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AtP.S. 115, Urban Reality Is Only Pushed Aside

By SAM DILLON

Hillary Rodham Clinton thrilled
Public School 115 with her lightning
visit yesterday, but minutes after her
departure, students were back in
mourning for a teacher who may
have been murdered, and the princi-
pal was worrying that more school
ceilings will collapse.

Though it appeared that the First
{.ady wanted to make an upbeat point
about volunteer action — she chose
P.S. 115 to honor an innovative tutor-
ing program there — her one-hour
tour of the crowded Washington
Heights school became a surprise
brush with urban violence and decay.

It came one week after school au-
thorities reported the disappecarance
of a longtime teacher, Patricia Man-
ning, whose body was found by the
police in her Queens apartment, her
head bloodied. The police are investi-
gating the death as a homicide,
though other causes have not been
ruled out.

“It was good that Mrs. Clinton
came here when she did, because
morale was very low,"” said Graciela
Navarro, who coordinates bilingual
cducation at the school. It cheered
us up, but now well go back to mourn-
ing."”

The First Lady’s
visit lifts morale, |
but effects are
temporary.

Indeed, in the hours after Mrs. Clin-
ton’s visit, the mood in the school
faded from exhilaration into renewed
grief over Ms. Manning's death. Stu-
dents, teachers and parents milled
through the school's office wearing
their best clothing, donned for the
First Lady's visit, and black ribbons
distributed by parents in memory of
Ms. Manning.

“We're all just destroyed by Ms.
Manning’'s death, but Mrs. Clinton's
visil came just at the right moment,”’
said George Tomka, the school princi-
pal. *'Out of tragedy comes hope."

Mrs. Clinton visited P.S. 115 as a
way of lauding volunteer tutors who
work with the school's children one
day a week. But students like Ariel
Diaz, 8, believed the First Lady had
come because of Ms. Manning's
death.

*She picked this school ‘cause she
is helping us feel better when we feel
sad,” he said. ‘I miss my teacher,
Ms. Manning."*

I cry when my teacher tells me
about Ms. Manning, so Mrs. Clinton
comes to make me feel better,”” Ariel
added. ‘I think she knows that some-
body killed Ms. Manning, and she has
to find the polices and tell them to
find the robbers that killed her.”

Colleagues last saw Ms. Manning
at school on Jan. 13. When she failed
to call after several days of absence,
Mr. Tomka said he phoned the police
Jan. 19. ’

“We think she was murdered —
thougli we're not sure,”” Mr. Tomka
said. Her death had no apparent con-
nection to her school activities, he
said.

Lieut. John Shatinski, the detective
squad commander in the ]13th Pre-
cinct, said that the medical examiner
has not yet ruled on the case. Ms.
Manning was a ‘‘very private per-
son’’ who confided little, even to rela-
tives, and that has made the investi-
gation difficult, he said.

P.S. 115, situated on West 177th
Street, 1s among the city's most
crowded schools, with 1,400 students
jammed into a structure built for

1,000. Before Mrs. Clinton's visit, cus-
todians and teachers worked fever-
Ishly to give it a spit-and-polish shine.
But the Gothic 1913 building is crum-
bling, and Mrs. Clinton was not given
a complete tour.

She did not see, for instance, the
hole in the auditorium ceiling, four
feet in diameter, left when hundreds
of pounds of plaster crashed to the
floor recently after a water leak
caused a cave-in.

‘‘Water is seeping in all over this

-school,”” Mr. Tomka said. “And my
letters to the school board authorities
aboul it go unanswered."

When Mrs. Clinton stood in the area
on the floor above the collapsed ceil-
ing, 1sabel Horwitz, a teacher, said
she and other teachers became con-
cerned. “We were all afraid she
would fall through,” she said.

Mr. Tomka said three students
were killed in drug-related violence in
the streets outside the school about
four years ago, and in November
1990, Antonio Otero, 23, the custodian,
was attacked inside the school by *
teen-agers who beat him with a bat,
dislocating his arm.

‘‘I'm glad everything went good for
Mrs. Clinton here, because the neigh-
borhood around here is terrible,”” Mr.
Otero said.
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THE TIMES POLL

A NEW DIRECTION

Redefining the Role?

