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atomic bomb. Her name wag Bess Truman.

She believed lliat Wmen should be provided will- 
1. . . I. 1 . . i . . i f i ii

i

!

thing by labeling people will;
characteristic, t
who they really are emerges, but doesn’t

said she was

flvex-yonc of us can

only the wife of the President, protected 

to

official task force, testified before 

ler saw 
her Mental Health Systems Act become law. Congress finally passed Ellen Wilson’s 
Alley Dwelling Act--but oidy on tlic day she died. Sarah Polk, sought out for her own 
views by Housc'and Senate leaders kept her office in the President’s executive suite. 

Earning the highest level of education for a First I-ady al that time, Lucy Hayes was 
hailed as a symbol of the new woman.

She believed lb.^t women should be provided with as thorough an education as men— 
were discriminated against by slate and federal law—and would eventually organize to 
demand equality. More partisan than her husband, the other political parly parodied 
her as Mrs. President. That was 197 years ago. Il was Abigail Adams.

She was appointed by the president to head an <
Congress—and ^t took tluce long years of constant battles—but Rosalynn Carl

She refused to talk to the press, r . 
her only cliild, their daughter, from rui>iic exposure^ And advised liim to drop llr 

atomic bomb. Her name was Bess Truman.

She always used her maiden name, refused to wear a wedding ring, worked full-time, 
managed the family's investments and declared dial a Jay woidd come in America when 
husbands and wives would both work-and there woidd he no shame in a wife being the 
breadwinner. Who? Florence Kling Harding.

*

lOTRODUCTION OF MRS. CLINTON

All of winch proves one thing: intelligent and active First Ladies—bcsidcs Eleanor 
Roosevelt—are part of as rich and ancient an Aancrican tradition as jidy 4lh. .The 
current First lAJy is not Eleanor Roosevelt incarnate or Abigail Adams or anyone 
else. She is—like all heforc--a distinct individual. She is Hillary Rodham Clinton.

Today it is swifter and slicker to sell something by labeling people will; one 

ten forever typecast them in that caricature, if some other facet of 
; conform to that cliche, it is usually ignored, 

he categorized by labels-race, religion, gender, income, education,

She made no apologies for advising her President on Cabinet appointments and 
dismissals. And^when scandal llweatoned to engulf the Presidency, she worked hcliind- 

thc-Bccncs to gd public will; everything-and move on. Remember Nancy Reagan?
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Hill.uy Cliut(.'>1� h,u many ln�c.:ls: "!-,1iJwcsfocn, boc11 �ftcr W.o'cld War II, 
.
. c01ll:�c- .

·

cJucatcd, ln1d,lionnl �1clhodist, "Q,-ile o.nd mother, l.tW)'<..'r, ruhlic inl<:ccst oJvocalc, 
hosl<.·�s nnd coo�ic-1'Jktir, only dnnghlcr, eldest duld, hl< 1ndc." And it t,,kcs lt•:;s cfftld 
to rcJuce J1cr,'.tu1comr�c.1tcd, by one oc nnolhcr lJicl--hul never all of them ol tl1c 
sc1u1e lime. In juost c,�c,, lhc cxp1oil,1tion of her as a symbol--hy syncophnnls l\nd 
hatcnwn�crs nlikc--nol only distorls but oblitcralcs �•ho she is ns a full pcrsl,n. 

I 
Wlule she's f<)llt)W<.'J precedents set by her rn:Jc(:CSS<\fS, then? tnJy h.,s never before 
hecn a President's Spouse with l'-lrs. Clinton's hack�ww1d ond <.•xpcricn�c,. 

l ' 
Slic i.s Lhc {iNl 6f Fu'3t Ll\dics born in that new �cncc,1ti<l11who Jid not know Franklin 
Roosevelt ns I,ccsiJcnL RcmcnJicr: Lhc �.ip bcLwccn her ,1nd youngest ti lwr 
rrcdcccss<,rs nt :the time of the Clinton lnnt1�lu-c1l--J.1cquclli1c Onnssis--�·as 17 yc,,rs. 

I 
• 

She w,,s h.,rn ui Illinois in 1947, di1ugl1tcr of a Cl'H1sccvc1live ReplJ-.lic,111 self-employed 
businc��mnn, r.1iscJ in I\ h<uuc where the nilnws R.t1l1sc ..... -clt nnd Kennedy \Vere nol 
hcbvcd--tlS 5}1e �el'c1lls ill t})ig month', Am.:?n'can Hcn'tog<!. Her f,,lhcr's inf1ucn1.·e on her 
was slron,, on� in hi�h .school in 1964, she was a GolJw.1ler Girl, supporting th!! 
consc:rvulivo pr_<.·sidenli,,J Ci\ndidnle -o.1ho rn.11 ago1inst LDJ. Althou,h 6hc did cl1.in�c · 

p(. 1lilic.1l p.,rli<.'f it ,v.15 the bc�i1111ing of her p0Lllicc1l a1..•livism. (SLIDG # 1)
. . 

I 

Rclicion alsv inpucn{:cd her. R,,i.scd to believe that her 6<�iui rcsonsibilay by nol only 
within her family cu-de but the br,cr f.1mily--hcr c,'>mmlu"lily--shc �-n, �uidcJ by her 
M'--•ll10Jist youth cl.'•'lmsclnr lo help Ll1e dis,,Jmnl,1gcd--fro111 uu1cr-�ily Cl1.ko,o chj}Jrcn 
or tliosc of Mqxi"•,111 mi�r,·ml w�>rkc�. fu p.ut of her youlh group s11c hc.ud Mc1rlin 
Luther King spe.1k. Ilis 1968 .::issJ�su1,\t.ion1 s.1iJ a friend of Hillary's "m0r<.: th.in 
anyl11ing, finu1d h<'C r1:solve lo do her ulmnsl lo sL.ip injHsli<.:c." (SJ.IDE # 2) 

She exccllt.:d nol only in schcx,l, bul w.1s «dive in sluJcnl �ovcrnmcnt, co!lling of Jbc 
nl n lime when yotu�g �·omen 'O,'C're encourngcd lo rursuc the wore nvuiluhlc dmiccs lo 
dwm. She gr.i�unlcd frum \\7cllslcy in 1968 ns v.1!<.,Ji<.·lion, delivering a speech wlti1:h 
L1ndcd her in f1/c m,1�,11/.i11c. At tbc ll�e nf 18 yc;\rs Pld, .Miss Rodl,am v-.;1, a pulilic 
figure in lwr own riblit. (SLIDE #3) 

. j 
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The first fir9t ti ndy to h,wc nf.so c,uncd n �rJd11al<.: dq:�rce, 6he altcndcd Y.1lc l.n�'
Sc:hnol, where s 1c met her fulHre lm.sb,,nd. Aller mi\rrying Bill �l;ntl,n nnd movi..ng 

.to Ark<ln�,,s s� bud1t bw a.t the slnlc muversity. A3 l1e ru.rsncd 4 ptllilknl career, 
. ., .. · ·.:1l1c nL'it\l11]y pbY.,J d1� lr:1Jili1Jl).,"ll mk of. p<.llili_c .. ·f� 'Jo(�[ o_.iq his �,,mr,,i�n., for _Allnrncy­

Gc�cral ond ln.lcf Gov.ccn�r,_ �at' pursltcd 'lier .rwfcssi<,11nl Cil,CCC-r � L,w. (S'.LiDE '1/:4) ..
As U1c Governor'& wile, fr<.>m 1979 to 1981 and tl1cn c,�ain !roni 1983 to 1993, slic 
nsswncd mullir}c fn3b--chil,r of the Educntion SlnndncJs Commillcc, n folmJer of 
the Ark,,11s,19 Ifomc lnslrul.!fion Progr.im fl,r Prcsclwol Y,,un�slc�, chnir of the 
ChilJrcn'.s Dcfc�lSC Fund, fLJl-Limc hostess in the lradilinn11l role of kLanso1s First 
Lady nnd--as of 1960, motlwr lo Chelsea Vidori�. (SI.IDE #5) 

