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Ue Ti, xto sycrpiMae 

Bawaxi Ha VKpaiHi, 
KoopnuiHye ix Ta 

cninxye aa tum, iyo6 
BOHU, MMHaiOHU Tpeii 
pyKM, noTpannsriM aa 

npnanaHeHHAM

saHTaxi HanxoflHTb deanocepenHbo 
no nixapeHb ya MennnHux huthhux 
aaKnanie. V ubOMy (DonnoBi 
nonowarae MixnaponHa (Dynflauin 
HopHo6nnfl, mo npauioe Ha VKpaiHi. 
MixnapoAHa OyHnauia HopHo6nnFi 
niflTpMMye nocTiMHuPi KOHTaxT 3 
OTpuMysaHaMn nonoMorui, BMBMae 
iXHi noTpe6n, Hanae KOHcynbTauii 
UJOflO BMKOpMCraHHH oSjianHaHHH.

Cboio necnyy pinHHuio (Doha 
flonoMoru flimM MopHo6nnn 
aycipiHae, Matonn 3a nneHUMa 
HeMannii nocBin po6o™ Ta 3HaMHi 
nocsrHeHHH, ane mm nMBMMoeb y 
MaMSyjHe i roTOBi nanani 
nponoBxysaTM Miciio noxnaneHy Ha 
nac floneio.

(Doha flonoMorn fliTHM HopnoGunB 
aacHOBanoy 1989 poui nonpyxxHM 
MaTKiBCbKMX B AMGpMUi, lUTaT 
Hbio flxepci. ripe3MneHT
np. 3eHOH MaTKiBCbKMM € ronOBOKD 
xipypriHHoro BianineHHH rocnijanH 
IOhioh, Hbio flxepci. Moro 
flpyXMHa, BMKOHaBHMM flMpeKTOp 
OoHfly Manin MarxiBCbKa 
oipMMana baraio naropon aa cbokj 
bnarojjiMHy ninnbHicTb npoTaroM 
25 poxis, b TOMy HMcni i Bin 
DapnaMeHTy VKpaiHM. V 1996 poui 
MaixiBCbKi cyann nepiiiMMM 
aMepMxancbKMMM rpoMannuaMM, 
mo orpuMajiM naropony 
FlpesMneHTa yKpai'HM. Ukd naropony 
im 6yno BpyMeno aa BMsnaHHy 
6naroniMHy ninnbHicTb b VKpaTHi.

3 Macy CBoro aacnyBaHnn, CDonn 
oS’cnnaB noBxono ce6e Garaibox 
ntonen, hkmm ne daiinyxa nona 
niTGM na VicpaiHi. Bxe necriTb poxis 
na Vxpai'Hy HanxonriTb Banraxi, mo 
cxnanaioTbcn 3 HaMHOBimoi Ta 
Hai/icyMacHimoT mghmmhoi 
peaniMauiMHoi ya HGOHayanoriMHOi 
TGxnixM inixiB.

CMCTGMa pobOTM <t>OHny flODOMOrM 
fliTSM MopHo6Mnn noBHicTK) 
BMxnioMae BTpyMaHHs ypGTix oci6 y 
nOCTaBPCHHH Ta BMXOpMCTaHHH 
obnanHaHHH Ta MGnnxaMCHTiB. Vci

Ha nneqi uhx ntoneui koxhoto 
paay nnrae 36MpaHHS xourriB, 
cnopanxeHHJi ya
TpaHCnopTyBaHHA MepMMHMX 
BaHTaxis Ha VxpaiHy...

flianbHicTb cunnM 6yno Binsna- 
HGHO 6araTbMa naroponaMM. 
Ccpcn hmx:

1995p. Haniio Mayxiscbxy BM3- 
nano BcpxoBHoro Ranokj Vxpai- 
HM "MopHO6MnbCbXOK> M3MOK2".

1995 p. cDflOM oypMMaB Mix- 
naponny Naropony Bin ryGcpna- 
Topa myayy Hbio Uxopci 3a 
dnaroniMHyninnbHicTb.

1996p. flp. 3ghoh ya Manin 
Mayxiscbxi oypMMann sinsnaxy 
ripG3MneHTa yxpai'HM 3a 
BM3HaMHy 6naroniMHyninnbHicTb. 

y xsiTHi 1999 p. OonnoM 6yno 
npOBCnCHO ypOMMCTMM BGMip, Ha 
nxoMy Dcprny Deni CLUA Xinapi 
KniHTOH 6yno Haroponxcno 3a i’i 
nninny poboyy y nonoMoai niynM 
yxpai'HM.

