
1/5/99

Melanne

If you have any questions, please give me a call.

Alice

Enclosed are copies of some, but not all, of the letters that 
have been sent to you as part of the mass-mailing campaign in 
regard to child-care funding and the FY2000 budget.

Some of the letters you received have already been sent to OMB. 
The enclosed letters were ready to be sent over and I have given 
the originals to Agency Liaison and asked that they continue to 
send them to OMB.

As is our policy with mass-mailings in regard to federal 
government proposals, we have sent the letters to Agency Liaison 
and asked that they be delivered to the appropriate government 
agency - in this case, OMB. My understanding is that the 
designated agency is expected to tally the letters and send a 
response as appropriate.
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Chicago Commons
C/0 Bonnie Kisielewski 
915 N. Wolcott
Chicago, II. 60622

nwp

Ms. Melanne Verveer
Asst. To the President and Cheif of Staff to 
the First Lady
100 OEOB
Washington, D.C. 20502
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December?, 1998

years) increase in 21st Century Learning 
readiness is an important as military readi

of investing in children. Please do not abandon working

/ *’

Sincerely,
i
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Dear Ms. Melanie Vereer,
■

I am writing to voice my concern about the President’s 
commitment to increase child care funding. Child Care and 
after school programs are a major necessity for children 
and working families. Child care programs offer a safe place 
for education and socialization while their parents are 
working. It is essential that the FY2000 budget must 
include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in the Child 
Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion (over 5 
years) increase in 21st Century Learning Centers. School 
readiness is an important as military readiness for building a 
strong and prepared nation. Our country will riot prosper if 
the budget focuses on increasing defense at the expense

families! Thank you
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?■

Sincerely,>

Dear Ms. Melanie Vereer,

I am writing to voice my concern about the President’s 
commitment to increase child care funding. Child Care and 
after school programs are a major necessity for children 
and working families. Child care programs offer a safe place 
for education and socialization while their parents are 
working. It is essential that the FY2000 budget must 
include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in the Child 
Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion (over 5 
years) increase in 21st Century Learning Centers. School 
readiness is an important as military readiness for building a 
strong and prepared nation. Our country will not prosper if 
the budget focuses on increasing defense at the expense 
of investing in children. Please do not abandon working 
families! Thank you.
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years) increase in 21st Century Learning Centers. School 
readiness is an important as military readiness for building a

Sincerely,f
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strong and prepared nation. Our country will not prosper if 
the budget focuses on increasing defense at the expense 
of investing in children. Please do not abandon working 
families! Thank you.

Dear Ms. Melanie Vereer,

■

I am writing to voice my concern about the President’s 
commitment to increase child care funding. Child Care and 
after school programs are a major necessity for children 
and working families. Child care programs offer a safe place 
for education and socialization while their parents are 
working. It is essential that the FY2000 budget must 
include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in the Child 
Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion (over 5
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Dear Ms. Melanie Vereer,

Sincerely,

I am writing to voice my concern about the President’s 
commitment to increase child care funding. Child Care and 
after school programs are a major necessity for children 
and working families. Child care programs offer a safe place 
for education and socialization while their parents are 
working. It is essential that the FY2000 budget must 
include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in the Child 
Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion ( over 5 
years) increase in 21st Century Learning Centers. School 
readiness is an important as military readiness for building a 
strong and prepared nation. Our country will not prosper if 
the budget focuses on increasing defense at the expense 
of investing in children. Please do not abandon working 
families! Thank you.
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Dear Ms. Melanie Vereer,

Sincerely,

I am writing to voice my concern about the President’s 
commitment to increase child care funding. Child Care and 
after school programs are a major necessity for children 
and working families. Child care programs offer a safe place 
for education and socialization while their parents are 
working. It is essential that the FY2000 budget must 
include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in the Child 
Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion ( over 5 
years) increase in 21st Century Learning Centers. School 
readiness is an important as military readiness for building a 
strong and prepared nation. Our country will not prosper if 
the budget focuses on increasing defense at the expense 
of investing in children. Please do not abandon working 
families! Thank you.
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Dear Ms. Melanie Vereer,

Sincerely,

fl/

I am writing to voice my concern about the President’s 
commitment to increase child care funding. Child Care and 
after school programs are a major necessity for children 
and working families. Child care programs offer a safe place 
for education and socialization while their parents are 
working. It is essential that the FY2000 budget must 
include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in the Child 
Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion ( over 5 
years) increase in 21st Century Learning Centers. School 
readiness is an important as military readiness for building a 
strong and prepared nation. Our country will not prosper if 
the budget focuses on increasing defense at the expense 
of investing in children. Please do not abandon working 
families! Thank you.
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Dear Ms. Melanie Vereer,

Sincerely,

■i

.
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I am writing to voice my concern about the President’s 
commitment to increase child care funding. Child Care and 
after school programs are a major necessity for children 
and working families. Child care programs offer a safe place 
for education and socialization while their parents are 
working. It is essential that the FY2000 budget must 
include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in the Child 
Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion (over 5 
years) increase in 21st Century Learning Centers. School 
readiness is an important as military readiness for building a 
strong and prepared nation. Our country will not prosper if 
the budget focuses on increasing defense at the expense 
of investing in children. Please do not abandon working 
families! Thank you.
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Dear Ms. Melanie Vereer,

years) increase in 21st Century Learning Centers. School 
readiness is an important as military readiness for building a

-

Sincerely,

f.l

5 i1'

strong and prepared nation. Our country will not prosper if 
the budget focuses on increasing defense at the expense 
of investing in children. Please do not abandon working 
families! Thank you.

