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."abc., pol.lhca] a(dnlatmn, hair oo]or--l)ut cweryone demands t]ue ngllt not to be reduced

" toa lalcl. Tt is L]lc muquc cnmlunntmn of cvcryone s lxsl 0{ ]nlac]s that s]mpns them as

a Jlsluwt mclundual

Hillary Clinloq’ has many lahcls: "Midwestern, born after World War I, calloge-
cducatcd Lradi lmnal Mcllmdxst wile and molhcr, ]awyct, pu]wlxc mlercest koo;alc,
hostess and coa[;lc hake o only c]auglxlcr, eldest clild, hlonde." And it takes less offort
to reduce her, 1mwmphgatcd by ouc or anolher lahel--hut never all of them at the
same time. In most cascs, the exploxtahon of her as a syml)ol--l:y syncop]mn(s and
hatemongers ath--uot ox*]y distorls but obliterates who she is as a full person,

While she's fo]ll\wcd prcccclcnls sct by her prqdcccssurs, there lmly has never before
heen a Prcsic]cut's Spouse with Mes. Clinton's hackgrownd and experiences.

Shic is the {irst of Fisst Ladics boen in that new generationwho did not know Franklin
Rooscvell as prcctdunl Remember: the gap between her and youngcest of her
predecessors at '{lw time of the Clinton Inaugiral--Jacqueline Onassis--was 17 years.

She was born i inois in 1947, daughter of a conscevative Republican self-employed
businessman, raised in a howe where the names Roosevelt and Kennedy were not
heloved--as she fecalls in this month's American Heritage. Her father's influcnce on her
was slrong, and in high school in 1964, she was a Goldwaler Gidl, supporting the
conscrvalive presidential candidate who ran against LBJ. Although she did change’
political parliosi, it was the heginning of her political activism. (SLIDE #1)
Rcl:gmn also mﬂucz.ccd her. Raised to belicve that her social tcsom:]‘ul:iy lay not only
within her [anuly circle but the lnrgcr ramxly--})cr comnuuuly--slm was gundca Ly ker
Mcthiodist youlh cownselor to 11(.11) the dxsadvm:lngcd--fmm vner-cily Chic Cago children
or those of quimn migrant workers, As part of her youl]-x Jroup she heard Martin
Lutler Kisg sj cak. Ilis 1908 assassinalion, said a (riend of iIi”ary's "more than
anything, firmdd her resolve to do her utmost to stop injustice." (SI.IDE #2)
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She excelled net only in school, but was active in student government, coming of age
at a lime wlwn)yoxu*g wonicn were encourag sed Lo pursuc the more available choices to
thens, She grmfualcd from Wellsley in 1968 as valediclion, dclxvcrmg a spcml) which
landed her in .(l:)(c magazine. At the age of 18 years old, Mies Rodham was a public
(xgurc int her own rxgl)t (S IDE #3)
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The {irst First I'_nc]y to have also carned o graduate degeee, she attended Yale 1w
Schoal, where she met her futuee hushand. After marrying Bill Clinton and moving
to ArLansns 511 {auglxl law at the slale wiversity. As lie pursuccl a pu]nlun] carecr,
she noter \]y plw«d the traditional role of pul:lu.al wile in his c.amput,ns for Allnmcy-
Gencral and ]nlcf Governor, but pursued her pmfcssmnal carcer in Jaw. (SLIDE #4)
As the Governot's wile, from 1979 to 1981 and then again {rom 1983 to 1993, she
assumed mulllp.c k\SLS--clmlr of the Education Standards Commiltee, a founder of
the Arkansas Hmnc Instruction Program for Preschool Youngstcrs, chair of the
Children's Defense Fund, full-time hostess in the traditional role of Arkansas First
[.ady and--as of 1980, mother to Chelsea Victoria. (SI.IDE #5)

Her years as First Lady of Ackansas served her well wehen she hecame First Lady of the

United Stales i 1993 and chiose to conlinue playing a varicty of public roles. Within
three weeks of illc Innusurn] President Clinton asked her to head his Health Cace
Task Force to c] alt health care rclorm in the teadition of Rosa]ynn Carler, [ m]y Bird
Johnson and Efcanur Roosevelt. The First [.ady hecamie a [amiliac sight on Capitol
Iill. (SLIDI: #(J) and while improvement of the situation did n't immediately emerge
{rom Congress; Hillary Clinton inaugurated the first {ull national dialogue on the
complex problem in American history. And she continues-- like Tou IToover, Edith
Wilson, Mary T;ixxcoln, among olhers--lo serve as an informal soum]ing hoard to her
hushand. (SLIDE #7) Hillacy Clinton has continued the public traditional role begun
l)y Du"cy Mnchson--from c]m=tum1g s]ups to culling ribhons Lo greeling groups in the
White I Touse, to travelling with the President, to plmuung pienues, cnterlsinment and
all social eveats, (SLIDE #8) And--like Edith Roosevelt and Jueretia Gacficld--she
has ficn:ly guan!cd time {or her teenage daughter in the While House--and soug]ll to
protect her froaix the wedia's glare. (SLIDE #9)

Two of the many lahels that can he applied to the First Lady are illustrated in tonight's
filim c]ips. The first shows lier opening Cnngccssimm] lestimony on hcalth care, the
sccond, her press remarks on planm’ng the recent state dinner for Nelson Mandela.

(FIT.M CLIPS}

Advocale, .u]vxsor, hostess, niother? She can be described by any Jahel to seove any
purpose. Peclia 3aps the wisdom of her prodcw<sor is hest remembered. Allee ¢ lrying to
deline herself aq a social liheral but fiscal conscrvative, Barhara Bush {Jl'l” declared,

“Labels are for ¢ soupmna , not for pcnplc Permit lu.r to spc*xlz for lerself. Join me in

wc]u 0““”& Fust I. ndy lI l]u) Rndlnm C]\ntnn












































































































