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Loar, Theresa A. 

From: 
Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

O'Reilly, Maureen T. 
Tuesday, Augus115, 2000 5:22 PM 
Loar, Theresa A.; Soto-Harmon, Lidia E. 
PROMOTING THE ROLE OF EGYPTIAN WOMEN IN POLITICAL LIFE 

SUBJECT: PROMOTING THE ROLE OF EGYPTIAN WOMEN IN POLITICAL 
LIF 

SUMMARY 

1. (U) FIRST LADY SUZANNE MUBARAK, ADDRESSING A CONFERENCE
OF THE NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR WOMEN, URGED WOMEN TO PARTICIPATE
IN POLITICS, REGISTER TO VOTE, AND RUN FOR OFFICE. SHE
CHALLENGED "MYTHS" THAT WOMEN DID NOT AND SHOULD NOT
PARTICIPATE IN POLITICAL LIFE. SHE CALLED UPON POLITICAL
PARTIES TO SUPPORT FEMALE CANDIDATES FOR THE UPCOMING
LEGISLATIVE ELECTIONS. FEMALE POLITICAL PARTICIPATION IN THE
ARAB WORLD IS "DISCOURAGING," ACCORDING TO AMBASSADOR MERVAT
TALLAWY, HEAD OF THE COUNCIL. A PAL TRY 3.3 PERCENT OF
EGYPTIAN LEGISLATORS ARE FEMALE. THIS NEITHER REFLECTS THE
SIZE OF THE FEMALE POPULATION NOR THEIR LEVELS OF
PARTICIPATION IN OTHER IMPORTANT FIELDS. PRESCRIPTIONS FOR
THE 1\11ALAISE INCLUDED A WIDE SPECTRUM OF MEASURES, FROM MORE
ACTIVE FEMALE PARTICIPATION IN VOTING ANO CAMPAIGNING TO
ESTABLISHING A QUOTA SYSTEM FOR WOMEN PARLIAMENTARIANS.
DEPRIVING GOVERNMENT'SUBSIDIES TO PARTIES THAT DO NOT RUN
FEMALE CANDIDATES WAS ALSO SUGGESTED,

COMMENT 

2. (U) IN ONE RESPECT, THIS HIGH LEVEL, NATIONALLY TELEVISED
CONFERENCE WAS SURREAL IN LIGHT OF RECENT CRACKDOWNS ON CIVIL
SOCIETY AND INCARCERATION OF DR. SAAD EDDIN IBRAHIM. ON THE
OTHER HAND, THE PROMINENCE OF THE SPEAKERS AND AUDIENCE
HIGHLIGHT THE IMPORTANCE OF WOMENS' ISSUES IN EGYPT TODAY.
ANOTHER NGO, THE EGYPTIAN CENTER FOR WOMEN'S RIGHTS,
SPONSORED IN EARLY JULY AN ELECTION CAMPAIGN TRAINING SEMINAR
FOR CANDIDATES FOR THE UPCOMING LEGISLATIVE ELECTIONS. THE
CENTER RECEIVED MORE THAN 150 APPLICATIONS FOR TRAINING.
WOMEN IN EGYPT HAVE TRADITIONALLY PLAYED IMPORTANT ROLES IN
EDUCATION (35 PERCENT OF UNIVERSITY PROFESSORS) AND
GOVERNMENT (20 PERCENT OF EGYPTIAN DIPLOMATS, MORE THAN 30 
PERCENT IN NON-SECURITY MINISTRIES). PROMOTING THE ROLE OF
WOMEN IN THE LEGISLATURE WOULD SEEM A NATURAL PROGRESSION.
INCREASING THEIR NUMBERS ANO VISIBILITY WOULD BE VIEWED AS 
"PROGRESS" IN CIVIL SOCIETY, WITHOUT THREATENING THE STATUS
QUO. UNSPOKEN, OF COURSE, IS THAT THESE WOMEN WOULD LIKELY
SUPPORT THE RULING NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC PARTY WHICH PROMOTED
AND EMPOWERED THEM. END SUMMARY AND COMMENT

MRS. MUBARAK LENDS HER PRESTIGE TO WOMEN'S ISSUES 

iaJ002 
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3. (U) MRS. SUZANNE MUBARAK, ON JULY 12, CHAIRED A ONE DAY
FORUM ON WOMEN IN POLITICAL LIFE, SPONSORED BY THE NATIONAL
COUNCIL ON WOMEN. FEMINISTS, POLITICAL ACTIVISTS, ACADEMICS
AND FORMER FIRST LADY JIHAN SADAT PARTICIPATED IN THE
WELL-ATTENDED FORUM WHICH TOOK PLACE AS THE VARIOUS PARTIES
PREPARE LISTS OF CANDIDATES FOR THE UPCOMING PARLIAMENTARY
ELECTIONS.

MUBARAK'S MESSAGE: WOMEN MUST PARTICIPATE 

4. (U) IN HER OPENING REMARKS, WHICH WERE TELEVISED
NATIONALLY IN THEIR ENTIRETY, SUZANNE MUBARAK STRESSED THREE
POINTS:
-- PARTICIPATE: PARTICIPATION IN POLITICAL LIFE DOES NOT
NECESSARILY REQUIRE A SEAT IN THE PARLIAMENT. IT REQUIRES
SUSTAINED, DAILY INVOLVEMENT IN THE DECISION-MAKING PROCESS.
WOMEN MUST BE ACTIVE NOT ONLY AT HOME, BUT IN THEIR JOBS, IN
CLUBS, NGO'S, SYNDICATES, AND POLITICAL PARTIES. THEY MUST
VOTE AND HAVE A SAY IN!DECISIONS AFFECTING THEIR LIVES AND
THEIR FAMILIES.
- HOW TO PARTICIPATE· REGISTER TO VOTE, GET OUT AND VOTE, BE
A CANDIDATE - RUN FOR THE LOCAL COUNCIL OR THE PARLIAMENT.
WOMEN MUST PARTICIPATE ACTIVELY IN LEGISLATIVE AND
SUPERVISORY POSITIONS.
•• MYTH ANO FACT: MRS. MUBARAK CHALLENGED THE "MYTH" THAT
EGYPTS HISTORY AND SOCIETY 00 NOT ENCOURAGE OR CONDONE
FEMALE PARTICIPATION IN POLITICAL LIFE. THIS IS A FALLACY
THAT HAS ENCOURAGED POLITICAL PARTIES TO SHY AWAY FROM
NOMINATING WOMEN. HISTORICALLY, EGYPTIAN WOMEN WERE
POLITICALLY AND SOCIALLY PROMINENT AND SUCCESSFUL. GIVEN
THIS HISTORICAL PROMINENCE, POLITICAL PARTIES SHOULD
RE-DOUBLE THEIR EFFORTS TO IDENTIFY ANO SUPPORT FEMALE
CANDIDATES.

TALLAWY: SHAMEFUL STATISTICS 

5. (U) IN HER SPEECH, COUNCIL HEAD AMBASSADOR MERVAT
TALLAWY REVIEWED THE HISTORY OF FEMALE PARTICIPATION IN
EGYPTIAN POLITICAL LIFE. SHE TERMED CURRENT LEVELS OF FEMALE
PARTICIPATION �DISCOURAGING," NOTING:

•• AVERAGE FEMALE PARTICIPATION IN POLITICAL LIFE IN ARAB
COUNTRIES IS 3.5 PERCENT. TUNISIA HAS THE HIGHEST RATE·
11.5 PERCENT AND EGYPT ONLY 2 PERCENT.
•• EGYPTIAN WOMEN REPRESENT 3.3 PERCENT OF THE PARLIAMENT.
NINE WOMEN ARE IN THE PEOPLE'S ASSEMBLY, 5 OF THEM APPOINTED
BY THE PRESIDENT. WOMEN OCCUPY 15 SEATS OUT OF 264 IN THE
SHURA COUNCIL. ALL OF THEM ARE APPOINTED.
•· IN 1984 WOMEN OCCUPIED 10 PERCENT OF THE LOCAL COUNCIL
SEATS. THIS FIGURE HAS NOW DROPPED TO 1.1 PERCENT.
-- IN 1987, POLITICAL PARTIES NOMINATED 22 WOMEN FOR SEATS IN
THE PEOPLE'S ASSEMBLY, RISING IN 1990 TO 25 WOMEN. DROPPING
IN 1995 TO ONLY 17.

WE EGYPTIAN WOMEN MUST ASK OURSELVES, TALLAWY SAID, WHAT IS 
CAUSING THIS REGRESSION? WHY DO POLITICAL PARTIES REFRAIN 
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FROM NOMINATING WOMEN? DOES PUBLIC OPINION TRULY REJECT THE 
FEMALE CANDIDATE? SHOULD WE ESTABLISH A QUOTA SYSTEM 
(PERMITTED UNDER EGYPTIAN LAW) FOR FEMALE CANDIDATES? 

ROUNDTABLE PRESENTATIONS 
-------)----------------

6. (U) ASSISTANT FOREIGN MINISTER AND MEMBER OF THE
NATIONAL COUNCIL ON WOMEN MUSTAFA EL FIQI DISCUSSED THE
CONCEPT OF CITIZENSHIP, ARGUING THAT A GOVERNMENT THAT IS
BIASED IN FAVOR OF ONE GROUP OR PARTY IN THAT SOCIETY IS A
DICTATORSHIP. HE STRESSED THAT SOCIETIES MUST ADOPT
MECHANISMS WHICH WILL OPEN THE DOORS TO PERMIT POLITICAL
PARTICIAPTION TO ALL FORCES AND PARTIES AND PROVIDE EQUAL
OPPORTUNITY FOR REPRESENTATION IN PARLIAMENT AND DECISION
MAKING CIRCLES. HE ADDED THAT DEPRIVING OR MARGINALIZING A
SPECIFIC GROUP WILL UL TlMATEL Y HAVE A NEGATIVE IMPACT ON
POLITICAL LIFE, NATIONAL HARMONY AND SOCIAL RECONCILIATION.
RELIGIONS HAVE PLAYED A ROLE IN PLACING THE MALE IN A
SUPERIOR POSITION. HOWEVER, TOTAL CITIZENSHIP REQUIRES THAT
MEN AND WOMEN BE EQUAL. EL FIQI SEES IN THE UPCOMING
PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS A TEST OF THE CONCEPT OF CITIZENSHIP.
THE PROOF WILL BE FOUND IN THE LEVEL OF REPRESENTATION OF
COPTS, WOMEN AND YOUTH.

7. (U) DR. JANNAT EL SAMALOUTY, POLITICAL SCIENCE PROFESSOR
AND WOMEN'S COUNCIL MEMBER, CONCENTRATED ON THREE POINTS:
AMBITIONS, IMPEDIMENTS TO THEIR REALIZATION, AND CHALLENGES
AHE. .D. .
-- AMBITIONS: REAL FEMALE EQUALITY REQUIRES EQUAL ACCESS AND
MEANINGFUL PARTICIPATION IN POLITICAL LIFE. WOMEN MUST BE
EQUAL PARTNERS IN LEGISLATING AND POLICY MAKING. EGYPT HAD A
HISTORY OF ACTIVE AND PROMINENT PARTICIPATION BY WOMEN IN
EGYPTIAN SOCIETY. PA.BTIClPATION IS EVEN MORE NECESSARY TODAY
IN LIGHT OF RAPID QEYELOPMENJ ANO INIEBNAT10NAL DEMANDS FOR

,. /UTILIZATION OF Al I HUMAN RESC>URCES TO ENRICH POLITiCAL, · "-
SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENiS.
-- IMPEDIMENTS: WOMEN ARE MARGINALIZED IN THE POLITICAL
PARTIES AND IN THE PARLIAMENT. THEY ARE MORE EFFECTIVE AND
ACTIVE IN PROFESSIONAL SYNDICATES AND TRADE UNIONS.
•• CHALLENGES: RESPONDING TO SOCIAL PRESSURE, ESPECIALLY
FROM FEMALES WHO BELIEVE THAT A WOMAN'S PLACE IS IN THE HOME;
ALTERING SOCIETY'S PERCEPTION OF A WOMAN'S ROLE AND HER
ABILITY TO MEANINGFULLY PARTICIPATE IN POLITICAL LIFE AND
SHOULDER HEAVY RESPONSIBILITIES; OVERCOMING THE MALE MONOPOLY
IN DECISION-MAKING CIRCLES. MEETING THE CHALLENGE OF
PARTICIPATING IN THE UPCOMING PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS, EVEN
IF IT REQUIRES ESTABLISHING A QUOTA FOR WOMEN; AND
POLITICALLY EDUCATING, MOTIVATING AND MOBILIZING THE SILENT
AND APATHETIC FEMALE MAJORITY.

8. (U) CAIRO UNIVERSITY POLITICAL SCIENCE PROFESSOR. DR.
NEV!NE MOSAD REVIEWED THE 1995 ELECTIONS AND THE LACK OF
FEMALE NOMINEES. SHE REVIEWED STEPS TO BE TAKEN BEFORE THE
NOVEMBER ELECTIONS AND STEPS TO IMPROVE THE GENERAL
MMOSPHERE SURROUNDING THE ELECTIONS.
SHORT TERM MEASURES:
-- STRENGTHEN CONFIDENCE THAT THE ELECTIONS WILL BE FAIR AND
INDIVIDUAL VOTES WILL COUNT;
-- LAUNCH MEDIA AND POLITICAL CAMPAIGNS TO ENCOURAGE THE
PEOPLE TO VOTE;
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-- TRAIN WOMEN TO BE EFFECTIVE CANDIDATES - HOW TO SET A 
POLITICAL AGENDA AND RUN A CAMPAIGN: 
-- URGE POLITICAL PARTIES TO NOMINATE WOMEN; 
-- SUPPORT FEMALE CANDIDATES EITHER FINANCIALLY OR THROUGH 
THE MEDIA: 
-- ENCOURAGE FORMER WOMEN MP'S TO EXCHANGE VIEWS AND MENTOR 
NEW CANDIDATES: 
-- COORDINATE EFFORTS BETWEEN PARTIES, NGO'S, AND OTHERS. 
INTERESTED IN PROMOTING WOMEN. 
LONG TERM MEASURES: 
-, FACILITATE VOTER REGISTRATION; 
--ASSIGN A QUOTA FOR WOMEN PARLIAMENTARIANS; 
-- RETURN TO THE PARTY LIST SYSTEM: 
-- FORM A NATIONAL COMMITTEE FOR ELECTION 
SUPERVISION/MONITORING HEADED BY A TRUSTED NATIONAL FIGURE; 
-- URGE WOMEN TO DEVELOP THEIR LEGISLATIVE SKILLS AND 
PERFORMANCE. 

DISCUSSION 

9. (U) DISCUSSANTS INCLUDED NO'MAN GOMA AND AYMAN NOUR (AL
WAFD PARTY), RIFAT EL SAID (NPUGP), MOHAMMAD ABDELLAH (NDP),
LAWYER TAHANI EL SEGALi, NGO DIRECTOR NEHAD ABOUL KOMSAN AS 
WELL AS FORMER PARLIAMENTARIANS. OPPOSITION MEMBERS STRESSED
THEIR SUPPORT FOR WOMEN'S PARTICIPATION IN POLITICAL LIFE,
SPECULATING THAT A LACK OF TRUE DEMOCRATIC PRACTICES AND
TRANSPARENCY MAY DISCOURAGE POTENTIAL CANDIDATES. BOTH GOMA
AND EL SAID THOUGHT THE GENERAL ATMOSPHERE OF RELIGIOUS
EXTREMISM IN EGYPT TODAY WORKS AGAINST WOMEN CANDIDATES.
AYMAN NOUR ADDED LOGISTICAL COMPLICATIONS TO THE MIX. VOTERS
HAVE TO GO TO THE POLICE STATION TO REGISTER AND CANDIDATES
HAVE TO CAMPAIGN IN THE MANY POOR AREAS TO BE EFFECTIVE.
10. (U) ABDELLAH ARGUED IN FAVOR OF ESTABLISHING A QUOTA
SYSTEM AS A TEMPORARY AIDE TO ENABLE FEMALES TO GET
PARLIAMENTARY EXPERIENCE, BUILD PUBLIC REPUTATIONS AND
CONSEQUENTLY GARNER PUBLIC RESPECT AND SUPPORT. HE ARGUED A
HARD LINE BE EMPLOYED ON CAMPAIGN FUNDING: THE GOE SHOULD
STOP SUBSIDIZING PARTIES THAT DO NOT NOMINATE A GIVEN NUMBER
OF WOMEN. A SIMILAR ARGUMENT WAS PUT FORWARD BY LAWYER EL
GEB,\LI, WHO STRESSED THAT THE ATMOSPHERE HAS BEEN "POISONED"
BY RELIGIOUS EXTREMISM AND BY THE CULTURAL INFLUENCE OF SOME
ARAB COUNTRIES WHICH PREFER TO SEE WOMEN MARGINALIZED. NEHAD
ABOUL KOMSAN CITED EXAMPLES OF SUCCESFUL WOMEN WHO PERFORMED
ADMIRABLY IN LOCAL COUNCILS AND DISCUSSED HER OWN RECENT
EXPERIENCE TRAINING FEMALE PARLIAMENTARY "HOPEFULS".