1

Si

nonjasa

VlpoTHroM 10 poKis (DJUM 6yno 
opraHisosaHo i nocTasneHO Ha Ynpamy 

23 aeia- Ta 7 n/iopbCKi/ix pends 
3 MenviMHOio nonoivioroio, 

sapricTb rkmx cxnanae noHan 40 man. nonapis. 
SaranbHa sara saHTaxcy craHosi/iTb noHan 1000 toh. 

noHan 30 MennMHMx hmthmmx saKnaniB 
y 6ararbox oOnacrax YnpaiHi/i 

OTpniviyiOTb nonoMory sin Oonny

©
©

©

■

««<« <1



*

*

*

*

*

*

*

Provided cancer medication and post-operative drugs for 
hundreds of children with leukemia and thyroid cancer.

Organized training conferences, internships and advanced seminars for 
hundreds of Ukrainian doctors in the fields of pediatrics, oncology, 
surgery, clinical biochemistry and neonatal intensive care.

Testified as expert witnesses in Congressional hearings and UN forums 
on the aftennath of the Chomobyl disaster.

Installed the first US-built Magnetic Resonance Imaging System 
in Ukraine (at the Kiev Emergency Hospital & Trauma Center) 
Over 7,000 patients have undergone diagnostic testing in the MRI, 
more than 700 malignant tumours found since 1994.

Twenty Airlifts and Six Sea Shipments; Delivery of 1,100 tons 
of humanitarian aid valued at over $40 million US dollars;

Founders became the first US citizens to receive Ukraine’s Presidential 
Medal of Honor in recognitiion of CCRF’s humanitarian achievements 
CCRF is also the winner of the 1995 New Jersey Governor’s 
Volunteer Award and several other coveted honors.

Established state-of-the-art Blood Diagnostic Laboratory at 
the Lviv Regional Specialized Pediatric Clinic in Ukraine (1990); 
in 1997 the Laboratory was certified by an independent team 
of international inspectors as the finest in Eastern Europe.

Modernized six neonatal intensive care units with respirators, 
transport incubators, pulse oximeters & other advanced technology. 
(Kyiv, Chernihiv, Dnipropetrovske, Lutsk, Lviv and Vinnytsia)

CHILDREN OF CHORNOBYL RELIEF FUND

TRACK RECORD
(Updated as of January, 1999)
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Chernobyl, Help for a. Deadly Legacy 

�W,.......N<O..WWAit�\'-"....,.._ 
Generations gather at SL Michael's Ukrainian Church in New Haven. From leh, Pilar Ronca!, !'er daughter Pilar Geba and Maria and Sonia Geba. 

By ROBERT DUBROW 

I
T took only a few seconds for one 
ol the nuclear reactors at Cher­
nobyl, Ukraine, 10 explode on 
April 26, 1986, and start spewing 

radioacllve ma1erlal lnlo 1he atmos­
phere But the IOXIC legacy or lhC 
Incident will last for decades, II not 
generations. 

As concern has grown lor lhe chll· 
dren exposed 10 radiation al the time 
ol lhe accident, as well as lor new 
generations, so too have support el• 
forts. Since 1989, the Children or 
Chornobyl Relief Fund, supponed by 
the state's small but determined 
Ukrainian-American community, 
has provided medical and olher hu• 
manitarian aid lo Ukraine. And h 
appears to be In h for the long haul 

Chapters or the relier fund, ba,;ed 
in Short Hills, N.J., have been set up 
In Hartford. New Haven and Dan 
bury, along with smaller groups in 
Stamford/Darien, Bridgeport, New 
Britain and Wllll111ant1c. A steady 
stream ol funds has been ralsejl 
through concerts, auctions, bazaars, 
banquelS, bake sales. road races and 
mall appeals. 

The relief fund's 19lh alrllfl -
supported In pan by $8,000 raised In 
Hartford - arrived in the Ukrainian 
city of Lvov In November, with an 
ambulance and neonatal intensive 
care unit supplies and equlpmen1. 

Alex Kuzma, whose parents were 
born In Ukraine, Is the director ol 
development lor lhe Children of 
Chornobyl lund, working lrom his 
office In Hamden. (The group uses 
the post-Soviet Ukrainian spelllng of 
the town, abandoning lhe Russian 

, spelling Imposed on the I or mer So­
cialist Republic.) 

, According to Mr. Kuzma, major 
,health problems laced by Ukraine's 
children Include cancer, an mram 
mortality rate lhat Is 1w1ce the Euro­

,pean average and blrlh defects. 
• "In virtually every neonaial unll 
lhat we've been lo," Mr. Kuzma said, 

• "the doctors have reported that 
they're seeing higher rates of birth 
defects, more children with mulllple 
birth defeclS, and very bizarre birth 
defects." An epidemic of childhood 
thyroid cancer Is clearly the result or 
exposure lO radloacUve Iodine, he 
says. 

