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THE REPRESENTATIVE
OF THK
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
TO THE
UNITED NATIONS

September 29, 1995

Dear Mr. Chairman:

I wanted to contact you as soon as possible following my
attendance at the Fourth World Conference on Women in Beljing
with an important issue that I raised there. In my speeches
both to the Conference and to the NGO Forum, I stressed the
neaed to follow through on ratification of the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women. I
would like to take this opportunity, on behalf of the entire
U.S. Delegation to the Conference, to explain why I believe it
was important to make this particular point -- among others --
in Beijing.

Although the Administration has made ratification of the
Convention an urgent priority, and despilte its overwhelming
approval by the Foreign Relations Committee during the last
session of Congress, this important human rights treaty has yet
to be considered by the Committee this session.

The Women'’s Convention is a comprehensive multilateral
treaty which promotes the recognition and protection of women’s
rights in accordance with internationally accepted standards.
Not only does the Convention broadly define discrimination
against women, it also calls for appropriate governmental
action to ensure that women enjoy equality of opportunity and
access in a broad range of civil, political, economic, social,
and cultural rights. As carefully demonstrated last fall in
both the Administration’s submission to the Committee and
during the Committee’s hearing on the treaty, existing U.S. law
and practice already accord such rights to women with the
United States and, accordingly, U.S. ratification can be
premised upon only a few narrowly drawn reservations,
declarations and understandings.

The Honorab e
Jesse Helms,
Chairman, Foreign Relations Committee,
United States Senate.
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The Convention 1s widely accepted around the world,
including by nearly all of our democratic allies. As of
September 1995, some 145 countries have ratified the treaty,
including every other country in our hemisphere.

Throughout the Conference on Women and the NGO Forum, women
and men representing countries and cultures from all over the
world were able, despite their diverse backgrounds and
perspectives, to reach a consensus on the need for action,
rather than rhetoric, to advance women’s rights. At the center
of this consensus was widespread support for the purposes,
principles and provisions of the Convention, The U.S.
Delegation to the Conference loudly and clearly affirmed
women’s rights as human rights. First Lady Hillary Rodham
Clinton, the Honorary Chair of our Delegation, addressed this
issue in her speech to the Plenary on September 5, 1995,

I believe that the leadership and spirit of partnership
which the U.S. Delegation exhibited in Beijing should be
supported and endorsed by the United States Senate. The time
has come for the United States, through ratification of the
Convention, to formally embrace this set of internationally
agreed principles on women’s rights. On behalf of the U.S.
Delegation, I urge you to give early and favorable
consideration to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms
of Discrimination Against Women.

If you would like to discuss this issue further, please do
not hesitate to contact me. I would be happy to do a briefing
on the Women'’s Conference for you and otheor members, if there
is interest.

Sincerely,

Jodudu ve c>lJOA{§P\v’

Madeleine K. Albright



