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WHITE HOUSE OFFICE OF PUBLIC LIAISON

BRIEFING MEMORANDUM

TO: Secretary Donna Shalala
Geraldine Ferraro
Alexis Herman
Melanne Verveer |
Betsy Myers

FROM: Marilyn DiGiaco@‘

DATE: May 30, 1996

EVENT: "Celebrate the Empowerment of Women" luncheon for ethnic women
community leaders and activists.

DATE/TIME: Friday, May 31, 1996
11:30 am. - 1:30 p.m.

LOCATION: Room 474, Indian Treaty Room
Old Executive Office Building

PARTICIPANTS: 70 guests

PURPOSE: To convey the Administration’s accomplishments in terms of issues
important to ethnic women and to energize and activate ethnic women
supporters.

BACKGROUND:  This luncheon is focused at reaching ethnic American women of

European and Mediterranean heritage. The group includes women,
supportive of the Administration, active in the women’s networks of
their ethnic communities. While the women come from different
ethnic backgrounds and different positions in their communities, (ie:
non-profit, business, media and organization representatives), they
share common experiences, values and issues.

Included are women of Albanian, Armenian, Arab, Czech, Croatian,
German, Greek, Irish, Italian, Lithuanian, Polish, Portuguese, Serbian,
Slovak and Ukrainian heritage.



AGENDA:
11:30 a.m.
12:00 p.m.

12:05 p.m.

12:10 p.m.

12:20 p.m.

12:29 .pim.

12:40 p.m.

12:42 p.m.

1:00 p.m.

Attachments: Event program

Table seating
List of participants

Luncheon Buffet
WELCOME Alexis Herman

REMARKS Marilyn DiGiacobbe (3-5 min.)
(Description of Ethnic Outreach efforts)

REMARKS Betsy Myers (3-5 min.)
(Description of the Women’s Office Initiatives)

REMARKS Melanne Verveer (5-10 min.)
(First Lady’s acknowledgement of the importance
of the role of ethnic women on behalf of their
families and communities)

INTRODUCTION OF SEC. DONNA SHALALA
Alexis Herman

REMARKS Secretary Donna Shalala (10-15 min.)
(Administration accomplishments as they pertain to
women, i: health, children, family issues)

INTRODUCTION OF GERALDINE FERRARO
Alexis Herman

REMARKS Geraldine Ferraro (10-15 min.)
(Empowerment of women, the importance of the
involvement of ethnic women in the political process)

QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS
Moderated by Alexis Herman















"CELEBRATE THE EMPOWERMENT OF WOMEN" LUNCHEON
Friday, May 31, 1996

Participants

Hostesses

Honorable Donna Shalala
Secretary, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services

Honorable Geraldine Ferraro
U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations Human Rights Commission

Honorable Melanne Verveer

Deputy Assistant to the President and Deputy Chief of Staff to the First Lady
Office of the First Lady

Dr. Laura D’Andrea Tyson
Assistant to the President for Economic Policy
National Economic Council

Betsy Myers
Deputy Assistant to the President and
Director of Women’s Initiatives and Outreach

Marilyn Yager
Deputy Assistant to the President and Deputy Director
White House Office of Public Liaison

Marilyn DiGiacobbe
Associate Director
White House Office of Public Liaison

Kimberly Marteau
Director of Public Affairs
U.S. Information Agency

Mary Anne Peters
Director for European Affairs
National Security Council



Guests

Ms. Loula Alafogiannis

Board Member, United Hellenic American National Council
Flushing, NY

Ms. Karine Alemian
Armenian Relief Society, Inc.
Washington, DC

Ms. Gassia Apkarian
Armenian Embassy
Washington, DC

Ms. Marie Asatoorian

Vice-President. Armenian Relief Society, International Board
Potomac. MD

Ms. Colleen L. Barry
Legislative Associate, David Vienna and Associates
Alexandria, VA

Ms. Pauline Bergert
Member-at-large, American Serbian [nformation Center
Pittsburgh, PA

Ms. Anna Charuk-Kowblansky
President, AK Pharmacy Consultants
Santa Barbara, CA

Ms. Marie Chelli

Director of State and Local Policy, Joseph A. Seagram & Sons, Inc.
Washington, DC

Ms. Elizabeth Chouldjian
Armenian National Committee
Washington, DC

Ms. Jane Christo
General Manager, WBUR-FM
Boston, MA

Ms. Gina Marie Cioffi

National Executive Director, Cooley’s Anemia Foundation
Flushing, NY



Ms. Julia Clones

Political Chair. Hellenic-American Women's Council
Washington. DC

Ms. Catherine Collier
Rocky Hill, NJ

Ms. Victoria Collier
Whitehouse Station, NJ

Ms. Karen Crosby
Federal Housing Finance Board
Washington, DC

Ms. Helen Cunning
Seton Hall University
South Orange, NJ

Dr. Marija Dixon
Bloomfield Hills, MI

Ms. Jane Duffin
Editor, The Irish Edition
Wyndmoor, PA

Ms. Flora Dunaians

Treasurer, Ladies Auxiliary, Armenian Church Western Diocese
Pasadena, CA

Ms. Maria Efstratiades

Former Director of Ethnic Affairs for Governor Florio
Cherry Hill, NJ

Mrs. Elizabeth Geannopoulos
Member, United Hellenic American National Council
Pittsburgh, PA