I am writing to voice my concern about the President’s 
commitment to increase child care funding. Child Care and 
after school programs are a major necessity for children

wt

and working families. Child care programs offer a safe place 
for education and socialization while their parents are 
working. It is essential that the FY2000 budget must 
include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in the Child
Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion (over 5

\ ■« > X'X J I •   - — _ /"X _ _ — I
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Sincerely,

«

Dear Ms. Melanie Vereer,

I am writing to voice my concern about the President’s 
commitment to increase child care funding. Child Care and 
after school programs are a major necessity for children 
and working families. Child care programs offer a safe place 
for education and socialization while their parents are 
working, t is essential that the FY2000 budget must 
include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in the Child 
Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion ( over 5 
years) increase in 21st Century Learning Centers. School 
readiness is an important as military readiness for building a 
strong and prepared nation. Our country will not prosper if 
the budget focuses on increasing defense at the expense 
of investing in children. Please do not abandon working 
families! Thank you.

/
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Sincerely,

Dear Ms. Melanie Vereer,

I am writing to voice my concern about the President’s 
commitment to increase child care funding. Child Care and 
after school programs are a major necessity for children 
and working families. Child care programs offer a safe place 
for education and socialization while their parents are 
working. It is essential that the FY2000 budget must 
include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in the Child 
Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion ( over 5 
years) increase in 21st Century Learning Centers. School 
readiness is an important as military readiness for building a 
strong and prepared nation. Our country will not prosper if 
the budget focuses on increasing defense at the expense 
of investing in children. Please do not abandon working 
families! Thank you.
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Dear Ms. Melanie Vereer,

years) increase in 21st Century Learning Centers. School 
readiness is an important as military readiness for building a

Sincerely,

strong and prepared nation. Our country will not prosper if 
the budget focuses on increasing defense at the expense 
of investing in children: Please do not abandon working 
families! Thank you.

I am writing to voice my concern about the President’s 
commitment to increase child care funding. Child Care and 
after school programs are a major necessity for children
and working families. Child care programs offer a safe place 
for education and socialization while their parents are 
working. It is essential that the FY2000 budget must 
include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in the Child 
Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion ( over 5 
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Dear Ms. Melanie Vereer,

6°
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I am writing to voice my concern about the President’s 
commitment to increase child care funding. Child Care and 
after school programs are a major necessity for children 
and working families. Child care programs offer a safe place 
for education and socialization while their parents are 
working. It is essential that the FY2000 budget must 
include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in the Child 
Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion ( over 5 
years) increase in 21st Century Learning Centers. School 
readiness is an important as military readiness for building a 
strong and prepared nation. Our country will not prosper if 
the budget focuses on increasing defense at the expense 
of investing in children. Please do not abandon working 
families’ Thank you.

Sincerely,

?Z|, \
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Dear Ms. Melanie Vereer,

Sincerely,

I am writing to voice my concern about the President’s 
commitment to increase child care funding. Child Care and 
after school programs are a major necessity for children 
and working families. Child care programs offer a safe place 
for education and socialization while their parents are 
working. It is essential that the FY2000 budget must 
include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in the Child 
Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion ( over 5 
years) increase in 21st Century Learning Centers. School 
readiness is an important as military readiness for building a 
strong and prepared nation. Our country will not prosper if 
the budget focuses on increasing defense at the expense 
of investing in children. Please do not abandon working 
families! Thank you.
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Dear Ms. Melanie Vereer,

Sincerely,

I am writing to voice my concern about the President’s 
commitment to increase child care funding. Child Care and 
after school programs are a major necessity for children 
and working families. Child care programs offer a safe place 
for education and socialization while their parents are 
working. It is essential that the FY2000 budget must 
include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in the Child 
Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion ( over 5 
years) increase in 21st Century Learning Centers. School 
readiness is an important as military readiness for building a 
strong and prepared nation. Our country will not prosper if 
the budget focuses on increasing defense at the expense 
of investing in children. Please do not abandon working 
families! Thank you.