Hillary Rodham Clinton has become a symbol for the changing role of women in
American society. More than half of Americans believe she will be more heavily
involved in presidential decisions than her predecessors, a Times Poll found. The
poll was taken before President Clinton this week named his wife as chairwoman
of the presidential Task Force on Health Reform:

CABINET CONNECTION

Do you expect Hillary Clinton to play
amoreimportantrole in national
affairs than previous first ladies?

More importantrole ............ 51%

Less importantrole ............. 4

About thesame ................ 40

Don'tknow ..................... 5

HER VALUES

Does she represent the values that

you find important?

Yes, gr. ¥v. ¥ ¥y e sy e 50%

NOw, 0ot 8 =t e et [ 26

Don'tknow .................... 24
PAST COMPARISONS

Do you think she will be a better role
model for women than past first

ladies?

Will be a better role model ..... 41%
Will not be a better role model . 41
Dontknow .................... 18

Do you think the new First Lady
should sit in on the President'’s
Cabinet meetings?

Shouldsitin................... 24%
Shouldinot*;.ri. srereteir.: - - Wereper: 68
Don'tknow .............coont. 8

HER INFLUENCE

Is her influence on her husband a
good thing for the country?

Good 3. 3. 8. . weni e, yyasydy . 39%
Bad,_.: .. gm B e 13
Haslittleeffect ................ 40
Don'tknow ..................... 8

OVERALL IMPRESSION

What is your impression of Hillary
Clinton?

Favorable ............... San s . 58%
Unfavorable ................... 19
Don'tknow .................... 23

Sourta: Los Angeies Times Poll of 1,733 aduls ngtiomeds, Jan. 14-17. Marpn of error is plus or Menus 3 proernage
pants.

ed in children’s issues. In 1973, she joined
the staff of the Children's Defense Fund
in Washington and later served as a
board member and chairwoman. When
Bill Clinton was elected governor of Ar-
kansas in 1978, she founded the Arkansas
Advocates for Children and Families.

Mrs. Clinton said she decided to visit
P.S. 115 to see the work of Maria Alvarez,
a vice president of the Chase Manhattan
Bank and a fellow Hine Prize winner,
who had established the highly success-
ful tutoring program.

tease in the glare of television

lights, Mrs. Clinton sat down at low
tables with the students on the third
floor, helping them with multiplication
flash cards and reading exercises.

“I'm being reminded of a lot of things,"”
she told one group of pupils. A few min-
utes later, as people waved from fire es-
capes across the street, she addressed

students massed at outdoor ceremonies in
the school’s courtyard.

“I know it is cold and I want all of you
to get back inside where it's warm. How
many of you saw my husband, President
Clinton, when he was sworn in to be
President?” she asked. ““Did you see him
on television?"

The pupils raised their hands and
cheered.

“Well, one of the things that he said
was all of us are going to have to work
harder to be better citizens and better
Americans. . . . All of the students here,
each of you, will have to work to learn as
much as you can learn. I just met some
students, and I know that you can learna
lot. So thank you for letting me come.”

As she spoke, George Tomka, the prin-
cipal, proudly stood listening.

“It’s a big ray of hope,” he said. “It
shows that we are being noticed.”




public appearance as First
Lady, helped tutor New York
youngsters in math yesterday
at Washington Heights elemen-
tary school.

Some students at PS 115 were
impressed. Some weren't

“She helped me with my math,”
beamed 7-year-old Tanya Perry.
“She said my homework was nice.
She's nice. I'm happy.”

“She's tall. She's pretty. She's
wonderful. And I thi she's
powerful,” sald Ysleny Reyes, 8

Jenny Nupez, 11, said she ad-
mired Mm Clinton, but didn't

want to follow in her oo

“I don't want to be a first
lady,” she said. “Too much trou-
ble. Too much work."

Mrs. Clinton flew here on a
commerclal flight to visit PS
115 on West 17Tth Street and to
accept ‘a Lewis Hine Award
from the National Child Labor
Committee for distinguished
service to children and youth.

She headed straight for the
school, joining bank executive and
fellow award recipient Maria Alva-
rez in helping 4th and 5th graders
with their math as part of a one-on-
one volunteer tutoring program
tun by New York Carea. ' °°
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Now York Post: Don Brinzac
TUTOR FOR A DAY: Hillary Clinton helped Washington Heights kids with math yesterday.

