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N Lynn. Babcock, principal of
% Grant Elementary, met with
Hillary Rodham ‘Clinton at a
\ summer .leadership meeting-of
Sthe National Association of Ele-
Umentary. School Principals in
QWashington, D.C.
Q Babcock serves on the board of
directors of the association.
Q She joined 200 colleagues from
cacross the U.S. attending the
<>annual leadership conference.
N Along with other principals
. from Michigan, Babcock dis-
cussed concerns in the educa-

«Principal meets Hillary

tional arena on Capitol Hill in

" meetings with Rep. Dale Kildee

(D), and with the staff of Sena-
tors Spencer Abraham (R) and
Carl Levin (D).
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Nelson meets First Lady during
principal’s conference in capital

Graham Elementary School Prin-
cipal Crawford Nelson of Talladega
met First Lady Hillary Rodham Clin-
ton while attending a leadership meet-
ing of school principals in Washing-
ton, D.C.

Nelson was in Washington along
with 200 colleagues from across the
United States for the annual leader-
ship conference of the National As-
sociation of Elementary School Prin-
cipals (NAESP). The conference
brings together the leaders of

- NAESP’s affiliate associations from

all 50 states and the District of Co-
lumbia. NAESP President Carole
Kennedy, principal of New Haven
Elementary in Columbia, Mo., pre-
sented an award to Mrs. Clinton for
distinguished service to America’s
children.

Nelson, who is Federal Relations

" Coordinator of the Alabama Asso-'

ciation ‘of- Elementary School Ad-:
ministrators, brought colleagues up.
to date on education issues in Ala-
bama and attended briefing sessions
on NAESP’s national education poli-
cies.

These include:

Q Special education. Principals
asked Congress to update the 21-

year-old Individuals with Disabili- -
ties Education Act (IDEA), which

assures that disabled children have a
free and appropriate education. The
school leaders want the law changed
torequire that all children follow the
same discipline code unless a disci-
pline violationis aresultofthechild’s
disability. Under the present law, a
disabled child who has been sus-
pended for a violentact may be back
in the classroom in 10 days.

Intheincreasingly violentclimate
of the 1990s, principals need the au-
thority to keep all children in their
schools as safe as possible, Nelson
explained.

Q Education funding. Principals
urged Congress to increase 1997 fed-
eral funding, especially in programs
including Title I, which provides
schools with funds to give extra tu-
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Graham Elementary School Principal Crawford Nelson of Tal-

ladega is shown meeting First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton while,

attending a principals’ conference in Washington, D.C.

toring help in bas ic skills for poorand
disadvantaged children; Safe and
Drug-Free Schools, which helps
schools pay for programs and per-
sonnel to teach children about the
hazards of drugs; and Head Start,
which provides preschool for needy
children so that they are ready to
learn when they enter school.

Q Vouchers. NAESP is opposed
to school vouchers for several rea-
sons. Diverting public funds to pri-
vate and parochial schools would re-
duce the amount available for the

majority of the nation’s children, who

attend public schools. Under the
voucher system, schools, not parents,
have the choice of whether a child
will be enrolled. Also, private schools
that receive vouchers are not held
accountable for their expenditure of

the public funds, Nelson said.
Along with other principals from

Alabama, Nelson discussed these’

concerns in meetings on Capitol Hill
with U.S. Rep. Glen Browder and
Sens. Howell Heflin and Richard
Shelby.

Discussions centered on keeping
theneeds of children firstduringtheir
deliberations. .

During the three-day conference,
the principals also heard presenta-
tions on leadership techniques and
presentation skills and had a special
visit to the U.S. Department of State
Diplomatic Reception Rooms.

Established in 1921, the National
Association of Elementary School

"Principals serves 27,000 elementary

and middle school principals in the
United States, Canada and overseas.
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