















































THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release October 7, 1993

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
IN WHITE HOUSE PRESIDENTIAL ARTS MEDAL CEREMONY

The South Lawn

2:26 P.M. EDT

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much. To our
distinguished honorees and all of you in the audience. I want to say
a special word of thanks to Jane Alexander and to Dr. Sheldon Hackney
for their leadership of our administration's efforts in the arts and
humanities. (Applause.)

As a person who at various times in his life has been a
frustrated writer and a frustrated musician, this is an extremely
humbling event for me today. (Laughter.) But I've been getting a
lot of training in humility lately. (Laughter.) I have a Vice
President who humbles me all the time by all the things he teaches me
about things great and insignificant -- (laughter) -- and who unlike
me actually got to go on David Letterman to prove how funny he was.
(Laughter.)

And I have a wife who swept the television ratings last
week talking about the arcana of health care with a passion and an
eloquence -- (applause). As if that weren't bad enough, USA Today
had the bad grace to go out and poll the American people, and 40
percent of them said she was smarter than I am. (Laughter.) To
which I reply, of course, what kind of dummy do you think I am.
(Laughter.) How else would I have gotten elected President.

And just to drive this humility home -- this is the

actual true part of this wonderful story -- I went to southern
California last week, or the first of this week, and I was looking
forward to staying in the Beverly Hilton -- it seemed like an exotic

sort of place. And I showed up, and Merv Griffin, who owns it, shook
hands with me, and took me up to the floor where I was staying --
there is only one person who is a permanent resident of the floor
where I stayed in the Beverly Hilton -- Rodney Dangerfield --
(laughter) =-- who said they had put me there because we seem to
belong together. (Laughter.) And gave me 12 roses with a little
respect on a gift card. (Laughter.)

I am delighted to be here to honor this year's winners
of the National Medal of the Arts and the Charles Frankel Prize --
men and women whose achievements represent the enduring power of the
a.c 2 Wwescd+diec and, in a larger sense, of the creative spirit in
all of our lives.

Throughout history, the arts and humanities have been
the cultural signature of this great nation. They have enabled
Americans of all backgrounds and walks of life to gain a deeper
appreciation of who they are as individuals and who we all are as a
society, stirring our minds and our senses, stimulating learning and
collective discourse, the arts and humanities teach us in ways that
nothing else can about the vastness and the depth of human
experience. They are our great equalizers. We inherit them, and we
can all participate in them.
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Whether or not one plays an instrument, reads poetry,
learns to pirouette, or spends hours alone in a local art gallery, we
all have the capacity to be moved by a song, a poem, a story, a
dance, a painting. We can feel our spirit soar when we see an
intriguing film, or the sudden illumination of a new idea, or an old
idea put in a new way.

At a time when our society faces new and profound
challenges, at a time when we are losing so many of our children, at
a time when so many of our people feel insecure in the face of
change, the arts and humanities must remain a vital part of our lives
-- as individuals and as a nation.

For 200 years, the freedom of our artistic and
intellectual imagination has contributed to the quality of our civic
life. It has helped to shape American ideas of democracy, of
pluralism, of tolerance. Three decades ago, President Kennedy said
this: "There's a connection, hard to explain logically but easy to
feel, between achievement and public life, and progress in the arts."
The Jeffersonian era gave birth not only to the Declaration of
Independence, but also to beautiful Monticello. The age of Lincoln
produced the Emancipation Proclamation, along with the Hudson River
School of Painting and the writings of Ralph Waldo Emerson, Henry
David Thoreau and Harriet Beecher Stowe.

The first half of this century gave us universal
suffrage and the empowerment of American workers, as well as Charlie
Chaplin, Frank Lloyd Wright, wWilliam Faulkner, Marian Anderson and
Duke Ellington.

The same unbridled energy and potent imagination that
took Americans to the moon inspired rock and roll, Motown, modern
dance and a new emphasis on civil and human rights.

Those of you gathered with us today are reminders that
the human imagination is still the most powerful tool we have in
moving forward as a civilization. You provoke our minds, you enliven
our senses, endow our souls, help us to give our lives meaning.
That's why public support for the arts and humanities remains
essential today and for generations to come. (Applause.)

Today, we are indeed fortunate to have inspiring new
leaders working in government to expand our artistic and humanistic
endeavors, to carry on our heritage to future generations. I'm very
proud of the work and the life that Sheldon Hackney and that Jane
Alexander have lived before they came to this work. I thank them for
their work here. And I tell you that we welcome all of you to give
us your ideas, your suggestions and your energy as we try to move
forward together.

Now it is a privilege to call forward the following
recipients of the National Medal of Arts.

First, the contributions of Walter and Leonore Annenberg
to American culture can literally not be overstated. The Annenbergs
have enriched our appreciation of the arts through public service,
publishing, aliu us oc. . members of major arces institutions. They
have given generously of their time and their money. And they
provided among other things the magnificent portrait of Benjamin
Franklin, which hangs in the Green Room at the White House -- one of
the most prized possessions of this, your American home. (Applause.)

(Medal is presented.)

The legendary vocalist and bandleader Cab Calloway has
had indeed a remarkable career -- one of the originators of American
jazz. An enduring figure in popular music, Cab Calloway added "Hi-
dee-ho" and the "scat" sound to our musical vocabulary.
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And for those of us who have lived a while, we can enjoy
seeing the brightness of his smile in our memories going back for
decades., He is an American original, and I am deeply honored that
he's here with us today. (Applause.)

(Medal is presented.)

MR. CALLOWAY: Hi-dee-ho! (Applause.) Thank you very,
very much. This comes on a very, very beautiful day for me. This is
my 49th wedding anniversary. (Applause.) My wife is here =-=-.
(Applause.)

Literally for decades, Ray Charles has been one of
America's favorite singers. From his roots in Georgia, he became one
of the first great truly American singers, one of the first to
combine the dynamic energy of gospel music with rhythm and blues.
His songs are indelibly etched in the hearts of millions of
Americans.

I can tell you that it's a particular honor for me to
give him this award today, because I suppose no singer ever had a
bigger impact on my musical life than Ray Charles. I still remember
over there in Constitution Hall a concert I attended on June the
24th, 1967. I was notable for being one of a few members of my race
in the audience. And Ray Charles electrified that crowd so much that
that night, I literally could not go to sleep until 5 a.m. in the
morning ~-- I went out and ran three miles to get the energy out. And
I still remember to this day the date of the concert. That is
testament to the enduring impact of this phenomenal American
original. (Applause.)