Dr. Martin Chernlack. an assocl• 
ate professor ol medicine at the Unl­
verslly or Connecticut Health Center 
and a former director ol the thyroid 
cancer lleld sLUdles In Belarus. also 
heavily coruamlnated by the Cherno­
byl accident, proJeclS lhal over 50 
years, anywhere from 17,000 lo more 
lhan 50,000 fatal cancers wlll occur 
worldwide due 10 radlallon exposure 

byl was a big, big lrngedy. Each one 
ol us had a call inside lo help." 

Assocla1e<I With St Michael'< 
Church Is n 7S-studem, nondenomi­
national Ukrainian smdies school. 
The children collect toys for the re­
lief fund 10 send to Ukraine 

Another St. Michael's Ukrainian 
Catholic Church, In New Haven, Is 
lhe home of that city's chapter. A lcw 
years ago, when a girl who tra\'ell'd 
rrom Ukraine 10 be treated ror lcuke• 
mla at Yale-New Haven Hosp11al 
nl'ede<I a bone marrow 1ransplant. 
the chapter raised close to $100.000 
llle transplant was successful, and 
the girl now hves In the New Haven 
area 

Performances by the Veselka 
Ukrainian Dance Ensemble, a chll• 
dren's lolk dance group based a, the 
church, have raised about $15,000. 
Each Sunday alter church services, 
the chapter also raises money by 
selling coffee and pastry. 

The Danbury chapter 1s the 
newest, founded In eally 1997 .. t th� 

I Holy Trinity Orthodox Church. Fa­
ther Luke Mihaly, the pansh pnest, 
wanted 10 gel the parish out Into the 
community; he appears 10 have suc­
ceeded 

The Trinity SK Road Race for the 
Children or Chornobyl In September 
and an art auction m October raised 
a combined total ol $3,500. A benefit 
concert by the Yale Russian Chorus 
Is scheduled lor Feb I "We've really 
broken new ground," Falher Mihaly 
said of his 60-member parish. 
"We're becoming known In lhe com­
munity. We've met new people. It's 
been a Godsend lor us." 

Martha Andriuk, a classical singer 
who lives In Darien, Is an execu11ve 
vice president or the lund. Working 
with the St. Vlad11nlr's Ukrainian 
Catholic Church 1n Stamford, she or­
ganized and performed a concert 
1hat raised money lor a blood diag­
nostic laboratory established by the 
fund at the Lvov Regional Special• 
lzed Pediatric Hospllal. The Hart­
lord chapter has also contributed to 
this laboratory, which was recently 
rated by a European review team as 
the finest In Eastern Europe. 

Other national leaders or the fund 
also have Connecticut conneclions. 
Oresl Dubno, a New Haven resident, 
Is chairman or the fund's national 
board. Ksenla Kyzyk lrom New Ha­
ven, who began volunteering for lhe 
fund when she was a student a1 Trln• 
ily College In Hartford. ls now the 
assistant executive director In Short 
Hills. Nathan Hodge learned 10 speak 
Ukrainian and Russian when he was 
a graduate studelll at Yale; he began 
a t"'O-year stint as In-country direc• 
for for lhl' lun<t In KIPV l,s1 l11no 
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Chornobyl aid 
drying up but 
needs remain 

I
T was a small headline buried in the Sunday 
paper. "Study warns Alps st!ll radioa�tive._ 

.. 
Most readers probably missed 11. but the impli­

cations were profound. 
Twelve years after the nuclear disaster at 

Chornobyl. French researchers are warning that 
campers and shepherds are still a! risk from hi�h 
levels of radiation which drifted into the Alps m 
1986. The findings are especially astounding when 
we consider that the Alps are located hundreds of 
miles west of nonh-central Ukraine. where the 
nuclear meltdown occurred. Significant amounts 
of radiation were deposited in one of the most pris­
tine areas of Europe. home of the Albenville 
Olympics and the source of spring water sold 10 
health buffs around the world. 

Though 12 years have passed. Chernobyl 
remains a nightmare for many people across the 
Nonhern Hemisphere. a sobering reminder that 
there is nowhere left to run or hide from radioac­
tive releases. 

As the Nuclear Regulatory Commission weigh� 
the decision whc:ther 10 restart the MillMone 
nuclear plant. it is "onh contemplating just how 
unforgiving this technology can be when coupled 
with human error and an unhealthy dose of hubris. 
To be sure. the Soviet technology which brought 
us Chornobyl was far below Western standards. 
with far fewer safety features and backup systems. 
Still. the whistleblowers at Millstone and some 
hair-raising near-misses at other U.S. atomic �!ants 
have reminded us that American technology 1s not 
foolproof. that lapses in safety procedures could 
lead to catastrophic results. 

