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September 17, 1996

MEMORANDUM

2000.

Attached is a fact sheet on the Covenant and its latest 
newsletter which details the July 12th event.

Hillary Rodham Clinton
Nicole Rabner
Colorado's Covenant With Children

The Covenant has planned two formal launches, one which took 
place in July and the other scheduled for September 28, 1996.
The July launch, which featured Marian Wright Edelman, brought to 
Denver more than 500 of Colorado's clergy, laity and community 
volunteers and included a "Child Watch Tour" -- visits to Church­
based programs that serve children and could be used as models 
for replication across the state. The September 28th convening 
will bring together religious and community leaders in the Denver 
metropolitan area to hear from children and parents, devise 
strategies for addressing their needs, and meet with current and 
potential Covenant financial supporters. The Covenant says it 
has learned that it is more effective to hold Covenant convenings 
in communities around the state, rather than to invite
communities to come to Denver; it has therefore planned a series 
of forums with clergy and community leaders in rural and poverty- 
ridden areas in the coming months.

PLEASE NOTE: We have extended invitations for two leaders of 
Colorado's Covenant for Children to meet you tomorrow; if they 
are able, they will be greeters at the Hispanic Chamber of 
Commerce event:
-Rev. Lucia Guzman, Executive Director, Colorado Council of 
Churches
-Rev. Robert Franken, Covenant Coordinator

TO:
FROM:
RE:

You had inquired about the progress of Colorado's Covenant 
With Children. As you know, the Covenant is a four-year 
initiative, begun this year, of the Colorado Council of Churches. 
Its mission is to mobilize the faith community across the state 
to help improve conditions for Colorado's children by the year 

The Covenant focuses on the moral obligations of churches, 
synagogues and other religious institutions to use their 
resources to help children reach their full potentials.
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& FAX UPDATE
Keeping Members and Friends of Colorado’s Covenant with Children Informed

COVENANT ENTERS PHASE II
I

i

Dear Friends of Faith

I

i
I

>

With God s Blessing,

\ <>l. I \o. 5

WE

The Rev Lucia Guzman 
Executive Director 

Fax Update
Colorado’s Covenant with Children

"Let the little children come unto me; 
do not stop them. " Mark 10:14

An important focus of the event was 
on the moral obligation churches have 
to use their resources to help our 
children develop into healthy adults.

The day ’s event gave those attending 
an opportunity to hear about the 
Covenant, visit church-sponsored 
programs for children and ask 
questions about their potential 
involvement.

our first time experiencing the kinds
scars left upon the hearts and souls 

Of children who experience alienation 
from parents, friends, and other 
supportive opportunities.

:• ?
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sp­

rite Rev. Robert Franken 
Covenant Coordinator

77te Rev Lucia Guzman 
Executive Director
Colorado Council of Churches

I found myself asking. "Is this child’s 
life going to get better ..can it? "

My prayer is that each and every 
congregation joins Colorado's
Covenant with Children, for this is an 
opportunity for us to strengthen our 
children and families and build better 
communities

Colorado Council of Churches
1234 Bannock Street 
Denver, CO 80204

(303) 573-4854
(303) 534-1266 (fax)

1-900-588-6489
!

My prayer for Colorado s children is 
that each of us will faithfully commit 
to renew God ’s Covenant with us so 
that we can faithfully covenant with 
children and families.

Through this experience, 1 also met 
many dedicated foster parents and 
loving grandparents.. people who
care, faithful people who believe in 
their children

i In this Fax Update and in future 
communication, you will be hearing 
much more about our reflections on 
Phase 1 of the Covenant, and our new 
direction and future plans.

Covenant Celebration
Attracts 500
On July 12, more than 500 clergy, 
laity and community people came 
together in Denver to celebrate 
Colorado's Covenant with Children.

The children were invited because 
they share a common reality: either 
one or both of their parents are in 
prison. These children are only 40 of 
the more than 12.000 in Colorado 
whose lives are challenged by 
alienation, anger, ridicule, and so 
many other things

Marian Wright Edelman, author of 
Guide My Feet- Prayers and 
Meditations on Loving and Working 
for Children, urged participants 
attending the dinner to think about 
child advocacy as a form of ministry. 

(Continued)

■ For some of the children, Camp Joy 
was their first summer camp. For 
some of us counselors. Camp Joy was
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With Children
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Recently, Barbara McIntyre (a
: Covenant Messenger from the United

Methodist Church) and I participated 
in L amp Joy Forty children, ages 9-
12, were invited to this ecumenically- 
sponsored camp.
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Back on the bus. Covenant Regional

i

kids.

/ i

2 PAX UPDATE Angiibt 14, 1996

regional convocations to build support 
tor the tour-year initiative within 
faith-based institutions. These are in 
lieu of the large conference originally 
planned to be held in Denver in late 
September

As of July 12, almost 50 clergy and 
lay leaders had been recruited from 
across the state. More than 30 
attended the July 12 orientation

Upon arrival at the Colorado Christian 
1 tome, representatives and 
messengers sat down to a lunch of hot

Colorado Christian Homc/Tennyson 
Center for Children and Families is 
recognized as a leader in providing 
intensive treatment and special 
education for children and families 
who have experienced physical, 
emotional or sexual abuse, or neglect.

support and education program for 
pregnant women and teens and their 
babies."

Visits to Church-based Programs 
Earlier that afternoon. Covenant 
Representatives and Messengers had 
the opportunity to participate in Child 
Watch visits to church-sponsored 
programs serving children and 
families.

Based on feedback from our 
committee members and others in the 
religious community, as well as the 
lessons we learned in the first phase 
of the initiative, we view the work of 
the next phase to be informing and 
motivating congregations to 
dedicate themselves and their work 
productively in support of the 
Covenant’s mission, goals and 
outcomes.

