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Thank you ,o much, Amh. Albright for that introduction and for

I

I

k

to join you at this 

It is held in
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and the

staff and representatives of NGOs and many
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conjunction

which we c, 
Copenhagen.

Excellencies, senior officials of the United Nations,

United Nations i----

friends.
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It is a great personal privilege for me
Conference oh Women and the United Nations.

w.i with the celebration of International Women's Day

celebrated, some of us together, last week in
It comes at a time when the role of women around the

world deserves renewed attention. It is a special honor for 

those of us in the United States that this conference is 

dedicated to Eleanor Roosevelt.

Last week, when I was lucky enough to be in

opportvnity to i..—---

r I had the
meet'with men and'women around the world who had

your friendship and your leadership. Amb. vanden Heuvel and 

officers of the Roosevelt Institute, members of the Group on 
Equal Rights for Women at the United Nations and the United 

Nations Association of the United States of America.
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their lives to the goals of

, protecting human rights and integrating

when full economic, social and political opportunities

understood in a larger global context.

becoming full

much of what she accomplished asSo much or wnat sue *.*.«•*'->*
throughout her life, is instructive to us today.

women

)

about their own futures, wasting precious resources on

I

elusive goal we should commend the 

discussion of the unique

hMbt J

- - * , It is easy at
nations confused and

through this

Nations, the 

partners

AS 
of the United Nations

Nations, without I

great
are

as we

others have noted, it is
XWllS , Or Laaww — — — —----

■ ■ ; thinking of Eleanor Roosevelt,

admirer of Mrs. Roosevelt, so I am <_

remembering her '------
celebrate the anniversary

obstacles
With the work

a delegate to the UN, and

Not only as
i as human beings at the end of the 

opportunities and challenges.

like these when we see so many i------

but because all of us

Cold War face new

times
struggling

building weapons
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United Nations for inviting serious
confronting women in every country, rich and poor.

, doing violence to basic 

that collective global solutions exist

And it is equally easy to assign
- ---------- > q£ nations or

political and cultural divides

too wide to overcome. If anything, we should be 

in history faces its

IDs b 7 b b1

At a time
for women too often remain an

of mass destruction,

human rights, to assume 1---
only in the realm of fantasy, 
blame for all of the worlds problems to one group 

another and to assume that the L
among us are too wide to overcome. If anything, 

reminded that every generation every time

gathered there who are devoting

marginalized^roups'into mainstream society. All of these issues 
Zpr^oXately effect women, and for that reason^ I and many 

others came away from Copenhagen even more convinced that we 
must work harder for ways to open opportunities to woman so they 
^y Play a central role in helping find solutions for their own 

lives.

j impossible to think about the history 

the role of women in the United
I happen to be a

doubly pleased that we 
contributions today and I hope will continue 

of the United Nations.

of the world conferences in Rio, Vienna, in Cairo 
conenhacen we have helped the world elucidate the specific 

ehtnengea posed to our global community and with Beijing on the 
^n’issuee historically dismissed - -V - be

conference"today, and the ongoing work of the United

special barriers that women face in
in society will be viewed with greater urgency, honesty 

and insight.
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need, Chose less fortunate were unparalleled .

behalf of Japanese Americans

Migrant workers, coal miners, the poor

She made
insure that that committee, which deals so directly

I appointed I thought it terrible, and now I think

your

! *
I
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■ ■ critics was the 
Who at the end of the 

"I must tell you that

Even before she came to

those in i—

spoke up on 
during World War II.

was someone for 

human suffering she was
who did not have a voice

Anywhere she came across 
do something about it.

It turned out to be not only a

that cook t--
very powerful

that had a very important
i alternately perplexed and 

obsession with rule making among 
around here would sometimes argue for

And instead of giving into the

frustration of the time or to a l--------------- . 

think of leaders like

provides inspiration

what the odds.

own special challenges. ue need only

Eleanor Roosevelt who always for me 

and incentive to carry forward no matter

the United Nations her efforts to help 

-- - ' . She
i detained in this country

The civil rights of American blacks was a

-voc matters that Mrs. Roosevelt felt did not deserve 

minutes of conversation, she would sit and knit.

controversial job for her but one 

Among her <-----
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■ -> the United Nations there were many

They thought she came i— - - -

President, an  know from various histories

and from Mrs'.’’Roosevelt' a own writing that she was

number of her texrow ,..«xw she was assigned

the'social, Cultural, and Humanitarian

special cause for her. 1 

and dispossessed, anyone 

whom she spoke. - .

determined to <— ---

When she came to the United Nations there were many wl’O dismissed 

her arrival They thought she came as a token, the widow of a 
oreat President, and she faced considerable personal challenge