J 
l fee y<.·nrs n.s f-i1f L.Jy of Arknns.is servt'd lwr well �-h<.:n sl1c been mo Firsi J...,Jy of the
Cnikd Stales i.r� 1993 n11d cllClsc lo continue ployin� t1 vi\ticty of pulllic rc.1lcs. Witl1i11
three ll.:ccks of the Innl�llral, President Clinton. asked her to head his l Icalth Cc1rc
Ti\sk For�c to J}.tft health <.�,,re rdorm in tl1e lri'lditi<1n of Rosnlynn C,ulcr, I.nJy BirJ
Jolms('ln ilnd Elc,11wr Ro<.1sevelt. The First I.Ady hccilnH.' a f.·uuiJiM si�l1� on Cilpilol
Hill. (SLIDE #,6) and wlulc i.ml>rovcment <.lf tl1c sitLU1Liou did n't immediately cmcr,c
fr�111 Congrc�sf I-Iill.uy Cli.nlon inaugnr.1lcd the �l !ull n,,tionnl Jinloguo on tbc
c<.1mrlcx rroblc1u in Amcricon hititory. And she c<.mliuucs-- Ji.ke Lou Hoover, Edith
Wil.scin, �1iuy (incoln, ()Ull.mg olhen--lo serve uJ an informnl sounJing bo.uJ lo h<•r
husl,.,nJ. (SIJQE #7) I !ill.,cy Clint<.m luu continued the public traditional role b1.•�un
by D<.11lcy Mndis:on.--from ch.ri!=-lt.:ning 6hip! to cullu.1g rihhons lo grcclin� �roup, in the
White I louse, l? tr,w<.JJhng v.-iU1 the President, lo pl1uuun� mcnuca, enlcclain111cn.t (lnd
�n �H'Cii\l events'. (SLIDE #8) And--l�o EJilb Roosevelt And Lucrclfa Gacfi<'1d--shc 
hns ficrdy gu.,�cd ti.tuc (l1r her tccna,e d.inghtcr in the While Housc--and sou�hl to 

pcotcct her [l'o1j1 the medic/, glnrc. (SLIDE #9) 
. 

Two of llic m,1ny labels lh,,t cnn �e applied to die First Lady ore i1lu,trall.-d it1 loni�l1l1s 
f.ihn clirs, The first shows lier opening Con�rc�sin11al lcsti1110uy on l\c.-nhh c.irc, the
second, her rr-c�, n.'U\,"lrks 011 rl.u\11ing the recent st.lie Jinncr for �clson M,,ndcl/\.
(FlJ...4l,,,1 CLIPS/

. 

Advocale, ,,Jvi;or, hostess, molhcr? She can he Jes1:rihcd hy any ]c1hcl to serve ,11'1y 
purpose. Pcrtdps the wdom of ht•r predecessor is hcsl remcu1hcrcd. Af tcr lcyin� lo 
define herself� a so�in.l 11,cral but fi�cc1l conscrvalive, B,1rb,,ra 13usb fu1ally JeL"!Mcd, 
11 L"lhcls ore t,r l1.lnpc.111.8., not fin pc1)plc." Pcr01it her lo speak for herself. Jl,in me in 
wel1..·nming firs1L T.ndy l Iil},1..ry Rndh:im Clinton.

. .... 
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January 26, 1993, Tuesday, ALL EDITIONS

SECTION: NEWS; Pg. 5

LENGTH: 885 words

BYLINE: By Susan Page. WASHINGTON BUREAU

DATELINE: Washington

BODY:

And he added, "I also figured, if I did that, you'd know I meant it."

"I want it done - now," Bill Clinton told reporters as the task force began its first 
meeting. He said Hillary Clinton was "better at organizing and leading people from a 
complex beginning to a certain end than anybody I've ever worked with in my life."

HEADLINE: Role for Hillary;
Clinton names wife to run task force on health care

While first lady Rosalynn Carter once chaired a presidential commission on mental 
health, Hillary Clinton's hands-on role - directing Cabinet members and senior White 
House staffers as they draft some of the most substantively difficult and politically 
sensitive legislation of the administration - seems unprecedented for the wife of a 
president.

Copyright 1993 Newsday, Inc.
Newsday

The president said the task force will work "day and night" out of a "war room" in 
the Old Executive Office Building to deliver on one of his fundamental campaign 
promises - to extend health insurance to all Americans and control spiraling health 
care costs.

Her appointment reflects some of the unexpected problems in keeping Clinton's 
promises on the issue. Clinton reportedly decided to put his wife in charge after the 
administration's transition team produced alarming calculations of the costs of 
implementing even a phased-in program to cover the 35 million Americans who lack 
medical insurance, and said savings probably wouldn't result until years down the 
road.

President Bill Clinton yesterday put his closest adviser in charge of what may well 
be his knottiest issue, naming first lady Hillary Rodham Clinton to head a White 
House task force that will draft a health-care plan to submit to Congress within 100 
days.



>

House documents she is referred to as Hillary Rodham Clinton - and yesterday was 
even wearing a black velvet headband.

"It signals that Clinton believes that this is an important issue and one that he does 
not intend to let drop," said Joshua M. Wiener, a senior fellow at the liberal 
Brookings Institution who studies health-care issues. "He's also put a structure in 
place with the relevant agency heads to get the work done."

Though she softened her image, submerged some of her outspokenness and 
shelved her trademark headbands when they became controversial during the 
campaign, since the election she has reclaimed her maiden name - in all White

Edmund F. Haislmaier, the senior policy analyst for health-care issues at the 
conservative Heritage Foundation, called her appointment "a pretty clear sign they 
haven't got their act together on this, and they need somebody that can hammer 
together some kind of conclusion."

The president also signed an executive order yesterday creating his long-promised 
National Economic Council, which will coordinate economic policy at the White

The appointment marked the emergence of Hillary Clinton as a full-fledged and 
publicly acknowledged policymaker in her husband's administration, with 
responsibilities well beyond the traditional East Wing role of promoting such 
uncontroversial good causes as advocating literacy and opposing drug abuse.

Both analysts questioned whether the task force included enough officials with a 
background in difficult health-care issues. "One hundred days is not a lot of time to 
get up to speed," Haislmaier said.

But he noted that Hillary Clinton's involvement could lead to complications. "If 
things don't go right, if the plan blows up, you can't very well fire your wife," he 
said.

Clinton said his wife wouldn't be paid - if she was, it might violate a federal law 
that forbids the president to appoint a relative to a job - but he said she would share 
"some of the heat I expect to generate." The members of the task force include Health 
and Human Services Secretary Donna Shalala, Treasury Secretary Lloyd Bentsen, 
Defense Secretary Les Aspin, Veterans Affairs Secretary Jesse Brown, Commerce 
Secretary Ron Brown, Labor Secretary Robert Reich and Budget Director Leon 
Panetta, as well as White House staffers Ira Magaziner, Carol Rascoe and Judy Feder.

With her in charge, the task force presumably won't lack clout or the president's 
ear. As governor of Arkansas, Clinton appointed his wife to head the task force that 
devised his ambitious and ultimately successful education reform plan.



A Special Role

First ladies who made historic contributions to their husbands' presidencies.

HEADLINE: Carter and Wife in Bill-Signing Ceremony

BYLINE: By MAUREEN SANTINI, Associated Press Writer

DATELINE: ANNANDALE, Va.

BODY:

"All during the spring campaign when Senator Kennedy and I were 
communicating through the media, quite often I would come in and find Rosalynn 
communicating with Sena: 407 words

Edith Wilson: Before they were married, the president had a telephone line installed 
directly from his study to her house. In 1919, after he suffered a stroke, many 
documents addressed to the president went to her.

Dolley Madison: In the War of 1812, as British warships neared and before heading 
out from the White House, she packed the original drafts of the Constitution and the 
Declaration of Independence.

House. Chaired by former New York investment banker Robert Rubin, the group is 
patterned on the National Security Council.

Eleanor Roosevelt: Franklin Roosevelt's first lady was routinely involved in matters of 
national concern. But her visibility and outspokenness brought controversy, especially 
when she spoke out in favor of civil rights. Rosalynn Carter: Often referred to as 
Jimmy Carter's alter ego, she consulted on policy and politics and attended cabinet 
meetings. Critics questioned whether someone who was not elected should wield 
such influence or power.

GRAPHIC: 1) AP Photo-The president and first lady at health-care task force 
meeting. 2) Reuter Color Cover Photo-Hillary Rodham Clinton (C edition). Photos-2) 
Dolley Madison. 3) Edith Wilson. 4) Eleanor Roosevelt. 5) Rosalynn Carter. Chart-A 
Special Role-See end of text

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH
to the Woodburn Community Center in

suburban Virginia to sign the bill, called the Mental Health Systems Act. Carter was 
joined by his former rival for the Democratic presidential nomination. Sen. Edward 
M. Kennedy, D-Mass., and several congressmen who helped push the bill through 
Congress.
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The Associated Press

October 7, 1980, Tuesday, AM cycle

SECTION: Washington Dateline

LENGTH: 407 words

HEADLINE: Carter and Wife in Bill-Signing Ceremony

BYLINE: By MAUREEN SANTINI, Associated Press Writer

DATELINE: ANNANDALE, Va.