Following lunch, the group toured the 
new facility, seeing classrooms and 
playing basketball with the kids Bob 
Cooper, executive director, shared the 
stories and hopes of the center.

prior to dinner, regional 
representatives and messengers took 
pan in a special session designed to 
brief them on Colorado’s Covenant 
with Children

Look for an announcement shortly 
about when representatives of 
Colorado’s Covenant with Children 
will be in your community.

To that end, the Council of Churches 
is folding a series of focus groups 
across the state to be followed by

Representatives and Messengers were j
lead in a prayer for Colorado’s
Covenant with Children.

The theme for the day was “A Moral 
Community in which no child goes 
hungry, no child is homeless, and no 
child experiences the degradations of 
violence or neglect.”

The purpose of these regional 
caucuses is to educate congregations 
about children’s needs, determine 
their willingness to work for the 
Covenant, recruit volunteers and learn 
about existing programs serving 
children and families.

Special Session for Regional
Rcprcscntatives/Mcsscngcrs
After their Child Watch visits and 

Aboard a bus, on the way to their first
stop, the group was welcomed and
thanked by Episcopal Bishop Jerry
Winterrowd and the Rev. Lucia
Guzman, executive director of the
Council of Churches, the sponsor of
Colorado’s Covenant with Children.

She reflected on her life as a child of
the church - as the daughter, grand­
daughter and sister of Baptist
ministers. She described how the
church was her extended family,
leadership trainer, confidence builder, teens at Bridgeway, “ a loving home, 
religious educator and summer
recreation outlet.

These regional representatives and
i messengers are integral members of 

the Covenant It is their charge to help 
develop and maintain a regional 
commitment to the Covenant’s

dogs, chili, milk and later tots with the mission and vision for the children of
Colorado

Edelman called on the church to be 
the” moral locomotive” for children 

} and confirm the sanctity and
preciousness of each child before God 
and the world.

Covenant Unveils
Phase II
With the July 12 introduction to the 
Covenant now behind us. we are 
mobilizing for the new challenges that 
face us in the next pivotal phase of the 
initiative.

I
I

Working with Rev. Guzman to 
spearhead the Covenant’s next phase 
will be the Rev Robert A Franken. 
Rev. Franken serves as a special 
consultant to the Episcopal Bishop's 
office. He was ordained to the
Diaconate in the Episcopal church in 
1984.

Next, the group visited expectant

(Celebration, continued)
j
I

Bridgeway gives young moms 
support while providing skills that 
they will need to survive life’s 

■ challenges. Life skills training
i includes health education, 

employment education, self- 
help/improvement education and 
workshops on topics such as abusive 
relationships, anger and baby 
Showers.

!
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Michlaal Durkin
Milo High United Way

Ms. Lee Palmer Everding 
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Tha RexH Dr. r__ _
Am^rlcdn Baptist Church

I
Si iter Marianna Bauder 
St. Josjaph Hospital

Bishop Allan Bjornberg

Th4 Rev. J. Langston Boyd
Shorter ame Church

i
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> Merle Chambers 
:eh Resources
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Fitdn Foundation
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Ifhe ____
United Church of Christ, Rocker Mtn. Conference

Ms.

MS, - ________
Th|e Anschutz FoundatioA
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The Rev. Dr. Acen Phillips 
Mt; Gilead Baptist church
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Ch itch World Service
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. Maria Guajarda Lucero 
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The Re-^. Lucia Guzman
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Bishop Mary Ann Swenson
Methodist Church, Rooky Mtn.

Mt. Daniel Ritchie 
University of Denver
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e Pepsi Company
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TAe Modt Rev. J. Francis Stafford 
Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Denver
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The Most Rev. Arthur Tafoya 
Roman catholic Diocese of Pueblo
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C^.eaveis Memorial CME
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Mi:. Ron Williams 
Gury-Wllliams Co.

Conference
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FIRST LADY AND COVENANT HOUSE PRESIDENT 
CONFER ON CHILD WELFARE CONCERNS

/_!  —

JAN 24 '95 13!b4 FA <O<NANT hGJ5L

Ou January 13th Suter Mary Rote McGeady, D C., nwt at the White House wuh 

Hillary Rixlhatn Clinton tt> djatusa aintua! roawras related to the impact of propped 

Welfare Reform* upon teen juvthers and their children. The meeliuj was airangexl by 

Nancy Dickeraoii Whitehead, a member of Covunant house’s Corporate Boord.

The -It) minute ntceting covered a wide range of childcare related subjects. Mis. 

Clinton stressed her owd commitnwnt to actions aimed at keeping families together, Uie 

avaUablity of health am: fur lowTnconic young mothers and their chiidruu, and the need 

for i^al jobs at the end of miy job training program. Yet the Finn Lady repeatedly 

emphasized the need fur “hard heads” as well e_i "soft hearts" as much-needed leluinis 

were made to the b«Uuh's Welfare SystOcm.

The two notionally recognized advocates for the of young people agreed that 

the major problem tn Welfare Rhfonn discussions to dste is that loo many spokespersons 

have lost the real focus of the debate: how best to protwt children and streugllieu 

famlE«. Sister Mmy Rote added tn this concern the very practical issue of the provision 

of affordable, quality child care so that young rngtheis can have the opportunity to 

participate in meaningful job traiuuig p*usr»nis

The meetmg concluded with Sister Mary Rose urging Mrs. Clinton to cnniiuue 

her leadership role in child welfare advocacy, Mrs. Clintrm cw»uMrjrded Sister 

Rose for the efforti Covenant House is making not only to take, cure of the nation's 

homeless kisfe but to address these child welfare issues on the national level. The two 

leaders each expressed a desire to work together on these issues in the future. 
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