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MEMORANDUM TO:

FROM!

RB:

■HwaJa.

*

4^
I

'Bisnas&winjs^
STEVE SILVERMAJ^^

COlfidON GROUND C0MFE8BKCE MATERIALS

Ai we dwMimrf, I tavn eodcmd fag the Aoidaa'i iwtow a copy of (to propped lavtotoa 
httoc and (to lovtotoa UM.

1.
Z

■ s

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WABMINaTQN

«

JUN-16-1995 12:11

JUN-lS-lSgS 00:04
> uazio/Ma imu *»;«3 rAA <op oyu*

Mow (to iovtatoa Itoar wbito tayi out tto pwpoM of tto confiMnoo, 
Ewvtew «ad MHMto> (to Mwitoko Ibn.

Row to me toow if to tos aay coaaHatt oa (to letor or any iddittou ar labucdou tn 
tm lirrttatoa totr «ttot w» am atol out ftp flto ronto of favitotan wcBnncw xnaatoi 
(Friday, June 16). \Z v.
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*

KEVI8ED DRATT - CONMDENTIAL

Aido_, 1995

Dear 

1995.

Many Americana today am finding aotatai to difficutt probfan in ttafr

I look forward to mccdoj wtti you on July 6,

Sincerely,

1

■ V

coinnmmtiea bacau* thay have been able to csablbb common grcond that is a baaia tax 
people woddng togetner. Americana need to listen, to csEh other, even when wo dlaagwa, 

ud take rcapooribUtty far uUxtat^ our common probknu. The aftermath of the meat

I would like you to Join Vice PtriMm Gore and me in a coularaKe entitled, 
'Connnan Ground: A Call to Raipoaibility,1' to be held at the White Howe on July 6,

JUN-16-1995 12:12

. JUN—16-1935 00,04
VV/ w«t atev 4 aim»

Periwpa die defkdag oharaaariidc of our nattoo baa been the unique ability of 
Amerioma from dtvmo background* aod with dlf&rax vlcwa to work together for the 
common good of our coanmudtiea, our country, aod our fixtnn. Io rocaot years, however, 
our spirit of COTamndty and atuued encerptiae has often deterionmd in thn ftoo of difficult 
challeogBs that coaftan u. Too often, political ud social dlacourae — even oonvecsationa 
among neighbon - have been infiseted by raisundarnaadlng, Intolaanco or rancor. Our 
coffrrmmtfiM have at times been tora apart by the very issues that should draw us tegetoer.

Oklahoma City tagedy powwftlly demaumted the wnagth, rcaoive and hope that arise 
when wo work ttgetoor to help each other.

I am ccnvuntog the July 6 cooftaeace to disoua bow we can rrinvifocato our spirit of 
. cammunfty and together punua a prcopcroua tame through civil diacouno ud cJtbm 

rwponribUity. American* of dlveoe political penpcsxhts Ud from various aectara of 
infiimcn - community groups, reUgtoa. education, bustaea, uoa-pcofis atguiatioas, toe 
media, utattalnnicat and sparu - are betog invtmd to join the Vice Pxaddcac and ma in thia 
day-long fonun-

35508
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DRAFT

SUBJECT:

find wd cor confldincs dai yoa w!L^ia’ *

action.

1

in rrnnrminltiai and u a nation:

S-.

tec tfig fteridcnt’i call io action is fititUtod-

Yoabtva

<

*

Jiks AmcricsM ooifatto behave in dealing wi* one another. 

a, u» « *>x

- 2?£St. tai pan of » ongota* rftat to own

dalNwed W Flo McAfee, 
WWltingtnn, D.C. 20500.

«
JUN-16-1995 12:12

JUN-16-1995 00*05
UQ/A0ZV9 LDU r<»A «•“

If you go tack to tta tagtnriog of tH» cotacy. ttapw Onagaof.A™**'“ <*>

P.004/026

P.0B4 .;

UtMUTM?'W

June 1995

MEMORANDUM FOR CONFERENCE PAKIiaFANTS

PR0M: j^^WTOl^PSBSIDENTAND

DIRECTOR. OF PUBLIC LIAISON

•ComxDoa Ground: A Call» K-ponribiUty’ 
IbB WhftB House, July 6,1995

p^efflCUtmobwved Into Stain of *o Unim Addiw

^T^IhU eonftm. will not be «
. - Mita _• __ -A** —91 AA 4s ^llrll

X «=*» (Sae notau ta» oppcnmSta for ttalotal

TO trotata tta tatatoofte e^««. XXM. - -
mvyvxT foat a|j putfcdpuii mbotii to the

Wtan’BouM. nw»«««:

la coffiffiunitiei ^Jdjeu jotS£» W this expafate can pwvkfc
Itattad to uta W l»
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The White House

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release July 6, 1995

PRESIDENT NOMINATES RICHARD HENRY JONES AS 
AMBASSADOR TO THE REPUBLIC OF LEBANON

The President today announced his nomination of Richard Henry Jones of 
Nebraska, a career member of the Senior Foreign Service, as Ambassador to the 
Republic of Lebanon.

Mr. Jones has served in Washington, Paris, Tunis and Riyadh, while 
concentrating on economic and Middle East issues. Aside from serving in Washington 
as Director of the State Department's Office of Egyptian Affairs since June 1993, Mr. 
Jones has served in Embassy Riyadh as Counselor for Political Affairs from 1989 to 
1992 and Petroleum Attache from 1984 to 1986 and in the Department as Director of 
Developed Country Trade in the Bureau of Economic and Business Affairs from 1987 
to 1989. He has received several U.S. government awards, including awards for 
performance during the Gulf War and for commercial and trade negotiations.
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THE CAUCUS

July 10, 1995

Dear Ms. Verveer:

and Dean Hargrove.

CHAIM» COUtMCu

President s Common Ground” speech at Georgetown. Under 
separate cover I will be sending a number of press 
clippings which relate to a Symposium the Caucus sponsored 
in conjunction with Eastman Kodak. The topic of the

The

It’s a

upon a program which 
i were mirrored in the

VIA FAX
(202) 456-6244

FOUNDED IW74

BTKltRiNG CQMMI1 '! (-.L.

WILI.IAM Bl-KslN 

OMAiH

DANNY ARNOLD

TRD BttRGMAKlN 

AL BURTON 

ALAN □. COURTNEY 

NORMAN fELTON 

CHARLES W PRIEB 

DAV<f3 GdRSER 

ROGER GlMBEL 

DQUGLAi rKIYEB! 

RAYMQND KATZ 

NORMAN LEAR 

JtRRY L-KIDUR 

DAVO LEVY 

LEONARD BY CRN 

f*RANK YON falRNEOK

fcx-or»nc» 

JAMS* KOMACK 

EDWARQ BLAU 

(COMNAfcxJ

BAM BACM 

(■MEWH Ufll

t brccAiurp

■ONNy core 

CHARLES W PRIES 

ROGER GIMWEL

QQCMAilWtt

RHHJR GARRY 

TttD BERGMANN 

GABER*1 CATES 

ALAN D CQURTNIZY 

BAM DBNQFF 

ROBERT PINKEL 

DUAN HARGROVE 

NANCY MALONE 

LEE MH.USR 

DORO114EA PE I WIU 

MARIAN REE6

JOHN RICH 

HARRY BHERMAN

LEONARD 8TKRN

membership is 
-Lj of television's

Ms. Melanne Verveer
Deputy Assistant to the President
The White House

organization whose i 
approximately 60 to 65%
programming. f
«5u^:1»iin9H Nor?2?v"'’««« b«»«:
and n±*HB.1XO,d"’rtl’’Th0'""0n' Dl''id M01»9r' Comber,

We have recently embarked u; 
contains a number of elements which 
President's

LAWRENCE R WHI1 L 

TRftAfU.lfetm

David Utfvv 

•fcamuTARY

?!?!<.?’UOUS..ut°r Pr°d!ivers: .Mrit®rs & Directors is an 

responsible for 
----------- -- -J prime time

Among those presently in our membership are
Y____ _  Al . at. ■ . “

Television's creative community is a hydra headed
The

Georgetown University. peecn at

creature, containing many different points of view. 
common thread which binds us together is a belief that we 
need to foster reasoned communication with each other with 
government, with the audience at large.

It was with this in mind that I noted to the President 
that the Caucus might serve as an effective conduit should 
ha seek an opportunity to address the creative community 
here in Los Angeles, We feel our lack of political agenda 
would frame the event in a most effective manner.

in conjunction with Eastman Kodak. The topic of the 
symposium was "Television: Its Impact On Society". The 
purpose of the Symposium was simple; we sought to increase 
the quality of the debate presently taking place. It's a 
puzzling truism that the louder our voices get, the less we 
seem able to hear.

^'or ^Producers, Q^Pnlers & CDireclors

C o. BOX Iiaae. duruank California 9I51U izsu (o:W) (sas 757* ■ fax Q4O
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Many thanks for your assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

Bill Blinn

BB/psr

FaxPhone

(818) 784-1325(818) 905-6298Bill Blinn

(818) 846-2159(818) 843-7572 Caucus Office 

***end***

P. 7

Ms. Melanne Verveer
July 10, 1995 
Page 2

Obviously, the President’s schedule is the determining 
factor in regard to any timing considerations. I have 
listed below my home phone and fax number, as well as that 
of the offices of the Caucus. We will be happy to answer 
any questions that need to be dealt with.



Contact:For Release Tuesday, May 23rd

Washington is a dangerous liaison of religion withReligious Right with the new Republican majority

statement. 2401 15th Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20009 — (202) 328-8842

both sides.