11. (U) IN CONCLUDING THE PANEL, MRS. MUBARAK CALLED UPON
SEVERAL LAWYERS WHO DIFFERED ON THE LEGALITY OF A QUOTA
SYSTEM, TO EXPLAIN THE ISSUE. IN CONCLUSION, SHE NOTED THAT
THE QUOTA ISSUE NEEDS TO BE ADDRESSED AND THE QUESTION OF ITS
LEGALITY RESOLVED IN ORDER TO FIND THE BEST WAY TO ENCOURAGE
WOMEN'S PARTICIPATION AND TO INCREASE THEIR CHANCES OF
WINNING IN THE UPCOMING ELECTIONS.
KURTZER
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Cairo,V, January, 1998. 

As you know from the /AA 's Director General, Norman Vale, I 

was given the privilege to chair the Worldwide Advisory Board of the 

!AA 's "Project of Hope".

When Mr. Vale was in Cairo last week, we agreed that the 

working title of the project will be replaced from now on with the line that 

summarizes the principal theme of the project - GIVE A KID A HAND. 

All future messages will reflect that change. 

We expect to launch an all-media, global communications effort 

which will focus entirely on young children (0-5 years of age) and what 

volunteer help can do to· give them the best possible start in life. Our 

children are our future and I personally cannot think of a more 

worthwhile cause. 

The !AA will not be competing with existing charities that are 

already doing so much work in this area. The !AA 's effort is not to raise 

money but to encourage personal participation. As the slogan suggests, 

they want each and every one of us to look for a way to "give a hand" 

through personal contact. 



.. 

- 2 -

The "hand" that you can give is to accept the IAA 's invitation to 

become a member of our Advisory Board. Your public support through 

lending your name will add considerably to the prestige of this global 

endeavor and help ensure its success. 

To paraphrase one of the campaign's ads - it's not your money, it's

not even your time ... it's your blessing we want. 

We look towards your cooperation in helping us give the world's 

kids a hand. 

Sincerely, 

-5 � .._ L -11. Q, 0,.�

Suzanne Mubarak 

Mrs. Hillary Rodham-Clinton 

-
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Thank you for the chance to talk on the phone earlier today. I am sending along, here, 
several items which will supplement the letter you will receive from Congressman Clement and 
his staffer, Laura Bryant, concerning recent problems of the persecution of Christians in Egypt. 
Thank you very much for your and the First Lady's consideration of these materials and the 
issues they raise. 

By way of my own background, the issue of religious persecution has been my expertise 
during my 11 years with Senator Lugar. Mrs. Clinton graciously agreed to a request we 
previously made of her on her trip to Pakistan, where she raised concerns about the anti­
blasphemy law with the Prime Minister. I also was asked by the White House to assist in 
preparing her remarks for the Beijing Women's Conference. Last year, I led the team which 
drafted and negotiated the passage of the International Religious Freedom Act, which the 
President signed in October. Laura Bryant and I worked closely together on the development of 
that bill. 

I am eoclosing: 

(1) A Boston Globe article on the arrest and torture of hundreds of Christians in Al-Kosheh.
Laura is sending you a copy of a recent letter to Mubarak signed by over 100 members of
Congress, asking for a proper response by the government to such horrible police abuse.

(2) A Washington Times article on the same issue.

(3) A Christian Science Monitor article on Egypt's crackdown on human rights groups,
prompted, in part. by the Egyptian Organization of Human Rigbt's report on the Al­
Kosheh incident.

(4) A Freedom HouJ.·e report on the abduction of Christian women, providing details behind
two of the cases cited in Congressman Clement's letter.

(5) The investigative report by the highly-regarded Egyptian Organization for Human Rights
on the arrests and torture which occurred at Al-Kosheh.
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Q Copyd ght l.95!8 Gl.cbe.. Newspaper COl!IP=Y.. 

Coptic cleric's pligh� fu.e1s a I�ligiou!I rift in Egypt 

By Charles M. Sennott, Globe St�ff, 10/15/98 

EL BALY1>.NA, Egypt - A bishop of the Coptic Chu.rch here �aces charges t:hat 
c..az.xy the �ath penalty \lil.d.er govermn.ent !!edition laws after spea)ci.ng out 
ag�inst ••systcndc, inhllJll,tUl an� unspeakable'' police abuse against 
cnristians in this remote reg!on of �per Egypt.. 

The tive-count indictment agai.n..st Bi�hop Wissa - a� well a� allegations of 
t.o�t::u.r;e and. bru.tal interrogations of hundred� oi Christian!3 in a sm.all 
fanuing village in the Nile Delta - bas triggered a nationa1 wave of anger 
in recent days =ng the lt\inoritt Coetic Christian3 in this ove.rwhel.mingly 
Islamic :nation. 

''P.a.thai:::: th.an a.dd.I:es.s allega.tior:L3 of to.x:tu.re, they a.ri:ested the bishop• It 
is an outrage. The Christian community was already angry and no� it is 
!u.rious," sai� the Rev. Pula �ad, a Coptic priest from the diocese who ha�
been working �ith th8 fam.ilie3 who suffered at the hands of the police.

'l:hi,s case has enx:aged Mu.s.l..i.m3 and. Cb.-cisti.an.s a.lile. The scory ha5 un:folded 
aznid rising claims o! discr1ll\ination against Christillns .in Egypt, where 
I�lam.ic tundair.encalis.m. has eadily taken J:oot in many levels of society. 

The Coptic Church is the native Christian ch\U:ch of Egypt. It t�aces it� 
Loocs back to Sc. Mark che Evangelist, l1lld p��des itself on orthodoxy. 
Egypt' a Coptic rninori ty represeots roughly 9. pe.rcant ot the count.ry' s
population of 60 million. 

Wi..s�a.•s a.J:LCS� l.ast weekend br�w;h.t to abo.illn.g point tensions that 
began silnmeri.ng ewe months ago. On Aug. 14, two Ch.ristia.n r�siden�s of the 
v.illa.g.e.. � Al.. Ko.s.beb ., wi.th.i.n. Wi.s.s&.' £ di.oce.se. abcut.. 15. i.ules north of .tuxor,
were killed and their bodies dumped u the Christian
section o! town.

Ch.ti..st�a.n. �eli.g�ous Leado�s, h'Uil1all. �ight� woue�s and residents of the 
town believe t:hat the 010 .tnen �6�e xilled by five M.lslim men and have 
offered evidence to 3U.bstantiate theix case. But the Christians say that 
police have dismissed clailus against the Muslims and have i:un 
�ou.gh.!lhod.over the Christian.. c.oIIllll.U.D.i�y to f.ca.me a Christian s�speet. 

, 

They accuso!I th@ police.of igno.ring evidence .incriminating the Muslim 
su3pects to avoid the potential unrest that could e�pt between Musli= and 
Ch.ristian.s i£ Muslims uere arrested. 
WhA.t. began. as imu::d.c1:. - not uncommon 1n Uppe.r Egypt, �ere 1nternec1.ne clan 
-wa.r:i and honor killings abound - has stix-red deep emotions over re·ligio'll8 
differences in a to"'1D. that is 30 E��cent Cb..r.is�ian·and ,a.percent Ml..1!,l:wi,. 

In the past siA weeks, police have xounded up more than 1,200 C hiistian 
residents of AL-Koe.heh. fo� que�t�on..1..ng. ,t-(.any of these allegedly included 
the use of blind�ol�, beatings and electric shocks. There are also reports 
of victims being boUhd and hung from window grates inside police detention 
ccn��rs. Deca.incc� have been bald for as lonq ae two week� �ithout being 
formally charged. 
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several woni.m interviewed by the Globe ::,aid t'.hey were verl:>ally assaulted 
a11d threatened with rape. The:{ also said that two children u.nde.r the age of 
2 were thrown to the floor in an attV!lpt to force testimony that their 
hu1,;band.s did the killings. 

Wiss.a. claims tlla.t. ti.lo �t..i.an.. cons�u UmiL the A.on.y wer.-: forced to 
testify again:it a Christian ltl,ail who =� stand.a cha:rged. The father of on_e 
Qf.. the. men_ t.o.l.d. Yli..8.sa. tl:uLt the t_e.5.ti.JzigJlies. � £o.z:.ce.d.. and that they wanted 
to .retract thezn.. When Wir,sa intervened and bz:ou.ght the issue to the 
o1,tt.ention. o£ Coptic.. E>op-u. Sl:ienuda. :III in �- aod th.8. office of President 
Hosni Mubarak, the local polica grew furious and called in Wissa for 
qnestiooing. al:lou.t.. wha.r. they te.i:mcd.. ''ob3t.:cu.cti.0I>. o!. jU3tice.'' Wi::isa, a 
re5pected, 60-year-old Christian cleric who wear3 the traditional long 
besrd-2.Dd.- black ve..,tment;s. a£ the...COpric. �, was detained aDd. 
interrogated on .Saturday Wld then rel.eased on bail penci.ing a haaxing. "What 
happened he.c.e._.." ii.i..a.3a aa..id. in. an. in1:e.o-i.ell •. ' '"t.Ja.s. systemic, 1oh'l.1l'tlail and 
un.speakable ... '.)!he police have created tile people o·t our church a5 less 
� hnmen Ju:ld-�e.nJ:.l.y.tb.e.y :.�e me ..._a a terrorist. 
Do I look dang erous to you?'' 

Iusi de the. couz.t.y:a.:d. o..E. the Cb.ur::ch. of. th.e. �eL ill.. Al..-Kosheh, hund.reds of 
resident:;, gathe.red Monday to make tbeir own clal.lll.5 of police abuse. 

Pc>Z� na.l.d.. up. a.rms- a.nc:L Pink] es til.at-- appeaJ:,ed.-:raw f.rOln rope l:nu:ni, and. 
bruised li.lnb.!1. They chaz:ged that the polic� had used an �l.ectric generator 
\-0..J:b. a. b.an.d... crank to slliic±.. th£i.r.. eaLS_ and. in. some C.!l.Ses genitals. 

A man named Moris held up his 14-month-old son, Gamel,and showed a 
b-as-eba:l.l�:red-1:::rxui.:,-e- orr tha-- el:ri:ld- 1 s· l:owex ba.clt that he claimed ""1a5 

in£1.ictod when the police threw the child to ehe ground in tront of hi�
mother.

Human �ts_ lawyers_ in_tex:p.ce_t the i.ndict:m.en.t a.gai.?lst him as truJnped-up 
charges presented by a regional cou.rt. It contains !ive counts, i..ncluc:1i.ng 
• 'tb.reaceninq nation.al securit�' • and '' .spreading extremist ideas to cause

sectarian stri£e.'' 

B.ecau.sa the c:;ha.r:_ges £.a.l.J.... un..de . .r::. Egypt's an.ti.t.e.i::.rcu�.um laws, lawyers foz: the
Coptic Oiurcb. and hl.)J?laD. rights organizations said that they coul.d carry the 
death 12enalty. But they abo ho:eed a highe.r court would di�.nuiss the.m.. . 

Gove.rnmen.t o:f£icial.:s have not cOI111Uented other than to say tnat they a.r:e 
in..ves�i.gating the allegatioo.s of. police ab\Ue. Se.i:us,� presidential adviser 
Osama E1 Ba:z said in an. intervie\.f ''What has happened in Al-Kosheh is a 
local cr1.mi.na1 matter �d it does not reflect any wider problem between t..he 
MU.sli.m.3 and Christians 0� Egypt.'' 

Ha.fez. Abo-SeadA ... sec.x:.e.t.u:,y gen.e.i::.a.l. o� the Egyptian Human llighca 
organization, s&id, ''Thi:s is a dramatic case of random arrest, torture, 
and deqrada.tion of hund.J:eds of e.eoele. We have neve.r .seen a ca!le as 
�idespread and systemic a$ t'.his.'' 

But Abo-Sa.eda aai.d. th.e significance Qf. the. c.a-'l.e has lass to do with 
problems botween Egypt's Muslim.:, and Ch.risti.ns t.han t.dth h-uma.o rights 
violations by the state. 
'''l'.b.e. 'li.r.,.J at1ons o� human rigb..t..s. by th.a po.l..i..=:a. and. �e..c:u.rity £orce::, in Egypt 
is. a na�ional. problem,'' he. �ald, .. ' 'not just a Cb..ri..stian. one,•• 
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Persecution and coverup in Egypt
gypt celebrated rhe fiftieth anni veraary of the

activists. Held for IS days without trial in prison, the

foraign country and disaeminating felse informabnn

•I

the middle of the night Oct. IS. On TUesdny, the

_________ ______ , . 1 have 
appeared in the Washington Post, the Sunday Ible-

claims he used a $25,000 ptewOT victims of abuses, and that there was no

t
I-

i
i

!

i
!

I

n't understand why the groups weren't looking fcr 
truth.

g ------ ---------- -  * — '»» ” —
ing diem sgarch far truth. 'Brodaira after ius boss was

that the murderers were Muslims was tn round up 
over 1,000 Christians for investigation—and abuse- 
The embassy admits to abuses by the accused police 
officers and said Thursday that according to a high-

I
J _■

the abuses. According to the eyewitness, two of the
ofrvrr* nrs vAmtion dun*-

bXTu^dmmve'StatolhflTtianwumen . of^Stigatinn inSoba^ second district, according 
^d m the d.^H.>d,'^Ldirigm Rcutcrereports' He to the letter from el-Kosheb. The ^/Pbnn
said the investig5<minto tS persecution of Coptic denira any promotmns bavemtam place. ItJ*» 

r^<rnp.-3ifc;n'> agamgir the government.Irtte- religious leader in upper Egypt told Freedom

check from the British pariiamenft human rights proof of injuries 
rrnmninw? tn publish the report (citizens of countries
with true freedom of the press may wonderwhath
wrong wiiii that, but Egypt doesn't qualify.) Mr-
Saada, himself a Muslim, insisted the chryk whs

monay^asuspldousGermancngamzatmtofer-

rrS^forhripa^Mpfar^^lherePOrt simple ore of religions tenriw in one village. It it

TT^ gypt celebrated the fiftieth anniversary m me 
■H Declaration of Human Rights this week by 
I ^launching an offensive on Egyp* human rights

ra,fi^S^te,Suuaay.bu.b3eUre=«m
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l>‘^2,SSS?SS^KSereta™lv«lta «
a “slander campaiEu’’against the government, IniB- religious leader in upper Egypt told Freedom

^BmtbeguvernmenthasHnintMreStingwayofhdp- rias of tteal-R^vill^a^^
mg them inch far truth. TWo days afterhisboss was 
released, EOHR attorney Mustafa Zidnane was ernment? The al-Kosheh matter is obviously not a

. The four men aer uHed of mrnire have txen trans­
ferred to administrative poatfans, according tn AFP. 
At least nn" of the men accused of abuses, Hani 
Gamal, bns been promoted tn the poatian of Chief

i-LL, L.„._ SX: ta I- I1>zati™willOto»nlyinEgyi™«>»i™n’b«,Ksta

rela““'“[' “ “"o” mSp^Egypt^SlMUloniA

The embassy says that the murders of two Cop tic a year. In exchange for it, the least we ought to be able 
Christians in that town were perpetrated by Chris- to expert is that the Egyptian guremment refrmu 
bans, nor Muslims. Maybe that view explains why the from acting in silence to the voices of al-Kosheh 
local authorities’ response to Christian's complaints Christians and the Muslim rights activists.

been arrestEd far their tnmplaints to authnri- cates wouldn’t have been targeted. Beside impris 
have been oning.lhe Muslim Mr. Saada. poUce rwdetLffieC^ 

released the charges are frill outstanding- Moris based Arab Program far Human Rjghis Activists ui 
Sad»ik. another Wyer who helped publicize the al- fu“ 1 * Tb^sdav. the

i '•
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l! 

■I
I

! ..; 
n 

i ■

■ ■

!• 
i ■

officers in questfan said they were on vacation dur-

rionship between

quite friendly."
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Egypt's crackdown on rights 
groups reverberates in region 
■ Law could immobi­
lize human rights 
movement. Other 
strttcs may follow suit. 
Dy Diana Digges 
SpfCIII tn The OHiSlli!n Sclentll Monilor 

CAIRO - Since ihe hwmui rlgti\3 
movement began In U1e Arab 
world more than a decade ago, 
Egypt"s has been recognl2cd as 
the strongest The groups that 
proUferated here have served as 
crucial political opposlUon to <he 
governrnent. 

But now a siring of cvenm- lll­
cludlng leglslaUon awalllng action 
b}' parliament - lms many fcartng 
that the Egyptian human rights 
movement Is In danger. Irs also 
feared IJtat human rlghts advo­
cates In o<her Arab countries may 
soon face challenges as weU. 