BODY:

The materials in the AP file were compiled by The Associated Press. These materials 
may not be republished without the express written consent of The Associated Press.

The first lady, honorary leader of the President's Commission on Mental Health, 
who helped develop the bill and was its chief lobbyist, was given the pen that her 
husband used to sign the legislation into law.

President Carter signed legislation Tuesday to revise and improve mental health 
programs, but Rosalynn Carter got the credit.

"All during the spring campaign when Senator Kennedy and I were 
communicating through the media, quite often I would come in and find Rosalynn 
communicating with Senator Kennedy quite intimately," Carter said in an apparent 
reference to a series of telephone calls his wife and the senator exchanged in 
connection with the mental health legislation.

Mrs. Carter said the new law "represents a great victory for the vulnerable people 
in our society, those struggling with mental and emotional difficulties. This is 

Carter and his wife flew by helicopter to the Woodburn Community Center in 
suburban Virginia to sign the bill, called the Mental Health Systems Act. Carter was 
joined by his former rival for the Democratic presidential nomination. Sen. Edward 
M. Kennedy, D-Mass., and several congressmen who helped push the bill through 
Congress.

The president said the bill will "help those most in need, most underserved in the 
past," will give states a greater role, provide more flexibility for treatment than past 
laws have permitted, emphasize prevention of mental problems and protect patients' 
rights.



landmark legislation."

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH

Kennedy's sister, Eunice Shriver Kennedy, who has been active in such mental 
health programs as the Special Olympics, also attended.

The bill will improve mental health services for the poor, minorities and victims of 
chronic mental illness. It will provide $85 million the first year. It authorizes $796 
million through fiscal 1984.

It was designed to improve services for the 1.5 million chronically mentally ill, 
moving as many as possible from large institutions to smaller community-based 
facilities. It allow the Department of Health and Human Services to grant money for 
services to victims of rape, severely disturbed children, the chronically mentally ill 
and others.

Kennedy said the bill "represents new and important progress toward making care 
a right for all who need it." The Massachusetts senator, the president and Patricia 
Roberts Harris, secretary of the Department of Health and Human Services, all 
praised Mrs. Carter for her efforts.



The Associated Press

June 4, 1979, Monday, AM cycle

SECTION: Washington Dateline

LENGTH: 414 words

DATELINE: WASHINGTON

BODY:

President Carter's wife, who arrived in New Hampshire from a two-day trip to 
Georgia, said the proposed Mental Health Systems Act "provides the best framework 
for completing a comprehensive system of mental health care for all Americans."

Rosalynn Carter said Monday she intends to "use all my influence as first lady" to 
see that Congress passes new mental health legislation this year.

The legislation proposed by the administration two weeks ago used the report of 
the president's commission as its blueprint.

Earlier, in Cartersville, Ga., Mrs. Carter opened a sheltered workshop for the 
disabled and praised Bartow County for being part of "that significant and often 
silent network in our country of people who care."

The materials in the AP file were compiled by The Associated Press. These materials 
may not be republished without the express written consent of The Associated Press.

The president's bill, costing an estimated $99.1 million the first year, would stress 
improved and locally based community services for the nation's 1.5 million 
chronically mentally ill, closer integration of mental health and general health care 
services, and better care for the poor, minorities and those in rural areas.

In a prepared speech for the New Hampshire Mental Health Association at 
Manchester, at the start of a three-city tour of the key presidential primary state, Mrs. 
Carter urged her audience to give the bill's passage top priority in 1979.

At the mental health dinner in New Hampshire, she said the legislation 
concentrates "our limited resources on those who are so neglected -- children, 
adolescents, the elderly, racial and ethnic minorities, the chronically mentally ill."

Mrs. Carter was honorary chairwoman of the President's Commission on Mental 
Health, and has been a mental health advocate since her husband was governor of 
Georgia in the early 1970s.



LANGUAGE: ENGLISH

Mrs. Carter planned Tuesday to visit Laconia, N.H., to tour the Laconia State 
School Training Center for the disabled, and to attend a reception at the governor's 
mansion in Concord.

She added: "I assure you I intend to use all my influence as first lady to see that 
this legislation is adopted this year. But I need your help.

"The new legislation has been carefully drafted to eliminate rigid requirements and 
unnecessary detail," Mrs. Carter said. "We have already seen the problems that are 
produced when too many regulations are written into law."

"Despite myths to the contrary, people who are suffering from serious mental 
illness are not loud or violent or demanding. They will not clamor at the doors of 
Congress for more money or better services."
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grew up m nign social circles, m anc wao ***
society columns at age two. She attended private schools

Jacqueline
Kennedy

Lady Bird
Johnson

Her given name was Claudia Alta Taylor, but a nurse­
maid nicknamed her “Lady Bird” while she was still an 
infant. Her father was a successful farmer and merchant, 
but her mother, who suffered from health problems, died 
from a fall when Lady Bird was five. Thus, the young 
Texan was raised mostly by a maternal aunt. Lady Bird 
graduated from high school in Marshall County, Texas, at 
age fifteen, spent two years at St. Mary’s School for Girls in 
Dallas, and then attended the University of Texas, where 
she finished in the top ten of her class with degrees in 
liberal arts and journalism. She earned a teaching certifi­
cate as well. In 1934 she met Lyndon B. Johnson, then a 
secretary to a member of Congress, and married him after a 
courtship of only two months.

A skillful and frugal homemaker. Lady Bird handled 
all of the family’s financial and domestic matters. She also 
proved to be an astute businesswoman. In 1942 she bor­
rowed from her inheritance to purchase a nearly bankrupt 
Austin radio station. Under her supervision the station 
expanded into a multimillion-dollar broadcasting empire 
known as the Texas Broadcasting Corporation. Although 
the extent of her active management of the corporation 
varied over the years, she always maintained some involve­
ment in its operation.

Lady Bird had virtually no experience in politics, but

Lyndon B fohnson Library

Born: December 22, 1912; Karnack, Texas
Parents: Thomas and Minnie Pattillo Taylor
Spouse: Lyndon B. Johnson; November 17, 1934; San 

Antonio, Texas
Children: Lynda Bird (1944- ); Luci (originally Lucy) 

Baines (1947- )
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took with Jack, he was assassinated as she rode next to him 
through the streets of Dallas, Texas. En route to Washing­
ton later the same day she witnessed the swearing-in of 
Vice President Lyndon B. Johnson while still wearing a 
pink suit stained with her husband’s blood. And back in 
Washington, she largely planned her husband’s funeral.

After leaving the White House Jackie tried to maintain 
a more private life, despite constant pressure by inquisitive 
outsiders. In 1968 she married Aristotle Onassis, a wealthy 
Greek shipping tycoon, but his death in 1975 left her a 
widow for a second time. Her interest in the arts then led 
her to pursue a career in publishing, and she accepted a 
position as a senior editor for a major New York book 
company.
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Born: July 28, 1929; Southampton, New York 
Parents: John and Janet Lee Bouvier III
Spouses: John F. Kennedy; September 12, 1953; New­

port, Rhode Island
Aristotle Onassis; October 20, 1968; Skorpios, Greece 

Children: Caroline Bouvier (1957- ); John Fitzgerald,
Jr. (1960- ); Patrick Bouvier (1963)

One of the most glamorous of the first ladies, Jacque­
line (Jackie) Lee Bouvier Kennedy was the daughter of a 
New York stockbroker. Her parents divorced in 1940, how­
ever, and her mother later married the very wealthy Hugh 
Auchincloss. Intelligent and strikingly attractive, Jackie 
grew up in high social circles. In fact, she was noted in the 
society columns at age two. She attended private schools 
and then Vassar, the Sorbonne (Paris), and George Wash­
ington University, graduating in 1951 with a degree in art. 
She worked as a writer for a time on the Washington 
Times-Herald and had a daily column in the newspaper 
with her own by-line.

Jackie met Sen. John F. Kennedy (D-Mass.) at a din­
ner party in 1951 and, after an off-and-on romance, mar­
ried him two years later. She found being a political wife 
sometimes trying, for she had little interest in politics and 
had to learn to temper her wit for public consumption.

