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ting the traditional allian 
right early on, and will also ccy public support, three main shortcomings: 

George W. Bush’s • The Clintonites die— THE NEW YORK TIMES.—

crusaders to expand their assault on
tably high price to win the House Re- abortion rights. Under the newly 
publican leadership’s assent to give agreed language, foreign family plan- 
almost $1 billion in back American ning organizations that spend their

cision not to go to Europe in his 
first year in office and his lack of

part of the compromise, the 
tration won the right to waive

the candidate in the Bush cam- Bosnia, Somalia, Kosovo and Mr. Bush will need to avoid ance 
paign’s decision to stress big East Timor. (Iraq seemingly rewriting history and strategy in him 
ideas and keen ittle. de.tail'; lilr? oetc a note nn thic - -------:_____ .

mentalized or put on hold.Nevertheless, House approval of the amount that such groups got last year. 
N arrears payments, assuming that The practical effect of these restric-

policy,
his earl;In his first major foreign 

policy address, scheduled for

By Ellen Goodman

un­
less it honors its financial obligations, appear in future years unless a majority 
Nor can Washington reasonably ex- of House members vote to exclude it. 
_ _______ __ Qanoto DarMiKlir'Qnc inrlnmni’rrtTTi-Senate Republicans, including com- 

itted abortion foes like Jesse Helms,

ican foreign pclicy. worldwide die during preg-

INTERNAT10NALHcralb^Snbunc.
of lej itive chicken.

I

oovieis, aooruon was once the ton s first acts as president v. 
primary form of family plan- to deep-six the old gag rule,
ning. Now the availability of executive order of Ronald RSfsf gsSg a

HSES s&SSSs
the coulclcOM»O°

means putting the poor 
en of the world last?internationiamily planning

groups actv has to do with
got one
By the Washington Post Writers Group.

United Nabs gets a billion
dollars in dt and the Smithies

family pls------------- ’ ■ ’
to even sj. 

Anyone h an open, as op­

speeches point toward a simple, U.S. military and national regard for Japan’s role in Asia tu 
straightforward sentiment as prestige to a series of little con- are now recognized as serious me 
the Campaign 2000 message: flicts that had little to do with errors even by officials deeply heli 
Big is good, little is bad. U.S. interests. The roll call of involved in those policies N

There is a hidden danger for the littles will include Haiti, But to establish credibility, his' 
the candidate in the Bush cam- Bosnia, Somalia, Kosovo and Mr. Bush will need to avoid ance 

r--o--    ----- - — —-- --o ------ **...w*. ivwuiiugiiiMun aim strategy in mm
ideas and keep little details like gets a free pass on this score, his campaign criticisms, espe- catch 
the Indian prime minister s perhaps due to the progenitor of cially when it comes to Bosnia A 
name for later study. The chan- Desert Storm.) and Kosovo. cussf
ging world that Mr. Bush would • Mr. Clinton neglected or Mr. Clinton crafted his lies 1 
lead is not so easily compart- actively antagonized America ’ s flawed “ lift and strike ’ ’ B osnia new )

until the 
1

the world the bargaining chip. ’ ’
One of the oreat disannnint. 

ments

minded. It makes life so much 
easier. You can stake out a j 
sition which is, as my fall

)le, and may what they wanted.
• 1 1 —THE NEW YORK TIMES.

----- o. eement
and volunteered to defend it to ] ftOQ. 
iratP nnnnlatlnn J.V y •

worked out and sold to the Republican long as the Clinton administration is in 
rank and file, will be a significant office^and invokes the waiver provi- 
achievement. Failure to pay die sion. But there is no disguising the 

political victory it hands the anti-abor­
tion crusaders in the House who were

European allies and Japan by
putting priority on chimerical wiumvi wjuj

alliances with China and with Britain and France, under the

isident was from O 
„ ' , an put it in 

lonald Re- nations.

