
































































































































































































































THE WHITE HOUSE
Office of ths Press Secretary

(Chapel Hill, North Carolina)

For Immediate Release October 12, 1993
REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
AT UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA

Chapel Hill, North Carolina

8:24 P.M. EBDT

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much. Thank you.
Thank you very much, President Spangler, President Friday,
Chancellor Rardin, my good friend, Governor Hunt, and other
distinguished platform guests, ladies and gentlemen.

I must say I have thought for a long time about what
it might feel to be in a vast crowd of North Carclinians and have
them dc something besides root against one of my athletic teams
from Arkansas. (Laughter.)

I began to think of this moment in Aaugust when I was
on vacacion, and I spent an evening with a person who used to be
one of your great song, Jemes Taylor. (Applause.) And 1 asked
him to sing Zarolina in My Mind, so that I could begin to think
about what this day might mean to all of us.

Five other rresidents have come to this great
university to sweak. None has every had the opportunity to speak

to a crowé like this, on this occasion of your 200th birthday as
a university.

I'd like to begin by thanking the studaents whom I
have me%t, and especially those who gave me this beautiful leather
bound book of essays -- three of them -- about the theme for this
bicentennial celebration that the students chose -- community.
For it 1is in many ways what ought to ke America‘'s theme today,
how we can Le more together than we are apart.

This university has prcduced enough excellerce to
fill a library or lead a nation. And novelists like Thomas Wolfe
and Walker Percy. In great defenders of the Constitution like
Senator Sam Ervin and Julius chambers, now one of your
Chancellcrs. And Katherine Everett, a pioneer among women
lawyere. And Francis Collins, a scientist who discovered the
gene for cystic fibrosis. And journalists like Charles Kuralt
and Tom Wicker and Deborah Potter and my Pulitzer Prize-winning
friend, Taylor Branch. And leading business men and women like
tha head of the Small Business Administration in our
administration, Erskine Bowles, who's here with me tonight and
who, T dare sgay, is the ablest person ever to hold his position
-~ probably because of the education he got here at the
University of North Carolira. (Applause.) These are just a few
of the many thouvsands of liveg who have beer bkrightened by what
Mr. EKcvralt so warmly referred to a3 the lighit and liberty this
great university offers.

There are few certainties in this 1life, kut I've
algo learned that when March madness rolls around, I'll be hoping
my Razorbacks are there, but I know that Dean Smith's Tar Haels
will always be there. (Applause.)

As one who grew up in the 3outh, I have long admired
this university for understanding that our best traditions call
on us to offer that light and )iberty to all. <Chapel H{ll has
always beaen filled with a progressive spirit. Loung before
history caught up with him, as Mr. Kuralt just said. your
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legendary president, Frank Porter Graham, spoke this simple Lu*
powerful truth: "In the South, two ¢great races have
fundamentally a common destiny in building a nobler civilizition,
and if we go up, we go up together. What a better life we might
have had 1if more had listened to that at a single time.
(Applause.)

Your great state has also understood that educ tion
goes hand-in~hand with the expansion of democracy and the
advancement of our own economy. Under the leadership o€ meu like
Luther Hodges and Terry Sanford and Bill Friday, this uriversity
joined with your other state's great universities, the :tate
government and the corporate community to begin buildinc an
advanced research center to attract new businesses and jobs. Now
tha Research Triangle has more :han 60 companies, more than
34,000 employees, 1t is the envy of the entire nation of what we
can do 1f we strive to make change our friend.

Tonight we celebrate the day this university began
-- the laying of a cornerstone :-hat marks a milestone in the
entire American journey, becauss on this day, near this place,
200 years ago, the cornerstonhe was laid for the first building in

the first university in a nation that had only recently been
born,

It was, to be sure, a time of hopeful and historic
change, when the futur: was clear to those who had the vision to
see 1t and the courage to seize it. It was a time of hrros such
as William R. Davie, a fighter in the Revolution, a frar er of the
Constitution, a Princeton graduate who wanted a state university
here to make education accessible to more than a privil: 7ed few.