'·A crackdown on Egypt means 
a cra ckdown for the whole re­
gion,·· says Ha,f ez Abu Saada, sec­
retMy-gencraJ of U1e EgypUan Or­
gantzauon for Human Rights 
(EOHR). Mr. Abu Saada was ar­
rested Dec. I ond det:alned for slX 
days for allegedly receMng for­
etgn runds w!th the lnicouon of 
"harming naUonaJ lntercsts.� .. 

Thirteen years ago. lhe human 
rights agenda - freedom from po­
liUcal pcrsccn!Jon, freedom of as­
soclaUon. a.net frc�dom of expres-

slon - was loo exploolve for for­
mal discussion in the Arab world. 
Instead Egypllan activists and 
represcntaUvcs from other Arab 
countries flew to Cyprus to estab­
lish a reg1onaJ organization. 

Some of the fledgllng nauonal 
orgaruzatlons thal came out of 
that regional conference were 
shortilvcd. In Egypl's case, how­
ever, the organtzauon survived 
and bas spawned a host of other 
groups ln the 1990&. 

"Human rights grouµs have 
become Che last resort Cor cri­
tiquing Egypt,· says Bahey cl-Din 
Hassarf, director of the Cairo ln­
sUtul'e f(!r H_uman RJgbls Stud1es. 
"The _po.sltion of poUUcaJ partJes 
has been contained and margln­
allzed. There·s no serious cr!Uquc 
of the govcmmenL • 

Rights w,lation, on lhe rue 
Reports of gross human rights 

vlolatlons ln Egypt have lnereased 
ln r�t years, culmJnaUng in a 
lel.ler from New York-based 
Human RJghts Watch In Novem­
ber that appealed· to President 
HosnJ Mubarak to acknowledge 
and stop the vw1despread� use of 
torture by the country's security 
forces. 

Act1vl.!!ts say Abu Saada's de­
tenuon came as a form of pu.n­
lshment for a report ubllshed 
the E ate ptember. Thal 
report described the mass arrest 

and torture of residents 
In the prcdomlnantly 
ChrlsUan village of l;kl 
Rosheh 1n Upper Egypt. 
. Western counlrlc.s 
often maintain that Cop­
Uc Christians are a per­
secuted mlnortty· 1o 
Egypt. despite denials 
from prominent Copts .  
The EOHR was adamant 
to point out that the al­
leged abuse and torture 
lt documented In El 
K.oshel;l was a matter or 
police bruta.Uty. 

�The . government 
knows perfectly '!{CU that 
the EOHR said lt was not 
a matter of rcllglous per­
secuUon . They used what hap­
pened ln El Kosheb and the re­
sponse to It lo some foreign 
cJrcJes as a golden opportunity to 
moblltzc public oplnJon against 
I.he human rights communJty In 
geoeral," says Mr. Din Hassan. 

The more Jmmed!ate reason 
for Abu Saada's arresl was an ln­
vestlgaUon undertaken after a se­
ries of articles appeared In No­
vember in lhe private weekJy El 
Osboa. a paper widely seen t.o be 
dotng the governmcnrs work . 

The articles accused the 
EOHR or accepting a $25,703 
check from the BrlUsh Parlia­
ment's human rights committee 
In return for publl.sh.Jng whal the 
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OH TRIAL: The hands 
of a suspected Mus­
lim militant hang out 
of the cell where he 
awaited ruling in 
1997 in Cairo. 

ganlzaUons by requiring 
them lo submit projects 
and fundlng proposals 
for approval; and to dis­
miss board members il

finds obJtctlooabJe. 
"The new law Is ex­

tremely ugly." says Ychla 
aJ-RJJale. one of Ole coun­
try·s most eminent 
Judges and honorory 
chalr of Egypt's Judicial 
Club. '"And !l's unconsll­
tutional." Egypt's Constl­
tullon guaranlces the 
right lo establish a non­
governmental organlza­
Uon and lo participate 1n 
NGO actMty. 

E11nic,-u.R1w �u appears that the 
paper claimed was a false report Egyptian govcmmeot ts trying to 
on religious persecution 1n El lnUmldalc and silence the voices 
Kosheh. Documents from the thal cootlnue to expose Its grave 
British Embassy ln Cairo and lhe human rtgbts record." said 
EOHR Indicate the check was to Hanny Mcgally of Human Rights 
conUnue funding a pro�am of Watch ln a. statement this monU1. 
legal aid for Egyptian women. Ripples are already being felt 

In olher Arab countries. lo 
Yemen, for example, a law on vol­
untary associations was drafted 
by lhe human rights community. 
A counterlaw was then drawn up 
by the government, and both laws 
were lo go to parliament. 

Restrictive legislation 
Meanwhile, legisla�on will 

come before parliament this ses­
sion Utat could c!fecUvcly immo­
bilize lhe bu.man lights move­
ment In Egypt The law would· 
empower the government lo ln­
tcn•enc In board decisions of non­
governmental organtzallons such 
as bu.man rights groups; to ac­
quire direct control OVT.:r these or-

But wheo the Egypuan govern­
ment drafted Its restrlcUve law, 
says Abu Saada, Yemen qu!cldy 
foUowed sull, and the other two 
laws wuc wtlhd.rawn. 
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> 
> In a  number of casee t.hat Preedom Ho)J.Se investigated in Egypt, young

> Christian girls were taken by Muslim men to be forcibly converted to

> Islam, often with the·cooperation of local police. This has even

> involve girls below the legal age in Egyptian law at which a pereon can

> change hie or her religion.
·>
> The Center's forthcoming report, Egypt's Endangered Christians
> (available April ll, finds the following: Vulnerable Christian women and
> girls are one of the p�imary targets of Muslim militants who are

> determined to transform Egypt by force into a fundamencalist Islamic

> state. They often pressure young girls to convert to Islam and offer

> financial inceIJ.tives to encourage their conversion. Sometimes the girls

> are manipulated by offers of wealth and security. In other cases, they

> can be abducted or coerced into conversion. Six hundred cases were

>,reported to the office of the·coptic Patriarch, Pope Shenouda III, in

·> 1997.

>
� SOME ·coNVERTS TO ISW1-·
> 

> ;,,.  different set of problems arises for people who may want to change, or 
> are accused of wanting to change, their religion from Christianity to
;, Islam. In a number of cases that Freedom House investigated in Egypt,
> young Christian girls �ere taken by Muslim men to convert to Islam,
> often with the cooperation of local police.
>
> since che conversion of a Christian to Islam also brings shame upon 
> Chriscian families, such families may be reluctant to admit that one or
> the members, typically a daughter, has in fact converted voluncarily
> because she wishes to marry a Muslim. Consequently, there are cases
> where a family claims that a relative has been kidnapped when in tact
> she hae eloped. Nevertheless. there are credible reports from many areas
> of Egypt that militant Muslims kidnap or manipulate Christian girls into
> converting. This can even involve girls below the legal age in Egyptian
> law at which a person can change his or her religion.
>
> V\llnerable Christian women and girls are one of the primary targets of 
> Muslim militants who are determined to tr;;msform Egypt by force into a
> fundamenealist Islamic staee. They often pressure young Christian girls
> to convert to Islam and offer financial incentives to encourage their
> conversion. Sometimes the girls are manipulated by offers of wealth and
> security. In other cases, they can be abducted or coerced into
> conversion.
>
> One Protestant pastor told the Freedom House delegation that girls in 
> hie town near the city of Minya are targets of manipulated conversion to
> Islam. Christians in the area are very poor, so the young girls can be
> easily deceived with promises of money, apartments, and husbands. The
> pastor also said thac chese girls usually discover thae the promises
> made to them turn out to be untrue, but they fear returning to their
> families. Not only is it unacceptable in Egyptian society for unmarried
> women noc co be vi�g�ns, but they may face deaeh from family members who
> believe them to be sexually promiscuous.
>
> This targeting of young Christian girls for conversion is not confined 
> to Upper Egypt, where the majority of Christians live, but also occurs
> in the large cities in the north. The following two cases reported to
> Freedom House concern the coercion of an underage girl and a case of
> kidnapping. They are similar to other incidents that were described to
> the Freedom House delegation.
>
> THE SHAKIR FAMILY 
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> 
> On March 6, 1997, 13-year-old Teresa Shakir, a Coptic Christian who was 
> in the 8th grade at a state school, was taken by her teacher. Osama Abdu
> Youssef, believed to be an Islamic extremist, to the police station in
> Wasta, a village near Beni suef. There the teacher and the local police
> tried officially to declare her a convert from Christianity to Islam.
>
> Her family went to the Chief of Police in Wasta and signed a form 
> stating that the underage girl should be returned to her facher.
> However, the local police who held her at the station did not comply.
> The family then contacted several human rights organizations, Pope
> Shenouda, the head of the Coptic Orthodox Church, and the office of
> President Mubarak. The central government intervened and Teresa was
> released from the local police station on March 15. Security officials
> had held Teresa incommunicado for nine days. Police sources told the
> family that in this period she had changed her religion to Islam.
>
> According to defense lawyers and family members, Teresa's older brother, 
, Adly Shakir, testified to prosecutors that on November 30, 1997, he 
> recurned home at 4 a.m. to discover that his parents and his younger
> brother Adel had been shot to death, and his sister, Nadia. had been
> wounded by g-unshot. Teresa was also dead, her stomach cut open and 
> disemboweled (this method is said to be used by the extremist Islamic
> Group al Gama•at Al Islamiya, for those it accuses of apostasy). Adly
> said that when he ran to the police station to report the incident, the
> police immediately arrested him and accused him of the murders. He was
> subjected to electric shock torture and beatings to force him to
> confess. As a result of the beatings, he was paralyzed on one side of
> his body, and could not stand. The electric shock had burnt circular
> marks on his wrists and ankles, which were observed by Egyptian human
> rights workers.
>
> Defense lawyers maintain that a nwnber of critical due process 
> violations occurred during Adly's trial and that the eye�itness
> testimony o! a neighbor was ignored. Adly �as convicted and sentenced to
> death by hanging. Since the conviction, he has been denied access to hie
> lawyers, denied family visits, and an appeal filed on his behalf has not
> yet been acted on. The family sar that the American Embassy refused to
> give them assistance.
>
> Teresa's sister, Nadia Shakir, was hospitalized for nine days for her 
> wounds. Although Izzat, another brother, says that he asked that she be
> returned to him, she �as released to an uncle on the condition that the
> surviving members of her immediate family not be allowed to see her. The
> uncle died shortly a£ter and the police took custody of her. At this
> time, her whereabouts are not known to the family.
> 

> Freedom House is concerned that Adly Shakir may have been falsely
> convicted and that he has been subjected to torture. Preedom House is
> also deeply disturbed by the police•a refusal to allow the family access
> to Nadia Shakir. Finally, we are concerned that the police were
> complicit in declaring a thirteen-year-old girl a convert after holding
> her incommw.icado.

> THERESA ANDRAWES
>
> Family members report that oo April 2, 1998, Theresa Andrawee, a 
> 22-year-old Coptic wom�n who worked at the Agricultural Research Center
::. at Giza, near Cairo, was kidnapped. They say she was an active Sunday
, School teacher at St. Mark's Church and was known to be a devout
> Christian.
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> some colleagues had accused Theresa of making anti-Islamic statements, a
> charge that she denied. one co-worker, Ala 'a El Din Salah Tantawi, an
> engineer, reportedly threatened that she had blasphemed and would face
> the consequences under sharia law.
>
> According to family and la.....yers, on April 2, as she left work, Ala'a, 
> along with others believed to be members of the militant Islamic Group.
> Al Gama'at Al Ialamiya, followed hsr. Eyewitness accounts by her
> employer and other co-workers said that the four physically dragged
> Theresa into a taxi in front of the Research Center. Her father, with
> whom she had been living, reported this to the police in Shebeen Al
> Qanater, but unbe�-nown to the father, who is illiterate, the police
> reports listed her case as a "missing person report," not as a case of
> kidnapping.
> 

> When there was no action by the police, the family sent appeals to the
> Minister of the Interior, the Prime Minister, the President, and the
> American Embassy to no avail. They also appealed to the office of Pope
> Shenouda, who intervened directly on their behalf with the State
> Security Investigative police (SSI). The SSI promised the Pope that it
> would arrange a meeting between Theresa and her family. The SSI also
> reported that Theres� had freely converted to Islam and that as soon as

> it had time to complete the documentation of her conversion, she �ould
> be able to meet with her family.
>
> Several months after these events. there had still been no contact 
> between Theresa and her family. She had not returned to her job and had
> not been seen publicly. The police and the SSI claimed they were not
> holding her captive. The family did not know her whereabouts and had not
> seen or heard from her since April.
>
> In August 1998, Preedom Rouse was told by the First Assistant to the 
> Minister of the Interior, General Hani El-Ezaby, that Theresa had

> converted to Islam of her own free will. A document presented by General
> El-Ezaby stated that a meeting had taken place between Theresa, her
> father, and her priest in JUly, 1998. She reportedly had said that she 
> loved A1a'a and that she had gone with him freely. The General said that
> Theresa bad married Ala'a on July 12.
>
> Theresa's father and uncle then told Freedom Bouse that Theresa's father 
> was forced to sign a document stating that he would cease looking for
> his daughter. They said that they were not able to speak to Theresa,
> that she did not come into the room, but only appeared in the adjoining
> corridor in the company of the SSI. The father said "she looked drugged
> . • • as she stood in the corridor twenty meters away from me.'' The priest
> present on this occasion was not the family priest but a man delegated
> by the local diocese for liaiso� with the police and who.bas an office
> in the police station. No lawyer was present.
:,, 

> In view of Theresa's known Christian involvement, her active church
> work, sudden disappearance, lack of public contact, testimony of
> abduction, and the Becurity force's lack of cooperation with the family
> in che case, Freedom House feara that Theresa has been held against her
> will and remains concerned for her well-being. Furthermore. the SSI's
:,, promise to produce Theresa after her documentation had been completed
> implies that they knew where she wa.o. but were not willing to cooperate
:,, with the family. Meanwhile, the police had harassed the family for
> pursuing the case and had demanded that the family members sign an
> official agreement that they would cease searching for their daughter.
>
> 
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Colleccive pun.i.sh!lienc in 
U-Kcshe.h village
[:Raodom a.rre.st, t.ort.ll:-• and
de¥ad.ing tree.r.ment of e�cizens)

� EOD roporG on the race-fin.ding Jllission sent to �l�Xo.sheh village to 
iinve.stiga.t::e Che colleccive pimi.sment:. �� ch.e police o! h.undrcd.� of ci�i:zc::r::i:1 

ll&Ddo,n a.rres-c, tort�re and degra.cting treat:meat of cicizeu.s in' 
Al-Ko�hoh.l 

� 

Uocil mi4-August 1998, liccle �as �wn ;a.bouc Al.-Ko:,heh. � viiiasa locaccd 
in the govez:norate o! Suhag. AJ.-Kosheh i.s an orc1iaary v.1.llage whose 
topology, popul.a.cion and living stancl�d• ma.Ice i-c similax to 1110st villa.ges 
o! che Del t.a and Upper !:gypc. 1.-;s. -��ly �-��inq�3:v.o !'actor 1.s that. ;!F_s.,
,P.?pul..a.t:ic:D. is. :ma.de of &:a.�d.. s�ven.ey 'pee. c:�t. Copu ahci ti>irt:y per cent. • 
HUs1ims, It:s irlhabitanc.s u�ed t.o live in a cohe3ive, t�1e�r:Uy a.nd ha.rmonic 
way. A.ccouil.c,g to all �t t:.estimcQ.ies .received by the Jrci:,:si.on :s�nt by cne 
£OHR co the village, no dispuce or ce031on of any kind ever a.r,ose in tbe 
�illage for r•ligious reasons. 

In tbe evening of F�iday, 14 J).ugu3t L9�8, t�o yoUDg men from the vill�gc, 
samee� e�eici4. a..a.d .Karam �Slller, aged is 4ll.d 1� respectively, were found. 
de.sd. The circumst:ance:, . indie�ced chat: cheir killing i;,a_s one ot chose 
�ot11a10n ease: �h.i.c.h eake p�ace from eime co cme i..n £c,ypt.'a cicits, co�c..s 
a.od villages - The.re !o%e. i:n acco rda.nce 'Ji cb. che crilllina.l la"', che police 
sncul.d. have sea.reed sea.rchic.q tor che perpet=ator.$ .so t.ha.t. tbe.y c01.L.d be 
brought: co just.ice and recaive a !air �\lQishnle�c. �owever, the police ot 
Oa..r A.1.-Salaam·co�n had anocher poinc o� vie�. They parted !rom c:he premise 
chat tne perpec:at:or tm.1sc he a Chriscia.� in oraer co avoid wirest �etween 
the MUsli.ro. and Ch.ri.5c:ia:i ;;,opv.la.e1on. Howeve.=, t:heir illegal al'ld. eccencric 
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behaviour piaced the quiec village of ;>.l-�osheh ��ddeniy i� �he �potiighc., 
%aisi..ug again t.he issue of the problematic Lelationsbip between the polic8 
4-Qd citi2e�s, botll inside and outside police st�tions. !he follo�ir.g i� c�e 
de5criptio� of the fin.dings of the face-finding mission sen� by 1:he �OIUl. to 
Al.-l<:osneh. 

