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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT  THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET I-e -Q‘7
WASHINGTON, D.C. 2os@

e

THE DIRECTOR %
December 27, 1996 %

I have cleared with Leon sending you the attached memorandum conceming the Djstri¢t of

Columbia on an expedited basis. The options have been vetted by Leon, Gene, afid the Principals

of the D.C. Task Force. The wording of the memorandum is my responsibility. We still have
time to include these proposals in the budget if you so choose.

I am looking into the tax issue as you requested. q\(@
\% \Q’ZZ‘\
Frank Raines m

MTr. President;














































































































































































































































































plan or any other. The federal government will not implement the entire plan. Through
public/private ventures and partnerships with local and regional authorities, all
stakeholders will participate and share the costs. The Legacy Plan simply recommends that
public and private funds be devoted to a coordinated development effort that avoids the
pitfalls of a piecemeal approach.

How Do We Get Started?

Legacy’s First Initiatives are immediate steps that federal, District and private sector
stakeholders can take to produce short-term, tangible benefits. They include:

¢ Revitalization of the South Capitol Street/M Street, SE Corridors that builds on the
current expansion and renovation of the Washington Navy Yard and the Southeast
Federal Center. It is estimated that together these two facilities could create 6,200
construction jobs and another 15,000 permanent jobs and attract significant related
private office development. The Legacy plan proposes to locate future federal activities
in the South Capitol Street neighborhood as part of a vibrant, mixed-use area of
residential and commercial development and open public space.

e Coordinated Visitor Orientation Program that will improve maps and signs and

establish a network of information kiosks to direct visitors to museums, subways and
historic sites and events.

e Detailed Planning Studies that will identify first-step infrastructure, waterfront
remediation, economic and urban design measures.

Legacy calls for the establishment of an economic development corporation to carry out its
most ambitious proposals. This development corporation would pool the resources and

programs of federal and District governments, private business, foundations and
neighborhood groups.

The Cost of Doing Nothing

The cost to realize the Legacy vision will be substantial; the cost of doing nothing will be
overwhelming. If we defer or abandon long-range planning, Washington will face:

e lost revenue from potential tourism opportunities, such as waterfront development;
e loss of precious open space;

e an overcrowded Mall dominated by buildings rather than people;

e pollution from increased traffic congestion; and

e continued economic decline in neglected city neighborhoods.

The Legacy Plan is anchored in the needs of our time — ecology, mobility, diversity and

opportunity — and redefines how government should participate in the renewal of
Washington.
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