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IN THE LOOP

By Al Kamen

Washington Post Staff Writer

here was Senate Foreign Relations
I Committee Chairman Jesse Helms (R-N.C.)
at the White House for a secret meeting last
month to tell President Clinton why the Agency for
International Development, the U.S. Information
Agency and the Arms Control and Disarmament
Agency should be abolished.

And there was Helms's top aide on this effort,
Steven K. Berry, briefing Clinton and other top
officials on the details of the proposal, which has been
stalled by administration opposition and a
Democratic filibuster.

Wait a minute . . . Steven K. Berry? The former
acting assistant secretary of state for legislative
affairs? The one who lost his job after the
department’s inspector general accused him of a
“serious lapse in judgment” and “total inappropriate
conduct” during the Clinton passport scandal?
(Remember: When during the 1992 campaign, Bush
State Department officials went in the dead of night
to Suitland, Md., to look in old passport files for dirt
on Clinton and his mother?) The Steven K. Berry
who underwent an independent counsel’s
investigation and was cleared of any wrongdoing?

Yep. The very same Steven K. Berry. B

(Clinton apparently had no idea who Berry was.
And Berry probably felt it inappropriate to open up
with: “Gee, Mr. President, your passport photo really
doesn’t do you justice. . . ."”)

Anyway, sources say Clinton listened carefully,
digested and repeated Berry's case and said he’d get
back to the Helms's folks. During the meeting it fell
to Vice President Gore, the chief opponent of the
plan at the White House, to take the lead in
opposition and argue against the Helms proposal.
Secretary of State Warren Christopher was said by
one source to have been “conspicuously silent.”
White House chief of staff Leon E. Panetta and
deputy national security adviser Samuel R. “Sandy”
Berger also attended the hour-long session.

How secret was the meeting? So secret that the
heads of the affected agencies apparently did not
know about it for several days. They found out from
Hill Democrats, those loyal folks who united behind
the administration to stall the bill. Sources say some
of the Democrats found out from Republican Senate
staffers.

Meanwhile, Sen. Phil Gramm (R-Tex.), who runs
the Appropriations subcommittee for the State
Department’s budget, ratcheted up the pressure.
Gramm weighed in this week with a letter to Helms
saying he would not fund the department without
Helms's approval.

Caught by a Beagle, but He Didn’t Have to Peel

= [t seemed like just another baggage inspection drill
last Sunday for veteran reporters waiting to board
the White House press plane leaving Hawaii as

Hunter Meets Huntee

Clinton returned from V-] Day ceremonies. The bags
were lined up on the tarmac waiting for the usual
German shepherds to come by and check for bombs
and drugs.

But out trotted two little beagles (part of the
government’s downsizing?) wearing little green and
white vests that said: “Beagle Brigade.” The dogs are
employed by the Department of Agriculture to sniff
for contraband produce.

The dogs went up and down the line calmly
sniffing away when one of them got very agitated, its
little tail wagging furiously.

The inspector looked into the suspect bag. Sure
enough, there was an illegal banana, property of
CNN White House producer Kevin Bohn. “No one
warned us” it was against the law to take produce to
the mainland, Bohn said yesterday.

The inspector seized the banana as evidence.

Bohn was not detained.

The Penultimate Finale 3

m When last we checked, White House deputy chief
of staff Erskine B. Bowles was outta there,
absolutely, no question, going home to North
Carolina to spend more time with his family. People
were saying he was gone this month or next at the
latest.

Next thing you know, he’s playing golf with Clinton
out in Wyoming. Now we hear he's been convinced
by Clinton to stay until the budget battle is over,
which could be the end of this year.

He may stay even longer.

Starr Deputy Now Lawyer for Lawyers of Rose Law

m Washington attorney Mark H. Tuohey 111, who has
been independent counsel Kenneth W. Starr’s deputy
in Washington, is settling in this week as a new o
partner in the Washington office of the Texas-based
mega-law firm Vinson & Elkins. An eyebrow or two

‘might arch over this move because Vinson & Elkins

represents the Rose Law Firm, which is being
investigated by federal regulators over its role as
counsel for Madison Guaranty Savings & Loan in
Arkansas.

Tuohey said he had been in negotiations with
Vinson & Elkins for several months but only after
getting an ethics opinion from Starr’s ethics officer,
former Watergate counsel Samuel Dash, and
screening himself off from participation in any
matters directly or indirectly affecting the Rose firm.

Gergen Circles Back to Way Station

w The doordoesn’t revolve much faster than this.
David R. Gergen, counsel to the presidents—as in
Nixon, Ford, Reagan and Clinton—is going back to
U.S. News & World Report as editor at large.

Gergen was there before going to the Clinton
administration for 18 months. He left last year to
become a visiting professor at Duke.

Gergen also plans to return to his talking head role
on Public Broadcasting Service’s MacNeil/Lehrer
NewsHour.




By Steven Mufson
Washington Past Foreign Service

TOV, Mongolia, Sept. 7—Sitting
today at the hearth of a Mongolian
hut and sipping mare’s milk below a

“two-stringed horse fiddle, Hillary

* Rodham Clinton turned to the Zana-
:‘baatar family, her nomadic hosts,

~'and asked them if they had had a
good summer.

“-"They replied, as the American
ﬁrst lady nodded her head, that it de-
pended on whether you were talking
about the cattle and the sheep,

“which had done quite well, or the
horses, which could use a bit more
fattening up. The conversation

“turned to snuff boxes and the Zana-
baatars’ impending move to warmer
pastures.

Also jammed inside the circular
hut were the Zanabaatars’ six chil-
dren—and more than a dozen Amer-
ican reporters and cameramen who
-descended like a Mongol horde to
record the last leg of Clinton’s six-
day Asian journey.

For Clinton, this stop in one of
Asia’s emerging democracies has al-
so been a move to gentler pastures
after two tumultuous days in China
at the U.N. Fourth World Confer-
ence on Women. There the first lady
irritated the Chinese government
.with thinly veiled criticism of its
forced abortion policy and a blunt re-
buke for its handling of the confer-
ence.

“Some people from some coun-
tries have made unwarranted re-
marks or criticism of other coun-
tries,” said Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesman Chen Jian in reply to a
question about the first lady’'s re-
marks Tuesday in a speech to the
Beijing conference.

-

“We would like to caution these“

people to pay more attention to the
problems in their own countries,”
Chen said this afternoon as Clinton

was dining with Mongolian President «

Punsalmaagiyn Ochirbat - and his
wife.

But Clinton had already moved on
to less sensitive matters.

Mongolia is a nation of just 2 mil-
lion people, whose president once
said that his favorite pastime is
sleeping. A former communist coun-
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try, wedged between Russia and
China, Mongolia became a democra-
cy in 1989 and has begun opening
and reforming its floundering econo-
my. It has no political prisoners and
an independent judiciary, and more
than 90 percent of its people took
part in its first open elections in June
1992 and 1993.

After years of prohibiting the
open practice of religion, the gov-
ermnment has allowed people to open-
ly practice the Tibetan Buddhist La-
maism once popular here. The Dalai
Lama, an exile from Chinese-ruled
Tibet, recently visited.

.Gone are the days after Genghis
Khan united the nomads here into a
single state and conquered nearly all
of Asia and European Russia and sent
his armies as far away as Europe and
Southeast Asia. “Mongolia is situated
between two giants. Therefore our
cooperation with the United States is
very important from the point of view
of security as well as our progress to-
ward democracy,” said L. Galbagrakh,
an adviser to the president.

More than half the country lives in
huts like the one the first lady visit-
ed: wooden-framed, domed, covered
with layers of horsehair blankets
tied down on the outside by horse-
hair ropes. Built to withstand bitter
Siberian winds of up to 50 mph, the
huts, called gers, can be dismantled
easily and moved to another loca-
tion.

The first lady’s briefing book for
this leg of the trip had some useful
advice such as: When you enter a
ger, it is polite to walk clockwise
around the fireplace and if you have
to leave to go to the bathroom dur-
ing a meal, just tell your host that

* you're “going to take a look at the

horses” and everyone wxll under-
stand.

