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HADASSAH SO WEST 58 STREET TELEPHONE FOUNDED BY
THE WOMEN'S NEW YORK CITY 212.355.7900 HENRIETTA SZOLD
ZIONIST NEW YORK FAX IN1912

ORGANIZATION 10019 212.303.8282
OF AMERICA, INC.

November 14, 1995

First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton
The White House
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mrs. Clinton:

Although it has been over a month since we returned from the once-in-a-lifetime trip to Beijing
for the United Nations Fourth World Conference on Women, the memories remain in my daily
thoughts.

On behalf of Hadassah’s delegation, and our 385,000 members in the United States, I want to
convey my deepest respects for the important role you played in the Conference. Not only did
you bring a kind of exposure to this event that prior women’s conferences did not receive, but
’ your stirring words provided inspiration to millions of women around the world.

| Hadassah looks forward to assisting the United States government in honoring the important
' commitments made at the Conference, to properly ensure that “Women’s rights are human rights
i and human rights are women’s rights.”

With admiration,

Marlene Edith Post
National President
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The Dalaz Lama S M ission

their temporal as well as spiritual leader, is
in Washington on a difficult mission. This
shrewd and pious Buddhist monk is trying to
crank up the American government to put Chi-
na's treatment of Tibet higher on the list of
American priorities. His. contention is that this
time of leadership succession in Beijing, and of
tension between Washington and Beijing, is a
good txme for the United States to take a “firm
and principled” position on Tibet. _
It.isa good time, It always is. But it is a tricky
time. Since the United States “normalized” its
relations *with China two decades ago, it has
accepted Tibet as a part of China and treated the
Dalai [ama mainly as a religious and cultural
figure. On occasion, Congress has described Ti-
bet as an occupied country whose legitimate
representatives are the Dalai Lama and. the
Tibetan government in exile. Officially, however,

T HE DALAI LAMA of Tibet, to his people

successive presidents ask for Tibet cultural and

religious autonomy and respect for human rights

and free speech. It is a demanding agenda, and

China is far from fulfilling it, but it does not

include the self-determination—which is short of

gependenoe—that Tibetans ask for them-
ves.

)

*®

SIGNIFICANT number of AIDS patients
run out of money during the course of .
their treatment but have unreachable as-
sets in the form of life insurance policies that will
pay out only after their deaths. In recent years
some insurers have agreed to pay these benefits
early, at a discounted rate, to policyholders who
have a terminal illness. In cases where an insurer
does not allow pre-death payment, organizations
lled viaticum companies will often buy the
policy, again at a discount, so that the patient can
have access to the insurance proceeds. This is a
sensible arrangement that makes a great differ-
giice in the lives and living conditions of the
termmally il !

* In May, the Whitman-Walker Clinic, which is
the largest provider of services to AIDS patients
in this area, signed an agreement with Life
Entltlements, a New York company that buys life .
msurance policies in these circumstances. In
.exchange for the use of Whitman-Walker's name
in‘ads and brochures, the company has promised
to donate 3 percent of the face value of all the
policies it purchases within 100 miles of Wash-
ington.' It’s a good deal, because Whitman-Walk-
er—another victim of the District’s failure to pay

From China’s crushing of the Tibetan rebellion
of 1959, its policy has been regarded as a

world-class political crime. The Dalai Lama, now '

60, has lived in exile in India since that day.
Tibet's geographical and cultural isolation, how-
ever, has tended to keep it in the second tier of
international concern. This is what makes it hard

for the United States, especially at this moment |

of major collision with China on other issues, to
break with diplomatic practice and, directly, to
take up Tibet’s political cause.

The Dalai Lama believes that in the short run
things don’t look good for Tibet but in the long
run they look better. He finds hope in the
tenacity and spirituality of his long-suifenng
people and in the example of communism’s col-
lapse in the former Soviet empire. He is certainly
right in thinking the process will move more
quickly and—something of great import to one
who does not believe in violence—more peaceful-
ly if other countries use their influence to help it
along. There is much that public officials in the
United States can do—President Clinton could
still receive the Dalai Lama, for instance—to
keep Tibet’s ordeal and Chma s responsibility for
it before the warld. -

Whitman_- Walker Finds Funds

contractors on time—is in desperate need of
funds to carry on its good work.

Some questions have been raised about this
arrangement, and this is understandable, since few
people are as vulnerahle as the terminally ill and
every caution must be taken to pratect them from
fraud, conflict of interest or other rip-offs. But
Whitman-Walker has not endorsed this company or
any other and will continue ‘its practice of adv:sxng
clients en all sources of funds and encouraging

‘them to compare benefits and drawbacks.

