





We stand ready to meet with you to discuss altarnative
funding mechanisms that will vunlinue the existence of the KBA
and NEH.

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter.

Sincearsly,
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NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE ARTS The Nancy Hanks Center

1100 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington DC 20506-0001
202/682-5400

Office of the Chairman
MEMORANDUM

September 24, 1996 SENT BY FAX (456-1121)
ON 9/24/96

To: Leon E. Panetta
Chief of Staff to the President

From: Jane Alexande @
Chairman, National Endowment for the Arts

Re: FY 97 NEA funding

I appreciate your requesting a $10 million increase for NEA in the
CR/Omnibus bill.

The value of this symbolic victory for the cultural community - should we
be successful - goes way beyond the dollars involved. It represents a political
victory for the White House and the Democrats in Congress. The arts are a big

industry, and many organizations and jobs continue to be threatened by the recent
cut-backs.'

Reps. Gingrich and Armey continue to oppose any increase for NEA. 1
understand they accepted the proposed increase for the Humanities Endowment,
which confirms my belief that their opposition to us has nothing to do with the
budget, and everything to do with punishment.

I'm working very hard to buck up our Senate supporters including Senators
Hatfield, Bennett, Jeffords, Kennedy, Pell, Leahy and others. :

You have been a strong and consistent supporter. I hope you will continue
to stand by us as this moves forward during the days ahead.
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