N L
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Dear Ms. Melanie Vereer,

Sincerely,

5
J
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I am writing to voice my concern about the President’s 
commitment to increase child care funding. Child Care and 
after school programs are a major necessity for children 
and working families. Child care programs offer a safe place 
for education and socialization while their parents are 
working, t is essential that the FY2000 budget must 
include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in the Child 
Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion ( over 5 
years) increase in 21st Century Learning Centers. School 
readiness is an important as military readiness for building a 
strong and prepared nation. Our country will not prosper if 
the budget focuses on increasing defense at the expense 
of investing in children. Please do not abandon working 
families! Thank you.
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Dear Ms. Melanie Vereer,

Sincerely,

/ Cf /O !AJ OI-//C7

I am writing to voice my concern about the President’s 
commitment to increase child care funding. Child Care and 
after school programs are a major necessity for children 
and working families. Child care programs offer a safe place 
for education and socialization while their parents are 
working. It is essential that the FY2000 budget must 
include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in the Child 
Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion ( over 5 
years) increase in 21st Century Learning Centers. School 
readiness is an important as military readiness for building a 
strong and prepared nation. Our country will not prosper if 
the budget focuses on increasing defense at the expense 
of investing in children. Please do not abandon working 
families! Thank you.
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Dear Ms. Melanie Vereer,

Sincerely,

aJ- Much
CJ^ica^o j -L.C-

I am writing to voice my concern about the President’s 
commitment to increase child care funding. Child Care and 
after school programs are a major necessity for children 
and working families. Child care programs offer a safe place 
for education and socialization while their parents are 
working. It is essential that the FY2000 budget must 
include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in the Child 
Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion ( over 5 
years) increase in 21st Century Learning Centers. School 
readiness is an important as military readiness for building a 
strong and prepared nation. Our country will not prosper if 
the budget focuses on increasing defense at the expense 
of investing in children. Please do not abandon working 
families! Thank you.
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Dear Ms. Melanie Vereer,

Sincerely,

I am writing to voice my concern about the President’s 
commitment to increase child care funding. Child Care and 
after school programs are a major necessity for children 
and working families. Child care programs offer a safe place 
for education and socialization while their parents are 
working. It is essential that the FY2000 budget must 
include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in the Child 
Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion ( over 5 
years) increase in 21st Century Learning Centers. School 
readiness is an important as military readiness for building a 
strong and prepared nation. Our country will not prosper if 
the budget focuses on increasing defense at the expense 
of investing in children. Please do not abandon working 
families! Thank you.
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Dear Ms. Melanie Vereer,

Sincerely,

\

/

I am writing to voice my concern about the President’s 
commitment to increase child care funding. Child Care and 
after school programs are a major necessity for children 
and working families. Child care programs offer a safe place 
for education and socialization while their parents are 
working. It is essential that the FY2000 budget must 
include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in the Child 
Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion ( over 5 
years) increase in 21st Century Learning Centers. School 
readiness is an important as military readiness for building a 
strong and prepared nation. Our country will not prosper if 
the budget focuses on increasing defense at the expense 
of investing in children. Please do not abandon working 
families! Thank you.
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Dear Ms. Melanie Vereer,

Qa.

I am writing to voice my concern about the President’s 
commitment to increase child care funding. Child Care and 
after school programs are a major necessity for children 
and working families. Child care programs offer a safe place 
for education and socialization while their parents are 
working. It is essential that the FY2000 budget must 
include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in the Child 
Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion (over 5 
years) increase in 21st Century Learning Centers. School 
readiness is an important as military readiness for building a 
strong and prepared nation. Our country will not prosper if 
the budget focuses on increasing defense at the expense 
of investing in children. Please do not abandon working 
families! Thank you.

Sincerely,
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Dear Ms. Melanie Vereer,

Sincerely,

■
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I am writing to voice my concern about the President’s 
commitment to increase child care funding. Child Care and 
after school programs are a major necessity for children
and working families. Child care programs offer a safe place 
for education and socialization while their parents are 
working. It is essential that the FY2000 budget must 
include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in the Child 
Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion (over 5 
years) increase in 21st Century Learning Centers. School 
readiness is an important as military readiness for building a 
strong and prepared nation. Our country will not prosper if 
the budget focuses on increasing defense at the expense 
of investing in children. Please do not abandon working 
families! Thank you.

w
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Dear Ms. Melanie Vereer,

Sincerely,

j aJ

I am writing to voice my concern about the President’s 
commitment to increase child care funding. Child Care and 
after school programs are a major necessity for children 
and working families. Child care programs offer a safe place 
for education and socialization while their parents are 
working. It is essential that the FY2000 budget must 
include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in the Child 
Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion ( over 5 
years) increase in 21st Century Learning Centers. School 
readiness is an important as military readiness for building a 
strong and prepared nation. Our country will not prosper if 
the budget focuses on increasing defense at the expense 
of investing in children. Please do not abandon working 
families! Thank you.