Further, because there were a few question-
able practices in this new industry when it arose,
states have begun to regulate the companies.
New York, the home of Life Entitlements, re-
quires licensing by the Insurance Department, a
procedure that involves financial disclosures, in-
vestigations of corporate officers and even fin-
gerprinting of applicants. This company has a
New York license and is continuously regulated
by that state, On its face, therefore, the arrange-
ment made by Whitman-Walker appears to be
beneficial to the clinic and protective of its
clients. In these days of unprecedented budget
shortfalls in the nonprofit sector, new sources of

funding -that do not harn, and probably benefit,

the community served are especiall_y w_elcome.

|
|
|




be Alaska regional director for the National Marine Fisheries
Service, said the halibut ecason has been extended by several
months under the new system, and that prices ﬁnbamm
given by processors have becn stable.
But opponents of quotas say they are unfairly sllotted. They

. also say the system does not, in fact, conscrve fish because, by

removing the pressures of s shont fishing season, fishermen can
sort through their catch and throw back emaller oncs, which
ofien die.

(Optional add end)

Some fishermen want Congress to ban quots systems, while
others are pushing for a moratorium on quotas until existing
systems can be u:uhed.

National Marine Fishery Service officials all say quota.
systems would not work in all fisheries. Congress is expected
o vote on the Magnuson Act renewal this month.

3

Feds Eye New Formula for Azsessing
Environmental Damages By Marla Cone= (c)
1995, Los Angeles Times=

A thousand or 30 sea birds die a alow death. Miles of
popular beachas are closed to surfers and swimmers for weeks.
Tiny shimmering grunion are killed en masse as they spawn.

This oil-slicked wastcland was long ago cleaned up, but the
aficrmath of the 1990 Huntington Beach, Calif., spill as well
as the Exxon Valdez disaster in Alaska and other oil mishape
from Santa Barbara, Calif., to New Jersey still resonstes as
officials mold a new policy guiding how the American people
will be compensated for oil spills.

How should oil companies make amends for inflicting such
intangible pain as a missed morning of ®uf-or the death of a
sea otter?

Federl officials have wrestled with formulating a fair
compensation policy since 1990, and the latest twist comes in
a controversial Clinton administration proposal. The Natiogal
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, which is secking
comments on its proposal at s San Francisco public meeting
Wedneeday and Thursday, faces a court-ordered Dec. 31
deadline to adopt a final rule.

) Because of concerns voiced largely by the oil mdunry the
administration hes scrapped its original policy that put a price
1ag on each animal, acre of wetland or day of recreation.

Under the earlier strategy, the government performed someo
unusual calculations based on public opinion polls: What is a
day of swimming in the ocean or walking on the beach worth?
What would people pay to save an otter or a pelican from
dying in an oil slick?

. The new damage assessment formula has a far dxﬂ'ctent
thrust: Don't affix a value, just fix it. s

For instance, if 20,000 beschgoers were tumed away, the oil

company responsible for the spill would boost access by that

- same number of people, perhaps by building a parking lot or

walkway or widening a beach. If 10 sea otters died, the
company would restore kelp or take some other step to
incressc surviving otiers by 10.

**This approach is so vastly different from the way we've'
done it before,” said Linda Burlington, chief of NOAA's
damage assessment team.

Federal economists and attorneys say the public would be
more equilably and expeditiously compensated. And the oil
industty generally prefers the new technique as a less arbitrary
way to pay the American people what they are due.

But environmentslists and some California oil spill experts
worry that it may lower damage settlements and insufficiently
reimburse the public. They also say that the policy scems so
rigid it could limit options for replacing the losses and bog
down already lengthy legal battles.

(Optional add end)

Millions of dollars in damage asacszmant settlements s
record $1 billion in the case of the Exxon Valdez are at
stake in a major spill )

The philosophy behind the policies is that companies
respongible for a spill shouldn' just clean up the mess
and psy emargency respanse bills. They also are lisble for
injury to wildlife and temporary loss of recreation when
beaches and marinas are shut down

Under the new strategy, state and fodera) agencies acting as
trustees wornldumwilhlbeoileomplnylomumthe
losses, end then seek damages to provide services or resources
of ““the same type and quality” as thoae injured.

Only if no direct replacament is available can the
trustees try to scek a comparable solution.

First Lady Galvanizes UN. Forum on Women
By Maggle Farley= (c) 1995, Los Angeles Times=

BEUING First lady Hillary Rodham Clinton answered
ctiticizm of her trip 10 the U.N. Fourth World Conference on
Women here with a rousing spoech Tuesday that indirectly
sondemned China's population contro! policies while
emphasizing the imponance of (amily.

Appearing before 1,500 delegates from around the world
despite objections from both human rights advoaates who
wged a boyoott because of China's coervive birth control
meanumes, among other ismues and American conscrvatives
who called the UN. meeting radical and anti-family, Mrs.

conference,” lhedoeluod, **let it be that human rights are
women's rights. And women's rights are human i

I her wooond-public sddfess here  she spoke earlier at a
forum oo women's beslth Mr3. Clinton listed crimes against
wamen that have not been considered buman rights violations
bocause of prniisient cultural legacies, from bride burning and
genital mutilation to wartime rape and female infanticide.

