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Task Force
Calls for New

Downtown

Bv Margaret Webb Pressler

Washington Post Staff Wniter

Interactive museums, top-tier
retail developments and world
class entertainment, serviced by
a pedestrian walkway, under-
ground parking and a street-lev-
el trolley system would form the
cornerstones of a new downtown
Washington.

A task force of District and
federal government leaders, the
Smithsonian Institution, private-
sector developers and retailers
will present this proposal for the
revitalization of downtown at a
news conference this afternoon.

The task force, commissioned
by Mayor Marion Barry last
spring, also has the support of
the D.C. Financial Control
Board.

Under the plan, the financing
to turn downtown Washington
into a safer and more exciting
place to live, work and visit
would come from private invest-
ment and from the establishment
of special taxing districts. Some
of the taxation proposals would
require federal legislation, but
similar efforts have been suc-
cessful elsewhere to spur
growth and investment in belea-
guered inner cities.

While the task force's report
is only a framework for a plan, it
is building on elements already
underway downtown, including
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the MCI Arena, a new conven-
tion center, an opera house in
the former Woodward & Loth-
rop building and popular national
retailers such as Hard Rock Cafe
and Planet Hollywood.

The group calls for creating
museums for sports, arts, chil-
dren and music. to be sponsored
by private retailers and public in-
stitutions such as the Smithsonian
or the Capital Children’s Muse-
um. The plan includes housing
and emphasizes historic preserva-
tion. It would be geared to pedes-
trians and designed to draw tour-
ists off the Mall.

Barry said yesterday he will
set up a public-private governing
body to oversee the develop-
ment of the plan and the financ-
ing vehicles to help pay for its
realization.

“These are action items that
are meaningful, that you can see
and touch and feel,” Barry said

See DOWNTOWN, A23, Col. 1


























