Mrs. Teresa Gecys
Member, Board of Directors, Lithuanian American Committee
Huntington Valley, PA

Ms. Ann Goetz
Croatian Fratermal Union
Pittsburgh, PA



Ms. Berjouhi Habeshian
Secretary, Maryland Chapter, Armenian Relief Society
Gaithersburg, MD

Mrs. Anna Pavichevich Harkins
Public Affairs Liaison. Serb Net
McLean. VA

Ms. Christine L. Harvey
Editor, The Steuben News
Ridgewood. NY

Ms. Orysia Hewka

Executive Director, Ukrainian Educational and Cultural Center
Jenkintown. PA

Ms. Laurel Karabian
Los Angeles. CA

Dr. Najat Arafat Khelil
President, Arab Women’s Council Research and Education Fund, Inc.
Potomac, MD

Ms. Stella Kokolis
Brooklyn, NY

Dr. Dorota Majewska
Board Member, Federation of Polish-Americans, Inc.
Annandale, VA

Ms. Shqgipe Malushi
Editor and Publisher Company
Cliffside Park, NJ

Ms. Dina Matos
Director of Patient and Public Relations, Columbus Hospital
Newark, NJ

Ms. Ulana Mazurkevych
President, Ukrainian Human Rights Committee
Elkins Park, PA

Ms. Lisa A. Mierzejewski

Secretary, Connecticut Federation of Polish Americans
Middletown, CT



Ms. Maria Femanda Miranda

Principal, Multi-Cultural Center Magnet School
Bridgeport, CT

Dr. Kaya Mirecka-Ploss
Director, American Center of Polish Culture
Washington, DC

Ms. Vicki Mongiardo
Former Director of Ethnic Affairs for President Carter
Washington, DC

Ms. Joan T. Moore
Hyattsville, MD

Ms. Minyon Moore
Political Director. Democratic National Committee
Washington, DC

Ms. Nuala F. Moore
[rish American Unity Conference
Washington, DC

Ms. Nancy Morrison
Bethesda, MD

Ms. Fay Mpras
Annandale, VA

Ms. Katherine Stella O’Leary
Washington, DC

Susan Pacheco, Esquire
President, Portuguese-American Women’s Association
East Providence, Rhode Island

Ms. Christine Panchuk-Fedynsky
Rocky River, OH

Ms. Anna Riska
Board Member, United Hellenic American National Council
New York, NY

Ms. Carson Robbins
President, ISTRA
Georgetown, PA



Ms. Linda M.A. Rodrigues
Trustee. Portuguese Heritage Foundation
New York, NY

Dr. Edna Louise Saffy
Duval County Democratic Executive Committee
Jacksonville, FL

Ms. Helen Hatab Samhan
Director, Arab American [nstitute
Washington, DC

Ms. Claudette Schwiry
Arab American [nstitute
Washington, DC

Ms. Maureen Shea

Director, Office of Women's Outreach, Democratic National Committee
Washington, DC

Ms. Helen Shipka
Member, Board of Directors, Ukrainian Heritage Foundation
Parma, OH

Ms. [lona Somogyi
Hungarian Communion of Friends
Brooklyn, NY

Mrs. Nikki Stephanopoulos

Public Relations Officer, Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South America
New York, NY ;

Ms. Marlene Stocks
United German-American Committee of the USA
Rockledge, PA

Ms. Lilly Straith
Senior Vice President, Society-KeyCorp
Cleveland, OH

Ms. Ruta Susinskas
Member, Board of Directors, PLC Center
Lemont, IL

Ms. Ann Targonski-Brown
Polish American Congress
New Britain, CT



Mrs. Magda Ujvagi Bertalan
Hungarian Folk Dance Group of Toledo
Toledo, OH

Dr. Elona Vaisnys

Baltic, Central and East European Coalition of Connecticut
North Haven, CT

Dr. Vita Vasaitis

Vice President, Lithuanian World Community
Palos Park, IL

Ms. Christine Warnke
President. Hellenic American Women’s Council
Washington, DC

Ms. Elizabeth Wasiutynski
Oakville, CT

Ms. Irene Wodkicwicz-Wheat
Clark, NJ

Ms. Amy Wojslawowicz
Bayonne, NJ

Ms. Janice Zarro
Chair, Board of Trustees, National Italian American Foundation
Washington, DC

Dr. Kathryn Zunich
Potomac, MD
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WHY ARE SO MANY IRISH
AMERICANS VOTING
FOR DEMOCRATS
THIS YEAR?

t's not just because of

the Administration and
Democratic leaders’ commit-
ment for peace in Ireland.