With her beauty, intelligence, and youth—she was 
thirty-one when Jack became president in 1961—Jackie 
cut a much higher profile as first lady than her immediate 
predecessors. She made the White House a center for pro­
moting culture and the arts, and she worked to obtain 
authentic antiques to furnish the mansion. As part of these 
efforts she led a televised tour of the White House in 
February 1962, which enhanced her popularity. Women 
throughout the country found her glamorous and began 
copying her fashions (particularly her fondness for pillbox 
hats) and hairstyle, much as they had done with Mamie 
Eisenhower. Unlike Mamie, however, Jackie refused to re­
main cheerfully subservient. Citing the needs of her small 
children, she stubbornly insisted on a restricted social 
schedule. Her independent streak also showed when she 
took vacations separately from the president.

Despite its fairy tale appearance, life was not always 
easy for Jackie. Childbirth proved traumatic: her first child 
was stillborn, the next two were difficult Caesarean births, 
and her last child, Patrick, died after only two days. More­
over. shadowing her marriage were the extramarital affairs 
of her husband, which were hushed up at the time. Finally, 
in 1963. on one of the infrequent political trips that she
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Born: March 16. 1912; Ely, Nevada
Parents: William and Katharine Bender Ryan
Spouse: Richard Nixon; June 21,1940; Riverside, Califor­
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Children: Patricia (1946- ); Julie (1948- )

she quickly became a capable political wife. She learned to 
entertain numerous guests on short notice and became 
adept at remembering names, faces, and places. She bor­
rowed from her inheritance to provide money for Lyndon's 
first race for Congress in 1937, and when he volunteered for 
active duty at the beginning of World War II, she even ran 
his congressional office by herself for a few months. She 
was so capable that, according to some observers, she could 
have won elected office herself, although she never showed 
any interest in doing so. During her time as the vice presi­
dent’s wife (1961-1963), she substituted for the first lady at 
several formal events when Jacqueline Kennedy, who zeal­
ously guarded her time, refused to appear.

Lady Bird became first lady when President John F. 
Kennedy was assassinated in 1963. When her husband 
sought election to the presidency in 1964, he faced serious 
opposition in the South because of his support for civil 
rights legislation. Thus, Lady Bird campaigned there for 
him. She made forty-seven speeches and gained votes from 
people who would have refused to listen to the president 
himself. With Lyndon elected, she turned her attention to 
her national “beautification” project, which she saw as 
symbolic for improving the quality of life in both urban 
and rural areas. She and her staff rallied public and private 
support for her program. Lady Bird also traveled 200,000 
miles to make speeches in its behalf and personally lobbied 
Congress for passage of the Highway Beautification Act of 
1965. She took an interest in education policy as well. In 
all, despite her attempt to avoid controversial policy issues 
such as the Vietnam War, she was the most active first lady 
since Eleanor Roosevelt. She also was an excellent man­
ager. Observers have claimed that she ran her wing of the 
White House much better than the president ran his.

President Johnson’s decision not to run for reelection 
in 1968—which was as much of a surprise to Lady Bird as 
everyone else—led to their retirement to their Texas ranch. 
After Lyndon’s death in 1973 Lady Bird largely withdrew 
from public life. She continued to manage her business 
interests successfully and pursue her interests in natural 
resources, including publishing the book Wildflowers 
Across America in 1988.

Thelma Catherine Ryan Nixon was the daughter of an 
Irish miner, who nicknamed her “Pat” because her birth­
day was so close to St. Patrick’s Day. Her father took up 
farming in Artesia, California, when she was two. In 1925 
her mother died, leaving Pat to take care of the house. 
When her father died four years later after a lengthy ill­
ness. she went to New York to work. In 1932 Pat returned 
to California and entered the University of Southern Cali­
fornia. After graduating cum laude she took a teaching job 
in Whittier and there met Richard Nixon at a local theater 
production in which both were playing. He proposed to her 
on the night of their first meeting. Startled. Pat at first 
refused, but she eventually changed her mind and they 
married two years later.

Richard became successful as a small-town lawyer, but 
he sought more and entered politics after World War II. 
For Pat, the decision proved to be a trying one. She did not 
relish the constant public exposure, and as Richard sought 
higher offices and the campaigns became more intense and 
vicious, she came to dislike politics. In September 1952 
rumors about financial misconduct forced Richard to make 
his famed Checkers speech in a successful effort to save his 
vice-presidential candidacy. While for him it was a great 
triumph, for Pat it was a public humiliation as the family 
finances became common knowledge. As early as 1950 she 
extracted a pledge from Richard not to seek office again, 
but he broke it repeatedly. Dutifully, Pat learned to be a 
proper political wife, but her lively personality was re­
placed by a stiff, formal, almost “doll-like” demeanor, at 
least in public.

The years between 1960 and 1968 were spent in private 
life, much to Pat’s satisfaction, but Richard Nixon became 
president in 1969. As first lady, Pat sought authentic an­
tiques to refurnish the White House, and she tried to make 
the mansion more accessible to the public. Pat was also the 
most traveled of first ladies, having visited eighty-three 
countries.

Because she knew that public expectations of first 
ladies had changed and required more social activism, Pat 
attempted to embrace various social projects, but her ef­
forts largely failed. As a result, of the modern first ladies 
she was the least active. This stemmed in part from her 
own difficulties in dealing with the public and in part from 
the White House staffs insistence that she maintain a low 
profile. She seemed to have little influence on her hus­
band’s political business and was left out of many impor­
tant decisions, including his decision to run for president in 

1968-
As the Watergate scandal broke over Richard Nixon in 

1973, Pat urged him to destroy the White House tapes, 
arguing that they were a private diary and not public fare. 
Her husband chose to ignore her warning, however. He 
resigned from the presidency in 1974. The Nixons retired 
to San Clemente, California, and moved to New York City 
in 1979 and to Saddle River, New Jersey, in 1981. In 1976, 
while at home in California, Pat suffered a stroke and had 
to undergo several months of physical therapy; she had a 
second but milder stroke in 1983. She now devotes much of 
her time to gardening.
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however. Her endorsement of the Supreme Court’s abor­
tion decision, discussion of a hypothetical affair by her 
daughter, and comments on her children’s experimentation 
with drugs all created a storm of protest. The courage and 
openness she displayed in her bout with breast cancer, 
which ended in a radical mastectomy, won her admirers 
and helped focus public attention on that problem. Her 
influence on President Ford was considerable. He acknowl­
edged the value he placed on her opinions, while she re­
ferred to the importance of the “pillow talk” she had with 
him over issues.

Betty Ford left the White House in 1977 and retired 
with Gerald to Palm Springs, California. By the time she 
left she had become one of the most outspoken, and one of 
the more popular and respected, of the first ladies. She was 
praised when she acknowledged publicly her dependency 
on drugs and alcohol (caused by pain from an inoperable 
pinched nerve and arthritis together with the emotional 
stress of being a political wife) and told of her struggle to 
overcome it. She received awards for her work in behalf of 
women's rights and against cancer, and she helped estab­
lish the Betty Ford Center for Drug and Alcohol Rehabili­
tation in Rancho Mirage, California.

Rosalynn Smith Carter was born and grew up about 
three miles from the Plains, Georgia, home of her future 
husband, Jimmy Carter. Her father died of leukemia when 
she was thirteen, leaving her to help her mother with the 
family. After serving as valedictorian of her high school 
class, Rosalynn attended Georgia Southwestern Junior Col­
lege in Americus so that she could remain near home. She 
had known Jimmy for some time, but her first date with 
him was not until she was seventeen. She married him a 
year later.

Jimmy was a navy officer at the time of their marriage, 
and for the first time Rosalynn moved away from Plains, 
spending time in California, Pennsylvania, Hawaii, Vir-

Betty
Ford
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Born: August 18, 1927; Plains, Georgia
Parents: Wilburn and Frances (Allie) Murray Smith
Spouse: Jimmy Carter; July 7, 1946; Plains
Children: John William (1947- ); James Earl (Chip) III 

(1950- ); Donnel Jeffrey (1952- ); Amy Lynn
(1967- )
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Children: Michael Gerald (1950- ); John Gardner
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Rosalynn
Carter

Elizabeth (Betty) Bloomer Warren Ford was the 
daughter of a Chicago salesman, who moved to Grand 
Rapids, Michigan, when she was three. As a young girl, 
Betty decided to become a dancer. Thus, in 1935 she gradu­
ated from the Calla Travis Dance Studio and then spent 
time at the Bennington School of Dance in Bennington, 
Vermont. From 1939 to 1941 she worked in New York City 
as a dancer and model. After returning to Grand Rapids, 
she married William Warren, a local salesman, in 1942, but 
their marriage ended after five years. Betty met Gerald R. 
Ford in 1947 and married him the next year.

