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Hearing Children’s Voices

MORNING SESSION: Chair: Cherie Booth QC

Children and the criminal law:

Question time:

AFTERNOON SESSION: Advocacy for the child

A series of workshops on particular groups of children who need representation:

FINAL SESSION:

Summary of the day’s proceedings: Cherie Booth QC

Reception/Dinner

A one-day conference to be held in London in the last two weeks of May 1999 (date and venue to be 
decided).

This conference aims to highlight the gaps in the justice for children, covering the criminal, civil and 
family law, to describe good practice and to explore alternatives to present practice.

CLOSING ADDRESS: Hillary Clinton: The rights of children in the new millennium 
(this could be an opening speech)

This conference will be attended by members of the judiciary, lawyers, police, politicians and relevant 
child care and child protection professionals.

• Children in care
• Children in hospitals
• Children in disputed contact and residence (custody and access)
• Children intimidated in abusive families
• Children in secure units, young offender institutions and prisons
• Children suffering discrimination (because ot homelessness, disability or race)

Speakers panel
Answering questions from a distinguished audience

* The day’s proceedings will be minuted and reports sent to legal and child protection journals for 
publication.

Chairs of each workshop give 5 minute summaries of the salient points arising 
from their discussions

Cherie Booth QC 
Hillary Clinton

ChildLine, the free national helpline for children in trouble or danger, hears every day from children who 
are living with abuse, family violence, are in care, homeless or on the streets and unable to make their 
voices heard.

Chair:
Keynote Speaker:

• Other jurisdictions - best practice
• High profile cases - lessons to be learned
• Views from the bench
• Views from the bar
• Views from survivors
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From the Ambassador

Sir Christopher Meyer KCMG

The Honorable Melanne Verveer 
Assistant to the President and

Chief of Staff to the First Lady 
Room 2/WW
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington DC 20500

British Embassy

Washington

3100 Massachusetts Ave. N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20008-3600

Telephone: (202) 588-6512 
Facsimile: (202) 588-7870 

www.britain-info.org

»

Christopher Meyer

I enclose a letter from Cherie Blair to Mrs Clinton, which I should be very 
grateful if you would pass on. It contains an invitation to the First Lady to be keynote 
speaker at a conference in London next May on “Hearing Children’s Voices”.

At> c\ Giyirxot^-v-c-cX.
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At the moment we can only answer 

children who ring us.

We will certainly supply a 
brief for the First Lady’s speech.
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Esther Rantzen
Chairman

Chairman: Esther Rantzen OBE • Executive Director: Valerie Howarth • Registered charity no. 1003758
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White House,
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Washington DC.
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Umagh
HSTRICT COUNCIL

••

4

DISTRICT COUNCIL

For the Attention of: Melanne Verveer

Dear First Lady

Yours respectfully

i

Duke o

'i

TOTAL P.02

Council Offices. The Grange, MounQoy Road. Orjiagh. Co, Tyrone. BT79 7BL Tel: 01662 245321-. Fax: 01662 252380 
Eniployer Cotirteil for Western Area Group Enyirorunenial Health and Building Control Services

We would be honoured if you could attend this event as our Guest of Honour and allow our community to 
once again show you how much we appreciated your visit at the very worse time for the town.

lagl..

First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton 
Office of the First Lady
Old Executive Office Building
Room 1000
Washington
DC25OO USA

<•

MISC/13/1

22 February 1999

Being dealt with by:

f. Chief Executive,John McKinney, Chief Executj/e, Omagh District Council 
Chairman, Omagh Renewal and Beyond

22-02-1999

Your Ref; 

Our Ref: 

Date:

■
i 
-i

«.-■■■ .1'

I

■

Against this background we propose to celebrate the future of Omagh and by our example show our 
fellow citizens that, despite awful adversities, a community can not only survive but also carry our 
optimism into the new Millennium. Part of our plan is to hold a lunch/dinner sometime in May and use it 
to let people know how far we have come since that terrible day and that Omagh is looking to the future 
without forgetting the past.

; •

The Presidential Visit to Omagh in the wake of the awful events of the Fifteenth August last year when 
our town was so cruelly devastated by a bomb brought enormous comfort to the bereaved and injured and 
we believe it gave many the incentive to move on to create a new beginning which could mirror the 
progress in the rest of Northern Ireland. We trust it will be the last such event to occur and that this is due 
in no small measure to the strong interest shown by the USA led by the President and yourself.

I

Incidentally, we would expect that many of the bereaved and injured you met would be there to express to 
you their gratitude for helping to point the way forward towards challenging the future.

1-“

S|L'

We are writing to you as representatives of the Omagh Fund and Omagh Renewal and Beyond. Tlie Fund 
was formed to help with the dispersal of monies received for victims and Omagh Renewal and Beyond to 
pull together all our energies to carry the town forward.

Sean O'DwyeiLr^ftSTnnan, Omagh Fund
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15 January 1999From the Office of Cherie Booth QC

BY FAX

Dear Melanne,

tiildiri
anq i

The delegates and speakers will comprise academics, lawyers.

speak.

t
L

police officers and 
politicians from the UK and other jurisdictions. We are hoping that the Lord 
Chancellor, Lord Irvine, or Jack Straw, the Home Secretary will be able to

It was good to hear from you on Wednesday and we are all thrilled that Hillary 
will be able to come in May.