One has to pay one’s UN and indi 
" " ments, e

etc. Thes 
They m<

Finally, tis week, with a 
deadline loaing, the deadbeat

pect other countries to consider con- L-----------r-----------,-----------
gressional demands for lower Amer- milled abortion foes like Jesse-------- -
ican dues assessments in the future behaved more responsibly than their 
until it pays off most of the dues it House colleagues on this issue. But the 
already owes. House obstructionists held firm, faced

1924:
NEW YC

r. Bu 
ance c 
within I

Mr. I 
to eng a; 
record i

shrink the pot for family plan- policy, 
ning. As Gloria Feldt, the pres- not be

— - „ —=■---------- --------6,. idem of Planned Parenthood, ” ’
lens. With unrelenting, uncom- deaths don’t seem to come into describes the “compromise ” 
promising stubbornness, he has focus on the right-to-life screen. “They’ve made the women of 
now managed to rewrite Amer- Some 600,000 women the world the bargaining chin.” 
----- - -----o— JT ——• V■ urv KJUlillg 

For years, Mr. Smith led his nancy and childbirth every year; 
band of right-tolifers in a game some 75,000 die from unsafe or 

legislaf ' ~
would ncx

------------------ --------- new 1 
,, which created much of to esta 

is early and bitter conflict with a 40,i

merit in each of these, partic- 
-----------bang ularly No. 3. Mr. Clinton’s de-

>n committed the

—— oivgai 
would rally public si 
Now comes George W. Bush’s • The Clintonites “did not sfruct new*’relationship? wi 
campaign team, to try where spend enough on a military that China, Russia and India th 
Madeleine Albright and Sandy consumes more taxpayer dol- three bigs of the future. 
Berger have failed. larc ikon oil * -  • j /• ..Too Much Compromise

President Bill Clinton paid a regret-
bly high price to win the House Re­

achievement. Failure to pay these as­
sessments had undermined the United
Nations’ finances, weakened Amer- nun umoaucio m uw **vuau 
ican influence there and put Wash- willing to hold American foreign pol­
ington’s voting rights in the General icy. to their ideological agenda. Al- 
Assembly at risk. The United States though part of only a one-year spend- 
cannot exercise global leadership un- ing bill, the language is likely to re- 
less it honors its financial obligatic

the other hand. I think of this as the number of unwanted preg- who got compromised? Either 
the Chris Smith advantage. nancies. That translates into few- ------ *

The congressman from New er abortions. The money also
Jersey manages to view the en- translates into fewer deaths of ..„.B. „„
tire world through a single fetal women, although women's ident of Planned Parenthood 

inrelenting, uncom- deaths don’t seem to come into describes the

comm; 
within 
respon 
Europe

This
Americ

merger have failed. lars than all other major indus- As core ideas for the cam-
The Bush camp has not trial powers combined. A GWB paign and for governing there is 

spelled it out yet, but prepa- White House will spend more -c *>--
rations for and delivery of the bucks to make the U.S. bang
Texas governor’s first major and shield bigger.
defense and foreign policy • Mr. Clinton committed the 
cunoUt. ITC _.U.__  _ -

To get the UN money approved, the down the White House and walked 
White House compromised on an im- away with a disturbingly large share of 
portant issue of principle, and may ’"ontA/t
have encouraged radical anti-abortion

The Women Most in Need Lose Again
T) OSTON — When I grow By Ellen Goodman terms of the agreement, the type?. 
V YE L Wai]Lt<Lbe -single.; president can either defund the the Pen

l“‘'a .... ,  programs altogether or use that confuse
po- limiting abortion. The short an- waiver, which comes with a power
ther swer is, well, almost nothing. penalty cut of $12.5 million out Mr

used to say, unencumbered by In fact, the funding that goes of international family assist­
facts. You can talk about the one to international groups for fam- ance money, 
hand without woirying about ily planning has greatly reduced 7^“ --------------- ° T - •
the other hand. I think of this as the number of unwanted preg-

5 Canterbury Rd.. Singapore 119800. Tel. (65) 472-7768. Fax: (65) 274-2334 
#1201.191 JavaT^Sn^rTeh52^

Friedrichstr. 15. dOS^Fra^urflM.TeL  ̂ 691971250-20

850 Third Ave..

anu me Bush will concentrate on ,
oxugan rnat Democratic Party as a whole of tir~ *’ ‘ 

ment to improve the notoriously Bradley have already distanced given to 
At „.etrirtk nn ----------7 “h83111!31? conditions of abor- themselves from this deal? national

get restnctis on government non clinics. TT—*>-- - - - - --- ■ ■ -

S-HFw?