Although the first lady did not mention China or any other
country by name, ber referonces to China's strictly enforced
one<child policy were clear as she again sounded themes she
had raised at the women's bealth forum.

"It is a violation of buman rights when women are denied
the right to plan their own families, and that includes being
forced to have abortions or being sterilized againat their will,"” -
ahe said to applause.

She did, bowever, name Chins directly in ber criticism of
the treatment of participants in both the U.N.-sponsored
meeting and the gathering of 23,000 members of
pon-governmental organizations tied to it.

*1t is indefensible that many women in non-governmental
organizations who wished to participate in this conference have
Dot been able to attend or have been prohibited from fully
taking part,” she said, speaking slowly and forcefully to the
initernational audience.

Her blunt remarks surprised some observers, who expected
her to take a low-key stance in a time of precarious U.S.-China
relations. )

**1 thought she would have to take a more politically correct
position, since she is a politician,” said Phuntsok Dolma, an
exiled Tibetan living in Massachusetts who has been a target
of police surveillance and intimidation while at the conference.
*'But what she said was very courageous, and meant a lot to
our people.”

Human Rights Watch/Asia, one of the groups that had urged
Mrs. Clinton to siay away from Beijing, applauded her
**‘powerful defense of human rights® but expressed reservations
about their effect. .
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By CaroL Hvuowrrz
Staff Reporier of Tk Waid. STREXT JuunnaL
Kamala Lamichhane knows nothing
ubont “dressing for success, has never
atlended a business seminar and can’t
~write much beyond her name.: Yet the
encrgellc 26-year-old fiom Nagarkot, Ne:
pal, Is discovering her talents as an entre

preneur. ‘
With " help from the Uhiled Natlons.

Development Program, which encourages *

women In developing nations lo launch
small businesses, Ms. Lamichhane - re-
cently opened a reslaurant in Nagarkot, a

moiintainous tourist-town an hour's drive .

cast of Kalmundu. Catering to a steady
flow of customers on a sleep hlliside that
olfers panoramic views of the Himalayas,
she carns about $40 to $60 a month to
supplement her family's farm income.
"rarming Is ordinary, but now I have
something to grow,” says Ms. Lamlch-

hane, who grins broadly as she shows off-'

her kitchen fllied with the scent of curry
and other spices.

Her tale, If not typical, Is becoming
more common-In Nepal and olher develop-
Ing natlons, where he poorest of women
are discovering that entrepreneurship can
provide a measur¢ of economic and per-
sonal aulonomy. Big developmenl agen-
cles and banks Increasingly are funding
women-led small buslinesses and farming
projects because they reallze that women

are the mainstays of local economies—and
the fool soldlers In the fight against pov-,

erty.
The economic stalus of women every-
where is at the lop of the agenda at the

Unlted Nations Fourth World Conferenca

on Women in Beljing this week. Women
work longer hours than men in nearly

every country but much of thelr work -

remains "unpnld unrecogn|ud and un-
dervalued,” notes the U.N.‘s Human De-
velopment Report. Since 1970, women's
parilcipation in the pald labor force has
risen by just four perccnlage points to
103. What's more, while ore than 300

mllllon low-income women run microbu-
sinessés. only about five million have
access to credil from sources other than
moncy lenders:

Bul while the conference will highlight
the feminlzatlon of poverty — some 70% of
the world’s 1.3 billion poor people are
women 4 it will also celebrate women's
economic contribution, especlally In the-
developing world. In rural sub-Saharan
Africa, women head hall the households.
In Kenya, women work an average 56
hours a weck, compared with 42 hours for
men. And women are mare likely to use

. thefr camings to improve the heallh and

educallon of the riext gencration. ““Their
work has lnng-terin benclits because they

use the Iincome they éam to feed their .

children and send them lo school,"” says
Catherine Gwin of the Overseas Develop
ment Council.

In the poor, Isolated country of Nepal,
the burden of women's lives Is visible
everywhere.. Nepal -Is one of just three
countries In the world, along with Bangla-
desh and Bhutan, where the average life

. ‘expectancyof women — currently 54 years

In Nepal' — Is lower than that of men.
Women face espccially high mortality
risks during chlldblrth, because of limited
access lo health facilities.

Malnutrition and lack of safe drinking _
waler compound the problems. Some 85%
of Nepalese women are ancmic. - often,

lhey feed their husbands and children
first, saving little food for themselves—

- while their working day Is typlcally ardu-. -
ous. Many women spend several hours :

eachday carrying water and {irewood long
distanees over steep. muddy roads.

Moreaver, Nepalese womnen slill lack

basic lega! rights. They can own property
only ¥f they remain unmarried and their
father dies. Securing a conventional bank
foan Is all but impessible.