Hillary goes fo head of the class

By KIERAN CROWLEY
Hillary Clinton, in her first

Mrs. Clinton sat next to Tanya
Perry, 7, to go over her ums.

“Iet's do it together,” said the
First Lady, leaning over Tanya,
who counted on her fingers and
wrote down her answera.

“Good girl,” sald the visitor.

“My father and mother used to
quiz us on the multiplication
tables,” she said. “My father
would get up in the morning and
quiz us. I would say, ‘Why do I
have to do this now? "

The First Lady also called out
the numbers for a round of mul-
tiplication table bingo, which
Tanya's brother, Mark Patter-
601, 8y WOy | 555 ¢ ;.. rrod

ieskma sy 2 av v hd . Fioe







!- -l

W
w)
[

ary Chﬂton
,gam securely
in high profile

By Sally Jacobs
CLOBE GTAFF

For months, Hillary Clinton has
been a most pliant political wife. She
has stood quietly at her husband's side,
face tited toward his. She has served &
compelling complement, trimly dressed
and cunningly coiffed.

But now Hillary Rodham Clinton is
back.

First, her maiden nume cropped up
in between Hillary and Clinton shortly
after the inauguration. Then came the
announcement that she would be the
first First Lady to oecupy a West Wing
office, in addition to the traditional
East Wing offices to which her prede-
cessors have been aasigned. And now
her hairband i# back, too.

Afer being shelved for the final
weeks of the Clinton campaign, the vel-
vet are of control ia back on Hillary
Clinton's head. Ard to image-savvy ob-
servers yesterday sasessing her ap-
point =t to & new national health care
wsk e, its significance was vividly
clear.

“I think her hairband is indicative
of her ssying, perhaps unconsciously,
that she i8 back, she i8 going to be her-
self and it's a new era,” said Patricia

_Ireland, president of the Natlonal Or-

ganizstion for Women. “For a busy
woman with lots of responsibility the
temptation is always to throw a head-

Prand e, peritges sEnifven et she
Has a lot on ber ming hesides iy
her hair bvaks and that's ot o
all.”

In o culmination of the Soteso-
subtle fimuire cronges, Hillary Gl
i on Nordhine wais appaisted Dy hee
Rusoand 1o Sead the highepne e
Prenident’s Task Forer o Notte al
Healtiv Retorm, ity Clinton
crerly, not enl e hdas Ll
SHAPINE peeIliod Sildine a0 el b
p:'r(h.‘t".'s-u)'- DNE s Dl
e oo FH'.-'. tan! Ithe no alina bee.
LaCL #oMe mtise whetRrer e vopy -
S might e ehianred Seosonact by
lige Tt Pavtner™ ap o Fis
Spotize” 1o reileet Ber g s’
fioh)

“Before the clection she Laid b
~1 s Rl Geoiiise unn LN M
AR eledtorate” sad Lot
“R!(h'i(h‘.’“. erief of ~a A0 e .:iu'-,_.('
une Kennedy Onassis arel now <y
r!ic;lted' calmrst “But von T rha

ers SO YL o Mghe oul there at e
GIeinp s e i, Land G v b
Vol el and Gike over this vepy e
ety Jan, Theve'i e citicin. o
vventasly nrome will cevept it
(‘rijeism thore wis,
Sone predition? an<envers and -

PYRI :\'}'-rc'.-~~ull conters vesterday
Hhelst pnll ol mmn Heions ar N"()~
ot W appoininent. maiy At
mehers of the conumitiee mi ;_I( he
Felactiet o critieoe herdeas ta ey
mishan, The task farce s o pre
pare legisition for revamping the
matiogt's gumpies heaith cire system
Wi A0 present its proposal ta Cone
wress within 100 deyvs, Other mem-
hers of the commission include many
membiors of the Cabinet and seniny
Wirte house stalf.

Hoa dues a seeretary of nealth
vt B serviees o g hadget e
pevtos Wl g presicdent that s wate's
wici 1o holf-baked ™™ asked Gavy
Bauer, a0 demestic policy wlviser ans
dey Ronedd Ruagan.

Consiizants and obseraers lse
expreciud tegative seietion from e
putic, whick az nat looked wiansh
e presidenttal wives invelved
pokey i the past, They diso abjecte..
that dawver Hitdary Clinton has iistle
experience in the tield of kealth care.
noting that the absense of euch a
track record makes her posting un-
ccessarily palitically visico.