(Medal is presented.)

Our next honoree, I believe, is part of the only
brother-sister team ever to receive this great award. Bess Lomax
Hawes has played a major role in the American folk movement since the
1940s as a singer, a teacher, a composer, an author of articles and
books that help bring the folk arts into the lives of countless
Americans. At a time when our native folk arts are largely lost to
millions of our younger people, she has performed an invaluable
service to our nation in helping us to remember who we are and how we
got here. (Applause.)

(Medal is presented.)

You know what she said? She said, I wish all the
beautiful artists I've recorded and seen across the years in this
country were here to receive this award for me. They were the
inspiration for what I did. Thank you. (Applause.)

Poet and educator, Stanley Kunitz has spent a life
opening America's eyes and ears to poetry. He makes the ordinary
become extraordinary, the everyday become timeless and significant.
He was awarded the Pulitzer Prize for Poetry in 1959, and his works
grace us sti"M?

Welcome, Stanley Kunitz. (Applause.)

Robert Merrill has been acclaimed by critics as one of
the great natural baritones of the century. He's appeared in 787
performances at the Metropolitan Opera over a 3l-year operatic
career. He's also sung on Broadway and many solo recitals and on
television. And all of us who have ever heard him sing wish, as I
tried to persuade him to do today, that this would be the 787th
performance. (Laughter.) He turned me down, but I still think we
should give him the medal.
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Mr. Robert Merrill. (Applause.)
(Medal is presented.)

Arthur Miller has given our nation some of the finest
plays of this century. His character, Willy Loman in "Death of a
Salesman, " caught the public's imagination by conveying the tension
and drama of a common man's life. In "The Crucible," he focused on
issues of conscience by probing the Salem witch trials of the late
17th century. He won the Pulitzer Prize for Drama in 1949. The
thing that has always impressed me about him was the continuing
energy he has brought to his work over such a long period of time,
seeming forever young with something always new to say. Please
welcome Arthur Miller. (Applause.)

(Medal is presented.)

Robert Rauschenberg is one of America's most innovative
artists whose remarkable works have been displayed in museums and
galleries around the world, and who has really helped to transform
our notions of contemporary art. Modern art is often inaccessible to
a lot of people who don't go to art galleries and often don't
understand it. I have personally been impressed by how many people I
know who don't count themselves as connoisseurs, who have seen and
been moved by the works of our next honoree, Robert Rauschenberg.
(Applause.)

(Medal is presented.)

He's also a pretty good comic. I said it's great to see
you here today. He said, oh, I'll show up for this anytime.
(Laughter.)

Lloyd Richards has devoted his career to promoting
theater in America.. As Dean; of the Yale School of Drama and Artistic
Director of the Yale Repertory Theater, he has trained some our
nation's finest young talents, many of whom have turned into our
finest, not so young talents, helping to make for him a remarkable
legacy for which we are all grateful, Lloyd Richards. (Applause.)

(Medal is presented.)

Well, I got another little lesson in humility back
there. He said, you both have said some nice things today; and then
he looked at me and he said, and you did something for stand-up
comedy also. (Laughter.) And then he said, well, at least you
didn't set it back. (Laughter.)

William Styron's haunting works, including "Lie Down in
Darkness," "The Confessions of Nat Turner," and "Sophie's Choice"
capture our history and character with a passion and insight few
others have ever achieved. His compelling prose as a fiction writer
and essayist has won him readers around the world -- those of us who
anxiously await each new word.

T can tell you that as a young southerner, the impact of
“"The Confessions oi Jdac ~.r.aer" on me was truly scuuning. And I can
say that for a whole generation of us who had never quite found words
to give expression to many of the things we had imagined until we
read the works of William Styron. (Applause.)

(Medal is presented.)

Paul Taylor has been one of our nation's preeminent
dancers and choreographers for more than three decades. And I might
say, he looks as if he could outdance most of us in this country
still today. His more than 80 works explore the richness, the
complexity of the American character, and graphically demonstrate the
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deep undercurrents of human relations in a way few other
choreographers have ever been able to do. Please join me in
welcoming Paul Taylor. (Applause.)

(Medal is presented.)

Since coming to this country in the 1930s, Billy Wilder
has helped to transform the American motion picture industry. As a
writer, director and producer, his name attached to many classics of
American film. He's won six Academy Awards and millions of fans.
And, perhaps most important, he's given us a lot of moving movie
moments. If you've never laughed at a funny Billy Wilder picture,
you have never laughed. (Laughter.) Mr. Billy Wilder. (Applause.)

(Medal is presented.)

Now, it is my great honor to introduce the winners of
the Charles Frankel Prize. Ricardo E. Alegria is an historian and
anthropologist who has dedicated his career to the study and public
appreciation of Caribbean culture. I'm glad to see so many of his
supporters from his native Puerto Rico today, and I thank him for
coming this long way to be with us. Mr. Alegria. (Applause.)

(Award is presented.)

In a 50-year career as a writer and a teacher, historian
John Hope Franklin has been a leading scholar of African-American
studies and an active voice in the social transformation of America.
He's won nearly 100 honorary degrees. He's served on the National
Council of Humanities. His writings have illuminated his subject for
a whole generation after generation of young readers. I was once one
of them -- a reader, and young =-- reading John Hope Franklin.

And I'd like to say that one of the great moments of our
1992 campaign was when John Hope Franklin came on one of our bus
trips with us; and Al Gore and Tipper and Hillary and I sat and had a
chance to visit with him, and really learn something from a man who
has mastered the mystery of America. John Hope Franklin.
(Applause.)

(Award is presented.)

Hanna Holborn Gray has had a truly remarkable career.
She served for 15 years as President of the University of Chicago,
where she became a highly visible and widely acclaimed advocate for
higher education. She has been honored for her scholarship, her
words and her work in many ways, especially in receiving the
Presidential Medal of Freedom, our country's highest civilian award.
She deserves greatly the award she receives today. Hanna Gray.
(Applause.)

(Award is presented.)

After a distinguished career as Chairman and Chief
Executive Officer of Time Incorporated, Andrew Heiskell was appointed
founding chairmaii . t! = President's Committee on Arts and Humanities
in 1982, As a leader in promoting the Arts and Humanities, he
energetically, and I echo energetically, persuaded cultural leaders
and business executives to support cultural activities and
institutions. He filled a void in American life at a time when we
need him. And today we thank him for that. Andrew Heiskell.
(Applause.)

(Award is presented.)