Three weeks after their wedding Jerry Ford was 
elected to Congress for the first time, and Betty took on the 
role of political wife. She joined the organizations expected 
of the wife of a rising member of Congress, and, because 
her husband frequently was away on speaking trips or 
campaigning for fellow House Republicans, she took a ma­
jor role in raising their four children. The demands upon 
her were great, and the strain finally forced her to seek 
psychiatric counseling in 1970. As a result, she was learning 
stress management and had fixed a date with Jerry for his 
retirement from politics, when he was named Richard Nix­
on’s vice president in 1973, replacing Spiro T. Agnew who 
had resigned.

Richard Nixon resigned from the presidency on Au­
gust 9, 1974, and Betty Ford found herself first lady. Her 
outspoken honesty quickly brought her considerable atten­
tion. She strongly endorsed the Equal Rights Amendment, 
which was faltering in its drive for ratification, and person­
ally lobbied state legislators for its passage. Although rati­
fication eventually failed, she worked to increase the num­
ber of women in high government positions and pushed 
unsuccessfully for a woman on the Supreme Court. She also 
supported more assistance for the arts, the handicapped, 
and the mentally retarded.

Some of her statements proved to be controversial.
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“in her first two years as first lady, she made 248 speeches 
or public comments, gave 154 press interviews, attended

1
•V

Nancy
Reagan

A

ginia. and Connecticut. She enjoyed her new independence 
and the opportunities it offered. When her father-in-law 
died in 1953 and Jimmy decided to resign his commission 
to run the family peanut business, Rosalynn reluctantly 
returned to Plains. She soon began to like her life there, 
however. She helped with the business and became active 
in local organizations. Rosalynn even overcame an acute 
fear of public speaking so that she could help Jimmy when 
he ran unsuccessfully for governor of Georgia in 1966 and 
then successfully in 1970. When he decided to run for the 
presidency in 1976, Rosalynn set off alone to campaign for 
him, touring hundreds of miles to give speeches in his 
behalf.

Few first ladies have achieved the prominence that 
Rosalynn Carter attained between 1977 and 1981. She was 
frequently compared to Eleanor Roosevelt, even by her 
husband. She was constantly active. It has been noted that

i

641 briefings, and visited 36 foreign countries.” She fought 
for better treatment of the mentally ill and appeared be­
fore congressional subcommittees to support her views. 
Problems of the aged, refugee camps in Thailand, and 
equality for women were all causes she took up. Rosalynn 
also traveled abroad on the president’s behalf, most nota­
bly to Latin America in 1977. She frequently sat in on 
cabinet meetings and even participated in President Car­
ter’s Camp David negotiations between Egyptian president 
Anwar Sadat and Israeli prime minister Menachem Begin. 
Rosalynn was thus Jimmy’s alter ego; she discussed policy 
matters and appointments with him daily. Their partner­
ship in policy making was so openly equal that Rosalynn 
Carter has been called one of the most influential of all the 
first ladies. In fact, in a poll of historians she was rated 
more effective as first lady than her husband was as presi­
dent.

Burdened by an economic downturn and his failure to 
obtain the release of American diplomats being held hos­
tage in Iran, Jimmy Carter was defeated in his bid for 
reelection in 1980. He and Rosalynn retired to Plains where 
they wrote separate accounts of their years in the White 
House.

I /

Spouse: Ronald Reagan; March 4, 1952; Riverside, Cali­
fornia

Children: Patricia Ann (1952- ); Ronald Prescott
(1958- )

Nancy Reagan was the daughter of an auto salesman 
and a stage actress. Her father left the family shortly after 
she was born, and her mother, determined to pursue a stage 
career, left young Nancy with relatives. Born Anne Frances 
Robbins, Nancy, as she was nicknamed, lived until age six 
with an aunt in Washington, D.C. In 1929 her mother 
married a Chicago physician, and Nancy went to live with 
them. She was legally adopted at age fourteen and became 
Nancy Davis. Later, Nancy attended a private high school 
in Chicago and Smith College in Massachusetts. While 
attending Smith, she had a brief romance with a Princeton 
student, who was accidentally struck by a train and killed.

Like her mother, Nancy decided to pursue an acting 
career. She had been in theatrical productions in high 
school and had majored in drama at Smith. In 1943 Nancy 
began her stage career, and in 1949 she moved to Holly­
wood to break into movies. There she met Ronald Reagan, 
then president of the Screen Actors Guild, who cleared her 
of a baseless charge of Communist associations. After the 
couple married in 1952, Nancy largely abandoned her act­
ing career to be a homemaker, returning to the screen only 
for very brief intervals when financially necessary. She 
made her last movie in 1954. She returned to the public 
eye, however, when Ronald entered politics and became 
governor of California in 1966 and president in 1980.

Initially as first lady, Nancy argued that her only 
concern was taking care of her husband. She thus at­
tempted to remain out of sight. Her first two years in the 
White House were stormy ones, however. She was criticized 
sharply for her fashionable wardrobe, her rich friends, and 
the general image of luxury that she projected while the 
president called upon the nation for austerity. Particularly 
attacked were her $900,000 remodeling of the White House 
and the $200,000 china set she ordered (although most of 
the money used for both was from private donations).

By 1982 Nancy was making determined efforts to im­
prove her public image and to establish better relations 
with the news media. Among other things, she became 
active in drug abuse programs, a longtime concern, and 
supported antidrug efforts, both domestically and interna­
tionally. By 1985 Nancy had gone from being one of the 
most disliked first ladies to being more popular than the 
president.

Beyond these efforts, she also was a great influence on 
the president himself. Fiercely protective of her family, she 
displayed an iron will in protecting the interests of the 
more easy-going Ronald. Nancy kept abreast of current 
events, but she was more interested in personalities. Even 
the president acknowledged that she was very perceptive in 
personnel matters. Her behind-the-scenes influence, par­
ticularly on personnel, was strong. Several White House 
insiders even attested to her power to remove people she 
thought a liability to her husband.

In 1989, after two terms in the White House, the 
Reagans retired to Los Angeles, California. Nancy, the only 
first lady to publish an autobiography before entering the 
White House, planned to write a memoir of her years there.

Library ot Congraw

Born: July 6, 1923;’ New York City
Parents: Kenneth and Edith Luckett Robbins
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1. Scholars disagree about Martha Washington’s actual birth date. 
June 21, 1731, is the date most commonly used, but several 
others also have been mentioned.

A number of sources were used to prepare the biographies 
of the first ladies. The major ones were: Betty Boyd Caroli, 
First Ladies (New York: Oxford University Press, 1987); Sol 
Barzman. The First Ladies (New York: Cowles, 1970); William 
A. De Gregorio, The Complete Book of the Presidents (New 
York: Dembner Books, 1984); Joseph Nathan Kane, Facts 
about the Presidents (New York: Wilson. 1985); and Tim Tay­
lor, The Book of Presidents (New York: Arno Press, 1972).

2. Dolley Madison’s given name is not clear. Some scholars have 
declared that ’’Dorothea” was her given name and “Dolley” a 
nickname. Others have insisted that “Dolley” was her real 

name.
3. The birth records for Nancy Reagan have been lost, but school 

records indicate that she was born in 1921. Mrs. Reagan claims 
that she was born in 1923.

Committee, U.S. representative to China, director of the 
Central Intelligence Agency, and finally vice president and 
president. In the midst of traveling around the country and 
the world, Barbara had six children, the second of which, 
Robin, died of leukemia just before her fourth birthday.

A strong believer in volunteerism, Barbara Bush has 
donated much of her own time to helping the less fortu­
nate. She has been honorary chair of the Leukemia Society 
of America and has been concerned about the plight of the 
homeless and of poor, single parents. Her primary concern, 
however, has been illiteracy in the United States. She has 
been actively involved in programs to improve literacy and 
donated the entire proceeds of over $65,000 from her book 
C. Fred's Story (a collection of anecdotes about the Bush 
family told from the point of view of their cocker spaniel, 
C. Fred Bush) to major literacy organizations. She won the 
Distinguished American Woman Award in 1987 and, after 
becoming first lady in 1989, continued to be involved in 
community affairs.