Just some more background information on the “Hearing Chili 
conference. The aim is to highlight the gaps in the criminal; 
system for children.

IO DOWNING STREET
LONDON SW1A2AA

en’s Voices” 
civil justice

There will be workshops looking at:
• the issues that child witnesses face
• the issues of advocacy for children in care and hospital etc
• International comparisons with countries such as Norway and Austria, where 

there are Ombudsmen for Children.

i

j

•.

i

i
•!

i
1

j

i

Melanne Verveer
Chief of Staff 
Office of the First Lady 
The White House

I

:■

FROM FIONA MILLAR

Cherie will open the conference with a keynote speech about the situation in the 
UK. As you may know she has been campaigning for several years for the 
NSPCC Justice for Children Campaign.

I
I
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i
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i I still have a few questions for you though!

i

FIONA MILLAR

i

I

TOTAL P.03
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There will be a chance to meet the other speakers and some delegates at a 
reception after the conference. I will be happy to put your office in touch with 
the conference organisers nearer the time if you want more information about the 
content of the other speeches.

06—JAN—1999 04:16

4 i

I
i 
i

We are hoping that Hillary will close the conference with a more general 30- 
minute speech about children’s rights in an international context I hope she will 
feel free to range as freely as she wants over this area, drawing from her 
enormous experience in the US and the developing world.

• Will Hillary want to attend the conference for the latter partj of the afternoon 
or the whole day?

• Will you have other plans for the Friday night in London or would Hillary 
prefer to go straight to Chequers?

• Tony and Cherie’s preference is for a low-key weekend and a quiet dinner for 
the three of them. Are you happy with that or would Hillary prefer a more 
social event?

• Cherie very much hopes that Hillary will be able to plant a tree in the grounds 
of Chequers. I presume she is still happy to do that?

I do hope we will get a chance to have a drink together at somi: point, either in 
London or Washington in April. You are all doing an amazing job over there. I 
just hope that by the time we meet again, all this madness will jbe behind you.

8

0012024566244 P.03
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Hearing . .1Children’s13 May 1999 | A CHILDLINE CONFERENCE ON CHILDREN AND THE LAW

Chaired by Cherie Booth QC

^)ices

18 March 1999

Dear Melanne Verveer

Very best wishes

Yours smeerely

ChildLlne

©
Chairman Esther Rantzen OBE I Chief Executive Valerie Howarth

www.blaircomms.co.uk

Mary MacLeod
Director of Policy, Research and Development

I will be in contact again nearer the time but should you have any queries or questions 
please do not hesitate to ring me at ChildLine on 00 44 171-239 1064.

A company limited by 

guarantee no. 2622689

Registered charity 

no. 1003758

I have pleasure in enclosing a brochure for the Children and the law conference on 
Thursday 13 May at which Hillary Clinton has very kindly agreed to be the guest speaker. 
We are very grateful to the First Lady for her support for this important conference.

O CONFERENCE SECRETARIAT

Blair Communications

Et Marketing

117 Regent's Park Road 

London NW1 BUR

TEL 0171 722 9731

FAX 0171 586 0639 

E-MAIL 

info@blaircomms.co.uk

o ChildLine

Royal Mail Building 

Studd Street 

London N1 0QW

TEL 0171 239 1000 

fax 0171 239 1001

Sponsored by

THE EXPRESS

The Honourable Melanne Verveer
Chief of Staff
Office of the First Lady
White House
Pennsylvanma Avenue
Washington DC
USA 

0800 1111
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A ChildLine conference on children and the law

If

■

ChildLine

0800 1111

LONDON • 13 MAY 1999

Cherie Booth QC
Conference Chair

Hillary Rodham Clinton
Guest Speaker

A high level panel of experts will be chaired by 
Esther Rantzen OBE

Topics covered will include:

• The problem of very young witnesses.
• Children in care.
• ‘Tug of love’ children in divorce cases.
• Interviewing and therapy for child witnesses.
• Prosecuting abusers: is there an alternative?
• Children who cannot ask for help.
• The role of the police.
• What happens in other jurisdictions?

Keynote Speaker:
The Rt. Hon. Jack Straw MP

Home Secretary
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o

€



This marker identifies the place of a publication.

Publications have not been scanned in their entirety for the purpose 
of digitization. To see the full publication please search online or 

visit the Clinton Presidential Library’s Research Room.

This is not a presidential record. This is used as an administrative 
marker by the William J. Clinton Presidential Library Staff.

Clinton Presidential Records 
Digital Records Marker



u

iK

/■

■ar...

r

...

7i Jwis*/■

)17
I

ChildLine 11 ¥> \1

’•
.1

I \

I
t 1

f •%.

‘
;

\

X \
4*

••

2

.

r s

■

F

I

f

I

//
/ *

I ;•!

z

K'TO
F Vs

 K

i

£■
■a

i

■Efcv-.
iL'

\'.V

iV
A
I',’

1

v\yu {

i I

z%
zu*

k

LWI
.«K

1
—
III

w.
ill

nO.< ■.

I
j ' 11998 ahtfifal review

> II ilvV

.JK

\ $ V. \ \
\ x\

'i/4 
■i'd- f

n

B

/.OT

Life... '

iW w

‘v\K

w

1
’W

i tfl I 

\ 1 . 
I A’ 9