saiusESS us

dues to the United Nations. Last week- own money to provide abortions or s
end, White House bargainers agreed to lobby for less harsh abortion laws will t 
new statutory language restricting in- now be legally ineligible for American I 
temational family planning assistance assistance.
that the administration had firmly and As part of the compromise, the ad- , the candidate in the Bi 
rightly resisted in the past. Under- ministration won the right to waive this
standably, advocates for women’s restriction if it chooses. But even with
health and reproductive choice, even the waiver, no more than $15 million in 
including Vice President Al Gore, be- American assistance can be given to
moaned that damaging concession and organizations engaged in abortion ser-
questioned its necessity. vices or lobbying. That is about the

Nevertheless, House approval of the amount that such groups got last year.
UN arrears payments, assuming that The practical effect of these restric-
final details of the agreement can be lions is likely to be small, at least for as
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One of the great disappoint- T»T 
. -------- •'<— -ents is that Madeleine Al- IN (J

game some 75,000 die from unsafe or bright supported the agree
, . , They self-administered abortions, and volunteered to defeno it io ixuu.

would not authoize the money But the deal hacks away at fund- irate population groups To 
topaythe L S demoibeUmted mg for these groups even if they which Amy Coen of Population PARIS 
Nations unU the government use their own money to support Action International replies, an Editi 
agreed to rstnet international or advocate safe abortion. ‘ ‘ She better wear armor ’ ’ recent J

Consider Russia. Under the Ironically, one of Mr. Clin- been tor
PiSiJ Soviets- abortion was once the ton’s first acts as president was from O

This is a compromise? Just

way, America is continuing to
shrink the pot for family plan-

—j. Under the new C1XV UQa pa_y UHC 5 urM 
rules, they could lose money for bills. Those who support family 
birth cnntrnl heronoa _____ _

>oke up for safe abortions. 
The Single-Minded Smithies fact, always expected to under- and pros

to abani 
cure, wmie me man with the policy to 

with familyinning. The short ica. They want to impose a limit tunnel vision wins the day O K the couk 
anS?^n?!b?’ i on free speech in other countries, the rent is overdue. First things disastrou
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. growth from 
better allocati.

Insidt

ag. Perhaps th< 
:d now is re.es.

That vigilance will have to come 
from outside China. The press in Xian,

s.

Compromise for the UN
A month ago, after the defeat of the while retaining the right for the pres- 

Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty, the ident to waive it; if he does, 3 percent of 
Clinton administration seemed incom- the family planning budget will be di-

,But the last days of the budget ne-

Turkey Shal
debt relief. Sunday yieli 
vance, or rescue: The A NKARA — Just as Turkey 

21. was starting to get its re­
covery and reconstruction ef-

mpunting debts to the United Nations.

mara earthquake in August, yet 
another major tremor has.

more quickly this tim, 
the affected region, ai

spending.
As Billthese things with their own money pecially at their unilateral imposition 

from receiving U.S. funds. Forthe past by the United States. But it would be

point that pushes it toward

Americorps Survives Beware EU
Americorps, President Bill Clin- for additional funding that would have

ton’s national. service program, has 
survived the budget warfare in Wash-

allowed Americorps to significantly 
expand its present complement of

tinue supplying nonprofit groups 
around the country with volunteers, who

public last week in Washing- v 
ton in the presence of eight i

housing and parks, and helping 
munities rebuild after natural disa ing the program’s spirit of service in­

stead of trying to kill it.
— THE NEW YORK TIMES.
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ment of UN dues, provided the pres­
ident exercises his waiver.

Assuming that the deal sticks, the

where Mr. Hu worked, has yet to report 
his murder.

— THE WASHINGTON POST.

perhaps more accur- was right to make the deal. The damage 
The foreign aid bill, to population control is smaller than the 

itially left several of the pres- damage to national interests that would 
priorities unfunded, has been have resulted from continued nonpay- 

substantially rescued: There is now
money for Middle East peace, the con-

' tical victories or,
ately, recoveries, 
which init
ident’s priorities unfunded, has

. t Europe, Japan and others may well
bars family planning groups that do grumble at these demands, and es-

of Serbia would ‘ ‘choose cor- n 
rectly.” She found it “really, i 
really, really hard to believe

“not a cent of aid while Slo­
bodan Milosevic reigns.”

The new policy was made 1c

Edita-for Asia: Michael Richardson,
5 Canterbury Rd.. Singapore 119800. Tel. (65) 472-7768. Fax. (65) 274-2334 

*1201. 191 Java RwdJ

.i lateral trade benefits in 
a. -y that would most likely be self- 
defeating. Perhaps the most that can be 
expected now is realism about the 
prospects of “rule of law” in China, 
and vigilance as to whether China hon­
ors its promises.