After her mare’s milk aperitif,
Clinton strolled outside the nomadic
bungalow to really look over the
horses as well as the yaks grazing in
this “stunning valley. A local man
- pushed a reluctart mare forward for
milking. The Zanabaatar children
raced on horseback, and the first la-
dy rewarded them with M&Ms. She
also presented the family with a new
saddle and a red, white and blue sad-
dle blanket. And then the 30-car mo-

First Lady Slps Mare’s Milk in Mongoha

torcade lumbered back across the
valley for the 45-minute drive to
Ulan Bator, the capital.

There she lunched with the presi-
dent and watched a musical perfor-
mance that included a man who sang
a single note with different, slightly
buzzing, string-like variations, some
tunes on the horse fiddle and a 13-
year-old contortionist who was able
to bend over backward and put her
head between her legs from behind
and balance herself on her chin.

Clinton also had tea with some of
Mongolia’s most prominent women,
including a doctor, a lawyer, teach-
ers and wives of government minis-
ters.

Afterward, she went on to the
University of Mongolia for the most
substantive part of this stop, which
senior administration officials said
was intended to give a boost to a
place trying to do the right things.
Other than James A. Baker I, who
visited in 1991 when he was secre-
tary of state, Clinton is the highest-
ranking American to visit Mongolia
since Vice President Henry Wallace
in '1944. Upon arrival, she an-.
nounced a new $4.5 million U.S. aid
package for Mongolia.

“This country has transformed it-
self from a one-party communist dic-
tatorship into a pluralistic political
system,” she said in a speech. “The
Mongolian people yearned so
strongly for democracy that a move-
ment began with demonstrations in
sub-zero temperatures and culminat-.
ed with the resignation of the Polit-
buro, the legalization of other parties
and the writing of a new constitu-
tion.”

Mongolia, she said, should be a
model for all Asia. “There are some
who claim that freedom and democ-
racy are Western concepts and that
Asians prefer authoritarian rule,”
she said in a speech here. “] say: Let
them come to Mongolia.”

Was that one last parting shot for
the .Chinese Communist regime in
Beijing? No, said a senior administra-
tion official here. Mongolia is a “re-
markable story” in its own right, and
the first lady only wanted to lend
U.S. support to Mongolian democra-

cy.
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Meetlng Signals Women’s Sohdarlty

To the Editor:

Contrary to the headline over Ca-
mille Paglia’s Sept. 1 Op-Ed article,
the United Nations Fourth World
Conference on Women in Beijing is
not ‘A White Liberal Women’s Con-
ference.”

In a phone call I had with Bella
Abzug, whois in Beijing representing
the Women’s Environment and De-
velopment Organization, she report-
ed that from 60 percent to 70 percent
of the women participating in the
parallel Non-Governmental Organi-
zations Forum are from the develop-
ing world, including the several thou-
sand N.G.O.’s accredited as observ-
ers at the official United Nations
conference.

In comparison with other United
Nations events, the official govern-
ment delegations as a whole have a
majority of women, also from the
third world.

Ms. Paglia, who has carved a niche
for herself as a pseudo-feminist crit-
ic, outdoes herself in again bashing
Western feminists and misrepre-
senting their views. It is presumptu-
ous and insulting to imply that third
world women have to be told by
outsiders what their problems and

| needs are.

Her description of the official Plat-
form for Action as ‘‘a maelstrom”’ of
clashing ideologies overlooks that
the document, like all United Nations
documents, reflects the consensus
views of its 185 member nations as
well as women N.G.O.’s from every
region. The broad range of recom-
mendations indicates the diversity of
life experiences and needs that are
addressed and the multicultural sen-
sitivity of the platform.

It is also a tribute to the mutual
support and growing solidarity
among women’s movements around
the world.

It is true that the document does
not single out for praise men who
wash dishes, change diapers and
help around the house, which is pret-

ty much a Western phenomenon and
not even prevalent there. The theme
running throughout the Platform for
Action is not female dominance, but
partnership and equal sharing of
rights and responsibilities between
the two sexes. A parallel theme is
that as half the world’s population,
women must have an equal say in
policy making.

Ms. Paglia does hit a sympathetic
chord with me when she deplores the
lack of references to male suffering
and deprivations. I have long advo-
cated that the equation of masculin-
ity and manhood with war-making,
aggressiveness, violence, wife-
beating, rape, sexual abuse and all
the other horrors that dominate the
world’s .cultures should be chal-
lenged by the men (probably a ma-
jority) who do not commit these acts.

It’s time for the many men around
the world, both public figures and
private citizens, who are peace-lov-

ing, caring, responsible and socially -

concerned to organize their own con-

David Suter

ferences to reject the popular stereo-
types of how ‘‘real men’ are sup-
posed to behave and to provide, in
cooperation with women, new defini-
tions and positive models of manhood.

One question they might discuss is
why are men, whether in repressive
China, in our country or the other
United Nations member countries,
so angry and fearful at the concept
of sharing power equally with
women? MiIM KELBER

New York, Sept. 5, 1995
The writer is co-founder of the Wom-
en’s Environment and Development
Organization.

Will Repression Win?

To the Editor:

‘‘Meeting of Women Says Surveil-
lance by China Must End” (front
page, Sept. 3), although excellent,
ignores the substance of the Non-
Governmental Organizations Forum
and of the official United Nations
Fourth World Conference on Women
in Beijing.

This includes the struggle at the
forum to adopt a credible Platform
for Action for the improvement of
women's lives that the world’s coun-
tries will follow; Muslim women'’s
uniting at the conference to oppose
the oppression of women in Islamic
countries; the lack of access to
capital by the world’s women; the
struggle to force the United Nations
to treat rape as a war crime and
a crime against humanity; the rape
of East Timorean women by Indo-
nesian military forces, and the
problem of domestic violence in
China.

The repressive Chinese authorities
will have accomplished more than
they dreamed possible if the only
stories to emerge from Huairou and
Beijing in the next two weeks are
about the efforts of the Chinese
to suppress the free flow of in-
formation. The world awaits news
of the information the Chinese
seek to repress, not just the fact
that the Chinese have sought to
repress it. ANN MARIE NOEL

San Francisco, Sept. 3, 1995

Navy’s Arsenal Ship
Is a Sop to Congress

To the Editor:
Re ‘“‘Aircraft Carrier May Give
Way to Missile Ship” (front page,

Sept. 3):
On the eve of Congress’s return
from recess, Adm. Jeremy M.

Boorda, the Chief of Naval Opera-
tions, described the Navy’s plan for
an ‘‘arsenal ship”’ to replace battle-
ships and eventually aircraft carri-
ers. This appears to be a sop to Con-
gress, which has criticized the Navy
for its neglect of naval surface fire
support and for attempting to elimi-
nate its battleships, which proved in-
dispensable in the Persian Gulf war,
as they will in future conflicts.

On June 29, 17 of the 20 Senate
Armed Services Committee members
voted to retain at least two battleships
because they are the Navy’s ‘“‘only
remaining potential source of around-
the-clock, accurate high-volume,
heavy fire support.” Their perform-
ance received the highest praise in
the Pentagon’s April 1992 report to
Congress on the gulf war.

',‘L

Don’t Blame Nafta for U.S. Job Losses

To the Editor:

Pat Buchanan (Op-Ed, Aug. 25)
offers no new reasons to conclude
that the North American Free Trade
Agreement was a mistake. *

During 1994 United States exports
to Mexico surged, averaging $1 bil-
lion per week, up 21.7 percent over
the previous year. This was true
across every sector, leading to thou-
sands of new jobs. This is what pro-
ponents of Nafta predicted, and this
is just what happened.

The Mexican economy collapsed
at the end of 1994, and with it United
States exports to Mexico. This was
not a result,of Nafta, but of mistakes
relating to management of the peso.
And the devaluation of the peso ac-
counts for the disappearance of the
United States trade surplus with
Mexico. To argue, as Mr. Buchanan
does, that 340,000 United States jobs
have been lost because of Nafta is
without foundation. Blame for mis-
takes in the way the peso was deval-
ued cannot be laid to a fundamental-
ly sound trade agreement.

