diplomatic missions in the world. Its 199 American staff 
and 668 Turkish staff represent and support U.S. Government 
operations in three locations in Turkey: the Embassy in Ankara, 
the Consulate General in Istanbul and the Consulate in Adana. A 
consular agent and a Turkish employee of the Foreign Commercial 
Service operate small offices in Izmir. Our Marine Corps 
Security Guard Detachment was selected as the best in the world 
for 1995, and our Human Rights reporting officer, Janice Weiner, 
was honored as the best in the world for 1994.



TURKEY: - ETIQUETTE

Maintaining

—Prime Minister Mesut Yilmaz is more formal and will maintain 
his formality during the conversation.

Western-oriented Turks generally follow European norms of 
The staff at mosques in use forbid bare arms and legs; 

At historical mosques managed by

—President Suleyman Demirel is relatively formal but enjoys 
mixing with people.

Turks generally follow European norms of etiquette, table 
manners, and protocol. Receiving lines and seating at official 
functions are always in order of precedence.

—DYP leader and former Prime Minister Tansu Ciller is more 
relaxed. She is accustomed to American culture and likes dealing 
with Americans.

Greeting: English is frequently, but not universally, understood
by government/business leaders. Turks shake hands both to meet 
and say good-bye. Turkish "personal space" is narrower than what 
we are used to in the United States, and touching is more common.

Dress:
dress.
women must cover their heads.
the Culture Ministry, these restrictions are relaxed, but modesty 
is advised. Shoes are removed outside all mosques.

Tea: Before any conversation or meeting can begin, your Turkish
hosts will offer a drink, usually tea served with sugar cubes, 
Turkish coffee, fruit juice or soda water. The substance of the 
conversation may then begin.

Forms of Address: Unless the host or the senior person in a 
conversation suggests otherwise, it is inappropriate to use first 
names in a professional or official setting. By law, all married 
women are required to take their husband's surname. An exception 
is Tansu Ciller, whose husband petitioned the court to assume her 
surname when they married.

Conversation: Sensitive topics include Kurdish grievances, human
rights, Armenia, Greece, and Cyprus. Turks, when first
introduced, often ask what to Americans are personal questions. 
Questions about marriage, children, and salaries are not 
uncommon. Despite asking pointed questions, Turks prefer to 
answer questions indirectly. When asking a question that could 
be controversial, they will use an oblique approach, 
honor or "face" is very important.
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Smoking: Turks are often heavy smokers. Smoking indoors, even
in close quarters or at the table during dinner, is considered 
entirely appropriate.
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U.S.-TURKEY: HABITAT CONFERENCE BACKGROUND

UNCLASSIFIED

The United Nations Conference on Human Settlements (Habitat II) 
will convene in Istanbul June 3-14, 1996, to concentrate on the 
practical realities of rapid urbanization and other aspects of 
sustainable human settlements development. There will also be 
a number of parallel fora for local government, 
non-governmental and private sectors as well as an 
international trade fair to highlight "Good Ideas for Better 
Cities."

Turkey is proud to host Habitat II, which has special relevance 
to Turkey as it attempts to deal with a rapidly urbanizing 
society. Turkey faces major environmental and urban 
challenges, owing to the massive internal migration that 
threatens to overwhelm its infrastructure. This will be the 
first international conference in which NGO's participate 
(including Turkey's fledgling NGO's). Habitat II will be the 
last in the cycle of UN mega-conferences on global issues that 
began with the UNCED in Rio in 1992. Turkey wants to 
demonstrate it can successfully host the more than 20,000 
expected participants.

Preparatory work continues, but much of the Conference’s final 
document remains in brackets. Points of disagreement include 
the treatment of a "right to adequate housing" and a 
controversy over "sustained economic growth" versus
"sustainable development" (drawing upon Rio's Agenda 21, the 
U.S. insists that priority be given to the latter formula).

Sustainable development is the underlying principle running 
throughout this cycle. Habitat II has two goals: 1) adequate 
shelter for all; and 2) sustainable human settlements 
development in an urbanizing world. The gathering will produce 
the "Habitat Agenda," containing a Global Plan of Action. 
UNCED is the overall blueprint, and Rio Principles will guide 
Habitat II as they have guided the other mega-conferences in 
this cycle.

At the conference the United States will promote three overall 
priorities: sustainability; enablement; and partnership. 
Sustainability refers to the promotion of actions to achieve 
the economic, social and environmental components of building 
sustainable communities that will avoid the infrastructure and 
environmental problems of previous development patterns.
Enablement refers to the condition in which governments create 
conditions to enable the key actors themselves to meet 
individual settlement needs. Partnership refers to a 
partnership of public and private actors at all levels to give 
individuals a real stake in these issues.
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Ankara, Turkey: Wreath Laying at Ataturk's Tomb

Context for the Event

The

Your Objective

o You will want to show respect for the father of modern 
Turkey and thus for Turkey's secular, democratic values.

You will be accompanied during your visit to the mausoleum 
by Colonel Albay Ufuk Ozkaynak, commander of the unit which 
guards the mausoleum, and his wife.

The mausoleum itself stands on a raised area reached by 33 
steps. Its grandiose yet somber construction is reminiscent of a 
classical temple, surrounded by a portico with square pillars. 
The interior of the monument is lined with marble, while the 
ceiling features gold mosaics. The cenotaph is a monolithic 
block of marble, weighing 40 tons; Ataturk is actually buried in 
a vault below the monument.

Ataturk's mausoleum was built on a hill overlooking the 
Maltepe district of Ankara between 1944 and 1953, and its walls 
contain stone blocks from all of Turkey's regions. The entrance 
of the monument leads the visitor to a long colonnaded avenue, 
flanked by 24 Hittite lions that symbolize the first great 
Anatolian civilization that flourished here 3,500 years ago. 
Lion's walk ends at a vast courtyard. On the right is the 
Mehmetcik Tower. The courtyard contains the mausoleum on the 
left side and, on the right side, the sarcophagus of Ismet Inonu 
(1884-1973), Ataturk's friend and prime minister, who succeeded 
him as President of the Republic.

Distinguished visitors to the Turkish capital customarily 
pay respects to Kemal Ataturk, the founder of the modern Turkish 
Republic. Anit Kabir, Ataturk's Mausoleum, is a national shrine 
to the memory of the man who founded and shaped modern Turkey. 
Kemal Ataturk was a brilliant, enlightened leader, who put 
together an army from the shambles of the Ottoman Empire and led 
it to victory, then traded his uniform for a suit and fashioned 
an entirely new country. In roughly a decade, Ataturk 
transformed a backward society — formed by five centuries of 
Ottoman rule — into a secular, democratic state with a new 
modern language and greatly expanded rights for women. Atuturk 
is universally revered in this country in a way that far eclipses 
even our admiration of George Washington.
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Talking Point

o I have heard and read a great deal about Kemal Ataturk. He 
was an inspiring leader and visionary, with ideas far ahead 
of his times. Turkey's success today stems in large part 
from his vision.
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Almost overnight Kemal Ataturk banned the 

fez, secularized the state, gave women the vote 

and set Turkey on a course toward the West

At the height of his power and popnlariiv. .Ataturk 
stares front the window of a train bearing him to Ankat.

I

of the courts, as well. Legal disputes involving such 
ters as divorce and inheritance were referred to these 
religious courts, governed by precepts formulated 1.300 
years before, in the lime of the Prophet. Women, in gen­
eral, had few rights, received limned schooling, could 
not vote and were not supposed to appear in public 
with men, even their husbands.

Powerful leaders used to be called “makers of histo­
ry”; few so obviously deserve the title as Ataturk. Be­
tween 1923 and 1938, the year he died, he made this 
mostly Muslim country into a largely secular state, mod­
eled on the nations of Western Europe. History has seen 
no national transformation swifter or more dramatic. In 
a little more than 15 years, he tried to accomplish the 

work of centuries.
He abolished the sultanate in 1922 and. a year later, 

exiled the caliph, took education away from the clerics 
and closed the religious courts. The effect of these mea­
sures was to separate church and state, something that 
had never happened before in western Asia. He banned 
the fez, which had become a symbol of Ottoman and Is­
lamic orthodoxv, adopted a modified Latin alphabet, 
outlawed polygamy and championed equal rights for 
women. It’s largely because of Ataturk that, today, Turk­
ish women have made their mark in medicine, law, even 
politics. Though her political future is currently in 
doubt, Tansu Ciller, Turkey’s bright, forward-looking 
prime minister, has been one of onlv a handful of 
women to head a government anywhere.

It is safe to sav that without Ataturk there might not 
be a Turkish nation. It was he who extricated it from the 
wreckage of the Ottoman Empire and World War 1. in 
which Turkev unwiselv sided with Germany. When the 
war ended, the victorious Allies seemed bent on dis­
membering not just the Ottoman Empire, but its pre- 
dominantly Turkish provinces, too. The Ottoman Turks 
had occupied Greece and parts of southeastern Europe 
for centuries. But under the Treaty of Sevres, signed bv 
representatives of Ottoman Turkev and the Allied pow­
ers (with the exception of Russia and the United Stalest. 
Turkev was to consist onh of Istanbul and parts of the 
Anatolian peninsula. Greece, with British encourage­
ment, laid claim to all parts of Turkes in Europe and a 
good deal of western Anatolia as well.

The treats required Ottoman forces to las down their 
arms, and it was to expedite this proce" that the sultan, 
by then under the thumb of the Allies, ^ent Ataturk to 
Anatolia in 1919. But Ataturk, then In'pvctoi-Getieial

I

I

I

Turkey’s teahouses are charming places. Plane trees 
shade small tables set along white walls. Men play 
backgammon or huddle over water pipes. Steam rises 
from boiling samovars. The tea doesn’t vary, either: 
amber in color, it’s served in small, tulip-shaped glasses 
resting on saucers painted red and gold. Most of 
Turkey’s teahouses bas e something else in common—a 
picture of Kemal Ataturk, the father of modern Turkey. 
In this, thev are not unique. There are portraits of 
Ataturk everywhere you go in Turkey. Young Ataturk, 
old Ataturk, Ataturk in middle age. Ataturk the teacher, 
the soldier, the statesman. Ataturk in tweeds. Ataturk 
in flannels. Ataturk in a top hat. In homes, shops and 
universities; in restaurants, offices and banks, this 
man. though dead more than 50 years, is still verv 

much a presence.
His name speaks volumes. In both Arabic and Turk­

ish. "Kemal’’ means ■ perfection." It was a name that was 
conferred upon him at military school in 1893 because 
of his command of algebra. He was just 12 years old. 
“Ataturk." the name he took in 1934. means “Father 
Turk." no less. For most of his life, he viewed his people 
as his children. Asked once why he rarely smiled, he 
replied, “Isn’t modernizing a nation a serious busi­
ness?" But Kemal Ataturk never doubted he was up to 
the job. In 1923. when he founded the Turkish Repub­
lic. his countrv was mired in the Middle Ages. Muslim 
clerics, wielding authority said to come h orn God, dom­
inated the customs of the country. Under the tutelage of 
a tottering sultan, and a caliph who was the heir of the

I’lophct Muhammad as hmpoial and spuiiu.d livad <>l 

Islam, the ( let it s had t till most ot the st bools anti somt 

mat-

I
I!

i

“Father Turk,”
and that he was

■i
• i
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planes, Ataturk’s army had driven the

.!

enough to issue him a temporary vi>

If

■73

• f

in the past. What made the differ

i

»

fs3

b-

:■

I

I

iL

i

kill him, persuaded the British to hei. 
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vember morning the sultan assemble 
an entourage of ten, including his
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human being.’ said Ataturk. So gt 
was his passion to emulate West-.

Greeks outnumbered Turks three to 
one but were short of food and water.

Bv the fall of 1922, with 50,000 men, 
no tanks and only a few rickety bi-

wavs that enemies used to joke .<!•■ 
it. The country was luckv. the) s.. 
that he hadn't forced Turks to le 
French or convert to Christianity

Some reforms had been attemp
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A> an Ottoman officer, Ataturk won 
fame bv beating British at (>allipoli.
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three times helped deny the Gallipoli 
Peninsula to the Allies in 1915. Now, in

sor.

his doctor, his bandmaster, two et 
nuchs and a barber. (His five wive 
would follow later.) At 6 a.m., the part 
slipped into two British ambulance 
and headed for the Bosporus, where

I
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If armies occupying western Anatolia.

As a daring field commander, he had

enormous prestige Ataturk biougl 
implementing them. As early as 1

farewell to his harem, the caliph w 
bundled onto a train bound for Sv 
zerland. At the Swiss border, anoth 
indignity awaited. He was a polyg 
mist, Swiss officials explained, and 
such could not be allowed to enter t 

In the end they relent

■ < i

aoncT tgain. AuhePSaklrva River his battleship. HMS Malaya, was waiting
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Kemal. <||M,|XM <I oidei- In­

stead ot disai mmg 1 m kish soldiei 
icorgam/ed them and repaired m the 

remote eastern Anatolian city of F.rzu-
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saw it, to make progress Turkey eit 
had to emulate Western Europe or 
dominated bv it. He wanted to ma 
the country as liberal as he could: 
wanted to make it "modern.’ a w. 
he used often. One dav an exaspera 
cleric demanded to know exact!' v 
the word meant. "It means bein.
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Prince Abdul Mejid, less than 12 hot; 
to pack his bags. After biddii

KW ■

him Gazi. meaning "conqueror. •> 
“one who fights on behalf of Islam.

It was as the leader of his countrs 
men by popular acclaim that he abol 
ished the sultanate. He intended t< 
exile the sultan, but in the end lu 
didn't have to. The old man. alrau 
that an overzealous nationalist migb

rum, intent on organizing nationalist 
resistance to both the sultan and the 
Allies. The angry sultan ordered Ata­
turk to return to Istanbul. “1 shall stay

ty once again -
forces dealt the Greeks a decisive de­
feat in one of the longest battles in his- A year 
torv. The two armies fought along a 60-

-
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Greeks out of Anatolia and had per­
suaded the Allies to withdraw most of country.

Having driven out the Greek 
vaders, abolished the monarch' a 
broken the official power of Isla 
Ataturk set to work in earnest. A'

One look at 
the ear and tliey’lHEn 

r" is no rascally rabbit. --,— .
- you want to give something (■ 
/ special, hop over to the nearest 

Steiff retailer.' .

now was the tenacity, t tithlessnes'

in Anatolia." came the reply, "until the 
nation has won its independence. 
Then he moved west, convened a par­
liament, set up a rebel government in 
Ankara (Turkey's present capital) and
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and this institution declared Turkey a 
republic with Ataturk as president in 
1923. This change was affected with lit­
tle opposition because of Ataturk’s 
reputation, won at Gallipoli and bur­
nished during the war of indepen­
dence. At Gallipoli, when he'd been 
struck in the chest bv shrapnel, the 
watch in his breast poc ket was shat­
tered. but Ataturk came av.av un­
harmed. Mans <>! hi'coun'.rvmen drew 
their own conclusions: he was divinelv 
chosen to lead his people.

This was ironic because Ata'tn k was 

not mereh an agnostic, lie regarded 

Islam as inimical to piogre". it > said 
that in a lit of ivmpc:. tic oiu, tincu a 

Koran al one o! 1 urket s ton cicrics.

Ataturk gave lut ket a t epublii an 

constitution. People non \oted. and 

laws were debated and passc<l b\ the 

national assemble, lint lhci< u.t' icalh 

onh one parn-—-the People s Republi­

can Parts, which would dominate 

Turkish politic s niiiil long altc-i his 

death. In c c oiiotnic ' \laiml. s pt<>- 

grams aimed at ntldgmc; a m.ui.c. a;gi i- 

cullutal ec ononis tow.ild iiiantil.n- 

lurc. lie encouraged business with 

government loans, as well as a measure 

of slate planning and the establish­

ment ol some stale -owned indusirivs.
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wear hats to
and ordered his suits fr<

creed, Turkish men would be required be raised when greeting someone.
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eyes
of a demon. When the doctor left, our

hats mstead. That was caster oideted iound wearing a lez tasked a penalu ■■ 
a national jail. Naturally, the demand lor hat 

liero tinned benevolent dictator. The grew, supplies ran out, prices so.u eti

In 1935 Ataturk addresses the Congress of the People s Republican 
Partv, the onlv pat tv that wielded real power during his regime.

But he lelt the details to his able prime 

minister, Ismct Inonu, who served as

“Islam’s great iconoclast," as Arnold 
Toynbee once described him, Ataturk
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had been worn in ' 
century, but in that time-------------
come to think of it and Islam as syn­
onymous. By rejecting one, you were
rejecting the other.

“If we will be a civilized people.” said the national pressjun 
Ataturk, “we must wear civilize'd in- t---------
ternational clothes. The fez is the sign hat etiquette

lion, even outright’coercion. Though Ataturk I Knew, journalist and polit 
he kent the armv small—to save Tur- cian Falih Rifki describes his tetroi

P nev-and enioved wide public when, as a small child at the turn of the portant reform, but it stirre te

t

I

“the forces of supersti- visiting his father, and as he looked at
it Rifki recalled, “it seemed to have ance quickh ceased when Ataiuik 

and ears and a voice, like the bead in special tribunals and troops.

J

' " i saw a hat at close quar- publicity and passion,

ters. It belonged to a foreign doctor

Before banning the fez outright, calls he
. . i _______!_______

■' ' ‘ ’ t him look dramatic. He claimed to !
bv indifferent to luxury. All he needed

life, he said, was “a piece of bread a 
> be able to eat and drink wi 

work. (Some resigned friends." But he took pains with his; 
rather than comply. Ataturk retaliated pearance and ordered his suits fr<
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er. Addressing a party congress in 19. 
he spoke for six days, six hours a da'

Ataturk was also a believer in the < 
ilizing powers of the fox-trot. In 19 
he gave Turkov’s first ball, attended 
the country’s top officials and b\ th 
wives. Until then Muslim couple' I 
rarely been seen together in pub; 
Soon Ataturk was urging towns all o- 
Turkov to open dance clubs. One st 
club, short olWomen, had to advert 
for them. Applicants, said the 
should be able to play a musical inst 
ment and speak without stuttering.