, its and 
,ie.

a.. '.'4 .power to 
.a from the WTO; it

receive a $4,725 educational stipend in 
exchange for an intensive year perform­
ing worthwhile tasks like tutoring at- 
risk children, restoring <.................

s

d-
As China un- 

. .,ie rule of law in 
•de, this will “help 

.prance domestically of the 
..nportance of equal rights under law,” 
Mr. Lee wrote in a letter to President 
Bill Clinton. Membership in the WTO 
will bolster proponents of economic
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ington. An appropriations measure 
already signed by Mr. Clinton ear­
marks $438.5 million for the valuable 
five-year-old program — roughly the 
same amount as last year.

This will allow Americorps to con-

Once more Turkey needs to i. 
help people rebuild and survive t 
through the coming winter. I

The government has moved 'i 
more quickly this time to assist 
the affected region, and the in- L 
temational community is re- k 
spending. rr.

As Bill Clinton, Kofi Annan re 
and other world leaders meet in rc 
Istanbul this week for a summit ri 
of the Organization for Security E 
and Cooperation in Europe, li 
they will find that Turkey’s re- T 
cent devastating experience E 
may have created a turning s

Serbian opposition politicians <? 
who demand early elections. < 

The next day, Serbian 
Prime Minister Mirko Mar- < 
janovic assailed the delega- '

rot.” This is a radical change h. 
from President Bill Clinton’s s: 

w

tion: “The traveling circus is ' 
not in our land. They went to 
pick up their payment from 
the NATO boss, to get new ■ 
instructions, and probably to 
be criticized for having failed

two years the Clinton administration better if they buried such resentment 
has rejected the Smith language, andjoined America in pushing for a set 
rightly arguing that it would deter of reforms that, as a practical political 
many family planning groups from ac- matter, have become essential to re- 
cepting American support, and so leasing the United Nations from 
would cripple the $385 million pop- budgetary pressure and allowing the 
ulation aid program. world body to move on with its dif-

This year, however, the administra- ficult and necessary work, 
tion has accepted the Smith language, —THEWASHINGTONPOST.

petent to get its foreign policy through a verted to immunization and other pro- 
Congress controlled by the other party, grams that help children in poor coun- 
r>... i— j.,—c .i— >—J-- —. tries. Although family planning advo- 
gotiations have yielded a series of tac- cates dislike this prospect, the president

in their traitor’s duties. ’ ’ <
If Mr. Milosevic accepts the 

idea of calling elections, then ' 
what? On Tuesday, the Ser- < 
bian Parliament agreed to put 
early elections on its agenda, t 
so he has already taken a step si 
in that direction. And, sure, R> 
there are additional conditions hr 
that the opposition wants him lil 
to meet, such as reform of the th 
media and of election laws. cr 

It should be clear that if Mr. cc 
Milosevic calls early elec- fr< 
tions, it is because he believes 
that he can win them.

After Secretary of State al 
Madeleine Albright an- he 
nounced the new policy, she ha 
was repeatedly asked “What sc 
if Milosevic wins?” Three v 
times she half-answered by f< 
saying that surely the people 
nF U/milrl “r'hrxrsco e-r\r t,

T>ARIS — There is a new 
X twist to the adage “Speak 
softly and carry a big stick” in 
the U.S. State Department's ti 
approach to Serbia: “Speak fl 
tough and promise a big car­
rot.” This is a radical change h.

TTONG KONG 
£1 Chinese econc 
big trouble, and ult. 
cannot be rescued wi 
ther economic refon 
kind that will let fore; 
nesses operate far mor 
and fairly.

Even without agreen 
terms.for entry into the 
Trade Organization, 
was going to have to libe 
its economy.

The trade agreement 
■ before the inevitable struc 
reform, may have little 
itive effect anyway. Ci 
does not always live up to 
agreements as foreign nati 
see them.

Ask elderly Falun Go 
practitioners who we 
dragged by their hair fro 
Tiananmen Square this montl

about 40,000 members.
As in previous years, Republicans 

bent on embarrassing the president 
made sure that the House version of the 
budget contained no money for the 
program, forcing its Senate supporters 
to scramble for the funds necessary to 
keep it going at its current level.