There are a lot of funny people. He said, all this anc
dinner, too? (Laughter.)
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Historian Laurel T. Ulrich has introduced both scholarly
and public audiences to the lives of ordinary people in New England's
past. Her recent book "A Midwife's Tale: The Life of Martha
Ballard, Based on Her Diary," won the 1991 Pulitzer Prize for
History, among other honors.

Now that I have become President, perhaps I can say this
with greater authority than would otherwise be the case -- we often
times tend to see our history too much through the lives and works of
the famous and not enough through the remarkable lives of the people
who are not famous. She has made a truly significant contribution to
our understanding of our roots. And for that we thank her.
(Applause.)

(Award is presented.)

And now I have one last special honor, and that is to
present to Congressman Sidney Yates the Presidential Citizens Medal
for his exemplary deeds of service in the area of arts and
humanities. The last time Congressman Yates was here for an occasion
at the White House, it happened to be on the day he and his wife were
celebrating their 58th wedding anniversary. And today, we honor him
for that many years, and more, of dedication to our common cause.
Congressman Yates, please come forward. (Applause.)

(Medal is awarded.)

Again, let me thank the honorees for being here today,
thank all of you in the audience who have come to support them and to
support the arts.

Before we go, I just can't resist saying this. Just
before I came out here, I learned today that a great American writer
and a. friend of Hillary's and mine's, Tony Morrison was awarded the
Nobel Prize for Literature today. (Applause.) I hope that in the
years and struggles ahead we will work hard together to keep the arts
and humanities alive and flourishing -- not just here in the nation's
capital or in the cultural capitals of this great land, but in every
community and in every neighborhood.

Remember, all the people we honor today were once in an
ordindary community in an ordinary neighborhood living only with the
imagination they had that brought them to this day and this honor.
We have to find that imagination and fire it in the children all over

Anmerica.
Thank you all and God bless you. (Applause.)
END 2:55 P.M. EDT
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spirited ceremony on the South Lawn
Then, a few hours later, they held their
first offical dinner since January, for
the honorees and other luminaries.
“We knew we wanted to make a state-
ment about the arts and humanites
and this gave us an rturuty. We
had the awards, we hagp&ct laureate]
Rita Dove beginning her tenure at the
Library of Congress. We wanted to
bring all the threads together.”

There was also the opportune tim-
ing of the announcement of the Nobel
Prize for literature to Toni Morrison,
an American writer and a fnend of the
Clintons. *I was just bursting with
pride,” said the president.

Earlier, at the offical awards cere-
mony in the shadow of towering mag-
notias on the South Lawn, Clinton de-
scribed himself as a frustrated
entertainer and politician. He joked
wistfully about Gore’s appearance on
David Letterman. He sad Mrs. Clin-
ton’s testimony on health care had
“swept the television ratings last
week.” He took a swipe at USA To-
day's poll last week in which 40 per-
cent of the people had said Hillary Clin-
ton is smarter than he is. “To whxch |
reply, ‘Of course. What kind of dununy
do you think | am? How else would |
have gotten elected president? *

There was appreciative laughter
from the audience, which was waiting
for the president to confer on 18 peo-
ple the 1993 National Medal of Arts or
the Charles Frankel Prize for humani-
ties. “They have enabled Americans of
all backgrounds and waks of life to
gain a decper apprediation of who they
are as individuals and who we all are as
a society,” said Clinton, returning to his
senous notes. “Stirring our minds and
our senses, stimulating learrung and
ccllective discourse, the arts and hu-
manities teach us in ways that pothing
else can about the vastness and the
depth of human expenence.”

As the awards were presented, Clin-
ton told story after story about the in-
fuence of the honorees on the country
and its president.

“T suppose no singer ever had a big-
ger impact on my musal lfe than Ray
Charles,” he said, as the star stood with
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The President’s Warm Salute
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Hillary Clinton. *1 still renicnixr o%e r
there in Constitution Hall a concert |
attended on June the 24th, 1967. | was
notable fer being one of a few mem-
bers of my race in the avdience. Ray
Charles electrified that crowd so much
that night I literally could not go to
slecp until 5 in the morming. | went out
and ran three miles to get the energy
out.”

In introdudng author Wiliam Sty-
ron, Clinton said, “1 can tell you that as
a young Southerner, the impact of
*The Confessions of Nat Turner’ on me
was ruly stunning, and | can say that
for a whole generation of us who had
never quite found words to give ex-
pression to many of the thngs we had
imagined until we read the works of
William Styron.”

A reader o history as well, Clinton
said John Hope Franklin had also
helped to open his eyes. “His wntings
have Wuminated his subjects for . ..
generation after generation of young
readers. | was once one of them—a
reader and young.”

Also honored were: philanthropists
Walter and Leonore Annenberg, band-
leader Cabell “Cab” Caloway, folklorist
Bess Lomax Hawes, poet Stanley Kun-
itz, opera singer Robert Mernl, play-
wright Arthur Miller, artist Robert
Rauschenberg, theater director Lloyd
Richards, choreographer Paul Taylor,
movie director Billy Wilder, anthropol-
ogist Richard Alegria, educator Harina
Holbomn Gray, phdanthropist Andrew
Heiskell and historian Laurel Thatcher
Ulnch.

In the audience were songwriter
Carly Simon, actress Anjlica Huston,
sculptor Robert Graham. producer
George Stevens Jr., author Terry Mc-
Millan, actor Theodore Bikel, singer
Roberta Peters, comedians Anne
Meara and Jerry Stiler, playwright Au-
gust Wilson and colunnist Art Buch-
wald.

Also present were actress Jane Al-
exander, who is expecied to be swom
in today as chairman of the National
Endowment for the Arts, and historian
Sheldon Hackney, the new chairman of
the National Endowment for the Hu-
manities.

The president’s attempts at comedy
got some immediate reviews. After
taking with director Richards, Clinton
said he had received another lesson in
humility. “He said, ‘You both have sad
some nice things today.” And then he
looked at me, and he sad, ‘And you did
something for stand<pp comedy also.'
And then he sad, ‘Well, at least you
didn’t set it back.' * And then the
stand-up neophyte paid tribute to a
master. Citing the contributions of Wil-
der, Clinton said, “If you've never
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the cultural electricity
g down, the peerless
gave an impromptu ren-
And, in a response just
ernll sang

planned, unexpected,

at the White House was becor'mng overcharged.

turning to Vice President Gore.

tyne Price stood up and
“Her voice just took over the room,” Gore said. *

and humanities creators
“It was awesome, wasn't it,” President Clinton said

Just as dinner was windin

Toward the end of yesterday’s whirl of tributes to
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as spontaneous, the renowned Robert M
*T'll Be Loving You Always."
then Robert Merrill. It was un,

ition of “Stardust Memories.
and yes, awesome.”

a few minutes later,

arts
Leon
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Liccked at a funny Billy Wilder picture,
you have never laughed.”