George and Barbara Bush have homes in Houston, 
Texas, and Kennebunkport, Maine. She enjoys reading, 
needlepoint, gardening, and spending time with her family, 
which includes eleven grandchildren.
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Born: June 8, 1925; Rye, New York
Parents: Marvin and Pauline Robinson Pierce
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Children: George Walker (1946- ); Robin (1949-
1953); John Ellis (1953- ); Neil Mellon (1954-
Marvin Pierce (1956- ); Dorothy Walxer (1959-

Barbara Pierce Bush was born in Rye, New York, a 
suburb of New York City. Her father was the publisher of 
McCall’s magazine; her mother was the daughter of an 
Ohio Supreme Court justice. Her family was well-to-do, 
and she attended school at prestigious Ashley Hall in 
South Carolina. She met George Bush at a Christmas dance 
in 1942 and became engaged to him a year later. Their 
marriage was delayed, however, while George served in the 
U.S. Navy. In 1945 Barbara dropped out of school after two 
years in Smith College to marry him. .......................

After George graduated from Yale University in 1948, 
the Bushes moved to Odessa. Texas, where George entered 
the oil business. That was the beginning of an odyssey that 
included twenty-eight homes in seventeen cities. After suc­
ceeding in oil, George became active in politics, serving as a 
member of Congress from Texas, U.S. ambassador to the 
United Nations, chairman of the Republican National

£1^
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On August 18, 1838, Charles Wilkes began a voyage that would take four 
years and cover 87,000 miles. Comprised of six ships and 440 men, the 
Expedition would circumnavigate the globe, survey the Pacific Ocean and 
confirm the existence of the continent Antarctica. With a botanist, 
horticulturist and naturalist on board, the Expedition collected extensive 
specimens of plant life from around the world. These specimens became the 
nucleus of the collection housed in the Botanic Garden’s first greenhouse. 
Wilkes, the nephew of Mother Seaton - America’s first saint -- was said to 
have served as the model for Herman Melville’s Captain Ahab character in 
his classic, Moby Dick.

The Columbian Institute disbanded in 1837 and the site of the garden 
reverted to the Federal Government. In 1850, interest in a national botanic 
garden was revived as the repository for the botanical collection of the 
Lieutenant Charles Wilkes’ Exploring Expedition of 1838-1842.

That dream became a reality on May 8, 1820, when President James 
Monroe signed into a law a bill that established the first botanic garden 
under the auspices of the Columbian Institute for the Promotion of Arts and 
Sciences. Five acres of land on the eastern end of the Mall were designated 
for the garden’s use. Chartered by the Congress, a primary objective of the 
Institute was "...to collect, cultivate and grow the various vegetable products 
of this and other countries for exhibition and display to the public." The 
first botanic garden collected a variety of plant species from the U.S. and 
abroad, including a substantial number of herbarium specimens.

The Columbian Institute also actively collected mineral, zoological, 
archeological specimens and other objects of historical interest for its 
museum. One of its most interesting acquisitions was the regimentals worn 
by George Washington while Commander-in-Chief of the American Army 
during the Revolutionary War. These collections later became the basis of 
the initial Smithsonian collection.

The oldest, continually-operating botanic garden in the nation, the U.S. 
Botanic Garden was first proposed by George Washington in 1796 as a place 
to grow and preserve plants that might be important to the nation’s 
economy. Other early American statesmen, including Thomas Jefferson and 
James Madison, shared Washington’s dream of a botanic garden located in 
the nation’s capital.
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Rich in tradition and steeped in history, the U.S. Botanic Garden includes two plants that 
are considered to have been part of the Wilkes Expedition’s collection, a Vessel Fem and 
Chinese Jujube. A living museum, the U.S. Botanic Garden is a tribute to the vision of 
our forefathers and an important source of pleasure, beauty and learning for people from 
across the U.S. and around the world who visit the Nation’s capital.

In 1902, plans were presented by the Park Commission of the United States Senate (the 
McMillan Commission) to complete Pierre Charles L’Enfant’s 1790’s vision of Washington 
with the development of an open Mall between the Capitol and the Washington 
Monument. This vision meant yet another move for the Botanic Garden, to its current 
site at Maryland Avenue and First Street, Southwest.

In addition to the renovation, plans are underway for the design and construction of the 
National Garden to be located on an internationally prominent three-acre parcel of land 
adjacent to the U.S. Botanic Garden Conservatory and the U.S. Capitol. It will be this 
country’s premier showcase for unusual, useful and ornamental plants. It will also include 
an Environmental Learning Center, a Water Garden and a Rose Garden, exhibiting 
varieties of our national flower, the rose.

In 1850, the collection and Garden were moved to a new structure at the east end of the 
Mall near the U.S. Capitol on the exact site previously occupied by the Columbian 
Institute’s botanic garden. The historic Main Conservatory, consisting of a central dome 
and two wings, was begun in 1867, from designs by Edward Clark, the Architect of the 
Capitol. Later, the Bartholdi Fountain became a major attraction of the Garden. 
Constructed by the French sculptor Frederic Auguste Bartholdi and acquired by the 
Garden in 1877, the fountain represented an allegorical view of light and water.

The cornerstone for the new Botanic Garden Conservatory, still in use today, was laid 
on November 12, 1931. The following year, the Bartholdi Fountain was moved to its 
current location in the square across Independence Avenue in what is today called 
Bartholdi Park.

Over the years, weather and age have taken their toll on the Botanic Garden 
Conservatory. An extensive renovation is planned that will preserve the building’s historic 
design, and, at the same time, provide the latest in technology to insure the integrity and 
future of the U.S. Botanic Garden.
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Bill * First Ladies National Historic SiteRE:
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Mary

Dear Melanne:

The following pages contain the bill pertaining to the National Historic Site. The wording

331 Market Avenue South 
Canton, Ohio 44702

(330) 452-0876 • (330) 456-3414 - fax

* 
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»
♦ *

- NATIONAL *

♦ »

for the National First Ladies' Library begins at Sec. 145 on page 70 and continues to the 

end of page 7S.

Thank you very much for your interest. I hope to hear from you soon.

2^
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(e) Access and Mineral Rights.—

(1) Preservation of rights of access.

(A) Throughout the hifitory of the United

States, First Ladies have had an important im­

pact on our Nation’s history.

(B) Little attention has been paid to the 

role of First Ladies and their impact on our 

Nation’s history.

(C) Establishment of the First Ladies Na­

tional Historic Site will provide unique opportu-

0ct-2-00 9:48AM;

Nothing in this section shall impair any rights of ac­

cess in favor of the public or any owner of adjacent 

lands over, under, or across the lands described in 

section 2.

(2) MineRAIjS.—The United States reserves

any federally owned mineral rights in the lands de­

scribed in subsection (b), except that the United 

States disclaims any and all right of surface entry 

to the mineral estate of such lands.

Sec. 145. (a) Short Title.—This section may be 

cited as the “First Ladies National Historic Site Act of 

2000”.

(b) First Uadtes National Historic Site.—

(1) Findings.—The Congress finds the fol­

lowing:
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library.
(D) To establish the First Ladies National

Histone Site in Canton, Ohio, the home of

First Lady Ida Saxton McKinley.

(E) To create a public-private partnership 

between the National Park Service and the Na­

tional First Ladies Library.

(3) Establishment of first ladies na­

tional HISTORIC SITE.---

Sent By: NATL FIRST LADIES;
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nities for education and study into the impact 

of First Ladies on our history.

(2) PURPOSES.—The purposes of this section 

are the following:

(A) To preserve and interpret the role and 

history of First Ladies for the benefit, inspira­

tion, aud education of the people of the United 

States.

(B) To interpret the impact of First La­

dies on the history of the United States.

(C) To provide to school children and 

scholars access to infonnation about the con­

tributions of First Ladies through both a phys­

ical educational facility and an electronic virtual 

Oct-2-00 9:48AM;
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72
(A) Establishment—There is estab-

known as the City National Bank Building.

(5) Ahmtnistration of the historic site.

(A) In GENERAL.—The Secretary shall ad­

minister the historic site in accordance with this

lished in Canton, Ohio, the First Ladies Na­

tional Historic Site.