IU's because the Democrats
are standing up for the
values we learned from our
parents and grandparents.
Hard work. Personal
responsibility. Educational
opportunity. And respect
for senior citizens.

The Democrats’ priorities
are our prioritles.

Medicare for retired people.
Welfare reform that
requires work and protects
chiidren. Education. Tax
breaks for college tuition.
Cops on the beat. Job
opportunities for our young
people. Lower interest
rates on home loans. And
drugs off the streets and
out Of our schools.

This year. we must keep the
areams of our parents and
grandparents alive for our chil-
dren and our grandchildren,

Pald for Dy the Demucratic Natlond) Commifies
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WHY ARE SO MANY
ARAB AMERICANS
VOTING FOR DEMOCRATS
THis YEAR?

t's not just because the

Administration and

Oemacratic leaders are work-
ing hard for a comprehensive and
Just peace in the Middie East and
to end discrimingtion and exclu-
sion of Arab Americans and
Muslim Americans.

it's because the Democrats are
stanaing up for the values we
learned from our parents and
grendparents. Hard work.
Personal responsibility.
Educational opportunity. And
respect for senior citizens.

The Democrats’ prorities are
our priorities. Medicare for
retired people. Welfare reform
that requires work and protects
children. Education. Tax breaks
for college tuition. Cops on the
beat. Job opportunities for our
young people. Lower interest
rates on home loans. And
drugs off the streets and out
of our schools.

This year. we must keep the
dreams of our parents and
grandparents alive for our
children and our grandchildren.
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WHY ARE SO MANY UKRAINIAN AMERICANS
VOTING FOR DEMOCRATS THIS YEAR?

l_- -
P4 e by fa Darvaris Mot Qe ine

t's n fust because te Administatun and
Oemacrate teaders are working hard o secure
an independan and ProsTEWS Brabe

it's because the Osmocrats are standing up for
the values we leamed fiam our parents and
gandpareats. Hard work. Rersonal responsbility.
Educational opgortunity. And respect for
senkor citizens.

The Democrate’ prorities mre our pricrities.
Medicare for retired people. \Welfare ceform
that requires work and protects children.
Education. Tax breaks for college tultion.
Cops on the beat. Job opportunities for our
young pecpte. Lower Interest retes on home
loans. And drugs off the streets and out of
our sohaols.

THis year, we nust keep the N
dreams of gur perents and

Fandparents elhe far qur

chitdren and ouy grandchbdren.
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WHY ARE SO MANY GREEK AMERICANS
VOTING FOR DEMOCRATS THIS YEAR?

t's not hist because the Administaton and
Democralic leaders are working hard to
secure peace and justice for Cyprus.

It's because the Democrats are standing up
for the values we leamed from our parents
and grandparents. Hard work. Personal
responsibility. Educational opportunity.
And respect for senior citizens.

The Demacrats’ priorities are our pelosities.
Medicare for retired people. Welfare reform
that requires work and protects children.
Education. Tax breahs for college tuition.
Cops on the beal. Job opportunities for our
young people. Lower interest rates on home
loans. And drugs off the streets and out of
our schools.

This year, we must keep the WIN
dreams of our parents and grand-
parents alive for our children and

IN
our grandchitdren. / 96
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WHY ARE SO MANY GERMAN AMERICANS
VOTING FOR DEMOCRATS THIS YEAR?
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t's because the Democrats are

standing up for the values we

leemed from ow parents and
grandparents. Hard work. Personal
responsiblity. Educational opportunity.
And respect for senior cltirens.

The Democrats’ pelorities are our
pelarities. Medicare for retired people.
Welfate reform that requires work end
protects chlldren. Education. Tax breaks
for college tuition. Cops on the beat.
Job opportunities for our young people.
Lower interest rates on home loans,
And drugs off the streets and out of
our schoo!s.

This year, we must keep the dreams of
our parents and grandparents elive for
our children and our grandchlldren.
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Prospective Hungarian-American Leaders

1. Edith Lauer, President, Hungarian American Coalition
Shaker Heights, Ohio

2 Hon. Peter Ujvagi, City Council Member and
Board Member, Hungarian American Coalition
Toledo, Ohio

3. Eva Voison, President, Hungarian-American Chamber of Commerce and
Hungarian Honorary Consul
Redwood City, California

4. Andrea Stetz, Activist among Hungarian-American younger groups
Chicago, Illinois

5. Hon. Laszlo Papp, City Council Member and
President, American Council of the World Federation of Hungarians
New Canan, Connecticut

6. Representative of
William Penn Fraternal Association

7. Representative of
Hungarian Reform Federation

8. Representative of
Hungarian Communion of Friends



Prospective Polish-American Leaders

1.

