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Appendix D
Selected Health Indicators
in Kazakhstan and Aral Sea Region
Reference: Health Sector Indicators Available through Government Institutions in the
Central Asian Region of the former Soviet Union. ZdravReform Program of USAID, Abt
Associates, January 1995
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Kzyl Orda, Kazakhstan
Total Population 606,200
Male 301,121
Female 305,079
Under 1 15,057
Under § 74,564
6-14 136,636
Women 15-49 160,670

Karakalpakstan, Uzbekistan
Total Population 1,397,600
Male 693,200
Female 704,400
Under 1 32,600
Under § 179,400
6-14 455,400
Women 15-49 332,600

Source: UNICEF 1995
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FULL TEXT OF ARTICLE:

1. [Radio address to be made by Russian President Boris Yeltsin at
0500 GMT on 24 October -- embargoed until 0500 GMT, 24 October]

2. [FBIS Translated Text] Dear Russians: Lately, I had to speak a
great deal about what has been widely aired: political problems, the
budget, about relaticns between the Duma and the government. One
cannot, unfortunately, avoid this. There are, hcwever, other
problems. Yes. they are not linked to a political routine but this
does not make them any less important. It is for this reason that
today I want to sreak about children, about our little fellow
citizens, about whom we say almost as a matter of habit that
children are our future.

3. What does a child need in order to feel happy? On the whole, not
a great deal: mother in a good mood, interesting toys and books with
colorful pictures. It is nice to see strong, smiling, and happy
children, those who live in comfort surrounded by love and care. I
am, however, wverv worried about those children in whose eyes one

sees anxiety, fear, or even despair, those children who don’t have
books or toys, and whose parents don’'t take them to the sea-side.
There are, unfortunately, many such children. Far too many.

4. The state today is increasingly renouncing the role of a pettyv
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guaxdian over the people, the constant and importunate interference
in their private lives. This is understandable. 1In creating a free
economy, we consciously departed from the rigid regimentation and
regulation of all aspects of life, and failed to notice how the
state was increasingly becoming indifferent to the fate of its
children. It is impossible to go back to the time when children
were led by pioneer and Komsomol leaders. In tackling pressing
economic and political tasks, we are all the time, as it were,
setting aside children’s issues for later, until better times, as it
were. No one, however, has relieved us from caring for the weak and
the defenseless, no one has relieved the authorities from
responsibility for social duties. Of course, it is posesible to say
that we don’t have sufficient resources for everything -- wages for
the state employees, inwvestment in industry and agriculture, and
military reform. When it concerns thousands upon thousands of
children, however, such explanations cannot be either understood or
accepted. How could we termit it that today there is a whole ammy
of homeless children in the country, those who are not with their
parents at home during the night but in kasements, hatches, and in
attics? Poverty, absence of parents, or cruelty force children out
of their homes and force them to wander around the country. It is
difficult to calculate how many bomeless children there are in
Russia but it is known that they numtex hundreds of thousands.

S. Another terrible thing has caught up with us -- drug addiction
among teenagers, and we have not had time to even prepare for this.
The result of all this is an increase in child crime. Teenagers .
commit 200,000 acts of crime every year.

6. It canmot continue like thie, we urgently need to change the
situation. This has to start from the state. Today., children’eg
issues are in one way or another being dealt with by more than ten
different agencies, government and parliamentary commissione, and
other bodies. They are all in some sort of way involved in the
implementation of many programs for children and teenagers.

7. But at the same time, there is not a gingle structure which
someone can ask about the end result. Officials put the blame on
each other, but things move forward unforgivably slowly. What is
harpening is that too manyv cooks are spoiling the broth, and that
has to be stopped. I would like to warnm you -- anything to do with
childxen is the President’s priority and I will galvanize into
action those whose job it is to be responsible for the health,
gafety, education, and decent life of the younger generation of
citizens of Russia. A lot depends, of course, on the legal base.
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In 1992, Russia signed the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child.
but the Duma is only now planning to examine the draft law on the
basics of state policy on the rights of the child. The same applies
to the law on measures to prevent neglect and lawbreaking by minors.
This work must in no way be delayed.

8. Other normative documents must also be put in order, and the
system of benefit payments to those with children must be sorted
out. For some, these benefits are a substantial addition to the
family budget. But today an identical sum is paid out £for each
child irrespective of the incomes of the parents. Benefits are paid
out for my grandchildren, although they would be more useful for
some other less well-off child. That is obvious. 1In welfare
policy, aid should not be abstract, divided equally among the
population, but strictly targeted. Wealthy people will be able to
feed their children without state support. At the same time,
benefits Zoxr those in need should be increased and paid out on time

without delays.

9. The health of our children is very worrying, too. We know that
many serious 1llnesses can only be cured at an early age. Later on,
it is too late. At this point I would like to warn the Health
Minister to deal firmly with evexy case of refusal to give emergency
help to sick children, and punish without mercy those who are
effectively ruining the fate of our little citizens.

10. Russian people have always been responsiwve to the pain and
suffering of children, and they have helped in unison. Why is it
that tocday we have become so callous, as if we don’t even notice
those who need our care and sympathy? Meanwhile, there are people
in Russia who are now providing real help to childxen’s homes,
clinics, and to disabled children. They are paying for expensive
operations and supporting talented children from poor families. We
don’t even know most of them., in fact they don‘t show off
especially. I would like to take this opportunity as the president
to thank them with all my heart.

11. Dear fellow citizens, we have plenty of people to lobby the
interests of financial corporationeg, industrialists, and agrarians,
bBut the interests of children are clearly not defended enough todayv.
I could publish a decree, punish the minister, or replace a etate
official, I could demand the immediate allocation of funds to buy
something, provide equipment or build something by a certain date.
But solving problems does not end with that. Even the president,
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' however much power he has, cannot force anvone to care for, respect,
help, or look afrer, let alome love children. If our kids can feel
warm, comfortable, and cafe then everyone else will feel good. And
then we will be able tc look to the future calmly and confidently.

! 12. Thank you Zor vour attention.

) 13. THIS REPORT MAY CONTAIN COPYRIGHTED MATERIAL. COPYING AND
DISSEMINATION IS PRO¥IBITEZD WITHOUT PERMISSION OF THE COPYRIGHT
OWNERS.
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Counterpart Consortium

Jay Coaper, Director Kprgyzstan
Bishkek, Kvrgyz Republic

107 Kievskaya St., 5™ floor

Tel:(3312) 22-38.13, 22-76-16 Fax: 21-16.97
E-mail: jayc@counterpart.org.kg

ClL
The following grants for NGOs in Kyrgyzstan were approved on Oct §, 1997
and will be implemented over the next year:

o NGO "Maksat" for S2100 for ecological protection and environmental
education for youth ' s
e "Sanitas" for $14, 860 ta conduct preventive measures concerning substance
‘ abuse and smoking by creation of a resource center and other support
activities
o Ak-1lbirs for $3,100 to provide recreation opportunities for the disabled in
Kara-Balta

Approved on November 6, 1997 and to be implemented over the next year:

"ESMIK" for $4,250 for the development of radio and TV programs about

NGOs
o "Tree of Life" for $6000 for thc development of a sexual education program

for youth

¢ Job Training for disabled youth for $3,250 for support/awareness for both
parents of and disabled youth

s "Umut" Job Scekers for $4,350 for education and training of refugees
including job placement

» Chuv! Valley Housing Association for $6,000 for public campaign and
seminars on the development of condominium associations