Congress undervalues the accom­
plishments of Americorps’ mostly 
young volunteers and the hardworking 
agencies that sponsor them. Next 
year’s debate should focus on spread­

trolling of loose nukes, and Third World i

/.ielded another ad- administration will have to redirect its
_____ ________ administration lobbying energy from Congress to for-
and Congress appear to have reached a eign capitals. The $926 million is to be
deal on paying America’s large and paid to the United Nations over three

4_i..— -u. tt_;,_4 »t.»;— years, and each payment is conditional forts into high gear after the
The UN deal involves a bending of upon reforms at the United Nations that devastation caused by the Mar-

the administration’s family planning will be resisted by many other coun-
policy that understandably dismays tries. Among these reforms, the United
some Democrats. In exchange for free- States wants to reduce its share of the struck, with grievous loss of life ■
ing up $926 million for the United UN budget from 25 to 22 percent, and and extensive damage.
Nations, the administration has had to then eventually down to 20 percent; it "
accept an anti-abortion amendment wants to cut its share of international
offered by Representative Chris Smith, peacekeeping expenditures from 31 to
Republican of New Jersey. The 25 percent; and it wants an automatic
amendment goes beyond long-stand- seat on the UN budget committee in the
ing restrictions on the use of American General Assembly.
aid to promote or perform abortions; it Europe, Japan and others may well

for example, about Beijing’ 
adherence to the United Na 
tions covenant on civil an<

tutoring at- 
dilapidated 

g com- 
„ disasters. 

Disappointingly, however, Con­
gress ignored a White House request

U.K. Advertising Office 40 Marsh Wall, London E14 9TP. Tel. (171)510-5700. Fax: (171) 987-3451 ' 
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working very hard oa a way to do proaches under consideration that 
 that ■■ they refused to discuss.■ t ’

A State Deparnnent spokesman,

By ERIC SCHMITT

i

naa vuiuateereu o« me i<gntmng ror.metttal amendment delaying 
! ban on road taildins in national ft

■ • . j ~ .. cuunmEfi. put Uie uaageL uuu uy-
“aS'.£ SS “• ™n«.»«.? to ».«««".•

I
■ >.'«

Mr. Helms wants a deal because a

« interna, organi™ tint. Usue. has effe^y thwarted
7,. •'■ " < - that promote atonion rights. The : aajr effort to pay the dues tn fnh. tc chaag8S he waws at the

. r /^H-ortrst-vuo '.Ftt kn bn^ Tht» SOOPM^Vfc InhhvirtQ hv Fir ... T ■ ..... _____
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by baddng 
Clinton’s ct
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But in recent months. Dr. Albright,

Nations, has aggressfvely lobbied Md trai wou,d Probah|y 
Republican lawmakers and Mr. Clin- presidential campaign of Vice

-■ •■.

■' • £ '■: •••? L

sssss*1^ Sir =r« FSw. as a woman secretary cf state “£inwh;»M> rant UllrTt*Nations confer’gDCt tbtre,
nied grants to international famjiy-

groups, she's prepar 
beat," said a senior

I

to the United Natiotis, to repay SS26 
million over the next three years has 
been well known.

United Nations, including reducing 
tjudgets and lha United States' share

The United States has burred di­
rect financing for abortion since 
1R73, but the 1984 policy, known fa­
miliarly as "Mexico City*’ because

■ i

'! • w-

yVrw :-V. . 
' I ’.':- ’'■i ' '

I
I
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OFC OF THE FIRST LADY
The United States will lose its vote

. i
4 • •

. "i.-

• . ■■:•■. ■ .••••.• -i*'. '

•v
i

.1
■i

pose if they promoted abortion 
rights.

"The last issue that we will settle, I 
am convinced again." Mr. Armey 
said today, ‘MU be that Mexico 
City."

.< ■ .