10 .

Delphine Lytell
President, Polish Women’s Alliance
Chicago, Illinois

Representative
Polish Roman Catholic Union

Representative
Polish American Congress (perhaps a strong state chapter)

Deborah Majka, President
American Council for Polish Culture
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Marilyn Piurek, President, Connecticut Division
Federation of Polish-Americans

New Haven, Connecticut

Teresa Abick, Vice President, Polish National Alliance

Chicago, Illinois

AFL-CIO ~ polis‘w'/q""cn'wK_
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involved in Alonzo Spellman's "American's All" Foundation, working to promote
multi-cultural understanding among school children. Met with the First Lady in
February.

10.  Fred Schwartz
New York
Involved in building Auschwitz educational center;
very close to Michael Lewan's Commission forthe Preservation of America's
Heritage Abroad.
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10.

Walter Reich
Director

U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum
Washington, D.C.

Dr. Ruth Mandel

Vice Chair

U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum
Child Holocaust survivor

New Jersey

Rabbi Alexander Schindler

Former President

Union of American Hebrew Congregations
born in Poland

Connecticut

Patricia Kenner

Chair

New York Council to build a Holocaust Museum in New York
New York

Susan Manilow

Chair

Chicago Jewish Federation

Fritzie Fritzshall

Auschwitz survivor;

involved in Alonzo Spellman's "American's All' Foundation, working to promote
multi-cultural understanding among school children. Met with the First Lady in
February.

Fred Schwartz

New York

Involved in building Auschwitz educational center;

very close to Michael Lewan's Commission for the Preservation of America's
Heritage Abroad.



1. Walter Rejeh
Director”
U.S./Holocaust Memorial Museum
W/aShington, D.C.

2: Dr. Ruth Mandel
. Vice Chair
/) /K U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum
{2 Child Holocaust survivor
New Jersey

3. Rabbi Alexander Schindler
Former President

\/7 Union of American Hebrew Congregations
‘C?/[ /) Sf/ born in Poland
Ket Connecticut
. . \ e s /"' L/}"
4. Patricia Kenner | o g P L W)
Chair !
New York Council to build a Holocaust Museum in New York
New York
Sk Susan Manilow

Chicagd Jewish Federation

n ! @ Jona Goldrich
!/ Escaped Poland in 1942. Speaks Polish.

v / Parents died in Holocaust-second generation survivor “é‘f ’
homebuilder-construction §

310-204-2050

Q 1 Lorber
"’strong stpport d contributor to Holocaust Museum

68

Fred Court

One of the few living survivors of Treblinka.
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Office of the President-Elect
and Vice President-Elect

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT: Dee Dee Myers
December 9, 1992 ©(501)399-717s

STATEMENT BY WARREN CHRISTOPHER
ON THE CLINTON ADMINISTRATION’S ETHICS *"PLEDGES"

Last month, the American people voted for change. They made it clear that they want
to take their government back, and that they want to end business as usual in Washington. In
recent years, too many former top officials began to sell their access and influence almost the
day after they left office. That saps public confidence in our political process,

During his Presidential campaign, Governor Clinton promised the American people that
he would seek to "stop the revolving door" by requiring his top appointees to refrain from
lobbying their agencies for five years. Today, we are announcing rules that keep that promise
to the American people. Top officials will be required to sign a pledge agreeing to these new
standards. These rules seek to change the climate in Washington, and usher in a new era of
public service.

These pledges go well beyond existing ethics rules, and are designed to signal a clear
break with existng practice. In drafting these pledges, we have sought to balance the need for
reform with the desire to attract the best people into government. We believe that these new
rules properly reconcile these goals.

The pledge has three key parts:

First, approximately 1100 of Gov. Clinton's top appointees will pledge that they will not
lobby their former agencies for five years after leaving the government. This provision goes
well beyond the current one year ban on such representation. Let me make clear that this ban
includes a very broad range of activities, including representations before administrative
agencies, as well as private lobbying conversations. The officials covered include Governor
Clinton’s most senior officials, those paid over $104,000, and range as deep into the government
as deputy assistant secretaries and general counsels. Those excluded are primarily career civil
service personnel, foreign service officers and uniformed military personnel. Top White House
aides, in addition to being banned from lobbying the Executive Office of the President for five
years, will be banned from lobbying any department over which they had substantial personal
responsibility.

There are some limited exemptions. The pledge will not apply to former officials who

P. O. Box 8086, Little Rock, AR 72203-8086 $01-374-3322

1120 Vermont Avenue, NW., Washington, DC 20270 202-973-2600
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