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A BALANCED BUDGET THAT PUTS CHILDREN FIRST
VS. A BUDGET THAT HURTS CHILDREN

-esident Clinton's Balanced Budget Puts Children First. The President's balanced
oudget shows that we can balance the budget, lower the projected debt on our children, and
still value our commitment to invest in their futures. The President's budget cuts overall
discretionary spending by 22% in 2002 in non-priority areas, while still valuing our
commitment to children by strengthening and protecting their health care, education,
nutrition, drinking water, and the safety net for our poorest children.

The Republican Budget Hurts Children. Their budget seeks to pay for a large tax cut and
balance the budget on the backs of our children. The GOP budget slashes important

investments in our children, undermining our need to invest in a more productive America
and our commitment to ensure that every child has a fair shot at the American dream).
v

Eliminates Medicaid coverage for as many as 4 million children in 2002.

Denies 1 million women Healthy Start infant mortality services, affectmg the
births of 74,000 infants each year. =

Raises taxes on the families of more than 23 million children by an average of
$415 in 2002.

Denies Head Start to 180,000 children nationwide in 2002.

Denies 1.1 million children basic and advanced skills in 1996.

Denies more than 23 million students safer, drug free schools.

Denies 50,000 young people the opportunity to serve their communities in 1996.
Could force 32 million children to lose nutritional support in 2002.

Leaves children exposed to hazardous waste by slashing funds to clean hazardous
waste sites nationwide by 36% in 2002.

Denies 404,000 children child care assistance in 2002.

Cuts child protection for abused and neglected children by 19% in 2002.
Eliminates home energy assistance for 6 million children.

Denies assistance to more than 16,000 homeless children.

Forces the families of 3.4 million children to pay more rent.
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violence—as well as unintentional injuries. Dr. Rosenberg is board certified in both psychiatry
and internal medicine, with training in public policy. He has been interested in both
interpersonal violence and suicide and cdited Violence in America: A Public Health Approach.
He also co-wrote the article entitled “Preventing Firearm Violence in and Around Schools.”

Stephen Teret, J.D., M.P.H., is Professor of Health and Public Policy in the Johns Hopkins
School of Public Health. He is the Director of the Johns Hopkins Center for Gun Policy and
Research, and the Co-Director of the Jobns Hopkins Joint Degree Program in Law and Public
Health., Currently, Professor Teret’s work focuses on the understanding and prevention of
violence, with an emphasis on gun policy.

Shay Bilchik is the Administrator of the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention
in the U.S. Department of Justice. As Administrator, Mr. Bilchik is responsible for the agency
congressionally mandated to lead the effort to address the public safety issues of juvenile crime
and youth victimization. Mr. Bilchik has served on mumerous task forces and advisory
committees dealing with juvenile delinquency and drug abuse issues. He was also involved in

the drafting of a number of juvenile justice and child abuse legislative proposals in the State of
Florida. :

William Modzeleski is the Director of the U.S. Department of Education’s Safe and Drug-Free
Schools Program. This Program is the Federal government’s primary vehicle for reducing drug,

alcohol and tobacco use, and violence, through education and prevention activities, in our
Nation’s schools.
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POTUS Questions for Experts ‘ W g ™o M
1. Elicit Data on Schoo)/Youth Viglence S14sYes™

Professor Fox, as one who has committed great energy and expertise to understanding
available data on school violence, and youth violence more generally, what can you tell us about
the data? What are the statistical trends? What do these trends suggest?

2. Elicit Definition.of the Problem

Dr. Prothrow-Stith, what can you tell us about common features of the Jonesboro, West
Paducah and Pear] tragedies? Do these features apply exclusively to the three tragedies which

have brought us together today? Or, do they inform our understanding of the broader problem of
youth and violence?

3. jcit Var se i the Pro

- The Educator’s Perspective: Ms. Stetzner, you experienced a student homicide in the
Montana elementary school where you serve as principal. Were you adequately prepared to deal

with the shooting and its aftermath? What should we be doing to better prepare our educators to
prevent and cope with these types of events?