Mr. Buchanan argues that Nafta

has not produced an end to illegal
immigration. I know of no friend of
Nafta who thought that illegal immi-
gration would disappear within 18
months of its implementation.

Many problems Mexico confronts
are serious, and no course of action
will fix them immediately. But wheth-
er Mexico recovers or enters into a
graver crisis, it will remain on our
southern border and we will feel the
effects of its decisions. This is true in
spite of any fence Mr. Buchanan
imagines will insulate the U.S.

During the Reagan Administra-
tion, Latin America underwent a
transformation toward democratic
rule and market economics. This
transformation represents a real ad-
vantage for American security and
for the American economy. There
will be setbacks along the way, but
they are not reason to veer off a
course that will strengthen the hemi-
sphere. RICHARD G. LUGAR

Washington, Sept. 5, 1995
The writer, U.S. Senator from Indi-
anaq, is a candidate for the Republi-
can Presidential nomination.
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‘irst lady’s

words speak
for thousands

By Charles Hutzler
The Associated Press

HUAIROU, China — The
rain fell steadily, and the tent
city housing a global women's
gathering was a sea of mud.
But that wasn’t going to stop the
women who came to hear first
lady Hillary Rodham Clinton.

Thousands of activists from
around the world, clad in pon-
chos or clutching umbrellas,
waited outside a crumbling cln-
ema-turned-conference hall
Wednesday, hoping to hear the
first lady speak, or just catch a
glimpse of her.

“Give 'em hell, Hillary!” a
group of about 20 shouted.

Qlinton had done just that
the previous day, using her
speech to the U.N. women's
conference in Beijing to issue a
ringing call for respecting hu-
man rights and to indirectly re-
buke the Chinese for heavy-
handed treatment of activists
at the private forum here.

White House officials said
Wednesday that President
Clinton had helped polish the
first lady’s speech and that the
text had been reviewed by per-
tinent foreign policy agencies,
giving even further weight to
the first lady’s remarks.

But the president denied

EMOTION: Crcwds bnoke into
song in honor of the first lady.

that the speech was specifical-
ly targeted at Beljing.

“What she said was what we
have both said many, many
times on the issues that effect
China, and much of her speech
pertained to conditions in other
countries, not China,” Clinton
said. “Some of it related to con-
ditions In our country as well.”

The gathering of non-gov-
ernmental organlzatlons,
which activists say the Chinese
have tried to muzzle by Staging
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e
bamn set®

By Greg Baker. AP

NEVER MIND THE RAIN: Supporters wait for Hillary Rodham Clinton to armive at the women's
forum Wednesday at Huairou, China. Hundgeds were tumed away from the crowded hall.

It in a remote locale 30 miles
away from the U.N. confer-
ence site in Beijing, has been
plagued by logistical problems.
Wednesday was no exception.

Clinton’s scheduled speech
began more than an hour and a
half late. Hundreds were
turned away despite walting
for hours in the rain. Even Bet-
ty Friedan, godmother of the
U.S. women's movement,
couldn’t get in.

Even so, the conference hall
designed to hold 1,500 people

was packed with a crowd of

more than 3,000, nearly all
women, who sat In the aisles,
packed a small balcony and
jammed into doorways.
Outside the bullding, ' Chl-

nese security broadcast an-
nouncements blaming the
United States for the crowd-
control problems by moving
the speech indoors.

The crowd waliting to get in-
side passed through metal de-
tectors, creating a huge back-
up. The tight security Inltially
prevented Assistant Secretary
of State Winston Lord and
Health and Human Services
Secretary Donna $halala from
entering, though they entered,
soaked, through a side door.

Shalala later said China “will
never get another International
event again.”

Inside, the expectant crowd
broke into gospel songs, includ-
ing ope tune with a refrain un-

fortunate under the circum-
stances: “People pushing for-
ward, never turning back!"

They were still singing when
Hillary Clinton finally stepped
to the stage after having been
brought in by a back entrance.
A roar went up.

Before she was introduced,
the singing started up again.
She clapped her hands in time,
then plunged into a spirited
speech praising the private ac-
tivists for doing the real work
to change women’s lives.

Afterward, before leaving
China to fly to Mongolia for a
visit, she walked off the stage
and shook hands with women
in the front row. The crowd
broke into song again.

France’s nuclear test unleashes worldwide protest

By William J. Kole
The Associated Press

PARIS — Half a world from
the island lagoon that heaved and
frothed from the force of an un-
derground nuclear test, France's
president is feeling the heat

Protesters marched, burned
French flags and chained them-
selves to French embassies
around the world Wednesday as
anger flared over Tuesday's test
blast in the South Pacific, ordered
by President Jacques Chirac.

He was scorned at home, too,
where more than 60% of the pub-
lic opposes the tests. The front
page of the leftist newspaper Lib-
eration ran a large photograph of
the conservative president al-
tered to make haif of his face ap-
pear melted or mutated.

About 5,000 Greenpeace activ-
ists rallied Wednesday at a sym-
bolic site in Paris: the Place de la
Bastille, where the French Revo-
lution began. One demonstrator
styled her hair in the shape of a
nuclear mushroom cloud.

That protest drew asharp reac-
tion from Defense Minister

Charles Millon, who noted that 86 -

nuclear tests were conducted un-
der the l4-year presidency of
Chirac's Soclallst predecessor,
Francois Mitterrand.

Despite the opposition, Chirac
could still ride out the backlash.
The neo-Gaullist, who has won re-
spect for asserting France's role
in Bosnia since being elected in
May, drew relatively mild reac-
tion from Germany, Bntam ﬂnd
the United States.

Prime’ Minister Alain Juppe
said Chlrac faces “temporary un-
popularity to preserve, in the me-
dium and long term, the essential
interests of the country.”

France has set off 205 nuclear
blasts in the South Pacific and in
Algeria since 1960, when then-
President Charles de Gaulle
brought the country into the
Atomic Age. France stopped at-
mospheric testing in 1974.

In the wake of protests, France
said it may not conduct all eight
tests, as originally contemplated.

CHIRAC: Says heu
sign test ban treaty
after cumrent tests
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AID fund to help
women in politics
around the world

By George Archibald

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

BEIJING — The U.S. delegation
yesterday announced the Clinton
administration will spearhead a
new training and legal services
program to advanece women'’s po-
litical “empowerment” around the
world.

The proposal would use money
from the US. Agency for Interna-
tional Development (AID) to en-
courage more women in foreign
countries to join political parties
and support female candidates, of-
ficials séid. ;

“We want to get more women
elected,” Sally Shelton-Colby, as-
sistant AID administrator and
member of the delegation, said at
a press briefing yesterday.

Mrs. Shelton-Colby said AID
would give the “highest priority”
to funding projects in forefgn
lands and to provide “legal rights”
to women in their dealings with
governments and private institu-
tions. The U.S.-funded legal ser-
vices operation would include
“programmatic interventions”
with foreign government agen-
cies, legislatures and development
organizations, she said.

The AID program is part of a
six-point agenda unveiled yester-
day by Ambassador Madeleine K.
Albright to demonstrate U.S. com-
mitment to the Platform of Actior.
of the U.N. Fourth Conference on
Women. '

Mrs. Albright said the program
would promote more political in-
volvement by women in foreign
countries and “promote the en-
forcement of women's legal
rights.”

While Mrs. Albright and first.
lady Hillary Rodham Clinton
staged several public announce-
ments of administration commit-
ments to the conference, other U.S.
negotiators lost their first effort to
adopt a homosexual rights mea-
sure into the U.N. platform.

Geraldine Ferraro, U.S. negoti-
ator for the platform’s human

rights section, failed to convince
delegates from Jordan, the Sudan
and the Vatican that “sexual orien-
tation” is a human right that
should be guaranteed as part of a
U.N. effort to break down cultural
and religious barriers to homosex-
uality and other sexual practices.

Mrs. Ferraro told delegates of
nongovernmental organizations
(NGOs) that “there’s not a real fa-
vorable environment” for expand-
ing the U.N’s Universal Declara-
tion of Human Rights to prohibit
all forms of discrimination against
people on the grounds of sexual
orientation. She said the other
delegates did not view homosex-
uality as “a human right.” 5

Mary Ann Glendon, the Vati-
can's representative at the confer-
ence, said it was important to es-
tablish a definition of sexual
orientation before agreeing on a
platform.