• r

r. . , - - •-

The United States will lose its vote The ingredients of a possible deal 
' in the United Nations Geaeral As- include using Mr, Smith's language 

sembly if it falls to meet a Dec. 3! but allowing presidential waivers lor 
deadline for payments. The dispute international organizations that pro­
does not threaten the United States vide abortions or lobby for abortion 
vote or seat on the United Nations' rights. Other elements of a deal 
Security Council.. t would include financial penalties im-

A White House spokesman, Joe posed by Congress on the amount of 
' Laddian, declined to comment on United Stales grants awarded to the 

i any offer Dr. Albright had made, fortigrt organizations if the waivers

Administration and Congressional 
aides said there were other ap-

r'v
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_______ saying, “We’re committed to paying were used.
. our fair share at the United Nations * J

LATE U.S. DUES AT ISSUE•&S!A£?»^”a ’• ’*
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compromise, - ■ - '—■ ‘ ■ ’ * •

law, os a woman secretary at state "Anything that will cut family 
who knows extremely wet! the in- planning is hardly a compromise on 
stinctive concerns of women's .. .. .. 

ired to take the
, . ' admimstratian

official. “She is prepared to meet
with them and explain to them why 
this does not harm our fundamental
position, but that getting the UN.
dues is critical for our national secu­
rity"

...

"d- v " ;

■I. ••-. =]

conservatives are being led by Rep- Thu aggressive lobbying by Dr, 
resentative Christopher H. Smith, Albright and Richard C- Holbrooke, 

; the new Chief united States delegate

particular, have been loath to alien-
ata a core Democratic constituency,
women voters, by backing away
trom President Clinton’s commit-

■' ■■ 5?

w™ Roundtable Mid the United States
Maklnt known Albrlent's in-' Chamber of Commerce are pushing 

uuiu j-ie9iu«H< vjuiiun & ojuijiih'- Maying ‘ . ** for a d^al tn nav hank thft dues and
ment on abortion rights abroad to 1 ««wto at^rb the pohtwel flak dj

... . .1 resolve an increasingly embarrass- a ^sit™5 domestic political oeci-i

ing foreign policy issue. .

"'A

■•,4r

■ .I

/. n

■ ..‘ st: 1: • rt--::;:.' ■

Up to now, the administration has Nations for years, the issue escalat- has faiintly urged both sides tn 
_ u-------. .— ... ......reMiii:ile and caUe(J Has1er1

I SenraUves, as a enrtditwn of repaying of Congress in 1994. Dislike of the on Wednesday to offer his advice,
wachieefftn-c doht tn Hw Tto'uvi n». United Nations bymany [Bwntakers, j- — - -------------------------------------- -
tions, to cut off United States financ- and the linkage of dues to the abur- SenaiTbiu that he sponsoied ties the

: .i\’>

ton to i
threaten American global leader Senate eaaspaign of Hillary Rodham

It also serves to pressure waver- deal Their demand is to write into 
ing White House domestic advisers. ]BW an executive order Issued by

Podesta, the White Hcuse chief, of some of the limelight from Mr. Hol- Mr Cfinton reversed the order in 

staff, that if services offered by abor-

But all sides agree that the politi- 
( . „ ,  eal climate and cast of characters 

comment on any offer or details of fit's J'e&lr enhance the prospects of 
negotiations.

Lawmakers and administration of- ending a three-year ban ie. 
ficials said discussions continued tn- * ■

;. day on the adcrcoa issue, which is
holding up a deal on the United Na-

sticking points in a sosstoiiendmg been pushiag harder to resolve the 
budge: deal. ' Issue. That Is in part because die

Negotiators also faced a new envi- stakes are higher.
a There are also practical budget

: •/; Says She d Absorb Complaints Jaines ?■ Rubm, also declined to
: .1 . „ , . - ' comment on any offer or details of

Over Cuts in Funds That i
Back Abortion Rights flusyear,for'instance,Mr Clinton
, ° •■. day on the abornon issue, which is is f-'^ from the distractions of the

ry i — ------------——_ - holding up a deal os the United Na- Lewinsky scandal and advisers like
By ERIC SCHMITT . - . tions payments, one of the last major Dr. Albright and.Mr. Hnlbrooke have 

Washington, Nov. h - secre­
tary of State Madeleine K. Albright
has ■rolunteered to be the lightning

I uJ auuruu.i han m road building in national for- considerations for stnkmg a aeai
j rights groups if President Clinton a dispute over debt relief to this year. Under the T997 balanced

rnmnwuricot with PniAiSriocc z->n »s »_____._ . ... ... ______

''Anything that will cm family
treS'ZriLn“ sakI orgmuzations for any pur-
the issue of abortion, said Susan y nmmniort ahnT-tinn
Cohen, assistant director of policy
development for the Aten Guttmach-
er Institute, a research and advoca­
cy group.