Quest for Power v. Spiritual Vision

Suzanne Turner
Debbie Frank 
202/745-0707

current system unworkable - liberal religious leaders have also been too closely aligned with partisan 
politics and have aggravated, rather than healed, political divisions. The group proposed a new 
perspective, using the basic tenets of Christian faith and love, to counter the extremes offered on

The Cry For renewal
Biblical Faith and Spiritual Politics

"The Cry for Renewal" statement particularly criticized the alliance between religion and 
Republican Party politics:. The religious leaders were concerned that the moral authority necessary 
aiEsssllpsg ■■ 

religious critique of power has been replaced with the religious competition for power, said the

More than 100 national religious leaders -- led by many Evangelicals -- have united to 
announce an alternative to the Religious Right, saying that the Religious Right does not sPe^r all 
the faithful in United States. The group laid out a new vision for religion in politics, using community­
based approaches that transcend "Left" and "Right" to help solve the nation s seemingly intractable

EVANGELICALS, OTHER RELIGIOUS LEADERS 
ANNOUNCE ALTERNATIVE TO RELIGIOUS RIGHT

Leaders to Meet with Gingrich, Gephardt and Clinton 
Network Calls for New Moral Vision to Heal Nation in Crisis

>

i

"The Cry for Renewal" points out that political cheerleading on both sides has made the

problems. . ..

Members of the group will also meet with President Bill Clinton. House Speaker Newt Gingrich 
and Minority Leader Richard Gephardt to ask politicians to begin hsten.ng to other Chnshan voices. 
In addition to Evangelicals, Black church leaders, and prominent Catholics, tl>e heads of the 
Episcopal, Quaker, Methodist, AME and Reformed Churches are all represented. (A complete list is 

attached.). • ,

The religious leaders released a statement titled "The Cry for Renewal" which challenges the 
Christian Right's partisan politics, saying that the current religious voice in the political process often 
has-further polarized a system that is already too divided to solve the tough issues facing our country.
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A New Approach: Solutions That Transcend Left and Right
peopie'oi'ialthlre^eStoSeaHnVthe'poi^p^o^

The religious leaders were particularly concerned that Christian values were being undermined 
when politicians turned their backs on the poor and the powerless. "It is indeed time to re-examine

or blame the poor for their oppression and affirm the affluent in their complacency would be a 
moral and religious failure, and is no alternative to social policies that have not succeeded.

The group gave three examples of the kind of response needed to address the nation s crises. 
The first was a commitment to use the church as a base to create new partnerships injiombating 
inner-city problems such as homelessness, poverty and violence. ? ~—
City Washington, D.C. and Philadelphia were cited. Second, the group announced an effort to 
expand religious youth volunteer corps to deal with pressing problems. Third, spoke of an emerging 
"progressive Evangelical caucus" to express evangelical social and spiritual concerns.

fHeTiqhT-We call on the Christian community to carefully consider each social and political issue, 
diligently apply the rules of faith, and be willing to break out of traditional political categories By 
seeking biblical virtues of justice and righteousness, the Christian community could help a 

cynical public find new political ground."

While the group opposed the use of religion as a tool in partisan politics, it maintained that 
u,- .oiu. essential to healing the political process. In particular, religious communities . 

^n.,id move us bevond partisan politics toward true solutions to the nation s seemingly intractable 
oroblems. "We call ourselves and our churches back to a political focus that transcends the left and 
------- ■ * } 1

diligently apply the rules of faith, and be willing to break out of traditional political categories.

old soFutions that control the poor instead of empowering them. ... But those Jesus told us to 
especially remember as "the least of these" must be neither forgotten or scapegoated. To abandon

inner-city problems such as homelessness, poverty and violence. Success stories in Boston, Kansas

MEETINGS CLOSED TO PRESS - PARTICIPANTS WILL COMMENT AFTER 
12:15 ~ Gephardt H204 - Minority Leader's Suite 

1:30 -- Gingrich and GOP leadership H230 
5:00/5:30 -- (Time to be confirmed) Clinton

2:30 p.m. 
Comment on Political Meetings 

East Capitol Steps

moral and spiritually sensitive, religious voices have too often contributed to an antagonistic political 
atmosphere. "We are dismayed by those who would undermine the integrity of religious conviction 
which does not conform to a narrow ideological agenda. And we are deeply concerned about the 
subversion of prophetic religion when wealth and power are extolled rather than held 
accountable, and when the gospel message is turned upside down to bring more comfort to 
those on top of society than to those on bottom."

Rather than protecting the vulnerable and helping make the political arena more civil, honest,

"We are dismayed by those who would undermine the integrity of religious conviction
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THE CRY FOR RENEWAL 
Bibli c al f aith a nd spiritual p oli tics. 

ecently, the increased influence of religion in politics has too often made our 

political debate even more divisive, more polarized, and less sensitive to the poor 

and dispossessed. If religious faith and values are to make a contribution to our 

nation's public life, as we believe they should, they ought to make our political 

discourse more honest, moral, civil, and spiritually sensitive, especially to those 

without the voice and power to be fairly represented. 

True biblical faith focuses on the moral values that must be recovered to heal the tom polit-

ical fabric; ideological faith would rend the fabric further in the pursuit of power. Biblical faith 

The issues of political holds up the vinues of compassion and community; 

morality we now confront ideological faith appeals to personal and group self-

are too impor tant to be interest. Biblical faith understands our identity as the 

left to only one voice. children of God as a call to humility and reconcilia-

tion rather than the basis for attacking those who are less righteous. 

We challenge any political litmus test that distorts the independent moral conscience that 

faith can bring to politics. The issues of political morality we now confront are too important to 

be left to only one voice. We testify that there are other visions of faith and politics in the land. 

New voices are critically needed. We especially appeal to the media to let new voices now be 

heard. We appeal to the politicians to listen to the voices of people of faith rather than seeking to 

manipulate them. 

Our comminnent is to diligently apply spiritual values to the vexing questions of our pub-

1 ic life and, where necessary, to offer a Christian alternative to ideological religion. Let a new dia­

logue begin at national, regional, and local levels around the country. Let politicized religion be 

replaced with prophetic faith to forge new coalitions of Christian conscience across the land. (See 

next page for complete text of "The Cry for Renewal.") 



wing religious lobbying will serve us at this critical histor• 
ical juncture. Such faith is often more ideological than truly 
cvangcli�I. 

Today, the body politic is burTetcd by polarized 
cx.trcmes. Instead of helping a politically war weary public 
find common concerns and values, the religious communi• 
ly, on both sides, has often given sanction lo the perpctua• 
tion of tragic divisions. 

We refuse the false choices between personal rcsponsi• 
bilily or social justice, between good values or good jobs. 
between strong families or strong neighborhoods, between 
sexual morality or civil rights for homosexuals, between 
the sacredness of life or the rights of women, between 
fighting cultural corrosion or batlling racism. We call our­
selves and our churches back to a biblical focus that tran• 
sccnds the Lcfl and the Right. We call the Christian com• 
munity to carefully consider each social and political issue, 
diligently apply the values of faith, and be willing lo break 
out of traditional political categories. By seeking the bibli• 
�l vinues of justice and righteousness, the Chrislian com• 
munity could help a cynical public find new political 
ground. 

We believe the American people are disgusted with 
polilics as usual and hungry for polilical vision with spiri­
tual values that transcends the old and failed categories that 
still imprison public discourse and stifle our creativity. The 
religious community should help lead that discussion and 
act.ion toward new political and economic alternatives. We 
commit ourselves to that task and to dialogue with all sec• 
tors of the religious community toward that end. 

''The Least Of These" 

We are especially concerned with the harsh rhetoric 
toward the powerless coming from the nation's capitol. It is *indcca dme to re-examine old solutions that control the 
£<>Or instead of empowering them. w_e will join with any• 
one in the search tor new soluttonsrooted in local comm�­
n1ues, moral values, and social res nsibilit . Many of our 

0 
an communities are already taking a lead-

ership role in that task. But those Jesus told us to especial­
ly remember as "the least of these" must be neither forgot­
ten or scapegoated. To abandon or blame the poor for their 
oppression and affirm the amuent in their complacency 
would be a moral and religious failure, and is no alternative 
to social policies which have not succeeded. 

Spiritual Politics 

We would speak another word and offer clear criteria 
by which to morally judge our nation's political policies. 

We serve a God who upholds the dignity and hope of 
the poor and a Savior who loved the liulc children. We 
must save all of our children and no1 punish those who arc 
disadvantaged. 

\\'c follow the One who called us to be peacemakers 
and gave his life 10 reconcile a broken humanity. We must 
stop the violence that has ovenaken the nation, and address 
its root causes in the distoned spiritual values and unjust 
social structures in which we arc all complicit. 

We have a faith that invites us to conversion. We must 
revive the lapsed vinucs of personal responsibility and 
character. and repent for our social sins of racism. sexism. 
and poverty. 

We love a Creator who calls for justice and steward­
ship. We mus1 begin 10 judge· our economic and environ• 
mental habits and policies by their impact on the next gen• 
cration, rather than just our own. 

We arc compelled to a lifestyle of service and compas­
sion. We must seek healing from the materialism which has 
made us less caring and more selfish creatures, isolated us 
from one another, enshrined the power of money over our 
political processes, wounded our natural world, and poi­
soned the hearts of our children-rich and poor alike. 