L undertaking^the «rk she did. know ^"s^by a

fellow male delegates and in fact assigned to^a 

where they said she could do no harm.
to the Third committee-, the Social. Cultural, and
Committee. Apparently assigned by men who had no idea what 

was capable of doing. She made from the very beginning it

mission to i-----
with the stuff of life, was one
portfolio. We also know that she was

amused by what she viewed as an <-- —

her male peers. As the men i------

hours over i

She wrote about her reaction to that 
and I quote, "so against the odds the 

I read her response with mixed feeling, 
t inch forward. Oh dear, I say to 

inching forward and I wish we had more to

tremendous diplomatic skill. 
American John Foster Dulles.

Assembly did finally say to her and I quote

when you were <  
your work has been fine."
statement in a letter home,

women inch forward.'
Yes, I say to myself, the women 

myself, we still are :
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inches than sometimes we do.

Her role

she was under no

the capacity of this organization, or any

You

nartnership to create conditions around the world tnac

societies meet the great challenges

through education, legal rights and protection
___________ z-i ri 1 a

^political institutions and decision

But that can only be achieved

Actions that empower women
l from violence, 

adequate social services,
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i not welcome, and

 *z. She out worked most 
that Third Committee into one of

of the entire Assembly.
about the fate of refugees.

.1, L2 --J all know, was to help persuade 55 

of human rights, something that had never

Even with her successes

And actions that assure women access to 

employment opportunities, _

Her greatest achievement, as we
nations to sign a bill cf '

been done before.

illusions about I
government body or agency, to effect change on rta own.

United Nations she said soon
machinery and the peoples of .. bv the

-----  j— communities, ny cne

build there which spread out through your

representatives
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The
after its founding, is "a piece of 

the world have to make it work.

make it work by what you do in your

things you 1-----
into your national government .

That observation by Mra. Roosevelt holds special weight today 

when all nations are grappling with a range o human prob ems at 

a time of shrinking resources and increased global competition. 

There is no panacea, no magic bullet that will suddenly empower 

women or free people from the bondage of inhu”^e^^ in 

conditions. Progress depends on our working g 
.^4*. 1-0 rrAAte conditions around the world that enable

show for those

 within the Assembly, although sometimes 

certainly never easy, was very important. 
of her colleagues. She did turn tt__ 

the most important
instrumental in decisions

negotiated over many very

success.

rightful places in society. That is because the fortunes of our 

women are inextricably tied to the fortunes of our global 

community If women don't thrive the world won t thrive, 
least in words we tend to agree that women should be active 

participants in helping their

of thia and the next century.
through real concrete actions.

She became
And she

sensitive issues with a great deal of
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s -

making.

prosperity as well^

demand that their rights and opportunities

around the world.

continues to challenge all of

international humanitarian law had been evolving 

. . _ i____  i t-i aanpra'i and women s

seeking specific rights for women.

reaffirmed their faith in fundamental human

1 move
forward throughout the Women's conferences, they will

in all societies and they should servei

the United Nations that we are

i
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Women must be a part of the

n within the United Nations as we

must continue to <
be respected in nations

ID= 67551

in their health and education is 

And we know that 
their rightful places 
continued democracy and

United Nations must play a leadership 
rI7n^'muat nlav^a role by example. Every program, policy and 

decision that emanates from this building directly or indirectly 

effects women. Women as they care for children manage 
households and work at their jobs. Women must be a part of the 

process *•*’“ nn-ited Nations as we search for answers and

women i..

Now Mrs. Roosevelt

Declaration !

work in human 
the idea that women
must be made articulate and explicit. 
Roosevelt's opinion on this matter in 

resolution the words "and women- 
paragraph reads, "were as the

in the Charter
rights, in the
equal rights of men and women

social progress _ -

If one looks at among Mrs 

certainly t--
us. Although :
before the United Nations

rights in particular,

10, 1948 t—

Human Rights

torwaro u j ao a reminder here within

far from having women in enough

Those words have enabled us to

Nations

give us

we move

- i. Roosevelt’s great accomplishments 

the Bill of Human Rights continues to^chalienge^

, human rights in general and women’s 
were not widely recognized. On December 

the General Assembly adopted a Universal Declaration of 

and Eleanor Roosevelt played a major role in the 

drafting and adoption.

originally opposed the language in the 
But through her

rights 'she changed her position and she embraced 

deserve the same rights of men and that it 

‘ Because of Mrs.
in the fifth paragraph of that 

1" were added. So that the
peoples of the United Nations have 

' ' --- L
- - - ------ and in the

and have determined to promote 
and better standards of life in larger freedom".