In Nepal, “women are seen as repro-
ducers, not producers,” says Carroll Long,
head of the UNDP in that country. “‘But
with a llttle help, some have become very
talented small-business owners."*

Harimaya Khatri-Chelri was one of the
first In Nagarkot to sign up for 8 UNDP-{|-
nanced program that teaches business

. skills lo women in tourist areas. Over a

two-week period, she learned how to keep
records and do basic accounting. And she
became confldent enough tq envision her-
self as a business owner. With a small loan
from the Women Entrepreneurs Assocla-
tion of Nepal, she started a poultry-rearing
operation.

She nets about $20 a month from 200
chickens — almostas much as her unem-,
ployed husband gels from an army pen-
slon. Unlike her spouse, Ms. Khatrl-Chetrl
uses her earnings to send three of her five
children (o school. And she hopes (o save
enough money toopena grocery store that
wlil Include a refrigerator, a luxury in a
town where few homes have eleciricity.

Her neighbor Ms. Lamichhane has
gained a new sense of personal (reedom
since she launched her restaurant. Mar-
ried at 14 to a man she says didn’t want
her. she dutltully followed her mother-in-
law's orders — tending the family farm,
doing domestic chores and raising two
sons mostly on her own. Her husband
worked as a cook In Dubal, United Arab
Emirates, and for six years she saw him

Please Turn lo Page B2, Column 6
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Poor Women Make
Progress by Starting
Their Own Businesses

Continued From Page Bi
only on his brlef, biannual visils home.
She was encouraged {o join the busi-
ness tralning program last year because a

~ score of other local women were participat-

Ing. Moreaver, her husband had been
seriously Injured In an automoblle acci-
dent, leaving her the primary breadwin-
ner.

Aller jong days spent nursing her hus-
band In the hospital, Ms. Lamichhane
rushed home each night to altend the

. training sesslons. She used family savings

and a loan from the Women Entrepreneurs
Assoclatlon 10 ogen her - Corner Coffee
Shop, which seats about 20 customers.

"The business has Increased her work-
load. She rises at4 a.m. now to work in the
ficlds before opening the restaurant. And
she has few people lo whom she can turm
for support. *‘Other women are sometimes
jealous™ of her new venlure, she says.

But for the first time in her married life,
she has won some equality with her hus-
band, who does much of the reslaurant’s
cooking. She manages the money, gives
him instructions and even asks him for
household help.

‘‘He has no way out now," she says. “If
I'm really hard pressed, he'll see that the
children are fed. He respecls me now."
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After 7 Weeks, Detroit Newspaper"‘S_trike Takes a Violent Turn

By JAMES BENNET

DETROIT, Sept. 5 — With bar-
gaining stalled, the seven-week
standoff here between two newspa-
pers and their striking unions has
erupted into violence, as police bat-
“tied pickets who were illegally block-
ading a printing plant late Sa(urday
and again late Monday.

In Monday night's melee, police
officers in riot gear fired pepper
spray at pickets who pelted them
with auto parts and swatted them
with their signs. The demonstrators,
on strike against The Detroit News

and The Detroit Free Press, dis-
persed about 2. A.M. today, permit-
ting replacement workers to enter
and leave the plant.

Eight pickets were arrested in the
demonstration that began late Satur-
day and spilled into Sunday. Twenty-

- three were arrested Monday night

and today. All were charged with
unlawful assembly, inciting to riot,
disorderly conduct or resisting ar-
rest.’

About 2500 journalists, printers,
truck drivers, maintenance workers,
and others, represented by six differ-
ent unions, struck the newspapers on

.Iuly 13. The business operallons of

the two newspapers are run under a
joint venture, and since the strike
began they have published a com-
bined edition.

There is no sign of headway in the
talks, Negotiators for one of the
striking unions, the - Newspaper
Gulld, met today with representa-
tives of The Free Press but reported
noprogress. The Guild Is battling an -
attempt by management to impose a
merit ralse system and to limit over-
time, while the other unions are
fighting over job security, control of
the workplate and other issues.

The Free Press said last week that
It would start permanently replacing

Guild members whodid not return to
work by today. *Our offer to bring
everybody back is not possible any-
more,' said Heath .J. Meriwether,
the executive editor of The Free
Press.

The 124 Guild members whﬂ had
crossed the picket lines at The Free.
Press before. the ultimatum were
joined by only one other by today.
But he was a significant one: Mitch
Albom, a sporls columnist who Is
probably “the newspaper'S best
known and’most popular writer.

Mr. Albom began his column
about the strike today with one
word: *“Enough.’” He wrote that he

would remalna member of the Guild
and *'give much of what i earn to the
people still on strike.”

But, Mr. Albom said in an inter-
view, "Newspapers are fire statlons,

“they are police stations, and they

should not be shut down."" -

‘agreement thal would return strik-

". ers to work during negotla(lons sald

That he thought both sides in ‘the
dispute were wrong and that he did
not want to be seen as supporting
either. "I didn't want to be waved as
a flag," he said.