Mrs. Glendon said she saw no
need to include a special provision
guaranteeing human rights for
homosexuals.

Other initiatives in the U.S. plan
offered yesterday include:

e A $1.6 billion, six-year Justice
Departmeiit anti-crime program
focusing on violence’ against
women. The plan would fund “spe-
cial police and prosecution units”
at the state and local level, Mrs.
Albright said.

e “A healthy, comprehensive as-
sault” by the Department of
Health and Human Services to
promote healthy behavior of
women, including an anti-smoking
campaign, increased AIDS aware-
ness and efforts to cure breast can-
cer.

® A “grass-roots campaign” led
by the Department of Labor for
more equitable pay for women and
to “promote the twin responsibil-
ities of family and work.”

e A Treasury Department cam-
paign to promote financial credit
for women.

e A new White House Council on
Women to coordinate federal ac-
tions and work with NGOs. i
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Travels
with
Shalala

HUAIROU, CHINA
Nights of rain, days of mud. Securi-
ty checks, long boring bus and taxi
rides to reach the forum on women
in Huairou. Donna Shalala, the sec-
retary of Health and Human Ser-
vices, invites me and Josette Shin-
er, my managing editor at The
Washington Times, to join her on a
trip out to the tents.

“Schlep with Shalala,” she says.

Her staff is less
| enthusiastic, but
b | Here atawoman’s
conference on
.| women'’s rights,
B the boss gets her

way.

Ms. Shalala
wears practical,
sensible  (you
might say) run-
ning shoes and a
stylish silky pants
suit that rise
three inches
above the ankle.

Suzanne
Fields

No flies or mud on the secretarial
ankles. She wants to see first hand
the non-governmental organizagions
(NGOs) without the hindrance of

official appointments. The
omnipresent guards stop her to
question the identity cards she
wears around her neck,and a trans-
lator in our entourage yells (in Chi-
nese) ‘“Minister, minister.” Per-
suaded that she’s important, albeit
female, the soldiers guarding the
entrances to the tents let us through.

Security is considerably lighter
than during the early days of the
forum. We still go through “safety”
doors, whose buzzers and bells con-
tinually sound alarms, but the
guards no longer pay much atten-
tion. In fact, Ms. Shalala can’t imag-
ine why so many delegates and
reporters had fussed about Chinese
official harassment. This is fun, like
walking through a crowded college
campus with the dean.

We tell her that it was slightly
more difficult when we didn’t have
a translator and a bona fide minis-
ter from America with us. Luckily,
we aren’t from Tibet or Taiwan.

On astroll, Secretary Shalala con-
fronts a wide spectrum of attitudes.
She talks with African women in
brightly colored robes with matching
headdresses who look like tribal
queens, Muslim women hidden dra-
matically in chodors. Indian women
are draped in graceful silk saris,
with a flash of flesh at the belly line.

Suzanne Fields, a columnist for
| The Washington Times, is nationally
| syndicated. Her column appears here
| Monday and Thursday.

Many of these women earned money
for their trip to China by selling
crafts and posters. They have some
left to sell in booths in the tents.

These are earnest women, touch-
ing in their determination, who rep-
resent grass roots organizations
from villages, towns and cities in
scattered parts of the world, trying
against many obstacles to elevate
themselves (and their families).
Other women here, typically West-
ern and white, hold workshops to
celebrate the lesbian lifestyle. Their
cottage industry is bashing men,
whether husbands or heads of state.
Their rhetoric is lost on the ears of
the women of the global underclass.

The most inspiring women are in
wheelchairs, who tell Madam Sec-
retary they want her to make sure
they’re perceived as “healthy”
women so their lives and accom-
plishments are honored in the final
version of the “UN. Platform for
Action.” Disabled women worry that
they are twice threatened when
women choose to abort female fetus-
es, fearing the slide down a slippery
slope; devaluing life, one of them
says, “makes babies ‘like us’ with
birth defects especially vulnerable.”

At their best, these conferences
are about women getting together to
enjoy friendships, exchange infor-
mation and set up networks to make
better lives for themselves (and
their families). They also focus the
world’s attention on the oppression
of women in certain countries, the
government forcing abortions and
sterilization, the culture forcing
genital mutilation.

But many of these women, espe-
cially white Western women in a
minority, have a hidden agenda of
eliminating the influence of tradi-
tional families, religion and moral-
ity. One of their catch — all terrors,
as presented in the program book, is
“the rise of conservatism in its var-
ious forms — religious, nationalist,
racial/ethnic and homophobic.”
They seek a global affirmative
action program, tocreatean “equal-
ity of results” rather than an “equal-
ity of opportunity” This in turn
frightens the rest of us.

Critics of the first lady’s appear-
ance here — I'm one of them —
think her visit sets a bad precedent,
casting her as a pawn of her hus-
band’s foreign policy. But once her
husband sent her on her way, she
delivered a powerful and passionate
speech, linking women'’s rights with
human rights, bravely saying these
things in the belly of the beast. Or
rather the belly of the boar.

Before Secretary Shalala leaves
the village of Huairou, she stops to
visit with Maureen Reagan, who
headed the U.S. delegation to the
first women'’s conference in Nairobi
when her father was the president.
The secretary and Miss Reagan
speculated, this being on the eve of
the first lady’s arrival, about what
she should say.
aureen Reagansaid it should be
a speech for the folks back home.

Donna Shalala said she should|.

speak to — and for — women of the
world. To the first lady’s credit, she
did both.
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America first

Now we know why Ambassa-
dor Martin Indyk stayed away
from Monday’s celebration of
3,000 years of Jewish history in
Jerusalem.

He had “prior commitments.”

What could keep America’s
first Jewish ambassador to Israel
away from the commemoration
of King David’s conquest of Jeru-
salem?

A Labor Day barbecue at the
U.S. Embassy in Tel Aviv.

He also attended the opening
of an Israeli women'’s shelter.

That'’s the official State Depart-
ment explanation.

Spokesman Nick Burns said
the embassy was represented by

. a cultural attache.

“Yesterday-was an American
national holiday, Labor Day, and
there was ... a barbecue for the
American community in Israel.
... He also had another commit-

said Tuesday.
“So he had very good and ap-
__propriate things to do; one event

icans, and he is American
ambassador.”
The Israeli governm

/__ered his absence — along with 70

Vi assadors\— an
insult. \

Wu at White House?

. Harry Wu, the human-rights
advocate expelled from Chind
Jjust before first lady Hillary
Clinton decided to go to Beijing,
speaks today at the National
Press Club at 3 p. m.

Mr. Wu yesterday stopped by
the Washington office of Am-
nesty International to thank the
organization for its support while-
he was imprisoned in China.

Amnesty International, mean-
while, asked President Clinton to
meet Mr. Wu.

Executive Director William
Schulz, in a letter, urged Mr. Clin-
ton to “send a strong political
message to China” by inviting
Mr. Wu to the White House.

“A meeting with Mr. Wu will
offer you the opportunity to spe
out your personal commitment/to
help end huinan rights abuseg’in
China,” he wrote.

0 Israelis, another
event of impoziance to Amer-

|

ment about a wormen'’s shelter;” he |
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The party’s still on

For those invited to today’s
celebration at the Brazilian Em-
bassy, the party is still on, even
thuugh the ambassador is still re-
covering from brain surgery.

Ambassador Paulo-Tarso
Flecha de Lima “personally in-
structed us” to hold the National
Day celebration as planned, said
embassy spokesman Pedro Borio.

Mr. Flecha de Lima, who had a
tumor removed from his brain in
late August, has been recovering
with a little help from friends.

. First, Princess Diana, a friend
from his days as ambassador to

Britain, dropped by to see him at
Georgetown University Hospital.

Then, President Clinton sent
him a “get well” letter.

“Hillary and I were very sorry
to hear of your illness but re-
lieved to learn of your rapid im-
orovzment. You and your family
are very much in our thoughts
and prayers during this difficult
time,’ the president wrote.