the agenda of the United

We know that investing in women
essential to improving global prosperity.

investing in women so that they can assume
in decision making bodies is essential to

as well .a The ------- - -
’ . Every program, policy ano

from’this building directly or i.

dignity and worth of the human person

larger freedom".
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here in this body either.

she recognized that in these positions women

her

large, no cultural gap was too wide

The important thing Mrs. Roosevelt said was to go on

l strong voice

be heard by the rest of the

, I think she would still be 

have not made very much
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- —i working and

If we follow that one piece

world will be better for it

burden to make sure that we continue to do 

j that the United nations itself lives up to 

and that it continues to be a strong voice 
all of those who needs must be heard by the rest of the

decision making positions

15% of L—
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yrowing in understanding.

our 1
has a major role in insuring

much-

of advice 
•; and"l believe the United Nations 

that we do. Thank you all very

ID. 67SS1

When only

the Secretariat are women that is a long way from the

since those early years

which has done such important u-
the eves of the world to the concept
emphasizing the particular needs of women should serve as

example to the rest of the world.

■ i Eleanor Roosevelt, as part of this

would do well to consider her great vision, 
--approach to solving very
For her no political obstacle was to 

, no difference of opinion was 
to serious to overcome. Ana as Amo. Albright has reminded us, no 

controversy was to be avoided. One of my favorite quotations 

_1 ' i that she often said her work was to

afflicted and afflict the comfortable.

and men together, who share the

know the work the United Nations
Certainly those of us, women 
vision of the United Nations who

has done over t--
bear an even greater !

what we can to insure

its own aspirations t.

for
world.

the last 50 years who can point to its successes 

burden to make sure that we c—-

^eu^tion that Mra. Roosevelt had that "U* ^sn^was"

vears to come after 1948 to assume those positions. She 

disappointed that more nations had not dispatched women to serve 

as delegates because i‘
could effectively work for equality.
disappointed and surprised that we L_. NAt-inns
progress since those early years and certainly the United Nations

w.o dnne such Imuortant and essential work in opening up 
of human rights and in 

an

In paying tribute to

conference, we ’ 
compassion and her common sense 
difficult human problems.

------ aa Ajnb

to be avoided. L

from Mrs. Roosevelt is t---

comfort the t------
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16^S/S 95036581

United States Department of State

Washington, D.C. 20520

March 2, 1995

UNCLASSIFIED

USAID Humanitarian Assistance

unclassified

Enclosed are the background materials requested for the 
First Lady's travel to Denmark on March 6 to participate in the 
UN World Summit for Social Development.

MEMORANDUM FOR ANDREW D. SENS 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

Subject: First Lady's Trip to Copenhagen to attend the World 
Summit on Social Development

Health Services in Denmark
Danish Policies Toward Children
Status of Women in Denmark 
Human Rights and Democracy
USAID International Development

US Humanitarian Assistance Initiative: 
Office of Transition Initiatives

-- Background Paper: US Partnership with the Private 
Voluntary Community

— Background Paper: US Partnership with PVOs--Food Aid 
-- Background Paper: UNICEF
— Background Paper: Microenterprise Initiative 
-- Background Paper: Girls' and Women's Education
— Background Paper: Health of Mothers and Children
— Background Paper: Benefits of Family Planning for Women
— Background Paper: NGO Forum
-- List of major US NGOs participating in the WSSD
— List of major non-US NGOs participating
— Briefing book prepared for the US Delegation, including

a list of the US delegation with dates of attendance 
at Tab 1

Attachments:
— Background Notes on Denmark 
-- Background Paper:
-- Background Paper:
-- Background Paper:
— Background Paper:
-- Background Paper:

Assistance
— Background Paper:

Initiatives
-- Background Paper:

Kenneth C. Brill'z^<-

Executive Secretary



DISK I

DISK II

-- Background Paper: 
-- Background Paper: 
-- Background Paper:
— Background Paper:
— Background Paper:
— Background Paper:

Health Services in Denmark
Danish Policies Toward Children
Status of Women in Denmark 
Human Rights and Democracy
NGO Forum
UNICEF

— Background Paper: USAID International Development
Assistance

— Background Paper: USAID Humanitarian Assistance
Initiatives

— Background Paper: US Humanitarian Assistance Initiative: 
Office of Transition Initiatives

— Background Paper: US Partnership with the Private 
Voluntary Community

-- Background Paper: US Partnership with PVOs--Food Aid
— Background Paper: Microenterprise Initiative
— Background Paper: Girls' and Women's Education
— Background Paper: Health of Mothers and Children 
-- Background Paper: Benefits of Family Planning for Women
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