The demonstration late Saturday
and early Sunday, by about 3,000
strikers and thelr supporters, was
planned by the unions. But Monday
night's more violent disruption was
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not, the unions said.
*You're dealing with forces that
are very hard to control,'’ said John

.Lippert, a striking Free Press labor

reporter. ‘‘You’ve got people who
are really on the brink of economic

. ruin.*
‘. Mr. Albom, who tried to broker an

Monday night and early this morn-
ing, about 300 demonstrators tried to
block the gates of the plant, in Ster-
ling Heights just north of here. When
50 to 60 police officers, carrying
shields, marched forward to clear a
path, the pickets pushed them back.

Chief Thomas Derocha of the Ster-
ling Heights Police Department said
demonstrators began throwing half-

pound pieces of steel used to make <

automobile steering columns, appar-
ently stolen from a nearby plant.

Al7

By DEIRDRE CARMODY

In the news buslneés, there s still
nothing that beats scooping the com-
petition — particularly when it in-
volves big time rivals.

this week with its cover story on the
memoirs of. Gen. Colin L. Powell.
Time had bought exclusive rights

book, by outbidding Newsweek and
U.S. News & World Report last year.
Time planned to publish a 7,500-word
cover story next week, coinclding
with the Sept. 15 puhlicallon date of

Newsweek did just that to Time

from Random House fo excerpt the’

General Powell’s book, "My Amerl-
can Journey." = .

"“This is part of the game,"* chuck-
led Mortimer B. Zuckerman, chair-
man and editor in chief of U.S. News,
about Newsweek getting there flrst.
“It's legitimate.”

These were not exactly the feel-
Ings expressed by Random House
and at Time. ‘‘Newsweek having

failed in the auction simply stole a
copy,”’ fumed Harold Evans, execu-
tive vice president and publisher of
the Random House Adult-trade Divl-
slon. *“They have just about broken
every journalistic, ethic you can
think of."* -

-
e

But Mr. Evans was quick to point
out that while Newswéek may have °
squeezed some of the juiclest news

out of the book ~— for instance when -,

General Powell reports that Presl-
dent George Bush wanted to name
him Director of Intelligence and
President Clinton sounded him out
about being Secretary of State — it
misses the fiavor of the General's
own words in describing his life.

*What Newsweek has done is like
Just coming out with the plot of Ma-
dame Bovary," Mr. Evans said.

At Time, spokesman -Rotlett Pon-
disclo said, ““The only péople who

News week Basks After Scoop Over Time on the Powell Memozrs

opsls are people who read Cliff Notes
instead of actual literature.”
. In its coverage*Newsweek was
. careful not to quote from the book, to
avoid raising copyright questions.
Instead, it ran analyses of the book
by its chlef political correspondent,
Howard Fineman, and Its' national
security correspondent, John Barry.
The Assoclated Press picked up the
Newsweek articles and as a result it
has run in many newspapers.

No one is claiming that Newsweek
actually broke any contracts or
copyright laws, although Mr. Evans
said his lawyers would look into thls,

-will besausﬂed by Newsweek's 3y In late"1993; the three news maga-

"%

3

zines were told about the book, which
had not yet been written, and given
the opportunity to submit bids for
excerpt rights. People in the indus-
try said no one was asked to sign
confldentiality agreements.
Although Random House and
Time declined to gjve figures, indus-
try sources estimated that Time
paid $300,000 for the rights. It was
not clear whether this Included the
price of taking out ads for the book in
Time arid the company’s other publl-
cations, a common practice in these
kinds of contracts, which often have
added benefits for both parties. For
instanée, Time is throwing a book

party Tuesday in Washington for
Gen. Powell and plans to Invl(e some .

big adverﬂsers e B

Mr. Pondiscio sald Time was still
planning to run the excerpts next
week (dated Sept. 18) and that other
news would dictate whether the
Powell story made the cover.

Mr. Pondisclo also said Random
House was responsible for security
so that "it's possible that this does

change Time's financial obllgatlon'—' -

to Random House.

Maynard Parker.. editor of News—
week, declined to say how Newsweek
had acquired a copy of the book.

“We ran a news story about a
newsworthy individual and reported
facts and ideas that I think were
important to our readers,” he said.
““We-managed to. find a copy of the
book, so we went -ahead with lhe

story." -

Lt e b S G LT
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Readers campaign for Clinton’ s column which will stay

\ suggestion
hat the

irst lady’s
ypinions be
lropped by
he paper
hows she
was a big,
oyal, vocal
ollowing

aybe it was the call from

Betty Ragsdale, my ninth- - p

grade English teacher. ' -
Or maybe it was the call .
from the woman who did not leave her
name but did leave a blunt message
about my shoncomlngs. hxtel.lectual
and otherwise.

In any case,  am persuaded thatHl_ll
ary Rodham Clinton’s column has a
substantial, loyal and vocal following.’