December?, 1998

Dear Ms. Melanie Vereer,

Sincerely,

I am writing to voice my concern about the President’s 
commitment to increase child care funding. Child Care and 
after school programs are a major necessity for children 
and working families. Child care programs offer a safe place 
for education and socialization while their parents are 
working. It is essential that the FY2000 budget must 
include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in the Child 
Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion ( over 5 
years) increase in 21st Century Learning Centers. School 
readiness is an important as military readiness for building a 
strong and prepared nation. Our country will not prosper if 
the budget focuses on increasing defense at the expense 
of investing in children. Please do not abandon working 
families! Thank you.
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Dear Ms. Melanie Vereer,

and working families. Child care programs offer a safe place 
for education and socialization while their parents are

I am writing to voice my concern about the President’s 
commitment to increase child care funding. Child Care and 
after school programs are a major necessity for children 

working. It is essential that the FY2000 budget must 
include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in the Child 
Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion (over 5 
years) increase in 21st Century Learning Centers. School 
readiness is an important as military readiness for building a 
strong and prepared nation. Our country will not prosper if 
the budget focuses on increasing defense at the expense 
of investing in children. Please do not abandon working 
families! Thank you.

Sincerely,



December?, 1998

Dear Ms. Melanie Vereer,

r
Sincerely,

■ ■■
■■

I am writing to voice my concern about the President’s 
commitment to increase child care funding. Child Care and 
after school programs are a major necessity for children 
and working families. Child care programs offer a safe place 
for education and socialization while their parents are 
working. It is essential that the FY2000 budget must 
include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in the Child 
Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion ( over 5 
years) increase in 21st Century Learning Centers. School 
readiness is an important as military readiness for.building a 
strong and prepared nation. Our country will not prosper if 
the budget focuses on increasing defense at the expense 
of investing in children. Please do not abandon working 
families! Thank you.
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Dear Ms. Melanie Vereer,

Sincerely,

I am writing to voice my concern about the President’s 
commitment to increase child care funding. Child Care and 
after school programs are a major necessity for children 
and working families. Child care programs offer a safe place 
for education and socialization while their parents are 
working. It is essential that the FY2000 budget must 
include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in the Child 
Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion (over 5 
years) increase in 21st Century Learning Centers. School 
readiness is an important as military readiness for building a 
strong and prepared nation.’ Our country will not prosper if 
the budget focuses on increasing defense at the expense 
of investing in children. Please do not abandon working 
families! Thank you.
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Dear Ms. Melanie Vereer,

Sincerely,

■

I am writing to voice my concern about the President’s 
commitment to increase child care funding. Child Care and 
after school programs are a major necessity for children 
and working families. Child care programs offer a safe place 
for education and socialization while their parents are 
working, t is essential that the FY2000 budget must 
include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in the Child 
Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion (over 5 
years) increase in 21st Century Learning Centers. School 
readiness is an important as military readiness for building a 
strong and prepared nation. Our country will not prosper if 
the budget focuses on increasing defense at the expense 
of investing in children. Please do not abandon working 
families! Thank you.
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Dear Ms. Melanie Vereer,

Sincerely,

/u

I am writing to voice my concern about the President’s 
commitment to increase child care funding. Child Care and 
after school programs are a major necessity for children 
and working families. Child care programs offer a safe place 
for education and socialization while their parents are 
working. It is essential that the FY2000 budget must 
include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in the Child 
Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion ( over 5 
years) increase in 21st Century Learning Centers. School 
readiness is an important as military readiness for building a 
strong and prepared nation. Our country will not prosper if 
the budget focuses on increasing defense at the expense 
of investing in children. Please do not abandon working 
families! Thank you.
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Dear Ms. Melanie Vereer,

Sincerely,

I am writing to voice my concern about the President’s 
commitment to increase child care funding. Child Care and 
after school programs are a major necessity for children 
and working families. Child care programs offer a safe place 
for education and socialization while their parents are 
working. It is essential that the FY2000 budget must 
include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in the Child 
Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion ( over 5 
years) increase in 21st Century Learning Centers. School 
readiness is an important as military readiness for building a 
strong and prepared nation. Our country will not prosper if 
the budget focuses on increasing defense at the expense 
of investing in children. Please do not abandon working 
families! Thank you.
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Dear Ms. Melanie Vereer,

Sincerely,

I am writing to voice my concern about the President’s 
commitment to increase child care funding. Child Care and 
after school programs are a major necessity for children 
and working families. Child care programs offer a safe place 
for education and socialization while their parents are 
working. It is essential that the FY2000 budget must 
include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in the Child 
Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion ( over 5 
years) increase in 21st Century Learning Centers. School 
readiness is an important as military readiness for building a 
strong and prepared nation. Our country will not prosper if 
the budget focuses on increasing defense at the expense 
of investing in children. Please do not abandon working 
families! Thank you.
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Dear Ms. Melanie Vereer,

Sincerely,

I am writing to voice my concern about the President’s 
commitment to increase child care funding. Child Care and 
after school programs are a major necessity for children 
and working families. Child care programs offer a safe place 
for education and socialization while their parents are 
working. It is essential that the FY2000 budget must 
include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in the Child 
Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion ( over 5 
years) increase in 21st Century Learning Centers. School 
readiness is an important as military readiness for building a 
strong and prepared nation. Our country will not prosper if 
the budget focuses on increasing defense at the expense 
of investing in children. Please do not abandon working 
families! Thank you.