Oon October 12th in 1793, when General Davi 1laid the
foundation for thisg university, he laid a foundation for two
centuries of progress in American education.

Historians tell us now that there was then a jJoycus
ceremony -- that "the maple leaves flamed red in the eager air."
Great joy there was, but remember now, it was in the face of
great uncertainty. The ruins of the Revolutionary war had yet to
heal. The debts had yet to be repaid. And a new democracy
seemed still untested and unstahle. Yet, in spite of all these
problems, the Americans of that time had the courage to bujld

what had never before existed - - a great new republic and a
public university. "

In spite of the obstacles, they decided to bet on
the future, not cling to the past. That 1s the test for us
today, my fellow Americans. Alexis de Tocqueville carried t'is
uniquely American optimism, this faith in education, this
commitment to change when he wrote in his wondrous Democracy in
America: "The Americans have all a lively faith in the
perfectibility of man, they judge that the diffusion of knowledge
must necesgsarily be advantageous, and the consequences of
ignorance fatal; they all consider society as a body i1 a state
of improvement, humanity as a changing scene, in which nothing is
or ought to be permanent; and they admit that what appears to

them today to be good, may be superseded by something better
tomorrow."

For two centuries now, we've held fast to that faith
in the future. For two centuries we've kept the courage to
change. And for two centuries we've leljeved with Frank Porter
Graham, that we must go up togethex. Our founders pledged thelir
lives, their fortunes, their sacred honor to a common cause. We
fought a vast and bloody civil war to preserve that common cause.
Every battle to expand civil rights has been to deepen and
strengthen that common cause -- our ahility to go up together.

Now, after 200 years, and after 200 years of this
university, we find ourselves a people of more than 150 different*
racial and ethnic groups confronting a challenge in this new era
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which tests our belief in the future, tests our courage to

change, and tests our commitment to community -- to going up
together.

Tonight we can best honor this great university's
historic builders and bellevers, a dozen generations after our
nation and this university began by meeting those tests.

The Cold War 1is over. The threat of nuclear
annihilation is receding. Democracy and free markets are on the
march. Mandela and de Klerk, Rabin and Arafat have given people
hope that peace can come out of any conflict. (Applause.)

A global economy is taking shape in which
information and investment move across national borders at
stunning speed. And competition for jJobs and incomes 1s intense.
Expanding trade 1s critical to every nation's growth, and our
greatest asset is no longer natural resources or material

structures -- it is the strength, the skills, the mind and the
spirit of our people.

This i3 a world America has done a very great deal
to make. Through two world wars, the Civil War, the Cold War,
the establishment of global economic and trading missions,
through the attempts to build a United Nations and other
instruments of peace and harmony, of progress and democracy. It

is full of hope. But as we all know, it is not without its
heartbreak.

There is less danger of a nuclear war between two
nations, but more danger of the proliferation of weapons of mass
destruction in the hands of people irresponsibly prepared to use
them. The oppression of Communist control has disappeared, but
that disappearance has opened ugly ethnic and religious
divisions. The United Nations can do more good than ever before,
but clearly there are limits to what outside forces can do to
solve severe internal problems in some nations. We cannot
withdrawal from this world we have done so much to make, and we
must face its difficulties and challenges. Through great trials
we have stood with President Yeltsin for democracy, peace and
economic reform in Russia. In so doing we have helped the
Russians, but we've made ourselves safer and better, too.
{Applause.)

We have sponsored and supported the peace process in
the Middle East, for which you just clapped. And so doing, of
course we have contributed to a hetter life for the Arabs and the
Jews, but we have enhanced our own security as well.

we have helped to save nearly one million Somalis
from death, starvation, anarchy, and strengthened our argument
that the world's poor and deprived need not turn to terrorism and
violence for regress. In so doing we have advanced our
interests, but some of our finest young soldiers have perished.