We arc led by our faith into community. We must reju• 
venate the moral values and political will to rebuild our dis• 
integrating family systems. our shattered neighborhoods, 
and our divided nation. 

Spiritual Renewal 

Politics cannot solve all our problems. Spiritual renew­
al will be required-of our personal values and communal 
vinues, of our religious congregations and neighborhood 
organizations, of our educational institutions and econom­
ic enterprises. But genuine spiritual renewal must not be 
sclf•rightcous or mean•spirited. And spiritual sensitivity 
must replace ideological predictability as the touchstone of 
religion in politics. 

Our definitions of politics must be widened to include 
new solutions and leadership. In panicular, new communi­
ty•bascd and value•ccntercd solutions must be found to our 
seemingly intractable problems. The wall between "public" 
and "private" solutions must come down in favor of new 
parmcrshlps and conltgurauons that involve everyone. Ana 
our religious communities must become meeting places 
and experimentation grounds where those new solutions 
arc shaped and carried out in partnership with other cultur• 
al, economic, and political institutions. 

New Voices 

The issues of political morality we now confront are 
too imponant 10 be left to only one voice. We testify that 
there arc other visions of faith and politics in the land. New 
voices arc critically needed. We especially appeal to the 
media to let new voices now be heard. We appeal to the 
politicians to listen to lhe voices of religion rather than 
seeking to manipulate them. 

Our commitment is 10 diligently apply spiritual values 
to the vexing questions of  our public life and, where nec­
essary, to offer a Christi:rn ahemative to ideological reli­
gion. Let a new dialogue begin at national, regional, and 
local Jcvels around the country. Let politicized religion be 
replaced with prophetic faith to forge new coalitions of 
Christian conscience across the land. ■ 

The Cry for Rcncwul, 2.JO/ l5rh Srreer, N.W., Washingron. 
D.C. W009. Phone 202·328•8842. Fax 202-328•8757. 
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they do not plan to form a nation- Religious Right with the new Re- j 

al organization or organize cohcr- pubhean majority." But it also
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Alternative is offered 
to religious right plan

is another voice, and the Chris­
tian Coalition does not represent

I

The statement erideizes the i 

‘ " i

ent opposition to politically potent condemns religious liberals whose | 
groups like the conservative alliance with Democrats was 
Christian Coalition. Instead they “lacking in moral imagination." 
said they plan to footer “partner- The statement was drafted 
ships” between churches, local and spearheaded by two leaders 
governments and hurinesaes to widely known as religious Bberala 
combat problems such as unem- - Rev. Wallis and Rev. Anthony 
ployment, poverty and violence. Campolo, an evangelist based at

The group met yeaterday with Eastern College in St Davids, 
the House speaker. Newt Gin- Pa., who is the founder of several 
prich of Georgia, the majority urban youth programs and a 
leader, Richard K. Armey of Ta- friend of President Clinton.

let alone most of the churches.” 
Their proposal wag issued lens 

than a week after the Christian 
Coalition unveiled a new 10-point 
"Contract with the American 
Family," winning a pledge from 
Gingrich to bring each measure 
to a House vote. 

Gingrich told the ecumenical 

fy the voices of Christians who
h.-ive expressed dismay about the month 
resurgence of the religious nght of whoge pro.
in local and national politics. threatened by

"Even the word 'Christum' RgpubHom-backed budget cuts 
has becoma associated with a par- and ^an. reformc. 
ticular brand of very conservative At M prtgl conference at the 
Republican politics," said Rev, ^^nal Press Club, the leader? 
Jim Wallis, founder of Sou- [3SUC<j n two-page manifesto 
journers magaxine, based in caiied The Cry for Renewal," rc- 
Washington. “Die religious con- jec^g the old political lang'jnge 
tnbution to the political debate of solutions of right and left, lib- 1 
kite has made it more divisive, po- conservative" as "com-
larized and less sensitive to the pletely dysfunctional." 
voiceless." -L-—

The ecumenical leaders said “almost total identification of the

Al ?
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--------- —------ - , ■, ■:----------- as. and other Republicans, and 
By Launc Goodstem-------------separately with Democratic legis-

__ ________wASHiNUTUNtiisr----------------- Wall;g his

WASHINGTON - A group of had emphasized that “there rcaliy 

more than 80 Christian leaders is­
sued a challenge to the religious

akemative to those they accused 
of using the church to pursue a 
narrow agenda and abandoning 
Jesus’ call to serve the poor.

The coalition, representing 
evangelicals, mainline Protes­
tants, Catholics and Greek Ortho­
dox. aa well as African American
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The Wxshingto> PostA14 Wednesday. May 24.1995

Christian Leaders Challenge the Right

—Rev. Jim Wallis, 
founder of Sojourners magazine

i(The religious 
contribution to the 
political debate of late 

has made it more 
divisive, polarized and 
less sensitive to the 
voiceless.”

Press Club, the ecumenical leaders issued a 
two-page manifesto called "The Cry for Re­
newal." rejecting “the old political language 
and solutions of Right and Left, liberal and con­
servative” as “completely dysfunctional."

The statement criticizes the “almost total 
identification of the Religious Right with the 
new Republican majority in Washington.” But 
it also condemns religious liberals whose alli­
ance with the Democratic Party was “lacking 
in moral imagination or prophetic integrity.”

The statement was drafted and spearheaded 
by two leaders widely known as religious liber­
als—Wallis and the Rev. Anthony Campolo, an 
evangelist based at Eastern College in St. Da­
vids, Pa., who is the founder of several urban 
youth programs and a friend of President Clin­

ton.

Ecumenical Group Urges Civic-Church ‘Partnerships’to Tackle Community Problems

Family,” winning a pledge from Gingrich to
bring each measure to a House vote.

Yesterday Gingrich told the ecumenical
leaders he would hold an extended session with 
them next month to listen to the grievances of 
Christian activists whose community programs 
have been threatened by Republican-backed
budget cuts and welfare reforms. 

At a news conference at the National

By Laurie Goodstein
Washing!oo Post Staff Wrner

An ecumenical group of more than 80 Chris­
tian leaders yesterday issued a challenge to the 
religious right and claimed to offer an alterna­
tive to those they accused of using the church 
to pursue a narrow partisan agenda and aban­
doning Jesus’s call to serve the poor.

The coalition representing evangelicals, 
mainline Protestants, Catholics and Greek Or­
thodox, as well as African American church 
members, seeks to amplify the voices of Chris­
tians who have been whispering with dismay 
among themselves about the recent resur­
gence of the religious right in local and nation­
al politics.

“Even the word ‘Christian’ has become asso­
ciated with a particular brand of very conser­
vative Republican politics,’ said the Rev. Jim 
Wallis, founder of Sojourners magazine, based 
in Washington. “The religious contribution to 
the political debate of late has made it more di­
visive, polarized and less sensitive to the voice­
less?

The ecumenical leaders said they do not 
plan, to form a national organization or organize 
coBerent opposition to politically potent groups 
like the conservative Christian Coalition. In­
stead they said they plan to foster “partner­
ships' between churches, local governments 
and businesses to combat problems such as un­
employment, poverty and violence.

The group met yesterday with House 
Speaker Newt Gingrich (Ga.), House Majority 
Leader Richard K. Armey (Tex.) and other Re­
publicans, and separately with Democratic leg­
islators. Wallis said his group emphasized that 
“there really is another voice, and the Chris­
tian Coalition does not represent the whole 
evangelical community, let alone most of the 
churches.”

Their Capitol Hill debut comes less than a 
week after the Christian Coalition unveiled a 
new 10-point “Contract With the Amencan

The signers also include moderate and con­
servative evangelicals such as J.L Packer, a 
reknowned theologian and senior editor at the 
magazine Christianity Today; Stephen Hayner, 
president of Inter-Varsity Christian Fellow­
ship, which claims student activists on 800 
campuses, and Myron Augsburger, president 
emeritus of the Christian College Coalition.

Mike Russell, spokesman for the Christian 
Coalition, said. “We are the first ones to admit 
that we don’t speak for all people of faith. 
There are people who share our faith who 
don’t share our politics, and there are people 
who share our politics who don’t share our 
feith.’

Russell said it was “unfair" to characterize 
the Christian Coalition as partisan because “we 
have a very up front track record of trying to 
work with both parties.”

Among the signers of "The Cry for Renew­
al” are several prominent African American 
and Hispanic clergymen, including Bishop John 
Hurst Adams, senior bishop fo the African 
Methodist Episcopal Church, and the Rev. 
James Forbes Jr., senior minister of the River­
side Church in Manhattan.

Leaders of the religious right, said Forbes, 
"preach concern for family values but do not 
respect families which have not been blessec 
with the benefits they have amassed for them­
selves. They gloat over a few dollars of tax re­
lief when this in itself may result in the shut 
ting down of social services which have 
sustained lives of brothers and sisters.”

Campolo said his group would form a “pro­
gressive evangelical caucus” to represent ar. 
alternative at traditionally conservative evan 
gelical events, encourage Christian students tc 
organize through churches instead of campus 
es, and convene town meetings to address 
community problems like teenage pregnane, 
and “gay bashing.”

The group shares some common grounc 
with the religious right. “We agree that .. 
most of the social and political issues we arc 
facing have a moral core," Wallis said.
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Another Christian Voice Sounds on Politics

w

TTJxamples cited, by the group's leaders 
JJJ included creating public-private part-

Tlmes staff writer Larry Stammer In Los Ange­
les contributed to this story.