Coping after Tragedies: Dr. Poland, as an expert on crisis intervention and the team
leader for the victims assistance teams sent to West Paducah and Jonesboro, tell us what is being
done to address the psychological needs of students, families and educators who have witnessed
or been the victims of these tragedies? What else should we be doing?

The Prosccutor’s Perspective: Mr. Backstrom, as a long-time local prosecutor and co-
chair of the National District Attorney Association’s Juvenile Justice Advisory Committece, I
would be interested in your thoughts on how we can and should balance prevention and early
intervention strategies with the need to prosecute youths and hold them accountable for their
crimes? What more should we be doing to make sure that prosecution of juvenile offenders
serves not just the goal of punishment but that of rehabilitation as well?

The Clergy’s Perspective: Reverend Forbes, as the leader of a church with a reputation
for wonderful and creative efforts to provide positive programs for urban youth, I would very

much like to hear your thoughts on what sorts of strategies we should consider in our efforts to
reduce youth violence in America’s cities?

Intervention/Prevention: Mr. Sanchez, your violence prevention and intervention
initiatives at the Boys and Girls Club have proven quite effective. What can you tell us about

those prevention and intervention programs? How can we apply your successes on a broader
scale?
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The Student’s Perspective; Mr. Sanford (Antonio), your participation today is welcome
and crucial, for you bring the young person’s perspective to bear. What do you think could be

donpe to reduce violence among young people? How does the conflict resolution program in
which you participate reduce disputes and violence?

Victim’s Parent Perspective: Mr, Khamisa, you are the parcnt of a child who was killed
by another child. T am so proud of the difficult choice you have made to turn your personal
tragedy into a force for positive change. Please tell us about your Violence I.x?\pact Forum. . What
does this program do to teach young people to make non-violent positive choices to deal with
conflicts?

Student-Based Problem Solving: Mr. Kenney, as a former police officer and university
professor and as the current director of research for the Police Executive Research forum, you
bring a broad perspective to the table. What do you thinks works o make our schools safe?
Why does your model of student-based problem solving work better than metal detectors or
attempts at individual behavior modification?

Mediation: Ms. Povich, as a mediator, you help to manage a peer mediation program

right here in Washington, D.C. Does your program work to reduce youth violence? How does it
work? Are students enthusiastic about participating?

Child Development/Community Policing: Dr. Marans, you are the director of a
fascinating program which brings together clinical and policing interventions. How does your
program work? How do you build the necessary relasonships between police and doctors?

Police Perspective: Chief Ortega, as the Chief of Police in Salt Lake City, you are a
strong believer in commmunity policing. How can community policing help us to address the

issues of youth violence which confront us? Are there steps we can take to improve on
community policing? ‘

Guns: (A) Dr. Rosenberg, as the Director of the National Center for Injury Prevention
and Control, you are well schooled in violence preveation. You have also authored a paper
entitled “Preventing Firearm Violence in and Around Schools.” What conclusions have you
drawn? How should we limit the access of youth to guns?

(B) Professor Teret, you maintain that the essential strategy for preventing the
sorts of fatal shootings which we’re talking about today is to make firearrns unavailable to, or
inoperable by, children? Why do you believe that’s true? How can we bring that about?

The Role of the Federal Government: Mr. Bilchik and Mr. Modzeleski, as the leaders
of the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention and the Safe and Drug Free Schools
Program, respectively, please tell us what your offices arc already doing to reduce violence
among youths? How can the Federal Government improve on its current efforts based on the
wealth of information we have gathered today.
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FROM: Jen Klein, Neera Tanden @ A),f"/‘
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RE: Youth Crime and Prevention

Recent events, legislation on the Hill, and innovative research findings all present an opportunity
for you to engage in the current discourse on juvenile crime and prevention in a number of ways.
We are providing information on the following areas, each of which offers you a different prism
through which to examine this issue:

1. After Jonesboro: Immediate actions you can take in light of the recent tragedy to help find
solutions to this tragedy as well as the problem of school violence overall.

2. S. 10: The progress of the legislation and concerns it raises.

3. Longer term agenda for at-risk issues: Models for crime prevention as well as event ideas to
highlight these models.




































