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National Commission on Children

March S, 1993

MEMORANDUM

To: Ann Stock

From: Cheri HayesQ\/W

Subject: Invitation List for the April 1 Reception
CC: Melanne Verveer

Following up on our conversation a couple of weeks ago, I am
sending you a preliminary list of invitees for the April 1 reception that
President and Mrs. Clinton will host in conjunction with the National
Summit on Children and Families. I also want to take this opportunity to
inquire about a couple of logistical issues that we will need to address as
the planning proceeds.

When we spoke in early February, I recall your indicating that the
National Commission on Children’s list of "suggested invitees" for the
event should number approximately 350. The enclosed list contains just
under 300 names, including:

. commissioners

. membérs of the Commission’s corporate advisory board
. invited presenters, discussants, and moderators

. "A" list of general Summit invitees.

About half of these people are confirmed Summit participants. Some
invitees (e.g., some of the Commission’s corporate advisory board
members) may not attend the Summit and therefore are unlikely to attend
the White House reception, but should be invited anyway. In addition,
because we are now receiving responses to our formal invitation to the
Summit, there will undoubtedly be others attending who should be
included on the list of White House invitees. Therefore, if it is okay with
you, I would like to send you a second list with additional names as we
learn that these people are planning to travel to Washington for the event
(e.g., governors and their spouses, mayors, senior foundation and corporate
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executives, and other local children’s leaders). We can also put together an alternates
list to be tapped if there are regrets. If this approach is acceptable, I would suggest that
we get you the second list on March 12 and an alternates list the following week.

One special issue concerning invitations that needs your attention is
Administration invitees. Our "suggested" list only includes Cabinet secretaries who have
been invited to participate in the Summit’s discussion sessions. Although we have sent
Summit invitations to a number of White House and sub-cabinet appointees/designees,
we have not included any of them on our list for the White House reception. 1 thought
you might prefer to decide this issue internally. Similarly, the only members of Congress
who are on our "suggested" list are those who are members of the Commission and
those who have been invited to play a special role in the Summit discussion sessions.
Please let me know whether you want to invite others and if you would like any thoughts
on who they should include.

A word of explanation about the enclosed list. The names (with titles,
affiliations, and addresses) are presented in two forms: 1) alphabetically, and 2) by
designated priority group. This will enable you to efficiently send out invitations, and it
will also give you a sense of the balance across relevant domains (e.g., corporate leaders,
union leaders, children’s advocates, educators, etc.). We also will send the second list in
both forms.

A question about logistics: Do you want the RSVPs to come to you and your
staff at the White House or to us here at the Commission? Since this is a White House
event and the President and First Lady are hosting it, it is quite logical that all
correspondence would go directly to you. However, if it would be easier, I am happy to
have my staff receive and process the responses. We are routinely collecting social
security numbers and birth dates for all Summit participants, so we will have that
information already recorded. It will also enable us to cross-check Summit registrations
with White House responses. In addition, we will arrange transportation (by bus) from
the hotel to the White House for out-of-town guests and others who don’t want to brave
the parking problems. If we receive the RSVPs, we can take that opportunity to inquire
about transportation needs. Otherwise we will work closely with your staff to follow up
with confirmed guests.

When you have had an opportunity to peruse the list and consider these issues, I
would like to have another conversation. I am sure that we will have a number of
routine questions for you concerning security procedures and other logistical
arrangements. In the meantime, let me say what a pleasure it has been to work with
you and Melanne. I know this will be a great event!

P.S. For your information, I am also enclosing a copy of the formal invitation to the
Summit
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