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THE CRY FOR RENEWAL

Biblical faith and spirituval politics.

ecently, the increased influence of religion in politics has too often made our
political debate even more divisive, more polarized, and less sensitive to the poor
and dispossessed. If religious faith and values are to make a contribution to our

nation’s public life, as we believe they should, they ought to make our political

discourse more honest, moral, civil, and spiritually sensitive, especially to those
without the voice and power to be fairly represented.

True biblical faith focuses on the moral values that must be recovered to heal the tom polit-
ical fabric; ideological faith would rend the fabric further in the pursuit of power. Biblical faith

The issues of political holds up the virtues of compassion and community;

morality we now confront ideological faith appeals to personal and group self-

are too important to be interest. Biblical faith understands our identity as the

left to only one voice. children of God as a call to humility and reconcilia-
tion rather than the basis for attacking those who are less righteous.

We challenge any political litmus test that distorts the independent moral conscience that
faith can bring to politics. The issues of political morality we now confront are too important to
be left to only one voice. We testify that there are other visions of faith and politics in the land.
New voices are critically needed. We especially appeal to the media to let new voices now be
heard. We appeal to the politicians to listen to the voices of people of faith rather than seeking to
manipulate them.

Our commiunent is to diligently apply spiritual values to the vexing questions of our pub-
lic life and, where necessary, to offer a Christian alternative to ideological religion. Let a new dia-
logue begin at national, regional, and local levels around the country. Let politicized religion be
replaced with prophetic faith to forge new coalitions of Christian conscience across the land. (See

next page for complete text of “The Cry for Renewal.”)



wing rcligious lobbying will scrvc us at this catical histor-
ical juncture. Such faith is oftecn morc idcological than truly
cvangclical.

Today, the body politic is bufTcted by polarized
cxtremes. Instcad of helping a politically war weary public
{ind common conccms and valucs, the religious communi-
ty.on both sides, has often given sanction to the perpetua-
tion of tragic divisions.

We rcfusc the falsc choices between personal responsi-
bility or social justicc, between good valucs or good jobs,
between strong familics or strong ncighborhoods, between
sexual morality or civil rights for homoscxuals, bctween
the sacredness of life or the rights of women, between
fighting cultural corrosion or battling racism. We call our-
sclves and our churches back to a biblical focus that tran-
scends the Left and the Right. We call the Christian com-
munily to carefully consider each social and political issuc,
diligently apply the values of faith, and be willing to break
out of traditional political categories. By sccking the bibli-
cal vintues of justice and rightcousncss, the Christian com-
munity could hclp a cynical public find ncw political
ground.

¢ belicve the American pcople are disgusted with
politics as usual and hungry for political vision with spiri-
tual valucs that transcends the old and failed categoncs that
still imprison public discourse and stiflc our creativity. The
rcligious community should help lcad that discussion and
action toward new political and economic altcmatives. We
commit ourselves to that task and to dialogue with all scc-
tors of the religious community toward that end.

*“The Least Of These”

We are cspecially concemed with the harsh rhetoric
toward thc powcerless coming from the nation's capitol. Ttis
__indcca wime 1o re-cxamine old solutions that control the
poor instcad of empowcring them. We will join with any-

mitics, moral values, and social responsibility. Many of our
Ctrrr"rqmwrrs_and communities are already taking a Icad-
crship role in lhal task. But those Jcsus told us to especial-

ly remember as *‘thce least of these’ must be neither forgot-
ten or scapegoated. To abandon or blame the poor for their
oppression and affirm the affluent in their complacency
would bc a moral and religious failure, and is no altcmative
1o social policies which have not succeeded.

Spiritual Politics

We would spcak another word and offcr clear criteria
by which to morally judgc our nation’s political policics.

We scrve a God who upholds the dignity and hopc of
the poor and a Savior who loved the little children. We
must savce all of our children and not punish thosec who are
disadvantaged.

Wec follow the One who called us to be pcacemakers
and gavc his life to reconcilc a broken humanity. We must
stop the violence that has overtaken the nation, and address
its root causes in the distorted spirtual valucs and unjust
social structures in which we arc all complicit.

We have a faith that invites us to conversion. We must
rcvive the lapsed virtues of personal responsibility and
character, and rcpent for our social sins of racism, scxism,
and poverty.

We love a Crcator who calls for justicc and stcward-
ship. We must begin to judge our cconomic and cnviron-
mcntal habits and policics by their impact on the next gen-
cration, rather than just our own.

We arc compcelled to a lifestyle of service and compas-
sion. We must scck healing from the matcrialism which has
madc us less caring and more sclfish creatures, isolated us
from onc another, enshrined the power of money over our
political processcs, wounded our natural world, and poi-
soncd the heants of our children—nch and poor alike.

We are led by our faith into community. We must reju-
venate the moral valucs and political will to rebuild our dis-
intcgrating family systcms, our shaticred ncighborhoods,
and our divided nation.

Spiritval Renewal

Politics cannot solve all our problems. Spiritual rencw-
al will bc requircd—of our personal valucs and communal
vinues, of our rcligious congrcgations and neighborhood
organizations, of our cducational institutions and econom-
ic cnterpriscs. But genuine spiritual rencwal must not be
sclf-rightcous or mcan-spiritcd. And spiritual sensitivity
must rcplace idcological predictability as the touchstone of
rcligion in politics.

Our dcfinitions of politics must bc widened to include
ncw solutions and Icadership. In panticular, new communi-
ty-bascd and valuc-ccntercd solutions must be found to our
sccmingly intractable problems. The wall between “public™
and “privatc’ solutions must come down in favor of new

‘pargrerstiips and conTigurations that involvce everyone. And

our rcligious communities must become meeting places
and cxperimentation grounds where those new solutions
arc shaped and carricd out in partnership with other cultur-
al, cconomic, and political institutions.

New Voices

The issucs of political morality we now confront are
oo imponant to be Icft to only onc voice. We testify that
there arc other visions of faith and politics in the land. New
voices arc critically nccded. We cspecially appeal to the
mcdia to lct ncw voices now be hcard. We appcal 10 the
politicians to listen to the voices of rcligion rather than
sccking to manipulatc them.

Our commitment is to diligently apply spiritual valucs
o the vexing qucestions of our public life and, where nec-
cssary, to offer a Christian alicmative to idcological rcli-
gion. Let a new dialoguc begin at national, regional, and
local lcvels around the country. Let politicized religion be
rcplaced with prophctic faith to forge new coalitions of
Christian conscicnce across the land. L]

The Cry for Renewul, 2401 15th Street, N.W., Washington,
D.C. 20009. Phone 202-328-8842. Fax 202-328-8757.











































