“I was deeply touched by your
message and thank you with all
my heart,’ the ambassador re-
plied.

—

In Holbrooke’s defense

Many readers who know Rich-
ard Holbrooke were shocked by
what they saw as a hatchet job on
the assistant secretary of state
by a British newspaper.

Embassy Row published ex-
cerpts from the London Daily
Telegraph news service story on
Tuesday, but that did not mean
that this column agreed with its
observations.

This column has never found

Mr. Holbrooke to be “arrogant,
pushy, self-serving and obscenely
ambitious,” as he was described
by the Telegraph.

But the story was intriguing,
especially because it came from
the respected London daily.

Just who was saying all those
nasty things about Mr. Hol-
brooke?

Many Embassy Row readers,
being seasoned Washington
hands, suspected the long knives
were after Mr. Holbrooke as his
star was rising quickly on the in-
ternational stage.

With responsibility for Euro-

. pean affairs, he is at the center of

issues from Bosnia to the expan-
sion of the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization. -

The Telegraph hinted broadly
at the root of his troubles.

“Mr. Holbrooke is privately
critical of the way Warren Chris-
topher, secretary of state, at-
tempts to oversee U.S. foreign
policy,’ the Telegraph said.

“His contempt is returned in
spades ... from rivals at the
State Department . . . the Penta-
gon and the White House ... "

e If you have a tip, suggestion or
question, call Embassy Row at
202/636-3297.
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By John McCaslin

Murphy’s Law

| No train wrecks in Tom

Daschle'’s Senate office.

[ That was Mr. Daschle’s ruling
yesterday, when the minority
leader told reporters the cliche
was used too often to describe the
oncoming budget battle with the
White House.

“We ought to ban the word
‘train wreck’ from this room,” the
South Dakota Democrat said dur-
| ing his morning news conference.
“It conjures up notions of total
chaos.”

Reporters suggested “bumper
cars,” or the Beltway-favorite
“truck wreck” referred to
recently by Sen. Phil Gramm,
Texas Republican.

But Mr. Daschle rejected those
phrases, saying “we can do better
than that” He promised to get
| back to us with a better cliche.

In the meantime, no such ban
is in effect at the White House.
During a brief encounter with re-
porters yesterday, President Clin-
ton said: “We should not have a
train wreck; there’s no reason to
have a train wreck”

At least one vote

We found GOP presidential

| hopeful Lamar Alexander’s cam-
paign spokesman, Dan McLagen,
in New Hampshire yesterday.
What'’s the good news?

Well, Dan didn't hesitate. “Jef-
ferson County, Florida, held its
convention over the weekend and
selected delegates to the Repub-
lican convention — four delegates
total, three of which were elected
officials who get in automatically.
The one remaining delegate was
drawn out of a hat.

“And wouldn't you know they
happened to draw the name of
Lamar’s.cousin, Duncan Rose.

_| Thev iust nicked him out the hat.”
| e

Beijing bust

Lost in the pomp and cere-
mony of the United Nations
Fourth World Conference on
Women in Beijing is the fact that
the United States — even with
first lady Hillary Rodham Clinton
in attendance — has no pull in
the proceedings.

And the Clinton administration
has no one to blame but itself.

As John R. Bolton, a Wash-
ington lawyer who was assistant
secretary of state for interna-
tional organization affairs in the
Bush administration, pointed out
last year, the United States at the
start of this year was denied re-
election to the U.N. Commission
| on the Status of Women (CSW).
|  “Astunning and nearly unprec-
| edented development,” Mr. Bolton
| observed, for not only that, “the
| United States actually came in

last in the voting” — behind

Greece, Germany and Belgium,

which all won seats.

| “So bad were things for the
United States,’ Mr. Bolton noted,
“that Turkey, realizing it could
not win a seat, actually withdrew
in favor of Greece.”

| CSW was created in 1946 to
monitor women'’s rights in politi-
cal, economic, social and educa-

. tional matters. Its working group

| also considers allegatjons of dis-

ination against‘Wwomen and

| responses from accused govern-

Sen. Tom Daschle is working on
replacing the “train wreck”_clictie.

ments. In addition, the commis-
sion was the preparatory body
for the Beijing conference, re-
sponsible for its agenda, budget
and rules of procedure.

“Although the U.S. can partici-
pate as an observer — as can ev-
ery other member of the United
Nations not on the CSW — it will
clearly be hampered in its efforts
to defend itself,” Mr. Bolton said.
“Offensive resolutions will be
harder to block or tone down, in-
cluding not only those on core
women'’s issues, but on more po-
litical ones as well.

“It is a fine irony,” he added,
“that the Clinton administration,
so publicly and politically com-
mitted to its own gender-based
personnel selections, lost this
election. One might have thought
that Madeleine Albright, the U.S.
permanent representative in New
York with Cabinet-level status,
would have had this election
prominently displayed on her ra-
dacscreens.”

Thompson in’96 |
The BradlgyFoundation
wouldn't mind seeing William

Bennett as vice president on the
Lamar Alexander ticket. But
don't read that as an endorse-
ment.

Michael Joyce, president of the
philanthropic organization that

. supports conservative causes,
. shared the spotlight with both

Mr. Bennett and Mr. Alexander
on Tuesday when the two former
secretaries of*education visited
Milwaukee to wave the flag for
school choice.

-“When Lamar Alexander and
Bill Bennett were in town, many
people were remarking what an
excellent slate they’d make, ei-
ther way,” Mr. Joyce told this col-
umn yesterday. “But the issue
was confused when suddenly
[Wisconsin] Governor Tommy
Thompson showed up, and then
there were too many excellent
candidates!”

Greener Gorby

Former Soviet President Mi-
khail Gorbachev is coming to
town Oct. 10, kicking off the
Greater Washington Society of
Association Executive Founda-
tion’s Nation’s Capital Distin-
guished Speakers Series at the
John E Kennedy Center for the
Performing Arts.

One of the 20th century’'s most
influential leaders, Mr. Gorba-
chev continues to exercise his vi-
sion on behalf of Russia, but now
mostly through his commitment
to environmental issues.
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ASHINGTON INSIGHT: Speculation Rampant
n Blinder's Fed Plans (c) 1995, Los Angeles
Times=

WASHINGTON Speculation is rampant within the Federal
Reserve these days about the future plans of Fed Vice
Chairman Alan Blinder. Many Fed observers are convinced
that Blinder is planning to leave the Fed when his term ends
Jan. 31 and return to Princeton University, where he was an
economics professor before joining the Clinton administration
as a member of the Council of Economic Advisers in 1993.
They believe that Blinder will leave the Fed because he is
convinced that President Clinton will reappoint Alan
Greenspan to a third term as Fed chairman
next March, shutting Blinder out of the chance to take the
helm of the nation's central bank. Some also note that Blinder
may not feel that he fits in at the conservative Fed. Unlike
other members of the Fed board of governors, he doesn't
believe that Congress should change the law that now requires
the Fed to pursue two basic objectives: price stability and full
employment. Greenspan and others believe that the law should
be changed to make price stability the Fed's only legal
objective. Despite the
gossip, Blinder issued a statement saying that he has not made
a decision about his plans. But Clinton would probably
reappoint him if he wants to stay.

=

LOSING STREAK: For the first time in the memory of
veteran Supreme Court observers, the U.S. solicitor general,
the administration's top courtroom lawyer, actually lost more
cases than he won before the court in the last term. The
government can choose which cases to appeal, so it usually
wins at least three-fourths of them. But in the last year, the
solicitor general's office took part in 25 cases and lost 13. One
reason may be that Solicitor General Drew S. Days III, a Yale
University law professor on leave, has the unenviable task of
defending liberal causes before a conservative court. This term
may prove better, or at least safer. Days elected to stay out of
the highest profile case in the fall, the challenge to Colorado's
anti-gay-rights initiative.