Rather than competing directly in poli­
tics by conducting massive voter education 
programs—the path followed by the Chris­
tian Coalition^ the largest of the politically 
active conservative'religious 
organizations—the "Cry for Renewal" 
group will try an indirect approach, work- 
ing with other institutions and 
organizations.

ASHINGTON—Calling for an "ideo­
logical cease-fire" in the partisan 

warfare over religious principles, a group of 
Christian clerics and lay leaders Tuesday 
offered what they described as a broader- 
based alternative to the Controversial tac­
tics and doctrines of the Christian right.

More than 100 religious leaders, including 
not only liberal Protestants and socially 
active Catholics but also more than a score 
of traditionally more conservative evan­
gelicals endorsed the founding statement of 
the group, titled "The Cry for Renewal: 
Biblical Faith and Spiritual Politics." After 
issuing the statement, representatives of 
the group met on Capitol Hill with leaders 
of both parties to discuss the objectives 
spelled out in the statement.

"The religious right has one perspective 
and deserves to be heard." said Jim Wallis, 
editor of Sojourners magazine and one of 
the principal authors of the statement. But 
other voices should also get a hearing in the 
political arena, Wallis contended. The new 
group, still unnamed, is seeking "an honest 
dialogue" with the leaders of both political 
parties and intends to hold politicians 
accountable on moral grounds, he added.

Although the new group included repre­
sentatives from a broad range of Christian 
denominations, it did not include any non­
Christians. Jim Rice, one of the organizers, 
said that the group's leaders felt Christians 
had a "special responsibility" to respond to 
the Christian right because its adherents 
had pnt themselves forward as represent­
ing the Christian point of view in politics.

By ROBERT SHOGAN
I INFS POt ITICAL WRITER

contract because we think it's not a Demo­
cratic agenda or a Republican agenda—it's 
a pro-family agenda." said Mike Russell. 
"We agree that no movement, either faith- 
baserl or secular, should be a wholly owned 
subsidiary of any political party."

The Christian Coalition, which was 
founded by television evangelist Pat Rob­
ertson. last week unveiled a 10-point legis­
lative program, the "contract with the 
American family." calling for restrictions 
on late-term abortions, more religious 
expression in schools and the demise of the 
Department of Education.

Besides Wallis, main speakers at the 
press conference were Anthony Campolo, 
president of the Evangelical Assn, for the 
Promotion of Education; Dr. James Forbes 
Jr., senior minister of New York's Riverside 
Church; and Roberta Hestenes, president of 
Eastern College in St. Davids, Pa.

After separate meetings later in the day 
with House Speaker Newt Gingrich (R- 
Ga.) and House Minority Leader Richard A. 
Gephardt (D-Mo.l. Wallis said that both 
men told him "it was good to have a new 
voice in the mix."

The new group is not the first religious 
coalition seeking to counter the influence of 
the Christian Coalition. Last year, a group 
of Christian and Jewish leaders announced 
the founding of Interfaith Alliance. That 
group, however, received $25,000 in start­
up funds from the Democratic Congres­
sional Campaign Committee and has been 
accused of being too closely linked to the 
Democratic Party.

nerships to combat urban problems, such as 
homelessness, poverty and violence, and 
expanding the role of religious youth vol­
unteer corps.

“We believe that our impoverished polit­
ical process needs the moral direction and 
energy that spiritual and religious values 
can contribute to the public debate," the 
statement says. “Recently, the increased 
influence of religion in politics has too often 
made our political debate even more divi­
sive, polarized and less sensitive to the poor 
and dispossessed.”

The statement criticizes both ends of the 
religious-political spectrum.

"The almost total identification of the 
religious' right with the new Republican 
majority in Washington is a dangerous liai­
son of religion with political power." it says. 
On the other hand, "the continuing close 
identification of religious liberalism with 
political liberals and the Democratic Party 
has demonstrated a public witness often 
lacking in‘moral imagination or prophetic 
integrity."

A spokesman for the Christian Coalition 
denied that his group is partisan. "We are 
committed to making a general effort in a 
bipartisan way to implementing our 
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(white) political forces that op­
posed Martin Luther King." 

“It seeks to appeal to a
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By Tim Dillon, USA TODAY
AFTER MEETING GINGRICH: Eugene Rivers, left, Ron Sider, 
Wes Granberg-Michaelson and Ray Hammond meet the press. 

Christian group racist, 
black clergymen say

'k

a . wHHI

ap-i

mate of black membership oth­
er than to say it is “smalL" 

“We’re a predominantly
Eugene Rivers, a black white group, that’s obvious, but 

evangelical minister, accused we’re committed to making in- 
the Christian Coalition Tuesday roads into the black communi- 
of being a “racist organization” ty. It’s a huge area for growth 
because of its nearly all-white potential for us," Russell said, 
membership and what he “This particularly egregious 
called its “failure” to reach out attempt to play the race card is 
to black churches. inappropriate and inaccurate.”

Founded in 1990 by religious 
group of 11 white and black broadcaster Pat Robertson, 
evangelical leaders held a the Christian Coalition has 
news conference to offer an al- grown to 1.6 million members, 
temative voice to the increas- a $25 million budget and a 
ingly vocal religious right, muscular presence on Capitol 
which they say “does not speak Hill.
for all the faithful.” Last week, it unveiled its

“It certainly doesn’t speak “Contract With the American 
for 23 million black Christians, Family," a 10-point legislative 
nor does it speak for all white package that would allow pray- 
Christians. It only speaks for it- er and religious displays in 
self,” said Jim Wallis, pastor of public places, curb pomogra- 
Sojoumers Community Church phy, restrict abortion and pro­
in Washington, D.C. mote school choice.

Rivers, pastor of Azusa The evangelical leaders said 
Christian Community in Bos- they want to take the partisan- I 
ton, said the Christian Coalition ship out of Christian political 
■“has its roots in the same activity.

"The alternative to the reli- I 
gious right is not the religious 
left," said Wallis. “We need a 

Southern white male base that politics whose values are more 
over the last 30 years has been spiritual than ideological — a I 
hostile to the advances of politics rooted in civility, com­
blacks,” Rivers said. passion and community.”

The charge was immediate- Wallis said the leaders’ 
ly denied as “untrue" by coali- views were “welcomed" in 
tion spokesman Mike Russell, meetings later with House 
who said his group is continu- Speaker Newt Gingrich, R-Ga., 
ously reaching out to black and House Minority Leader 
Christians, and has two black Richard Gephardt, D-Mo. 
regional coordinators on its Gingrich agreed to meet again 
staff. He could not offer an esti- with the group next month.
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By Larry Witham
THS AASHlNGlON IlMfS

Evangelicals who want the
country to know they have a diCfe r-
ent brand of politics than the
media-savvy Christian Coalition
yesterday announced the forma­
tion of an alternative Christian
organization.

With a statement signed by 100
religious leaders and visits to
House Speaker Newt Gingrich
and House Minority Leader Rich­
ard A. Gephardt, the Progressive
Evangelical Network launched it­
self yesterday.

"We challenge any political lit­
mus test that distorts the indepen­
dent moral conscience that faith
can bring to politics" said Hie
group's founding statement, “The
Cry for Renewal,” released at a
news conference.

I

line Protestant and Catholic lead- cals and National Religious Broad-
ers. the manifesto was drafted and casters.

In addition, it will initiate a
student movement, working with
the InterVarsity Christian Fellow­
ship, and encourage churches to
become centers of “community 
politics."

At the news conference, a panel
of more than a dozen endorsers
attribued the success of the “reli-

ministries, local organizing. ing and media exposure changed

million evangelicals, said Ihny 
Campolo, a seminary professor at 
Eastern College in St. Davids, Pa., 
and an evangelist who runs an 
inner-city project near Philadel­

phia.
The Christian Coalition “is not 

morally authorized to speak for 23 
million doctrinally conservative 
black Christianssaid the Rev. Eu­
gene Rivers, leader of the Azusa 
Christian Community in Dorches­
ter. Mass.

The new group said it is not the 
“religious left," but the middle 
ground, which is “concerned 
about the subversion of prophetic 
religion when wealth and power 

i
countable.”

The group's first step in a three- 
part strategy is to gain a voice in

 evangelical forums, such as the
Though signed by some main- National Association of Evangeli- 
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ers, the manifesto was drafted and 
backed mostly by evangelicals to 
clarify that the Christian Coalition
does not speak for them.

“The religious right has been 
such a strong, singular media 
voice on matters of politics and 
morality that even the word ‘Chris­
tian' has become associated with a 
particular brand of conservative 
Republican politics," said Jim Wal­
lis, editor of Sojourners magazine. 

Such Christians actually make
up only a third of the nation’s 60

Rival to Christian Coalition is bom
Religious leaders herald Progressive Evangelical Network

issues. Others said the right caters 
to racism, middle-ciass selfish­
ness and Republicans. '

“Their characterization of us is 
skewed from the outset," said 
Christian Coalition spokesman 
Mike Russell, noting! that his 
group works with pro-family and 
pro-life Democrats.

“AH of us are animated by our 
faith." Mr. Russell said.i“We want 
to sec the elected officials of our 
day address the decay of our soci­
ety. The only way to do that is form 
a grass-roots movement that will 
make a difference at the polls on 
Election Day."

 Mr. Campolo, a friend of Pres-
are extolled rather than held ac- ident Clinton’s, said that in the past 

decade, “we’ve been so busy doing 
community work, we have had no 
time or money to do media work."

Yet he thanked religious conser­
vatives for "making Americans 
aware that politics is a religious
matter."