“She has the toughest palitical
assipument posaible,” #aid Richard
Withlin, a Republican pollster in
Viegina, “No way she cun hundle
that position without a slip-up or
twor, sind when she slips ap ihe con.

sequences wiid he five Umes as Ladd
s 17 <hie took w lesser vole. You eould
put the best and hiighteat in that po-
«<ition and they would have diffical-
iy,

Rut many others wpplauded the
appeiniment. weleoming e applica.
e o0t hedent energetic mind o
the patios's Wwiwrinthe healih care
sosteny Ui s the wmind ol e
president’s wifos they safd, seemoea
s Wked s o ensare thut the com-
sty Wanddh et priarty artetiog
tron i Ovygd e,

Pl be al) winds of com-
Piente dieml at heing the presdoent’s
wifi ol el out all that <l abeos
b vt e st aned ner oftiee is i
S gl g anhody etk rares”
sl Davad Ganth, the Now Yarn me
Ay eoBscitant *She's snart, <Jhe'
gt o NIeA Lo her, wad B ebe can
Boeulih reform care throngn she can
have a stoo! i the Oval Ortlee ™

Severdd experts in the healti
e e odan petand the dianagine.

s, v Wt Hiilges (o'
ApCrienae ait s Ben s on
peneation selormoin Arkanses nodad
we'l o haealth care reform,

AnC womenr's advocales pnrected
the appaiittmeni ds a welenite sign
st the Fiest Lady rad anarndaned
ihe refatively iow protile ske adopted
v the face of Republican c¢riticism

~uring the campaym, and would be
wking an actvist role.

“This is an absolute!s fabulois
mnige {or women in generas’” saud
Boston lawver Nancy Gelrtrer,' 4
friend of Hillary Clinton's. “What 'iz
happening now is people are getting
12t} 1 seeing her as an extremely
alented commpetent woman ang -
erstanc that the Clintons' marriage
> a npartnership, These are not
Sy o pollow geatures.” ;

Added NOW's [reianck: 1 nont
bk we're ceeing nearly as much
resistance o this a8 we might have k
decace ago. The fact is that mox
peeple are ir the paid work farce and.
wo've getting more Wsed to having
women 0 positions of power’ i

And far, far from the politics:
pewer corrider of the Northeas!
Hillgry Clinton's new imuge seemg
to be playving just ﬁne, f

“You xnow, the jgsue is not neq
hair ba.xd or where she putr m
cnair.” said Tim Witsman, Republ-
can chanrman of the Wichita Ciami-
her of Commerce. “The 1ssne i< what
she does with health care. T denit
xnow a lot aoout her, but she seemk
smut, snd she nak the presideat’
ear 5o I'moal! for it”

P Mol teenan the Asataciected
Do ot¥ia el 1 How prvianntie ut

s ot pont
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N yiirese \uLe. wiil DO ‘*What My Husband Asks Me To Do

NEW YORK (AP) \%y llary Rodham Clinton got a quick start Tuesday
on her job heading her husband’s health care task force, pursuing
support on Capitol Hill within hours of the appointment and seeking
advice from award-winning health care experts.

She also wowed New York school kids, one of whom declared she
was pretty ‘‘and I think she’s powerful.’’

Mrs. Clinton picked up a community service award on her first
trip outside Washington as first lady, and used the occasion to
question fellow winners whose projects involve health care for
children.

The Lewis Hine Award was for her service to children over the
years.

President Clinton appointed his wife, a former corporate lawyer,
to lead the task force on one of the most important issues of his
presidency, saying Monday that she was ‘‘a first lady of many
talents.’’

Asked what she planned to do in her new role, Mrs. Clinton said
Tuesday, ‘‘Do what my husband asks me to do.’’

Prodded for specifics, she said her job will be ‘‘to perform the
function that he outlined yesterday (and) to come up with by
working and coordinating with a lot of people his health care
proposal that he will present to Congress in May.’’

Although reluctant to talk publicly about her new role,
officials said Mrs. Clinton called several congressmen in the first
24 hours on the job. The conversations were general, part of an
initial effort ‘‘to reach out to people,’’ said an official
familiar with the situation.

The official believed some of the calls were made from New York.
Sen. Donald Riegle, D-Mich., said he got a phone call from Mrs.
Clinton late Monday.