December 7, 1998

Dear Ms. Melanie Vereer,

Sincerely,

I am writing to voice my concern about the President’s 
commitment to increase child care funding. Child Care and 
after school programs are a major necessity for children 
and working families. Child care programs offer.a safe place 
for education and socialization while their parents are 
working. It is essential that the FY2000 budget must 
include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in the Child 
Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion ( over 5 
years) increase in 21st Century Learning Centers. School 
readiness is an important as military readiness for building a 
strong and prepared nation. Our country will not prosper if 
the budget focuses on increasing defense at the expense 
of investing in children. Please do not abandon working 
families! Thank you.



December?, 1998

Dear Ms. Melanie Vereer,

Sincerely,

I am writing to voice my concern about the President’s 
commitment to increase child care funding. Child Care and 
after school programs are a major necessity for children 
and working families. Child care programs offer a safe place 
for education and socialization while their parents are 
working. It is essential that the FY2000 budget must 
include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in the Child 
Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion ( over 5 
years) increase in 21st Century Learning Centers. School 
readiness is an important as military readiness for building a 
strong and prepared nation. Our country will not prosper if 
the budget focuses on increasing defense at the expense 
of investing in children. Please do not abandon working 
families! Thank you.
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Dear Ms. Melanie Vereer,

Sincerely,

(2a.

■

I am writing to voice my concern about the President’s 
commitment to increase child care funding. Child Care and 
after school programs are a major necessity for children 
and working families. Child care programs offer a safe place 
for education and socialization while their parents are 
working. It is essential that the FY2000 budget must 
include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in the Child 
Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion (over 5 
years) increase in 21st Century Learning Centers. School 
readiness is an important as military readiness for building a 
strong and prepared nation. Our country will not prosper if 
the budget focuses on increasing defense at the expense 
of investing in children. Please do not abandon working 
families! Thank you.

8n M mo /(o 
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Sincerely,

-J
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Dear Ms. Melanie Vereer,

I am writing to voice my concern about the President’s 
commitment to increase child care funding. Child Care and 
after school programs are a major necessity for children 
and working families. Child care programs offer a safe place 
for education and socialization while their parents are 
working. It is essential that the FY2000 budget must 
include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in the Child 
Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion (over 5 
years) increase in 21st Century Learning Centers. School 
readiness is an important as military readiness for building a 
strong and prepared nation. Our country will not prosper if 
the budget focuses on increasing defense at the expense 
of investing in children. Please do not abandon working 
families! Thank you.



December?, 1998

Sincere!

Dear Ms. Melanie Vereer,

I am writing to voice my concern about the President’s 
commitment to increase child care funding. Child Care and 
after school programs are a major necessity for children 
and working families. Child care programs offer a safe place 
for education and socialization while their parents are 
working. It is essential that the FY2000 budget must 
include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in the Child 
Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion (over 5 
years) increase in 21st Century Learning Centers. School 
readiness is an important as military readiness for building a 
strong and prepared nation. Our country will not prosper if 
the budget focuses on increasing defense at the expense 
families^Than^you1"60’ P*eaSe d° nOt abandon work^g
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December 7, 1998

child(ren) in child care.

Concerned Parent,

So, please don’t forget our children, they are our future. Children should 
always be FIRST.

This letter is to make you aware of how important child care is. What 
will happen to our children without quality care?

The FY 2000 budget must include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in 
the Child Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion (over 5 years) 
increase in 21st Century Learning Centers School readiness is as 
important as military readiness for building a strong and prepared nation. 
Our country will not prosper if the budget focuses on increasing defense 
at the expense of investing in children.

Ms. Melanne Verveer
Assistant to the President and Chief of Staff to the First Lady
100 OEOB
Washington, DC. 20502

Nia Family Center
Chicago Commons
744 N. Monticell
Chicago, Illinois 60624
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December 7, 1998

I have 3^- child(ren) in child care.

Concerned Parent

So, please don’t forget our children, they are our future. Children should 
always be FIRST.

This letter is to make you aware of how important child care is. What 
will happen to our children without quality care?

The FY 2000 budget must include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in 
the Child Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion (over 5 years) 
increase in 21st Century Learning Centers School readiness is as 
important as military readiness for building a strong and prepared nation. 
Our country will not prosper if the budget focuses on increasing defense 
at the expense of investing in children.

Nia Family Center
Chicago Commons
744 N. Monticell
Chicago, Illinois 60624

Ms. Melanne Verveer
Assistant to the President and Chief of Staff to the First Lady
1 00 OEOB
Washington, DC. 20502
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December 7, 1998

1I have child(ren) in child care.

Concerned

So, please don’t forget our children, they are our future. Children should 
always be FIRST.

This letter is to make you aware of how important child care is. What 
will happen to our children without quality care?

The FY 2000 budget must include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in 
the Child Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion (over 5 years) 
increase in 21st Century Learning Centers School readiness is as 
important as military readiness for building a strong and prepared nation. 
Our country will not prosper if the budget focuses on increasing defense 
at the expense of investing in children.