Wit:..h 'th.e da� 'of su:urday, 15 Au�st, everye.b.1.ng changed in Al-Ko.,hh. The 
wi�e s��..i..:it: :pcraticn l&unc!:l.e� i� se��cn of ��e r.!!!ers ef Sanee= Eueida 
ai1d Ka.ram Tam.er pi:-ovo')ced a. scate of te.rror ilhd fear among che people. The 
LOBlt .eg.z::et:, to sa.y that: the beha.vioi- of tlle police CO?I.S'C.itu't.ed. a bl.i:anc. 
violation ot the Egyptian. Cons�itution a.n.d the Cri.nd.?tal Procedure Code, tWd 
A gro��.vioia�ion of people'a ric_;h�s And free�aJnS aDd of t:.heir human· 
dignity. 

�cordi.nq t.o a..rt:ic:le 184 of the Egyptj_an C.OD-9t:.icutio� o.r 1971, "The police 
a��horlcy sba.l.l .be a civil body - It shul pexf0nn. its duty in the_ peQple's
::servic:�, lrlalllt.&in peac:e and security, prese:rve o.rde.r:, pUbl.ic security a.lld 
moraJ..it";y, and �du1:ake the implelllehtacion. of c.he d1,1-cies imposed up0t1. 1.c by 
l.a,,,a and re�atioo.:,, i.n the m.a.nnet: pte�c:ribed by rhe law.•• Rcgret:t::ably, 
the po1ice me=cr• Ch.�qea ��ch moint&i!Lili� peace and �ccurity, !le.rvin� �he 
people of Al-�o5hch, and prcte�t.i.ng public sec:u.rity Oid hat abide by c.he 
du.ties of their role, wh:i.c:h i� a major !actor for social s�a.bility in a 
state .ruled by the law. 

Tho £OHR ll'liasion tound that che �c.mber3 gf t:h.e Dar JU-Salaam. police $t.ation 
and cha 'Sec:uri,t..y Directora't.e of Sul:lag Governorat.e ovez:re.aet.@d in tiuir u�e 
of [Che pra.cciee ot c::.oll.ect.ive puni�hlaent1agai.nst the ie.h&biunts ot 
A1-'1t0 !!he.ll.

0 

to:z: t:h• l'IIUX'der g� sameer Z1.1eida and Ka.ram Tame�. 'the. security 
re3ponse included. the ..:!3�!!}....,�.;;J ....... � • .,i��da�i0n of.)'l\&Zldred!! of •
citizen:,; bost:&gc-i:&ki:c.g, ·ed. -tht? ·u.se of"torcure t:o axt:1:a�t coui:essions. 

t: . 

The liscs of .:hose dec.air:i.ed incl�c1ed \lhole families, 11:\0t:hcr.s, el.derly, 
qirls and cbild%en. Al.so, a.rre:ting people from. th�i.J: homes, t.ha police 
to�ce� inB'Ul.�ed and incimida�ed all family nember:. 

The JT0,in objeeciv-e of EOKR'� mi�sion va, tQ el�cid.ata �h•ther or not: ehc 
cri.zne had �pecia.l. il!iplieations or e..n0ugb gra.vi1:y to ju:sti.ly �e illegal 
me8..9ures �a.ken PY Che se�ity force�, whi� constitut.od grave vi.olat:ions 
of c:ile riqhe!i, freedoms and human dignity or Che people ct ·icos.heh. le. T.la.s 
:un;,o.rt.ane �o clarify whether this �u an ordituu:y murdl!r or not, and 
'Uhechcr c.h.ez:e 'IJ,11,a AZlY relation between. t:he religiou3 idea.ticy of the 
vicci.m..s - �ho were Christian.$ - and the mu.rde.r. 

�a b.is ce�timo�y co the EOBR de.l.ega�e, Bi5hop Wi2�� • Bishop ot 8elina -
Sohag, said.: "In Al.-!Cos.hh village, and. io. the whole ·dioce.:se, there are 
absoiu.c:ely no �:1p1.u;ss ·1::ie�ccn Mu.slilr\S and Christians - In cni!I "1.1.lage in 
particular, in \Jl:lidl �he. n\lll\be..r ot ehrist.1a.ns is ve.ry lar:ge, they live in 
peace with t:heir Musliln brothers. This meims tl\at the killi09 is 1u2t a 
no'rNl murder and not. a. p<>lit:.ical. cno." 

V4riou.:s in1:erp.rer..a:tions circula.ci.ng :b. c.ne vill&911 al.le9ed that the cri?tle 
was �ocivat•d by e.DJUi�y and �evenge between the vicc:i.ms .ad che Kuash�a 
faJXl.ily. Haris Al-Ooso�ki, from Al-KA.rasr.wa !aAily, had die� recen�ly and, 
.l.lt.hough t:he cireu=t.ui.cc:s of the dea�h uc:rc: normal, the tillll\ily ha.d ac.:used 
5arneer t�eida a..n.d Kue.Jn Ta.uer o! h4vin� poisoned hizti �hl.le �e �as sleeping 
in his b�d. och�r scorie� spoke o� tl\e two victil!'l3' bad repuca�i0n and 
behaviour • ..rh1.ch included garwling and dri.clcing a-lcohoJ.. 

t{O'-'ov•r;:':•Cbez:e ""8.!I 9er:act"al agr�ema.nt a.mcnc;i all Chose inc.erv.iewed by c.he 
_t.OBll mi'sision cb.a.1: t:he k:.lling 1Jas .an orr!ina.ry c:cilne eh1L,: had no reli(fious 1 

;l:,r·po1ic.ical..d.imen�io0s/ a�d chac ics pa:-p�t=3tor �ould be Muslim or 
-- . . ... · . . . 
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ctjxisCian.

The security forces practices, an attack Oft legitimacy ana hmnan rights

brutal torture and ill-treatment co coarce them to conf ess
cormiRhed the crime or to give information on the identity oftfie^^ ' ,

iperpetrators.

in><>on ? ]J n

In addition, article 3 6 of the Code of Cruainal Procedure commits members 
of the police, as law enforcemthE officers, to listen to the accused and in 
case they find nothing to claim him innocent, they must send, him within 
twenty-four hours to the connetent Public Prosecution Office. However, the 
events which took place in the Al-Koshh village contradicted this 
stipulation. The police did nor observe the mentioned legal period, ^people 
were kept Illegally detained for days without being presented co chff?iput>li<£ 
prosecution- Moreover, during their illegal detention they were exposed to '

According co the accounts of the people of Al-Koshh interviewed by the EOHB 
mission, following the finding of the two bodiea, the security forces
1 ^unr-hed a campaign of random arrests that did not only include those 
suspected, but also a large part of the population.sources estimate  ̂
the number of those illegally arrested during the search—fair-they 
perpetrators to have exceeded 1,130 people. Moreover, it was a conroon 
practice co illegally arrest whole families. The lists of chose detadned 
included mothers, elderly people, young girls and children.

In cases other them the flagranto delicto atatad in article 34, article 35 
permits law enforcement officers, when there is sufficient evidence against 
ap accused person in a nal or mi a demeanor a case, to take the
appropriate precautionary measures and to irrenadiately ask the Prosecution 
Depaxtraent to issue an arrest order.

The events A? nonitored by the EOHB indicate that during the arrest of 
hundreds of people of Al-Koshh. village, the police officers did not observe 
the provisions of article 35 of the Code of Criminal Brdcedure. There was 
no “sufficient evidence" against those arrested to justify their arrest 
without prior permission by the Public Prosecution. 'Testimonies verified, 
by.xhe EOHR indicate that upon learning about the crime,' the security 
forces .arresetd more .than ,1,200 people without sufficient evidence of their< 
invoivement in the crime-'The very fact of arresting such a large number 
reveals the lack of any sufficient evidence in the hands of the security 
forces regarding the perpetrators. This fact is a grave violation of 
article 41 of the constitution and of articles 34 and 35 of the code of 
rn-ina] Procedure- It also contradicts an established rule made by the 
Court of Cassation that "Being informed or notified of a crime is not 
sufficient to arrest or search the accused. The police mist conduct 
invastigations about cho report, and in case these result in strong and 
sufficient evidence of the validity of the notification, the arrest of tha 

accused c-an be warrant cd - ”

The EOHB. strongly condemns the resort by the police to random arrest as it 
constitutes an attack on the Constitution and the law, ag well as a gross 
violation of the right to freedom and personal security. Article 41 of the 
Constitution asserts that “Individual freedom ia a natural right and shall 
not be touched. Except in cases of flo.gran.ee delicto no person iaay De 
arrested, ■ inspected, detained or his freedom restricted or prevented from 
free movement except by an order ... by the competent judge or Che Public 
Prosecution .. in addition, article 34 of the Code of Criminal Procedure 
permits law enforcement officers in cases of flagrante delicto in criminal 
or an'sHojnoanara crimes whose penalty is more chan three months in prison, 
to order arrest of the accused if there ifl sufficient evidence of hie
involvement in the crj.me. By virtue of article 35 of the mentioned Code, if 
th* accused is not present, the lau enforcement officer has the right to 
issue an arrest order and it shall be mentioned in the police report.
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Family torture a taw form, of torture

Torture with a ceiling fan

ma

gunong the signs of torture noticed by the EOHR representative on the body /

Ayman's brother, Romani Boctar Michael, ll-years-old., did. not fare any 
better: "On. 16 August, they arrested me, my sister Aratiouxa and my mother
I was blindfolded, hands and legs tied up, and. hanged in the slaughterea 
animal position. They put a wire to my ear and asked me to confess that my 
father and brother were the killers. Then, officer Abu Al-Fadl ordered them 
to hang me from the ceiling fan. They turned the fan on and off 
intermittently until I felt extremely dizzy and lost consciousness. When I 
recovered, I ih a detention room, where I remained tor six days until
my release on 21 August."

When asked about the details of his torture, Al-Ameer Boctor Abu Al-Yamaen, 
who was charged with the murder in collaboration with his father, he said 
to the EOHR delegate:

"On 15 August, they arrested me from tny home and took lue to Al-Kogheh 
police station. There, officers Hani Gamal and Islam Bek tried to force 
to confess that I had killed tha said persons. When I refused, they nanged 
me and beat me with handc and whips. They also gave ma electric shocks in 
the penis and toes. On the fifth day, they transferred me to the Dar 
Al-Salaam, police station, where they practiced new ways of torture. 
Hanging, again, in Che slaughtered animal position, they beat me one day 
and gave me electric shocks on the netfr, alternatively. Thy carried this on 
for 12 days. I was released on 16 September upon a decision by the 
Assistant Minister of the Interior after 32 days of detention." 

In the initial stages of the search for the perpetrators, suspicions 
focussed on Boctor Abu Al-Yameen Michael on the grounds chat his d^^ghrer, 
Huxeyya, 15 yeaxs-cld, was having a lov« relationship with one of the 
victims, and that when the father found out about it, he killed the two 
young men. To verify this allegation, the police detained all the members 
of the family of Boctor Abu Al-Yameen and brutally tortured them to mate 
them confess that their father was the killer.

Ayvun Boctor Abu Al-Yameen described these events as follows: “I was a.uay 
from home for twenty-four hours to seek the good offices of gome person to 
release my father, who was arrested on 15 August 19SB. When I arrived home, 
I found no one in. I asked the neighbours, who told me that the police had' 
taken, them to the police station. I hurried there and found my sister, 
Arasoura [aged 13], crying in the corridor of the investigation section. My 
sister fianeyya [15] was in the investigation office with her hands tied, i 
also saw my mother at the end of the corridor and heard the voice of my 
brother Romani [11], who was crying from the torture. I asked a detective 
to inform one of the officers of my arrival- Then, I was suaanoned to the 
investigation office, where many officers, among whom I can recall Hani 
Gamal, Abu Al-Fadl Thabit and Islam, asked me normal guestions and then 
started to torture me. First, they blindfolded me, forced me to remove my 
cloches and connected electric Wires to my body, one to the penis, and a 
second to the right toa. They kept giving me electric shocks for one hour 
with some breaks during which they beat me. Then, I was hanged in. the 
slaughtered animal position until, after one hour, I passed out. I was 
taken to a dark room, tied, for three days during which I was tortured to 
make me admit that I had helped my father to kill the two men. In the same 
room with m was a conscript called Abdu Michael, who was in a mie 
condition from, the torture he had suffered. He was hanged to the window and 
begged me to make a false confession that I had bought a weapon from hint, 
but I rafuaed. I remained In detention until 18 August 1998 ."

I

I
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^or.Al-taaex Sector, were infected, five centimeter wound in the right h^nry
^ridTBany ocher infected wounds in-tmrTeTTrwana; and longitudinal injuries 
^CWl^nnff. fo six centimeters in both legs. He inovO3 his right h^d with '
difficulty. I

Even the women were not spared, the torture

was

Kanevyn Boctor. Ab: 
rSJSKaScative-J"

Illegal detention of the father for 34 days

.R I ft*

The saaie story Uli repeated with Amours Sector Michael, 13 years-old. She. 
was tortured in the Dur Al'■Salaam police station for four days to. force tier 
to confess . that her father uas the killer- She was tied, hanged, given, 
electric shocks and beaten.

"I was arrested on 1G August 193B by officers Hani Gamal, Abu Al-Fadl 
Thabit and Islam Bek. In the police station, they took ma to an officer’s 
room and started beating me to make me confess that ray husband or son w8ra 
the killer. When. I refused, they tied my hands and. legs and hanged me in 
the slaughered animal position, they also gave me electric shocks, beat me 
with a Stick, and slapped me repeatedly on the face. I remained four days 
in detention, during which I was tortured daily."

The father, Boctcr Rbu Al-Yameen, suffered the worst torture during the 34
days he was held in illegal detention: *‘I was arrested on 15 August 1998.
at eight in the moxnlxig. in the street. At the police station, I was
blindfolded and hundcuffed before they took me to an officer's room. As
soon as I antarec., it turned into hell- I chink chey did not miss one form 
cf torture in their quest to force Sis to confess to the crine; electric 
shocks on sensitive parts of the body, rape threats against my ^ife and 

The main police hypothesis on the crime was that there was a love 
relationship between A daughter of Boctoc Abu Al-Yamaen and one of the 
victims, and that, her father had killed chera when he learnt about the 
relationship. To prove the validity of this idea, they arrested all members 
of the family, women, men and children, and subjected them to severe 
torture to force them, co confess that Che father, Boctor Abu Al-Yameen, 
the killer.

Boctor. Abu Al-fameen, 15 years old, said to the Eohr - 
'On 19 August, officer Hani Gamal came to die house and 

asked me about the accident of Al-Koshuha, and whether I knew the victims, 
whan 1 said that I did not, they took me and my two little brothers to 
Al-Kosheh police station. They beat me and than transferred me co Oar 
Al-S&laam. police station, whera I was held alone in a room. There, I was 
tortured to make me confess that my brother or father were the killer. Thay 
tied my hands and legs with a strip of cloth and then hanged me from my 
1 -iraba. They attached two wires to my toes and gave me electric shocks. When 
I fainted, they poured cold water on my face. Thia lasted until eleven in 
Che evening, when they took me, tied up and blindfolded, to the detention 
room wltn other people. The following day, at about nine in tha morning, 
they took me again to the questioning room. Officer Islam Bek e^ked me 
about me relationship with one o£ the victims and slapped me oa tha face. 
The sama was repeated in the evening by officers Islam. Bek and Hani Gamal- 
They cried CO force ma to confess that my brother had killed the victims 
when h.a learnt about my relation with one of them. On. 19 August, at 12 
midnight, I was taken from the Dar El-Salam station to Al-Kosheh station, 
and later a guard Cook me home. Three days later, I was sumuoned to 
Al-Kosheh station and held in the room of officer Mohammed Kotb, who tried 
again to force me to confess. I was released at 12 midnight. This scenario 
was repeated for many days."

The mother, Una Aaia, recalled the events of her arrest and torture by 
saying: 
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Ter cure or cha vicejjnj' relatives

The -torture of an eyewitness

A second acteippc to find a murderer

On 19 Angusr, che police arrested. Zakareyya Botrous Berasha, aged 27, apH 
guegtioned hira about the validity of the statement zaade by his cousin, 
Ayman Boctor, that tie was with him in the coffee shop at the time of the 
criroa. When Zakareyya Botrous confirmed the statewnt, the policemen 
tortured him, severely to force him Co change his statement and confess that 
his cousin was the killer- According to his story, he was hanged in the 
slaughtered animal position, given electric shocks, slapped on tha face and 
punched in various parts of the body. He was kept in illegal detention for 
20 days. Until his release on S Saptember.