0-=

SEA STORY: Top Navy admirals are busting their buttons
over the fact that the aircraft carrier Theodore Roosevelt is
playing a key role in the latest series of NATO air strikes in
Bosnia. Navy officials were demoralized when carrier pilots
took a back seat to the Air Force during the 1991 Persian Gulf
War. Not only did the sea service get cut out of much of the
action, but its bombing raids often missed their targets because
Navy attack planes did not have the precision-guided
munitions (PGM) that enabled the Air Force to shoot missiles
down chimneys. Since then, however, the Navy has upgraded
its PGM capability, and the
admirals are quick to point out that the deployment of the
carrier showed the value of maintaining “'a naval presence” in
key hot spots around the globe.

0-=

COURT LOBBYING: State court officials nationwide,
including California Chief Justice Malcolm Lucas, are engaged
in a heavy lobbying campaign to persuade the Senate to kill a
House measure that would eliminate funding for the State
Justice Institute. Lucas, a Republican and former chairman of
the institute's board of directors, declared it was
“‘inconceivable" that the GOP- dominated Congress would
dismantle the "‘only item in the federal budget designed to
help state courts manage an overwhelming number of cnminal
cases with greater speed, efficiency and justice.”" Sen. Phil

Gramm, R-Texas, chairman of the Senate Appropriations
subcommittee that will decide the fate of the $13.5 million
measure, heard about it last weekend when he campaigned for
the GOP presidential nomination in New Hampshire. That
state's chief justice, David A. Brock, vice chairman of the
institute's board, spent about 45 minutes with Gramm. Later,
an institute source said Gramm told Brock that he had made
some important points in arguing for salvaging the institute.

America's Religious Right Takes Fight to
Women's Counference By Larry B. Stammer= (c)
1995, Los Angeles Times=

Marking a major turning point in its political activism
around the issues of abortion, homosexuality and family
values, America's religious right is striding onto the
international stage by taking its fight to the United Nations'
Fourth World Conference on Women in Beijing.

Major radio ministries such as James Dobson's Focus on the
Family and Beverly LaHaye's Concerned Women for America
have dispatched delegations to China to challenge what they
charge is the conference's 'anti-family” agenda.

The largest gathering ever of women in the world, the
conference opened Monday with 4,750 official delegates
from 181 countries. An unofficial but affiliated
conference opened a week ago in a nearby Beijing suburb,
drawing 23,000 representatives of non-governmental
organizations.

Until now, the Roman Catholic Church and some Muslim
countries have provided the central opposition at these
international conferences, questioning what they see as
moral failings in the conferences' attempts to expand the
availability of birth control and abortion.

Last year, for example, Vatican diplomats acting on
orders from Pope John Paul II contested efforts at the
U.N. Conference on Population and Development in Cairo,
Egypt to make contraception and abortion more accessible
to women.

But Protestants aligned with the religious right's
anti-abortion agenda stayed away.

**I thank God that Pope John Paul really blocked some
of those objectives in Cairo,"” said Dobson.

**Evangelicals slept through the whole thing."

Not any more. Evangelical Protestants have joined the
Vatican and such leading Islamic clerics as Saudi Arabia's
Abdul-Aziz Bin Baz in sounding new alarms over the Beijing
agenda.

Because the U.N. proposal touches so directly on
religious issues, the Beijing conference has become the
latest proving ground and bully pulpit for the religious
right in its drive to establish
a unifying moral hegemony in an increasingly diverse and
pluralistic world.

It remains to be seen what impact religious
conservatives will have in Beijing. They admit they will
be in the minority.

Practically speaking, the religious right has two
immediate aims. First, to keep up pressure on the
Republican party to take a conservative line in next
year's U.S. presidential campaign. Second, to oppose any
effort to encourage other countries to adopt liberalized
abortion policies similar to those in the West.

The proposed U.N. action plan, when adopted, would not
be binding on any country. But it would represent an
important international consensus on a wide range of
women's issues from education to abortion and serve as a
model for developing countries.

For weeks Dobson, LaHaye and others such as former
Pennsylvania Gov. Robert P. Casey's Campaign for the
American Family have carried out an intensive campaign on
























After 7 Weeks, Detroit Newspaper Strike Takes a Violent Turn

By JAMES BENNET
DETROIT, Sept. 5 — With bar-
gaining stalled, the seven-week

standoff here between two newspa-
pers and their striking unions has
erupted into violence, as police bat-
tled pickets who were illegally block-
ading a printing plant late Saturday
and again late Monday.

In Monday night’s melee, police
officers in riot gear fired pepper
spray at pickets who pelted them
with auto parts and swatted them
with their signs. The demonstrators,
on strike against The Detroit News

and The Detroit Free Press, dis-
persed about 2 A.M. today, permit-
ting replacement workers to enter
and leave the plant.

Eight pickets were arrested in the
demonstration that began late Satur-
day and spilled into Sunday. Twenty-
three were arrested Monday  night
and today. All were charged with
unlawful assembly, inciting to riot,
disorderly conduct or resisting ar-
rest.

About 2,500 journalists, printers,
truck drivers, maintenance workers
and others, represented by six differ-
ent unions, struck the newspapers on
July 13. The business operations of

the two newspapers are run under a
joint venture, and since the strike
began they have published a com-
bined edition. -

There is no sign of headway in the
talks. Negotiators for one of the
striking unions, the Newspaper
Guild, met today with representa-
tives of The Free Press but reported
no progress. The Guild is battling an
attempt by management to impose a
merit raise system and to limit over-
time, while the other unions are
fighting over job security, control of
the workplace and other issues.

The Free Press said last week that
it would start permanently replacing

Guild members who did not return to
work by today. ‘‘Our offer to bring
everybody back is not possible any-
more,” said Heath J. Meriw?fther,
the executive editor of The Free
Press.

The 124 Guild members who had
crossed the picket lines at The Free
Press before the ultimatum were
joined by only one other by today.
But he was a significant one: Mitch
Albom, a sports columnist who is
probably the newspaper’'s best
known and’most popular writer.

Mr. Albom began his column
about the strike today with one
word: ‘“Enough.” He wrote that he

would remain a member of the Guild
and ‘‘give much of what I earn to the
people still on strike."’

But, Mr. Albom said in an inter-
view, ''"Newspapers are fire stations,
they are police stations, and they
should not be shut down."

Mr. Albom, who tried to broker an
agreement that would return strik-
ers to work during negotiations, said

‘that he thqught both sides in the

dispute were wrong and that he did
not want to be seen as supporting
either. ‘1 didn’t want to be waved as
a flag,” he said.

The demonstration late Saturday
and early Sunday, by about 3,000
strikers and their supporters, was
planned by the unions. But Monday
night’'s more violent disruption was
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not, the unions said.

‘“You're dealing with forces that
are very hard to control,”” said John
Lippert, a striking Free Press labor
reporter. ‘‘You've got people who

are really on the brink of economic

ruin.”
Monday night and early this morn-
ing, about 300 demonstrators tried to

block the gates of the plant, in Ster-

ling Heights just north of here. When
50 to 60 police officers, carrying
shields, marched forward to clear a
path, the pickets pushed them back.

Chief Thomas Derocha of the Ster-
ling Heights Police Department said
demonstrators began throwing half-

pound pieces of steel used to make -

automobile steering columns, appar-
ently stolen from a nearby plant.
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Newsweek Basks After Scoop Over Time on the Powell Memoirs

By DEIRDRE CARMODY

In the news business, there is still
nothing that beats scooping the com-
petition — particularly when it in-
volves big time rivals.

Newsweek did just that to Time
this week with its cover story on the
memoirs of Gen. Colin L. Powell.
Time had bought exclusive rights
from Random House to excerpt the
book, by outbidding Newsweek and
U.S. News & World Report last year.
Time planned to publish a 7,500-word

" cover story next week, coinciding
with the Sept. 15 publication date of

General Powell’s book, ‘“My Ameri-
can Journey." =

‘“This is part of the game," chuck-
led Mortimer B. Zuckerman, chair-
man and editor in chief of U.S. News,
about Newsweek getting there first.
“It’s legitimate.”

These were not exactly the feel-
ings expressed by Random House
and at Time. ‘“Newsweek having
failed in the auction simply stole a
copy,” fumed Harold Evans, execu-
tive vice president and publisher of
the Random House Adult-trade Divi-
sion. ‘“They have just about broken
every journalistic ethic you can
think of.”