Last week I suggested that The Ore-
gonian drop Clinton’s column; and I

asked for reader reaction to the sugges- &

tion: The responsa—looumed 134 tel-

with the Clintons..

- I'still think that.
But in the long
run, readers will

i . make theirown
. judgments about

* it based on what

" they read in the
newspaper.

In any case, I
am content to
point out that The
Oregonian does - -~
: not plan to drop
it and to offer the last word here on the

ephone calls and 75 letters, postcards; , _, subject to those who responded to my

faxes and electronic-mail memos.— per-
suaded me of a couple of other things, -
too. .
One is that theré& can be real value in
allowing people in leadership positions. |
to speak directly to citizens, without
the filters that reporters and editors
customarily apply.

The other is that it is pever a good
idea to sell people short. The heart of
my objection to the Clinton column, I
suppose, is a concern that running it
makes the newspaper seem too cozy

- request for reactions. The responses
* were about 9-to-1 in favor of keeplng
Clinton’s column.

Here are some excerpts:
lKamlun Laskowski, Porfland: “I
:-found the topics of Mrs. Clinton’s col-
umns to be relevant and interesting.

2 Her concérns for children, families and

.women are universal and certainly bi-
- partisan, It was wonderful to see some
recoimiuou in your paper of the 75th
anniversary of women’s suffrage. ... -

Please keep Mrs. Cllnton s column in
The Oregonian. . . . It offers me one
more reason to read: your paper. bring:
ing ihe total to two.” - *:.

W Dsvid Wardell, Péitiand *Your sug-
gestion that the first lady’s column be
discontinued is pne that I very much -

.disagree with. Silencing voices; espe- |

cially those of thoughtful and mtemt-
ing citizens . ... rms the risk of under-
mining the fabric of our democracy. I
am frequently disgusted with some of-
the notions exprgssed by columnists.

. Nevertheless, I would rush to their
support if your pewsnaper attempted to
gilence them by denying them the op-
portunny to share their ideas wlth the
public.” s
EMarian le. Bmumelc “I very
much—appmciatﬂhat-‘l‘ha-Omgonian
carries Hillary Clinton’s column and
hope it continues todo so. All of theni
are engaging and interesﬁng mﬂing
That is reason enough.”

18 0awne Howard, Eugene: --1 do riot

phl;ﬂeau enough to cecognize elec-
tisneering’ when they read it,” B

" Charfotte A. m Mllt “It’s
practically impossible these to get
beyond the peopla Who are creating the *
{mage, to find out who our leaders real-
lyare. . .. Those we get to hear more
than sound bites of are few and far be-

. 'tween’’, .

a eolumn <)
- MDians E. Hal, Salee  “We s0 seldom

hear the voices and the thoughts of peo- -

. ple in the public which haven't been °
. dissemipated through the press or |
otherwise carefully edited. We are -

.- smart enough to make up our own
minds as to-whether or not we agree

with her.. .. What are you trying to do,
turn The Oregon!An lnto pure vanilla?”’

- mJohn Schi, Salem: “Your objection
;to Hillary Clinton’s weekly column . ..

sounds like the usual tired example of

male chauvinism. . . . Whether the first -.

-ladyis a Repubum or Democrat, her '.

care where in the paper it is printed. I- - -activities should bg of interest .. . be-

do care that you realiae that Ocregon-. .

'!amwbomdthepaperamusually-so-

i causa of her podﬁon nnd contmts wlth

..the world." ke

" osell .
. And if the Republicans were .
“in the White House? Sure. I'd like to see .

WAL, Van Deusen, Portband “Shois
sufficiently intelligent to ensure that .

‘the content of her.column will reflect

favorably upon herself...and gain !

 votes for her hughand. She bas plenty -

of other opportunities to publicize her-..
.. Please keep your dlstance ﬁ'om
the Clintons."

WBR Daity, Portiand: “Her views are ir:
relevant. .. . If (she were) not related to’

- the pmldent she would get no atten-

tion whatsoever w J

. MBI Britt, Beavevcreskc “If the current *

speaker of the House wanted to do a

. column something like the Clinton one,.

do you think The Oregonlan would pub-

© Eshit?”

Public edltor Bob Caldwell's column |

. -appears Sundays. If you have a com-,
plaint or comment about The Oregon- '~
. ian’s news coverage or commentary, you.

. may contact him by phone at 221-8221, by
mail at The Public Editor, The Oregon-
- lan, 1320 S. W. Brogdivay, Portland <
97201.‘ by fax at 2945010 or by mau al .

OreEditors@aol.com. . b




Women as Chattel: In China, Slavery Rises

By SETH FAISON A\

XIAN, China — In the shadow of

the ancient wall that still sur-
rounds this city, several hundred
people gather each day along a
muddy street to offer themselves
to employers at an unofficial labor
market.
. Many are young women from
the countryside, and for them the
market holds a special danger: it
may be the first stop on a journey
that begins with the promise of a
job, sees rape and violent beatings
along the way and ends in a life of
domestic slavery.