"On. 29 August, a police force headed by officer Moharraned Mansour arrested 
me, my brothers Hagui and. Wa«l, and &y mother Kama] a Fayiz Abdal-Massieh, 
and took ds to AJL-Kosheh police station. There, the detectives hl -indfni 
nm, tied, my h/mri-s co my back, and took me to an. officer. He started asking 
me about my whereabouts at the time of the crime. Then, they tortured, me to 
tcake me confess that Boctor Abu Al-Yameen was the killax of my father's 
cousin, hut I denied, it. They connected an electric wire to my eeur and gave 
me electric shocks i_nuermlttently, and. they also beat me, Fron where I was, 
I could listen to the cries of my brothers Wael and Nagui, who were also 
being tortured.- We remained in detention 12 days." 

an his return from Cairo, on 30 August, the father learnt that his family 
were ih. Che Da_c Al-Salaam. police station. Ee went there and asked, to meet 
officer Islam Bek. As soon as he entered the office, the torture began. 
Sameer Sa'd. described it by saying: 

The relatives of the victims were also illegally arrested aad tortured to 
make them confess that Boctor Abu Al-fameen and his son were the killers. ' 
This was the case with the family of Sameer William Saad, a cousin of one 
of the victims. Ee along with his wife and three of his children were 
arrested and tortured to make them confess that Boctor Abu Al-Yaraeen was 
their cousin's killer. On this, Alaa. Saneer William Saad said: 

"As soon as I entered the office of Islam Bek, I was ordered co remove my 
rln*~hes except fax tha underwear. Hue officer then, beat me with hia fist on 
the breast and. I felt to the ground- Ha told me that either I testified 
that Boctor Abu Al-Iameen and his son Ayman had killed my cousin or I would 
be thrown in the detention room. When I refused to comply, I was hanged and 
given electric shocks. They went mad as I kept refusing to make such 
confession, they stood on my chest and stomach, which made me lose control 
of my bowels. That was on September. They also threatened me with 
fabricating a drugs case against me if I did not confess. I was tortured 
for 12 days, all through my detention."

daughtejcs., hnng< tig from, the dooc, of the detention room, beatings with 
sticks and hands. They kept torturing me for 34 days and did not stop until 
I vomited blood. On 16 September 1998, officer Mohammed Kerb referred me to 
Che public prosecution accused of possessing ui unlicensed weapon- However, 
the pranecu-ticn ennfi rmeo. that the charge was false and that I had been 
detained in the police station for 34 days, and they released me."

In addition, to Boctor Abu Al-r&meen. the police had another suspect, Moreea /" 
Shukralla/ They arrested him on IS August and took him to the Par Al-Salaam 

police Station. The police also took is hostages his wife and child, Gamal
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Co couiess chac he had killed

in front of him. He

At the same time, Abdu Michael Mileik, a conscript and the only prosecution

by then in decention - Marzouka said that after beating and slamming her

Korees, eighteen months-old, co force him
Saineer Ewcida and Karam Tamer.

t ----- ------- — r -  ------- —— —— - — m m ^r*U c***‘-t UJC wp
witness,’ was' suiwBoned from hia unit in ths army and arrested. He* was held 
in Al-Kosheh police station for IB days during which he was held on a 
window in the position of the cross and beaten intensively to make him 
confess chat Shyboub was the killer. He said that he was not allowed to 
drink, eat or go to the bathroom to relieve his bowels. He added that he 
became so thirsty that he had to suck his wen clothes. He only confessed 
when they threatened him with raping his mother. He mentioned this in the 
prosecution report, but his confession made him the only prosecut-ion 
witness in this casa.

The EOHR does not wish to comment on the results of the investigations and 
on whether they are close to the truth or not, but it strongly condemns the 
torture and other coercive measures used'by the police during the 
investigations. The EOHR wa3 able to obtain information that the police 
tortured and coerced many illegally detained people to force them to 
confess that Shayboub was the killer. Even the only witness who confessed 
that Shayboub had commineed the crime was not spared, according to the 
information received by the EOHR, from the torture and coercion. Here 
follow Seme at the accounts received by the EOHR.

Michael Mileik Michael

“ mkUii- Jdh wxcxi CAe i n ch.e
evening of their murder as they were gambling and drinking alcohol a

killing them on the spot. The accused was attested and referred to the 
Public Prosecution Department, which ordered his imprisonment pendino 
investigatians. ’

Eweida and Karam Tamer. They added char the investigations revealed that 
the murderer was Shayboub William Artori. H« was with the victim

to Al-Kosheh police station five days after the incident. Their brother was 
by then in detention- Marzouka said that after beating and slamming her. 
officers Ham G<unal, Al-Zoghabi Ibrahim, and Monammed Kotb threatened her 
with rape, and that they hanged her in the slaughtered animal position, and 
gave her electric shocks in sensitive parts of the body. An Chi3 took 
place xn front of her brother. They wanted her to confess that Shayboub

ID bis- testimony to the EOHU, Morees Shukralia said that the police beat 

remained 19 days in detention and was Chen released. 

|?rhdrd aCCempC .Co find a nurdere/

An EOHR representative interviewed Michael Mileik Michael and three of his 
children: Abdu, Mhrzouka, and Nasra. They were all subjected to severe 
torture by the officers of the police station.

Michael said to the EOHR representative mac he was arrested on 14 August 
by officer Hani Gamal. In Al-Kosheh police station, he was insulted in a 
very strong language and ill-treated by the officer, who kicked him, tied 
and blindfolded him, and hit his head strongly to force him to confess that 
Shayboub was the murderer, geremained in detention three days and was z 
released at the dawn of the fourth./
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was the Killer.

He told Che EOHB. representative that he

Killer, but lie did. not.

zape^unlesa shB confessed that 
' 3he given electric

threatened him vxth raping her if he did not confess that 
bit b_ fl2 —1- Ha was released after four days.

Imposing- protection taxes

was kicked, punched and hit with hard objects by people he

W31410 hlIi: ’siy that

-n?Cdu7°' Accor<iii5 « the son's testimony,

d. me roc Md took xna «5ed

to eatifess rVihr ____ >____ _____ - y “am

As fox Nasra, she was threatened with ; _ 
Shayboub was the killer and, like her'sis ter,

co the EOHR chat guards and 
-. on them in return

In this regard, Ghaetas 
. ,he ”as arrested and taken Cc

Uaa severely Cor cured for fiv8 days 
' ’ W-L“Zuf5*St!d ,:hxee d*ys later, 

beaten and given electric shocks. T’ ®P^on' 

-------------, came tp his house y.d demanded
l.i..; or arrest him.

tortured again until the next morning, when he wM released, 

Galal Raami Eabashi, 21

Oh 19 August 1598, the police arrested the father of GaJLal Raami

2^3of us 
to confess that Shayboub was the murderer. Shen I refused, I waa beaTPr, ’
severely am given electric shocks in the ears and toes for one full Sour 
Then, I was released. In the sazne evening, two police detectives Mus. „d ..,,4 „e eo go eo the poU„ 5Ltio„ L

shocks in sensitive parts of the body in front of her brother 

Nadi Ayyad Botrous

Many of the inhabitants of Al-Kosheh complained ullc Lw 
low-ranking investigation detectives impose a form of tax 
for not being reported, or arrested as suspects.
Sergoms Bolous said that, on 15 August 1990,
Al.-KQah£h_ polijce station, i " 1_  ___
before he was released on 19 August. He
r~ — — . .  . .

which he w3s insulted, I
after hla releama. a detective ;
LE 200 in order not Co inform about him

Say that Shayboub is the , 
. r—-------- --------------- m- •——When he refused, he was handed in the

positron Of the slaughtered animal and given electric shocks in the ears 
and penis.

the Murderer. When I refused, I wag re-arrested and tortured again*'’ 

Ayoub Hanna Shenouda, 37

P»uee ,"ct:yr

He alleged that
------- 1 a payment of

while the family of Michael waa tortured, another family that of w=.ri-i 
Ayyad Botroua ,agad 30 >, ua, also carjatad. H. aaU^j

representative chat, cn 16 August, n» and his family uare r  

a whole day to force him to confess chat shaybouh t^^er ™"e

released on 2B August and re-detaihed on Z September with^he same 

of making him confess that Shayboub was the murderer. When he refuset^he36 
was tortured again until the next ___  - . n rerused, be

According to his atory, he was suspended from a window for a whole dav
Cha floor. They also brought hi3 wife and

Shayboub was the
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Concl'ULsiofi.s and recommendations

any real

of collective puaisinwuc /neaeuxes by the police in their seaxci/f^Se

the grq35 violaxions that took place in Al-Kosheh villaaa 
"r vrn r4n -al . .v. z _    

having committed a crime. Information received and documented bv the

but also against their relatives suspects only
— — —of

Chat he had bu-£
severely. Some days later, after Zeinh^m had’been~i^riZoned^d

he was tortured. He ua$ 

. ------- ' to work as

Also, Ayyad Lamei Gad reported that, cn 17 August the ____
held him in detention for several days during which r« uor(.r asted 3x1:1
not released before he had signed a document comixtioq himself 
A TYilirp i n 7 woui.

-euwa
----------- _j or those wanted for the implementation

The regrettable events witnessed by Che Suhag viUage of Al-Koshah have 
renewed the EOHR-s fears chat che grave violations DV ’ *

secuxicy forces against the rights and freedoms of the citizen^
renewed the EOHR-s fears chat che grave violations 
(---------J----

human dignity may create a situation of deeo animosity 
and the security forces. Such enmity would be the result of 
and continuous illegal practices of police members 
uninterrupted enforcement of tha cr.::;;;.!, 7
supervision on thair behaviour have

coinmirted by the
-------------1 and their
between the people 

■ —! the numerous 
who, under the 

emergency lav and the absence of

Sea a^d S JelnhlOT Mo^ed Badr, who v4S arrested on 30 July
19 90 and charged with, kidnapping a girl called Iman FaySai Farah He wa/ 
tortured in the Zawit Ghazal police station to make hii confeS3 th” he had 

ie^Xch T )'iilad1the giri' chat *«er that he had buried
her uxch the help of seme relatives, who were also arrested and tortured 

Hre d:ys afcer zoinhum had beeri
Se mUrd^ Hy Che P,4hL±C PfO3CCTJtiOQ' the 9-1 ^rned UP tn

Cue?““ 'h' hia tled tO t» -14

i F 7. osocriminacion against Coptic citizens’. The increase Useof collective punishment /neaeuxes by the police in their search the 

perpetrators of a nonaal criminal case, the perpetrator of which m-v be 
Muslin or Christian, raises again the issue of the relation between 
citizens and.1 security forces. Baaed on the information received bv the 
EOSR. the gross violations that took place in Al-Kosheh villaga were not 
isolated individual events of which one or more members of the nalice can 
be held accountable. Similarly, it was not a 'special' case in’which the 
nature and characteristics of the place and its population tinted S 

police practices with cruelty, violence and inhumanity. The crave 
violations occurred in Al-Koaheh reflect the prevailing relation between 
police and the people. Violence is the method adopted by policemen to deal 
with people whether in police stations, during interrogations, ©r evsn when 
dealing whit people outside the police stations. a

on tn.ir behaviour have starred to believe that they enlov 
total immunity from accountability and punishment. ’ 3 y

of persecution and discrimination against Coptic citizens’. The increase u«

Qn the one hand, the EOHR observes that torture and ill-treatBient of 
citizens have becoma a deliberate and coimaon practice by policemen and 
their assistants. .Infonaacion documented by the EOHR over the past seven 
years points out that most- cases of ’ torture • and ill-traatment of citizens'' 
in police stations take place at the hands of policemen directly followino- 
the arrest..ahd before they are referred to the competent public ?
prosecution. .These practices take place to coerce the ■-'ictimr to confess eo 
having cerarnitted a crime. Information received and documented by the EOHR 
also reveals that as soon as a crime occurs, rhe police make lists of 
possible suspects, then they arrest and torture chera. until someone 
confesses. In many cases, confessions extracted under torture have proved 
false when the real perpetrators were later found. Moreover, many P 
confessions are just made to avoid torture and ill-treatment and sometimes 
more than one person confess to the same crime.

held him in detention for several days during which

a police informer.
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wu. xjtfcLkkA, UUC UAJ3C4rve3 ULULU VAOXKtU^a IS Mt GanXlUed To

poliet atatiens, t>uc Chat the security forces use it alao Co break peaceful .

This was the case in the town of Belkas, which registers numeraus reports 
of ill-treattnant of citizens in police station. Nevertheleaa, the 
authorities have net taken any action to stop this practice anu punish 
those responsible. Naturally, the policemen feel that rhay are irnnune from 
punishment, so their violations of the rights and freedoms of citizens have 
increased. When a citizen died as a result of torture and demands for an 
investigation into the incident were not met, the people organized a 
peaceful dettonstraeion to express their protest. The police response was 
to fire bullets and tear gases on the demons tracers. causing the death of 
one person, and the injury and arrest of many others .

These same events were repeated in the towns of Al-Kamoul, Kafr Al-Geraya, 
Al-Gorna, and Al-Fawakhreyya area, in old Cairo.

judicial rulings. This practice is known as "hostage-taking" and it occurs 
when the police arrests without legal grounds the father, brother, wife 
and/or son of a wanted or accused person "as hostage" to force the latter 
to give himself up or make a confession, usually, hostages are corturad to 
extract information from them about the whereabouts of their relatives or 
their involvement in a crime.

On the other hand, the EOHH observes that violenc® is not confined “
J-*-\ - - - * __________________

assemblies and demonstrations./it seems that they use collective ^Wr. 
against the people for their peaceful rebellion against the state of 
negligence and oppression they suffer.

It must be noted that articles 42 and J3 of tha Criminal Procedure Code 
allow the Public Prosecution offices the right to inspect police stations 
to ensure that n<= one is held illegally. They are also empowered to go to 
the police station as soon as there is information of an illegal detention 
and to make the necessary investigations and order the immediate release of 
the detained person. However, the EOMR observe, that these safeguards have 
become insufficient co end violations i.i police stations. This is

An instance of this was the arrest of 12 persons of th* same family by 
oifiesrs of the Kasr El-Nil police station on 6 September 1BS6. They were 
detained and tortured to force them tc confess that one of t.-.ex had stolen 
some items from the house of a woman who had strong connections with some 
police Officers.

The EOIIR asserts Chat the spread of the use of torture in police stations 
is the outcome of a combination of factors, among these:

The legal difinition of torture does not conform co article two of the 
International Convention Against Torture, to which Egypt is a signatory 
The victims of torture do not hava the right to file a" direct lawauic 
against the perpetrators.
All reports of torture and illegal detention are disregarded. In this 
regard, the EOHK notes the negligence of the authorities to investigate the 
gross violations committed in police station, particulalry those related to 
illegal detention, torture and ill-treatmen of citizens by members of Che 
police responsible for their detention..

Jbe various reasons and methods of torture used in police stations seem to. 
point out that there is a defficiency in the definicion of the foi'e'of thc- 
police and the limits of their jurisdiction,- and about their authority when' 
.dealing with citizens, particularly suspects/ They also indicate a blatant 
ignorance of - the rights and freedoms of citizens. A great percentage of the 
members of- the police adopt the old Roman rule that says char a inan calks 
only when he feels pain, and instead of conducting investigations aim 
finding the truth, they resort to torture as a quick way to obtain 
confessions and information.
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pa.rtic:uiarly c.ruo �n the light. ot che lia,iced nl.lll\ber of 5t�ff in 
p�osecution ottice• c:om;>are� to t:.be lacge �umber 0£ �QS c�ey hav0 �0 
ha?ldle on the ?ne hand, and the huge number of police station� whicll should 
be inapcceed l:ly ehe Public Prose<?,Jtion on th� ocl'ler. 11:titeovec, the I 
c:onc.inuou.s eutorce:mi=.AC o� the eme.r9ency law foL sc�effi&�-sae�essiv� yea.rs 

�019 

and tbe 1eqa1 ame�en1:3 -inc�o4uced to combat terrorism have gr•atly / 
d..i.lU::lished, the powers and jurisdiction of the P'Ublic Prosecution to 1.nspec:t , 
police stations. 

/ 
Ic ::m.i.sc &.l.:10 be. noceci � -'LLt:.i.cle �6u o.f c.h.e iezi.a.l. Code st:at:.el'l t.hGt. � .. He 
uho arrests or detains a person without an order by tbo competent 
auchority, anc1 in cases other than chose stipulated. in the la.\la and 
reg\ll.4'.c.io:ns, sba.ll tie punished with iinprisonme.nc a.nd a fill• of u; 200." 