Over the past year. Hollywood and Broadway 
have lavished their anention on an 80-year-old dis­
aster that has far less bea.ring on the present. Public 
fascination with the Titanic shows no signs of 
waning. while concern about the Chornobyl after­
math 1s harder 10 sustain. The United Nations and 
the G-7 na11ons are complaining of "donor 
fatigue." and there is growing resistan..:e to the 
pleas for help coming from Ukraine and Belaru� -
the two n.11mn, mui.t affe..:t.:d b)' Ch<1m,llli,I 
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The recent U.N. pledging conferences designed 
10 raise the millions of dollars needed to stabilize 
the crumbling Chornobyl sarcophagus have come 
up shon. and Western scientists are warning that a 
collapse of the structure around the melted reactor 
core could lead 10 Jnother dangerous release of 
radiation. 

Human nature is full of quirks and oddities. We 
find it easy 10 express outrage over a failure of 
lifeboats 10 pick up the Titanic's survivors in the 
Nonh Atlantic. but we seem willing to write off 
entire future generations of Ukrainians. and 
Belarusians whose gene pool is being contaminat­
ed by radioactive isotopes. 

There were 1.200 souls who went down with 
the Titanic. Though much harder to calculate. the 
human toll of Chornobyl will certainly be higher. 
Even some of the more conservative nuclear scien­
tists now estimate that Chornobyl will cause 
between 17.000 and 50.000 fatal cancers. 

We can expect many casualties beyond tho�e 
stricken with cancer. For the sixth year in a row. 
there has been a sharp decline in population in 
Ukraine and Belarus. Life expectancy has dropped, 
and binh defects have doubled. The rate of thyroid 
cancer among children in the most contaminated 
areas has increased 80- to 100-fold. Perhaps most 
frightening 1s the fact that the Chomobyl disaster is 
still unfoldin2 with thousands of children and 
young adults �xhibiting pre-cancerous conditions. 

Here in Southern Connecticut. we are blessed 
with medical know-how and valuable community 
resources that can have an immensely positive 
impact on the lives of people in Eastern Europe 
and around the globe. There are a number of med­
ical experts who have played an imponant role in 
the treatment of Chernobyl victims and in seeking 
the truth about Chornobyl' s long-term health 
effects. Dr. Nicholas Dainiak. chief of medicine at 
Bridgepon Hospital; Ors. Jack van Hoff and Peter 
Bearsley. pediatric oncologists at Yale's School of 
Medicine; epidemiologist Dr. Manin Cherniack of 
the University of Connecticut; and Vito Mazza of 
West Haven. who is president of Hunger Relief 
and Development Inc .. are just a few of the unsung 
heroes who have devoted much of their time 10 thts 
cause. 

Airlift� and medical shipments funded by 
Connecticut residents have brought life-saving aid 
to the aftl1cted region. This investment of charita­
ble dollars has proven exceedingly cost-effective. 
a doctors have made imponant strides in combat­
ting childrcn·s leukemia. thyroid cancer and 
immune deficiencies. 

Although we can take heart in these accom­
plishments. we need 10 remember that hospital 
development and health programs are extremely 
costly. even under the best of circumstances. 
Ukraine. Belarus and other former Soviet republic� 
are rebuilding their health infrastructure after 
decades of gross neglect, corruption and govern­
ment mismanagement. The enormous challenges 
they face are compounded by the effects of 
Chernobyl which are still mounting. 

Oresr T. Dubno uf New Haven is board c/1111mwn 
and Alewnder 8. Kul,IIUJ is assistant exe(·urive 
director for rhe Children of Chomobvl R<!lief Fun�(. 
The fun,/ is a nurion11f chariry ,.-irh chapters 111 
Connecr,cur rhur ha.1 delfrered ml'•·e than $.JO 1111/­
/11111 irr a,d to £asrem £11rnpe. Rt!ct,l.•n me1,• wrire 
D11/1110 w11/ Ku�m/1 rn rnre of I:.- Tread11·,•I/ St .. 
Hamden 1)65 / 7. 



CCRF shipments aid regional children’s hospitals in Ukraine
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the late 1980s.
This year, Monsanto is providing addi­

tional funding for physicians’ training and 
follow-up support for Dnipropetrovsk 
where the company has made substantial 
investments in revitalizing the region’s 
agricultural sector. Similar efforts are 
planned for Luhansk and Vinnytsia.

Speaking on behalf of his colleagues, 
Dr. Alexander Buyalsky, chief of the 
Neonatal Department said, “This shipment 
exceeds our most optimistic dreams! 
“These machines are a Godsend for us.” 
For years, the hospital has had to rely on 
outdated Soviet equipment to combat life­
threatening complication that afflict new­
borns. Thanks to the CCRF and Monsanto, 
the hospital’s neonatal unit is being 
upgraded with new intensive care respira­
tors, ventilators, incubators, cardiac moni­
tors and other technology that Western 
hospitals take for granted.