At last night’s glitzy black-tie dinner,
the Clintons added a few more mar-
quee names for the meal of habbut, ba-
by vegetables and rice. As the cultural
notables, from Leontyne Pree to Carly
Simon to lsaac Stem, arnved, they
spoke of how essential White House
support is for their efforts.

“This is a direction so many of us
hoped for from this house to the whole
country,” said violinist Stern. "It is very
important, and perhaps more singular-
ly important on a day as difficult as
this. It encapsulates the continuing un-
potance of beauty and lfe that gees
beyond the strains of contemporary
ume.”

Opera star Price paused dramatical-
ly and said, “Any attention to the arts, |
think, is wonderfu.”

Simon, who was wearing the eve-
ning's show-stopping dress, a black
sheath with a see-through black lace
bodice, said she was anucipating even
more emphasis on the arts from the
Clintons. “It is reminiscent of the Ken-
nedy administration, and to see that re-
spect given again can do a lot for the

esteem of arusts and morale. | will be |

produaing better albums.”

When he offered his toast, the presi-
dent thanked all of his guests for their
“contributions to the rich cultural life of
our great nation.” He said he had had a
“wonderful time® with the honorees
earlier at the South Lawn ceremory.
“So many of you have forgiven my ad-
b jokes, I might ask you back next
wecek. | may have you tell my datghier
that I'm funny after ail.”

To the honorees, he said: “\We are
all very much in your debt. You have
each 1n your own way enriched our
lives and helped us to learn more, feel
more deeply and become more of the
people God meant for us to be.”
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spinted ceremony on the South Lawn.
Then, a few hours later, they held their
first ofbcal dinner smce January, for
the honorees and other luminaries.
“We knew we wanted to make a state-
ment about the arts and hurnanities
and this gave us an rtunity. We
had the awards, we had t laureate)
Rita Dove beginning her tenure at the
Library of Congress. We wanted to
bring all the threads together.”

There was also the opportune tim-
ing of the announcement of the Nobel
Prize for literature to Toni Mormison,
an American writer and a friend of the
Clintons. I was just bursting with
pride,” said the president.

Earlier, at the official awards cere-
mony in the shadow of towenng mag-
nolias on the South Lawn, Clinton de-
scribed himself as a frustrated
entertainer and politician. He joked
wistfuly about Gore's appearance on
David Letterman. He said Mrs. Clin-
ton’s testimony on health care had
“swept the television ratings last
week.” He took a swipe at USA To
day’s poll last week in which 40 per-
cent of the people had said Hitary Clin-
ton is smarter than he is. “To which |
reply, ‘Of course. What kind of dummy
do you think | am? How else would |
have gotten elected president” *

There was appreciative faughter
from the audience, which was waiting
for the president to confer on 18 peo-
ple the 1993 National Medal of Arts or
the Charles Frankel Prize for human-
ties. “They have enabled Amenicans of
all back.grounds and waks of life to
gain a deeper appredation of who they
are as individuals and who we all are as
a society,” said Clinton, returning to his
senous notes. “Stirring our minds and
our senses, stimulating learning and
ccllective discourse, the arts and hu-
manjtes teach us in ways that nothing
else can about the vastness and the
depth of human experience.”

As the awards were presented, Clin-
ton told story after story about the -
fluence of the honorees on the country
and its president.

“l suppose no singer ever had a big-

tmpact on my musiaal life than Ray
harles,” he said, as the star stood with
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Toward the end of yesterday’s whirl of tributes to

arts and humanities creators.
at the White House was

By Jacqueline Trescott

The President’s Warm Salute

Guys’ Horns
To Arts and H

Hillary Clinton. I stll remerniner ower
there in Constitution Hall a concert |
attended on June the 24th, 1967. | was
notable for being one of a few mem-
bers of my race in the auvdience. Ray
Charles electrified that crowd so much
that night I Literally could not go to
sleep untl S in the moming. [ went out
and ran three miles to get the energy
out.”

In introducing author William Sty-
ron, Clinton said, “1 can tell you that as
a young Southerner, the impact of
“The Confessions of Nat Tumer’ on me
was truly stunning, and | can say that
for a whole generation of us who had
never quite found words to give ex-
pression to many of the things we had
imagined until we read the works of
William Styron.”

A reader of history as wel, Clinton
said John Hope Franklin had also
helped to open his eyes. “His wntings
have illuninated his subjects for ...
generation after generation of young
readers. | was once one of them—a
reader and young.”

Also honored were: philanthropists
Walter and Leonore Armenberg, band-
leader Cabell “Cab” CaBoway, folklonst
Bess Lomax Hawes, poet Staney Kun-
1z, opera singer Robert Memnll, play-
wright Arthur Miller, artist Robert
Rauschenberg, theater director Lloyd
Richards, choreographer Paul Taylor,
movie director Blly Wilder, anthropol-
ogist Richard Alegria, educator Hanna
Holbom Gray, philanthropist Andrew
Heiskell and historian Laurel Thatcher
Ulnich.

In the audience were songwriter
Carly Simon. actress Anjelica Huston,
sculptor Robert Graham. producer
George Stevens Jr., author Terry Mc-
Millan, actor Theodore Bikel, singer
Roberta Peters, comedians Anne
Meara and Jerry Suller, playwright Au-
gust Wilson and cotumnist Art Buch-
wak.

Also present were actress Jane Al-
exander, who is expected to be sworn
in today as chairmnan of the Nabona)
Endowment for the Arts, and historian
Sheldon Hackney, the new chairman of
the Nationa] Endowment for the Hu-
manities.

The presdent’s attempts at comedy
got some immediate reviews. After
taking with director Richards, Clinton
said he had received another lesson in
humility. “He said. “You both have said
some nice things today." And then he
looked at me, and he said, "And you did
something for standp comedy also.’
And then he said, ‘Well, at least you
didn’t set it back.’” And then the
stand-up neophyte paid tribute to a
master. Citing the contributions of Wil-
der, Clinton said, “If you've never

y

ged.
g down, the peerless

up and gave an impromptu ren-
, unexpected,

And, in a response just
Mernll sang

, the cultural electricit

becoming overchar

turning to Vice President Gore,

over the room,” Gore said. *
rrill. It was unplanned

awesome.”

