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* Parents get some painters
hOW 1O fomPTh cable industry
Walc

ST

By L.A. JOMNSON
Feee Prews TV-0addn Wrter
iane Hartwell went through the roof when she
drscavered her Uhree young children watciing |
*Total Recall”” writh thetr lather and l&yatdd
stepbrother several years ago.
“It was a very grucsome saene (@ the
movie), blood all aver,” says Hartwel, 36, of Madsha .
Heghts. “Every other word was yow tnow whet, and my l
keds were 4,6, and 8 at the time. . lm;uslhomfoed

Sheorducdlhe!hnermnplmald the room.
Raymond Hartwell and his older soa had sat down to
witch the renta) movie, and when the younger kids
wandered downstairs to “waltch, he let them stay.

“We got caught up in the mavie. The next thing | |

"know, my wife comes ho me. There’s still a hole in the
caling,” he says, now ab-le to joke a little about the *
incdent. “It was a mistalce, and it won't happen agam.”

It doesn’t take an R-rated movie Lo be inapproprate.
Even 30-second canmarcials for petwork programs asd !
movies sametimes feature sex or violence designed to
estice viewers. Thase same cammerdaks, and the |
programs they promote, can be inappropriate foc children

or frighten them, acoordmr to 2 new senies of workshops
spogsored by the Nayona atonal Cable )

See TELEVISION, Page 2C K




Television Association and Lable i the
Classroom

" Diane Hartwell, who aticnded a -
recent workshap in Novi, said she and
ber husband have been more vigilint
about what their children watch, The
Hartwells pdge programs for Kristin, '
Seanand Bran—now 8, 10and 12 —
based on each child's ability to handle
the program. Shows or movies that
include vulgar bnguage, sexval situa-
tons, tertifying tales and graphic o
excessive violence are off-limuts.

The PTA and cable industry sems
nars, Taking Charge of Your TV: A
Critical Viewing Guide lor Parents and
Chikhen. are designed tn teach parents
and cable operatars low In sareeq
wirzl children view and how L talk with
chikiren about what they sce. They
alsn learned how ta teach critical view-

e o .-« oo —

g sklls 10 children and other adults
threugh lecal workshops a8 pan of the |
Family & Camununity Crilical Viewing
Propet. '

Gwendolyn Lewis. a librarian at
Mackenze High School m Deuuit who
also operates the “Plant A Seed ...
Read!” program, attended the semnar
and says when she lalks to parents
aboul encauraging their children 1o !
read, she also discusses crical TV
vewing. Lewit advocates using good
television as a springboard to readng
and wmiting.

‘“They can look at a TV progam, |
but sull go to a hbrary or he sCence |
center and oblain follow -up matera) on
a subpxt,” Lewis aays “Alter watch ¢
ing a program, they can write thew
own story abuut the characterorreada
biography about the character.” i

ommuucation between par-
enls and children is paramount, Lews °
ays

Jan and Dave Barta agsee, carefully
moniloring the television viewing of
their three children — Amry, Sarah and’
Carrie, ages 11, 13, and 15.

*f really don't care for my children
to watch real graphic horror or blood-
andguts kind of things,” says the 39-
year-old Redford Township womman,:
who also attended the seminar, “IV
really don't care to have them walch!
bedroom scenes or sensual acemed”™

*Dr. Quinn, Medicine Woman™ wd‘
*Home Inprovement” are acceptable, |
she s2id. But nat “The Sim .
Bexerly Hils, 30210,” or even evune
of “Who's the Boss,” aboul a malel
houwsekeeper living with a divorccdi
woman. “That's not 2 good situation
far"y man and woman to live together)
belore they are married,” says Bam.l
wihio is 2 homemaker. “It's not that l'ml
rying 1o raise my kids in a glass,

bubble, it’s just when the opportunity,
comes along with TV ta talk about our!
values and what we believe in, we do.” !

Barta started monitoring her chil-}

dren’s TV viewing when they were;

very young ‘“‘You can’t start whc:nI
they're 11, 13, and 15,” she says. You'
also can't sit there and watch it and tefl
youx kids mot to watch it.”

Amy Barta, 1), likes “Dr. Quinn,
Mcdicne Woman" and “Home Lo

provement.” “They're funny andl.

they're good and Lhere's oot bad things
in them realy, like a It of swearing ot

thooting or kilfing or anything,” Amy|

says,
Her sister, Sarah, 13, enjoys shows
lke “The Fresh Prince of Bel-Air,”

World,” “Step by St
*Own,” Ravinand fiamvell

Diane Hartwell waspleatedinds-  “Surting at 3, 4,

5 s
cover that she and her hushand already  thar's e

when you have to start coatral-

employ many of the techaiques sug: fing what they watch” she says. '1!'

gested in the seminar. *l have urned yoy don't, it jux gets cut of cone
the channel oa them. Uswally it's a yol. .., It’s kke teaching ther about
movie and actually, it’s pretCy much ;y: ‘propey camers, not smoking and o

8-yearold,” she says. drinkimg. To me, it’s bettes tostart it
*My husband and § deal with our ,".' s

hids by saying, “This is real or this is
true. This might happen. This probably

-—

. wouldn't happen, This is TV. This is

entertainment. This is oot real' ™ ssys:
Hanwell, who works as a schodl pho!
rapher.
mDi':‘ne Hartwell watches, at uml:
three hours of television a week, in-,
cluding *“Lois and Clark” wiith Kristin,,
and same of the TGIF shows —
“Family Matters,” *Boy Meets :
ad r
n. \ walches -
sports, public television and the Learn-
ing Channel,
Brizn enjoys the adventure ad
action of “scaQuest DSV™ and “Exrth

_‘ﬁ'_ and tﬁr'ﬁumor of “H angin” With
r. -nd—‘ﬁc—l-'resh%-nu-d“ 4
'B:rxcz':‘t.”eiszu likes the bumor &mj

*Taz" and “Boy Meets World * Krista
waiches “Rugrats,” and ‘lais &
Clark”™ with her mom.

The children watch, at most, two
bours of television a day. They are
good students and make liyne (or LitUe|
League, Scouts and other activities,
after schoal. “Due to the fact that wel

keep them busily involved in other,
sivil, they don’t have a lot of lime to
watch TV,"” says Raymond Hartwell, a!
reliability engineer for Modern Eng-|

“Full House,” and “Family Matters.”; "°7mR-GM.

But Sarah says she would like to waich|
“The Simpsuns” and *‘Beverly Hlls,.
90210,".but isn't allowed.

: |
Lhane Hartwell, agreeing N'lh|
1, helieves {t's never too early lor

patents to hegin Wlking to child:cn!
about smart and aitical TV viewing. *










































































































































































































