\ 
F.l:io, article 282 stat.es thac azi.y cue of illegal a.r.resc, deaeh threat:,, 
physical cort:u.re ,hall be pwu.shed witil Ct!fflJi)Ora.ry inlpri:ionma�c u1di ha.rd 
labour. 

or 

I ,.r I) 

Slll\il.a.rly, arci.cl.es 13 and. 15 ct Che I:\1:.er:naciot\al eonv�cion 1\gainst 
1'ori:.ure · ,tipu.J.•t• t:hat t:orcure .reporti, �sc be in."e�tigated, and t:hat. 
con.fea.!1.i.on.s p.r.oved. co ha.Ve been. exu..a.eted.. \Ander tort�a .shall not he 
acc:..epted as evidence. Moreover, article 12 ot th.e same Corrve.ntio?l added. 
Uat azi. imp4rCial investiga.1:.ion NSt be prompt.ly m.ade if there i.s 
.i:eaaon.a.ble belief cbat an. &et ot torture ha:i boen eo11'11'11icccc1, 1tven i! ch.ere 
u no offici�l report.

�everth.eless, the PU.blic Prosecution Depe.rtroenc usually closes most 
ibveetigation..s ot corc�e caaes reterred co it 1n �pite ot the evidence 
foWtd ou the ·bodies o� �he vict:.i.ms anc.1 tha en:icec.ce ot Illedi.cu repo.rt:i 
issued by the Forensic DepartJt,enc or a public hospical proving tile si� of 
torture. Yhe EOJm fears th.at the investigation into t.he torture o� citi2e�s 
of Al-Koshe.h villags �ill fac• the Sall\� fate, i.e. closure. 

The EOHR's fear� are accencuated beeause if fair and �a.,:tial. 
invesc.igation.s a.re nor: made into -ch• eo�cant. allega.cion� of tort:w::e and 
ill-ereacue�c by po1icemen, and if cho3e respon.s1ble tor chese violations 
are r:u,,; br�ght to just:.ice (& p:roeedu.re thac :1hould be wid.erte.lcen by 1:.he 
eubllc Pro.secut.ion as �cipul11Lt8ci �� tb.e Con.!ltit.uc:ion, the l.a.w a..o,q Egypt's 
inter=.a.t:ional eommitJzUmts), policemen wil1 have a fi.rm belie! chat torture 
&nd iU-c.reat:Jne.nt ue acceptable =eaAs t.o e,n:racc c:oa..fe$sion,. Thi.s will 
nacu:rall:,Y enc:ou.rage t.he continuation of the practice. 

The. EOD. voulC1 l..ike to note that ovu t::he pa.at c:.h%ee years, it has mad• 
au:n.erous notitication.s to tbe Public: Prosecutor o� cases of t.o.rcure in 
police .station# • .som• of wtiic.b are 1r1c:l\lded in thh :ceport. In tbem, i't 
d.GJMndecl 1:air a.o.d i.Jt,pa.ttial io.vestigat.ions and t.he bringing o! ths 
perp�i:r&t:ors to ju.scic:e. Koc.rev-er, t:be 20HR did not received a.oy :-eply a::JOUC: 
che ouccom.o o! the:se notit'1catioa.s or whether invest:ic;tations tJere made. 

Reeon:miaDda.tio n.s 

.I.n. i:cs.. l.9S.O z�po.rt:. the EOHR i�a'..l.ed. a. uumbez:: o! ri:cotllftle.ndacio?\s co the 
�gypcia.n authoriciea co h�lp :scop the tragedy ot tort\U'e i.n pclice 
s�iU:ion$,� Tbeae rec:omme'ldadon.s a.re s1:il.l. a.s. c�al. as when r.hey ..,ere 
firsc ?reseneud 9iven chac t.he govern.meat did ooc adopc any· of them. 

Kence, the &OHR reneu� i�� appeal co ct\e coznpete�c authorities co adopt 
prev1.ous .recommendacion3 and urges tnem co prompely implement t:.he 
lollou1.ng; 

To cond.\l.CC i.Mpa.rc1al a.nd independ.enc :;udir:i;1l. icvc:st.igac:ions inco 4l.l 
allegacians of cort\J.re included in this report, an<1 to bring tho:ie 
�e�poiuible co ju.scice. 
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To creat$ a pe..r:niallel1�, indepe:cde.nt and iJaputial body, foz:med. of j�C1ges, 
lawycts and docCOL3 1 to ex�e all allegations of �orture iu :,olice 
C\Ui�ody, ui.d co bring those re3poa..sible to juscic�. S�cl\ bod1 QIUSt be given
access to all d�cencion centres and a.ll nece�suy into.DMtion, U1d be 
&llouud to i�tc.rviev !:.he vic:ciJtl;,. It3 role £hould oot be c:ont1Aed to �e 
legal. aspecc3, but snould include the politic.l. 5oei.u. ac.d psychological 
implicacioll.S of torcure and propose sol�tion� to 9top it. 

To proa,ptly ocga.oi.e traiAing and. eaucacion.al sessions tor police members, 
eapecially tor t:.aosa in t�e cri.miaa..l iuveutigation depan::.m.ent5, on ho� co 
deal �Lth detainee� in polica statio�. They muse be trained co respect 

( 

human d.i�-cy and the .ba�i.c: .righc:s 8D.d. treedoll\3 �aranteed. .by the Egyptian 
constitution, the law ana international human rights c..reacies ratified by 
Egypt:. The.se :;es:sion.s woul.d co,:q,lement 1:.he h� right:.5 cou.r�e al.ready 
intr�duced ia the police ac:ademy C\.lrriculum and all och� police training 
.sc:h.ools 

( To a!lle11d Article 63 of the Code or Criminal Procedure t:.o grant victims t:he
right: to fi.'l.e direct: la..,suit:.s in criffle& of tor.cure colffll.1.tted by tile police. 

To :ui.c.rociuc::e t.he sy�tcm. of judicial police, wbicll uould report to 'Che 
Pti.:n.ist:.ry ot .JU.stice, t:o be responsible for lau enforcement aM other 
d.u.c.ies- Su.ch �ysc.em voul.d guArant:ee justice aJl.ci t:he pt:opor 1lDplemenc.ac.ion 
ot rulings. 

(
'Io add.. a n.e..., lU'�ic:.l..e to i:he Co.de o! C.ri�al. Proceduxe giving a.n accused 

� per�on ctle right:. i:o .9eex d\e help ot • la\.()'er du.ring .iA'Cerrogations in 
po lies sta.c-iozi.s. 

'to racily AJ:tic.1..es. 2L aDd. 22. o.t... the. Inteni.atio�l Convem:ion Against 
Ion:u.r�. �.hich pecro.c tile ON Comm.itcee �gainst Torture to consider 
co.:iTpl�:io�s 2::irought to- it. by state partie.:1 or- ind.ividue.ls. 

,{-.Al-ico.sheh is a relatively l�ga village of c.he Dax 1'.l-St\l.a.am t.OIJU, Su.bag 
�'l•�atc. ic hiu � pop\J.lac.1.on o.t �ou.t fort.y tl\0.usan.d, 2c ma.jeri ty of · 
�ch. u• ·Copes (moze than chi::�y thousand), Fa.rm.ihg azid inazl.u.&1 labour are 
1:he 111ai a . .,.0ccupa.tions. The.re i.s. also ,11. smal.l. percenca.ge o! e1vil :,cr,,ant.s 
\Jho voclc 1.n cti.'f-fcrent: depa.r�"'l\e.c:ts of Suhag qovernorate. 

!41020 
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Note: In light of the First Lady's upcoming travels to Egypt, I have faxed the attached 
information in hopes that the First Lady would raise this case during her meetings with Egyptian 
officials. Should you have further questions, please contact me at 225-2411. 
Thank you for your assistance. 

l"RIWD ON R£CVCL,o PAP{A 
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FREEDOM

March 16, 1999

Chairrnao Erneritm

♦

I

Nina Shea, Director

“On Monday, March 8,1999, Mr. Saed Sadek Mahmoud came to our house along 
with., .[names of 21 individuals are available at the Center for Religious Freedom].

Norf W. Sandler 
MoHc Palmer 
Vice Chairmen

ifi

URGENT MEMORANDUM FROM EGYPT
For more information contact Joseph Assad, Middle East Research Director, al 202-296-5101

“They and many of their followers surrounded our house and threatened [to harm us] 
if we took any legal action. They said to us ‘your daughter has declared her 
Islamization [converted to Islam] at al-Azhar Mosque.’ They also said that Mr. 
Abdul-Hady al-Saman al-Delyou would get her married to one of his acquaintances.
We then informed the police of what was said. They [the police] attempted to enter 
our town, but Abdul-Hady al-Saman al-Delyou and his followers blocked the road in 
front of police cars and said to them: ‘if you tty to enter the town, we will kill all the 
Christians in the town and bum their houses.. .we will take away all of their women 
and young girls.’ The police cars then retreated.

1319 18th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20036 
Tel; 202.296.5101 
Fax: 202.296.5078

Maxine Isaacs 
John T. Jcyeo 
lane Klrldand

On March 14, the Center for Religious Freedom of Freedom House received the 
following memorandum from the Cairo-based Center for Human Rights for National 
Unity, reporting the forced conversion of a 16-year-old Coptic girl in Upper Egypt. 
The memorandum was written by Samir Shihata, the brother of the abducted girl.

FREEDOM HOUSE
Board of Tmilm

AAorton Abromowitj
Zbigniew Brzezinski
Pfirnr Collier

Alan Oye
Ocnnd Eisenhower
Sandra Foldman 

Malcolm S. Forbas, Jr 
Theodore J. Forstmann 

Norman Hill

BoTre Boo Lord
Chairman

Ker>ne*h L. Adelman 

Secretary

Morton AA Kondnacke

Anthony Loire 
Mara Liasscn 
Carnes Lord 

Jay Mazur 
John Norton A4oore 
Charles Morgan, Jr. 

Peggy Noonan
P. J. O'Rourke 
Susan Kaufman Purcell 
Richard Rawtch 

One J. Reich 
Peter Rodman
Donald Rumsfeld .
Wendell L Willkie, II 
Jocqu® D. Wimpfheimer 
Foul Wolfowlrz 
Andrew Young

Walter J. Schloss
Trecxsurer

Samir Shihata Gouda writes: “I have a 16-year-old sister and her name is Suhir 
Mo* m. Kompelmcn Shihata Gouda, an eleventh-grade student at the Abu-Tisht Secondary School of 

Commerce. My father was shocked when my sister did not return home from school 
on February 25, 1999. We searched for her ar her friends and relatives houses. An 
eyewitness told my father that he saw [Suhir] with our neighbor Saed Sadek 

WcME^Daniels, Jr. Mahmoud, as be and other men took her away in a taxi. My father then rushed to the 

william c. Doharfy, Jr. Abu-Tisht Police Station to report the incident. What happened next is
unconscionable. A police officer began assaulting and beating my father cursing him 
with words I am ashamed to repeat. Since my father is an old man and was afraid [of 
further police brutality,] he returned home and the case was never recorded. Three 
days latter, my father and brother went back to the police station, and the same 

Sommi p. Hunt.ngion treatment [beating] was repeated on both. Since that day, my fethcr has been laying in 
a hospital bed ar the Dr. Qassab’s Hospital as a result of the injuries he incurred at the 
police station. The neighbors have also cursed us insulting the honor of the remaining 

jeone j. Krkpoiridc family members including two other sisters, one is a student at the same school [with 
Suhir] and the other is a ninth grade student at a different school Our mother is in 

much suffering because she does not know the status of her daughter.
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" . .

'1:'be following day, the State Security Investigators [SSI] went to see him [Abdul-Hady al­
Saman al-Delyou]. We then learned that they (the SSI] pressured her into mm:rying one ofel­
Delyou's followers ...... , 

In a number of cases that Preedom House �ated in Egypt, young Christian girls 11t'ere taken 
by MlWim men to be forcibly converted to Islam. often with the cooperation oflocal police. 
This has even involve girls below the legal age in Egyptian law at which a pe:r.m,. c:an change his 
or her rcligjoo. 

The CeateT's fi:lrthcoming report. Egypt's Endangered Chrimaru (available April 1), finds the 
fullowing: Vulnerable Christian women and girls arc one of the primary targets of Muslim 
militants who are determined to tramfonn Egypt by force into a fimdarnentalist Islamic STJlte. 
They often prusute ytnmg girls to con� 10 Islam and offer financial mceutivcs to encourage 
their c:o� Sometimes the girls are manipulated by offers of wealth and security. In other 
cases, they can be abducted or coerced imo conversion. Six hundred cases were reported to the 
office of the Coptic Patriarch, Pope Shenouda m. in 1997. 

Freed.om House is concemed about tb: increasing nwnber of cases � underage Coptic girls 
ere abducted and forced to abandon their Christian &ith. 

1 Uoaffic:ial translaticn fi"am Arabic tat, CFRP, Pit. March 14, )999. 

TOTAL P.03 
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The First Lady 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mrs. Clinton. 

March 19, 1999 

PAGE 2 

We are writing to you in wholehearted support of your efforts to alleviate the suffering of 
women !\nd children around the world. We wish to bring to your attention a particularly urgent 
case as you prepare to meet with the government of Egypt, that of a 16-year old Coptic girl, Suhir 
Shihata Gouda from Abu-Tisht in Opper Egypt. We are outraged at what appears to be a pattern 
of abduction, forced conversion and violence against Coptic women and children, and we ask you 
Lo forcefully raise this concern in your meetings 

Reliable reports indicate that on Pebruary 25, Suhir Shihata Gouda did not return home 
from her 1 I th-grade classes at the Abu-Tisht Secondary School of Commerce. When an 
eyewitness reported seeing several men, including neighbor Saed Sadek Mahmoud, driving her 
away in a taxi, her father Shihata Gouda Abdul-Noor went to the police station to repo11 the 
abduction. Rather than fi.le the complaint, the police reportedly berated and severely beat Shihata, 
an elderly man who returned home in fear. Despite this unconscionable treatment, we understand 
Shihata and his son Samir Shihata Gouda attempted again three days later to go to the police, and 
that both were beaten severely, resulting in the elder Shihata's hospitalization. 

Reports further indicate that on March 8, 1999, the aUeged abductor, MI. Saed Sadek 
Mahmoud, and numerous other men surrounded the Shihata house and informed the family that 
their daughter had converted to Islam and would be "married" to a Muslim man. Supporters of 
the family informed the police, who abandoned the site when a second man, Mr. Abdul-Hady al­
Saman al-Delyou, reportedly threatened to "kill all the Christians in the town" and abduct all their 
wives and daughters if the police intervened. The State Security police allegedly visited Abdul­
Hady the following day and pressured him to marry off the abducted girl. 

We are outraged by this report of violence and complicit coercion by the police. We are 
particularly concerned at reports that Coptic women and girls of this town are Living in daily fear 
of being abducted in their turn. We ask you to request Su hi r's immediate return to her family, and 
the investigation and prosecution of her abductors. We further ask you to request that the police 
protect the girls and women of Abu-Tisht and immediately intervene against those who would 
threaten their lives. 

rn1NrlO ON �f.CYCLW PAl'ift 
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As you are aware, last summer in Al-Kosheh police repo11edly tortured countless innocent 
villagers, many of whom were women and children, in an attempt to coerce a murder confession. 
No police officer has yet been prosecuted for these abuses, and Egypt's human rights record 
internationally is badly tarnished. If, once again, police are proven to abuse those they are 
mandated to protect, the international repercussions will only increase. Our greatest concern, in 
the wake of the AJ-Kosheh incident, is the growing perception of impunity when police abuse the 
most vulnerable members ofEgyptian society, and the Likely consequence of fur1her abuses. 

We view Suhir's case as extremely urgent, based on a number of similar reported incidents 
in Egypt involving young girls. We are particularly horrified by the case of young Teresa Shakir, 
a 13-year old Coptic girl reportedly abducted by her teacher, Osama Abdu Youssef and taken to 

the police station in Wasta, where she was declared by Youssef and the police a "convert to 
Islam". Despite her family's efforts to obtain her immediate release, Teresa was held 
incommunicado at the police station for nine days, where police continued to allege she had 
"converted." Several months later, on November 30, 1997, she was found dead and 
disemboweled in her house, together wilh her parents and younger brother who had been shot 
dead. Her sister, wounded by gunshot, was treated but later disappeared after being taken into 
police custody. Tragically, reports indicate that her surviving brother Adly Shakir, who went to 
the police station to report the murders, was tortured so badly that he remains partially paralyzed, 
tried and convicted for the murder of his own family, and now awaits death by hanging. 

Another cast:: involves a 22-year old Coptic woman, Teresa Andrawes, a1.:tive in tead1ing 
at. her church, who w<1s reportedly abducted on April 2, l998. Again police were complicit in her 
continuing custody, claiming she had freely converted, and allowing her father to see her only 
once from a distance at the police station. He reportedly was then forced to sign a document 
promising he would stop seeking his daughter's return. Ministry of Interior officialR c;ontinue to 

claim Teresa voluntarily converted to Islam and married a Muslim man. 

ln light of these past cases, and of the well-doctimented patterns of abuse by police of 
innocent civilians, we are very concerned that the lives of Suhir, her family, and perhaps of other 
girls in her town, are in jeopardy. We ask you to seek her release and protection, and to request 
the prosecution of those who abducted her, including the police officers who reportedly abetted 
the kidnaping. 