As engines of change, the d.u 
dubs seem fairly frivolous. But 
Ataturk s innovations, howevei sm 
contributed to his grand design. In 
speeches he now began to stress 
rights of women. This was radical 
much of Anatolia, women were con

■ .* ' •

bv stopping their pensions.) He had London’s Savile Row. For recreati. 
mv ..oulw.—l | i stories extolling he listened to jazz, played cat ds. p 
“he haCs vn-tues" Follow-ups dealt with sued women and read futuristic nov 

:: how to wear and care for bv H. G. Wells. He was also a great t. 

of ignorance? Sui ting in 1925, he de- a hat, and precisely how high it should
i

I"

Ataturk devised ways of making the hat eyes and nJassive e> c^ro\_s;^

aUo turned his wrath on what seemed less of an object of fear. He added a 1...
an unoffending urget; the fez. The fez small brim to the headgear worn bv

Turkey for about a the army. (To keep out the sun. he lift
tat time Turks had said.) He ordered all civil servants to to

the country’s leader for 12 years after 
Ataturk's death.

In pursuit of projects that interested 

him—education,
changing of popular attitudes, the 
eradication of religion from politics— 
Ataturk was incredibly tenacious. No 
detail escaped him, and he was pre­
pared to use charm, cajolery, intimida-

key money—and enjoyed wide public 
approval, he ruled imperiously. With century,^he first
the caliph gone, Ataturk declared an

all-out war on *
lion." He closed the religious schools
and replaced the holy law with a civil

than achieved, even lor a 

hero lurne.. ---------
very word “hats" was explosive in

fidel customs. For years, not daring to 
use the “H" word, the press had re­
ferred to all hats, except the fez. as 
“head cover with a brim," or "protec­
tor from sunshine." In his book 7/i<

i-

Desperate men settled for anythin 
with a brim—bowlers, boaters, fed< 
ras. Some even wore women’s hat- 
Particularly for the old, renouncin 
the fez was sacrilege. Many tried wea 
ing a handkerchief under the hat 
That wav, they reasoned, the h. 
wouldn’t actually touch their head. 11’. 
hat law was far from Ataturk’s most in 

; mo 
. Riots broke ot 

in eastern Turkey. Officials trying t 
enforce the law were stoned. Resis
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IO discard the lez and we.u Wi 't< nt

national jail. Naturally, the demand lor hat
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i iiil inlciioi i<> men. |<> Ai.itmk this 
was nonsense. Women were entitled to 
the same opportunities as men, he in­
sisted. If anything, their schooling was 
more important than men s, because 
when you educated a woman, you edu­
cated an entire family. Little by little, 
barriers fell. Women voted in local 
elections in 1930 and in national elec­
tions in 1935. Seventeen deputies in 
the new Grand National Assembly that 
year were female.

Politically, Ataturk thought like a re­
forming Westerner. In personal tem­
perament, he was quite different. Just 
months before his new civil code made 
easy divorces illegal, he divorced La- 
life Hanim, his wife of two and a half 
years, the Muslim way—b' simple an­
nouncing he was done with her. He 
had known her for less than five 
months when he proposed. Thev were 
married within days in the European 
style. According to a contemporary ac­
count, Latife.’s disarming black eyes 
had “accomplished what the whole 
Greek army could not—the subjuga­
tion of the Turkish Commander-in- 
Chief.” But the more she tried to run 
his life—and, particularly, control his 
dangerously heavy drinking—the 
more he resisted. She was as egotistical 
as he and spoke of them as "Napoleon 
and Josephine." a comparison Ataturk 
objected to. Although he admired Na­
poleon as a general, Ataturk felt that, 
as a man, Napoleon had put his own 
interests above those of France.

Latife hated her husband s drinking 
cronies—whom she rightly saw as syco­
phants—and took special pleasure in 
belittling them. She was also madly 
jealous. Once, at a lunch—the first at 
which men and women had sat down 
together in the conservative citv of 
Erzurum—she made a scene because 
Ataturk was paying too much atten­
tion to an attractive woman. Within 
months he divorced her.

While Ataturk was establishing ratio­
nal relorms—economic, religious and 
social—that were changing Turkish
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Western hats; here he boasts a topper.
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life out of all recognition, his own life 
grew more disordered. He battled in­
somnia, became depressed, grew un­
bearably cantankerous even for a des­
pot. Bv the mid-1930s he was carousing 
all night, dancing, singing, and boast­
ing of his sexual conquests. For all 
that, women still seemed to find him 
irresistible. One lav down in front of 
hi> car. it was said, daring him to run 
her over. Ataturk took her home in­
stead. She was one of many, so many, 
that men. when the' came to Ankara, 
often took the precaution of leaving 
their wives at home. Turkey, however, 
remained his one great passion. He be­
lieved that he. and onlv he. knew its 
real interests; he. and onlv he. could 
make it prosper. "1 am Turkey." he said 
once, sounding a little like Louis Xl\ .

As earh as 192.'). enemies plotted to 
kill him. (>ne of the ringleaders, an ad­
venturer named Ziva Hurshid. pro­
posed throwing a bomb al the pi evi­
dent during a session ol the national 
assembh. Tello" < oiispiratoi s shook 
their heads. Well. then, lied shoot 
Ataturk—through a hole in the roof of 
the assembly building. In the end. 
hired assassins were scheduled to am­
bush Atatutkwhen he visited 1/mii on

!
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and Dogubayezit was destroyed. Some to be guilty of "separatist propaganda."

rid of his < ritics. cast it as a major na­
tional conspiracy.

now threatens the stability of the

challenge used bv Ataturk to stifle oj> Ankara has been reluctant

caliphate and an independent Kurdis- them the right to speak their own Ian-
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No Secretaries

No Secretaries

No Vice Presidentes

No Secretaries

9

set /

even this. To force the Kurds to assimi­
late, the government for years denied

Through the years, Ataturk became 
increasingly overbearing. Disag---

 I

position. Kurdish rebels had risen in 
the east, demanding restoration of the

enraged. He complained about being 
' .. _2. 7_.-something to do, he turned 
his attention to the Turkish alphabet. 

--------------- 1 writ­
ten in Arabic script. Adopted for reli-

northern Iraq last year.)
Manx Kurds today would settle for 1925 

cultural autonomy within the Turkish 
state. But in the tradition of Ataturk,

I.......

Defendants appeared without counsel 
and were not allowed to appeal their 
sentences. A number were executed.

The Izmir conspiracy wasn’t the onlv

tarv immur. I tk i ’ was t0 destroy Kurdish guerrilla bases gious reasons, it was a script few Turks
tan immunity. The trial was a travesty, that 35,000 Turkish soldiers invaded  P

ered and < ...
plot involved only a handful of con­
spirators. most of them comically in­
ept. But Ataturk, seeing a chance to be 40 of the Kurdish leaders were 

charged with treason and hanged.

F.Y.I. CANDICE BERGEN
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No Executive Producers
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one turned informer. The defeated rebels posed little real 

 — threat. But Ataturk showed no mercy.

No Matching Blazers

■TTs'

diose name lor what, in effect, was a
hanging court. Dozens of people were
arrested—among them 25 deputies litical future of the entire country, 
theoretically protected by parliamen-

1111 ' hie of their strongholds was
Dogubayezit, a dusty little town not far

. 6 cdsnigiy oxeroeanng. Disagree
Th . • H ThlS did not so,ve the problem, with anything he said and he became
The case went to a specially created Turkey today has ten million Kurds; enraged ?

Independence Tribunal’-a gran- the demand of many for independence bored. For

now threatens the stability of the 1.1. uv U1C ;uiklsll
Ankara government and clouds the po- For centuries, Turkish had been

guage in publii oi to studi then histo­
ry. They were also forbidden to sing 
Kurdish songs. They can now speak and 
use Kurdish but are forbidden to form 
ethnic associations or to use their lan­
guage on radio or television. To do so is

could read, let alone write. By one esti­
mate, 80 percent of the population in 
1225 was illiterate. Ataturk proposed 
to change that by having Turks switch 
to Latin characters. “The Turkish lan- 

to grant guage has been a prisoner for cen­
turies," he wrote. It was time “to cast 
off its chains." He named a commis­
sion and gave it two tasks: draw up a

a.

I' I

pH Mill III s .11 I ll.d m ............ g,,!

-Ml |< kill, (he plotters from the foot of Mount Ararat. Except 
thought then plan had been discos- for their fundamentalist beliefs

interknowledp com/bihimn



> ex-
ample and adopt family names. 1 his

happen in three months or it will not

began to fail. His memory deteriorat­
ed, and he complained of constant
pain. Years of hears drinking had
taken their toll. Early in 1938. he was

ham at carrot-and-stick manipulation, diagnosed as having cirrhosis of the
liver. He moved from Ankara to Istan-he gave civil servants an ultimatum:

master the Latin characters or look for bul's Dolmabahce Palace and spent
much of his time in bed. In the swelter-another job. He invited government

I

setting bonfires, lighting a path fot

—,

4^

. I ”
\

book was published in Turkey, and
\ V *
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alphabet wa> in general
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and downstrokes met with his satisfac­

tion.
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‘‘I adore my 
Rove/ 

Walker!"

1
:i 
s
i

NofeXletii’iLlnc.
ROLLING WALKERS

1

inmates able to show they could write 
got their sentences reduced.

Rhsde
Island

We’ve got
Jonny cakes,

Quahogs 
and 

Vanderbilts
aplenty.

■ 1 ■

I

To taste them, shuck them and 

visit them, ask for 

our free Rhode 

Island Vacation Kit

Ataturk's death stunned Turkey. Tens 
of thousands filed endlessly past his em­
balmed bodv in the palace s throne 

At Izmit his ebony coffin was 
on a special train for Ankara. 

Night had fallen, and it was fiercely

some newspapers, unable to afford the j 
new characters, went out of business. 
But onlv two months after becoming 

law. the new ;
use. and in less than a year, more than 
one million people had been taught to 
read and write it. B\ 1931. the Arabic 
script had all but disappeared from ot- 
filial use.

In I93.">. Ataturk introduced what 
was to be his last reform, the surname. 
I util then, a Turk had onh one 
name—the one he was given at birth: 
Selim, sat. Oi Selim, son of Eri timeiu.

1
er ”

[.liuib-v] by calling 

1-800-8-15-2000. 

Or write: Rl Tourism 

Div.. Dept. SMI. One 

West Exchange Street. 
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officials to his home and made virtual ing summer heat, firemen hosed down 
prisoners of them until their upstrokes the front of the palace " 
and downstrokes met with his satisfac- Gazi cool." On November 10. 1938. at 
tion. He made everyone under the age the age of 57. he died. A gnel-sincKen 
of 40 enroll in literacy classes. Prison aide promptly committed suicide.^

He toured the country with chalk and room, 
blackboard and delighted peasants by placed 
teaching them to write their names. 1
His enthusiasm galvanized Turkey, cold as Ataturk crossed .Anatolia for the 
Banks, police stations, stores, post of- last time. But at every town and tillage 
fices, cafes, ferries, streetcars-all be- along the route, peasants lined tin

happen at all." Working day and night 
the commission produced an alphabet 
in just six weeks.

In November 1928. after the nation­
al assembly predictably made the new 
alphabet law, Ataturk set to work. Bril-

came impromptu classrooms. The new 
alphabet was posted on street corners. 
Shop windows displayed the new char­
acters. In the evenings, couples ire- 
quented the English cemetery in Istan­
bul, drawn by the tombstones with 
their Latin inscriptions.

Ships were the first to paint out the 
old letters, then trains, then trams. Ot 
course, there were dislocations: in 
1929. for want of proper type, onh ■ me

new alphalHl and devise a tt.it to 

phase il in. But first he had a question: 
How long was the changeover likely to 
take? Five years, said the commission. 
Too long, he said. "The change will
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menis and Mustafas, all ibis iic.itcd 
confusion. Ataturk's solution was sim­
ple: Turks would follow Europe'

h

i
I

il
il

j

track, waving torches as he passed ant

I
J

a

was when he chose “Ataturk." becom­
ing Kemal Ataturk.

In 1936 his phenomenal energy

r

I

During a brief , stoimv marriage he 
strolls with his wile, l.atilv Hanim.

A?



I

5 tj
x.

fl
s.

Sup tnu tti sidewalks of a plau Old Salem andy,. ".’. feel hkeyou ve

■atioi; in history.

k.

7/^

r
Satisfaction Guaranteed!

HDERNESSr

Dept AF6030 • PO Bo. 3300 • Omaha NE 68103 O*HRfXRRFS 3 31 96

r

!

TO ORDER.
CALL TOL1. FREE, RIGHT NOU

FOR A FREE TRa\ EL GLIDE. WRITE .'SIT NC. DEPT. 2?’. 4.K N. SALISBURY ST.. 

RALEIGH. NC 2760.’. 2'R CALL I-800-V1SIT NC.

YES, TIME 
TRAVEL IS 
POSSIBLE.

stepped ha:k tune 200years. Sc ::~e And take xcur tii:

NORTH CAROLINA

• l«C« HI!

> - ■

T
/ O-
ittl

! V -

[/ 
I

n^ll

Ri. m

It Lili Hi

him .is he made his way hi Paradise. 
Was Ataturk good for Turkey? Reli­

gious fundamentalists regarded (and 
continue to regard) his secular re­
forms as “infidel innovations." But if 
you believe in the Western idea of 
what constitutes progress, there’s no 
doubt that the changes he set in mo­
tion—in Turkey's laws, its political sys­
tem, its very culture—broke the coun­
try’s inertia. When most dictators die, 
they tend to be reviled; Ataturk is still 
much loved. After his death, too, 
power was peacefully passed on with­
out political dislocation. Turkey, it 
turned out, hadn't just joined the 20th 
century; as Ataturk wished, it had man­
aged tojoin Western Europe. In World 
War II, though very late, it sided with 
the Allies. It became a founding mem­
ber of the United Nations and, in 
1952, joined NATO. During the Kore­
an War, Turkish soldiers, often praised 
for courage under fire, fought along­
side American and other U.N. troops.
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He was a dictator, yes. He was also a 
benevolent reformer with a special gift 
for making believers out of skeptics. 
Though he was chosen president bv 
the national assembly, had he ever run 
in a general election, he’d have won 
easily. He espoused the procedures of 
democracy but was wary of them. “Lib­
erty is like fire.” he once said. “It’s 
beneficent if controlled; [but] aban­
doned to itself, it burns and destroys."

He had the resources to be an out- 
and-out tyrant, with an army all too 
willing to do anything he asked. But 
unlike his contemporan Joseph Sta­
lin, then also remaking a "backward" 
country, he rarely resorted to force. 
.After two years of repression, he aban­
doned the infamous Independence 
Tribunals. Turkey didn’t have an elab­
orate internal security apparatus, and 
there were no "reforms" that killed 
millions of peasants, as in the former 
Soviet Union. There were no concen­
tration camps. And once the special 
tribunals had been disbanded, (here 
were no show trials, no purges that ex­
iled or murdered hundreds of thou­
sands of people.

While many ot those around him
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died, he was nnh slightlv better off 
than he had been in 1923.

When von change a societv. there 
are losses as well a» gains. Ataturk » up- 
position to I'ian'. all its form' n- 
seems extreme. Moderate Muslin.' 
point out that the Koran is broad and 
various in its teaching', and that de­
claring war on i’.' influences involves 
cutting off a so.irie of wisdom, oi cul­
tural and spiriiu.il '’.length.

“Do vour be'i
once urged Ataturk. "The dm after 
vou die thex T1 smash all votu statues 
"Thex" xvere the Islamic fundamental­
ists. and thex didn'i smash hi' 'tatue'. 
Not then, anvwa-- Foi more than 4o 
vear* alter he died. Keinali'in. a* 
Ataturk s reiorni' are called, remained 
Turkex s basic polir v. It was onlx a 
decade ago tli.it change began Io 'el 
in. starting ii; • h v.ulx I'ixik. i! ■■ 

annx. to ollsi-t iii< giowing inllueme 
ol the left, began to encourage an 1'- 
lamic revival. Die revival grew to the 
extent lhal Mnslini I nnd.iiiii niali'is
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less. Westernization. A notable step in
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Ankara, Turkey: Meeting with TAWCS Board

Context of the Event:

Talking Points

O

o

o

o

o

✓

o

o

I used the African saying that it takes a village to raise 
a child as the organizing theme of the book I have just 
written, and in the book I discuss the responsibility that 
we all share to help our children and young people make 
their way in the world.

I am so glad to meet all of you. You have clearly had such 
success over the years because so many of you have been 
Continuity helps organizations such as yours.

I know that it is the Turkish members and the Americans who 
are living here permanently who are key to that continuity.

I have felt a special fondness for tulips ever since the 
Dutch horticulture society named a tulip after me. I can't 
think of a prettier flower to put on a pin, nor a better 
one to represent American and Turkish women working 
together. I will treasure my twin tulips as a memento of 
our meeting and my visit to Turkey.

TAWCS is an organization of American and Turkish women that has 
spent 46 years promoting cultureal exchange and charitable 
activities in indeed a worthy one. It has many long-time 
members.

Let me congratulate you, Mrs. Das (DAHSH), especially, on 
your 27 years as President of TAWCS.

I am particularly impressed by your efforst to help Turkish 
school children through your Bookmobile project and with 
your assistance to young women seeking a university 
education.

You TAWCS members truly exemplify the larger village that 
wants its children to succeed and lends a hand to help them 
do so. If there were more Turkish -American women s clubs 
in the world, the world's children would be better off.
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EVENT:

GARDEN ROOM OF THE AMBASSADOR’S RESIDENCELOCATION:

11:10 AM - 11:25 AMTIME:

PARTICIPANTS:
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PRESS: CLOSED

BACKGROUND:
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THE VISIT OF THE FIRST LADY
TO

ANKARA, TURKEY

TUESDAY MARCH 26,1996 
(REVISED)

MEETING WITH TURKISH-AMERICAN WOMEN’S CULTURAL 

AND CHARITY (TAWCS) ASSOCIATION BOARD MEMBERS

UNITED STATES

THE FIRST LADY 

Mildred Patterson
Shauna Tufan. VP 

Dorothy Clunan, Sect 
Bonnie Pura, Treas. 