(B) Description.—The historic site shall

consist of—

(i) the land and improvements com­

prising the National Park Service property 

located at 331 Market Avenue South in 

Canton, Ohio, known as the Ida Saxton 

McKinley House; and

(ii) if acquired under subsection

(b)(4), National Park Service property lo­

cated at 205 Market Avenue South in Can­

ton, Ohio, known as the City National 

Bank Building.

(4) ACQUISITION OF CITY NATIONAL BANK 

BUILDING.—The Secretary may acquire by donation, 

for inclusion in the historic site, the property located 

pooooo° 000/2

section and the provisions of law generally ap­

plicable to------
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trict of Columbia) under which the Na­

tional First Ladies Library may operate 

arid maintain the site.

(ii) To further the purposes of this 

section, the Secretary may enter into coop­

erative agreements with other public and 

private organizations.

(C) Assistance.—The Secretary may pro­

vide to the National First Ladies Library—

(i) technical assistance for the preser­

vation of historic structures of, the mainte-

(i) To further the purposes of this 

section, the Secretary may enter into a co­

operative agreement with the National 

First Ladies Library (a nonprofit corpora­

tion established under the laws of the Dis-

73

including the Act entitled “An Act to establish 

a National Park Service, and for other pur­

poses”, approved August 25, 1916 (16 U.S.C.

1 et seq.), and the Act of August 21, 1935 (49 

Stat. 666, chapter 593; 16 U.S.C. 461 et seq.).

(B) Cooperative agreements.—

nance of the cultural landscape of, and 

local preservation planning for, the historic 

site; and
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site.

to—

(i) charge fees for admission to the

historic site; and

(ii) retain and use for the historic site

amounts paid as such fees.

(E) Management of property.—The

Secretary may authorize the National First La­

site amounts received under such leases.

"the third full fiscal year beginning afterday of the
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dies Library—

(i) to manage any property within the

(D) Admission fees.—The Secretary may 

authorize the National First Ladies Library 

(ii) subject to the availability of ap­

propriations, financial assistance for the 

operation and maintenance of the historic

(6) General, management plan.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than the last

historic site;

(ii) to lease to other public or private 

entities any property managed under sub­

paragraph (i) by the National First Ladies 

Library; and

(iii) to retain and use for the historic

Sent By: NATL FIRST LADIES; 
vf
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meat plan for the historic site.

and

cated.

(C) Submission of plan to congress.—

mittee on Resources of the House of Represent­

atives.

Site established by subsection (b)(3).
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the date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary 

shall, in consultation with the officials described 

in paragraph (B), prepare a general manage-

(B) Consultation.—In preparing the 

general management plan, the Secretary shall 

consult with an appropriate official of—

(i) the National First Ladies Library;

(ii) appropriate political subdivisions 

of the State of Ohio that have jurisdiction 

over the area where the historic site is lo­

Upon the completion of the general manage­

ment plan, the Secretary shall submit a copy of 

the plan to the Committee on Energy and Nat­

ural Resources of the Senate and the Com­

(7) Definitions.—In this section:

(A) Historic site.—The term “historic 

site” means the First Ladies National Historic
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MARILYN TUCKER QUAYLE (1989 - 1993)

tiai i

I IRSF AND SECOND LADIES
WHO i ESHFIED BEFORE CONGREJiS WHILE IN OFFICE

■ti ‘

Testimony as Second Lady

• April 23,1990 at a hearing on HR 4222, the "Breast and Cervical Cancer Mortality
Act of 1990" before Rep. Waxman's House Subcommittee on Health and the

[Abstract As the title states, this report documents First and Second Ladies who 
testified before Congress while in office. It is arranged in reverse-chronological 
order, from Tipper Gore to Eleanor Roosevelt An additional list follows that 
documents any notable relationship with Congress of First and Second Ladies' who 
did not testify. A chart for quick reference is also attached.]

MARY ELIZABETH "TIPPER" GORE (1993 - present)

Testimony as Second Lady1

• April 29,1993 on behalf of mental health care before the House Mental Health 
Working Group (with WH working group on mental health).

• May 13,1993 on behalf of mental health care before Sen. Kennedy's Labor and 
Human Resources Committee.

• July 15,1993 on behalf of mental health and the aging before Sen. Pryor's Special 
Committee on the Aging. MEG's remarks were part of a background briefing, not on 
behalf of specific legislation.

Testimony before Second Lady

• September 28,1985 on behalf of record labeling with the Parents Music Resource 
Center (PMRC) before Sen. Danforth's Commerce, Science, and Transportation 
Committee.2

• December 15,1986 on behalf of the homeless mentally ill before Rep. Waxman's 
House Energy and Commerce Subcommittee. The hearing was background for 
legislation regarding "crisis assistance" for the homeless.3

’DETERMINED TO BE AN 
EiESTRARVE MARKING

ALC: DATE:

-CONFIDENTIAL



Subcommittee of the House Select-Aging Committee.

Result

ROSALYNN CARTER (1977 - 1981)

Clinton has requested a funding increase to $85 million. The bill was for a tliree year 
program, and has been reauthorized by the House and is pending final passage in 
the Senate labor committee.6

Testimony after First Lady

• March 2,1988 on behalf of "Mental Health and Aging."10

• May 16,1991 on behalf of "Community Mental Health Services."11

• May 14-16, or 21,1991 on behalf of "Departments of Labor, Health, and Human 
Services, Education, and Related Agencies Appropriations for 1992."12

Environment The purpose of Quayle's testimony was to urge women to have 
mammograms; she did not take a position on the bill.4

• May 15,1990 on behalf of women's health before the Health and Long-Term

HR 7794 was signed into law in 1990, and was part of the Women's Health Equity 
Act of 1990 sponsored by Rep. Waxman and Sen. Mikulski. The law establishes a 
program through the Centers for Disease Control to provide grants to states to 
provide mammograms and pap smears to low income women without health 
coverage. Current funding levels of $71-2 million allow 12 states to provide a

Testimony as First Lady

• July 19,1977 before the Senate Foreign Relations Committee to brief Members on 
her trip to South America.7

• February 7,1979 on behalf of the "Mental Health Systems Act" President Carter's 
proposal to improve mental health care services, before Sen. Kennedy's Human 
Resources Committee, Subcommittee on Health and Scientific Research.

• April 30,1979 on behalf of solar and advanced technology before the Subcommittee 
on Energy Development and Applications and the Senate Energy and Natural 
Resources Committee, Subcommittee on Energy Conservation and Supply.

comprehensive program, and 18 states to be in a "capacity building" stage. To 
provide comprehensive programs to all 50 states, $200 million is needed. President

program, and has been reauthorized by the House and is pending final passage



Commission held public hearings, which RC attended, interviewed hundreds

• y lAj 77 - First public hearing of Presidential Commission on Mental Health. RC 
_____-j_____ l i______ :___ -•« DA i*

Honorary Chair, and Dr. Thomas E. Bryant, Chair, discuss report with President 

Carter.17

- Her testimony was widely cited as the first congressional appearance by a 
• T 1 _ •_____T?1_______ _

• V Z?/ 79 • Commission presents its recommendations to the President22

in promoting mental health care advances. She is expected to be the 
administration's chief lobbyist on Capitol Hill for the measure."

• IC/ 7/ 80 - President signs Mental Health Systems Act into law.26

First Lady since Eleanor Roosevelt"

- RC "helped develop the bill and was its chief lobbyist"20

- Photo21

- On that day, RC made appearances on_ __ "Good Morning America" and the
"McNeil-Lehrer Report" to discuss the recommendations.23

• 5/15/79 - President Announces Proposal.24

- "Both [Sen.] Kennedy and [Rep.] Waxman praised first lady Rosalynn Carter, 
at her husband's side as the proposal was announced Tuesday, for her efforts

• 2/7/79 - RC testifies before Congress on behalf of President's Commission on 
Mental Health to present Commission's report and recommendations.1

Timeline of President Carter's Commission on Mental Health

• 17/ 77 - President Carter creates President's Commission on Mental Health, 
names RC Honorary Chair.13

- Though RC was 'honorary chair,' "there was never any question that Mrs. 
Carter intended to be intimately involved in the work of the commission." The 
Commission held public hearings, which RC attended, interviewed hundreds 
of people, and spent almost a year amassing data.14

• V 21/ 77 " First official meeting of Presidential Commission on Mental Health. RC 
addresses meeting in Chicago; says recommendations are due in one year.15

presides at hearing in PA."