Countless women have been
kidnapped from this. market in
Xian; from similar markets in

other citles and from bus stops
and train stations in towns all
over China. Typically, a woman is
lured into the custody of one or
more criminal middlemen, beaten’
into submission and delivéred to a
stranger who will cali her his wife.

The Chinese calil it “'the abduct-
ing and selling of women." The *|
practice, mixing an age-old disre-
gard for the rights of women with
a modern passion for- profit,
seems to be rising at an alarming
rate, Chinese advocates of wom-
en’s rights and official Chinese
newspapers say.

The causes are magy: Young .
women are more and more eager

to venture outside the sa(ety_ol—a
home village; unmarried farmers
can increasingly afford the $250 to
$500 that it costs to buy them;
middlemen more easily roam
from city to country to conduct
thelr business.

At the Fourth World Conference
on Women, Chinese officials are
expected (o join a chorus of calls
for _for better protection of the rights

“of women. Yet when it comes to
the selling of women, the authori-
ties show a tragic indifference-to
what women's rights advocates
now consider the most pernicious
violation of human righls in their -
nation.

““This Is the most horrific prob-
lem facing women in China to-

Continued on Page Ai0, Column 3
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day,” said Wang Xingjuan, presi-
dent. of the Women's Research
Institute at the Chinese Academy of
Management Science in Beljing.
““We have to do more to stop it.”

Although statistics are incomplete
and many cases go unreported,
women's advocates say that at least
tens of thousands of women are now
sold into slavery in China each year.

Many escape, but -many more,
ashamed to return to their familles,
are believed to eventually accept
their predicament.

“1know it's dangerous, but I don’t

have any other choice,"” said Fu Li--

tong, 20, a ruddy-faced woman in a
dull, peach-colored dress who trav-
eled about 200 miles from her rural
village to come to the labor market
here. “I'm not going back to the
village. Life is too hard’there."”

Ms. Fu and several other women
standing around at the market one
recent afternoon said they had heard
about cases in which a woman was
approached at the market by a man
saying he would pay her well for an
office job, only to drive her away,
rape her and sell her.

“Every week you hear about an-

other one,” Ms. Fu said. “It’s un-
avoidabte. But I don’t think it will
happen to me."

The police have little incentive to
stop the trade, for when they are not
bribed to jook the other way, they
often meet resistance from local vii-
lagers who, intent on protecting a
neighbor, often argue that he has
paid a fair price for a woman and
thus has a right to own her.

Chinese newspaper reports on the
selling of women are generally lim-
fted to success stories in which the
police have rescued a woman and
caughit her abductors, cases that the
advocates say are statlistically rare.

In a notable exception, The Legal-
Dally reported a parttcularly'shock-
ing case and In telling it could only
conclude: ""Each attempt to fight the
crime of abducting and selling of
women seems to end In failure."

In that case, Zhao Melmel, 32, a
married woman, was abducled in a
labor market like the one in Xian,
then kidnapped and delivered to a
farmer named Wang in Tlanzhuang
village about 400 miles north of here.

Mr. Wang kept her in a cave and
frequently beat and raped her. After
more than a year of living in the
cave, Ms. Zhao showed signs of men-
tal illness, which grew worse after
she gave birth to a daughter, who
was taken from her while she was
left in the cave.

‘No neighbors seem to have com-

-| plained; a police chief in the county

seat-of Yulln heard about the case
only after a town official's wife visit-
ing a relative in the village learned ;
of it

The police went to the village and |
freed Ms..Zhao from the cave. But .
when they tracked down her home
village in neighboring Sichuan Prov-
ince, officlals there informed them
that her husband,  after hearing
about her baby daughter and her

- mental {llness, did not want her

back.

The police were unable to find a
home for Ms. Zhao, who was by that
time unable to care for herseif. No
effort was made to prosecute Mr.
Wang, who never legally married
her, or to try to find the man who
sold Ms. Zhao to him. \

*With no other alternative, the po-+
lice had no choice but ta contact
Wang of Tianzhuaog village and en-
trust him to take responsibility, pro-
vided he could guarantee that from
now on he would no longer mistreat
Zhao,” the Legal Daily reported.
‘““Then they handed her aver to him."”

The selling of women is primarily
a rural phenomenon. While many

e’- women are abducted in cities, they

overwhelmingly come from, and are
delivered to, small villages  and
towns in the countryside. Since the
victims of these crimes are rural
women, advocates argue, they rank
low on most police priority lists.
Local women's organizations, set
up in most city, town and county
governments, often speak out

against the trade. But their calls are
frequently muffled by the Commu-
nist Party officials who supervise
them.

In some cases a relative trying to
find a missing woman runs into
gross indifference, or even opposi-
tion, from the authorities.