Pain Jaccard. Memb. 
Nancy Borekei, Scholarships 

Kathy Welde. Advisor 

Judy Wobensmith
Melane Verveer
Chelsea Clinton
Donnette Bartley

TURKEY
Gulten Das, Pres. 
Aygol Zond, Conv Chair. 
Deniz Timurhan

Nevin Usta. Treas. 

Sana Das. Memb.
Nirana Aydincr. Scholarships 

Ayfer Turner, Activites 
S. Sabuncuoglu, Activities 

Hulya Yamak. Activities 

Nukhet Serpll, Finance 
Emine Cinar, Finance 
Gulen Tankut, Advisor 
Beril Gok (student) 
Mehtap Sahin (student) 
Gonca Alsancak (student) 
Nezakat Albas (student)

SCENARIO: THE FIRST LADY is escorted to the Garden Room by Mildred Patterson and
introduced to the Association members as a whole. After greeting individual members while official 

photos are snapped. THE FIRST LADY will then be introduced to four young women who are attending 

college on a TAWCS scholarship. Finally, TAWCS President. Mrs. Gulten Das (Daltsh), will present 

THE FIRST LADY with a TAWCS emblem pin.

TAWCS is Ute oldest women’s group in Ankara. Since its founding in 1950 by 
seven Americans and seven Turks, it lias grown to an organization of 625 members In 1960, TAWCS 

began its scholarship program by supporting two women medical students. Today, it supports 50 women 
university students. TAWCS Bookmobile program helps teach children in 100 villages around Ankara 

since 1968, and also contributes to the funding of libraries and repairs made to schools.
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Context of the Event:

Talking Points

o
U.S.

O

O

o

o

American Foreign Service Association's 1995 Award for 
Integrity and Courage in Reporting went o Ms. Janice 
Weiner, the Embassy's Human Rights Officer.

Ankara Marine Security Detachment - Out of 127 detachments 
worldwide, Ankara has been selected "Best in the World".

After working the ropeline at the conclusion of the event, you 
will go back indoors to take official photos with the Marine 
detachment (and sign their plaque), the OSI Representatives, 
and the retirees.

Ankara, Turkey:
Meet and Greet with Embassy Staff

The Air Force Office Special Investigation Team Excellence 
Award goes to the Ankara Detachment in 1995. They are one 
of the ten best in the World.

Ycu will be escorted to the backyard by Ambassador Grossman and 
Mildred Patterson. You stand next to the Ambassador and is 
introduced while Chelsea and Mildred Patterson take their seats.

I'm here to help celebrate the accomplishments of a proud 
Mission Team: Ambassador Grossman has told me of his 

pride in this mission and your desire to make it the best 
in the world. Ycu certainly have reasons to claim, that. 
Let me cite just some of the reasons why Ankara is special:

Prior to your remarks, you will acknowledge, as an example of 
outstanding service and dedication, the retirement of Turkish 
National and 35 year employee, Ms. Eser Lembet (Eh-sehr 
Lem-bet), and 40 year employee, Mr. Ozkan Ozmal (Erz-kan 
Erz-mahl). You will also acknowledge the Ankara Marines, 
recognized as the number one detachment of all 127 worldwide, 
and draw attention to the brass plaque that they have received, 
which will be on an easel to you left. In addition, you will 
offer congratulations to the Air Force Office of Special 
Investigations Ankara Detachment for receiving the "Team
Excellence" Award for 1995. You will also acknowledge the 
Department of Defense Dependent School Children and
Pre-Schoolers who made banners for the event.

Ankara is fortunate to have a Foreign Service National 
Staff of incredible loyalty and commitment. Let me take 
this opportunity to acknowledge

Eser Lembert, retiring after 35 years
Ozkan Ozmal, retiring after 40 years
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o

I also would like to acknowledge the non-official community:o

o

o

o

o

o

o

r

I know that Fulbright scholars are here today helping to 
build bridges between the U.S. and Turkey.

And most importantly, standing before me, our youngest 
goodwill Ambassadors to Turkey - teh school children who 
have so warmly welcomed me.

I've just met with the Turkish American Women's Cultural 
and Charitable Society and some of the beneficiaries of 
theri good work.

I've heard cf the wonderful things done by the American 
Research Institute in turkey in the field of archeology.

Let me also mention the vital work of the businessmen and 
women here who are contributing so much to the economic 
dynamism of this critically important bilateral 
relationship.

U.S. Embassy Ankara has established the first international 
telecommuting position for a family member. Ms. Cheryl 
Sloan is a pioneer for the Department of State as it tries 
to broaden overseas employment opportunities for family 
members.

The Turkish-American Association (TAA) has been a vital 
center of cross-cultural understanding and interaction for 
more than 40 years.
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Meeting with Prominent WomenAnkara, Turkey:

Context of the Event

Many

o

o

o

o

we areo

o

o

o

o

To express support for Turkey's continued democratization 

efforts.

To exchange ideas on problems of women, families and 
related issues in Turkish society;

Your Objectives

To meet a range of outstanding Turkish women;

Both our countries have coped well with many problems, but 
we face others just as difficult, including problems of 
ethnicity and the treatment of women.

I believe that these problems have solutions, and that we 
can, and must, work together to solve them.

I'd like very much to hear your views on the situation today 
in Turkey, as well as your own efforts aimed at helping 
Turkish society move forward on important issues.

Talking Points

I am pleased to meet with you today to exchange ideas and 
experiences in the areas in which both you and I have been 
active.

Turkey and the United States have much in common -- 
allies of longstanding, and we both seek to build 
democratic, prosperous societies.

Turkey has made enormous advances on women's rights, from 
which all its citizens should benefit.

At this meeting, which will take place in the afternoon at 
the Ambassador's Residence, you will meet a range of prominent 
Turkish professional women. They include ministers in the new 
government (three are women, a first in Turkey), members of 
parliament (one of whom was Turkey's first female governor), 
professors, representatives of NGOs, and medical doctors. M 
have an interest in women, children and families, but their 
expertise cuts across a wide range of areas.

The meeting will take place in a room of the Ambassador's 
Residence which is well-suited for group discussions. The 
Ambassador's wife, Mildred Patterson, will introduce you and 
invite you to open the discussion. She and the other Americans 
know the participants and should be able to help point to women 
with expertise or knowledge in particular areas, thus 
encouraging an informal give-and-take.
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Academia

ACAR, Feride
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Director, Reran Party international 
Relations (educated in Dallas); E

CHP Izmir MP; former CHP deputy 
chairperson; E

DYP Izmir MP; Minister of Tourism; 
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DYP MP; former Economics Professor (may 
host an Istanbul event); £, 1
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Chairperson, Istanbul University women's 
Research Center; £, 1

Professor, Hacettepe University; DYP 
candidate, 1995 elections; Former Dean; 
£

Professor, Ankara University; Dean, 
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Head, School of Public Health, Hacettepe 
U.; Member, WHO Executive Council;
Expert, health reform in Turkey;
Pediatrician; £

Former State Minister for Women's—and 
Family Issues; First Female President of 
Ankara University; £

Professor Emeritus, English language 
pioneer in Turkey; E

Chairperson, state Minister for Human 
Rights' Advisory Committee; Philosophy 
Professor; £

Professor of Public Health and 
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Chairperson, Turkish Academy of 
Sciences; Physician; E

Director, Ankara ZTB Women's Hostpial 
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hospital in Europe/Middle East); 
Gynecologist; £
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Context of the Event

Your Objectives

o

o

o

Talking Points

o

o

o

o

o

o

o

o

I will take the same message to Prime Minister Simitis and 
President Stephanopoulos during my visit to Greece.

Congratulate Mr. Yilmaz on becoming Prime Minister and 
establishing a new government;

I know that President Clinton and the entire U.S. government 
look forward to working productively with your new
government on issues of mutual concern.

Thank the Prime Minister for welcoming you to Turkey and 
his government for facilitating the arrangements for your 
visit;

I am pleased to be here today in Turkey, which is an 
important country for the U.S.

I want to congratulate you on becoming Prime Minister 
again, and on establishing a new government.

I hope my visit can contribute to the spirit of goodwill 
between our two peoples.

In addition to Ankara, I look forward to my visits to 
Istanbul and Ephesus

Prime Minister Yilmaz will meet you at the door of the 
residence and escort you to a private meeting room.

We are prepared to use our good offices to help you resolve 
your differences.

I know there have been tensions with Greece in the Aegean 
recently.

Ankara, Turkey: Courtesy Call 
on Prime Minister Mesut and Mrs. Bema Yilmaz 

followed by one-hour reception

Express support for continuing close cooperation between 
Turkey and the U.S. on many issues of mutual interest.

We have arranged for a private 25-minute meeting with Prime 
Minister Mesut Yilmaz and Mrs. Berna Yilmaz at the Prime 
Ministry, followed by a small private reception (guest list
TBD), which is expected to last 45 minutes.
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TURKEY: VISIT TO EPHESUS

Context for the Event

now

Visitors usually begin a visit at the Upper Gate, with its 
municipal governmental buildings, law courts, and imperial 
temples. From here they walk down the marble-paved street, 
flanked by marble porticoes, fountains and citizens. Near the 
main intersection is the excavated residential district, normally 
closed to the public. Continuing down the second marble street 
are the restored Library of Celsus, commercial agora (market), 
and the theater. A third marble street, running west from the 
theater, led to the ancient harbor, long silted by the nearby 
Meander River. North of the theater is the Church of the Virgin 
Mary, who lived in Ephesus in the later years of her life.

After more than a century of excavation, about 10% of the 
ancient city has been uncovered. This work has revealed the 
major streets and public buildings of the city center - an 
architectural record of the entire span of Roman rule, from the 
beginning of the Pax Romana in the time of Augustus, to the 
virtual abandonment of the city in the 7th century AD. 
Excavation of a wealthy residential district in the city center, 
begun in 1957, now makes it possible to trace the life-style of 
the city elite over this same period. Most of the impressive 
monuments visible today date from the period of imperial 
splendor, after the time of the early Christian Apostles.

You will be guided through the site by Dr. Toni Cross, 
Director of the Ankara Branch, American Research Institute in 
Turkey (ARIT) and Mr. Cengiz Icten of the Ephesus Museum, who has 
excavated at Ephesus. The American Research Institute in Turkey 
was formed in 1965 by a consortium of American universities, 
numbering more than 40. Its goal is to support research on 
ancient, medieval and modern Turkey in the humanities and the 
social sciences. ARIT does not have sufficient funds to sponsor 
its own excavations, but its Ankara Branch provides extensive 

The site of Ephesus has been inhabited for at least 6,000 
years, as shown by recent excavations by the Selcuk (ph. sel-Juk) 
Museum. A settlement of considerable importance lasted here 
until well into the Byzantine period. The city's glory days, 
however, were the first centuries of our era. Ephesus became the 
capital of the Roman province of Asia, and the fourth city of the 
Roman Empire, with an estimate population of 250,000. The
Revelation of St. John contains brief letters addressed to the 
seven churches in Asia. To John, writing in the first century 

"Asia" was the Roman province of Asia (now the central Aegean 
Ephesus, capital of the province, heads the

AD,
region of Turkey).
list of churches.
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scholarly and administrative assistance to all American 
excavations in Turkey. American excavations have increased 
greatly in recent years, and this summer were expected to number 
18; some may be cut for budgetary reasons. 
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Augu$1U� to the virtual abandonment of the � in the 7th century AD. Excavation of a wealthy 
ruidential district in the ci�· center. begun in 1957, noll' makes it ponible to trace the lifc-�tyle of 
the city elite over thb ssntc period. Most oft.be imp�sive monamenu visible today date from the 
period of imperial !!pleader, after the time of the early Cbri(tian Apostle,.. Visitors u.qially begin a 
,i!lit at the Upper Gate. with its municipal go,,'e11lJD£Dt buildings. law courts. and imperial tempi� 
From here they "'alk down the muble-pa,·ed street, f1111ked by 1Urble por1icoes, foantains. and 
citi7.ens. Near the main inte"ection is the exc:ava1cd �idential district, normally closed to the 
public. Continuing down the !letond marble street arc the restored Library of Celsus. commercial 
agora, and the theater. A third marble rtrut. nmning we.ct from the theMer, led to the ancient 
httbor, long silted by the ocarb)' Mc.ander River.· North of the theater is the Cburc:h of the Virgin
Mary. 

II. PARTICIPANTS:

Dr. Toni l\'L Crws, Director, Ankara Branch, American Rescarth Institute 
iD Tarkey (ARIT) 

Mr. Ccngjz Icten of the Ephans Museum, wbo bu excavated at Ephau.

The American Research Instit ute iD Turkey wa$ formed iD 1965 b�· a consortium of 
American uni,'Cni�, no"· numbering more than 40. ll� �al j� to support research on ancient. 
mediC'·al and modern Turkey in all fields of the humanities and the s�ial sciences. 
Though ARIT i tself d� not have rufficicnt funds to sponsor iu 01t-n cxcantion pro.icc�, the Ankara 
Branch pro,id� men�ive scholarly and •dminirtrative assistance to all American excavation!! in 
Turkey. The number of American cxca,·ation� has increued greatly in rcca,t )'can. and this 
summer "'a� expected to reach 18. wte.ad. tbe numbu may bi: reduced due to budget cuts. 

III. IZMIR AMERICA.1� COMMUNITY: The American communit)· in the lmlir area 
consi.dJ of approximately 1.700 of which mmv are rctiM U.S. militu-v raemben. Included in the 
total figure i� an official acth•c duty pmence -;,f 800. 

IV. TALKING POINTS: 1\ione required.
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The House of the Virgin Mary 

After the publication of the narrations of a bedridden paralytic nun published in 
1878 in "The Life of the Virgin Mary'' by Clement Brentano, a research team came 
to the area in 1891 to investigate. The researchers learned that the Christian Turks 
living in the sumounding area gathered here on the 15th of August every year to 
celebrate in large crowds the anniversary of the ascension of the Virgin Mary and 
that this tradition went back to very early times. Scientists discovered that the 
walls of the building had the character of the 6th and 7th centuries and that the 
burned ashes and other things in the hearth inside the building were from the 1st 
century. When the building was first found, only the foundations were still 
standing. It was restored afterwards and brought to its present state in 1950. 
According to scripture, Jesus entrusted his mother, the Virgin Mary, to St. John 
the Apostle. St. John and the Virgin Mary came to Anatolia (41-42 AD) for two 
reasons: to escape the dangers of persecution and to profit from the tolerance of 
Ephesus where people of various religions lived. When in 1961 Pope John XXIII 
made it known that ceremonies could be performed in the House of the Virgin 
Mary, discussions about the authenticity of the place were subdued, the number of 
visitors gradually increased, and the house was declared a place of pilgrimage. 
Pope Paul VI and Pope John Pau.l II visited the House of the Virgin Mary and held 
mass in 1967 and 1979 respectively. 

The Museum of Ephesus 

The Museum of Ephesus houses artifacts found in the excavations at Ephesus 
according to the places where they were discovered. Displayed in the first hall 
(The Hall of House Objects) are findings from the terrace houses on the slopes 
facing the Curetes Street, dating from the 1st, 2nd and 3rd centuries AD. The Hall 
of the Fountains contains artifilcts found in the monumental fountains 
(Nympheum), including the head of Zeus and statues of Aphrodite. The Hall of 
Recent Discoveriesdisplays coins in chronological order, theater masks, a bust of 
Emperor Marcus Aurelius, and a fantastic ivory frieze from one of the terrace 
houses related to the wars the Emperor Trajan fought against the Parthians. The 
Garden contains larger statues both from Ephesus and the Church of St. John. 
The Hall of Tomb Objects displays artifacts dating back to the 13th and 14th 
centuries BC. The Ha1l of Artemis exhibits two large statues of Artemis found 
hidden in the excavation of the Prytaneum to the north of the State Agora of 
Ephesus and small artifacts presented to the temple. Marble objects relating busts 
and temples of emperors are displayed in the final room, the Hall of the Emperors, 
which is dominated by the altar of Emperor Domitian and the head and arm of 
monumental dimensions. 

P.06 
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The Church of St. John 

The Church of Ephesus was founded by St. Paul and carried on by St. John to 
propagate the new religion of Christianity. When St. John died, he was buried 
according to his wishes in the church, and in the 4th century a small basilica was 
constructed over his tomb. The present church was built during the reign of the 
Emperor Justinian. The area on which the church stood took on the aspect of a 
fortress as its walls were strengthened and fortified with towers to protect against 
Arab attacks in the 7th and 8th centuries. A part of the church was excavated in 
1920-21 and the other part was excavated later. In 1967, the pope prayed in this 
church. 

P.07
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SITE: HOUSE OF 1EE VIRGIN MARY 
DATE: WEDNESDAY, MARCH 27. 1996 
TIME: 9:20 AM. 

TO 0012024566208 

SCENARIO: Upon arri\'al at the House of the Virgin Mary. Mrs. Clinton will be gn:,etcd by Father 
Benigno. Sister Antonia and Sister Denise. After brief pool spray, th�· \\ill enter the vestibule area of the 
house. and Sisters Antonia and Denise will briefly e�lain the history. Mrs. Clinton will then \\alk into 
the main room of the house accompanied by White Hou� photo only where she has the opponunity to 
kneel or stand in prayer. and then light a candle. The adjoining room on the right that Mrs. Clinton will 
then enter is thought to be the Virgin Mary·s bedroom. Mrs. Clinton then exits the house to a"�ting pool 
and pr()(;ICCds down a set of stairs \\1th Sister Denise to the �ring water faucets while Sister Antonia 
makes brief remarks to the press , which she is ab1c to bottle and talce home if she \ltShcs. Mrs. Clinton 
then deparu for Ephesus. 
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Bakirkoy Maternity Hospital

Divider Title: 

This marker identifies the place of a tabbed divider. Given our 
digitization capabilities, we are sometimes unable to adequately 

scan such dividers. The title from the original document is 
indicated below.

This is not a presidential record. This is used as an administrative 
marker by the William J. Clinton Presidential Library Staff.

Clinton Presidential Records
Digital Records Marker
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About S9K and the Baklrkoy Maternity Hospital

The money used to support the Social Security (SSK) medical facilities come 
from payments from employees and employer®. In theory there is no 
contribution from the State, however, financial constraints are making it 
necessary for the public sector to provide 12 trillion Turkish Lira every month. 
There are about 400 SSK health facilities -11D of these are hospitals These 
^dities provide mainly curative services. In the last three years the Executive 
Board Of SSK decided to provide preventative service® a® well, including 
vaccination® end family planning. Around four million workers and their 
dependents, approximately 25 million - 42% of the Turkish population - receive 
services from SSK. These are officials figures and most likely underestimate the 
number of clients receiving services.