“It was awesome, wasn't it,” President Clinton said

Just as dinner was windin

as spontaneous, the renowned Robert

dition of “Stardust Memories,”
“T'll Be Loving You Always.”

Leontyne Price stood
“Her voice just took
then Robert Me
and yes,

a few minutes later,

La:cked) at a funny Billy Wider pictuze,
you have never laughed.”

At last rught's glitzy black-tie dinver,
the Clintons added a few more mar-
quee names for the meal of halibut, ba-
by vegelables and rice. As the cultural
notables, from Leontyne Price to Carly
Simon to Isaac Stern, amrived, they
spoke of how essenuia) White House
support is for their efforts.

“This is a direction so many of us
hoped for from this house to the whole
country,” sai viotnist Stern. “It is very
important, and perhaps mose singular-
ly important on a day as difficult as
this. It encapsulates the continuing im-
portance of beauty and lfe that gees
beyond the strains of contemporary
time.”

Opera star Price paused dramatical
Iy and said, “Any attenuon to the ants, |
think, is wonderful.”

Sumon, who was weanng the eve-
ning's show-stopping dress, a black
sheath with a see-through black lace
bodice, said she was anucipating even
more emphasis on the arts from the
Clintons. “It is reminiscent of the Ken-
nedy administration, and to see that re-
spect given again can do a lot for the
esteem of arusts and morale. 1 will be
producing better albums.”

When he offered his toast, the presi-
dent thanked all of his guests for their
“contributions to the rich cultural life of
our great nation. He said he had had a
“wonderfiul time® with the honorees
earlier at the South Lawn ceremony.
=So many of you have forgiven my ad-
lib jokes, | might ask you back next
week. | may have you tell my daughier
that I'm funny after ail.”

To the honorees, he said: “\Ve are
all very much in vour debt. You have
each in your own way enriched our
bves and helped us to leam more, feel
more deeply and become more of the
people God meant for us to be.”

The guest list for last night's dinner:
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Clinton, Toot

The Other

Bow to the
Cultural
Greats

AWARDS, Prom D1

spirited ceremony on the South Lawn.
Then, a few hours later, they held their
6rst ofbcal dinner since January, for
the honorees and other luminaries.
“We knew we wanted to make a state-
ment about the arts and humanities
and this gave us an rtunity. We
had the awards, we hamel laureate]
Rita Dove beginning her tenure at the
Lidrary of Congress. We wanted to
bring all the threads together.”

There was also the opportune tim-
ing of the announcement of the Nobel
Pnize for literature to Toni Morrison,
an Amenican writer and a friend of the
Clintons. “1 was just bursting with
pride,” said the president.

Earlber, at the offical awards cere-
mony in the shadow of towering mag-
notias on the South Lawn, Clinton de-
scribed himself as a frustrated
entertainer and politician. He joked
wistfully about Gore's appearance on
David Letterman. He said Mrs. Clin-
ton's testimony on health care had
“swept the television ratings last
week.” He took a swipe at USA To-
day’s poll last week in which 40 per-
cent of the people had said Hillary Clin-
ton is smarter than he is. “To which |
reply, 'Of course. What kind of dummy
do you think | am? How else would [
have gotten elected president”” ®

There was appreciative laughter
from the audience, which was waiting
for the president to confer on 18 peo-
ple the 1993 National Medal of Arts or
the Charles Frankel Prize for human
ties. “They have enabled Amencans of
all backgrounds and waks of life to
gain a decper appreciation of who they
are as individuals and who we all are as
a socvety,” said Clinton, retuming to his
senous notes. “Stirring our minds and
our senses, stimulating learung and
ceBective discourse, the arts and hu-
manfties teach us in ways that nothing
else can about the vastness and the
depth of human expenence.”

As the awards were presented, Clin-
ton told story after story about the m-
fluence of the honorees on the country
and its president.

“T suppose no singer ever had a big-

r impact on my muscal Iife than Ray

les,” he said, as the star stood with

Giants

umanities

‘Waskengron Post Seat! Wrwer

By Jacqueline Trescott

Guys’ Horns
The President’s Warm Salute

To Arts and H

Hilary Clinton. *1 still renienityr o.er
there in Constitution Hall a concent |
attended on June the 24th, 1967.1 was
notable for being one of a few mem-
bers of my race in the audience. Ray
Charles electrified that crowd so much
that rught | literally could not go to
sleep unti) S in the morming. | went out
and ran three miles to get the energy
out.”
In introducing author William Sty-
ron, Clinton sad, *1 can tel you that as
a young Southerner, the impact of
"The Confessions of Nat Turner’ on me
was truly stunning, and | can say that
for a whole generation of us who had
never quite found words to give ex-
pression to many of the things we had
imagined untd we read the works of
William Styvon.”

A reader of history as well, Clinton
said John Hope Franklin had also
helped to open his eyes. "His wnungs
have illuminated his subjects for . ..
generation after generation of young
readers. | was once one of them—a
reader and young.”

Also honored were: philanthropists
Walter and Leonore Annenberg, band-
leader Cabefl “Cab” CaBoway, foldorist
Bess Lomax Hawes, poet Stanley Kun-
itz, opera singer Robert Mernll, play-
wright Arthur Miller, artist Robert
Rauschenberg, theater director Lloyd
Richards, choreogrepher Paul Taylor,
maovie director Billy Wider, anthropol-
ogist Richard Alegria, educator Harna
Holbom Gray, philanthropist Andrew
Heiskell and historian Laurel Thatcher
Ulnch.

In the audience were songwriter
Carly Simon. actress Anglica Huston,
sculptor Robert Graham. producer
George Stevens Jr., author Terry Mc-
Millan, actor Theodore Bikel, singer
Roberta Peters, comedians Anne
Meara and Jerry Stiller, playwright Au-
gust Wilson and columnist Art Buch-
wald

Also present were actress Jane Al-
exander, who is expected to be swom
in today as chairman of the Nabonal
Endowment for the Arts, and historian
Sheldon Hackney, the new chainman of
the Nationa) Endowment for the Hu-
manties.