Roberta Hestenes. president of 
Eastern College, said religious 
conservatives succumbed to the 
"seduction of power" ;and polar­
ized politics. “As an evangelical 
Christian, I don’t think salvation is 
by politics,” she said.

Mr. Wallis likened the new 
group's approach toi the civil- 

 rights movement, whose nonvio-
gious right" to its radio and TV ient protests, community organiz- 

money and simplifying of political national politics.
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Activist says: Not all religious on the right
Wallis book promotes politics rooted in morality

responsibility, a social vision based on bringing 
people together, a commitment to justice with

"Hut if you're just going to pass

eryone else. What people are hungry 
for is political leaders who will real-

litUUL

Jim Walll >w measogo.

servative impasse is really killing

tians. “ I hcy’re making outrageous

ties." he said.

V

Uv B<»l» von Sternberg 
StallWriter

the spirit, a conversion of the soul that issues 
forth in new personal and social behavior

A prophetic politics rooted in moral principles 
could again spark people’s imagination and 
involvement We need a personal ethic of moral

When politics loses its vision, religion loses its 
faith, and culture loses its soul; life becomes 
confused, cheap and endangered Nothing less 
than a restoration of the shattered covenant will 
save us. That will require a fundamental trans­
formation of our ways of thinking, feeling and 
acting. At the core of prophetic religion is trans­
formation — a change of heart, a revolution of

This week, a ver y different Chris­
tian coalition is headed for Capitol 
Hill, in an attempt Io show that 
morally grounded policies and bibli­
cally based politics aren’t the exclu­
sive domain ol the right.

v- ■ • * •• • - • • • 1 ■ —- * i ii ic, I’wiiiivmiia,
conservatives speak for all Chris- pundits and the public have talked 
11 fl tic “ I Im v’r»> m n L i m» <ai 11 m iuiahc i.. l • ■

< laims. W.dli, said We need Io down of community and the splin-

k ‘ ■

fhet lirislian Coalition had its Imn 
last week, laying a Ill-point conserv­
ative wish list at the feet of 
Congress.

fed

■Op.

the capacity also for reconciliation, an econom­
ic approach governed by the ethics of commu­
nity and sustainability, a restored sense of our

Excerpts from "The Soul of Politics” by 
Jim Wallis (The New Press, 1994):

Conservatives have tended to dwell on only 
some aspects ol our social crisis, while liberals 
continually focus on lire other dimensions. Nei­
ther ride is fully candid in ils diagnosis, and 
both sides have vested interests in which solu­
tions are chosen. Conservatives talk endlessly 
about personal morality and responsibility (re­
member the Moral Majority), while liberals 
seem only to know the language of human 
righls and social compassion (witness the 
ACLU).

“We can't simply leave all discus­
sion of mural values to the right," 
said Jim Wallis, a lay minister and 
community activist. "And it's not 
enough for the left to talk just about 
justice — they ignore values and 
virtues at their own peril. Politics 
hus to be grounded in spiritual 
values."

covenant with the abandoned poor and the 
damaged earth, a reminder of shared values 
that calls forth the very best in us. and a 
renewal of citizen politics to fashion a now 
political future.

Wallis, who was in Minneapolis last 
week, is a leader of an interfaith 
group of religious leaders that is 
staging what it calls “Cry for Re­
newal" before congressional leaders. 
Seventy-five nationally prominent 
leaders from evangelical. Catholic 
and mainline Protestant denomina­
tions aie backing the effort and plan 
to meet Tuesday with 1 louse Speak­
er Newt Gingrich of Georgia and 
other Republicans

The two dominant forms of religion in our time 
have failed to provide the spiritual guidance Ihal 
might Inform a politics of moral conscience. 
Both conservative and liberal religion have be­
come culturally captive forces that merely cheer 
on the ideological camps with which each has 
identified. And religion as a political cheerleader 
is Invariably false religion.

Wallis' voice has been heard often 
in this di wussioit, f or more than ?0 
years he has led the SojourneTs 
(’tHHIVlHlifX I HlilU’tl' Mbl

As I he poliiical nswiideiice of the 
h Ih’ihh*. i ii'lii has H u t cd alongside 
Repul li- :tn mu'ccs^c' ;i rrowini’

This is how Wallis described the 
message they'll deliver: “If you’re 
serious about new approaches, 
where the religious community can 
join with business, government, 
neighborhood activists, we'll be 
with you. like Nehemiah. rebuilding 
the walls of Jerusalem.

chorus ftom elsewhere on the politi­
cal spectrum has complained that 
conservatives have unfairly hi­
jacked all talk of morality and val­
ues. At the same time, politicians.

Citizenship itself has been replaced by con 
sumption Shopping has become our great 
collective activity, and consumerism lias invad­
ed and even usurped our civic life People feel 
they no longer have the power to change their 
communities or their nation, only to make 
choices among products Political participation 
has waned dramatically, just as the rituals of 
consumption have come to dominale more and 
more of our social life. Politics has become a 
spectator sport, as sports has become totally 
subjected to the power of money and adver­
tising.

everything off on the religious com­
munity. it will crush us We're al- 
tcady doing all we erm with the 
rcsomves we have. If you lake away 
all of the resources and siphon the 
money awriv f<> lax breaks for the 
wealthy, we'll be more like Amos: In 
your lace, constantly."

The religious leaders also want to 
overturn lire notion that the Chris­
tian Coalition and other religious

"The only way to find common 
ground is to move to higher 
ground," he said last week. “We've 
had enough of the politics of resent- 

or Oliver North acting the belea­
guered victim, trampled on by ev-

metrt— whether it's Marion Barry "But if you don't make the eradica­
tion of racism a central issue. I 
don't think you can make 'Chris­
tian' part ol your name "

ly talk about a new vision of com- Wallis maintains that what he sees 
munity." as the nation's most critical issues

— race, materialism, growing gulfs
He maintains that the “liberal-con- between the rich and the poor — 

are uiiimatelv moral issues. "The 
us" and is increasingly irrelevant to solutions to these are value-centered 
solving the nation's problems. "It's and communitv-based." he said 
being transcended where people “Prophetic biblical faith has a lot to 

t-.. .... :.................. :.t offer here— it s mi- tradition, at

^r ' J

Wallis, his work grounded in his Wallis was in the I win Cities to 
belief that biblical faith requires address a conference on race rcla 
him to work for change and justice, lions and racism, which he called 
has increasingly stressed a need to “our clearest moral issue — Ameri- 
break from the ideological strait- ca's original sin. It demands repen­
jackets that so often reduce politics lance: it's where the religious com- 
to brain-dead sloganeering. munity has to play a role. I'm very

concerned that the Christian Coali­
tion's total lack of involvement on 
the issue will let some Republicans 
use it as a wedge issue.

action movement based in what think people believe they can find 
Wallis calls the war zone of the it. It's going Io bubble up in neigh- 
District of Columbia's Columbia borhoods and communities—-not 
Heights neighborhood. comeout of Washington "

b

themselves become involved in offer here— it s mr tradition, al 
transforming their own communi- least I'm not saying eveiyone has to 
ties. ’ he said. be religious, but w e need to have a

new democratic movement with 
And for all the purported cynicism spiritual values al its core." 
of the nation's voters, content to 
throw the bums out, “under that 
cynicism there’s a palpable hunger
I'.ir ■ MtHffhino »»»•» M M'-.li; i

increasingly about the niter break-

make it clear that jChristian Coali- tcringof citizen's along lines of race 

lion executive direetoi | Ralph Reed class and the like.
doesn't speak lor me."
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Christian Leaders Searching
For Political Middle Ground

O. Butis 3d, pastor of Abyssinian 
Baptist Church in New York, and the 
Rev. James H. Costen, president of

Theological

Directing pointed 
criticism at the 
religious right.

By GUSTAV NIEBUHR
WASHINGTON May 22 - Saying 

that the United States is caught in a 
spiritual crisis worsened by overly 
politicized churches, members of a 
broadly ecumenical group of Chris­
tian leaders are releasing a state- 

frontation” with the Christian Coali­
tion.

“Civility has to be part of the 
approach, and compassion," Mr. 
Wallis added.

He said that some of the signers 
had arranged meetings Tuesday 
with President Clinton, Speaker 
Newt Gingrich, Republican of Geor­
gia, and the House minority leader, 
Richard A. Gephardt, Democrat of 
Missouri. Mr. Wallis said the group 
had also asked to meet with the 
Christian Coalition’s executive di­
rector, Ralph Reed.

Mr. Reed said he would be out of 
town on Tuesday and so unavailable 
for a meeting then. Saying he wanted 
to read the statement first, he added, 

 “I don’t rule out talking with them.”
“We welcome a broader dia­

logue,” Mr. Reed said. “We can dis­
agree without being disagreeable." 
He also said, “I have never suggest­
ed that political involvement was the 
sine qua non of our faith or our 
witness.”

 Despite the statement’s criticism
of religious liberals, several leaders 

Tuesday, a week after the conserva- usually identified with liberal posi­
tive religious organization, the tions signed on, including the Rev.
Christian Coalition, unveiled its Con- Paul Sherry, president of the United 
tract With the American Family. Church of Christ, and the Rev. Joan

The statement, in the works for Brown Campbell, general secretary
several months, does not respond to of the National Council of Churches,
the coalition’s 10-point document, The signatories included moder- 
which recommended that Congress ates and even a few theological con- 
restrict late-term abortions and pass servatives whose names are not 
a proposed Religious Equality often seen on such documents. 
Amendment that would permit some Among them were Steven Hayner, 
forms of school prayer, among other president of Inter-Varsity Christian 
measures. But it contains pointed Fellowship, an evangelical youth or-
criticism aimed at religious conser- ganization; Millard Fuller, president
vatives. of Habitat for Humanity, and J. I.