March 27,1996
2:30 pm

SOCIAL SECURITY INSTITUTION SAKIRKOY MATERNITY HOSPITAL
ISTANBUL, TURKEY

Dr. Tasin Berk Arsan, Director
Dr. Arsan attended Istanbul University Medical School. He went to Germany in 
1972 to tram in gynecology and obstetrics. After seven years he returned to 
Istanbul to work at the SSK Maternity Hospital where he has served as Director 
for the past four years.

Dr. Topuz Ozkan, Managor
Saida Ozgundux, Head Nurse

2:30 arrive hospital, proceed to Dr. Arsan's office (10 minutes for 
Introduction and information about the hospital)

2:40 3rd floor hospital, tour now bom unit (10 minutes)

2:50 Sth floor hospital, tour pediatric oncology unit and classroom for 
children (15 minutes) photo op.

3:00 2nd floor polyclinic, tour family planning unit

3:15 return to front of building

3:20 depart for Topkapi
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Every day approximately 100 bablea arv bom at the Bakiri(oy Maternity Hospital 
-- tne largest number of births in Turkey and in all of Europa. Th• hospital 
contains 800 beds. half of whlr-.h era for obstetrics and gynGOOlogy, the other c,f 
which are for children. The hospital employs 300 doctore, 300 nurses, 100 
mldwive• and 16 pharmaclata, 

on the hospital grounds ere seven "polycllnlcs• tor.at9d in one building. Theeo 
clinlca are the first atop for r.llAnts who need out-patient c:iro end referral to th& 
hnar,ltal for various 1pociallzed r:ervicea. Theeo polyclinics include dentlatry, 
ophthalmology, general medicine, pediatric surgery, dennatology, and family 
planning. 

FAMILY PLANNING UNrT OF THE POLYCLINIC - 2ND FLOOR POLYCLINIC

This unit la a training unit of the SEATS, JSI project of USAIO providing family 
planning counseling training for many nurse, and midwives working in the unit 
and the Istanbul SSK system. As a training unit, SEA TS provides poeters, 
pemphleta end various training materials ror family planning client&. n,e unit 
UMI tho national family planning training manual dttveloped by the Ministry of 
Moolth end tho Human Resourctt Development Foundation in coordination with 
u,e Juhna Hopkin& Program for International Education In Reproductive Health. 
Thia ts the first national family planning training manual to be developed in 
Turkey. 

Tho family planning unit aees 1:11L>out 40 Clients per day. The most popular 
modern contraceptive method is the plll (average 25 client recipientta per day), 
The second most popular method. and the most popular In Turkey, la the intra­
uterine device (IUD). Currently, 5-6 woman Jn one week aro referred to the m0in

hospital for tubal ligation aervloea. Although NORPLANT and condoms are 
available at thle aite, they are not the methods of choice. Abortions, legal since 
1972, are parr om,ed In the main family planning unit of the hoapltal. 
Approximately 20 abortions are performed daily. 
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WOMEN'S STATUS AND REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH 
ADVOCACY NETWORK 

The Women'• St1t111 and Rtproductive Health AdvocAcy Network is R gro111> of 
eleven non•governmtntal organi7.ations (NGOs) from Istanbul aud AnkarA working 
in the flelda or women's health, education, legal ri1ht1, and equal partlclpallon in 
the nation's economic 1rowth. TI1i1 Network re.present• hundreds of thou,1nd1 of 
women, chUdren, and me11 from prnvlnces in every region of the cuuntry. Member 
organiutiona of the Network work in partnenhip wid, the munidpaUties aud 
univenitiea, Miniatry of Health, Mlniatry of Educatlon, State Planning 
Org11niution, Miuiatry of Justke, GenerAI Dlrectorate of Women's Statu• and 
Concerns, General Directorate or Social Seniices and Child Protection. These 
0111niutJon1 receive support front the European Uolon, World B11nk, US Agency 
for lntemation1I Devdopment, GTZ, lntematlonal Planned Parenthood Federation 
and Unltrd Nations Population Fund. The POLICY Pt0ject ofUSAID ii providing 
technical aaslstance to the Network. 

PURPOSE 

The Network w.-a org11uiud tu advocate for the implementation of the International 
conferente of Population And D�vetopment Proeram of Action, 1peclntaally those 
l11ut1 relatNI to womeo's reproductGve health, ooucation, legal 1talu1, and equal 
participation in the worlc.force. A1 the United Nation, Habitat Conference will bo 
held in btanbul Turkey in June 1996, lhls provides an uccUent forum to bring these 
is,uea t.o the attention of n11tlon11l and international policy makers, media, and 
NGOs. The Conferentt will also p1·ovide an opportunity for the Network to Npaud 
by including other NGOs thRt 1upport that i11uu. 

NGO PARTJClPANTS 

1'URKISII JURIST WOMEN'S ASSOCL\ TION 
Naun Moroglu • President 
Inonu Cad. N, 33 D.� 
T1kllm � btanbuJ 

The Turki1h Jurist Womcn·a Association (TJWA) was established in 1968. The 
Association hu 2�0 mombers from around tho country who arc lawyers. judges, notaries, 
profcsson, and politicians. The aims of the TWJA are to bring women in the legal 
profession together to examine contemporary lesal issues Md promote change, in law and 
policy which enhance the starus of women, children and families. The Association also 
works to promote law as a career for Turkiah women. TJWA is a member of the 
Jn1em11tionaJ Jurist Womcn'R Federation and took part in the NGO Porum in the 4th 
World Woman Conferenoc. 
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MOfflER CHILD El>UCATJON FOUNDATION 
Ind Mubaff.k. Executive Dirtctor 
Cumburiyet Cad. N. J8 K.4 
80200 FJmada1 - lltanbul 

2 

'fhe Mother Child Education Foundation was established in 1993 in response to a research 
project on early childhood education. With the suppon ofUNlCF..F, this project. has been 
&dopted by the Ministry of Education into government educational policy. The Mother­
Child Education Program , as a model of education, is baaed on a two-tiered approach 
which Rims to provide early enrichment to the young child and training and support to the 
mother. This dual focus of intervention provides educational 5upport for the child and 
empowenncnt of the mother. The Foundation also auppons the Functional Adult Literaoy 
Program. which is aimed At helping illiterate adults in Turkey. 

'fURKISff FAMILY HEALTII AND PLANNING F'OUNDA"flON 
Yatar Y11er, Executive Director 
Guzel Konutlar Sltal, A Blok D .

.
3-4 

80600 Ulu••Etller • btanbul 

The Turkish Family Hoa1th ,md Planning Foundation (1'PHPF) was established by 
prominent Turkish business professional under the leadorship of Mr. Vehbi Koc in I 984. 
The main goal of the foundation is to aid families in planning the timing and the desired 
number of children in order to ensure a healthier living environment for mothers and 
children. The Foundation implements a commWlity•baacd distribution family planning 
project, hu crc.atcd an e,ctcnsivc social marketing campaign promoting the UJe of 
condom• and Jow dose oral contraceptives, started a family planning and reproductive 
health hotline, and operates two family planning clinics in low-income neighborhoods of 
lstJlnbul. The Foundation participated on the nationaJ delegation to lCPD Cairo. 

TUE HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT FOUNDATION 
Aykut Dunman, Executive Director & Nuray Fincandog)u1 Board Dlrt1ttor 
Vcuicani Cad. N. S4 
800!0 Beyoalu - Istanbul 

The Human Resource Development Foundation (HRDF) was established in 1988 by a 
group of Turkish businessmen and academicians. The goal of the Foundation is to 
increase the quality of life for Turkiah famili�. The Foundation primary focus is in 
support of family planning services and training. HRDF workod closely with the John 
Hopkins Program for International Education in Reproductive Health (JHPIEGO) and the 
Ministry of Health to develop the first ever national femily planning guidolincs for Turkey. 
HRDF also auppons projects in AIDS education and eliminRtins the abuses of child labor. 
HRDF participated on the national delegation to JCPD Cairo. 
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JSTANDUL MEDJCAL FA(;tJJ.,TY • WOMEN ANU CHILDREN'S IIEAl.TH 
EDUCATION AND RESEARCH UNIT 
Profeaor Dr. Gunay Saner 
CJ1rrahl Monoblok 

30430 Kanill•Capa - htanbul 

The Unit, located on the groundi; of the l&tanbul MNlic--111 Faculty 1t Capa, oonducts 
education, research and sorvi� in the aroa of reproductive health. 111e Unit ia a joint 
project of th� lat1uibul Univenity Child 110111th In.11titutc's Family Heallh Dopanment. the 
Istanbul Medical Faculty Obstetrics and Gynecology Department. the Jstanbul Medical 
Faculty Pediatrjcs D"P•"ment and The Human Resource Development Foundation. 
Clinical services, information on counseling arc off ercd in the ArNs 1:1f ahtenat,1 care, woll 
baby care. family planning, pregnancy termination, women's health end infertility 
treatment 

WOMEN•s STUDIES ASSOCJA TION 
Neda Arat. Praklent 
K•lkonmu Dok. N. S/8 
USOO Yallyun • Jatanhul 

The Women's Studic, As!i(tCtltiun wu founded in 1990. Tho goals ofthe Association aro 
to initiate reseRJ'Ch on issues relating to women's education. loaal. economic stan1s, and 
wcial rights. The Association also implements programs and campaign� to enhance public 
awarenw with reaard to women's ,ights and sender oquality and promo� the 
elimination of discrimination based on gender. 

SOCIETY FOR PROT£CTION AND REHABILITATION OF CWLDREN FROM 
AB\JSE 
Ogu1 Polat. Dlredor 
Marmara Univenlty - Faculty of Medicine 
Forea•lc M♦dlelae Dopartment 
Ttbblye Ctd, N. 49 
81326 H1ydarp1sa - Istanbul 

The Society for Protection and Rehabilitation of Children From Abuse w11 founded in 
1992 by a group ofmedioal dootors, lawycr1, dcnt.iat&, psy�holosist�. Md joumahsts. The 
Society ,s working to educate the community about child abuac. to organize 1. carnpaian 
again!tt cluld abuae, and to provide medJCAI and social usistMcc for abused children. 
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TUE ASSOCJA'flON IN SllPtOHT otr CONTt;MPORARV LIVING 
Dilara l{ehale 
Darphane Emtrh1n Old. 
Byalndlr Sok. Uygar Apt. D.3 
Dealktas • J111nbul 

The Association in Support of Contemporary Livin". established in 1089, hu 52 bruchod 
and OV1.,.-

r �.ooo members an Turkey. The main objective of the organizl\tion is to create 
and provide the continuation of" contffllporary and &eoula.r Turkish Republic and to 
protect human rights and women's rights. The Association's activities include: operating 
education c-.e-.nteri and dormitorios, providing university sch0Jarsh1ps, coordinating panel 
ditcunions and competitions. Md supporting a public education project for women•a 
economic gain. 

SUPPORT FOR WOMEN LABOR FORCE ASSOCIATION 
Deem Stlimr:n 
K1yl1d1at Cad. 226 
Emlu Sa1r.1n Apt. 6/14 
KadlkoY • btanbul 

Tho Support Fnr Wttmen Labor Foroc �ation wKS �hli1h by proteuora of Marmara 
Univonity in 1993. The aim of the Association is to promote the Research Center fur 
Women IAhor Poree Employment of Marmara University founded in J 990. The Research 
Center conducta reacarch related to women's partjcip11tion in the workfor�. organi�Oll 
symposiums and seminars, and conducts programs to enhance womon' 1 contribution to 
the Turkish labor force 

ISTANBUL WOMEN'S BAR ASSOCJA'l"JON 
Etul Onunat. Praidtnt 
lldkl1I Cad. Apaydln Sok. Baro Han 
G1lata11ny • Istanbul 

Tho Istanbul Wnm011'1 Dar A��oci1nion WM initialed in ordor to find legal solutions for the 
unoqual ,talus of women in society. The main ob.iectivc is promom equal jwitice and legcil 
consciousness for everyone. The commission was launched on 8 March, International 
Women's Day, 1995. The �oci.c11ion h11 developed tho ato�an. "A lawyer 1br every 
ncight,orhood," by employing voluntary adviser lawyers to support hun,an and women's 
risbts issues. Jn order to pr�vent discrimiuation of women and to adopt aupportiYc laws 
and policies, the Association has formed preasw-e groups within the politic-..al party aynem. 
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Qlhtf NGO� 

FAMILY PLANNING ASSOCJA'fJON OF TIJKKE\' 
Semr1 Koral, Encutlvr. Dir11ctor 
Mat &,k. N. 7'J/J 
06'20 koutepe - Ankara 

The Family Planning As�oo1ntion ofTu1key (FPAT) was founded in 1963. The 8011 of 
the Association is to enhance public awareness about i!.Slles concerning mother and ohild 
hcelth, fAn1ily planning, and family life education. The Association is the affiliate of the 
Jntcmational Planned Parenthood Federation (lt>PF) and hos 22 brAnchc� auound Turkey. 
Some of the activities of FPAT include: family planninH education for soldiers, education 
ofreliuiouA IN1ders, community-b03Cd diatruLtiun projects, youth education, 
parliamentarians family planning advocacy, and AIDS 11dvocftcy project. FPAT wu 
reproecntod on the national delegations to ICPD Clliro 1md the Women's Conference in 
Beijing 

WOMEN'S LIBRARY AND JNFOltMATION CENTER 
Futun Akalli, Director of Board 
Fenw Mahallal, Fent'r J>l'Tsi yAnl (tarild bloa) 
Halie • 34220 Istanbul 

Founded April 14. 1990, th� Women'6 Librory and Jnforrmttion Foundation was 
establishod to facilitate scientific studies on topics relating to women and document anci 
organize their multidimcn�1011Hl 11ccumut1tions. The Library, which at the time of ita 
opening had I 00 books, now has over 3000 titles of booka th111 are wriuen by Md about 
women, over J 00 periodicals and thousMds of cuttings, articles, documenw. 

FOUNDATION FOR THF. SUPPORT FOR WOMEN'S WORK 
St.ngu.J Akear, Pre.ldent 
Gallpdtde Cad. 149/4 
100,0 Mu8)'Yetude-Beyoglu btanbul 

FSWW was esabhshed to support working women att the grassroots level. Since its 
cstahJi�hment, the Foundation hu aupporlc:J the onabllshment of three solf..sufficient child 
care centers for more than 2SO children in low-income areas of latanbul, ttAining Hrvioes 
for low-i110010" women on fRmtly planning, women•s health, and participation in local 
politics. The Foundation participated in JCPO Cairo and the Womcn'5 Courc:nmoe in 
Beijing. 
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TURKEY PROGRAM Q & A 

What ifJ tltP. filtlonale for USAlD 49siah,nc" to Turkey?

Popu!BHon iHuw, 11� u concern o� tht" Govemn\L'nt of Turkey since. itB pre5ie1\� 
pupulution of 60.7 m1ilion j9 prcdact:ed to doubl� to ovar 121 mULLon by 2025. 
Cur1'\lnt infornu1tion suggests that the GOT is making limih.d p1·ogress In f1101Jly 
planning progrnm pP.rfnm,nncP., however, moro �tN1teglc11lly btrtJ6t�d 
mterv�nUons ove1• the m�xt ,;everal y,ars could hnve a m11Jor Jrnpact in im:reo•i"8 
the prevalence of mod�rn conn-nct!J'tive Ulie and progrnm Sltst:ainitbJlily. 

The eit�atJon of !wkoy Js untquo 1Ls ovm•nll �onlTnc�ptiva prevalence IA 
rclatlvr.ly high, with 63 pttt'(..tmt of currently .11uuried.Turklsh womon u11lnK i 
contraceptive method. Twcmly-eight pen:�nt, hnwMvtu·, arc uatnn • tr11d1tJonal 
m1:tthud, onP. of thP. hiehflst rc\tes of b'AdJtional mclbod u,u ln tho world. 

Progrt\n\ evAluntion1 h,w� dBm<>nfiitrAte.ct that Turkish c:oupJes 11r11 ulfng Jo,. 
rcltoble mcthu�t• duo to lhc tow quality untl ucce�!fibility of servktt8 tc, modern 
contraceptives. The potentJal imp1u'.'t of mov.ir\g users of ll·,uHtional method» to 
modt!rn methods is dram.itic,11ly demonstrated by a target cost proJectlon 
�howing that thi, in�rventicin ,,to,·e cu.n achieve repl11cemcnt fertility levels ht 
Turluw, tti8h i,bortion rates 11re nbo �flectiv� of the rmboptimcu £uu1ly 
planning situaUon and of th� vt�ry r�ul d�iN?c; <>f Turke. tt) lint it their famfly .at7.P.. 

Wbat are the USA(O Turkey country progra11, goQ1�7 

In Decembtlr ·1994, the ''Strat<.!gy for USAlD Po1,11latio-n Ar.,fot;int.� to Turk.�y, 
1995 .. 1999'' was i\pprovcd by the U.S. l!nlbAssy Ankl\rA, lho PHN Center of the 
Olobal 'Rureftu and the Europe nnd N�wly Independent !,totes Bureau -- the 
Turkey Joint Progrnmming Tenm OPT). The JPT developed this strntegy to 
provide a roa1d mnp for USAID pop1.dQtJ('ln nnistnt1ce to Turl<P.y through the yaur 
200n. 

• improve wo1nen'a henlth;
• lower Ecrtilfty; ond
• rcdw;o lhc populc\tlon growth n,te to levels C'.onsi�t.P.nt ,vith r.utit.ilinubltt

c.levelopment

l
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USAID�s ttsatshtnt-e fucu,e, on SllShltnLng i\ l"ffdUcfid rnte of populaUon ,;rowth and u finnnc:ially tulJttliJwbl� progt·tim, uble to continue Jn the nbs�ncP. t)f donorrcsoun:e,. The program strat�y, duveloped in partner8hip wUh 'furkey concwitrab:s on l'hu followtng: ' 

• fincourAging thff Turk{6h Gover1unanl to dov<?lop nn,f t.fgfine its populationpoHcy; 
• Encournging non•gover,wtcnfAI org1tnh�l\tious lv piny ft greftter role h\populntion nnd health progr,uns; 
• Im�,rov!ng coorJtnl\liun ,md comn,unication betweei, prlvate and public1H:K:turs invulv'°'<l in pnpulatton ftnd f�lllUy planning; dnd 
• UsinK USAID re!'iouree& to support sustaLn11.bJc devc>lnpn,unt in the iw.c.tur

How nnu:h 11umey h1 USAID s�1u:lJng in TurkC?y? 

