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GLOBALIZATION

OUTCOME DOCUMENT

29. Globalization has presented new challenges for the fulfillment of the
commitments made and the realization of the goals of the Beijing Conference. The
globalization process has in some countries, resulted in policy shifts in favor of more
open trade and financial flows, privatization of state-owned enterprises and in many cases
lower public spending particularly on social services. This change has transformed
patterns of production and accelerated technological advances in information and
communication and affected the lives of women, both as workers and consumers. In a
large number of countries, particularly in developing and least developed countries, these
changes have also adversely impacted on the lives of women and have increased
inequality. The gender impact of these changes has not been systematically evaluated.
Globalization also has cultural, political, and social impacts affecting cultural values,
lifestyles and forms of communication as well as implications for the achievement of
sustainable development. Benefits of the growing global economy have been unevenly
distributed leading to wider economic disparities, the feminization of poverty, increased
gender inequality, including through often deteriorating work conditions and unsafe
working environments especially in the informal economy and rural areas. While
globalization has brought greater economic opportunities and autonomy to some women,
many others have been marginalized, due to deepening inequalities among and within
countries, by depriving them from the benefits of this process. Although in many
countries the level of participation of women in the labor force has risen, in other cases,
the application of certain economic policies have had a negative impact such that
increases in women’s employment often have not been matched by improvements in
wages, promotions and working conditions. In many cases, women continue to be
employed in low paid, part-time, and contract jobs marked by insecurity and by safety
and health hazards. In many countries women, especially new entrants into the labor
market, continue to be among the first to lose jobs and the last to be rehired.

30 ter. There is greater acceptance that the increasing debt burden faced by most
indebted developing countries is unsustainable and constitutes one of the principle
obstacles to achieving progress in pcople-centered sustainable development and poverty
eradication. For many developing countries, as well as countries with economies in
transition, excessive debt servicing has severely constrained their capacity to promote
social development and provide basic scrvices and has affected full implementation of the
Platform for Action.

135(i) former 125 C. Identify and implement development-oriented and durable
solutions which integrate a gender perspective to external debt and debt-servicing
problems of developing countries, including least-developed countries, inter alia, through
debt relief, including the option of ODA debt cancellation, in order to help them to
finance programmes and projects targeted at development, including the advancement of
women,;
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BETTY KING’S COMMENTS

“The United States understands that, as with the Beijing Declaration and Platform
for Action, any commitments referred to in the Outcome Document for further actions
and initiatives to implement the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action attributed to
States are (unless such States indicate to the contrary) not legally binding, and they
consist of recommendations concerning how States can and should promote the
objectives of the Conference. Therefore, these references to commitments constitute a
general commitment to undertake meaningful implementation of the recommendations
overall, rather than a specific commitment to implement each element thereof. ...”

“The United States must request that the record of today’s proceedings reflect that
the U.S. dissociates itself from the paragraphs in the Outcome Document currently
number 29, 30 ter, and 135I, dealing with globalization and economic issues, and is
generally concermed about the language in the document that deals with these issues.
These paragraphs characterize globalization and debt as significant obstacles to achieving
gender equality. Itis our view that national governments bear the primary responsibility
for social and economic development, and for ensuring equality for women in all walks
of life. Most aspects of equality for women have no direct link to intemational economic
and financial issues.

SECRETARY OF STATE’S SPEECH

“Together, we must strive to see that the benefits of globalization are shared not
just by some people in some countries, but by all people in every country. As Hillary
Clinton said on Monday ‘when it comes to women, globalization should not mean
marginalization.’

“Accordingly, we must redouble our efforts to make education and training in 21"
Century skills more available so that poverty retreats and opportunity spreads around the
equator and from pole to pole.

“We must also learn more about the positive and negative impacts of
globalization and trade on the lives of women. Because we do not know as much as we
should and, unless we learn more, we will not be doing as much as we should to ensure
that trade works for all people.”

FIRST LADY’S SPEECH

“Trafficking by organized criminal networks is one of the most tragic byproducts
of the global marketplace. And it’s a stark reminder that globalization can bring
problems as well as promise.

“We know that in many places changes in technology and trade in the global
economy have already brought new markets, new jobs, new trading partners and new
ways of sharing information on everything from starting businesses to running for office,
from passing legislation to organizing protests.

“But when it comes to women, globalization should not mean marginalization.
“And we have to acknowledge that the benefits of globalization have clearly not reached
all people, including in my own country. Around the world, women make up 70 percent
of those living in absolute poverty. Too many children are still exploited and abused in








































































































































































