“The almost total identification of Packer, a theology professor at Re- 
the religious right with the new Re- gent College in Vancouver, British 
publican majority in Washington is a Columbia, and a senior editor at the 
dangerous liaison with political pow- magazine Christianity Today.
er,” the statement says. Also among the signers were such

It also faults religious liberals for prominent African-American clergy 
so closely identifying with the Demo- as Bishop John Hurst Adams, seniof 
cratic Party as to forsake their bishop of the African Methodist 
“moral imagination” and contribute Episcopal Church; the Rev. Calvin 
to the nation’s political polarization.

The statement’s primary authors, 
the Rev. Jim Wallis, the editor of
Sojourners, a bimonthly independent Interdenominational 
religious magazine, and Tony Cam- Seminary in Atlanta.

fire” and a search for common 
ground untainted by partisan ideol­
ogy.

“Christian faith must not become 
another casualty of the culture 
wars,” says the statement, which 
has been signed by more than 80 
prominent mainline Protestant, 
evangelical, Orthodox and Roman 
Catholic leaders, including six Cath­
olic bishops. "Inflamed rhetoric and 
name calling is no substitute for real 
and prayerful dialogue between dif­
ferent constituencies with legitimate 
concerns and a gospel of love, which 
can bring people together.”

The statement, titled “The Cry for 
Renewal: Let Other Voices Be 
Heard,” will be released here on

polo, a sociology professor at East­
ern College in St. David's, Pa., and 
founder of an educational organiza­
tion for inner-city children, de­
scribed themselves as "progressive 
evangelicals.”

Mr. Wallis said the document’s 
ment calling for a verbal “cease- signers were “not looking for a con- 
f i ra * * nn/J « __ t •  . • . • ■ •. < . . —
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reiplctflirr^a^-and. sensit^ on the
bottom of our society or those who have been shut out. , _
Regrettably, the religious <
1___ ___
to the voiceless.

beCWUU, w<5 ---------- —

especially for those whom Jesus cails
are concerned about a selective morality that ignor
deep concerns about justice for the poor and “cial
reconciliation in a divided society. From the Rel^ious Ri9ht, we 
don’t hear that cry being raised with the power of Jesus or of 
Amos who calls us to "Let justice roll down like waters and
righteousness like a flowing stream.

Good morning. My name is Jim ■
Soiourners magazine, a journal that focuses on --------------

alternative
in our public discourse.

Coalition." The Religious Right has been such a strong and 
singular media voice on matters of politics and "“^aiity ^t 
even the word "Christian" has become associated ^th a Particular 
brand of very conservative Republican politics. But tbe P^b - 
perception of a Right-wing evangelical juggernaut is a fal
impression that we would like to correct. today

But there are even more important reasons to be here today. 
We agree with the Religious Right that the crisis we face in 
country is indeed a spiritual one. Most of the 3Ooial
nnlifir’al issues we are facing have a moral core. Real soci 
change will not take place without spiritual “al
w-11 That is why the solutions of partisan and very ideological 
Zo liics wit? simply not be enough. It may be that the Christian 
Coalition is not spiritual enough and has too much confidence m
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politics of community. Whil our

, th^~Business" community , the schools the crimins 1
■*— ------------------------------------ ; r——————. • _ _ _ j «• a +• 01” a 1

Religious Right, about our hope for a new student movement, 
~ nrA/vraeai va AVAnaslical caucus id the churches, about

-30-

Jim Wallis statement
May 23, 1995
Page two

As our statement says, "We_xefusje_thfi_£al
’^^“b^Xr^^nTf^eror^trong^eighborhoods

:Fb^ Jlfe’or tbe-rights of women.

cMldren are dyin; in the streets. It's time to call an 
csrcl fire for the sake of our kids, "e represent

Christians who are already engaged across the,country^in
?ire::r^dec::F.:v^;.^^r»d-HgwT-^raSproachi3^  ̂

centered, community-based, and solution-oriented^Tge^chUfches 
centerei^fv-tTr4hbnTaer-th^^

Finally, we call for a new politics ot community, wuii 
political leaders engage in old and tired ideological debates, 
our children are dying in the streets. It s time to « 
ideological cease-fire for the sake of our kids• «present 
many Christians who are already engaged across the country in
crassroots efforts that transcend the dysfunctional categories of 
grassroots eiiuiub v __ os„va. n..- annrnach is value-

caniiOt be lett tD shoulder tne a.— ---- -
poverty, but can take a leadership rgle m new P?bli^Z|^ate 
partnerships at the local level w~5icgln^olye ne|ghbprhood___ 
drgarfiiati °ns^ the business communi ty, _ the schoo 1 s thecriyiina 

mayors, city councils, and government a tai 1
levelstofind practicalanswers to our many problems.

Like the ancient prophet Nehemiah, we stand ready to help 
"rebuild the wall" that has crumbled in so many of our

between sexual morality or civil rights for homosexuals, be*ween 
the sacredness of human life or the rights of women, between 
fighting cultural corrosion or battling racism. ,

Today we meet with the media and the nation s poltical 
leadership. To the press we say that the issues of politics, 
m^lutyt and religion are too important to be left to one voice. 
The Religious Right has one persepctive and deserves to be heard. 
But their are other visions of faith and politics in the land- 
Let the other voices be heard. To our political leaders we will 
say that religious conviction must not be manipulated by partisan 
^lit^s. Rather, we seek an honest dialogue with both political 

parties and will seek to hold all our political leaders 
accountable to moral values. Politicized religion is no
substitute for prophetic faith. ,

We are evangelical. Catholic, Pentecostal, Black, and 
mainline Protestant leaders representing a broad and significant 
cross-section of American church leadership. Today, you will hear 
our visions of evangelical social concern, about a more civil 
political dialogue, about our desire to reach out to the 
Religious Right, about our hope for anew student movement, about 
a new progressive evangelical caucus m the churches, about 
gra^roots strategies of social and spiritual ^construction. In 
111 of these efforts, we hope to break out of the divisive 
political rhetoric that now divides this country. JLft^llLEeach__ 
new common ground only, by seeking highe^_ground^_ Thank you.
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Press conference speakers

DR. ROBERTA HESTENES is president and pro­

fessor of Christian spirituality at Eastern College, as 
well as parish associate of Wayne (Pa.) Presbyterian 

Church. A well-known conference speaker and 
writer on issues of church renewal and women in 
ministry, Dr. Hestenes is immediate past chair of the 

board of World Vision International. She is the 
founder of the Center for Christian Women in 
Leadership and holds a doctor of ministry degree 

from Fuller Theological Seminary.

DR. ANTHONY CAMPOLO, a nationally known 
evangelical leader, is the president and founder of the 

Evangelical Association for the Promotion of 

Education, which designs social programs to aid 

youth in urban America and in less developed coun­

tries around the world.
Author of 23 books and numerous articles on 

Christian life and ministry and social justice. Dr. 
Campolo is also professor of sociology at Eastern 
College in St Davids, Pennsylvania. Dr. Campolo is 
an evangelist and works extensively with students 

around the country. He serves as director of evange­
lism for the Christian Environmental Association and 

is an associate pastor of the Mt Carmel Baptist 
Church in West Philadelphia. Dr. Campolo received 

a Ph.D. at Temple University.

JIM WALLIS is founding editor of Sojourners mag­
azine, an influential Washington, D.C.-based journal 

of faith, politics, and culture. A popular speaker and 

writer, Wallis is the author of more than a dozen 
books, most recendy The Soul of Politics, which 
calls for a new values-centered political morality 
combining social justice and personal responsibility. 

Wallis was one of the organizers for peacemaking 

among inner-city gangs through a national Gang 
Summit in Kansas City, Missouri, and is still active 

in the community groups formed out of that summit.
Wallis is also a pastor of Sojourners Community 

Church, an ecumenical body with food programs for 
families and empowerment programs for at-risk 

youth in inner-city Washington.
Wallis was named one of Time magazine’s 

“Fifty Faces for America’s Future” in 1979.

DR. JAMES FORBES JR. is senior minister of The 
Riverside Church in New York City. He is the first 

African-American minister to serve as pastor of one 
of the largest multicultural congregations in the 

nation.
An adjunct professor at Auburn Theological 

Seminary of New York, Dr. Forbes has also served 
as the Harry Emerson Fosdick Adjunct Professor of 

Preaching at Union Theological Seminary. Dr. 
Forbes’ preaching was recognized by Howard 

University in 1992 when he received the 
Distinguished Post-Graduate Achievement in 
Ministry Award. In 1984, Ebony magazine named 
Dr. Forbes one of America’s “greatest black preach- 

ers.
Dr. Forbes holds a Doctor of Ministry Degree 

from Colgate-Rochester Divinity School in 

Rochester, New York.



Other participants

MARGARET CAFFERTY is executive director of 
the Leadership Conference of Women Religious, an 
organization representing almost 100,000 Catholic 
women leaders active in renewal and social justice. 
Cafferty is a nationally recognized advocate for the 
spiritual welfare of women and speaks and writes fre­
quently on women, the church, and social change.