Tho t\n\ounts listed b�low, ·1990 • l9'M, nre the actuil loaded progra1n �osht. Tho 
1995 • J9Q9 budgets arc cslitnt\lcs t,�n!1td to in th� Stri\t�gy fur USAIO Population 
Assistance to Tur.key. The Joint Prograrmning Team P�b\blh:l"'d these bu<igeb to 
�rudually phase-out USAID oasistance to Turkey by tho 21st Ccnbiry. 

'{t,IIT Com1nod ltlei, rrosu1m M._nas•m�nt 'l'otal Co•t•
1990 ·1,073,000 l,750,000 0 2,823,000 
1991 737,000 1,595,000 60,000 2.392.000 
1992 2,545,000 4,�55,000 60,000 6,660,000 
1'93 1,320,000 6,1034,000 78,000 7,432,000 
1"4 ·1,sos,000 5,040,000 ,n,ooo 6,889,000 
1'95 1,799,000 5,345,000 225,000 7,369,000 
1996 ·1,663,000 4,800,0UU 225,000 6,688,00t)• 
199'1 l,S45,000 3,950,000 2�0,000 5.745.000 

1�98 840,000 3,250,000 2s0,000 4,340,000 
1999 0 2.A00,000 250,000 �.0130,000 

·(Plc«111u note thftt tho total costa for FY96 hAvc been reduced by
USAID/WAshlngton, without �xplnnat!ot\, by $1,3 mUUon, for a total of $5.4
mi1Uon.)

I 
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How i& the Turkey pcogram managed?

G�noral coordlnfttio.� of lliP. progr14m, undP.r the JeadersbJp of th� USA JD Turkey
Joint �rogramcuing lttiln,, , .. �tA wnh .- to.un cornprh1\!d of n,embcr., of tho Global 
and ijurnr- 11nd NewJy Lufopcndunt Sblh1H J3un,aus, 1u1d the U.8. !!mbuHy 
Anktn. Day-to-d"y manur,ement cU1d h .. ,cbnl�l ov�r»l,Jht t'e3ts with the 
I!mb.tss� Populi\tion Ad:vi�or ( a Turkish public health physician), a Michi�nn 
Population FoHow, ,rnd .t Su� Oepurtn,ent Ecouomic Officer. Thi� n1anagement 
structure ht unique to Turkey. 

Munage1nent and ovc�ight of thr prc>trcuu L5 conducted employing a numbet· of 
tools nnd mech.an{sms including: 

• Tho U.S. l!n1b1tuy/ Ankm·,, 11nd thr. USAJD Offil.'e of Population develop un
nnmud Country ltnpJcmcnti\llon Workphm w,th n,;socinted unnual CA
l>udge2t1 and truvel plun!'I,

• Stftndard Operating Pl'<x:edt.1res (SOP!i.) have been developed ttnd
implen,cnted by USAID 11a a man&tgl!rncnt tool for G,s. The SOP� 1pply tCI
subproject proposf\19, qua,rterJy n1Mn11iem.ent t'eports, .and tnp ,·eporb.

• The PopulAtiol\ Advi60l'6 1...onduct a Cas' Coordtnlltlng Ml!�tlng every two
month8 tu Ahllff. it1forn,ation, enhance field conrdlt\Rt!ol\ and improve 
programmatic coh<!sion. 

• The Populntlon Advisors and the USAID/Wuhingtnn Country SpcdaU,t for
Tur�y c:ond uc:t an onnuul Mnl\&ell\ent Review in the field lo track
pro�rammntic: progr•u.

• The ropulatie>l\ Advisors ma,t am,uaUy wiU'\ the G /PHN PrOjl.'t'.t Mam,geN,
rclovant nNI Bureau pcrcin'1nol, nntf C.u1 in Wushin�ton,

How ls tho program lmplomented? 

USAID ilUiabtncC! to thv GOT is !!npl�menlitd thl'0\18h TJ.S. Cooparatin& 
Age1\c1es (CAs) thatoperAte underconlracll1al agrccancnla wHh the USA!D 
Qf(tcc of l'opulAtton. 't'hG U.S. 1:imba,u,y popuh1tlu11 lc&tm cuordinabts with CAs 
to dHtt.rmin,i typt1s of nc:tivitlas and 1;ch�dulei, to ensue" tho.t l1Jl program 
clcll\enb l\re con�i�ltmt wlth the USAID Population Assistducc SlrAtegy. 
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l 
Which CA& UC worlcfog In T urk\!y?

Tho folfowing CA$ ere contrll>utmv to the USA 'D ·1· k - c, .. , 1tr ey proinun: 
• A VSC Interna tlonitJ - Access to Vol untnry and Safo Con11':,cepti<1n • Joltns Ho�kfnR Univ:er�ity, (Population Cmnmunlcations �rvlt�� andProgram tor In�rnntfnnt1l Tr<1inine la Rcprodudiv� Health)• John Snow Inc., (SEATS)
• Macro fnbt\'ttational (OHS - Dcmogrnphic and Health Survey)• Managcmtcml Sci�nce for HefflU1 (r-PMO}
• Pathfinder International
• The JJ11tuNr. Gronp Int-ernnttonctl Inc., {SOM/\l(C nncl OPTIONS II)
• Ct".nters for Di,aa,(! Control (CDC)

'Why .u� Chtre eJght CA& working in Turkey? 

Because the Turlroy progr,rn, ,� a t"('fotivdy uu1ture program, ll can no loni�r 1't!ly 
on one or two generaHzcd CAs to cnrry out !tpe<:iali�ed techniCAI MtJtlAnco. 
Spodffc t\Mt1lum:e in the uens of policy, logislks, h't\fning, nnd new 
contraceptive technologittH an-a prcwirlEld only by ccrtRfn CAs. Even so, the 
nun\ber of Cas acUv@ in Turkey has d'1clin�d from el�ven tn 1994, 

The ]PT, however, wlll lln,it tht1 number of CA, tc, those which MC cssonlial to 
I\C<!omplish th� objf!C:t1VP.s of the straregy in lhc nt:!xl five ye11res. Thi1t dftdsion will 
bet bnsed on matchJng I.ho n,,ist<1nt:o \\\?"'Js with the 1ttrengths of the ngimcies. 
Wo t\rc c\lto concerned thut tlu� new budgeting svstem may lead tn inc:n1t,1c.,d 
indirtl\:L �ost, born l>y multiple CAs. 

Whlcl\ uthCI iutenudlonal donors att adiv� in !tmily planninw'population7 

AlU\ough lhoro nro a val'luty of donors on th� fomily planning/ populaUon scene 
"upportinn ind(rcct �kment., oC lh., program, thoro am only thrw who play a 
signWcant role in populAtlun 1tnd family planning; USAID, UNFPA l\nd IPPI1

• 

Of thvse. USAII) is the lend donor both Jn Clnandal and programrnntic term�. 

UNFPA undoraes 1\l\ intet(t'ute�t .appruuch to imprnvtt mat'l'lrnal child he11lth and 
family planning !>t:rvJcea, to,u,rng on undcrscrvcd popuhttions. Cun�nHy, 
UNl-'PJ\ projtte� ,:ov�r the most remote 28 province, in eastern ilmi southec1�lurn 
l'urkcy with an annual budget 11lloc.1tion of $'I million, l'mjed -'C:tivit(P.� 
r,rim.1rily nlm to Improve the quc1Uly of Sl.'tYi<.:cs through slrcnglt1cning the $kills 
of MCI-I/ i;p Sli!rvic� pmvic.l�rs. 
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upt�:�/he Famlly Plannin6 As&ocfaHon of T11rkuy (FPA'f), Hs local 
com:,:�ic:u�on 

!Vuppo!"t� v�rJous s�,�lf prc,j�ts, mostly infor1m•tion, educalinn, 
d 

(IP.C), aimed •lt t8hK1ou1 l•mder&, t1dutosccmb gecP. knndu (sJ )wcJler� and poHcy-n,akers. IPPr♦'s allnual contribution is Jr�• U�n $200,000�un

Anothcr_cx�rn�l donor, Jnp11nese Jn�rnlltfonnl Cc.>upel'Qtin� Agency (Jl(;A)
pfay!i Q lumt�d role, JutV_htg funded the e,tt.hJJ�hment of a hJgh-�h Hturlto for
the dovulopn,ent of Audao-vt,u.al m11.{-crifth1 for thw Miniittry of Health. Two otht-r 
new,o_mers 1n the fi�ld, ttw lfon>penn Commi&SiOf\ (EC) and the c�nn.-n
1e,rhnu:al Cnopc_r11tion Asstshuu:o (GTZ), have rece1\tly committed sn1alJ grnnht 
for family pft\nmng/pupulntlcm adlvitlea through NGOs.

Of thP. hmders, th.c World B,mk piny� a significnnt role wHh massive health Anti 
cdut:ation s�ctor. proj�ts. The Bonk support• a lc\rgc five ye,u- hfAlth sector loan. 
It doe, not, howuv�,·, focm; on populnUou and ftmHy planning. With� five yenr 
budget_ o�S75 mllH011 (Hank shart!), th(� pro1ect ts focused on improving the
henlth mtrnstructures Ju the most u1,JersC!rveJ 4ifight provinces.

·riu.• Ministry of Hc'llth (MOH) i!I oWclnlly respoMible for d�igning and
impl�nt�ntin& n11tton•wide hoolth poUctos -and deUv"rin� het1hh-carc ,iervic�,.
Bestdos the MOH, oth�r sectors ,md NGOs contribute lo carrying out sornf!
heillth serviCf!a.

At the ccntrnl levfitl, the MOH i!I respousJbh& for the implomot\tl\tfon of c:url\tiYP. 
and preventive health-�llrc scrvk_rq Hu·ounhout lhn ,:nuntt-y wlthfn the prtnctplo& 
of prilllftfY h�ttlth l'.l\r�. At the p1'<>vindcl level, tho hca1ith care system i111 under 
the responsibiJJly of lfoallh l)Lrt.'l:torn�,., und�r the supervls1ol\ of th� Govon\Or. 
Tho provincial llenlth Director h re,ponsible for deJiv�dng �Jt pt•immy httl\lth­
c11re 1ervices as well c\9 Cl.lrl\Uvc services. 

The present network of Health C..:onteri and ( te"lth t-touse.s wns formP.d on th� 
bt\11i� of ''Leglshttion tor the SochllizaUon of Health 8ervic�s" �o that servkes ,md 
fccilitlet unt 1-!xtended dnwn to the vUlage lcvol. The most bftak liJ�numt of the 
health servko is lhe Health Housu, which !'iP.rves a population of 2,500-3,000 and 
i11 �tAffcd bye 1nidw1(t,, The Hcallll C:onter serve!! n population of 5,000·10,000 
find ls ah,ffcd by � tu"m consisting of n phyatcian, R t\urse, a h�Alth officer, 
,nidwives, an environntent.11 hcAllh tcchnidnn l\tul i\ driver. ThiN network of 
\\t1\l\h ayelcrn11 i� rn-'i"ly rc1pun1tibl� for Jdivering primary health services, 
m,thlfflkl nnd child hen.1th, ta1ntly 1>lannlng, ,\<\d public education servict-!!11. 
'\"I\C:9l" hi,l\!U\ !e�IUttcs arc also the 1nni11 iiourceit of th� he«lth Information liY&lcn\. 
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'fhere ilt'e throo mo./or family pJan11tng NGOs active in Turkc.,y, th� Family Planning A1!ocfo�(on �f Turkey (ii PI\ T) • n,1 IPPF nffHlttlt!, the Tul'klsh FamilyH�dU, and l Llnncng 1-oundatton ITAPV), und the Human R(!50Ut't:eDevHtopment FoundRUon (HIU){-:), 

USAlD hns b�n the major donor asslstfn� in the development of the NGO sector 
in fomtly pitnning durfn5 the la.t dccado. USA!O hm; supporrod NGOs for 
�ffort.ci in various fields in popufutinn and famJly pJ,-1u\ing, "m84nn from 
tralning llt'ld t1111rvf<:11s to advocacy o! Sl�dor i1t?-1Ue1t, NCOs have m,ufo succe5sfu 
and lJulovAtJvc contributfon!I in thP. f\l'Ellt o( me And th� d�v�lopr"ent of traiulng 
gufdaUn��. Dut1 to the lack of eslahUsh6k.i infra.attm:tures and dJ�t llnka to th-.

&1><i11tins health care nctworli;e, howe.vf?r, they have not bncn C(Ju11lly 1ucce.ssful in 
the are11 of &erVk<.! d�livety. NGO' S Cil\ play a 1lrnns .td vuc:ncy role with 
Turk!sl\ decfsion-rMkert at the nQtional, provinchtl ttnd munidpol leveJs. ThJs 
rol@ h, pnrticuJarly in,porbu\t it, torms 0£ :;lTen8thening Ute GOT commitment to 
incntMP.d funding of population ilclivitie.s und ,:ontributP.i. tn program 
su�lt1iMbll!ty. 

\\7hat arc Ttttlu�y'it 11odal nnd cullural feature,? 

Turkev has c\ hl�hly h�wrogeneouH !l.ndal and cultural structure. Th�" 1u\flter11" 
11nd "tradition"l"ext.,t sinudtanciously; th�nf nre shnrp contrasts bctwcon 
population groups. AttituJ�l'j lc.1 lite ilre reml1\itccnt of those in the We.stern 
world expedally for the inhabilanl8 of rn�trupolltHn nr"a�. Peophl 11ro more 
conservative and rcllgtou11 tn the rur,al are111 ot lhe country. Trnditional 
opposition tC1 modarnizaUon persists v11.lu��, illlllu\.les, aspJrlltfOns, and gonls. 
11llhough lu ws ci\n be con&idered to be quilQ llb,�1•.il on Y,P.nder equ;iUty, 
pitrtrtarchal ldoology stlll charu,:ti�rizes sodc1l Ufc. 

Ctti:1.ens of T urkt-y are prcdominirnHy M uidim. About 98 percent of d\C 
populaHon b�long 1u the Sunn( and Alevi secla ot lhc Muslim religion, the 
Sunnis fonnins the overwbelming m.ifortly. lltnnkalty, T,n·k� predominate; 
Ku.nit.sh, AtAbi'-', Greek, (;irc1t8Sian, G,!Of&i,1n, Armeniau, and Jewish 
,·nmmt1t\inv1 of varying oize1 coanplett! the �lhnlc mosaic.: of the rich ,,n.d complex 
culture of the Turkish society . 

. ''· 



UNCLAS 

ORIGIN: ECON-3 
·�FO: TWI-0 BM0-1 DCM-1 TOTAL-5

�ISTRIBUTION: ECOA 
CHARGE: PROG 
APPROVED: APPR:CEDORRIS 
DRAFTED: DRAFTED:PSENLET 

• CLEARED : CLEARED: RROBERTO

VZCZCAYI242

ANKARA 0219S 

RR RUEHAB RUEHBR RUEHJA RUEHIT RUQNAAA RUEHC
RUEHML RUEHME RUEHEG RUEHOS RUEHTA RUEHNR RUEHKA RUEHNE
RUEHGV RUCNDT
DE RUEHAJC #2195/01 0611417
ZNR UUUUU ZZH

R 0114172 MAR 9Ei
FM AMEMBASSY ANKARA
TO RUEHAB/AMEMBASSY ABIDJAN 0043
RUEHBR/AMEMBASSY BRASILIA 0078
RUEHJA/AMEMBASSY JAKARTA 0106
RlJEHIT/AMCONSUL ISTANBUL 5622
RUQNAAA/AMCONSUL ADANA 3882
RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHDC 4221
RUEHML/AMEMBASSY MANILA 0088
RUEHME/AMEMBASSY•'MEXICO 0177
RUEHEG/AMEMBASSY CAIRO 1345
RUEHOS/AMEMBASSY LAGOS 0133
RUEHTA/AM�MBA.s.SY ALMATY 107�
RUEHNR/AMEMBASSY NAIROBI 0057
'UEHKA/AMEMBASSY DHAKA 0051
.UEHNE/AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI 0724

RUEHGV/USMISSION GENEVA 4761
RUCNDT/USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 2618
BT
UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 03 ANKARA 002195

STATE FOR EUR/SE, RPM/POP KMILLARD AND NEA/RP
AID FOR G - SALLY SHELTON, G/PHN DUFF GILLESPIE, ELIZABETH
MAGUIRE, JOYCE HOLFELD. CARLA RAGLAND, ROY JACOBSTEIN,
SCOTT RADLOFF, ELIZABETH SCHOENECKER, ENI/ECA/ST TED LANDAU
AND JAIME CORREA
ENI/HR/HP CONNIE COLLINS

E.O. 12598: N/A 
TAGS: EAID, SOCI, PREL, TU 
SUBJECT: GOT APPROVES A NATIONAL STRATEGY FOR WOMEN S 
REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH AND FAMILY PLANNING 

l. SU'MMJ\.RV, TR� TURY.ISR COVlLRNM�N� QATT�T�n 'T'HP. NA�TONAL 
WOMEN S REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH AND FAMILY PLANNING (RH/FP) 
STRATEGY DURING A JANUARY 2 9 - JU M.t;�"LLNli. ·.r.t1.l.::> WAS TH:f.: LAST

STEP IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF A NATIONAL STRATEGY, A LENGTHY 
AND METICULOUS EFFORT WHICH INVOLVED NUMEROUS PLAYERS FOR 
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THE PAST 20 MONTHS. OVER ONE HUNDRED PUBLIC AND PRIVATE 
qECTOR PARTICIPANTS MET TO PROVIDE FINAL INPUT AND APPROVE 

tE STRATEGY .DOCUMENT. PARTICIPANTS APPROVED TWENTY . 
i"RATEGIES TO IMPROVE RH/FP SERVICES AND TO SLOW POPULATION 

GROWTI!. NEXT STEPS ARE THE DEVELOPMENT OF IMPLEMENTATION 
PLANS AND THE ACTUAL IMPLEMENTATION OF THE STRATEGIES, WHICH 
WILL REQUIRE THE COMMITMENT OF SIGNIFICANT RESOURCES AND 
EFFORTS IN SPITE OF DECREASES IN DONOR AND GOT FUNDING. ENO 
SUMMARY. 

