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RE: Scptemher Health Care Calendar

Please mark your calendars and plan for your Senator 10 participate in the health care events
we arc helping to organize for September,

Sunday, September 12 and Monday, September 13th: National Heaith Care Awareness Days

The goal is to have events going on in all states on these two days, focusing on the problems
in the current system, the human faces behind the national health care crisis, and the need for
reform. Senators, House Members, Govemors, and other elected officials are encouraged to
participate.

What you can do:

0 Set up a press conference, site visit, constituent meeting, or other events in your state.
Autract local coverage.

o Contact the grassroots groups in your state that your Senator has been working with to
help set up or participate in the event.

o Try to schedule print or broadcast interviews on health care for stories on these days.

0 If your Senator cannot be in the state, think about a Washington-based event or
satellit=-driven event. Set up a local redio conference call.

If you need assistance or want more information on the National Health Care Awareness
Days, please call me or Trish Mareis at 224-3232. DPC will be following up with you to

coordinate all of our efforts.

Sunday, September 19 and Monday, September 20th: Health Cars Workshops for Members

The White House will brief Members on the details of the President's health care reform

proposal in a series of workshops beginning on Sunday aftemoon, September T9th.
\




At this wnting, plans call for series to begin Sunday afemonn and run throughout the day on
Monday. The workshops will be held on the Hill. The workshops will include House as well
as Senate Members, and the same opportunity will he offered to Republican Memters. We
are also working on briefings for spouscs and for staff.We will be in touch with your oftice
with more demils when they arc available.

Please make sure your scheduler marks these dates. Thank you!



May 20, 1993
Publication: SR-15-Health

ipc
special
- report

Believe It or Not:
Incredible Facts About
America's Health Care Crisis

Incredible Facts About America's Health Care Crisis ........................ 1
Many Americans Are Afraid ............ccceeeeeeiiiieeiiiiee e 2
A Few Americans Are Profiting ........coocoeiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeececee e 6
The Health Care Crisis Threatens America's Businesses ................. 8
The Incredible Health Care Bureaucracy...........ccccceeeceeeeeeieeiieennenenn. 10
Spending More But Getting LeSS .....cevviieeciiiiiiecceiee e 11
America Without Health Care Reform........ccoooviveeiiiiioieeiieieeeeeieens 13
EndNOES, .. Boe et o v it spmae B o™ e B 15

DPC Staft Contact: Dave Corbin (202-224-3232)
DPC Media Contact: Debra Silimeo (202-224-3232); Diane Dewhirst (202-224-2939)

Democratic Policy Committee George J. Mitchell, Chairman
United States Senate Thomas A. Daschle, Co—Chairman
Washington, D.C. 20510 Monica Healy, Staff Director

390 Adjjod neJdIowap



Believe It or Not:
Incredible Facts About
America's Health Care Crisis

HEALTH
CARE
CRISIS

v/ Every 30 seconds another American loses health care insurance.

v/ General Motors spends more on health care than for steel to build all
its cars.

v/ American businesses spend $26 million per hour on health care.

These and other alarming facts about America'’s health care system are cited
and documented in this report. These facts reveal that America’s heaith care
system has broken down. It is hard to believe that the same system that
provides some of the world's best health care also is devastating American

families, straining our national economy and threatening the future of the
American dream.

The system is failing the American people. The facts are startling and true.
Read the report and believe it.
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Many Americans Are Afraid

Many Americans are afraid that they could be the next victims of the health
care crisis.

Believe It or Not

v’ Every 30 seconds, another American loses health insurance.

More than 100,000 Americans lose their insurance
everymonth. That'sone American every 30seconds.'

v’ Most of those who do not have health insurance are working
Americans.

Americans who work year round and theirdependents
make up almost 3 out of every S Americans without
health insurance.?2 Government studies report that
70 percent of the uninsured are above the poverty
level.?

v/ Almost half of all American families have at least one family
member without adequate health insurance.

This year, 1993, 46 percent of American families
have at least one family member without adequate
health coverage.*
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Believe It or Not

v The number of Americans without health insurance is more
than the entire population of many States.

More than 35 million Americans have no health
insurance.’ Thisis equalto the combined populations
of the following 23 States and the District of Columbia:

1. Alaska....ccoooeeeieeiiiiiiiiien, 550,000
2. Arkansas.......ccccccceeuneeenen. 2,350,000
3. Delaware.........cccccevveeevunnnnne.. 666,000
Z: S B N O O 606,000
5. Hawaii.....cccoouuceeiiinnannnnn. 1,108,000
6:, Udah®,.. .. s coft oo 5. 1,007,000
R ) V7= [ M g ———— 2,777,000
8. Kansas........ccooeeeeevvrnneeennn, 2,477,000
9. Maine .....ccccoeeieieieiieennns 1,277,000
10. MiSSISSIPPI «.cevvvvermreenennnnnnes 2,573,000
11. Montana.......cccceeeveeiiinennnns 799,000
12. Nebraska .......cc.ccceevunneeee. 1,578,385
13. Nevada ........cccovvvvvneennnnnne. 1,201,000
14. New Hampshire ................ 1,109,000
15. New Mexico ........cc.c.cuu...... 1,515,000
16. North Dakota ..................... 638,900
17. Oklahoma .......cccovvvvunennnn... 3,145,000
118. Oregont... aum .. or. 45 s 5% . 100t 2,842,000
19. Rhode Island..................... 1,003,000
20. South Dakota.........cccuuuue.... 696,000
21.Utah e 1,723,000
22.Vermont ......coovueeiieineeieennnn. 563,000
23. West Virginia......ccccccccc...... 1,793,000
24. Wyoming ......cceeevveeeeeeeennennenns 454,000
1 )<} F: | e oL B stes ol 34,450,000
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Believe It or Not

v Onlytwowesternindustrial countries do notguarantee affordable
health care for their citizens, and the United States is one of
them.

The only other industrialized nation that does not
guarantee affordable health care is South Africa.®

v/ American citizens are less satisfied than citizens of any other
major nation with their national health care system.

A Louis Harris poll of citizens of 10 nations found
Americans to be the least satisfied of all with their
system of health care.” We are spending more than
others, and we're most dissatisfied with the system
we have.
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Believe It or Not

v Even Americans who have jobs that provide health insurance
can be victims of the health care crisis.

The fear of losing health insurance coverage, or
having family members or certain conditions excluded
from coverage, keeps millions of Americans frozenin
their jobs.

In some cases, workers are afraid to change jobs
because they have a family member in poor health
who would be excluded from a new policy.

A Consumers Union/Gallup Survey found that
one-fith of the American people are so afraid of
losing their health insurance that ithas blocked them
from looking for or accepting another job.®

The New York Times found that one of every three
Americans earning between $30,000 and $50,000
reports that they or someone in their household
stayed in jobs they wanted to leave but can't leave
because they are afraid of losing their health care
coverage.®

Health care job lock brings with it a loss of economic
liberty, opportunity, and choice.
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