• 9/15/77 - Presidential Commission on Mental Health produces report RC,



Result

JOAN MONDALE (1977 - 1981)28

Testimony as Second Lady 

ELEANOR R<£•£EVELT (1933 -1945)

Testimony as First Lady29

- Eleanor Roosevelt was the first First Lady to testify before Congress.30

Testimony after Second Lady

• April 3,1984 on behalf of the "Federal Pay Equity Act of 1984" before the House 
Committee on Post Office and Civil Service, Subcommittee on Compensation and 
Employee Benefits.

- Mondale served as Honorary Chair of the Federal Council of the Arts.

• September 25,1979 on behalf of "The General Service Administration's Art-in- 
Architecture Program" before the House Committee Post Office and Civil Service 
Committee, Subcommittee on Civil Service and General Service.

• February 7,1980 on behalf of "Arts and the Older American" before the House 
Select Committee on Aging.

• March 3,1980 on behalf of "Field Hearings on the Reauthorization of the National 
Foundation for the Arts and the Humanities Act and the Museum Services Act" 
before the House Education and Labor Committee, Subcommittee on Post-Secondary 

Education.

• June 26,1980 on behalf of the "Arts, Humanities, and Museums Act of 1979," before 
the Senate Committee on Labor and Human Resources, Subcommittee on Education, 
Arts and the Humanities.

President Carter signed the Mental Health Systems Act into law on 10/7/80 after its 
passage in the House and Senate. President Carter gave the pen with which he had 
signed the Act to RC, who stood behind him during the ceremony. (AP, 10/8/80) 
President Reagan repealed the Act in 1981 in his quest to trim the Federal budget 
Federal funds for three programs under the Act were combined into one block grant 
given to states with broad discretion.27



• December 10,1940 on behalf of "Interstate Migration" before the House Select 
Committee to Investigate Interstate Migration of Destitute Citizens?1

• January 14,1942 on behalf of "National Defense Migration: Relating to the 
Maintenance of Civilian Morale" before the House Select Committee Investigating 
National Defense Migration.32

Testimony after First Lady33

• April 22,1955 on behalf of a "Review of the United Nations Charter" before the 
Senate Committee on Foreign Relations, Subcommittee on the United Nations 
Charter.34

• February 24,1956 on behalf of "International Organizations and Movements" before 
the House Committee on Foreign Affairs, Subcommittee on International 

Organization and Movements.

• May 14,1959 on behalf of "Amending the Fair Labor Standards Act" before the 
Senate Committee on Labor and Public Welfare, Subcommittee on Labor.36

• Dec. 7,1959 on behalf of "Migratory Labor" before the Senate Committee on Labor 
and Public Welfare, Subcommittee on Migratory Labor.37

• April 27,1962 on behalf of "Equal Pay for Equal Work" before the^House 
Committee on Education and Labor, Select Subcommittee on Labor.

• April 18,1962 on behalf of "Prices of Hearing Aids" before the Senate Committee 
on the Judiciary, Subcommittee on Antitrust and Monopoly.39

• Date Unknown: on behalf of the wretched conditions of nursing homes in the 
nation's capital before the District of Columbia Committee.



FIRST AND SECOND LADIES WHO DID NOT TESTIFY BEFORE CONGRESS

NANCY REAGAN (1981 - 1989)

J.

JAQUELINE KENNEDY (1961 - 1963)“

MAIME EISENHOWER (1953 - 1961)

in Congress.

As Congress was about to recess without its passage. President Johnson told 
members of his Cabinet and Congress that he loved his wife, that she wanted the bill 
passed, and that he intended that she and the country should have it46 The 
President then hosted a party for all of Congress, but told Members that they needn't 
come until they passed the bill; wives in party dresses sat waiting in the House's 
family gallery until 12:51 am, when the bill finally passed.47

BESS TRUMAN (1949 - 1953)

ELLEN WILSON (1913-1921)

Ellen Wilson focused on public housing issues, assuming the post as Honorary Chair 
of the National Civic Federation, which drafted the Slum Clearance Act of 1913, a 
law to renovate or demolish Washington's slum dwellings. She lobbied members of 
Congress on its behalf, but did not testify before Congress.49 

BARBARA BUSH (1989 - 1993)

BETTY FORD (1974 - 1977)41

• March 25,1991 on behalf of including alcohol addiction in the "War on Drugs” 
before House Subcommittee.42

• As First Lady, lobbied individual states on behalf of ERA, but did not testify before 
Congress on its behalf.43

PATRICIA NIXON (1969 - 1974)

LADY BIRD JOHNSON (1965 - 1969)44

Lady Bird did not testify before Congress, though she "lobbied behind the scenes” for 
passage of the Highway Beautification Act, including personally calling swing votes
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Mental HealthApril 29, 1993Tipper Gore

Mental Health CareMay 13, 1993Tipper Gore

July 15, 1993Tipper Gore

April 23, 1990

Women's HealthMay 15, 1990

South America tripJuly 19, 1977Rosalynn Carter

February 7, 1979Rosalynn Carter

April 30, 1979Rosalynn Carter

Senate Labor and
Human Resources

Solar and Advanced
Technology
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Term Subcommittee 
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Aging Committee

Marilyn Tucker
Quayle

Marilyn Tucker
Quayle
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Group

Subcommittee on
Energy
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Senate Energy and 
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Committee,
Subcommittee on
Energy
Conservation and
Supply

Mental Health and
Aging

HR 4222, Breast and
Cervical Cancer
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1990
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September 25, 1979Joan Mondale

February 7, 1980Joan Mondale

March 3, 1980Joan Mondale

June 26, 1980Joan Mondale

December 10, 1940Eleanor Roosevelt

January 14, 1942Eleanor Roosevelt

=

"Interstate
Migration"

"National Defense
Migration: Relating 
to the Maintenance 
of Civilian Morale"

House Select
Committee to 
Investigate 
Interstate Migration 
of Destitute Citizens

House Select 
Committee 
Investigating 
National Defense 
Migration

"General Service
Administration's Art 
in Architecture 
Program"

"Arts and the Older 
American"

"Field Hearings on 
the Reauthorization 
of the National 
Foundation for the 
Arts and the 
Humanities Act and 
the Museum 
Services Act"

House Education 
and Labor 
Committee,
Subcommittee on 
Post-Secondary
Education

House Committee
Post Office and 
Civil Service 
Committee, 
Subcommittee on 
Civil Service and 
General Services

Senate Committee 
on Labor and 
Human Resources,
Subcommittee on 
Education, Arts, and 
the Humanities

House Select 
Committee on 
Aging

Report and Chart prepared by: Amy Nemko, Kim Tilley (WH Communications Research) 
Date: August 31, 1993

"Arts, Humanities, 
and Museums Act 
on 1979"
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April 3, 1999

Dear Melanne,

Ball's

Your technique and your

regards, and

1/

the 
the 
the

typing up our 
how deeply I 
met with you. 
candor were so

BRADLEY
6705 PEMBERTON STREET

With cordial and respect
with thanks for that autograph!

H. PATTERSON, JR.
KENWOOD PARK BETHESDA , MARYLAND 20817

During our talk, you made only the most 
modest mention of your active pre-White 
career here in Washington.

piece about you in r
Washington Post Magazine fills in the story, 
our interview you speak frequently of how 
reached out to the resources and institutions here 
in the city: scholars, experts, advocates,
departmental officials, other colleagues on the 
Staff. No wonder, with you at her side, the First 
Lady has been able to undertake so many initiatives 
so effectively.

House 
But re-reading Karen 
the November, 1997

In
you

Having recently finished 
interview, I write to tell you
appreciate the opportunity to have
Your graciousness, helpfulness and
generously proffered -- you have made a tremendous 
contribution to the substance and integrity of the 
Second Edition of Ring of Power.

Your technique and your -- and her -- 
accomplishments cement a conclusion I have long
harbored: White House principals are best served by 
staff who are tl---  ’ ’ " " '
Washington environment:
people to talk with,

I am going to make that‘statement

Speaking of texts and research: you 
offered to dig up a couple of items for me, and I 
have listed them on the attached page. If one of 
your staff could find them, let me know (301-320- 
5840) and I can drop by and pick them up.

I am going to research/fill in a few of 
the facts, dig out some texts and perhaps chat 
briefly with a few AID and 0MB people. But, 
Melanne, you will be very proud and pleased at how 
this chapter will come out -- and I will send you 
the draft of it during the summer.

thoroughly familiar with 
the places to go, 

the buttons to push, 
strings to pull. I —
strongly in the book -- with you as Exhibit A.