Tonight before going on, I want to express here 1in
North carolina, my profound dratitude and deep rersonal sympathy
to the families of the six servicenien from Fort Bragg who were
killed in Somalia: Sergeant Daniel Busch, First Clags Earl
Fillmore, Master Sergeant Gary Gordon, Master Sergeant Timothy
Martin, Sergeant First Class Matthew Rierson and Seraeant First
Class Randall schugan (phonetic). Mav God bless thelr sculs and
their families, and may we all thank themnm. (Applause.)

Our nation is grateful to them, so are most of the
people of Somalia. I have ordered strong new steps to protect
our troops, to ensure the return of our missing or captive
Americans, to complete our umission in that nation in no meore than
s1x months, to finish that job quickly, but to finish that job
right. (Applause.)
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Clearly, self-protection is a main motive for owning a gun in America in 1993, in
spite of the earlier admissions by gun owners and others that guns in their own right can be
dangerous and hazardous to possess and to keep around the house. Fifty-nine percent of all gun
owners say they "feel more secure in owning a gun.”

Among the 44% of the parents of children under 18 who own a gun, only 43% say
they keep their gun under lock and key in a gun cabinet or drawer. One in four, 24%, keep their
gun in a closet, 9% in an unlocked drawer of a desk or dresser, 2% on a bedside table, and 3%
on the floor under the bed. Another 26% have another, unspecified place they keep their guns.

A substantial 20% of all gun owners say they sometimes leave their gun loaded
and locked for "ready use," while 13% of such owners keep their gun loaded and unlocked *for
ready use." The number of parents who leave loaded guns around is a much lower 6%. But
25% of all gun owners and a higher 28% of parents of young children report that they sometimes

carry a gun on their person when outside their home.



REMARKS OF LOUIS HARRIS
PRESS CONFERENCE

GUNS AND CHILDREN
JUNE 3rd, 1993

IN THIS STUDY I BELIEVE WE HAVE UNCOVERED AN EXTRAORDINARY
CHANGE IN PUBLIC OPINION ON WHAT SHOULD BE DONE ABOUT HANDGUNS IN
AMERICA. IN PIANNING THIS STUDY, WE HAD WONDERED IF THE UNEXPECTED
PASSAGE OF GUN CONTROL LEGISLATION IN BOTH VIRGINIA AND NEW JERSEY,
TWO STATES WHICH HAD BEEN MAJOR SUPPLIERS OF HANDGUNS FOR NEW YORK
CITY AND WASHINGTON, D.C.WERE HARBINGERS OF A SEA CHANGE IN PUBLIC

ATITTUDES.

WE ALSO EXPLORED THE IMPACT OF RISING GUN VIOLENCE ON YOUNG
PEOPLE. FOR THE FIRST TIME, WE MEASURED PUBLIC REACTION TO FACTS
GENERATED BY THE CENTERS FOR DISEASE CONTROL AND THE AMERICAN
ACADEMY OF PEDIATRICS. THESE INCLUDE THE FACT THAT "AMONG TEENAGERS
15 TO 19 YEARS OF AGE, ONE IN FOUR DEATHS COME FROM GUNSHOT WOUNDS."
AND OVER A THREE YEAR PERIOD,"GUNSHOT WOUNDS TO CHILDREN AGED 16
AND UNDER NEARLY DOUBLED IN MAJOR URBAN AREAS." AND THAT “THE
LIFETIME COSTS OF GUNSHOT INJURIES IN THE U.S. IS $14 BILLION A YEAR."

THE RESULTS ARE DECISIVE.

THEY SHOW THAT ON CONTROLLING HANDGUNS, THE AMERICAN PEOPLE
WANT LEGISLATION FAR MORE DRASTIC THAN ANY SERIOUSLY CONSIDERED UP
TO NOW BY CONGRESS. FOR EXAMPLE, THE BRADY BILL HAS HAD GREAT
DIFFICULTY PASSING CONGRESS AND BECOMING LAW. A NEARLY UNANIMOUS 9
IN 10 FAVOR IT, INCLUDING A 2 TO 1 MAJORITY OF NRA MEMBERS. NOW FOR THE

FIRST TIME, A MAJORITY FAVOR OUTLAWING THE SALE OF ALL HANDGUNS, A FAR





































