Despite declarations that a dtee!
may he near, roily a tiny number of
people are intimately involved with
the talks, mainly between Steve Ric-
chetti, a White House deputy chief of
staff, and Scott B. Painter, chief of
Staff for the speaker of the House, J.
Dennis Hasten of Ulmois.

" 1 . - A - r ' - • k "
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There are also practical budget 

considerations for strikin® a deal

United States owes the United Na- left on the bargaining table. tions without having to make cuts in
wnis, senior administration officials “There’s still a great deal of rigor other programs. Next year, that will 
said today- -' - on that, as regarding the question of not be allowed, making repayment in

AS a cabinet member who sup- whether or not American tax dollars ^election year much more oifficult.
ports abortic® rights, Dr. Albright should be used by the UN. or any Republicans are also feeling some 
has urged the White House to cut a other agencies to lobby other nations pressure. Some conservatives do not

i deal that some administration offi- un their abortion laws," said Repre- want to give Mr. Clinton ammunition
1 . dais fear could strike some Clinton sentative Dick Armey of Texas, the m fuel his charges that Republicans

supporters as a retreat from the House majority leader. are Isolationist
preslifeni's pledge to defend abortion While the United States has bad Senator Jesse Helms, a North Car-
riBbts. disputes over its debts to the United Republican who opposes abor-

fTn >/« ViAin «s«9aMiaa4»aMto.*4MM kr,n klatiMBse* 4^- SnMavuh . r . . • ■> . . . •

’ I refused a demand from House con- ed after the Republicans took control

Washiagtnn's debt to the United Na-

■ ; . .-• ...

ci

lor a deal to pay back the dues and 
carry out reforms at the United Na- 
lionsslon serves severd purposes. Tbe Benfir Wor!d Campai a

- -------------------------------- ------ t » Pupates abortion nghu groups group Turne®

a former ambassador to the United ,“^a <’es . advocates repaying the debt, has
'■1"‘ *“ *'•: hired Haley Barbour, former chair­

lean lawmakers and Mr. Clin- ®« presidential campaign oi vice Man cf Republican National
resolve several issues that President^A! Gore and the CcinDmitiee. to lobby on Its behalf.

1   * — it still remains unclear whether
ship: the United Nations dues, debt CTintw,. _____ ___ House conservatives will support a
relief to impoverished countries and F / -       ---------- 
foreign aid. i  ‘ ’ „

Dr. Albright recently told John. D, And It eottid be intended to steal President Ronald Reagan in 1984.

brooke, with whom Dr. Albright has 1993, shortly after taking office, 

lien rights groups overseas are only had a tense relationship
minimally affected by any deal, the Family planning groups reacted 
adminisatetio-i should be willing to cautfougjy to reports of Dr Al-
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icn provision 
would write ii

•It s aooui IOC issue Ot using LUX- Since isai, MI. wuui uoj that lAhhu tnr
puyernwn.ytofundnbortions.-said Republican SpeakerNewlt Gmgnch

Ihe most fervent suppoi
■ consequences for the

But conservatives reject such a

rXJTrX SSsSsr»

public policy at Population Action 
international, a research and advo-

Eljc Jfcto Work Enncs
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nation’s global 
leadership.

Abortion Discord Holds Up 
U.N. Dues and U.S. Budget

cy advisers to accept Mr. Smith's 
terms, and instead has stayed loyal 
w a core Democratic issue and an

By ERIC SCHMITT

WASHINGTON, Nov. 10 - The 
white-hot domestic issue of abortion 
is holding up a deal to pay nearly 31
billion the United States owes the
United Nations, which in turn is one ___________________________
of the main sticking points bloating a gWe dared w declare victory a

and’the White House.
Up to now, the Republican-con*

Michele Davis, a s|
Representative Did
as, the House majority leader and 
chief Republican negotiator on the 
issue.

But Mr. Clinton has rejected the

sponsored by Representatives 
James C. Greenwood, Republican of t 
Pennsylvania, and Nita M. Lowey, 
Democrat of New York. The meas­
ure, which the House approved in

vided the United Nations meets cer- ganizations that provide abortions or

budgets and the United States’ share ton Invoked such waivers, however, 
■ Congress would penalize the adraiti-
This year, however, many RepuMl- istratlon by cutting the amount of 

cans are cringing from criticism that grants the United States awarded. 
a core ucmuuouu u»uC «. the United States could lose its large- ‘•Unacceptable,’’ Representative 

important Democratic constituency 1? symbolic vote in the United Na- Nancy Pelosi, Democrat of Califor-

at the risk of increasing world ridi­
cule and opprobrium that the lone 
global superpower was fast emerg­
ing as a global deadbeat.

