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Melanne Verveer Asst. to the President and
Chief of Staff to the First Lady

100 OEOB

Washington, DC 20502
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Jackson County Child Care Task Force

% The Job Council ® 673 Market Street ¢ Medford OR 97504 ® (541) 776-5100

December 7, 1998

Melanne Verveer, Ass’t to the President
100 OEOB
Washington, DC 20502

Dear Ms. Verveer,

It is absolutely imperative that the President of the United States hold firm to the commitment to
increase the Child Care Development Block Grant by $20 billion over the next 5 years, and the
$5 billion increase in 21st Century Learning Centers over the next 5 years. These increases must
remain in the proposed FY 2000 budget.

The success of major changes in Welfare to Work initiatives hinges on affordable child care for
the increasing numbers of poor working parents in our society. We must build a society or
capable, literate, and secure children who will become productive citizens when they mature.

We don’t need a nation of “home alone” children vulnerable to the lack of imagination displayed
on our televisions. We need nurtured children who are stimulated by learning, by placing these
children into “doing” activities.

Surely the investment into children can not be forgotten at the expense of an increased military
budget.

Keep this investment in our society a part of the FY 200 budget!

Sincerely,

Dennis Alexander, Chair
Jackson County Child Care Task Force

Community members joining to support and enhance affordable, acce::r@lf, qu_al_ity child care services in Jackson County
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130 Bishop Allen Drive
Cambridge, MA 02139

Business: (617) 5471063 / Fox: (617) 547-3340
hitp:/Mww.ccrcinc.org
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December 4, 1998

100 OEOB
Washington DC 20502

Dear Ms. Verveer,

As you may know, quality child care is of great importance in the daily lives of millions
of children and parents in this country. Because of its importance and the increasing
need for child care, the FY 2000 budget must include a $20 billion (over 5 years)
increase in the Child Care and Development Block Grant. It must also include a $5
billion (over 5 years) increase in 21% Century Leaming Centers. School readiness is
as important as military readiness for building a strong and prepared nation. Our
country will not prosper if the budget focuses on increasing defense at the expense
of investing in children.

Sincerely
ke
Stacey Taylor

Public Policy Specialist

Public Parent Information: (617) 547-9861 / Corporate Parent Information: (617) 547-2982
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Mg, Community Coordinated Child Care (4-C)

Co" 155 N. Third St., Suite 300
-C s DeKalb, IL 60115
Q?\' (815)758-8149 or (800)848-8727

Fax: (815)758-5652

December 3, 1998

Elizabeth Schaffer

Community Coordinated Child Care
155 N. Third St., Ste. 300

DeKalb, IL 60115

Ms. Melanne Verveer

Asst. to the President and Chief of Staif to the First Lady
100 OEOB

Washington, DC 20502

Dear Ms. Verveer:

| understand things are a little topsy-turvy at the White House right now, but | feel
there is an issue that requires President Clinton’s full commitment.

The FY2000 budget must include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in the
Child Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion (over 5 years)
increase in 21st Century Learning Centers. School readiness is as important as
military readiness for building a strong and prepared nation. Our country will not
prosper if the budget focuses on increasing defense at the expense of investing
in children.

This initiative will provide children with the opportunity to start school on a level
playing field, greatly increasing their chances for school success.

Please consult with President Clinton and the First Lady on this most important
issue. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Elizabeth Schaffer
Parent Educator
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QUINCY AFTER-SCHOOL CHILD CARE, INC.

P.O. Box 697482 ¢ Quincy, MA 02269 « (617) 773-3299 « Fax (617) 773-4265

December 2, 1998

Melanne Verveer
100 OEOB
Washingon, DC 20502

Dear Ms. Verveer:

Quincy After School Child Care is a not-for-profit organization in a large city
south of Boston. We provide after school, extended day kindergarten and vacation
programs to three hundred and fifty children in Quincy and the surrounding area. We
are always looking for funding opportunities through government grant programs.
Unfortunately there are not enough funds to get to all the child care organizations that
need them to assist in providing quality after school programs.

The Fiscal Year 2000 budget must include a $20 billion increase over five years
in the Child Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion increase over five
years in the 21st Century Learning Centers. School readiness is as important as
military readiness for building a strong and prepared nation. Our country will not
prosper if the budget focuses on increasing defense at the expense of investing in
children.

Thank you for your assistance in the pursuit of healthy, safe and loved children
across America.

Sincerely,

fombeely (D~

Kimberly Cooper
Assistant Director















Melanne\Verjreer

Asst. To resident and Chief of Staff to the First Lady
100 OEOB
Washington DC 20502

December 3, 1998

Dear Ms. Verveer,

One of the reasons I voted for President Clinton was that he seemed to understand social issues
and was willing to listen to the people living with them. I was pleased to realize that the First
Lady shared this quality, and I trust that the White House will listen now to parents, child care
professionals and anyone concemed with the future of our nation when it applies to increased
funding for child care. The FY2000 budget must include a $20 billion increase over 5 years in
the Child Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion increase over S years in 21st
Century Learning Centers.

Our fiscal commitment to child care will help everyone recognize the vital role quality early
child care and education programs have as the foundation for education. Our nation cannot be
truly strong without a well educated population. Early child care and education programs also
help young children learn the social skills that contribute greatly to both personal and
professional success. Parents are certainly the most important first teachers in a child’s life, but
many parents work and need to entrust their children to qualified professionals in safe, reliable
learning environments. Even at-home parents need support when it comes to educating their
children. All of society benefits when every child is well cared for and educated from birth.

[ urge the White House to remember two famous sayings when the budget priorities are being
decided: It is more cost effective to build a healthy child than to repair a dysfunctional adult
and It takes a village to raise a child. 1’d like to add: ...and the village needs adequate
financial resources to raise that healthy child!

Sincerely,

Leslie Abrahamson






























































































































