BACKGROUND 

2. IN EARLY 1994, USAID ASSIGNED THE OPTIONS PROJECT THE
TASK OF WORKING WITH THE GOVERNMENT OF TURKEY (GOT) TO
PROVIDE TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE IN HEALTH AND FAMILY PLANNING,
INCLUDING THE PREPARATION OF A NATIONAL STRATEGIC PLAN THAT
COULD HELP STRENGTHEN FP PROGRAMS. THE MINISTRY OF HEALTH
(MOH) TOOK THE LEAD IN GOT EFFORTS TO PREPARE THE STRATEGY.
SEVERAL PUBLIC AND PRIVATE ORGANIZATIONS WERE INVOLVED IN
THE PROCESS. THE MOH PROVIDED LEADERSHIP AND COORDINATION.

THE STATE PLANNING ORGANIZATION (SPO), WHICH IS RESPONSIBLE
FOR LONG-TERM PLANNING, WORKED WITH THE MOH TO DEFINE GOALS
AND PREPARE PLANNING DOCUMENTS. OTHER KEY PLAYERS WERE 
U.N1 Vt:K!:SiT.l.t::!S, Tttt: gUC1A1., �1:;C.:UK1'l'l UK(JAN1�A'.L"J.U.N (:S�K - - A

MAJOR HEALTH CARE PROVIDER), THE MINISTRY OF EDUCATION, THE 
GENERAL DIRECTORATE OF WOMEN S STATUS AND ISSUES, NGOS, AND 
PHARMACEUTICAL COMPANIES . 

. THE OPTIONS PROJECT SUPPORTED AND FACILITATED TH.B ENTIRE 
ROCESS. THE PROJECT PROVIDED TECHNIC

A

L ASSISTANCE TO CARRY 
OUT STRATEGIC PLANNING, ASSISTED IN CONDUCTING POLICY 
STUDIES ANO PROVIDED ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANCE TO THE MOH. 
OTHER USAID-FUNOED COOPERATING AGENCIES AND PROJECTS, SUCH 
AS THE SOMARC PROJECT, AVSC, SEATS, JHPIEGO AND PCS PROVIDED 
TECHNICAL RESOURCES'FOR THE STRATEGIC ANALYSIS. 

THE RATIFICATION MEETING 

4. ON JANUARY 29, THE PLANNING SECRETARIAT DISTRIBUTED THE
FINAL DRAFT OF THE STRATEGY FOR COMMENTS AND HELD A
RATIFICATION MEETING TO OBTAIN FINAL INPUT, MAKE LAST MINUTE
REVISIONS AND APPROVE THE STRATEGY. APPROXIMATELY ONE
HUNDRED PARTICIPANTS, REPRESENTING THE ORGANIZATIONS WHO
PREPARED THE STRATEGY, INTERESTED REPRESENTATIVES OF RELATED
SECTORS AND REPRESENTATIVES OF THE INTERNATIONAL DONOR
COMMUNITY ATT�ND�D TH� ME�T�NG.

5. MOH PRESENTED THE OVERALL STRATEGY WHICH SMALL GROUPS
THEN DISCUSSED IN DETAIL. MOH REQUESTED THAT PARTICIPANTS

ANKARA 02195 
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FOCUS PRIMARILY ON THE FEASIBILILY OF THE STRATEGIES AND 
ELIMINATE OR REVISE ANY STRATEGIES THAT WERE NOT REALISTIC. 
'HE MOH ALSO SOUGHT SPECIFIC GUIDANCi ON HOW TO PROCEED WITH 
.EXT STEPS, E. G, DEVELOPMENT OF IMPLEMENTATION PLANS : 

THE ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

6. THE STRATEGIC PLANNING PROCESS ANO RATIFICATION MEETING
WERE SUCCESSFUL IN BUILDING CONSENSUS AMONG VARIOUS
GOVERNMENT ANO PRIVATE SECTOR PLAYERS AND FOCUSING
PARTICIPANTS ON CRITICAL ISSUES. MOH SUCCESSFULLY
COORDINATED AND LED CONSTRUCTIVE DISCUSSIONS. PARTICIPATING 
ORGANIZATIONS WERE ENTHUSIASTIC FOR THE STRATEGIC PLANNING 
PROCESS -- A LARGELY NEW CONCEPT TO THE TURKISH BUREAUCRACY. 
MOST PARTICIPANTS WERE INTRODUCED TO THE CONCEPT OF 
STRATEGIC PLANNING ¥OR TH� ¥I��T TI�, ANO THE P�OC��� WAS 
AN EXCELLENT OPPORTUNITY FOR ON-THE-JOB TRAINING. THE 
COLLABORATIVE TEAMWORK OF SEVERAL PARTICIPANTS FROM 
ORGANIZATIONS PREVIOUSLY PERCEIVED AS RIVALS BY THE GOT 
(I.E. NCOS l\.ND TU£ �RIV�T£ SECTOR) w� IMPR��gx�. 

7. PRIVATE SECTOR REPRESENTATIVES, IN SPITE OF THEIR
LIMITED PRESENCE, CONTRIBUTED SIGNIFICANTLY TO THE STRATEGIC
eoAPXNYf;� 

0
W2k'.[ Q h&-1i<a1F:�t�u O A y.nrJ.lJlc; T -F!�Al!(!�RtYM&

,..
AlniT lil\t; J. 1'f. 

INPUT WAS WELCOMED BY PUBLIC SECTOR REPR.ESENTATIVES. AT THE 
MOH S REQUEST t THE SOMARC PROJECT STAFF PROVIDED ADDITIONAL 
ANALYSIS FOR PRIVATE SECTOR STRATEGIES, WHICH HELPED IMPROVE 
�OH UNDERSTANDING OF THE PRIVATE SECTOR S POTENTIAL TO 

ROVIDE ENHANCED FAMILY PLANNING SERVICES. THE PRIVATE­
�UBLIC SECTOR COLLABORATION IN REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH SERVICES 
DEMONSTRATED A MAJOR DEPARTURE FROM THE GOT S GENERAL 
INCLINATION TO IGNORE PRIVATE SECTOR APPROACHES TO NATIONAL 
PROBLEMS. 

8. THE SECRETARIAT HAD CAREFULLY PLANNED THE RATIFICATION
MEETING AND KEPT FOCUS ON THE AGENDA WHILE ALLOWING DEBATE.
THE MOST ENCOURAGING FEATURE WAS THE UNANIMOUS CONSENSUS ON
THE NEED FOR A VIABLE NATIONAL RH/FP PROGRAM STRATEGY THAT
COULD SURVIVE DECLINING SUPPORT FROM INTERNATIONAL DONORS.
THE MEETING ENDED WITH THE RATIFICATION OF A WRITTEN
STATEMENT OF TWENTY S�RATF.r.TF.S. FOURTEEN WERE RELATED TO
REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH AND FAMILY PLANNING WHILE THE REMAINING
SIX WERE DIRECTED TOW

ARDS IMPROVING WOMEN S STATUS.

WHAT WAS LEFT UNSETTLED AND WHAT THE FUTURE HOLDS 

'j. !:SJ:;Vt;.KAJ.., r'JU-C:J.'.l.�l.r'AL'IITS VO.ICI!.D CONCERN ABOUT TH!!,; AG?!;NDA 5 

BREADTH AND ITS AMBITIOUS TARGETS. AS PARTICIPANTS DRAFTED 
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STRATEGIES OVER THE PAST 20 MONTHS, TREY BROADENED THEM TO 
'CLUDE WOMEN S STATUS ISSUES IN THE SPIRIT OF THE CAIRO AND 
!JING CONFERENCES. STRATEGIES RELATED TO WOMENS ISSUES 

��RE LARGELY UNFOCUSED. INDEED, THESE STRATEGIES PROVIDED 
AN EXTENSIVE LIST OF CULTURAL PROBLEMS AND CHALLENGES. AS A 
RESULT, THE STRATEGIES ON WOMEN S ISSUES SEEMED MORE A WISH 
LIST FOR SOCIETAL CHANGE. 

10. WHILE REPRESENTATIVES OF PHARMACEUTICAL COMPANIES WERE
PRESENT AT THE FINAL MEETING, THE PRIVATE SECTOR WAS NOT
ADEQUATELY REPRESENTED IN THE STRATEGY S DEVELOPMENT.
PHARMACEUTICAL COMPANIES WERE PRIMARILY INTERESTED IN
FILLING IN THE CONTRACEPTIVE GAP AS USAID DONATIONS PHASE
OUT, RATHER THAN THE OVERALL STRATEGY. PRIVATE PHYSICIANS
ANO PHARMACISTS, THE MAJOR PROVIDERS OF REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH
SERVICES, WERE NOT PRESENT, ALTHOUGH THEY WERE INVITED TO
PARTICIPATE. THIS IS LARGELY DUE TO THE FACT THAT PRIVATE
PROVIDERS ARE NOT WELL ORGANIZED, SELDOM FOCUS ON PRIVATE
SECTOR INITIATIVES, AND SELDOM SEE RH/FP AS A PRIORITY.
CONSEQUENTLY, IT WAS MAINLY THE PUBLIC SECTOR WHICH
DISCUSSED AND DETERMINED THE PRIVATE SECTOR S POTENTIAL
ROLES AND CONTRIBUTIONS TO TllE OVERALL STRATEGY.

11. SEVERAL PARTICIPANTS ASKED WHETHER THERE WAS POLITICAL
SUPPORT FOR THE STRATEGY AND ITS IMPLEMENTATION, GIVEN THAT
THE STRATEGY WAS DEVELOPED BY TECHNICAL EXPERTS WHO LACK
POLICY AND FINANCIAL CLOUT. THERE WAS CONSENSUS THAT FAMILY 
PLANNING ADVOCATES SHOULD PUSH FOR THE ENDORSEMENT OF THE 
qTRATEGY TO ENSURE FUTURE IMPLEMENTATION. PARTICIPANTS 

?NCLUDED THAT A VIGOROUS ADVOCACY EFFORT FOCUSING ON SENIOR 
.:>VERNMENT OFNC1"AIJ3 wot,-... .:; nr: Tm;: !.CCIC-".L ??'E�T ST::!>. 

-------- ------------------------------·----------

THE NEED FOR BETTER PLANNING AS RESOURCES DWINDLE
-------------------------------------------------

12. THE GOT HAS LONG ACKNOWLEDGED THE IMPORTANCE OF SLOWING
POPULATION GROWTH AND INCREASING MODERN CONTRACEPTIVE
PREVALENCE . HOWEVER, WHILE OFFICIAL �KONUUNC.t::M1::N".L'� A.K�

CERTAINLY FAVORABLE AND AN ACTIVE PROGRAM FOR FP EXISTS
WITHIN THE MOH, THE GOT HAS NEVER EFFECTIVELY MOBILIZED ITS
RESOURCES TO PROVIDE EASY ACCESS TO SERVICE OR PUBLIC
INFORMATION TO WIDE SECTORS OF THE TURKISH POPULATION. THE
DEVELOPMENT OF A STRATEGIC PLAN IS AN ESSENTIAL FIRST STEP
IN OVERCOMING THESE PROBLEMS.

13. THE NEXT STEP IS TO DEVELOP IMPLEMENTATION PLANS TO
ACHIEVE PROGRAMMATIC GOALS. THESE EFFORTS WILL TAKE PLACE 
IN THE CONTEXT OF A RAPIDLY CHANGING ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL 
ENVIRONMENT. THE GOT IS ClITTING BUDGETS WHILE THE LARGEST 
INTERNATIONAL DONOR TO RH/FP (USAIO) IS ALSO REDUCING 
FINANCIAL AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE. THE INCREASING

POLITICAL POWER OF THE ISLAMIST REFAH PARTY ADD POLITICAL 
UNCERTAINTY CONCERNING FUTUR� GOT FAMILY PLANNING ATTITUDES.

GOT HEALTH OFFICIALS ARE INCREASINGLY AWARE THEY MUST SEEK 
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NEW STRATEGIES TO ENSURE THAT RH/FP GOALS WILL BE ACHIEVED 
IN A RESOURCE-CONSTRAINED ENVIRONMENT.
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Soguk sava^tan sonraki
ddnemde, Tiirkiye He Birletjik Devletlerin ortak 
gikarlarini ilgilendiren yeni konular ortaya pkiyor. Qevre, 
tertin~m, narkotik ve niljus artqi gibi global konular, 21. 

yicyihn gundeminde giderek daha genif kapsamda yer 
alacak tehditler. Bizler, bu konular dzerinde birlikle daha 

fazla ^aba gOstenneliyiz.

Ciddi bir baflangif yaptik. Daha fimdiden, Tiirkiye 'nin 

surdiirUlebilir kalkuvna ve dengeli niljus artqina 
ulafabilmesi if in birlikte fahfiyoruz. USAID kanah He, Turk 
Hukiimeti, Ozel sektOrtl ve birfok hukumet difi kurumla 
ifbirligi yaparak, Tiirkiye "de aile planlamasi hizmetlerinin 
yaygmhgini ve kalitesini artinnaya faliftyoruz.

Birlefik Devletler, 1985 ’den bu yana gerfekleftirdigi 
yaklafik 40 milyon Amerikan Dolari tutarmdaki kaikistyla, 
bugiin sektordeki en bilytik uluslararast bagif kaynagidir. 
Onwniizdeki befydhk dOnemde Tiirkiye ’nin aile planlamasi 

programmi desteklemek amactyla tasarlanmif 27 milyon 

dolarhk bir projeyi desteklemekteyiz.

Siirekli nilfus artifi, siirdiiriilebilir kalkinmanm zaruriyetine 
yeni bir Onem kazandirmakladir.l950'den bu yana dilnya 
niijusu iki katina fikmijtir ve her qy Mew York fehrinin, her 
yilMeksika ’nin, her onyilda bir ise (Jin ’in niijusuna efdeger 
bifimde artmaktadir.

Daha genif anlamda, diinyanm birfok zorlu milcadelesine 
bir de kqynak kithgi eklenmektedir. Turn dilnya giivenligi, 
gezegenimizin yafami destekleme kapasitesi He insan sayisi 
arasmdaki dengeyi kurabilmemize baghdir.

"Tk "Tew areas of shared interests between the United 
I States and Turkey are emerging in the post Cold 

JL H'ar era. “Global’’ issues like the em’ironment, 

terrorism, narcotics and population growth are the 
challenges which will figure ever larger on the 21st 
century's agenda. We must do more together on them.

We have a head start. We are already working closely 
together to attain Turkish sustainable development and 
balanced population growth. Through USAID, we are 
working with the Turkish government and private sector, 
as well as many NGOs, improving the quality of and access 

to family planning services.

T1"' United States is the largest international donor in this 
contributing nearly 40 million USD since 1985. We 

jpporiing a 27 million USD project over the next five 

years to place Turkey’s family planning program on a 

sustainable path.

The continuing growth of human population provides a new 
urgency to the imperative of sustainable development. World 

population has doubled since 1950 and the world adds the 
equivalent of another New York City every month, another 
Mexico every year, another China every decade.

In broader terms, resource scarcities contribute to many of 
the world's violent conflicts. The security of the whole world 
depends upon whether we can strike a balance between 
human numbers and the planet’s capacity to support life.
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Tiirkiyc nin nilfusu 61.8 milyondur, ve mcvcut 
ko$ullar altinda, yalmzca 33 yil i^inde bu rakam iki 
katina Qikacaktir. Arajtirmalara gore, Turk kadinlan 

ortalama 2.1Qocuk istcmektedir. Mevcut verilcrc gore, 
ortalama bir Turk kadim urelkcn dbnenunde 2.7, 
kirsal kesimdeki Turk kadinlan ise 2.9 <;ocuk sahibi 

olacaktir. Bu durumda, islencn ile genjeklcjcn 
dogurganlik oranlan arasmda bir tutarsizlik vardir 

Aile planlamasi ydntemlerinin kullamlma yaygtnligi 
%63’dur; ancak, bu rakamin yalmzca yansi modern 

ybntcmleri temsil etmektedir. Kadinlann %70'i ba$ka 
<;ocuk istemediklerini sdylerken, %14’ii de en az iki 
yildan once hamile kalmak istemediklerini 
belirtmi$lerdir. Kiirtaj oram ytikscktir (her ii? canli 
dogumdan birisi). Dogurganlik Qagindaki yakla$ik 

11.5 milyon kadindan 9 6 milyonu aile planlamasi 
istemekte, ancak bunlardan sadcce 4.4 milyonu 

modern aile planlamasi ybntemlcrini kullanmaktadir 
Bu da gdstermektedir ki, 5 milyonu a$kin evli fiftin 

modern aile planlamasi talebi karjilanamamaktadir.

v

/ J
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Total Fertility Rate 1955-1993

Turkey’s Demographic

D e m o g r a f i k
Turkey has a population of 61.8 million, which

under current conditions will double in just 33

years. Turkish women report that the ideal
number of children to have is 2.1 (essentially
replacement fertility). The average Turkish woman
will bear 2.7 children during her reproductive life,
given current fertility patterns and rural women will
typically bear 2.9 children. Thus there is a
discrepancy between desired and actual fertility.
Overall contraceptive prevalence is 63%, but only
about half of the prevalence represents modern
method use Seventy percent of women report they 
desire no more children and 14 percent report they 
want to defer their next pregnancy for at least two
years. Abortion rates are high (one reported for every
three live births). There are approximately 11.5
million married women of reproductive age, 9.6
million of whom want to contracept, but only 4.4

million of w’hom use modem contraceptive methods.
Thus over 5 million couples’ demand for modem 

fa Planning is not being met.
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Demand is High for Family Planning
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Want no more 
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Many Turkish Couples Use Traditional or 
No Method of Contraception
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Want children later

Want children 

soon

Turkiye’ye USAID iki tarafli yardimimn sona erdigi 
1975 yilindan bu yana, nitfus programlan i?in 
gerekli fonlar, USAID’in Washington Niiftis Ofisi 
tarafmdan saglanmi$tir. A.B.D., nispeten kii?uk 
61?ekli olan nitfus yardimim, Turk toplumunda bu 

hizmetlere kar$i geli$en talep dogrultusunda 
artirmi$tir. Bir takim faktdrlerin de biraraya gelmesi 
Turkiye’deki etkisi aQisindan ideal ko$ullar 
yaratmijtir. Bu faktdrlerden en dikkat sekici olan ise, 

Tiirk Hukiimeti’nin nidus ve aile planlamasi 
sorunlanna kar$i giderek artan ilgisidir. Buna ek 

olarak, USAID, Tiirk Hiikumeti’nde, hiikumet di§i 
kurumlar ile dzel sektoriin program dahilindeki 
rollerini geli$tirme istegini de gdzlemi? ve bunu 
programin devamliligim saglamaya yonelik bir faba 
olarak degcrlendirmi$tir. Gerek Tiirk Hiikiimeti, 
gerekse hiikumet di§i kurumlar ve ozel sektor, 
bireysel ve ortak amaflanna ula$mak iizere teknik 

yardim talebinde bulunmu$lardir; bu talebin, 

USAID ile Tiirkiye arasindaki uretkenligi hizla artan 

i§birligine biiyiik katkilan olmu$tur.