But Mr. Evans was quick to point
out that while Newsweek may have
squeezed some of the juiciest news
out of the book — for instance when -
General Powell reports that Presi-
dent George Bush wanted to name
him Director of Intelligence and
President Clinton sounded him out
about being Secretary of State — it
misses the flavor of the General's
own words in describing his life.

‘“What Newsweek has done is like
just coming out with the plot of Ma-
dame Bovary,” Mr. Evans said.

At Time, spokesman-Robert Pon-
discio said, “The only péople who
will be satisfied by Newsweek'’s syn-

opsis are people who read Cliff Notes
instead of actual literature.”

In its coverage®Newsweek was
careful not to quote from thebook, to
avoid raising copyright questions.
Instead, it ran analyses of the book
by its chief political correspondent,
Howard Fineman, and its national
security correspondent, John Barry.
The Associated Press picked up the
Newsweek articles and as a result it
has run in many newspapers.

No one is claiming that Newsweek
actually broke any contracts or
copyright laws, although Mr. Evans
said his lawyers would look into this.
In late 1993, the three news maga-

zines were told about the book, which
had not yet been written, and given
the opportunity to submit bids for
excerpt rights. People in the indus-
try said no one was asked to sign
confidentiality agreements.

Although Random House and
Time declined to give figures, indus-
try sources estimated that Time
paid $300,000 for the rights. It was
not clear whether this included the
price of taking out ads for the book in
Time and the company’s other publi-
cations, a common practice in these
kinds of contracts, which often have
added benefits for both parties. For
instanc¢e, Time is throwing a book
party Tuesday in Washington for
Gen. Powell and plans to invite some
big advertisers.

Mr. Pondiscio said Time was still
planning to run the excerpts next
week (dated Sept. 18) and that other
news would dictate whether the
Powell story made the cover.

Mr. Pondiscio also said Random
House was responsible for security
so that ‘‘it's possible that this does
change Time’s financial obligation’’
to Random House.

Maynard Parker, editor of News-
week, declined to say how Newsweek
had acquired a copy of the book.

‘“‘We ran a news story about a
newsworthy individual and reported
facts and ideas that I think were
important to our readers,” he said.
‘“We-managed to find a copy of the

. book, so we went ahead with the

story.”
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Before He Was Front-Runner

By MARTIN MORSE WOOSTER

Whether Bob Dole wins or loses his
third bid for the presidency, his current
race for that post will be the capstone to
his 35-year career as a politician. But as
Mr. Dole pounds the campaign trail, the
public has the right to know: What, if any-
thing, does the senior senator from Kansas
stand for?

Stanley G. Hilton and Richard Ben
Cramer: give quite different answers to
these questions. In “Senator for Sale” (St.
Martin’s, 308 pages, $22.95), Mr. Hilton, a
former Dole aide who’s now a San Fran-
cisco trial attorney, produces the now-
common book in which a disgruntled for-
mer employee of a famous politician paints
a supposedly scandalous portrait of his ex-
boss. Mr. Cramer’s portrait of Mr. Dole
emerges from his 1993 book, “What It

Z@ Bookshelf

“Senator. for Sale”

By Stanley G. Hilton
“Bob Dole”

By Richard Ben Cramer

Takes,” 2 mammcth account of the princi-
pal figures in the 1988 presidentfal cam-
paign. Vintage has extracted the Dole sec-
tions of “What It Takes” for separate pub-
lication, now out as a short paperback ti-
tled simply “Bob Dole” (165 pages, S11).

In several short chapters, Mr. Cramer
produces snapshots of Mr. Dole’s life, from
his childhood in rural Kansas to his war
service and subsequent political career. To
describe Mr. Dole’s life, Mr. Cramer
copies the breathless style of Tom Wolfe,
complete with ellipses and exclamation
points. Unfortunately, the reader will
learn very little from Mr. Cramer about
Mr. Dole’s political accomplishments or
his political philosophy.

By contrast, Mr. Hilton, though a more
pedantic writer than Mr. Cramer, has pro-
duced a book that has a great deal of in-
teresting information. Mr. Hilton's
method is to collect every piece of mud he

can find, throw it at Mr. Dole and see if it
sticks.

In several chapters, Mr. Hilton de-
scribes various deeds performed by. Mr.
Dole as rewards to corporations or indi-
viduals who made hefty campaign contri-
butions. Many of these deeds appear to be
the routine responses that most politicians
make to special intereststhat favor them—
they are neither illegal nor scandalous.

But the relationship between Mr. Dole
and Archer-Daniels-Midland. the troubled
agribusiness firm, is disturbing. Accord-
ing to Mr. Hilton, Mr. Dole lobbied hard
for massive tax credits for ethanol, a corn-
based alternative to gasoline chiefly pro-
duced by ADM. In addition, Mr. Hilton
charges, Mr. Dole has backed at least five
bills strengthening sugar price supports,
in part because ADM can make profits by

selling high-fructose corn syrup at levels
slightly below artificially high sugar
prices. (Because of Mr. Dole’s efforts to
keep sugar prices high—it should - be
noted—consumers pay far more for sweet-
ened products than they would in a free
market.) ADM, its president, Dwayne An-
dreas, and his family have contributed at
least $80,000 to PACs controlled by Mr.
Dole; and the ADM Foundation has con-
tributed at least $150,000 to the Dole Foln-
dation, which aids the disabled. Mr. An-
dreas helped Mr. Dole obtain an apart-
ment in a posh Bal Harbour, Fla., co-op at
below-market prices.

But such entanglements are not -the
only measure of the man. It’s clear that to
understand Mr. Dole you haveto studythe
political soil from which he sprang—some-
thing Mr. Hilton has done carefully. -

For example, is Bob Dole really a ¢on-
servative? Though he has certainly -ap-
peared so at times, he far too often ap-
pears eager to show that he has a libéral
side, as he did with his support of food
stamps and his enthusiastic endorsement
of tax increases. After Mr. Dole led the'ef-
fort to pass the massive 1982 tax increase,
Newt Gingrich branded him’ “the chief tax
collector for the liberal welfare state.”..

Longtime home-state observers of Mr.
Dole say that they have o idea what Mr.
Dole stands for. According to John Woelk,
who recruited Mr. Dole to run for the
Kansas state legislature 45 years ago, Mr.
Dole “still doesn’t know if he is a libéral
or a conservative, as he didn’t know in
1950.” Norbert Dreiling, who has watched
Mr. Dole since he entered politics, com-
pared him to Lyndon Johnson as a politi-
cian who “always accurately reflects the
views of the constituency he happens to
represent.”

But who would a President Dole’s con-

. stituents be? It’s certainly possible that

Mr. Dole’s indecisiveness, like Bill Clin-
ton’s, could cause his administration to
drift rudderless, shifting according to the
prevailing political winds. But Mr. Dole is
well-known for his dark streak, which
manifested itself in his statement during
the 1976 vice-presidential debate that
America’s military conflicts during the
20th century were “Democrat wars” and
once led Sen. William Saxbe (R., Ohio} to
declare that Mr. Dole was so unpopujar
among his peers that he “couldn’t sell beer
on a -troop ship.” To some, this sardonic
side of Mr. Dole’s nature might cause him
to lead the nation in a more divisive direc-
tion.

The chief question “Senator for Sale
raises is this: Would a President Dole_be
as weak and ineffectual as President Clin-
ton? Or would he resemble Richard Nixon
and impale his party and the nation on the
sword of a second Watergate? The other
possibility—that Mr. Dole may actually
make a good president—is left for others to
consider. 1

Mr. Wooster is an associate editor of The
American Enterprise, a bimonthly magazine
published by AEI in Washington. 3
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World’s Poorest Women Advance by Entr

By Carer Hynowitz
Staff Reporter of Tur: WAL STREET JOURNAL

Kamala Lamichhane knows nothing
about dressing for success, has never
attended a business seminar and can't
write much beyond her name. Yet the
energetic 26-year-old from Nagarkot, Ne-
pal, is discovering her talents as an entre-
preneur.