We are confident that your advocacy on their behalf can have a tremendous impact on the 
Lives of these girls. Sadly, Coptic women represent the lowest rung of Egyptian society, and seem 
to be particularly targeted by militants and corrupt members of the police force. We thank you 
for caring for these women, and wish you Lhe very best of success in pressing for their welfare. 

PAGE 3 
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Thank you for hearing our concerns. We wish you safe travd and tratnendous nxcess

Sincerely,

jnald Payne Cr

Tony Hal) *
Member of Cb^gress

Member of Congress

Donald Payne
Member of Congress

The First Lady
Page Three

Tony Hall
Member of

Tom Lantos
Member of Congress

Gary Arferman
Mem ba/of Congress

.oseph Pitts
Member of Congress

[io^rlemenlt^z/
Member of Congress

Martin Frost
Member of Congress

Lloyd Doggett
Member of Congress

Rdbert Wexler /
Member of Congress /
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Egypt's Women Win 'Equal Rights to Div_orce 

�� 

country," said Muhammad Amer, a ·Mr. Sadat's successor: Mr. Mu-
\\ By SUSAN SACHS Cairo lawyer who 1s considered an b3rak, did not try to restore that law,

expert on Islamic family law and but d.id repeal an Ottoman�ra rule
CAIRO, Feb. 29 - Toe narrow who lobbied for the changes. "Now malting it a crime for a woman to run

corridors of Family Court were once I'm not worried, because she can get away from an abusive husband. 
painted a cheerful red, but now they • e man when she wants." Toe Impetus for the new, more
are pitted and stained with a dull With the new law, a woman will be sweeping change in Egypt's laws 
brown patina of grime and the smoke able to divorce her husband, with or came from people who have spent
from countless acrid cigarettes. without his assent. And she will also years watching the system In action. 

Toe stories told in these trash• be able to call on the Egyptian gov- '"I dreamed of having this new law
strewn hallways are just as dismal: ernment to garnishee her husband's for 28 years, ever since I was just a 
children abandoned, families impov- wages if he refuses to provide for small judge working In the field of
erlshed and women trapped In mar- her. If he disappears or cannot pay a family law and seeing how women
rlages they can escape only with court-ordered living allowance, she suffer from the sySlem," said Mr.
permission from their husbimds. will be able to draw from a special Naguib. "I saw how they could stay

"I can't find my husband," said state bank to keep her family afloat in the courts 12, 14, 15 years without 
Saida Muhammad Osman, a care- ' ·When they were proposed by Pres- getting a divorce. It was very painful 

· t11 witness." worn SO-year-old woman perched on ident Hosni Mubarak late last year, : Little has changed in Egypt's dl-tlie changes drew fierce opposition. the surviving half of a broken plastic Conservative lawmakers said worn- vorce courts, where 1.2 million cases
chair in the crowded hallway of the · are filed a year, but only 71,000 are 
courthouse in central Cairo. "Every en were too flighty to be entrusted gtanted by overworked judges. 
few years he comes back for a few with the option of no-fault divorce. • Fathi Shaheen, a gaunt man of 75, 
days, but usually I am on my own The proposals also were widely lam- has made his living for 40 years at
with my children." · . pooned in. the press as the work of tfle Shobra courthouse helping illiter-rrian-hating feminists. Mrs. Osman's hopes have been as But an alliance of moderate Mus- aJe women prepare divorce requests. 
meager as her circumstances. She He said he had seen more tears than 
dreams of getting a divorce, re- lim clerics, women's advocates, civil he cared to remember. "These men,court judges and divorce lawyers th th quired to enable her to collect her endorsed the reforms. To head off a • ey are greedy and ey want to
dead father's pension - hardly a raake the. woman suffer," he sa.id 
princely sum at the equivalent of just backlash from Islamic hard•1iners, recently ,."so they keep filing appeal
over· $6 a month. Knowing her hus- they moun�ed a public relations e!• after appeal In my time, men saw 
band can .delay a final judgment for fort to convince �pie that the law is women as something sacred." 

. a mod.em rendenng of the equal : A few feet away, a young womanyears, she feared that any relief I rights that Islam bestows on women. lljlmed Samia leaned against a filthy
would come too late to do her family ' "Maybe Egyptian society Is not in wall. People "jostled around her, try­much good. the best condition now to discuss this llig to spot their names on a hand-

But change Is about to shake law," sa.id Fathi Naguib, an assistant �rltten list of 150 divorce cases to be 
Egypt's crowded and melancholy justice minister who drafted the law. heard that day by a single judge. 
courtrooms. Bwnning on Wednes- "But every society needs a shock, S"amia, who was granted a divorce 
�t wm;r t in place one of the,. o�e that doesn't go so far that it can't [tlree years ago on the ground that 
Muslim wor l's most far-reaching � absorbed but one that Is still a her husband beat her, was an island 
rjrorn1s or family !!!M· Among cowi= little step forw11rd. Tins was a nee�- ol i eslgned calm. "!'m an expert at 
tries in the region, only Tunisia also sary and overdue shock." this," she said. "I go to court all the 
makes divorce an equal oppo[W/llty Family law Is generally based� time because my husband keeps ap-
ajlematjve to an unhapDY man:iJlie. Sharlah, or the Islamlc le�al code, 10 pealing our divorce." 

"Before this I really did not want Muslim countries, Including Egypt : Her mother chimed In. "Why can 
my own daughter to get married � has come to mean that a Mus- they keep appealing?" she said." Ap­
because I saw again and again tJie · lim man can get a divorce automatl• peals are for murderers and crlmi­
trap that a woman can be in In th.ls cally. But a wo.man must prove to a !Ulls. Meanwhile, the man goes ·out 

court that her husband beats her, Is a aµd gets married and has a happy 
drug addict, Is sterile or does not li1e, while the wife has to wait." 
support the family. : Even with Egypt's new law, a wife 

In practice, though, they are often �o wants a divorce over the objec­
stymied by judges who discount their lions of her husband will have to 
c:Qmplalnts, according to reports by return to him any money or property 
private organizations and the State Qlat he paid her upon the marriage. 
Department. Even when she ls; 'Fhat provision was the price paid for 
granted a divorce, a woman may not 

j 
the support of leading Muslim au­

be free because her husband can thorilles. It refers to a decision by 
appeal the decree indefinitely. the Islamic prophet Muhammad, 

In Egypt, where the civil and crim- . who · once permitted an unhappy 
inal codes are an amalgam of secu- woman to leave her husband but 
lar and Islamic law, there have been f'!!quired her to return the garden he 
occasional attempts at reform. In had given her when they married. 
1979, President Anwar el-Sadat Is- : "When you touch a sensitive area 
sued a decree allowing a woman to I.Ute this, you must speak to society in 
divorce her husband U she objected Its language,'' Mr. Nagulb said. "And 
to him taking an additional wife. But here, the language of religion Is most 
tl1e decree was-later declared uncon- convincing." 
stltutlonal on procedural grounds. 

··· lbt�cwUorklimt,,
WBDNBSDA Y, MARCH l, 2000 



African Dictator Faces Trial
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DAKAR, Senegal, Feb. 29 — In a 
human rights case that was inspired 
by the one against Augusto Pinochet, 
the former president of Chad is ex­
pected to stand trial later this year 
on charges of torture.

The case against the former presi­
dent, Hissene Habre, is being 
watched closely in Africa, where bru­
tal rulers have engaged in wide­
spread human rights violations with 
impunity. The accusations against 
Mr. Habre are already resonating 
across a continent where laws are 
applied inconsistently to the power­
ful and powerless.

"This is a message to other Afri­
can leaders that nothing will be the 
same any longer,” said Delphine 
Djiraibe, president of a human rights 
group working on the case. “It shows 
that Africa can also play a role in the 
fight for human rights and can fight 
on its own soil.”

The case against Mr. Habre, 57, 
who has lived in exile in Dakar since 
being toppled from power in 1990, 
has also stirred some impassioned 
comments among African intellectu­
als. Some of them defend Mr. Habre, 
arguing that guilt cannot he assigned ' 

Where He Once Took Refuge

1

and pawns of cold war superpowers.
But several human rights organi­

zations have worked quietly for 
months to collect evidence against 
Mr. Habre, drawing on the legal 
precedent established in the Pino­
chet case: that a person can be tried 
for crimes against humanity in any 
country and that former heads of 
state in particular are not immune. 
The violators are brought to trial on 
the basis of “universal jurisdiction” 
for such crimes.

In the case of Mr. Habrt, the hu­
man rights groups say they have 
documented 97 cases of political kill­
ings, 142 cases oi torture and 100 
cases of people who have disap­
peared in Chad, an impoverished, 
land-locked desert nation in central 
Africa.

Still, it was considered an extraor­
dinary sight when the former presi­
dent appeared in a Senegalese court 
on Feb. 3. He has been in Dakar 
under house arrest since being in­
dicted on torture charges by the 
court.

And perhaps even more startling 

had been the testimony, a few days 
earlier in the same court, of a half­
dozen ordinary Chadians who told of 
being arrested and tortured during 
Mr. Habr&’s rule.

One of the prisoners, Souleyman 
Guengueng, was a civil servant who 
was arrested in August 1988 by the 
notorious security and documenta­
tion squad and accused of being an 
opponent of the government. Mr. 
Guengueng, who was still recovering 
from an operation he had undergone 
just days before the arrest, said he 
spent the next two years being tor­
tured.

Mr. Guengueng said he lost con­
sciousness for so long on three occa­
sions that his fellow prisoners left

Jre political opponents who make 
enough noise to earn some money 
and find some protection under the 
law. The rest of society cannot count 
on the law to protect them, she said. 
• Although the terms may change, 
inequality before the law is a given 
elsewhere in Africa. In the Ivory 
Coast, fo example, the three classes 
described by Ms. Djiraibe are some­
times described as officials of steel, 
wood and cotton. That is the reason 
why the case against Mr. Habre — 
Who as a former head of state was 
the ultimate untouchable — carries 
great significance in Africa, human 
rights officials said.
; Senegal is regarded as having one 
of the few independent judiciaries in 
Africa, and that is one of the main 
teasons that international human 
rights organizations, including Hit­
man Rights Watch and the Interna­
tional Federation of Human Rights, 
have joined in the case against Mr.
Habrt.

“This is now showing that there 
kre African countries in which you 
can put these principles of human 
rights in practice,” said Reed Brody, 
gdvocacy director of the New York­
based Human Rights Watch. "The 
case has profound implications in a 
Way that it would not if It were being 
held in a European country, particu­
larly a colonial country. That’s one of 
the things that Latin Americans 
were saying about the Pinochet case 
— that it was Europe imposing its 
laws.” Spam is seeking the extradi­
tion of General Pinochet, the former 
Chilean dictator, so he can stand trial 
on charges of torture, but doctors in 
Britain, where he has been under 
house arrest, have declared him 
medically unfit.
' Mr. Brody pointed out that while 
several other African dictators are

By NORIMITSU ONISHI ________ .
him for dead. Up to 10 men were kept 
in one cell built for a single prisoner, 
and their legs eventually became 
paralyzed. And he said three to four 
people died every day from malaria, 
flea infestation, lack of food, suffoca­
tion or sheer heat.

He also recalled how 300 of their 
fellow prisoners had been jammed 
into one small cell; the guards would 
pour water into the cell from the 
ceiling, forcing the men to lick the 
floor or their bodies so they would 
not die of thirst.

Mr. Guengueng, reached by tele­
phone in Ndjamena, the capital of 
Chad, said he still has trouble walk­
ing and has poor vision because of a 
powerful light that, at one point dur­
ing his incarceration, was directed 
continuously at him from a close 
distance.

“My joy was great in that court­
room,” he said. "Hissene Habre nev­
er thought that one day he would be 
brought to justice.”

In Chad, the “untouchable” are the 
elite who gravitate to the president 
and are above the law, said Ms. Djir­
aibe, president of the Chadian Asso­
ciation for the Promotion and De­

in exile — for instance, Idi Amin of 
Uganda is in Saudi Arabia, and Men- 
gistu Haile Mariam of Ethiopia is in 
Zimbabwe — the courts in those 
countries are not free enough to pur­
sue a similar case.

Chad, a creation of French colonial 
mapmakers who threw together dif­
ferent populations into a desolate 
patch of land twice the size of Texas, 
has experienced continual war since 
gaining independence in 1960. In 
1982, Mr. Habre, a rebel chieftain, 
seized power and ingratiated himself 
with France and the United States 
for being a staunch opponent of Col. 
Muammar el-Qaddafi of Libya. 

During Mr. Habre’s eight-year 

reign, his American and French 
backers often portrayed him posi­
tively, describing him as a charis­
matic leader and intellectual who 
genuinely cared about issues facing 
the developing world. But the French 
eventually tired of Mr. Habre, who 
was increasingly being criticized by 
human rights monitors, just as Pres­
ident Francois Mitterrand talked of 
openness and democracy in a post­
cold-war Africa. And in December 
1990, after a French-supported inva­
sion from Sudan, Idriss Deby — who 
had been Mr. Habre’s military com- 1 
mander and the country’s No. 2 lead­
er — overthrew Mr. Habre and sent 
him into exile.

In Dakar, several Senegalese intel­
lectuals said it was hypocritical of 
Western human rights organizations

governments’ previous support. 
"Hissene Habre was received and 
honored in Paris as a head of state 
and ally,” said Babacar Sine, one of 
Senegal’s most famous intellectuals. 
“France never regarded him as a 

dictator."
Mr. Sine, who has known Mr. 

Habre for 40 years, added: “This 
ease is much more complex than the 
role of Habre. There is the role of 
France that supported him. There is 
the role of the United States that 
supported him. If we are U judge 
Hissene Habre, we have to also judge 
those who supported him.”

Another complicating factor is 
that Mr. Deby is still president of 
Chad, where human rights monitors 
say arbitrary killings by the security 
forces, torture, beatings and other 
forms of abuse remain common. Hu­
man rights organizations behind the 
case are pushing for the trial to take 
place in Senegal. If Mr. Habre were 
extradited to Chad, they say, a fair 
trial would be unlikely because his 
testimony would implicate members 
of the current government, including 
President Deby.

Madicke Niang, a Senegalese law­
yer defending Mr. Habre, said his 
client acknowledged that human 
rights abuses had occurred under his 
rule, but denied the scale.

It is impossible to determine the 
exact scale of the abuse under Mr. 
Habre because the only extensive 
report was made by a truth commis­
sion set up by Mr. Deby. The com­
mission said that the Habre govern­
ment carried out 40,000 political kill­
ings and 200,000 cases of torture, and 
that Mr. Habre gave direct orders to 
single out certain groups or people. 
Mr. Habre is said to have fled Chad 
with more than $11 million.
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Ifes, Its Still the Economy, Stupid, but With an Asterisk

I
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By RICHARD W. STEVENSON

WASHINGTON, Feb. 29 - If Vice Presi­
dent Al Gore has counted on anything in this 
tumultuous political season, it is that the 
strong economy will give him the upper 
hand in the general election should he win 
the Democratic presidential nomination.

The economy remains as strong as ever. 
But Mr. Gore’s strategy for using it to his 
advantage would have to change — and 
could in the end prove to be less potent — if 
his Republican opponent turned out to be 
Senator John McCain rather than Gov. 
George W. Bush.

To Mr. Gore’s team, Mr. Bush, who until a 
few weeks ago seemed to have a lock on his 
party’s nomination, is in many ways the 
ideal rival. The centerpiece of the Texan’s 
campaign has been his big tax cut, a pro­
posal that Mr. Gore’s advisers are certain 
they could label fiscally irresponsible, a 
threat to Social Security and a gamble with 
the current prosperity.

When it comes to economic Issues, Mr. 
McCain presents a smaller, more elusive 
target. While he supports tax cuts, they are' 
of a scale closer to those advocated by Mr. 
Gore. Like President Clinton and the vice 
president, Mr. McCain emphasizes that sav­
ing Social Security is his first goal. And like 
the administration, he promotes the long­
term benefits of reducing the. national debt. 

“McCain is not challenging the basic 
framework of the Clinton-Gore administra- ■ 
tion,” said Will Marshall, president of the

thing, you must abandon it,’ ” Mr. Bush said 
after his defeat in Michigan last week. “I’m 
not going to abandon the tax cut plan.”

Mr. Bush is using Mr. McCain’s moderate 
position on taxes to lump him with Mr. Gore 
and Democrats generally, and is trying to 
block Mr. McCain’s efforts to claim the 
mantle of Ronald Reagan as the true conser­
vative in the race.