Turkiye’de USAID Niifus ve Aile Planlamasi Yardim Programi

ince USAID bilateral assistance to Turkey
ended in 1975, USAID/Washington’s Office of
Population has provided funds for population

programs. Though initially small, the U.S. has
increased population assistance as demand for those
services grew in Turkish society. The convergence of
a number of factors have created ideal conditions for
impact in Turkey. The most salient factor is the
Government of Turkey’s (GOT) elevated sense of

commitment to population and family planning
issues. In addition, USAID has observed a
willingness on the part of the GOT to seriously

develop the role of the commercial and non­

government sectors -- an endeavor seen to promote
program sustainability. The GOT, commercial
sector, and non-governmental organizations have all
- -nested technical assistance in reaching their

■idual and mutual goals - contributing to the

.easingly productive partnership between USAID

and Turkey.

- f : ■

USAID’s Population and Family Planning Assistance in Turkey
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1 7 strongly believe that private sector involvement in making family planning information and services 

available and accessible to the people is very important. ” - Mr. Vehbi Koc, President of the TFHPF

Today’s USAID assistance focuses on sustaining a 

reduced rate of population growth and a financially 
sustainable program, able to continue in the absence 
of donor resources. The program strategy, developed 
in partnership with Turkey, concentrates on the 
following:

• Encouraging the Turkish Government to develop 
and define its population policies;

• Encouraging non-governmental organizations to 

play a greater role in population and health 

programs,
• Improving coordination and communication 

between private and public sectors involved in 
population and family planning; and

• Using USAID resources effectively to support 
sustainable development in the sector.

USAID is the lead donor in both financial and 
programmatic terms, but coordinates closely with 
other donors supporting Turkey’s population and 

family planning activities: the United Nations Fund 
for Population Assistance (UNFPA), the International 

Planned Parenthood Federation (IPPF), the Japanese 
International Cooperating Agency (JICA), and the 

European Union (EU).

*5

he country program goals of USAID 
population assistance to Turkey are to:

• improve women’s health;

• lower fertility; and

• reduce the population growth rate to levels 

consistent with sustainable development.

/

5
J

I
J.

The USAID program provides technical and financial 
assistance to encourage the GOT to explore and 
leverage ways in which the commercial sector and 

non-governmental organizations can contribute to 
their efforts, decreasing the financial and human 

burden on the GOT. USAID does not fund recurrent 
costs, except for contraceptive commodities. In 1994, 
USAID adopted a five-year strategy to gradually 
reduce technical assistance to Turkey. As the GOT 
and the commercial sector assume the full financial 
responsibilities of the national program, USAID will 

phase out its support for contraceptive procurement. 
Recent experience has demonstrated that this type of 

assistance helps to protect the substantial investment 
made to date by USAID (nearly 40 million U.S. 

dollars), and enhances a program’s ability to 

successfully operate without USAID funding

Z. W \
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SAID’inTiirkiye’ye niifus yardim program 

hedefleri a$agidaki gibidir:

I
k-

• Kadin saghgim iyile^lirmek;

• Dogurganlik oranini azaltmak,

• Niifus arti$ hizim iilkenin geli$me hizi ile uyumlu 
bir seviyeye dii$urmek.

?’■

■

Tiirkiye’nin niihis ve ai!e planlamasi faaliyederiid 
destekleyen uluslararasi kurulu$lar arasinda USAID 
hem mali kaynak hem de programlama afisindan en

I

•V'-'x

bnemli katkiyi saglamaktadir. USAID, bu alanda 

dcstek saglayan - United Nations Fund for Population 

Assistance (UNFPA), International Planned 
Parenthood Federation (EPPF), Japanese International 
Cooperating Agency (JICA), European Union (EU) - 
gibi diger kumluslarla yakin i§birligi itjindedir.

i
I

Bugiin USAID yardimi, dii$uk niifus arti§ hizini 
siirekli kilacak ve di§ yardim
olmaksizin da finansal olarak

devam edebilecek bir program
iizerine yogunla$tinlmaktadir.
Tiirkiye ile birlikte geli§tirilen
program stratejisi ajagida
belirtilen temel noktalar iizerine

kurulmujtur:

1I

• Tiirk Hiikiimetini kendi niifus
politikalanni belirlemeye ve
gelijtirmeye tejvik etmek;

• Hiikiimet di§i organizasyonlan niifus ve saghk 
programlannda daha dnemli roller almaya te§vik 

etmek;

• Niifus ve aile planlamasi konulannda cali^an dzel 
scktdr ile kamu sektbrii arasindaki ijbirligini ve 

ilelijimi geli$tirmek;

• USAID kaynaklanm bu sektdrdeki siirdiiriilebilir 
kalkinmayi desteklemek i^in kullanmak.
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USAID programi, Turk Hiikiimeti’ne, dzel sektdriin 
ve gayri resmi kurulujlann, hiikiimet iizerindeki mali 

ve insan giicu kaynakli yiikii 
azaltacak $ekilde Qabalar 
sarfetmeleri yolunda ara$tirmalar 
yapmasini ve bu <?abalan 
desteklemesini tejvik amaciyla 

tekmk ve mali yardim temin 

etmektedir. USAID aile 
planlamasi ara<;lan di$inda kalan 
tekrar maliyetlerini finanse 
etmemektedir. USAID, 1994 
yilmda, Turkiye’ye verilen teknik

yardim ajamali olarak azaltmayi hedefleyen be? 
yillik bir plan uyarlami?tir Turk Hiikumeti ve dzel 

sektdr ulusal programn tiim finansal 
sorumluluklanm ustlendiginde, aile planlamasi 
araijlan i?in verilen yardim da a?amali olarak 

kaldinlacaktir. Son zamanlardaki deneyimler 
gostermijtir ki, bu tiir bir yardim hem USAID’in 

bugiine dek yaprn? oldugu genjekten onemli 
miktarda (40 milyon Amerikan Dolanna yakin) bir 
yatinmn korunmasina yardim edecek, hem de 
bundan bdyle, USAID fonlan olmaksizin da 
programn ba$an ile i?leyebilmesim mumkiin 
kilacaktir.
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 The U S A I D-Turkish Partnership

oversight rests with the Embassy

) . a

to capitalize on the best the U.S. has
to offer in

technical expertise and taps into the intellectual

Quality

■ :

USAID Budget

IPPF

A. *
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6X 
UNFPA

Management
4%

Policy
21%

Access
27%

program, under the 
’rogranuning

a team comprised of

raceptives 
21%

operate under contractual  _
USAID Office or Population. The C As'enableUSAID

o

that
agreements with the

.X

resources of U.S universities, voluntary organizations, 
and private companies. The U.S. Embassy 
population team coordinates with CAs to determine types 
of activities and schedules to ensure that all program 
elements are consistent with the USAID Population 

Assistance StrategyDay-to-day management and technical 

' Population

BL

,0 ,he is Elemented
through U.S. Cooperating Agencies (CAs)

I

PSit!0n^,l0W’ ^sS^nent

Donor Contributions to Family Planning 

In Turkey

OTHERS 2* EC

The CAs have differing, specialized expertise that 
they make available to the public, commercial, and 

non-governmental sectors at the request of the GOT, 

USAID/Washington, and the U.S. Embassy in 
Ankara. The primary areas for CA technical 
assistance are policy, training, management, 
information, education and communication (1EC), 
and service delivery. CAs work with a variety of 
Turkish public and private sector organizations, who 
are the actual implementers of programs and 

activities.

ba

Economic Officer This management structure is 

unique to Turkey and is a potential model for countries 
that face the elimination of USAID Missions.

io%
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BANK

7% 
JCA

eneral coordination of the prograr
I '■'leadership of the USAID Joint Pi 
VJ Team, rests with a team co...,.^ 

members of the Global and Europe and Newly 

Independent States Bureaus, and the U.S Embassy 

Ankara. Day-to-dav ,
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The Cooperating Agencies in Turkey - Tiirkiye’deki l^birligi Kurulu^lan

r rupuiduun uommumcations Services
Johns Hopkins University - Program for International Training in

The Futures Group Internationa?! Inc., (SOMARC and OPTIONS II)
U.S. Centers for Disease Control (CDC)

/ z
< 7

•'/■J

•'i

V;

z Z z z z
< z <■

V \ XX X xx
'** ■ *

I

i

Turk Hiikumeti’ne saglanan USAID yardimt, USAID 

Ntifus Biirosu ile kontrat bazlt anla$malarla Qalijan 

bir grup Amenkan kurulu$u tarafindan hayata 

ge<;inlmektedir. Bu kumlujlar biryandan A.B.D.’nin 

sunabilecegi teknik ekspertizin olu$uma etkin

’’ * ' - *-’■**: itSE

-J

kamu ve (jzel sektdriin yaranna sunmaktadir. Egitim, 
politika belirleme, ydnetim, enformasyon, ileti§im ve

AVSC International - Access to Voluntary and Safe Contraception 

Johns Hopkins University - Population Communications Services 
Johns Hopkins University - Program for International Training in 

Reproductive Health
John Snow Inc., (SEATS )
Macro International (DHS - Demographic and Health Survey) 
Management Sciences for Health (FPMD)
Pathfinder International

X. -z V X V V \ \

hizmetlenn yayginla?ttrmasi yardinun temelini 

olujturan konulardir. Bu kurulu$lar, program ve 
faaliyetlenn gerCek uygulamacilan olan Turk kamu 

ve ozel sektbriinden <?e§itli organizasyonlarla birlikte 
fali§ir.

u r k I y e
rogramin genel koordinasyonunu, USAID
Ortak Programlama Ekibi yuriitmektedir.Bu
ekip. USALD’in Global Buro, Avrupa ve Yeni

Bagimsiz Devletler Toplulugu Biirosu ve A.B.D. 
Ankara Elgiligi uyelerinden olu$maktadir. Gunliik 
i§ ybnetimi ve teknik gbzetim ise Elfilik Niifus 

Danijmani (bir Turk halk sagligi hekimi), bir 
Michigan Universitesi Niifus Programi Gbrevlisi ve 

Amcrikan Di§i§leri Bakanligi Ekonomi Memuni 
tarafindan yapilmaktadir. Bu ybnetim yapisi 
Turkiye’ye bzgii olup USAID Misjonunun 
yuriirliikten kaldinlmasi surecini ya$ayan binjok iilke 
ifin potansiyel bir model tejkil etmektedir.

________________________

o r t a k I I g I
bir bifimde katkisim saglarken; diger yandan da 
yine AB.D.’nin iiniversiteleri, gOnullii ve bzel 
kurumlanmn entellektiiel birikimlerinden 

faydalanilmasim saglamaktadirlar. A.B.D. Elfiligi 
niifus ekibi, turn program elemanlanmn USAID 
Niifus Yardimt Stratejisi tie tutarlihgini saglamak 

uzere, bu kurulu$lann 9ali§malanm koordine eder.

Sbzkonusu kurulu5lar, farkli konulardaki 

uzmanltklanni, Tiirk Hiikiimeti, USAID/Washington 
ve Ankara AB D. Elgiligi’nin talepleri dogrultusunda
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• In 1994, the Ministry of Health established a pilot 
Contraceptive Logistics and Service Statistics 

Management Information System in five 
provinces.

• Hacettepe University, seven medical schools, the 
Ministry of Health, and the Human Resource 

Development Foundation developed and adopted 
the National Family Planning Service Guidelines, 

a standardized approach to improve uniformity 
and quality in family planning sen ices.

ollowing are just a few of the many examples of 
successful collaboration between CAs and 
Turkish counterparts:

• In order to strengthen the performance of the 
Ministry of Health nurse midwives, the Ministry 
developed and adopted an operational midwife job 
description and curriculum training package.

• The Turkish Family Health and Planning 

Foundation and Eczaciba§i, the Turkish 
pharmaceutical company, introduced the “OK” 

condom and oral contraceptives in a social 
marketing project. The success of these social 
marketing efforts has paved the way for the 
development of a more extensive private 
reproductive health network.
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• The Ministry of Health and Hacettepe Institute of 

Population Studies conducted the 1993 
demographic and health survey (DHS). The 

results facilitate data-driven decision making and 
have tremendous implications for future 

programming.

“7/ is essential to have a population structure and a rate of increase that is compatible with the targets 

of social development and a sustained economic growth ” - State Planning Organization - 1994
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• Saglik Bakanligi, kendi bunyesindeki ebe 
hemjirelerin perfbrmansini arttirmak amaciyla, 
bir uygulamah ebe i$ tammi ile egitim paket 

progranuni geli§tirdi ve benimsedi.

• 1994 yilinda, Saglik bakanligi be$ ilde pilot 
uygulama olarak, Aile Planlamasi Lojistigi ve 
Hizmet istatistikleri Yonetim Bilgi Sistemi kurdu.

Ba$arilanlar

§agidaki bmekler, USAID katkisi ile 

genjekle^tirilen bajanli Qok sayida ortak 

<;ali$madan yanlizca birka<;idir:

• Tiirkiye Aile Sagligi ve Planlamasi Vakfi ile 

Eczaciba$i ortakla§a gerc;ekle§tirdikleri sosyal 

pazarlama projesi ile ‘OK’ prezervatiflerini ve 

dogum kontrol haplanni tanittilar. Bu pazarlama 
<;ali$malannin ba§ansi bzel sektbr bunyesinde 
daha yaygin bir ureme sagligi hizmetinin 

geli§tirilmesine de yol a?ti.

• Saglik Bakanligi ve Hacettepe Niifus Etudleri 
Enstitusii birlikte, 1993 yilinda, demografi ve 

saglik arajtirmasim yuriittuler. Sonu?lar. hem 

verilere dayali karar mekanizmasim yuriirluge 

koydu hem de, gelecege ybnelik programlamaya 

Myiik katkilan oldu.

it

■•w ■

Planlamasinda
• Hacettepe Universitesi, yedi adet tip fakultesi, 

Saglik Bakanligi ve insan Kaynaklanm 
Gelijtirme Vakfi, aile planlamasi hizmetlerinde 

kaliteyi artirmak ve standardizasyonu saglamak 

amaci ile, Ulusal Aile Planlamasi Hizmet 

Kilavuzunu geli§tirdiler ve benimsediler.
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s awareness and

olmujtur. Konferans katilimcilan, turn hiikumetlerin

™Pli™n t0 311 aspects of heaJth service provision

In Turkey’s Report to the ICPD:

issues:

■x
10

r i

and
v

x %

nttehgi tasiyahilecek Eylem Planim onaylamislarchr 
iTk ,Konferansa akttf °larak kaUlnu5tir.
USAtD Turkiye mn bu Hareket Plani terCevesinde 
kendi Ulusal Aile Planlamasi ve Kadin Sagligi 
Stratejisinde gosterdigi Cabalanm desteklemektedir

t h e 
e /

turn saghk 
bir kilavuz

I C P D
C P D"

1994 Kahire Uluslararasi Kalkinma

Konferansi (ICPD), diinyamn I
gerfeklerden haberdar olmasi ve 

afisindan gerfekten bnemli bir donum

D the fad that the present rate iss“'s!
Mpnren, of,he country; and 2) high fertility has a^rseiTpo'aVo7Z^^^

A

ve Niifus
konuyla ilgili 

: taahhiitleri 

i noktasi

vatandajlanna garantilemekle jlikumlii oldddan 

temel ureme saghgi haklannm kullarulmas! 
korunmasi ve bu baglamda gerekli 
hizmelJerinin saglanmasi ?abalanna

kendi Ulusal Aile Planlamasi ve Kadin Sagligi

Turkey 
~r k 1 y

r I 1^e 1994 Cairo International Conference on 

I Population and Development (ICPD) marked a 
A turning point in the world’s awareness and 

commitment to population and development issues 
Conference participants approved the Plan of Action 

I’LTL35 3 t0 ah governments in their

i and 
their

rr * ------ e»v ’ ‘Uiivuu in
efforts to guarantee their citizens the protection 

exercise of basic reproductive rights and 1

Tk nz^'T • — — »1VV piuvisiuil.

1 he cot actively participated in ICPD and USAID 
is supporting Turkey’s efforts to incorporate the Plan 
of Action into its National Family Planning and 

Women s Reproductive Health Strategy

T (j
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Anticipated Outcomes from the Current Assistance Program of USAID
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NGO structures 
strengthened and assuming 
an important role in advocacy 

activities

Quality family planning 
services integrated and/or 
expanded in existing public 
and private service delivery 

channels.

Increased private sector 
involvement in family 

planning and reproductive 
health services

Family planning and 
reproductive health training 

redesigned and re-oriented to 
emphasize quality of care.

Information, education, and 
communication efforts 

focused on resolving specific 
problem areas as identified in 

surveys and other program 
evaluations.

