







































































































































































03/25/93 17:13 B 202 647 9667 STATE LEG AFF.

United States Department of State

Washington, D.C. 20520

TO: Il - wendy Sherman

FROM: H/LMO - SBugan Jacobsﬁﬁ

SUBJECT: Convention on the Rights of the Child
Curreat Statusg

The Convention on the Rights of the Child was passed by the
United Nations General Assembly in 1989 but has not heen signed
by the President of the United States.

In addition, there are four treaties pending with the Senate:
the international Cuvenant on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights; the American Cornvention on Human Rights; the Convention
on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against
Women; and the Convention on the Elimination of &1l Forms of
Racial Discrimination. Over Lhe past few years, the Senate's
receptivity to human rights treaties has improved dramatically
and the Senate Foreign Relatiuns Committee has becn pressing to
move one or more of the human rights treaties.

The Bureau of Human Rights and Humanitarian Affairs (HA)
recommends moving ahead with the twu anli-discriminotion
conventions which appear to pose the fewest obstacles to
ratification. The United States deleyation to the Crganization
of American States (USOAS) would prefer that we push forward
with the American Convention on Human Righits. In addition,
implementing legislation for the Anti-Torture Convention was
re-introduced in the House and hearings are ezpecled this
Spring.
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If we decide to move on the Rights of the Child Convention, the
usual procedure is for the Department's Office o0f the Leyal
Advisor to prepare an analysis which notes the various
reservations, understandings, and declarations that may be
required to resolve differences between current U.S., law and
the provisions of the treaty in gquestion. In addition, it
raises issues that are likely to prove contentious. The
analysis is then circulated throughout the Executive branch
prior +n recommending final signature of the President.
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