The president’s attempts at comedy
got some immediate reviews. After
taking with director Rictards, Clinton
said he had received another lesson m
humility. “He said, ‘You both have said
some nice things today.’ And then he
looked at me, and he said, ‘And you did
something for stand-up comedy also.’
And then he said, ‘Wel, at least you
didn‘t set it back.’ ® And then the
stand-up neophyte paid tribute to a
master. Citing the contributions of Wil-
der, Clinton said, “lf you've never

s e Sem m Rl STELE AT ue eyt s

tnocity

at the White House was becoming overcharged.
Mermnll sang
planned, unexpected,

And, in a response just

as spontaneous, the renowned Robert
*T'll Be Loving You Always.”

gave an mpromptu ren-

dition of “Stardust Memories.

, wasn't it,” President Clinton said

minutes later, turning to Vice President Gore.,

Just as dinner was winding down, the peerless

Leontyne Price stood up and
“It was awesome

Toward the end of yesterday’s whirl of tributes to
a few

arts and humanities creators, the cultural elec
“Her voice just took over the room,” Gore said. *
then Robert Merrill. It was un

and yes, awesome.”

lazghed at a funny Billy Wilder picture,
yuu have never laughed.”

At last night's glitzy black-tie dinver,
the Chntons added a few more mar-
quee namcs for the meal of halibut, ba-
by vegetables and nce. As the cultural
notables, from Leontyne Price to Carly
Simon to Isaac Stemn. armved, they
spoke of how essenual White House
support is for their efforts.

“This is a direction so many of us
hoped for from this house to the whole
country,” said violinist Stern. It is very
important, and perhaps more singular-
ly important on a day as difficult as
this. It encapsulates the continung 1m-
portance of beauty and life that gees
beyond the strains of contemporary
time.”

Opera star Price paused dramatical-
ly and said, “Any attenuon to the ants, |
think, is wonderful.”

Simon, who was weanng the eve-
ning’s show-stopping dress, a black
sheath with a see-through black lace
bodice, said she was anticipating even
more emphasis on the arts from the
Clintons. “It is reminiscent of the Ken-
nedy administration, and to see that re-
spect given again can do a lot for the
esteem of artists and morale. | will be
produang better albums.”

When he offered his toast, the presi-
dent thanked all of his guests for their
“contributions to the rich cultural bfe of
our great nation.” He said he had had a
“wonderful time® with the honorees
earlier at the South Lawn ceremony.
“So many of you have forgiven my ad-
lib jokes, I might ask you back next
weck. | may have you tell my dauvghier
that I'm funny after ail.”

To the honorees, he said: “\We are
all very much in your debt. You have
each in your own way enriched our
lives and helped us to leamm more. feel
more deeply and become more of the
people God meant for us to be.”

The guest list for last night's dinner:
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she said, leaning up on

Nearby, Hillary Rodham Clinton offered her own

criique. “It was spectacular,”
her toes and swinging the skirt of her sapphire chif-
orth. *And all of this has coincid-

fon dress back and f

y years set aside by
Amenicans who in the

The day was the first in man

the White House to thank 18
words of the president “nourish our creative and in-

tellectual spint.” The Clintons gave the awards in a
See AWARDS, D2, Col 1

ed so well with our day.”
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THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

Embargoed For Release: October 4, 1993
Tuesday, October 5, 1993

PRESIDENT CLINTON TO HONOR 18 AMERICAN ARTISTS8 AND SCHOLARS
AT WHITE HOUSE CEREMONY

WASBHINGTON -- President Clinton will honor 18 distinguished
Americans, including singer Ray Charles and playwright Arthur
Miller, for their outstanding contributions to the cultural life of
the nation in White House ceremonies on October 7, 1993.

During the ceremonies, thirteen individuals selected by the
President to receive the 1993 National Medal of Arts will be
honored along with five others who will be awarded the 1993 Charles
Frankel Prize in the Humanities. The ceremonies are part of a
nationwide series of cultural and educational events during
October, which President Clinton recently declared "National Arts
and Humanities Month."

"These extraordinary individuals have made a gift to American
cultural life that is beyond measure," President Clinton said.
"Through these awards we celebrate their impressive achievements
and extend our deepest thanks for efforts that nourish our creative
and intellectual spirit."

The National Medal of Arts honors distinguished artists and
patrons who have offered inspiration to others either through their
artistic achievement or exceptional work on behalf of the arts.
The prestigious Frankel Prize is awarded to Americans who have made
outstanding achievements in helping to stimulate the public’s
understanding of the humanities.

Named by President Clinton as 1993 National Medal of Arts
recipients are:

Arts patrons Walter and Leonore Annenberg, Wynnewood, PA
Singer, bandleader Cabell "Cab" Calloway, White Plains, NY;
Singer, musician Ray Charles, Los Angeles, CA;

Folklorist Bess Lomax Hawes, Arlington, VA;

Poet, editor, educator Stanley Kunitz, NY, NY/Provincetown, MA;
Baritone Robert Merrill, New Rochelle, NY;

Playwright, author Arthur Miller, New York, NY;

(more)



Arts & Humanities Release, page two

Artist Robert Rauschenberg, Captiva Island, FL;

Theatrical director Lloyd Richards, New York, NY;

Author William Styron, Vineyard Haven, MA;

Dancer, choreographer Paul Taylor, New York, NY;

Movie director, writer, producer Billy Wilder, Hollywood, CA.

Winners of the Charles Frankel Prize for their work in the
Humanities are:

Anthropologist Richard E. Alegria, San Juan, Puerto Rico;
Historian John Hope Franklin, Durham, NC;

Former University of Chicago President Hanna Holborn Gray,
Chicago, IL;

Philanthropist Andrew Heiskell, New York, NY; and

Author, historian Laurel T. Ulrich, Durham, NH.

The Presidential awards presentation is'scheduled for Thursday
afternoon, October 7, 1993, 2:00pm, on the White House South Lawn.
An official dinner honoring the recipients will be held that
evening. The White House ceremonies mark the ninth annual
presentation of the National Medal of Arts which, unlike other arts
awards, is not limited to a single field or area of artistic
endeavor. Enacted into law by Congress in 1984, the National Medal
of Arts goes "to individuals or groups who in the President’s
judgement are deserving of special recognition by reason of their
outstanding contributions to the excellence, growth, support, and
availability of the Arts in the United States."

Nominations for the National Medal of Art are sought annually
by the National Arts Endowment and reviewed by the agency’s
National Council on the Arts. Recommendations are then forwarded
to the President for his selection. Winners each receive a
sterling silver medal designed by sculptor Robert Graham of Los
Angeles.