China Women'’s News, in another
unusual report, told the story of a
man whose wife had been abducted
in Anhul Province in 1991. A provin-
cial official sald he was unable to
help the husband and became irritat-

~ ed by the man’s persisience, ﬂnally
blurting out: ‘*Your wife has already
been abducted. You don't really
want her back, do you?*

Pursuing the case to the county
level, the same man was told by a
local officlal: ““There are fmore than
10,000 abducted women in this coun-
ty. Some are teen-agers who have
been sold to middle-aged men. Their
problems are more serious than
yours, so it will be difficult to soive
your problem.’

A later report in the same newspa-
per argued that a contributing factor
‘to the spread of selling women was

- indifference by local officials and, in:

some cases, participation by offl-
clais in getting the "marriages"'
sanctioned.

*Not only do they not stop the
villagers from abducting and selling
or buying women, but they also act:
as go-betweens, put themselves for-:
ward as witnesses, provide relevant"
paperwork and go to the house to
celebrate the 'wedding,' ** the newss
paper reported

Inrecurring cycles of poverty and
famine throughout Chinese history,
women and children have been sold
by familles that are starving, and in
ordinary times, marriages in the

countryside usyally involved a 5usl-,

ness transaction between famllles. :

Even after involuntary marriage:
was legally banned by the Commu-
nists, who came to power in 1949, a!
strong emphasis on parental author-:
ity meant that few rural women had.
any real choice of a mate,

Yet only in recent years has the,
trade in women grown to include
networks of middlemen, operating
without the-consent of families, and
these middlemen seem to have rela-
tively little fear of prosecution.

“The Chinese Government did not
-take sufficiently serious measures|
against the trade, and-now the so-;
% phisticated and organized nature of
this modern slave trade makegcom-’
bating it very difficult,”” wro(e'Hu-
man Rights in China, a New \York-
based advocacy group, in a réport
issued in August.

Although the demand for buying -
women has surged in recent years as
ordinary farmers make more mon-
ey, it Is usually those of mlddllng

affluence who want to purchase a:-.

'wife,” because they cannot afford a:
wedding, which with a dowry and
necessary wedding banquets typical-
ly costs more than $1,000.
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he's outranked in diplomatic terms by the first lady.

At a summer guest house, Mrs. Clinton met over lunch with Mongolia's
president, Punsalmaagiyn Ochirbat. In entertainment afterwards, a 13-year-old
girl stole the show with a contortionist routine, twisting her body into
pretzel-like poses that made Mrs. Clinton gasp in amazement.
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BC-HILLARY-MONGOLIA
Hillary Clinton visits nomads in Mongolia

By Laurence McQuillan

ULAN BATOR, Mongolia (Reuter) - First lady Hillary Rodham Clinton
Thursday visited a family of Mongolian nomads and sipped mare's milk, nibbled
cheese made from fermented cow's milk and learned about their wandering ways.

After arriving in the Mongolian capital from China, Clinton and a group
of aides, secret service agents and journalists drove for some 45 minutes on
gravel roads that cut through the green expanse of the nomads' homeland.

Clinton stopped at a ger, a round white tent, of Zanabaatar, an ageing
grandfather whose place at the head of his family means he has no first name.

After entering the ger, which by custom always faces south to avoid harsh
northerly winds, Clinton quickly learned that in this part of the world --
where the nomadic lifestyle has developed over thousands of years -- tradition
means a lot.

She was promptly offered a silver bowl brimming with the fermented milk
of a mare which she accepted. It would be considered an insult to reject the
potion.

"It tastes like what we call yogurt,'' she said smiling.

She also tried some cheese, made from the fermented milk of
a cow, and smiled graciously suggesting that the handful of reporters who had
squeezed into the ger also taste it.

Clinton, through an interpreter, chatted amicably with the extended

family -- which included seven round-faced children.
She was shown some of their prized possessions, including small snuff
boxes -- including one that has been handed down in the family for generations

and another that was described as modern.

“TIt's so beautiful,'' said Mrs. Clinton, who stopped short of sampling
any of the contents. Instead, she sniffed the outside of the containers.

As horses, cows and yaks roamed outside, the U.S. first lady was told
about life where home is where your ger is. The family expects to move three
to four times between now and November -- each time searching for better
grazing areas and a safe location from the harsh winter.

Ulan Bator is the world's coldest capital -- with temperatures plunging
to minus 40 Fahrenheit.

Clinton was also taken outside, past piles of flattened dung, to watch a
mare be milked.

And she watched the grandchildren compete in a horse race, and promptly
rewarded all of the contestants with candies.

Later, she had lunch with Mongolian President Punsalmaagiin Ochirbat, and
was entertained by a series of performers including singers who made their
voices sound like electronic instruments and a 13-year-old female
contortionist who twisted her body into seemingly impossible positions.

In an arrival statement for the mainly symbolic two-day visit, she
announced a new $4.5 million aid package for Mongolia.

Her visit was part of American efforts to build close ties with Mongolia
since it became independent from the former Soviet Union five years ago and
adopted a democratic form of government.
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