Following extensive screening by 
CCRF advisers. Hospital No. 3 was cho­
sen for a long-term partnership because 
of its dedicated staff and its reputation as 
one of the most progressive and innova­
tive medical centers in central Ukraine. 
In April, three neonatal specialists from 
the hospital will participate in an inten­
sive training program at the St. Barnabas 
Medical Center in Livingston, N. J. 
whose neonatal and obstetrics/gynecolo- 
gy departments are rated among the best 
in the United States.

In Chernihiv, the CCRF delivered 
more than $100,000 worth of priority 
equipment to the Regional Children’s 
Hospital that serves this city of 300,000

SHORT HILLS, N. J. - Regional chil­
dren’s hospitals in several Ukrainian 
cities recently received large shipments 
of medical supplies and technology from 
the Children of Chomobyl Relief Fund 
(CCRF). The combined shipments, val­
ued at $1.7 million, arrived in Chernihiv 
and Dnipropetrovsk on March 13, fol­
lowing an airlift from Newark 
International Airport.

The largest shipment was assigned to 
Dnipropetrovsk Children’s Hospital No. 
3, which provides emergency treatment 
and intensive care for newborns from 
across Dnipropetrovsk Oblast. Two trac­
tor-trailers packed with state-of-the-art 
neonatal equipment were unloaded on 
March 14 under the supervision of local 
doctors, servicemen from the Ukrainian 
Army and CCRF staff.

The delivery was documented by local 
news media as well as American broad­
cast journalist Volodymyr Artymyshyn, 
who filmed the process for the TV pro- 
gram”Kontakt.”

On the evening prior to the delivery, 
hospital officials and a local children’s 
folk ensemble, Svitanok, greeted an offi­
cial delegation representing the CCRF 
and the Monsanto Co., which had 
financed the purchase of advanced tech­
nology for Dnipropetrovsk.

The shipment belongs to the first 
phase of the CCRF’s Women’s and 
Children’s Health Initiative, a program 
that was made possible by a $263,000 
grant from Monsanto. The program is 
designed to stem the high rate of infant 
mortality that has plagued Ukraine since 
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northeast of Kyiv. Most of these supplies tors, an Infant Star respirator and a trans-
were secured with funds raised by the port incubator needed to transport emer-
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the gency cases from rural maternity clinics 
U.S.A, during last year’s campaign to to regional hospitals, 
commemorate the 10th anniversary of the
Chomobyl nuclear disaster.

These included two high-quality inten­
sive care incubators and a $30,000 anes­
thesia machine produced by the Ohmeda 
corporation of England; Siemens ventila-

If. yWti'wS
- Zswii
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Chernihiv’s hospital director, Dr. 
Alexander Kareta, especially thanked 
Archbishop Antony and his staff at the 
Consistory of the Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church in South Bound Brook, N.J., for 

(Continued on page 20)

s

In Dnipropetrovsk Children’s Hospital No. 3 Dr. Marina Fedutik holds an infant 
recovering from birth complications. The CCRF’s delivery of intensive care equip­
ment such as the Infant Star Neonatal Ventilator to her left will improve the hospital’s 

ability to treat such infants more effectively and to save more children’s lives.
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Parents and children gather to spend some time with Did Moroz and Snihurochka at the Kyiv Oncology Center.
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First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton and First Lady of Ukraine Liudmilla Kuchma are greet the arrival of CCRF's 
ambulance at the Lviv Regional Specialized Children’s Clinical Hospital. The ambulance was donated by CCRF with 
the financial support of John Deere & Company. (From left to right)Dr. Yarema Voznytsia (Chair of the Pediatric 
Department), Dr. Oleksander Myndiuk (Director, Lviv Regional Specialized Children’s Clinical Hospital), First Lady 
Hillary Rodham Clinton, First Lady Liudmilla Kuchma, Nadia Matkiwsky (CCRF Executive Director), Dr. Zenon 
Matkiwsky (CCRF President), Dr Mykola Kobzey (Chairman, Lviv Oblast Ministry of Health).

CCRF extends it gratitude to John Deere & Company for its corporate sponsorship of our medical programs in Ukraine. 
Deere has contributed $350,000.00 towards our lifesaving mission.

Carolers from CCRF and Micheni visited with 
children and their families staying in the Kyiv 
Oncological Center and in the Kommissarenko 
Institute of Endocrinology and Metabolic Disor­
ders.
The visit featured distribution of toys and 
presents for all the children, and an appearan.ce 
by Did Moroz (Father Frost) and his helper, 
Snihurochka. They were also delighted by 
performances by a Ukrainian folk singer, who 
encouraged children to join in with their own 
songs and poetry recitations. For gravely ill 
children, especially those still recovering from 
surgery, carolers paid visits to rooms in each 
ward. (See photo).
CCRF invites active participation from donors 
and chapters who would like to join in building 
on this holiday tradition. Children in hospitals 
and orphanages throughout Ukraine welcome 

visits at any time of 
year from visitors, 
and rely on the 
support of continued 
sponsorship to 
ensure that their 
rehabilitation is as 
short and painless as 
possible.