The Humanities Endowment’s prestigious Charles Frankel Prize,
now in its fifth year, annually honors distinguished citizens who
through their scholarship, writing, academic and/or philanthropic
leadership have enriched the nation. The Prize commemorates the
late Charles Frankel an eminent professor of philosophy at Columbia
University, assistant secretary of state for educational and
cultural affairs, and first director of the National Humanities
Center in North Carolina, whose 1life and work exemplify the
integration of scholarship and public service.

The Frankel Prize winners were selected by Humanities Chairman
Sheldon Hackney from recommendations made by the National Council
on the Humanities. The winners receive a lucite trophy crafted by
Jeffrey Bigelow of Washington, DC, and a $5,000 stipend.

(more)
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In declaring October as National Arts and Humanities Month,
President Clinton wrote, "[This] is a time when we recognize the
contributions of artists, scholars, museums, theaters, libraries,
schools, foundations, government agencies, and other organizations
and individuals who work to keep the arts and humanities a vital
part of our lives. Let us reflect on the breadth of artistic and
humanistic endeavors that blossom freely across our nation, and let
us rejoice in the eloquence and meaning they give to our ideas,
hopes and dreams as American citizens."

Contacts: Ginny Terzano, Arts Endowment, 202-682-5570
Mary Lou Beatty, Humanities Endowment, 202-606-8446

Biographies of the 1993 National Medal of Arts Recipients
and the 1993 Charles Frankel Prize Winners

WALTER AND LEONORE ANNENBERG are among America’s 1leading
philanthropists for the arts.

Successful in the newspaper, magazine and broadcasting businesses,
Mr. Annenberg founded the Annenberg School for Communication at the
University of Pennsylvania in 1958 and at the University of
Southern California in 1971 out of his deep concern for education.
In 1968, he was named Ambassador to the Court of St. James and
served in Great Britain until October, 1974. Mrs. Annenberg has
also served her country, as former Chief of Protocol for the United
States of America. Together, they have worked toward the
enhancement of cultural appreciation among American citizens.

Mrs. Annenberg is a member of the board of the Metropolitan Museum
of Art and the Philadelphia Museum of Art, managing director of the
Metropolitan Opera and a former member of the boards of the
Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts and The Philadelphia
Orchestra Association. She also has served on many other boards,
including a foundation to assist the State Department in
maintaining the arts for U.S. embassies.

Mr. Annenberg is the founder-trustee of the Eisenhower Exchange
Fellowships, a Emeritus Trustee of the Metropolitan Museum of Art
and the Philadelphia Museum of Art, among many others. He is also
a director in the New American Schools Development Corporation,
president of the M.L. Annenberg Foundation and the Annenberg Fund
which has generously helped the arts throughout American through
grant programs.

(more)

































































































































































































































NATIONATL MEDA AL Oh it ARTS

FACT SHEET
List of Previous Recipients

History

The first National Medal of Arts was presented to seven
internationally known artists and five long-time patrons at
White House ceremonies on April 23, 1985. Since then, the Medal
has been awarded annually. To date, 79 distinguished American
artists, arts administrators, and patrons and five corporate
patrons have been honored as recipients of the National Medal of
Arts.

The National Medal of Arts was proposed by President Reagan.

It had been recommended by the President’s Committee on the Arts
and the Humanities. The President asked the Chairman of the
National Endowment for the Arts to explore with the Congress the
establishment of the nation’s first official medal in order to
recognize both artistic excellence and support of the arts.

The Congress agreed and on January 23, 1984 passed legislation
authorizing the President "to award the National Medal of Arts
to individuals or groups who in the President’s judgment are
deserving of special recognition by reason of their outstanding
contributions to the excellence, growth, support and
availability of the arts in the United States.”

Rationale

Unlike other arts awards, the National Medal of Arts is not
limited to a single field or area of artistic endeavor. It is
designed to honor those who have encouraged the arts in America
and offered inspiration to others either through their
distinguished achievement, support, or patronage.

ominatio election Process
Recipients of the National Medal of Arts are selected by the
President of the United States. Annually the National Endowment
for the Arts helps in the selection process by soliciting
nominations for the Medal from the various arts fields. These
nominations, are reviewed by a special committee of the National
Council on the Arts, the Endowment’s presidentially appointed
advisory body, and then by the full Council. A list of the most
highly qualified candidates is then forwarded to the White House
for final consideration, along with candidates of his own
choosing, by the President.

Following are previous National Medal of Arts recipients:

MORE. ..



BIOGRAPHIES/BACKGROUND INFORMATION
1992 NATIONAL MEDAL OF ARTS WINNERS

White House Announcement
July 21, 1992

MARILYN HORNE
Opera Singer
New York, New York

JAMES EARL JONES
Actor
Los Angeles, California

ALLAN HOUSER
Sculptor
Santa Fe, New Mexico

MINNIE PEARL/Sarah Cannon (Mrs. Henry)
Grand Ole Opry Performer
Nashville, Tennessee

ROBERT SAUDEK
Television Producer/Museum of Broadcasting Founding Director
New York, New York/Washington, DC

EARL SCRUGGS
Banjo Player
Nashville, Tennessee

ROBERT SHAW
Orchestra Conductor/Choral Director
Atlanta, Georgia

BILLY TAYLOR (Dr.)
Jazz Pianist
New York, New York

ROBERT VENTURI
DENISE SCOTT BROWN
Architects
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

ROBERT WISE
Film Producer/Director
Los Angeles, California

AT&T
Robert Allen/Chairman & CEO
Corporate Patron
New York, New York

LILA WALLACE-READER’S DIGEST FUND
George Grune/Chairman
Foundation Patron
New York, New York



PREVIOUS NATIONAL MEDAL OF ARTS RECIPIENTS

1991
Maurice Abravanel - music director/conductor
Roy Acuff - country singer/bandleader
Pietro Belluschi - architect
J. Carter Brown - museum director
Charles "Honi" Coles - tap dancer
John O. Crosby - opera director/conductor/administrator
Richard Diebenkorn - painter
R. Philip Hanes, Jr. - arts patron
Kitty Carlisle Hart - actress/singer/arts administrator/dancer
Pearl Primus - choreographer/anthropologist
Isaac Stern - violinist
Texaco Inc. - arts patron

1990
George Francis Abbott - actor/playwright/producer/director
Hume Cronyn - actor/director
Jessica Tandy - actress
Merce Cunningham - choreographer/dance company director
Jasper Johns - painter/sculptor
Jacob Lawrence - painter
Riley "B. B." King - blues musician/ singer
David Lloyd Kreeger - arts patron
Harris & Carroll Sterling Masterson - arts patrons
Ian McHarg - landscape architect
Beverly Sills - opera singer/director
Southeastern Bell Corporation - corporate art patron