REV. DR. RAY HAMMOND is founder and pastor 
of Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church in 
Boston, Massachusetts. Dr. Hammond is co-chair of 
the Ten Point Coalition, an ecumenical group of 
Christian clergy and lay leaders working to mobilize 
the Christian community around issues affecting black 
youth. He is also executive director of Bethel’s Gang 
Intervention Project and coordinator of Citywide 
Clergy Against Violence, a clergy group formed in the 
wake of racial unrest at South Boston High School. 
Dr. Hammond is a graduate of Harvard College and 
Harvard Medical School, and holds an M.A. in the 
Study of Religion (Christian and Medical Ethics) from 
Harvard Graduate School of Arts and Sciences.

REV. WES GRANBERG-MICHAELSON is gen­
eral secretary of the Reformed Church in America. A 
noted author and speaker, Granberg-Michaelson 
served as head of the World Council of Church’s 
office on justice, peace, and creation, and directed the 
WCC’s office of Church and Society. He was also 
moderator of the WCC Task Force on Relations with 
Evangelicals. As both an evangelical Christian and 
head of a mainline protestant church, Granberg- 
Michaelson is an influential leader who provides a 
bridge between constituencies in the religious and 
political world. He worked for nine years as chief leg­
islative assistant to Republican Senator Mark Hatfield 
of Oregon.

RON SIDER is founder and president of Evangelicals 
for Social Action and professor of theology and cul­
ture at Eastern Theological Union. A noted lecturer on 
contemporary Christian thought, Sider is the author of 
almost two dozen books, including the seminal Rich 
Christians in an Age of Hunger. For more than three 
decades Ron Sider has been a leader in promoting 
evangelical social concern around the world. Sider, 
who holds a Ph.D. in history from Yale University, is 
publisher of Prism and Green Cross magazines.

DR. STEPHEN HAYNER is president of Inter­
Varsity Christian Fellowship, an organization encour­
aging faith-based growth, spiritual renew:d, and social 
awareness among young people. The most influential 
evangelical youth organization in the United States, 
Inter Varsity is active on nearly 800 campuses. Steve 
Hayner represents the concerns of a new generation of 
evangelical leadership.

EUGENE RIVERS is pastor and co-founder of 
Azusa Christian Community, an African-American 
congregation committed to fighting desolation and 
poverty in the Four Comers neighborhood of 
Dorchester, Massachusetts. Working with other pas­
tors in the Boston area. Rivers helped develop the Ten 
Point Plan for Combating Black on Black Violence, 
which focuses on nurturing and empowering young 
black men involved in drugs and violence. A noted 
writer and speaker. Rivers is also director of the 
Seymour Institute for Advanced Christian Studies, a 
Pentecostal educational organization connecting 
Christian faith and social policy.
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COMMON GROUND
Words and Music by Reginald Royal

Copyright^p)996, Reginald Royal

On common ground we stand, 
Every woman, every man;

And together we will stand —
We are standing, yes, we’re standing 

On Common Ground.



COMING TOGETHER
Words and Music by Reginald Royal

Copyright 1996, Reginald Royal

We’re coining together with a common goal 
and working together so the world will know 

We’re standing together as one family, 
We’re coming together — you and me.

We are one nation, one heart, 
coming together—let’s start 

helping one another right now 
to build a strong future 

We’ll show the world how.



REGINALD ROYAL

Broadway — National Tours

World Tours

Theater -- Opera

Musical Associations

Education

Recipient of 1994 NAACP IMAGE AWARD - Best Musical Director

Jennifer Holiday, Patti Austin, Melba Moore Bebe Winans, Carol Woods 
Milwaukee Symphony, Florentine Opera

Anna & the King 
A Little Night Music 
Fiddler on the Roof 
Carmen
Twist (world premiere)
The Life

Five Guys Named Moe (Musical Director, Arranger 
Truly Blessed (Composer)
Jelly’s Last Jam (Associate Musical Director) 
Ain’t Misbehavin’ (Musical Director)

Sophisticated Ladies 
Ain’t Misbehavin’’ 
Body & Soul

Wisconsin Conservatory of Music: Bachelor of Music in 
Piano Performance/Jazz Studies

Northwestern University: Master of Music in Conducting
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True To The Music
—A Commentary by Buryi Red

Recording for Authenticity 
in AU Cultures and Styles

In The Music Connection, 
concern and sensitivity have gone 
into the recordings to ensure that 

Few musicians are as well 
known in nea rly every niche of the 
music industry as Buryi Red. He 
has an international reputation as 
a composer, arranger, conductor, 
and producer. Not surprisingly, 
he is also a staunch advocate of 
music education, serving most 
recently as Executive Producer of 
recordings for Silver Burdett 
Ginn’s new music series. The 
Music Connection. The following 
conversation with him contains 
his beliefs regarding the role and 
purpose of recordings in music 
education, both past and present.

Today’s Children and 
the Contemporary Sound

Since first becoming aware of its 
power, people throughout the ages 
have listened to music through 
“mental earphones.” These 
earphones have always delivered 
music to us with sound that 
originates from the technological, 
environmental, and social 
conditions if the era. Whether a 

log drum in the jungles of Africa 
or a harpsichord in an eighteenth­
century French drawing room, 
the sound of an instrument is 
fashioned by the available 
material from which it was made, 
the shape to which that material 
was transformed, the way in 
which the performer plays, and 
the site of the performance. The 
social context in which the music 
takes place also influences our 
way of listening. In church, at a 
high tea, in a salon, at a sporting 

event—each of these situations 
influences how we hear and 
respond to music.

Though we may not like to think 
of music as a product of 
technology, it nevertheless is 
colored by technology in critical 
and profound ways. The electronic 
organ, for example, has changed 
the sound of African American 
music so much that its special 
“electric” tone color has become a 
natural part of our perception of 
the gospel sound. In many ways 
this modern instrument lends itself 
to the gospel sound in a natural 
way, evoking the cries and 
“hollers” of African American 
music of the past.

Electronics has had a deep and 
lasting impact on the ways we 
listen to music. Whether we listen 
through sound speakers or a 
Walkman™ headset ... in an arena 
or in a Broadway theater . . . music 
is often heard through electronic 
reproduction. Even symphony 
concerts and opera performances, 
once the haven for unamplified 
performances, are sometimes 
assisted through subtle electronic 
enhancement. This “electronic- 
ization” of contemporary music 
has produced a generation of 
children steeped in the 
electronically amplified sound. 
Such children have difficulty as 
they first encounter the traditional 
venues of the concert hall and 
opera house when amplification is 
not being employed. The sound, to 
these children, sounds somehow 
distant and without presence. The 
common complaint is, “It isn’t 

loud enough!” Some of these 
children grow up to become 
recording engineers who have 
never heard the sound of a real 
acoustic violin or flute or piano. 
Having never been to a concert, 
they are unacquainted with the 
pure sound of I hose instruments 
unembellished by electronic 
wizardry. Even some adult 
concertgoers are beginning to 
complain that the Mahler 
symphony they hear in the concert 
hall is not as compelling sonically 
as what they hear on their CD 
players at home.

These, then, are our children— 
reared in a new tradition and 
accustomed to a sound that their 
elders did not experience as they 
grew up. So in presenting 
recordings to today’s children, 
especially in a classroom series, it 
is of greatest importance 
that those recordings have the 
intensity and energy that young 

contemporary ears want to 
experience and have come to 
expect. In THE MUSIC CONNECTION, 
the full weight of modern 
recording technology has been 
brought to bear on the wonderful 
songs that are the backbone and 
strength of this program. 
Instrumental tracks have been 
created that favorably compare to 
the sound of recordings children 
hear at home and on the street.
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might have been 
performed as a church or 
field song, or an Underground 
Railroad song in the nineteenth 

century. Today it might be 
performed as a gospel song. Many

need to be recorded for them with 
full attention to their expressive 
content, authenticity, and validity. 
Even if the purpose of the 
arrangement is to place emphasis 
on a particular musical concept, 
we do not want to say that the 
performance of the music itself 
doesn’t really matter, or that it 
doesn’t need to be artistically or 
emotionally convincing. Even with 
those pieces that have been 
composed with a pedagogical point 
in mind, we want to communicate 
to our young audience the 
emotional impact of the music. 
After all, isn’t that what it’s ail 
about?

ability to hear and perceive music 
aesthetically. Children are eager to 
demonstrate that they can handle 
almost any music that excites 
them; textbook recordings have, in 
the past, often failed to do this.

I don’t believe there is such a 
thing as “children’s music.” There 
is only music that reaches 
out and touches people, both 
young and old. A friend once 
pointed out to me that children's 
music is any music that children 
enjoy singing or hearing. Children 
need not be talked down to 
musically. They are capable of 
listening to and enjoying pieces 
that may strike adults as 
technically complex, because they 
listen with open ears and no 
preconceived notions. These pieces 

The Myth of Children’s Music

The recordings of contemporary 

popular music in The MUSIC 
CONNECTION sound like contemp­
orary popular music rather than 
watered-down imitations. In 
the not-so-distant past, such 
imitations served to make this style 
of music more suitable as 
“children’s music” or, worse, 
“textbook music.” We have too 
long subscribed to the idea that 
music for children must be 
“dumbed down” to ensure that 
they grasp it easily. That idea may 
be one of the most damaging of 
myths about children and their

...childrens music 
is any music that 
children enjoy 
singing or hearing. 
Children need not 
be talked down 
to musically.

they provide authenticity in the 
program’s multicultural songs and 
listening selections. Care has been 
taken to create recorded perform­
ances that reflect the style and 
conditions of each culture. 
Recording an ethnic selection 
involves making subtle choices. In 
recording a blues song, for 
example, I must ask myself a 
number of questions: Is the song a 
blues from the old folk tradition? 
Is it a modern blues composed for 
a Broadway show? Is it a hybrid of 
the two, or perhaps something in 
between? Once that has been 
decided, an arrangement must be 
written to create that exact sound 
and flavor, and the performance 
and recording must represent the 
subtleties of the particular 
tradition. The days are now past 
when that traditional blues song 
can be recorded with flute, harp, 
and vibraphone and sung by 
young children who do not 
represent and cannot produce the 
sound of the singers who would 
sing that blues song. We might 
record it, but our children 
wouldn't “buy” it.