“It’s important for Senator McCain and 
Vice President Gore to hear this important 
fact: that taxes on working people in Amer­
ica are at the highest level they’ve been 
since World War II,” Mr. Bush told a rally in 
Virginia last Friday.

In response, Mr. McCain has emphasized 
his conservative credentials, especially his 
advocacy of slashing pork-barrel spending 
and ending corporate tax subsidies and loop­
holes. His argument is that it is more conser­
vative to keep spending in check, reduce the 
national debt and shore up Social Security 
than to enact a tax cut that would go mostly 
to the wealthy — a sharp jab at Republican 
orthodoxy.

"There’s no doubt that the Democrats will 
try to make John McCain carry all the 
baggage of his party,” said Mr. Marshall, of 
the Progressive Policy Institute. “The ques­
tion is whether this campaign will be for 
McCain what Bill Clinton’s ‘different kind of 
Democrat’ campaign did for him in 1992, 
which was to show that you couldn’t put him 
into the old categories.”

Progressive Policy Institute, a research or­
ganization created by centrist Democrats. 
“That will make it tougher for Gore to find 
points of contrast if McCain turns out to be 
the Republican nominee.”

To Mr. McCain’s supporters, his middle- 
of-the-road approach on economic policy is a 
crucial element of a driving force behind his 
candidacy: his argument that he is more 
electable than Mr. Bush.

"What McCain talks about in policy is 
politically doable within Washington, and it 
insulates him and puts him in a position of 
strategic advantage relative to Gore should 
he face him in the fall,” said Representative 
Mark Sanford, a Republican from South 
Carolina who backs Mr. McCain.

“What Democrats have beaten Republi­
cans over the head with — with great suc­
cess —- was the notion that we wanted big tax 
cuts to the exclusion of Social Security and 
Medicare," Mr. Sanford said. “McCain’s 
plan allows us to say we agree that Social 
Security ought to be first, and here’s how we 
propose to do it.”

Perhaps just as important, or more so, 
neutralizing the economic issue could give 
Mr. McCain a chance to move the campaign 
to the ground on which he feels strongest: 
character and reform. Indeed, relative to 
either Mr. Gore or Mr. Bush, he has little 
interest in the details of economic policy.

“It won't be a battle over who’s a better 
wonk,” said Marshall Wittman, director of 
government relations at the conservative

r .1

Heritage Foundation, who supports Mr. Mc­
Cain. "The battle would be over who do you 
trust, and that’s where McCain has the 
edge.”

Mr. Gore’s campaign, of course, does not 
see it that way. Advisers to the vice presi­
dent said they would make a case that Mr. 
McCain is just as conservative as Mr. Bush. 
They also said they viewed Mr. McCain as 
open to attack on some critical issues, espe­
cially Social Security. Mr. McCain advocates 
using a big chunk of the projected federal 
budget surplus to create private investment 
accounts within the retirement system. Most 
Democrats have long said such a step would 
leave the elderly vulnerable to the volatility 
of Wall Street and divert money from debt 
reduction.

"If the issue is, as it should be, who can 
keep the economic prosperity going,” said 
Chris Lehane, Mr. Gore’s spokesman, “then 
the fact that Al Gore has been a major 
player in an administration that has created 
the longest economic expansion on record is 
going to be the main factor.”

It is still unclear whether Mr. McCain’s 
moderate stance on fiscal policy will win the 
day in the Republican primaries. Mr. Bush 
has not wavered in his advocacy of sweeping 
tax cuts as the best way to stimulate growth 
and, as he puts it, to keep politicians in 
Washington from squandering the surplus 
on wasteful government spending.

“People say, ‘Well, your tax cut plan isn’t 
taking hold, the exit polls don’t show any­
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cian to perform a routine operation 
in which complications developed 
that led to the amputation of a pa­
rent’s leg. The State Health Depart- 

r f-------- — —J
the penalty.

on neurosurgery.
He is known for taking on last- 

happy stories, and for caring for the 
poorest of the poor as well as the 
wealthy. More than a dozen patients 
have telephoned to express support 
for Dr. Arbit.

The last time a hospital was fined 
so much money was in 1986, when 
Harlem Hospital faced a $125,000

gate the cases when alerted of 
them.”

In its statement, Staten Island Uni­
versity Hospital officials said they 
would begin instituting new monitor­
ing procedures to ensure patient 
safety and quality of care within the 
next few days. But the hospital cau­
tioned that the state’s Office of Pro­
fessional Medical Conduct, which 
disciplines doctors, had yet to com­
plete interviews with everyone in­
volved or to finish its investigation of 
Dr. Arbit.

Dr. Novello’s announcement of 
stiff fines and a slew of health viola-

“Our investigation found an 7116 state made 311 unannounced 
alarmingly high number of deficien- visit t0 the hosP>tal the next day, 
cies in the hospital’s controls and durlng which several hospital staff 
procedures that need to be in place to members volunteered information 
ensure patients receive proper about the surgeries, Dr. Novello said, 
care,” Commissioner Novello said A week later’ investigators returned 
“Worse yet,” she added, the hospital and found corroborating evidence, 
failed to notify the state of any worri- she sald' Last Fnday. the state con- 
some cases, nor did it move to disci- cluded lts “intensive investigation” 
pline the doctor or properly investi- mt0 the hosP'tal. the commissioner

said, concluding that “serious quali­
ty problems” existed.

Dr. Arbit was chief of neurosur­
gery at Memorial Sloan-Kettering 
Cancer Center when he mistakenly 
operated on the healthy right side of 
the brain of Rajeswari Ayyappan, 59, 
the mother of an Indian movie star, 
Sridevi Ayyappan. A cancerous tu­
mor had been found on the left side of 
her brain-

After the error was discovered, the 
patient, who had gone to the hospital 
with a very poor prognosis, had the 
tumor removed at New York Hospi- 
tal-Comell Medical Center. She later 

 died in India, and Dr. Arbit was fired 
cision to make the disciplining of from Sloan-Kettering. The state gave 
doctors and the monitoring of care *
at hospitals a hallmark of her tenure, 
which began in June. New York
State has only twice suspended doc­
tor’s licenses before an investigation 
is complete, both times in the last
few months.

Dr. Arbit surrendered his license 
on Feb. 18. The other doctor who
surrendered his license while being 
investigated was Dr. Allan Zarkin,
who admitted to carving his initials

him one year’s probation in that 
case. But he quickly found work at 
Staten Island University Hospital, 
which has been trying hard to raise 
its reputation from a community 
hospital to a world-class cancer cen­
ter.

Hiring Dr. Arbit was part of that 
grand plan, several doctors at the 
hospital said. Before the incident at 
Sloan-Kettering, Dr. Arbit had a pol-

---- —........  .u.B u.s uuuau isht?d reputation in his field as the
into the belly of a patient on whom and “ authority
he had performed a Caesarean sec- ""
tion last fall.  , -

Dr Novello’s tough stance comes 
as President Clinton is pressing
states to adopt strict regulations for 
reporting medical errors, after a re­
cent report that found that medical
errors kill hundreds of thousands of
people each year.

"I want to be perfectly clear,” Dr.
Novello said yesterday. “When and if ,, : „ - -—■—
the Department of Health finds that “ ™.‘Censed physi'
a hospital is not operating up to high
standards, we will move swiftly and 
decisively.”

The state began its investigation

that led to the amputation of a pa-

into Staten Island University Hospi- frPent eventually suspended $86,000 of 
tai on Feb. 9, when it received com-
plaints that Dr. Arbit had operated
on the wrong side of Mr. Artis’s
brain. When state investigators
called the hospital, Dr. Novello said,
its administrators told them “it was
a rumor,” she said.



SUBJECT7T1TLE RESTRICTIONDATE

002. cable re: Egypt (5 pages) 07/29/1999 Pl/b(l)

Presidential Records Act - (44 U.S.C. 2204(a)]

DOCUMENT NO.
AND TYPE

2013-0534-S

rcl491

Pl National Security Classified Information ((a)(1) of the PRA] 
P2 Relating to the appointment to Federal office [(a)(2) of the PRA| 
P3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(a)(3) of the PRA[ 
P4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or 

financial information ((a)(4) of the PRA]
P5 Release would disclose confidential advice between the President 

and his advisors, or between such advisors (a)(5) of the PRA] 
P6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy [(a)(6) of the PRA]

b(l) National security classified information 1(b)(1) of the FOIA] 
b(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of 

an agency ((b)(2) of the FOIA]
b(3) Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA| 
b(4) Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial 

information ((b)(4) of the FOIA]
b(6) Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA]
b(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement 

purposes ((b)(7) of the FOIA]
b(8) Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of 

financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA|
b(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information 

concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA|

COLLECTION:
Clinton Presidential Records
First Lady's Office
Melanne Verveer
OA/Box Number: 20031

Withdrawal/Redaction Marker
Clinton Library

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed 
of gift.

PRM. Personal record misfile defined in accordance with 44 U.S.C. 
2201(3).

RR. Document will be reviewed upon request.

RESTRICTION CODES
Freedom of Information Act - (5 U.S.C. 552(b)[

FOLDER TITLE:
Egypt



Sli'BJECT/TITLE DATE RESTRICTION

003. memo 02/12/1999 b(7)(E)

Presidential Records Act - [44 U.S.C. 2204(a)]

DOCUMENT NO.
AND TYPE

Pl National Security Classified information [(a)(1) of the PRA| 
P2 Relating to the appointment to Federal office [(a)(2) of the PRA] 
P3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(a)(3) of the PRA[ 
P4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or 

financial information [(a)(4) of the PRA|
PS Release would disclose confidential advice between the President 

and his advisors, or between such advisors [a)(5) of the PRA| 
P6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy ((a)(6) of the PRA[

b(l) National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA| 
b(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of 

an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA|
b(3) Release would violate a Federal statute ((b)(3) of the FOIA| 
b(4) Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial 

information [(b)(4) of the FO1A|
b(6) Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA|
b(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement 

purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA]
b(8) Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of 

financial institutions 1(b)(8) of the FOIA|
b(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information 

concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA)

To File from Melanne Verveer re: Pre-Advance to Egypt, Morocco 
and Tunisia (partial) (1 page)

COLLECTION:
Clinton Presidential Records
First Lady's Office
Melanne Verveer
OA/Box Number: 20031

Withdrawal/Redaction Marker
Clinton Library

2013-0534-S

rcl491

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed 
of gift.

PRM. Personal record misfile defined in accordance with 44 U.S.C. 
2201(3).

RR. Document will be reviewed upon request.

RESTRICTION CODES
Freedom of Information Act - (5 U.S.C. 552(b)]

FOLDER TITLE:
Egypt



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHlNGTON

February 12, 1999

MEMORANDUM TO FILE

CC: VIRGINIA APUZZO

FROM: MELANNE VERVEER

PRE-ADVANCE TO EGYPT, MOROCCO AND TUNISIARE:

Staff Person 
Patti Solis Doyle 
Evan Ryan 
Wendy Arends 
Whitney Williams 
Kelly Craighead 
Jaycee Pribulsky 
Julie Mason 
WIICA

(b)(7)e

Medical Unit

The following White House staff will travel on the pre-advance for the First Lady’s trip to 
Morocco, Tunisia and Egypt. The number of people traveling is consistent with pre-advances for 
comparable trips.

Role
Head of Delegation
Scheduler
Scheduler
Trip Director
Former Trip Director; Training Current Trip Director
Advance Office Representative
Press
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Dear Mrs. Clinton;

May-Ce-99 O1:27A

r

Cairo, Egypt 
May 4, 1999

The First Lady,
The White House.

As I mentioned during your visit, we would like to 
invite your involvement in another project aimed at 
strengthening U.S.-Egyptian ties.

Let me convey to you again our deep appreciation for 
your visit to Egypt last month. Your speech at American 
University, your visits to our USAID and other projects 
aimed at improving the situation of women and girls, and 
your tour in Luxor all made a powerful contribution to our 
bilateral relationship.

Since my appointment by the President, I have made it a 
priority to develop an American cultural presence in Egypt 
to complement our very close political, economic and 
security relationship. What passes for "American Culture" 
in much of the world fails to convey the extent of our 
artistic achievements. This is an area in which we can and

The performance will highlight and reinforce the strong 
ties between Egypt and the United States and will no doubt 
attract global attention as one of the main activities 
launching the next Millennium in the cradle of eastern and 
western civilization. As someone who enjoys deep 
admiration, respect and popularity among Egyptians of every 
background, your involvement in this undertaking could very 
well insure its success.

In conjunction with the celebration of the beginning of 
the Millennium, I would like to invite you to be the Guest 
of Honor at the opening performance and reception for the 
New York City Ballet, which we hope to hold in Cairo March 
14, 2000. The Ballet is interested in performing in Egypt 
at that time, provided that the funding can be assured. My 
plan is for American and Egyptian corporations in Egypt to 
make it possible to hold this event through their 
contributions, as they have in the past with similar world­
class performers such as Alvin Ailey or the cast of 
"Showboat."
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Sincerely,

Daniel C. Kurtzer
Ambassador

you
as guest 
see more

Majy-Oto-gg O1:27A

should do more, and the New York city Ballet is a marvelous 
example to present to Egyptian audiences.

We would therefore be very honored and grateful if 
would agree tentatively to visit Cairo next March 
of honor for the Ballet premier, and of course to 
of this interesting country.
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PRT: FIRST LADY

<PREC> PRIORITY <CLAS> UNCLASSIFIED <DTG> 210813Z MAR 96

FM AMEMBASSY CAIRO

STATE FOR NEA/ENA

E.O. NA

LETTER FOR FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON

1.

2 .

3 . BEGIN TEXT:

DEAR MRS. CLINTON,

\

UNCLASSIFIED

ORIGINAL LETTER HAS BEEN FORWARDED TO NEA/ENA UNDER 
REGISTRY NUMBER 3439110.

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 7961
INFO ////
UNCLAS CAIRO 003181

12958:
TAGS: EG
SUBJECT:

UNDER COVER OF LETTER TO AMBASSADOR, WE HAVE RECEIVED 
A LETTER FROM NAWA.L EL TATAWY, MINISTER OF ECONOMY AND 
INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION, FOR FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM 
CLINTONT.-- TEXT'FOLLOWS”

IT IS MOST ASSURING TO SEE THAT WE ALL SHARE, AMONG SO 
MANY OTHER THINGS, A DEEP CONCERN FOR CREATING A BETTER 
TOMORROW FOR OUR CHILDREN. AS A MOTHER MYSELF, I CAN 
EASILY IDENTIFY WITH THIS CRITICAL ISSUE. HAVING 
RECENTLY BEEN APPOINTED MINISTRY OF ECONOMY AND
INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION, I FEEL VERY PRIVILEGED TO BE

I WOULD LIKE TO THANK YOU FOR BEING SO GRACIOUS AND 
THOUGHTFUL FOR SENDING ME A COPY OF YOUR BOOK "IT TAKES A 
VILLAGE", OF WHICH I HAD READ NUMEROUS FAVORABLE REVIEWS 
IN VARIOUS NEWSPAPERS AND MAGAZINES. AFTER READING THE 
BOOK, I CAN SINCERELY SAY THAT THESE ALREADY POSITIVE 
REVIEWS SHOULD HAVE BEEN EVEN MORE COMPLIMENTARY. YOUR 
INSIGHT REGARDING THE TRADEOFF BETWEEN THE BENEFITS OF 
TECHNOLOGICAL PROGRESS AND INCREASING GLOBALIZATION 
HAVING ADVERSELY AFFECTED FAMILY LIFE IN AMERICA
ESPECIALLY CHILDREN, SERVES AS AN INVALUABLE REMINDER OF 
HOW IMPORTANT IT IS FOR ALL COUNTRIES TO INVEST IN 
CHILDREN BY CAREFULLY PAYING ATTENTION TO THEIR NEEDS.
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VERY BEST REGARDS, AND MY VERY BEST WISHES,

YOURS SINCERELY,

4 .

UNCLASSIFIED

THANK YOU VERY MUCH AGAIN AND I WISH YOU THE BEST OF LUCK 
IN ALL YOUR ENDEAVORS.

S/NAWAL EL TATAWY
END TEXT

NNNN
<MSGID> M2145165

ABLE TO SHARE IN ALL EFFORTS THAT WOULD HELP BUILD A MORE 
SECURE FUTURE FOR EGYPTIAN CHILDREN. I FIRMLY BELIEVE 
CHILDREN ARE THE REAL WEALTH OF ANY NATION.

ALSO ENCLOSED WITH ABOVE LETTER ARE TWO PIECES OF 
ARTWORK DONE ON TYPEWRITER PAPER. ONE WELCOMES THE 
PRESIDENT TO EGYPT FROM "FRIENDS IN EGYPT" AND THE OTHER 
IS A COPY OF A CHRISTMAS CARD FOR PRESIDENT AND MRS. 
CLINTON. WALKER
BT
#3181