Nia Family Center
Chicago Commons
744 N. Monticell
Chicago, Illinois 60624

Ms. Melanne Verveer
Assistant to the President and Chief of Staff to the First Lady
100 OEOB
Washington, DC. 20502

ent,



December 7, 1998

o child(ren) in child care.I have

Concerned Parent,1

So, please don’t forget our children, they are our future. Children should 
always be FIRST.

This letter is to make you aware of how important child care is. What 
will happen to our children without quality care?

The FY 2000 budget must include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in 
the Child Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion (over 5 years) 
increase in 21st Century Learning Centers School readiness is as 
important as military readiness for building a strong and prepared nation. 
Our country will not prosper if the budget focuses on increasing defense 
at the expense of investing in children.

Nia Family Center
Chicago Commons
744 N. Monticell
Chicago, Illinois 60624

Ms. Melanne Verveer
Assistant to the President and Chief of Staff to the First Lady
100 OEOB
Washington, DC. 20502



December 7, 1998

<_ child(ren) in child care.

Concerned Parent,

This letter is to make you aware of how important child care is. What 
will happen to our children without quality care?

So, please don’t forget our children, they are our future. Children should 
always be FIRST.

The FY 2000 budget must include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in 
the Child Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion (over 5 years) 
increase in 21st Century Learning Centers School readiness is as 
important as military readiness for building a strong and prepared nation. 
Our country will not prosper if the budget focuses on increasing defense 
at the expense of investing in children.

Nia Family Center
Chicago Commons
744 N. Monticell
Chicago, Illinois 60624

Ms. Melanne Verveer
Assistant to the President and Chief of Staff to the First Lady
100 OEOB
Washington, DC. 20502



December 7, 1 998

I have child(ren) in child care.

Concerned Parent,

The FY 2000 budget must include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in 
the Child Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion (over 5 years) 
increase in 21st Century Learning Centers School readiness is as 
important as military readiness for building a strong and prepared nation. 
Our country will not prosper if the budget focuses on increasing defense 
at the expense of investing in children.

This letter is to make you aware of how important child care is. What 
will happen to our children without quality care?

Ms. Melanne Verveer
Assistant to the President and Chief of Staff to the First Lady
100 OEOB
Washington, DC. 20502

Nia Family Center
Chicago Commons
744 N. Monticell
Chicago, Illinois 60624

Nia Family Center

So, please don’t forget our children, they are our future. Children should 
always be FIRST.

o



December 7, 1 998

hild(ren) in child care.I have L

Concerned Parent

So, please don’t forget our children, they are our future. Children should 
always be FIRST.

This letter is to make you aware of how important child care is. What 
will happen to our children without quality care?

The FY 2000 budget must include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in 
the Child Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion (over 5 years) 
increase in 21st Century Learning Centers School readiness is as 
important as military readiness for building a strong and prepared nation. 
Our country will not prosper if the budget focuses on increasing defense 
at the expense of investing in children.

Nia Family Center
Chicago Commons
744 N. Monticell
Chicago, Illinois 60624

Ms. Melanne Verveer
Assistant to the President and Chief of Staff to the First Lady
100 OEOB
Washington, DC. 20502



December 7, 1998

L child(ren) in child care.I have

Concerned Parent,

This letter is to make you aware of how important child care is. What 
will happen to our children without quality care?

The FY 2000 budget must include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in 
the Child Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion (over 5 years) 
increase in 21st Century Learning Centers School readiness is as 
important as military readiness for building a strong and prepared nation. 
Our country will not prosper if the budget focuses on increasing defense 
at the expense of investing in children.

Nia Family Center
Chicago Commons
744 N. Monticell
Chicago, Illinois 60624

Ms. Melanne Verveer
Assistant to the President and Chief of Staff to the First Lady
100 OEOB
Washington, DC. 20502

So, please don’t forget our children, they are our future. Children should 
always be FIRST.



December 7, 1998

Concerned Parent,

This letter is to make you aware of how important child care is. What 
will happen to our children without quality care?

The FY 2000 budget must include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in 
the Child Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion (over 5 years) 
increase in 21st Century Learning Centers School readiness is as 
important as military readiness for building a strong and prepared nation. 
Our country will not prosper if the budget focuses on increasing defense 
at the expense of investing in children.

Nia Family Center
Chicago Commons
744 N. Monticell
Chicago, Illinois 60624

Ms. Melanne Verveer
Assistant to the President and Chief of Staff to the First Lady
100 OEOB
Washington, DC. 20502

So, please don’t forget our children, they are our future. Children should 
always be FIRST.

I have  _z__  child(ren) in child care.



December 7, 1 998

child(ren) in child care.I have

Concerned Parent,

This letter is to make you aware of how important child care is. What 
will happen to our children without quality care?

So, please don’t forget our children, they are our future. Children should 
always be FIRST.

The FY 2000 budget must include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in 
the Child Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion (over 5 years) 
increase in 21st Century Learning Centers School readiness is as 
important as military readiness for building a strong and prepared nation. 
Our country will not prosper if the budget focuses on increasing defense 
at the expense of investing in children.