1989
Leopold Adler - preservationist/civic leader
Katherine Dunham - dancer/choreographer
Alfred Eisenstaedt - photographer
Martin Friedman - museum director
Leigh Gerdine - art patron/civic leader
John Birks "Dizzy" Gillespie - jazz trumpeter
Walker Kirtland Hancock - sculptor
Vladimir Horowitz (posthumous award) - pianist
Czelaw Milosz -writer
Robert Motherwell - painter
John Updike - writer
Dayton Hudson Corporation - corporate art patron

MORE. ..
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1988
Saul Bellow - writer
Helen Hayes - actress
Gordon Parks - photographer/film director
I.M. Pei - architect
Jerome Robbins - dancer/choreographer
Rudolf Serkin - pianist
Virgil Thomson - composer/music critic
Sydney J. Freedberg - art historian/curator
Roger L. Stevens - arts administrator
(Mrs. Vincent) Brooke Astor - arts patron
Francis Goelet music patron
Obert C. Tanner - arts patron

1987
Romare Bearden - painter
Ella Fitzgerald singer
Howard Nemerov - writer/scholar
Alwin Nikolais - dancer/choreographer
Isamu Noguchi - sculptor
William Schuman - composer
Robert Penn Warren - poet
J.W. Fisher - arts patron
Dr. Armand Hammer - arts patron
Mr. and Mrs. Sydney Lewis -arts patron

1986
Marian Anderson - opera singer
Frank Capra - film director
Aaron Copland - composer
Willem de Kooning - painter
Agnes de Mille - choreographer
Eva Le Gallienne - actress/author
Alan Lomax - folklorist/scholar

Lewis Mumford - philosopher/literary critic
Eudora Welty - writer
Dominique de Menil - arts patron
Exxon Corporation - corporate art patron
Seymour H. Knox - arts patron

1985
Elliott Carter - composer
Ralph (Waldo) Ellison - writer
Jose Ferrer - actor
Martha Graham - dancer/choreographer
Louise Nevelson - sculptress
Georgia O’Keeffe - painter
Leontyne Price - soprano
Dorothy Buffum Chandler - arts patron
Lincoln Kirstein - arts patron
Paul Mellon - arts patron
Alice Tully - arts patron
Hallmark Cards, Inc. - corporate art patron

###



October 6, 1993

S8OUTH LAWN ART8 AND HUMANITIES AWARDS8 CEREMONY

DATE: October 7, 1993
LOCATION: South Lawn
TIME: 2:00 pm

FROM: MV, AB, NR ??

I. PURPOSE

To present the National Medal of Arts and the Frankel Award
to the 1993 recipients and to bestow the Presidential Citizens
Medal on Congressman Yates. The event also serves to demonstrate
the Clinton Administration’s conviction that the arts and
humanities are fundamental to American life.

II. BACKGROUND

A. History of the Awards

The National Medal of Arts is the highest arts award that
the President can bestow on our nation’s artists and art patrons.
The medal was established by the National Foundation on the Arts
and Humanities Act of 1965. It was created to award "individuals
or groups who are deserving of special recognition by reason of
their outstanding contributions to the excellence, growth,
support, and availability of the arts in the United States" (NFAH
Act of 1965). The Act empowers the President to choose the
recipients, based on recommendations made by the National Council
on the Arts. No more than twelve may be awarded per year.

While the Act was instituted in 1965, the medals were first
formally presented by President Reagan in 1985 and have since
been presented at the White House.

The Frankel Award was created by the National Endowment of
Humanities in 1988 to "honor individuals who have made
outstanding contributions to the public’s understanding of
history, literature, philosophy, and other humanities
disciplines" (NEH). The award is an eight inch crystal sculpture
and carries a $5,000 stipend. Up to five awards are given each
year. The award was named for Charles Frankel, in honor of his
career of scholarship and public service.

Frankel was a Professor of Philosophy at Columbia University
and served as Assistant Secratary of State for Education and
Cultural Affairs. He was a public speaker who spoke widely on
the importance of the humanities to our nation. Specifically,
Frankel characterized the humanities as fundamental in
encouraging us to ask questions of ourselves and of humanity. He
said that in the humanist tradition, "there isn’t any single



tradition of humanistic learning. You can’t go to the great books
and find in them a prescription, a single perscription, for human
happiness. What you do find is the plurality of human
possibility, the extravagant fertility of the human imagination"
(1973 Delaware address). Frankel was murdered in 1979 and the
award was created in his memory.

The Presidential Citizens Medal was established by executive
order 11494 in 1969 to recognize U.S. citizens who have performed
exemplary deeds of service for their country or their fellow
citizens. This is generally recognized as the second highest
award of our government (below the Medal of Freedom).

The Medal bestowed on Congressman Sidney R. Yates is the
first to be presented by this Administration.

B. October 7th Ceremony

This year’s awards ceremony differs from those of past years
in several significant ways.

Most importantly, this year’s ceremony will be far more
elaborate and inclusive than it has been in years past. In the
Reagan and Bush years, there was a luncheon in honor of the
recipients, at which the awards were presented with some members
of congress and media people in attendance. This year’s event
will be far more inclusive. Invitations to the South Lawn
ceremony were issued to people covering the gamut of connections
to the arts and humanities. Artists, arts and humanities
educators, members of national, state, and local arts and
humanities organizations, corporate patrons and members of arts
and humanities foundations will be present. It is also
significant that this year, the President declared October Arts
and Humanities Month. The Presidential Proclamation will appear
in the program for the South Lawn event.

An important addition to this year’s event is the
presentation of the Frankel Awards in the ceremony. This is the
first time that the Frankel Awards are presented by the
President. Furthermore, this is the first time that the Arts and
Humanities Endowments have combined their awards ceremonies.
There has been an historic rivalry between the two organizations,
and this event may reflect a bridge being drawn between themn.

Interestingly, the National Arts and Humanities Medals
themselves represent a controversy from the past few years. The
sculptor Robert Graham was chosen to design the medal after
winning the National Council on the Arts’ competition in 1985.
The sterling silver medal features six nude dancing figures.
President Bush and then-chairman of the National Endowment of the
Arts Frohnmeyer (?) decided to change the medal in 1991 because
of the nudity of the dancers. 1In 1992, Frohnmeyer again decided
to change the medal, this time employing the Pentagon to find an
appropriate design. This year’s awards ceremony will reinstate

