“At Its core, this is an issue of free 
speech and providing health services
that affects women's lives,” said
Terri Bartlett, vice president for

"We are a year away from a presi­
dential election that may again put a 
Republican in the White House,” said 
the magazine's editorial. “That pres­
ident will be able to restore the pro- 
life Mexico City policy with the 
stroke of a pen."

Moreover, the editorial continued, 
‘By seeming to be too cheap to pay 

our U.N. dues, Republicans win have 
needlessly handed the Democrats an 
issue for the 2000 campaign.”

Both sides hold out compromises. 
Abortion rights groups say they

2 Sides Refuse to Yield on Core Principles Even The Weekly Standard, a con­

servative magazine, cautioned re- 
••We?re very close,” Senator Don h01ding the back dues

Nickles of Oklahoma, the assistant ^tage to the abortion language 
Republican leader, said tonight, add- only fueled Mr. Clintoti'S accusation 
ing that negotiators were "tweak- Republicans are isolationist,
ing” the language of a compromise caUe(:, on Mr Snuth to releilL 
whose terms he refused to discuss

So much Is at stake that neither

M — - aiuc w —————— ..—.—. a
budget agreement between Congress versicn u rcache<t

-- abortion provision that Mr.
Up to now, the Republican-con- Smith wants would write into law an

trolled Congress and the Cflnton ad- ex8CuttVe order issued by President
ministration have refused to budge Reagan in 1934. Mr. Clinton
on what both sides consider a litmus r^^ed the order in 1993, shortly
test of thei r core principles. An unin- ^king office.
tended consequence Is that the abor united States has barred di-
tion fight is threatening to under- financing for abortion since
mine the wholly unrelated Issue of 1973i pm aie 1984 policy, known fa-
Uuited Sates global leadership. millarly as "Mexico City" since Mr.

House conservatives, led by Rep- Reagan announced it during a United ort,rto7„0h, ^-nt a nrnvision
resentative Christopher H. Smith, Nations conference there, demed
Republican of New Jersey, are de 5rants to international family-plan-
mandlng that the United States cut Ding organizations for any purpose if

cacy group.
Despite Carving out these hard­

line positions, both the White House 
and Republicans on Capitol Hill said 
the two Side were tantalisingly close 
to striking a deal.

off financing to international organi- they promoted abortion rights, 
cations that promote abortion rights Since gaining control of Congress

Wire theTTZsion info law And July by a vote of 221 to 208. would cut 
since 1997. Mr. Smith has nressured United Sates financing from h,t5r-

Trt^lUmtS to supportlim to m- local laws prohibit such lobby-

“We’ve got problems with it," said 
J Susan Cohen, a vice president for 

ise. Even development at the Alan Guttmach-

North Carolina, who staunchly op- P^P- "Bw' “ *a£E 1156 Price

House approach, largely because it live with it.'

overseas as the price for paying in 1994, Republicans have tried to 

Washington’s back dues. t..— — T“
“It's about the issue of using tax- since 1997, Mr. Smith has pressured

.. ■ ■— (st * wa »»--*' *— —— —
' taching the abortion provision cobills mg.

A domestic fight with
LIUS u* luv C • ttv- -----------------•-----------------

SenatorJesse Helms, Republican of er Institute, a research and advoca- 
North Carolina, who staunchly op* cy group. "But d tha£s the price to 
poses abortinn, disagrees with the | pay *^8^ &e U-N- dues’ we COTld

blocks reforms at the United Nations
- that he wants. compromise as toothless.

’ A Senate bill sponsored by Mr. ■ One possibility conservatives are 
leswoman for ' Helms authorizes 3926 million over discussing ui to adopt Mr Smith s

arrears at the United Nations, pro- issue waivers tar international or-

tain conditions, including reducing lobby for abortion righolf Mr. Clin-

ssss-ayesiKi 

cans are cringing from criticism that grana the United States awarded, 
the United States could lose its large- ••Unacceptable,'* Representative 

ttons General Assembly if it does not nia, said today of the "double waiv­
er” idea.

Nonetheless, many lawmakers 
and advocacy groups sensed a deal 

was near. 
“This is the pressure-cooker 

point," Ms. Bartlett said.