With help from the United Nations
Development Program, which encourages
women in developing nations to launch
small businesses, Ms. Lamichhane re-
cently opened a restaurant in Nagarkot, a
mountainous tourist-town an hour’s drive
cast of Katmandu. Catering to a steady
flow of customers on a steep hillside that
offers panoramic views of the Himalayas,
she earns about $10 to S60 a month to
supplement her family’s farm income.

“Farming is ordinary, but now I have
something to grow,” says Ms. Lamich-
hane, who grvins broadly as she shows off
her kitchen filled with the scent of curry
and other spices.

Her tale, if not typical, is becoming

more common in Nepal and other develop-
ing nations, where the poorest of women
are discovering that entrepreneurship can
pravide a measure of economic and per-
sonal autonomy. Big development agen-
cies and banks increasingly are funding
women-led small businesses and farming
projects because they realize that women
are the mainstays of local economies—and
the foot soldiers in the fight against pov-
erty.

The economic status of women every-
where is at the top of the agenda at the
United Nations Fourth World Conference
on Women in Beijing this week. Women
work longer hours than men in nearly
cvery country but much of their work
remains ‘‘unpaid, unrecognized and un-
dervalued,” notes the U.N.'s Human De-
velopment Report. Since 1970, women's
participation in the paid labor force has
risen by just four percentage points to
10%. What's more, while more than 300
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million low-income women run microbu-
sinesses, only about five million have
access (o credit from sources other than
money lenders.

But while the conference will highlight
the feminization of poverty — some 70% of
the world's 1.3 billion poor people are
women — it will also celebrate women's
economic contribution, especially in the-
developing world. In rural sub-Saharan
Africa, women head half the households.
In Kenya, women work an average 56
hours a weck, compared with 42 hours for
men. And women are more likely to use
their carnings to improve the health and
education of the next generation. ““Their
work has long-term benefits because they

.
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use the income they earn to feed (heir
children and send them to school,” says
Catherine Gwin of the Overseas Develop-
ment Council.

In the poor, isolated country of Nepal,
the burden of women's lives is visible
everywhere. Nepal is one of just three
countries in the world, along with Bangla-
desh and Bhulan, where the average life
expectancy of women — currently 54 years
in Nepal — is lower than that of men.
Women face especially high mortality
risks during childbirth, because of limited
access (o health facilities.

Malnutrition and lack of safe drinking
water compound the problems. Some 85%
of Nepalese women are anemic — often,

epreneurship

they feed their husbands and children
first, saving little food for themselves—
while their working day is typically ardu-
ous. Many women spend several hours
each day carrying water and firewood long
distances over steep, muddy roads.

Moreover, Nepalese women still lack
basic legal rights. They can own property
only if they remain unmarried and their
father dies. Securing a conventional bank
loan is all but impossible.

In Nepal, “'women are seen as repro-
ducers, not producers,’’ says Carroll Long,
head of the UNDP in that country. *‘But
with a little help, some have become very
talented small-business owners."*

tHlarimaya Khatri-Chetri was one of the
first in Nagarkot to sign up for a UNDP-fi-
nanced program that teaches business
skills to women in lourist areas. Over a
two-week period, she learned how to keep
records and do basic accounting. And she
became confident enough tq envision her-
self as a business owner. With a small loan
from the Women Entrepreneurs Associa-
tion of Nepal, she started a poultry-rearing
operation.

She nets about $20 a month from 200
chickens — almost as much as her unem-
ployed husband gets from an army pen-
sion. Unlike her spouse, Ms. Khatri-Chetri
uses her earnings to send three of her five
children to school. And she hopes to save
enough money (o opén a grocery store that
will include a refrigerator, a luxury in a
town where few homes have electricity.

Her neighbor Ms. Lamichhane has
gained a new sense of personal freedom
since she launched her restaurant. Mar-
ried at 14 to a man she says didn't want
her, she dutifully followed her mother-in-
law’s orders — tending the family farm,
doing domestic chores and raising two
sons mostly on her own. Her husband
worked as a cook in Dubai, United Arab
Emirates, and for six years she saw him
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Progress by Starting
Their Own Businesses

Continued From Page Bl
only on his brief, biannual visits home.

She was encouraged to join the busi-
ness training program last year because a
score of other local women were participat-
ing. Moreover, her husband had been
seriously injured in an automobile acci-
dent, leaving her the primary breadwin-
ner.

After long days spent nursing her hus-
band in the hospital, Ms. Lamichhane
rushed home each night to attend the
training sessions. She used family savings
and a loan from the Women Entrepreneurs
Association to open her Corner Coffee
Shop, which seats about 20 customers.

The business has increased her work-
load. She rises at4 a.m. now to work in the
fields before opening the restaurant. And
she has few people to whom she can turn
for support. ““‘Other women are sometimes
jealous’ of her new venture, she says.

But for the first time in her married life,
she has won some equality with her hus-
band, who does much of the restaurant’s
cooking. She manages the money, gives
him instructions and even asks him for
household help.

“"He has no way out now," she says. *'If
I'm really hard pressed, he'll see that the
children are fed. He respects me now."’
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To: Theresa Loar
From; Susan 0O’ Sullivan
Re: First lady’'s Trip to Beijing

There are two well-regarded centers working on
“women’s issues” that I have heard of. One, the WNaomen’s
Law Center, is in Beijing at Beijing University (Beida).
IT™Ts supported by the Ford Foundation. According to
Jonathan Hecht, it 1s pretty independent and is considared
a “non-governmental” legal aid center. Hecht strongly
racommended that the head of the center Beida graduate Guo
Jianmei be included somehow in the First lLady’s visit even
if the Center is not one of the FL’s stops. A second
center is located approximately 200 km. east of Beijing
near Tdanjin. It is supported by the local women’s
federation. It was originally started in 1883 as a
research project but, in 1995, became a legal aid center.
As of 19897, it was providing legal adwice to women,
litigating cases, educating women on their legal rights.
Typical cases involved domestic disputes, disputes over
property, inheritance, and employment rights, violence
against women. The All China Women’s Federation also has a
law saction but I have no information about it.

Ford apparently funds some women’s health projects and
I was told that Joan Kaufman was the person to contact for
more information. My notes are not clear about whether she
is with Ford in New York or Beilijing.

Contacts:

Tony Saitch - Ford Foundation (Beijing) tel.# B6-10-6532-
6668; fax B86-10 6532-5495

Phyllis Chang - (Beijing) Ford Foundation

Christine Gilmartin — Northeastern University (women’s
issues)

Arnne Thurston — consultant and China specialist (orphanages
and women’s issues) 202-462-1741
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MARCH 13, 1995

Q: Ladies and gentlemen, the First Lady of the United
States, accompanied by Mrs. Marjorie Margolies Mezvinsky.

MRS. CLINTON: Good afternoon. Thank you so much for
joining us here this afternoon. We are delighted by the turnout.
We had actually decided we were going to meet in a smaller room
and then we had to move to a larger room because so many of you
were able to come. And I am so glad that you are here because we
want to talk to you about our plans for the United States’
participation in the upcoming UN Fourth World Conference on Women
in Beijing and our hopes to include women across America in
discussion of the issues. And also we want to make sure that the
United Sates plays a leadership role, as it appropriately should,
both in the preparation for this summit and for the summit
itself.

We see the Women’s Conference as really part of a continuum.
It is linked to other conferences and certainly other activities
both in the private sector, as well as the public, that have
tried to move forward an agenda for women’s advancement. It
builds on conferences such as the UN Conference on Social
Development where we were last week in Copenhagen. And I was
pleased that the United States was able to announce a new USAID
grant to promote girls education in Latin America, Africa, and
Asia.

And I want to thank Tim Wirth and the delegation that served
in Copenhagen -- I see Madeline Kunin who was there as well --
because they really did represent our hopes that aid would not
only be continued and that the United States would continue to do
its part, but that the roles of NGO’s would be enhanced and that
the kind of work that many of you have done over the decades
would be given more attention and support to ensure that
development, and particularly development for women, was
advanced.

I want to thank those of you in the Foundation community for
your commitment to programs of importance to women. I have been
a longtime member of organizations that received funds from































