While her husband was governor of Arkansas, Mrs. Clinton chaired
an Education Standards Committee that played a leading role in
pushing through school reforms. She also chaired a state panel on
rural health problems and was an active board member of the
Arkansas Children’s Hospital.

For her first trip since the inauguration, Mrs. Clinton chose to
forgo the usual government jet generally used by first ladies and
took a commercial flight to New York.

‘'She just wanted to fly commercial,’’ said her spokeswoman,
Lisa Caputo.

Her first stop was at Alexander Humboldt School also known as
P.S. 115 in a gritty immigrant neighborhood in Upper Manhattan.
Mrs. Clinton spent about 30 minutes helping bank executive Maria
Alvarez tutor fourth- and fifth-grade students.

Ms. Alvarez, a vice president at Chase Manhattan Bank, is a
member of ‘‘New York Cares,’’ a volunteer group. She also was a
Lewis Hine Award winner.

Mrs. Clinton said she met informally with four Hine health care
winners to ‘‘learn more about the programs, why they’ve been
singled out, get their advice about what they think will work.’’

Caputo said the one-hour conversation got very specific, with
talk about troublesome regulations and innovative policies. ‘‘It
put a lens on some of the most fundamental problems that exist in
the way health care is funded through their experiences as
physicians and leaders’’ in the health care field, Caputo said.

She declined to release the names of Mrs. Clinton’s guests, but
Hine winners with health care backgrounds are Colleen Lunsford
Bevis of Tampa, Fla.; Nan Songer of Liverpool, N.Y.; Dr. Geri Ann










... And Hillary Clinton’s Job

closely with her husband, both in govern-

ment and politics. He and she both wanted
it to be that way again in the White House. The
plan they've come up with—appointing Hillary
Clinton as head of a committee that will oversee
health care reform legislation—is straightfor-
ward and audacious. It will make the president’s
wife publicly accountable for the large imprint
she was going to make on public policy, whether
or not she officially took on another title besides
First Lady. It is hard to imagine a more difficult
assignment than health care. The precedent Mr.
Clinton invokes here is Hillary Clinton’s role in
helping to get education reform in Arkansas.
That reform turned out to be his greatest source
of pride during his tenure as governor. The
president clearly expects that his wife will do a
similar job this time around.

Hillary Clinton has been carrying a heavy
burden over the last year. Americans have spent
three decades or so in a free-form argument
about the roles of men and women, husbands and
wives, fathers and mothers. There's been a
considerable shift in opinion. When pressed, few
people (including few who call themselves con-
servative) want women to be forced back into the
roles that had been defined for them in the
1950s. But the country is still divided and uncer-
tain about many of the questions at stake.

Mrs. Clinton, as the quintessential transitional
figure, thus has found herself at the center of
many arguments that were not really about her
at all. The issue was sometimes muddied by her
husband’s own campaign, which wanted simulta-
neously to use her to appeal to feminist voters

HILLARY CLINTON has always worked

——— - -

and to reassure the tradition-minded that she was
really much more old-fashioned than supposed.
But the truth is that she has always been more
than a one-dimensional figure, that she does
represent, in her outlook on life, her interests
and activities, vast numbers of women who can-
not be pigeonholed as homemakers vs. working
women. She gsFirst Lady, with all the duties that
go with that role. She also now has a big policy
job within the administration. She should be
judged by how well she does each—not by
whether she should be performing either set of
duties or what is fitting for her to do and so on.

And judged she will be, For starters there are
bound to be some difficulties inherent in Mrs.
Clinton’s West Wing role. This is a built-in risk of
those who have spouses working for them along
with others. Will members of Congress master
the art of mixing respect for the First Lady with
candor about the matter at hand? Will it be
possible for other aides and subordinates of the
president to stand up to his wife, or even to
challenge her work to him, if they think they
should (and as they would with any other person
in her job)? With luck it won’t come to that, but it
is a hazard both Clintons should be mindful of. In
fact, we suspect the president’s aides would
always be able to get any discontent across to
him through the wonders of a free press and its
obligation to protect sources. More important is
that having taken line responsibility, Mrs. Clinton
will have to accept the costs of being involved in
controversies that revolve not around her “role,”
but around the public issues at stake. We don’t
think she’ll have:a'problem with that at all.
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