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Over the last 55 years the influence of the little groups in
the Senate and House has spread to over 170 countries.
The result is small groups among people in business,
industry and government who meet privately with no
name, no membership, no fund raising. After many years
this has resulted in a family of friends that crosses
practically all existing divisions throughout the world:
political, economic, religious, racial and cultural.

This network of friends has no political agenda, nor
religious agenda. Their commitment is to foster genuine
friendship built on understanding.

Even though the groups are not engaged in any one or
two special projects, they do have a genuine commitment
to two areas. These are the needs of young people -
spiritual, physical and mental - throughout the world and
engagement in every possible way to help the poor,
depressed and deprived. This point is not generally
known because the image the National Prayer
Breakfast conveys interest in leadership, business and
government.



Project 2
INTERNATIONAL SERVICE CORPS
WASHINGTON, DC

At present there are two models of corps involving 2 women and | man as over-sight
mentors in Washington, DC

One model consists of 6-9 young people aged 14-19 who have not had access to resources
but who individually show motivation to learn and become responsible citizens. These
young people have at least two adults giving time and energy to them - a mentor and an
on-sight supervisor The mentors, in the spirit of Jesus of Nazareth, spend the greater
number of their hours with the young people. They have several objectives:

providing literacy and numeracy mentoring

o teaching basic life skills of manners, taking care of oneself financially, giving back
to the community, etc. based on the principles and precepts of Jesus of
Nazareth

¢ introducing the young people to the prevailing leaders of the community

e building “community” through group leisure activities

e supervisors in connection with the mentors see that the young people get on-the-

job training for meaningful work

In collaboration with several friends, the corps members and mentors are given the
opportunity to relate to “successful” adults who in turn provide traning so that they,
too, can become “successful” adults.

The original group of young people were selected in conjunction with the DC
Department of Employment Services. At this time 8 students are committed to the
program. Funding is being sought as the original funding ceased as of September 30,
1997. The young people are paid a small stipend if they keep their part of the agreement.
Presently Wilma Mpelo, employed at Morgan State, Linda Jones, employed at Howard
University, Bill Sarvis, former police captain and Vernica Irving serve as a corps of
mentor/supervisors. Just one indicator of the influence the mentors have is that in three
months time the language of the young people changed drastically.

The second model involves young children. There are two “friends” (the title given the
mentors) - a young woman (Hillary Johnson) and a young man (Ken Brewton).
Interviewing is taking place for two more friends. Each friend is placed with 8 first-
graders considered by the principal, counselors and teachers as most “at risk.” These 16
children will be followed with such a mentor for all 12 years as long as they live within a
50-mile radius. Each child receives 4 hours of individual mentoring each week as well as
4 hours in the group of 8. This is taking place at Randall Highlands Elementary School
located one block from the SE White House, 2909 Pennsylvania Ave SE. Kevin Chavous,
the Councilman of Ward 7, gives leadership to the activities emanating from the “house on
the hill for all people.”

