'r

Bucha Orphanage
Welcomes Carolers
CCRF In-Country Director Nathan Hodge vis­
ited the Vorzel’ orphanage on Boxing Day, 26 
December, 1997, to give individually-packaged 
gifts of toys and candy to the children. The 
children were especially delighted to have 
visitors from outside the home during an 
otherwise cold and bitter winter. The staff 
expressed the hope that the orphanage would see 
more visitors in the future, and remember the 
children on future holidays.
CCRF also brought cheer to children who were 
confined to hospitals during the Eastern Christ­
mas and New Year. Children who could not 
check out of clinics were particularly happy to 
have a Christmas celebration during a difficult 
stay away from home and family.

A CONTINUING LEGACY
As the world commemorates the 12th Anniver­
sary of Chornobyl approaches, the people of 
Eastern Europe and Ukraine must cope with a 
stubborn and unrelenting health crisis:
THYROID CANCER: The number of children 
stricken with thyroid cancer continues to rise. 
In some areas the rate is 80 times higher than 
normal.
BIRTH DEFECTS: According to health studies 
conducted by Japanese and American public health 
experts, the rate of birth defects (including de­
formed limbs, multiple digits and cleft palates) has 
doubled.
INFANT MORTALITY: The United Nations 
Office on Population has expressed concern about 
the declining population of Belarus and Ukraine 
- the two countries most affected by radioactive 
fallout from Chornobyl. In Ukraine, the number 
of deaths has exceeded the number of live births 
by hundreds of thousands for several years, and 
infant mortality is at least twice the European av­

erage.
INFERTILITY & BIRTH COMPLICATIONS: 
The rate of infertility among Ukrainian men is 
believed to be the highest in the world; (Source: 
Boston Globe); A recent peer-reviewed study by 
Belarusan and American doctors found that the 
rate of major prenatal and birth complications is 
significantly higher among women living in ra­
diation-contaminated zones near Chornobyl.

CCRF Spreads Holiday Cheer
As a celebratory conclusion to a successful 19th 
Airlift, CCRF staffers in Kyiv organized holi­
day gift-giving visits to sick children in the Kyiv 
oblast. In addition to critical medical equip­
ment included in the airlift, donors helped con­
tribute to CCRF’s mission of moral uplift to 
children in need. With the assistance of volun­
teer Dr. Mona Mikalsen, CCRF secured dona­
tions of Royal Plush Beenie Babies and other 
toys to lift the spirits of Ukrainian youngsters 
who are in hospitals awaiting treatment. As a 
measure of gratitude for the airlift, the Lviv­
based chocolate manufacturer Svitoch contrib­
uted boxes of its famous candies for distribu­
tion during the holiday season.
In preparation for its hospital visits, CCRF en­
listed the support of local Ukrainian activists as 
well. The civic organization "Micheni 
Chornobylskym Atomom" (“Touched by the 
Chornobyl Atom”), which unites mothers of 
children stricken with thyroid cancer, contrib­
uted to the effort, enlisting volunteers to orga­
nize caroling in hospital wards and clinics. 
CCRF staffers also visited children in the Inva­
lids’ Orphanage in Vorzel’, Kyiv oblast. The 
orphanage, recently documented by a FOX-TV 
news crew in Connecticut, is home to orphaned 
children, many of whom were bom with con­
genital birth defects. The orphanage in Vorzel’ 
(neighboring the town of Bucha) has been a 
concern of special priority for CCRF’s in-coun- 
try staff. Like most orphanages in Ukraine, it lacks 
funding for even basic operating costs, and cannot 
provide its children with basic medical supplies.
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A SUMMER HOLIDAY FOR THE 
CHILDREN OF PUSHCHA VODYTSIA
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VICE PRESIDENT VISITS CHORNOBYL:
SPEAKS OUT ON BEHALF OF CHORNOBYL’S CHILDREN

❖Update on Impact of Airlift 19 
❖Progress in Lutsk and Vinnytsia, Dnipropetrovsk 
❖Chapter News in Binghamton, Cherry Hill, Detroit

Kalamazoo, New England, and Rochester 
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“What happened at Chornobyl 
is capable of transforming not 

only those who endured the 
tragedy itself but all of us - 
if we learn the lesson that we 
are all connected.... Only in 

our hearts will we find the way 
to healing.”

