
Washington, July 9, 1998

Dear Ms. Verveer,

With regards,

Ms. Melanne Verveer
Assistant to the President and 
Chief of Staff to the First Lady 
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Please find herewith a letter of invitation for the commemoration of 

the 50th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights from Mr. 

Jacques Chirac, President of the French Republic to Ms. Hillary Clinton, who 

asked me to forward it to her.

I would be grateful if you would be so kind as to convey this letter 

to the First Lady.

Francois Bujon de TEstang
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Dear Ms. Clinton, (added by hand) Dear Hillary,

...I...

France, which hosted the signing of the Universal Declaration on 

Human Rights, wishes to give the 50th anniversary of the founding document 

wide significance by bringing together individuals from all over the world who 

work to promote respect for human dignity.

The event will be celebrated by a general meeting at UNESCO on 

December 7 and 8 devoted to questions of human rights in the 21st century.

Other events will highlight these four days for which you will 

shortly be receiving a complete program.

I attach the highest importance to this commemoration which will 

recall the universal dimension of the principles set forth in 1948 and the 

continuing needfor action to foster human rights.

Then on the afternoon of December 10, we will celebrate the 

adoption of the Universal Declaration at the Palais de Chaillot where the 

document was actually signed.

The anniversary will coincide with the presence in Paris of 

representatives of nongovernmental organizations from all continents for a 

meeting to consider the protection of human rights defenders, during the estates 

general which will open on December 9.
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signed: Jacques Chirac

[complimentary close]

[added by hand] With my cordial and faithful friendship,

As a result of your exemplary action in the furtherance of peace 

and democracy, your presence will be the finest testimony to the influence of 

the Universal Declaration in the world today.

At the suggestion of Mr. Robert Badinter, president of the task force 

on the celebration of the 50th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights, I am pleased to invite you to Paris from December 7 through 

10, 1998.



LE PRESIDENT DE LA REPUBLIQUE

PARIS, le 18juin 1998

Madame, r-

!

Madame Hillary RHODAM CLINTON

I

I

La France, qui accueillit la signature de la Declaration 

universelle des droits de I'Homme, souhaite donner au cinquantieme 

anniversaire de ce texte fondateur une signification majeure en 

rassemblant des personnalites qui, dans le monde entier, agissent pour le 

respect de la dignite humaine.

Cet evenement sera marque par la tenue d'une grande reunion a 

1'UNESCO, les 7 et 8 decembre, qui sera consacree aux problemes des 

droits de THomme au XXIeme siecle.

J'attache la plus haute importance a cette commemoration, qui 

rappellera la portee universelle des principes de 1948, ainsi que 1'actualite 

toujours renouvelee de Taction a mener au service des droits de THomme.

I

I
♦

L'anniversaire coincidera avec la presence a Paris de 

representants d'organisations non gouvemementales venus de tous les 

continents, reunis pour reflechir a la protection des defenseurs des droits 

de THomme, au cours d'Etats generaux qui s'ouvriront le 9 decembre.
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Sur proposition de M. Robert BADINTER, President de la 

Mission pour la celebration du cinquantieme anniversaire de la 

Declaration universelie des droits de THomme, j’ai le plaisir de vous 

inviter a Paris du 7 au 10 decembre 1998.

D'autres manifestations ponctueront ces quatre jours pour 

’ fesquels un programme complet vous sera adresse tres prochainement.

Votre presence, au titre de Paction exemplaire que vous menez 

au service de la paix et de la democratic, constituera le meilleur 

temoignage du rayonnement de la Declaration universelie dans le monde 

d'aujourd'hui.

Enfin, 1'apres-midi du 10 decembre, nous celebrerons au Palais 

de Chaillot, sur les lieux memes de son avenement, 1’adoption de la 

Declaration universelle.

Je vous prie d'agreer, Madame, 1'expression de ma haute 

consideration,
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