I believe, too, that as we recognize 
and respect the styles of various 
non-Western cultures and ethnic 

groups, we must be equally zealous 
in maintaining the stylistic integrity 
of the varied musical expressions of 
Western cultures. Presenting a song 
from a Broadway musical would 
mean that we have recorded the 
tune as it sounds on Broadway 
rather than as it would sound were 
it recorded in some concocted 
manner that suits “children's 
music.” We have made a very 
special effort to represent the 
traditions of all types of music in 
their proper context. In recording 
so-called classical music, we have 
taken care to represent the nuances 
of each piece according to its period 
and style, whether it be a Wagner 
chorus, a Carl Bohm art song, or a 
contemporary symphonic work.

Most children already have some 
skill in perceiving stylistic 
differences in music by the time 
they arrive at school. They know 
the difference between a pop song 
and a rap, for example. It is 

equally important to present music 
that is not so familiar to them, 
such as concert (or “serious”) 
music, folk music from diverse 
cultures, and music from distant 
historical periods. To do that 
properly, these styles must be 
presented with equal intensity, as 
well as emotional and artistic 
integrity. If this is not done, 
children will gain the impression 
that music recorded offhandedly 
or with obvious lack of care has no 
feeling and is not worthy of 
attention. That would do a great 
deal of harm. For this reason, all 
genres of music must be presented 
within their broadest definitions. 
For example, African American 
music is so rich in its varied styles 
that even a spiritual can be 
presented in many different ways, 
all of which are valid 
historical
spiritual 



people have only heard “Wade in 
the Water” as Alvin Ailey used it 
in his ballet in the very effective 
Howard Roberts arrangement. 
The integrity of a song like “Wade 
in the Water” in its varied ways of 
presentation must be carried out 
in the performances.

were aiming for—to demonstrate 
what the music is really supposed 
to sound like. Appropriately, both 
children and adults have often 
been used together, a very 
felicitous combination.

Recording Performances

Recordings in The MUSIC 
CONNECTION contain perfor­
mances that capture this integrity 
and intensity. We asked our 

instrumentalists and singers to 
perform with the same attention to 
artistic detail that they would 
bring to any concert, recording 
date, or theatrical performance. 
This had never been done before 
in a textbook series. The music 
dominated and the musicians 
played more than dots on paper. 
They paid attention to the stylistic 
and dynamic nuances of any 
professional performance. There 
were rubatos and ritards, shades 
of loud and soft, and the artists 
lent their own deeply felt 
interpretations. In short, the 
performers came to the studio to 
make real music. Best of all, 
thanks to the superb quality of the 
arrangements and original 
compositions, we were freed from 
the “jingle” sound that has for too 
many years dominated the 
educational music recording field.

Communication is what good 
musical performance is, and we 
tried never to forget it. Often this 
effort to communicate the style and 
feeling of the music determined the 
choice of vocalists. In the majority 
of cases we featured children’s 
choruses on the song selections, 
but at times we realized that 
children’s voices could not always 
communicate the energy and the 
intensity of the music—in a gospel 
song, for instance. In such 
situations it was clear that adult 
voices could more adequately 
acquaint children with the goal we 

In using adult voices, only the 
very best from their stylistic fields 
were chosen to perform for these 
recordings. A song from India 
called for singers who were 
associated with a Hindu temple, 
who knew the song from personal 
experience, and who knew how it 
was supposed to be sung. An 
African song brought in singers 
from the African continent— 
singers such as South African stars 
Thuli Dumakude and Blondie 
Chaplin, who brought true 
authenticity and feeling to 
the music. Folk songs from 
South America were beautifully 
recreated by the group Andes 
Mata, who arrived at the studio 
with panpipes and cherongas. 
When we wanted a more 
contemporary South American 
sound, we found the best in 
Gustavo Moretto, whose studies in 
this country have led to his 

recognition as a serious concert 
composer in the United States, but 
who is considered a pop and jazz 
performer in South America. For 
an African American gospel song, 
we chose performers who could 
represent that style impeccably— 
Carol Woods, for example, one of 
our finest African American 
singing stars of Broadway and film. 
Other world-class musicians whom 
we involved in these recordings 
were Yomo Toro, the great guitarist 
well-known in the Latino 
community; Joseph Joubert, who 
has been musical director for Judy 
Collins and accompanist for 
Wynton Marsahs, Kathleen Battle, 
and Ben Vereen; and Linda Twine, 
who has conducted such hit 
musicals as Jelly’s Last Jam, Big 
River, and The Wiz.

Notation—A Matter of 
Interpretation

In many ways we are just 
beginning to be comfortable with 
other ways of producing sound. 
This is an issue, especially in vocal 
music, for those of us who have 
been schooled in the purest 
Western choral tradition, which 
includes jazz and pop styles as 
well as the Western “classical” 
tradition. The multicultural 
movement has shown us that there 
are other equally valid ways of 
producing vocal sound, although 
some of these styles may make us 
uncomfortable because of our lack 
of experience with them. Our first 
impulse is to try to notate the 
songs and melodies of these non­
Western cultures. Notation was 
conceived and developed 
specifically to record on paper the 
music of Western Europe. 
Unfortunately, most non-Western 
music cannot be contained, 
rhythmically or tonally, within the 
Western notational system.

It’s a dilemma. But I feel we 
have been too much a slave to 

notation in past music series. 
After all, even within the context 
of Western music of all eras and 
styles—especially in jazz and 
popular music—music is rarely 
performed exactly as it is printed 
on the page. Music is dependent 
on an interpretation by a 
performer, unless the composer 
has written for a computer and 
has been in control of every 
nuance. This is why we have 
chosen the very best performers to 
make these recordings. We know 
that their interpretations will be 
valid ones, even though there 
might be elements that another 
musician might have done a little 
differently. I think we have 
addressed very well that dilemma 
between notation and interpret­
ation and provided an example for 
every student of the ways in which 
notation becomes a “blueprint” 
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for performance without being a 
dictator.

songs in THE MUSIC CONNECTION 
are recorded as full stereo vocals 
with techniques used in the best 
commercial recordings. Stereo 
vocal tracks are followed by a full 
stereo mix of the instrumental 
track only, allowing children to sing 
against a more satisfying stereo 
sound. We know we’ve got it right.
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halls have taken him across the 
United States and around the world 
to Brazil, China, Israel, Australia, 
Russia, and Eastern Europe. As a 
composer, conductor, and director, 
Buryi has been responsible for 
several hundred television shows and 
numerous documentaries and music 
specials for network television. In 
addition, he has orchestrated a 
Broadway musical and arranged/ 
orchestrated shows at Radio City 
Music Hall.

Now hving in New York City, Buryi 
holds undergraduate and graduate 
degrees in music from Baylor 
University and Yale University 
School of Music respectively. His 
accomplishments are many and his 
awards numerous. In a review from 
the Washington Post, Buryi’s work 
was described as “uncommonly 
creative” an apt description of his 
work on The Music Connection.

true to the music—recordings that 
will stimulate a child’s interest and 
create an exciting response in a way 
that the old textbook recording 
philosophy, with its super-simple 
accompaniments, basic harmonic 
structure, unmusical interpre- 
ations, and babyish singers, did 
not. We know now that children 
deserve better than that; they need 
to be able to hear “classroom” 
music in the same aurally exciting 
way they hear their favorite 

recording artists on disks, radio, 
TV, or in the movies.
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Beryl Red was born in Little 
Rock, Arkansas, where his earliest 
memories include standing on a 
piano bench at the age of three for

A better way of dealing with the 
voices-ver sus-instrumentalists 

question is provided by the stereo 
vocal and the stereo performance 
track. In the stereo vocal, the 
sound is recorded and mixed just 
as it is in commercial recordings, 
providing a rich, full stereo sound 
that has depth, balance, and 
clarity. The musical experience is 
infinitely greater than that from 
Pick-A-Track™ (which isn’t stereo 
at all—just two different 
monophonic tracks heard from 
separate speakers). In many cases.

A Philosophy of Recording

We have approached the 

recording process of The MUSIC 
Connection with a definite 
philosophy in mind. To put it 
succinctly, that philosophy has 
been to create recordings that are 

his singing debut at a tent revival 
meeting. The abundant and varied 
musical styles of the region—his 
family’s singing and playing gospel 
and folk music from shaped-note 
books; the rhythm and blues, gospel, 
country, and jazz sounds of his 
culturally-diverse neighborhood; an 
excellent public school music 
program: an outstanding concert 
series of visiting classical music 
artists—contributed to Buryi’s 
professional life today as composer, 
conductor, producer, arranger, 
orchestrator, editor, and publisher.

Among Buryi’s more than 1,500 
published arrangements and compo­
sitions are original cantatas and 
musicals including It’s Cool in the 
Furnace and Celebrate Life, both 
acclaimed works. As a producer he is 
responsible for over 3,100 record 
albums and compact discs. His 
conducting activities in schools, 
universities, churches, and concert 
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