On July 23rd, in an eloquent appeal to the world community, Vice-President 

Al Gore called for a renewed commitment to aid the children and families still suf­
fering the consequences of the Chornobyl nuclear disaster. The Vice-President 
toured the Chornobyl site and later held a press conference at the National 
Chornobyl Museum in Kyiv to deliver a major policy speech on nuclear non-pro­
liferation. Surrounded by relics and archival photographs from the 1986 evacua­
tion. Gore called Chornobyl “a menacing monument to mistakes of the century now 
slipping away from us - a hulking symbol of human decisions unworthy of our chil­
dren.” Gore was visibly moved by the experience: “I walked through the aban­
doned town of Prypiat. I saw an amusement park that looked like a haunted play­
ground, with a large ferris wheel rusted over. “A merry-go-round whose seats 
swayed slowly in the wind....a four-lane highway leading to nowhere. And I won­
dered: What has become of all the people who lived here ? What has become of 
the children?”

Gore confessed that he should have
been better prepared for the emotional impact
of seeing Chornobyl. At one point he drew
attention to the large wall of photographs to
the right of the podium showing the faces of
hundreds of Ukrainian children who had been
stricken with thyroid cancer in the wake of the 
accident: “What has become of the children -
the faces in those photographs - the children 
of Chornobyl ? Their fates challenge us: Will
this be the last nuclear disaster or just one of 
the first?”

-Vice-President Al Gore 
July 23, 1998

I

On August Sth, the Children of Chornobyl Relief 
Fund and the Ukrainian packaging company TetraPak- 
Laval co-sponsored a special summer holiday for children 
at the Pushcha Vodytsia Sanatorium. Located in a pristine 
forest just outside Kyiv, Pushcha Vodytsia has become a 
leading center for children undergoing treatment for thy­
roid cancer, leukemia and other life-threatening condi­
tions. Since 1986, more than 20,000 children have 
received treatment at this site. TetraPak has made a major 
commitment to donate high-quality nutritional liquids for 
the children at Pushcha Vodytsia. In 1998 alone, TetraPak 
delivered 24 tons of free milk and juice to the center.

The August Sth holiday featured performances by 
the Theatre Troupe from Kyiv-Mohyla Academy and var­
ious entertainers from Ukrainian radio and television. 
Adding to the festive atmosphere, CCRF distributed toys 
donated by children in Connecticut, stuffed animals 
donated by the Vermont Teddy Bear Company, and chil­
dren’s vitamins from Solgar Laboratories. Most impor­
tantly, CCRF delivered the anti-leukemic medication 
ELSPAR (Asparaginase) manufactured by Merck & Co.. 
(ELSPAR is in great demand in many hematology clinics. 
It is used to bring leukemic children into remission.) 
CCRF extends its thanks to all the donors who con­
tributed so generously to make this holiday an unforget­
table experience for the children and their dedicated nurs­
es and physicians.

USA Today devoted nearly a full-page to the Vice-President’s visit under the head­
line: “Chornobyl’s wasteland awes Gore” For more excerpts from the Vice- 
Presidents remarks, please see page 6.
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(Above) At the conclusion of his speech at the Chornobyl Museum in 
Kyiv, Vice-President Al Gore embraces Ivan Poliukhovych, an eight­
year-old boy from Rivenska Oblast who is recovering from thyroid can­
cer. Ivan presented the Vice-President with a bouquet of flowers and 
thanked him for his deep concern for the nuclear survivors. Ivan 
spoke on behalf of the Children of Chornobyl Relief Fund and its 
Ukrainian partner organization “Touched by Chornobyl’s Atom", 
[photo by Alex Kuzma]
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Lifetime Achievement Award from CCRF
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"This underscores the importance of our efforts In introducing the First Lady, CCRF Executive an interactive report on the program, including
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NEW DATA SHOWS 
ALARMING DECLINE 
IN UKRAINE’S 
POPULATION

Mr. Baldwin, who is well known for his 
role in such popular films as “The Hunt for Red 
October’’ and “The Juror”, called on the audi-

The New York Times, Kyiv Post and the 
Ukrainian Weekly have confirmed that Ukraine 
is experiencing a serious decline in its birth rate 
and a disturbing increase in mortality. 
According to the latest statistics available, 
Ukraine has experienced a net loss of more than 
2 million citizens - from 52 to 50 million - in 
just the past five years as overall mortality has 
dramatically outpaced live births. In a front­
page article published on February 26, the New

.-I

Director Nadia Matkiwsky cited several verses recorded audio excerpts from the speeches by 
from a poem by Maya Angelou entitled the First Lady, Senator Lautenberg and Alec 
“Phenomenal Woman”. She called Mrs. Clinton Baldwin, please consult the internet webpage: 

webmaster@brama.com. See page 4 and 5 for 

more coverage.
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including USA Today, the New York Daily 
News, Associated Press and the Kiev Post. For

“a woman who stands on her own achievements, 
a woman of vision and compassion and intellec­
tual strength...”. Mrs. Matkiwsky thanked Mrs. 
Clinton for “reaching out to help the stricken 
children of Ukraine”, noting that a nation with­
out healthy children is a nation without a future.