Nia Family Center
Chicago Commons
744 N. Monticell
Chicago, Illinois 60624

Ms. Melanne Verveer
Assistant to the President and Chief of Staff to the First Lady
100 OEOB
Washington, DC. 20502



December 7, 1 998

child(ren) in child care.I have

Concerned Parent,
c 7

This letter is to make you aware of how important child care is. What 
will happen to our children without quality care?

The FY 2000 budget must include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in 
the Child Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion (over 5 years) 
increase in 21st Century Learning Centers School readiness is as 
important as military readiness for building a strong and prepared nation. 
Our country will not prosper if the budget focuses on increasing defense 
at the expense of investing in children.

So, please don’t forget our children, they are our future. Children should 
always be FIRST.

Ms. Melanne Verveer
Assistant to the President and Chief of Staff to the First Lady
100 OEOB
Washington, DC. 20502

Nia Family Center
Chicago Commons
744 N. Monticell
Chicago, Illinois 60624



December 7, 1998

child(ren) in child care.I have 

Concerned Parent,

This letter is to make you aware of how important child care is. What 
will happen to our children without quality care?

So, please don’t forget our children, they are our future. Children should 
always be FIRST.

The FY 2000 budget must include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in 
the Child Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion (over 5 years) 
increase in 21st Century Learning Centers School readiness is as 
important as military readiness for building a strong and prepared nation. 
Our country will not prosper if the budget focuses on increasing defense 
at the expense of investing in children.

Nia Family Center
Chicago Commons
744 N. Monticell
Chicago, Illinois 60624

Ms. Melanne Verveer
Assistant to the President and Chief of Staff to the First Lady
100 OEOB
Washington, DC. 20502



December 7, 1 998

Concerned Parent,

This letter is to make you aware of how important child care is. What 
will happen to our children without quality care?

The FY 2000 budget must include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in 
the Child Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion (over 5 years) 
increase in 21st Century Learning Centers School readiness is as 
important as military readiness for building a strong and prepared nation. 
Our country will not prosper if the budget focuses on increasing defense 
at the expense of investing in children.

Nia Family Center
Chicago Commons
744 N. Monticell
Chicago, Illinois 60624

Ms. Melanne Verveer
Assistant to the President and Chief of Staff to the First Lady
100 OEOB
Washington, DC. 20502

/

So, please don’t forget our children, they are our future. Children should 
always be FIRST.

I have child(ren) in child care.



December 7, 1 998

I have ___^2  child(ren) in child care.

This letter is to make you aware of how important child care is. What 
will happen to our children without quality care?

So, please don’t forget our children, they are our future. Children should 
always be FIRST.

The FY 2000 budget must include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in 
the Child Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion (over 5 years) 
increase in 21st Century Learning Centers School readiness is as 
important as military readiness for building a strong and prepared nation. 
Our country will not prosper if the budget focuses on increasing defense 
at the expense of investing in children.

Ms. Melanne Verveer
Assistant to the President and Chief of Staff to the First Lady
100 OEOB
Washington, DC. 20502

Nia Family Center
Chicago Commons
744 N. Monticell
Chicago, Illinois 60624

Concerned Parents



December 7, 1 998

4 child(ren) in child care.I have 

Concerned Parent,

So, please don’t forget our children, they are our future. Children should 
always be FIRST.

The FY 2000 budget must include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in 
the Child Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion (over 5 years) 
increase in 21st Century Learning Centers School readiness is as 
important as military readiness for building a strong and prepared nation. 
Our country will not prosper if the budget focuses on increasing defense 
at the expense of investing in children.

This letter is to make you aware of how important child care is. What 
will happen to our children without quality care?

Ms. Melanne Verveer
Assistant to the President and Chief of Staff to the First Lady
100 OEOB
Washington, DC. 20502

Nia Family Center
Chicago Commons
744 N. Monticell
Chicago, Illinois 60624



December 7, 1998

L child(ren) in child care.I have

Concerned Parent,

So, please don’t forget our children, they are our future. Children should 
always be FIRST.

This letter is to make you aware of how important child care is. What 
will happen to our children without quality care?

The FY 2000 budget must include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in 
the Child Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion (over 5 years) 
increase in 21st Century Learning Centers School readiness is as 
important as military readiness for building a strong and prepared nation. 
Our country will not prosper if the budget focuses on increasing defense 
at the expense of investing in children.

Ms. Melanne Verveer
Assistant to the President and Chief of Staff to the First Lady
100 OEOB
Washington, DC. 20502

Nia Family Center
Chicago Commons
744 N. Monticell
Chicago, Illinois 60624



December 7, 1998

child(ren) in child care.I have 

Concerned Parent,

This letter is to make you aware of how important child care is. What 
will happen to our children without quality care?

The FY 2000 budget must include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in 
the Child Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion (over 5 years) 
increase in 21st Century Learning Centers School readiness is as 
important as military readiness for building a strong and prepared nation. 
Our country will not prosper if the budget focuses on increasing defense 
at the expense of investing in children.

So, please don’t forget our children, they are our future. Children should 
always be FIRST.