Increased political, financial 
and programmatic support 

for family planning and 
reproductive health within the 

Government of Turkey

V

I
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Tiirkiye, ureme sagligi ve aile planlamasi 
hizmetlerinin kalitesi ve yayginliginda sagladigi 
ftnemli geli$melerin yaiusira, toplam dogurganlik ve 
niifus am? oranlaniun azaltilmasinda da buytik yol 

katetmi$tir. Bunun yamsira, Tiirkiye ozel sektdr ve 
hiikiimet di§i kurumlar arastnda faydali ve kahci bir 

i§birligi de olu$tumm$tur. Ancak, halen daha gerek

Post-partum and post­
abortion family planning 

services expanded and or 
established in the public and 

private sectors.

Family planning services 
directed to under-served 

groups.

High quality services and 
information concerning 
modern contraceptive 

methods readily available in 
both the public and private 

sectors

I
i:

What the
G e / e c cT k t e

Turk Hiikiimeti ve gerekse USAID tarafindan 

geli§tirilmesi ve surduriilmesi ipin ugra§ vermeye 

deger konu ve zorluklar mevcuttur;

 

B e k I e n e

urkey’s population growth rate and total 
fertility rate have declined and the Turkish 
health sector has substantially improved the 

quality- and breadth of its contraceptive and 
reproductive health service delivery. Additionally, 
Turkey has incorporated the private commercial 
sector and non-governmental sector in useful, 
sustainable ways. Still, there are issues and 

challenges that are worthy of continued and improved 

efforts on the parts of the GOT and USAID. USAID 

hopes to see the following outcomes from the current 
five-year assistance program (see following table):
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bu sonu?lara ula$abilmek i^in.

surekli ve yogun 

ve Turkiye’nin, 
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Achieving the anticipated outcomes from the current 
program of assistance will go a long way toward 
improving the lives of Turkish families and 

individuals. But achievement of these outcomes 

requires continued and expanded commitment on the 

parts of the GOT and the Turkish commercial sector. 
USAID will continue to provide 

available resources to Turkey. The
USAID and Turkey joint approach to 

solving population and family 
planning challenges is one from 
which other countries can learn as 
they attempt to reach their own goals.
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Abortion Surveillance: Preliminary Data — United States, 1993
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*Live births per 1000 women aged 15-44 years.
tNumberof legal induced abortions per 1000 live births.
§Numberof legal induced abortions per 1000 women aged 15-44 years.

o'

For 1993, CDC received data about legal induced abortions from 52 reporting areas 
(the 50 states. New York City, and the District of Columbia). This report presents pre­
liminary data for 1993.

In 1993, a total of 1,330,414 legal induced abortions were reported to CDC (Table 1), 
a decrease of 2.1% from the number reported for 1992 (7), and the number of live 
births decreased by 1.6% (2). The number of reported abortions declined in 39 of 
52 reporting areas. The national abortion ratio (number of legal abortions per 1000 
live births) decreased from 335 in 1992 to 334 in 1993 (Figure 1). The national abortion 
rate was 23 legal abortions per 1000 women aged 15-44 years, unchanged from 1992. 
Consistent with previous years, approximately 92% of women who had a legal abor­
tion were residents of the state in which the procedure was performed.

Women who obtained legal abortions in 1993 were predominately aged <25 years, 
white, and unmarried. In 1993, 20% of women who obtained a legal abortion were 
adolescents (aged <19 years), unchanged from 1992. Curettage (suction and sharp) 
remained the primary abortion procedure (99% of all procedures). As in previous 
years, approximately 52% of legal abortions were performed during the first 8 weeks 
of gestation and approximately 89% were performed during the first 12 weeks of preg­
nancy.
Reported by: Statistics and Computer Resources Br, Div of Reproductive Health, National Center 
for Chronic Disease Prevention and Health Promotion, CDC.

Editorial Note: Since 1980, the annual number of legal induced abortions reported in 
the United States has remained stable, varying each year by <5% (Table 1). However,

FIGURE 1. Fertility rate* and abortion ratio1 and rate5, by year — United States, 
1972-1993

O '----------------------------- ! I ----------------------------------------1-^-------------------

1972 1974 1976 1978 1980 1982 1984 1986 1988 1990 1992

Year
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Percentage distribution^
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Residence
In-state
Out-of-state

Age (yrs)
<19

20-24
>25

Race
White
Black
Other**

Ethnicity
Hispanic
Non-Hispanic

Marital status
Married
Unmarried

No. live births™
0
1
2
3

>4
Type of procedure

Curettage
Suction
Sharp

Intrauterine instillation
Otherss

92.6
7.4

TABLE 1. Reported number of legal induced abortions, abortion ratios,* abortion rates,1 and characteristics of women who
obtained legal induced abortions, by year — United States, selected years, 1972-1993

Characteristic

Reported no. legal
induced abortions

Abortion ratios
Abortion rates

1,388,937 1,359,145 1,330,414
334
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3.9
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6.6
4.5
1.1

25.3
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6.4
4.0
1.0

25.1
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6.1
3.9 
1.1
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4.5
5.1
0.9
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6.0
4.2
1.5

52.1
u.m
15.4111
21.91111
24.2
12.0

Weeks' gestation
<8

<6
7
8

9-10
11-12
13-15
16-20

>21

*Per 1000 live births.
1 Per 1000 women aged 15-44 years.
5 Preliminary data.
HExcludes unknown values. The number of areas reporting a given characteristic varied. For 1993, the number of areas reporting 

residence was 40; age, 43; race, 35; ethnicity, 23; marital status, 37; number of live births, 39; type of procedure, 40; and weeks' 
gestation, 39.

**Reported as "other race."
ttFor 1972-1976, data indicate number of living children.
55 Includes hysterotomy and hysterectomy.
HI1 Data are for 36 reporting areas only.

***Data are for 37 reporting areas only.

52.2
14.3***
16.1***
20.9***
24.6
11.8
6.1
4.0
1.3
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since 1990 (the year in which the number was highest), the number of reported abor­
tions has decreased each year. From 1972 through 1980, the national abortion rate 
increased each year; since 1980, the rate has remained stable, fluctuating between 
23 and 24 (Figure 1).

In 1993, the national ratio of abortions to live births (334 abortions per 1000 live 
births) was lower than for any year since 1977 (325 abortions per 1000 live births), 
indicating that a smaller proportion of pregnancies ended in an abortion (3). Factors 
that could have contributed to this recent change include reduced access to abortion 
services, changes in contraceptive practices, attitudinal changes concerning the deci­
sion to have an abortion orto carry a pregnancy to term, and a possible decline in the 
number of unintended pregnancies (4-6).

The number of live births and the national fertility rate (number of live births per 
1000 women of reproductive age [i.e., aged 15-44 years]) peaked in 1990 (Figure 1). 
Subsequent declines in the annual number of abortions and live births indicate de­
creases in the numbers of pregnancies each year in the United States. Although the 
actual number of women of reproductive age has increased by 11% since 1980, the 
age distribution in this population has shifted and a higher proportion of women are 
now in later reproductive years (aged 35-44 years); among these women, fertility is 
lower when compared with younger women (2). For example, in 1980, approximately 
58% of women of reproductive age were aged <30 years (the age with highest fertil­
ity), compared with 47% in 1992 (Unpublished data, Bureau of the Census). In addi­
tion, in 1980, women aged 35-44 years accounted for 25% of reproductive-aged 
women, compared with 34% in 1992.

Many states emphasize the prevention of unintended pregnancy, particularly 
among teenagers. During 1993, the total number of legal induced abortions was avail­
able for all 52 reporting areas; however, approximately 26% of abortions were re­
ported from states without centralized reporting, and these states could not provide 
information about the characteristics of women obtaining abortions. To assist efforts 
to prevent unintended pregnancy, an accurate assessment of abortion (including the 
number and characteristics of women obtaining legal abortions in all states) is needed 
on an ongoing basis.

Additional statistical and epidemiologic information on legal induced abortions is 
available from CDC's automated Reproductive Health Information line at (404) 330- 
1230, which provides information by fax, by voice recordings, or through the mail.
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Istanbul, Turkey: Ciragan Palace Reception and Speech

Context of the Event

Mr.

Talking Points

o

o

o

region and the Central Asian republics. 
DEIK is Mr. Mustafa Koc.
leading business families.

Do you believe that opportunities are growing for American 
business ventures and more foreign investment here in 
Turkey?

Americans know something about Turkey but need to learn 
more; tourism to Turkey is growing and helps to foster a 
better understanding of Turkish history and culture.

You have been invited to a reception for leading Turkish and 
American business, cultural and media leaders at the Ciragan 
Palace. Following the half hour informal gathering, you will 
make a speech and answer questions from an audience of 250 
guests.

The Ciragan Hotel is a 19th century Ottoman palace that was 
used briefly as the Imperial Parliament. It burned in 1911 and 
was reconstructed in the late 1980s as a hotel and conference 
center. The reception and speech here are being made possible by 
Foreign Economic Relations Board (DEIK) and its U.S.-Turkish 
Business Council. DEIK is a non-profit, non-governmental 
organization that conducts research and establishes bilateral 
business links to promote investment in Turkey, the Black Sea

The current chairman of
Koc comes from one of the country's

Do most Turks want to see their country enter the European 
Community as a full member?



NGO MeetingIstanbul, Turkey:

Context of the Event

o

o

What is the focus of your foundation's work?o

o

o

o

Will your foundation participate in the Habitat II U.N. 
conference here in Istanbul in June?

I am interested in learning about how NGO's function in 

Turkey.

Talking Points

Non-governmental organizations play an important role in 
both our countries.

What is the greatest challenge facing Turkish NGOs?

Do you think that there are ways American and Turkish NGOs 
can work together to promote common goals?

You will participate in a meeting with the leadership of 40 
of the country's non-governmental organizations. The NGO 
movement in Turkey traces its roots to the Islamic and later 
Ottoman tradition of founding charitable institutions to provide 
education and medical services. These organizations called VAKIF 
in Turkish are very active throughout Turkey. Today, there are 
more than two thousand foundations that focus on topics ranging 
from human fights and environmental issues to art and women's 
studies. For instance, the Koc family is a major contributor to 
the American hospital, a private university, and a family 
planning foundation; the Savanci family has foundations for 
school teachers, policemen, children and the blind; and the 
Eczacibasi family supports an internationally recognized cultural 
and arts foundation.
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Istanbul, Turkey: Sailing Trip from 
Ciragan Palace on Bosporus

I understand that many famous people have sailed aboard the 
Halas and that it normally cruises on the Turkish coast in 
good weather.

I am very grateful to you for the invitation aboard this 
remarkable boat; it is a great help to avoid the traffic 
during rush hour in Istanbul and a wonderful chance to see 
the Bosporus at sundown.

I was very kind of you to offer to let me hold the meeting 
with NGO representatives aboard but I thought the beautiful 
scenery might thoroughly distract us from our meeting.

We had considered holding the meeting aboard the Halas, 
perhaps at anchor, and Mrs. Simavi invited the entire group to 
stay aboard for dinner, where up to 60 people can be 
accommodated. She has acted as hostess to other groups of 
visitors in the past, including Congressman Gephardt and his 
party in late 1993. She plans to be aboard to greet you.

Thank you very much for offering us the opportunity to stay 
for dinner as well.

Following the reception and speech sponsored by the Foreign 
Economic Relations Board (DEIK) at the Ciragan Palace, you have 
been invited for an early evening cruise on the converted 
Scottish ferryboat that belongs to the Simavi family, owners of 
the Turkish newspaper Hurriyet. Mrs. Cigdem Simavi is the 
mother of Mustafa Koc, the chairman of the U.S.-Turkish Business 
Council of DEIK, which hosted the reception and speech. She has 
invited you and your group to use the boat to reach either the 
Savanci Cultural center or the Istanbul University Faculty Club, 
where a meeting with representatives of Non-governmental
Organizations (NGOs) is scheduled.
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Context of the Event

Talking Points

o

o
in which a Turkish

o

o

Thank you for arranging this lovely excursion on th 
Bosporus; because this visit was so brief and traffic in 
Istanbul so heavy, it was very difficult for me to come to 
your home, which I am told has a magnificent view as well.

The former Prime Minister (and now Prime Minister- 
designate) , Tansu Ciller, has invited the First Lady to join her 
for tea at 3:00 p.m. aboard the yacht of the Swissotel chain in 
Istanbul. The boat will land at 4:00 p.m. to allow travel by 
motorcade to the Yildiz Palace, site of the interfaith meeting.

Istanbul, Turkey: Tea with Mrs. Ciller 
Aboard the Swissotel Yacht Sesta

You made a major contribution to bringing peace in the 
Balkans during your term as Prime Minister, when the
Turkish unit joined the peacekeeping forces and the Turkish 
airplanes participated in NATO air operations.

Mrs. Ciller had wanted to invite you to her seaside villa 
on the Bosporus, but lengthy travel time made this option more 
convenient. A graduate of American universities with a 
doctorate in economics, Mrs. Ciller became Minister of Economy 
in the government of Prime Minister Demirel in 1991 and 
succeeded him two years later when he became President on the 
death of Turgat Ozal. She met with President Clinton in the 
Oval Office in April 1995. Her coalition government came apart 
in the fall of 1995, causing early elections to be held just 
before Christmas. Inconclusive results led to lengthy delays in 
forming a new coalition government. Early this month, she 
reached agreement with the now Prime Minister, Mesut Yilmaz, to 
take turns in office; her two-year term commences in 1997.

I visited Bosnia earlier in this trip, and was impressed by 
the great contributions made by IFOR, in which a Turkish 
unit is playing an important role.

You are well remembered there for your courageous visit to 
Sarajevo, together with Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto, in 
the midst of hostilities.
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Tour of the Sultan Ahmet CamiiIstanbul, Turkey:

Context for the Event

Talking Points

How many visitors are there to Sultan Ahmet Camii each year?o

o

o Has the Sultan Ahmet Camii and the area around it always 
been so active socially?

How long did it take to build, and how is the architecture 
significant?

The Sultan Ahmet Mosque (Camii), also known as "The Blue 
Mosque", is one of the most prominent landmarks of the old city 
of Istanbul. Distinguished by its overlapping dome architecture, 
six minarets and extraordinarily beautiful tile interior, Sultan 
Ahmet is thought by many to be the most magnificent of the 
imperial mosques. The architect Mehmet Aga was directed by 
Sultan Ahmet I to build the mosque named after himself and it was 
completed in 1616. For the next 250 years most of the reigning 
sultans performed their Friday noon prayers there.

As beautiful outside as in, the Sultan Ahmet mosque is 
preceded by a courtyard as large in area as the mosque itself. 
The dramatic columns which support the central dome inside the 
mosque continue naturally to the outside as tall octagonal 
turrets capped with domes. This creates a harmonious cascade of 
semidomes, turrets and smaller domes giving Sultan Ahmet its 
unique symmetrical appearance.

While the main entrance to the mosque is at the east end of 
the courtyard, visitors are asked to enter through the north door 
so as not disturb the faithful at their prayers. The interior is 
flooded with the light of 260 windows, once filled with Turkish 
stained glass. In the domes are arabesques restored to an overly 
bright blue color from which the mosque derives its popular name. 
What is significant about the interior decoration is the tiles on 
the lower parts of the walls and especially in the galleries. 
These are Iznik tiles of the best period, featuring exquisite 
colors in magnificent floral and tree designs. Of equal 
excellence is the bronzework of the courtyard doors and the 
inlaid window shutters of the mosque.
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Tour of AyasofyaIstanbul, Turkey:

Context for the Event

Talking Points

What are some of the legends surrounding Haghia Sophia?o

What are some of the changes made during Ottoman timeso

o

It remained closed 
The restoration of

Is it true that this is the oldest remaining church in the 
Christian world?

Sultan Mehmet II entered Haghia Sophia on the same day and 
ordered it converted to a mosque. It was considered one of the 
principal imperial mosques of the city and as such, met with 
various structural additions and changes to the decor, such as 
whitewashing of the figurative mosaics. In April 1932, 
coinciding with the founding of the Republic of Turkey, Haghia 
Sophia was closed while the Byzantine Institute began the massive 
task of uncovering and restoring the mosaics, 
until 1934 when it was reopened as a museum, 
the mosaics continued for another 30 years.

Haghia Sophia (St. Sophia or in Turkish "Ayasofya") is a 
monument to the golden age of the Byzantine Empire. The present 
structure is actually the third church of that name to stand upon 
the site. The first, built in the year 360, was destroyed by 
fire. Subsequent constructions and reconstructions were due in 
major part to earthquakes, conquests and time. The last 
Christian ceremonies were held on May 28, 1453, the day before 
Constantinople finally fell to the Ottoman Turks.
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Istanbul, Turkey: Tour of Topkapi Saray

Context of the Event

Talking Points

How many people lived in the palace at one time?o

o

o

Are the items on display the extent of the Ottoman 
artifacts?

Topkapi Saray was the principal imperial residence for four 
centuries, until Sultan Abdul Mecit I moved to the new palace of 
Dolmanbahce. In 1924, it was officially converted into, a museum 
and has since undergone continuous restoration.

Topkapi Saray (or palace) was the imperial residence of the 
Ottoman Sultans for more than four centuries. It was the most 
extensive and fascinating example of Turkish civil architecture 
and houses extraordinary collections of porcelains, jewelry, 
precious objects and historical artifacts which once belonged to 
the Sultans.

How was the life of the Palace affected with the change of 
Sultans?

The palace is located on a hill which had been the 
acropolis of ancient Byzantium. Sultan Ahmet II began the 
construction of the new palace in 1459 after the capture of 
Constantinople in 1453. It was an enormous complex built in 
stages over a period of three hundred years, with fires and time 
taking its toll and leaving us today with only the inner 
courtyards and the buildings and parks which surround them.

You enter the palace through the middle gate which was the 
entry way to the Inner Palace. Only the authorized could enter 
through here and only by foot. This brings you to the head of 
five paths radiating out of the main buildings of the complex. 
Today, these house the various collections of the museum. These 
include the Clock, Arms and Armor, Porcelain, Imperial Costume, 
Jewelry, Miniature and Historical Artifacts collections. Of 
particular interest are items belonging to the prophet Mohammed 
and the personal artifacts of the sultans located in the Throne 
Room.

Most visitors are fascinated by the Harem sections which 
have recently been restored and opened to the public. They 
consist of a labyrinth of courtyards, rooms, passages, 
staircases and gardens. While there are some 300 chambers in 
the complex, only the more important and impressive of these 
have been restored thus far.