Prior to the First Lady’s arrival, film pro­
ducer Fred Caruso, who served as the Master of 
Ceremonies for the evening introduced two 
other guests of honor: US Senator Frank 
Lautenberg and actor Alec Baldwin who gave 
an impassioned plea for more aid to the sur­
vivors of the Chornobyl nuclear disaster.

I

I

to combat infant mortality and to strengthen 
neonatal units and prenatal education. We know 
that in Dnipropetrovsk, our partner hospital 
reduced infant mortality by nearly 50% within 
the first year of receiving new technology and 
training from CCRF. We have seen other 
encouraging successes in Lutsk, Lviv and 
Vinnytsia, but this is not enough. We need to 
expand these efforts to more provinces as quick­
ly as possible. In the United States, these prob­
lems have been countered effectively with an 
infusion of technology, training and community 
education. The Ukrainian government, the dias­
pora and Western relief agencies need to address 
this crisis with a greater sense of urgency and 
with a commitment to reverse these devastating 
trends.”

Newborns recover at Poltava Regional Maternity Center.

Responding to the new findings. Dr. 
Zenon Matkiwsky, President of CCRF stated.

'k

INSIDE THIS EDITION:
* Alec Baldwin’s Remarks about CCRF
* New Partnership with Poltava
* Progress in Kyiv, Lutsk & Vinnytsia 

Chapter Updates:
Lehigh Valley, PA; Rochester, NY 
New Haven, CT; Chicago, IL

* Donations from Siemens and 
Bristol Myers-Squibb
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First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton praised CCRF as “a remarkable organization that has set

York Times reports that Ukraine’s infant mortal- new standards for international development and humanitarian aid.” Seated behind the First 
ity rate stands at 21 deaths per one thousand live Lady are actor Alec Baldwin and US Senator Frank Lautenberg.

births - nearly three times the European average. #

The factors contributing to these trends are var- First Lady Hillary Rodham ClintOD ACCCptS 
ied and complex, but many health experts are
convinced that Chornobyl is clearly having a
major impact. Preliminary findings from the
European Longitudinal Study on Pregnancy and
Childhood (ELSPAC) have established that
women exposed to Chornobyl fallout are more
likely to experience severe prenatal or birth
complications than Ukrainian women who were
not exposed to Chornobyl. It is noteworthy that
Belarus and Ukraine - the two nations hardest-
hit by Chornobyl fallout are the only two
European nations experiencing such a demo­
graphic freefall.

I
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(New York City) On Monday, April 19th the
Children of Chornobyl Relief Fund held a spe­
cial awards reception honoring the First Lady
Hillary Rodham Clinton for her lifetime ence to recognize the global threat posed by the 
achievement in promoting women’s and chil- Chornobyl accident and to intensify their com-
dren’s health. Despite a harrowing schedule, mitment to aid its victims. “Some of the health
the First Lady came to the Ukrainian Institute of consequences of Chornobyl are well known and
America to accept the award in person and to beyond dispute. Others are just becoming
express her enthusiastic support for the work of apparent....”
CCRF. At the conclusion of the program, the

Speaking to a capacity crowd, the First Brooklyn-based “Prolisok” Ukrainian girls’ 
Lady praised CCRF as a “remarkable organiza- choir under the direction of Andrij Stasiw ren­
tion that has set new standards for international dered several songs by Viktor Petrynenko and
development and humanitarian aid.” “Many other modern composers in honor of the. 
members of Congress and humanitarian experts Chornobyl children. Mrs. Clinton commented 
at the State Department are amazed by how on “the beautiful faces” of these young ladies 
much CCRF has accomplished with such a lean and thanked them for their wonderful singing, 
staff and such a modest budget,” said Mrs. CCRF is thankful to all the patrons,
Clinton. “I have seen with my own eyes and guests and volunteers who helped to make this 
heard with my own ears the impact of your one of our most successful fundraisers ever, 
efforts.” The evening program enabled us to raise over

The First Lady was presented with a 14- $90,000 for our medical mission. The program
inch bronze sculpture of the “Berehynia” (the was cited in a number of news publications, 

protectress), a traditional icon-like image of a
mother holding a child with outstretched arms.
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The Children of Chornobyl Relief Fund is a
humanitarian organization established to protect and 

save the lives of children who confront the human legacy 
of one of the world's worst environmental disasters.
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International Children of Chornobyl Foundation
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