Ms. Melanne Verveer
Assistant to the President and Chief of Staff to the First Lady
100 OEOB
Washington, DC. 20502

Nia Family Center
Chicago Commons
744 N. Monticell
Chicago, Illinois 60624



December 7, 1998

I have /
child(ren) in child care.

Concerned Parent,

✓

So, please don’t forget our children, they are our future. Children should 
always be FIRST.

This letter is to make you aware of how important child care is. What 
will happen to our children without quality care?

The FY 2000 budget must include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in 
the Child Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion (over 5 years) 
increase in 21st Century Learning Centers School readiness is as 
important as military readiness for building a strong and prepared nation. 
Our country will not prosper if the budget focuses on increasing defense 
at the expense of investing in children.

Nia Family Center
Chicago Commons
744 N. Monticell
Chicago, Illinois 60624

Ms. Melanne Verveer
Assistant to the President and Chief of Staff to the First Lady
100 OEOB
Washington, DC. 20502



December 7, 1998

z child(ren) in child care.I have 

Concerned Parent,

So, please don’t forget our children, they are our future. Children should 
always be FIRST.

This letter is to make you aware of how important child care is. What 
will happen to our children without quality care?

The FY 2000 budget must include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in 
the Child Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion (over 5 years) 
increase in 21st Century Learning Centers School readiness is as 
important as military readiness for building a strong and prepared nation. 
Our country will not prosper if the budget focuses on increasing defense 
at the expense of investing in children.

Nia Family Center
Chicago Commons
744 N. Monticell
Chicago, Illinois 60624

Ms. Melanne Verveer
Assistant to the President and Chief of Staff to the First Lady
100 OEOB
Washington, DC. 20502



December 7, 1998

child(ren) in child care.I have 

Concerned

This letter is to make you aware of how important child care is. What 
will happen to our children without quality care?

So, please don’t forget our children, they are our future. Children should 
always be FIRST.

The FY 2000 budget must include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in 
the Child Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion (over 5 years) 
increase in 21st Century Learning Centers School readiness is as 
important as military readiness for building a strong and prepared nation. 
Our country will not prosper if the budget focuses on increasing defense 
at the expense of investing in children.

Ms. Melanne Verveer
Assistant to the President and Chief of Staff to the First Lady
100 OEOB
Washington, DC. 20502

Nia Family Center
Chicago Commons
744 N. Monticell
Chicago, Illinois 60624



December 7, 1 998

I have child(ren) in child care,

Concerned Parent, 

This letter is to make you aware of how important child care is. What 
will happen to our children without quality care?

So, please don’t forget our children, they are our future. Children should 
always be FIRST.

The FY 2000 budget must include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in 
the Child Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion (over 5 years) 
increase in 21st Century Learning Centers School readiness is as 
important as military readiness for building a strong and prepared nation. 
Our country will not prosper if the budget focuses on increasing defense 
at the expense of investing in children.

Nia Family Center
Chicago Commons
744 N. Monticell
Chicago, Illinois 60624

Ms. Melanne Verveer
Assistant to the President and Chief of Staff to the First Lady
100 OEOB
Washington, DC. 20502



December 7, 1 998

1 child(ren) in child care.I have

Concerned Parent,

So, please don’t forget our children, they are our future. Children should 
always be FIRST.

This letter is to make you aware of how important child care is. What 
will happen to our children without quality care?

The FY 2000 budget must include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in 
the Child Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion (over 5 years) 
increase in 21st Century Learning Centers School readiness is as 
important as military readiness for building a strong and prepared nation. 
Our country will not prosper if the budget focuses on increasing defense 
at the expense of investing in children.

Nia Family Center
Chicago Commons
744 N. Monticell
Chicago, Illinois 60624

Ms. Melanne Verveer
Assistant to the President and Chief of Staff to the First Lady
100 OEOB
Washington, DC. 20502



December 7, 1 998

L child(ren) in child care.I have

Concerned Parent,

This letter is to make you aware of how important child care is. What 
will happen to our children without quality care?

So, please don’t forget our children, they are our future. Children should 
always be FIRST.

The FY 2000 budget must include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in 
the Child Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion (over 5 years) 
increase in 21st Century Learning Centers School readiness is as 
important as military readiness for building a strong and prepared nation. 
Our country will not prosper if the budget focuses on increasing defense 
at the expense of investing in children.

Nia Family Center
Chicago Commons
744 N. Monticell
Chicago, Illinois 60624

Ms. Melanne Verveer
Assistant to the President and Chief of Staff to the First Lady
100 OEOB
Washington, DC. 20502

CLUo "



December 7, 1 998

1 child(ren) in child care.I have

X'

Concerned Parent,
X

So, please don’t forget our children, they are our future. Children should 
always be FIRST.

This letter is to make you aware of how important child care is. What 
will happen to our children without quality care?

The FY 2000 budget must include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in 
the Child Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion (over 5 years) 
increase in 21st Century Learning Centers School readiness is as 
important as military readiness for building a strong and prepared nation. 
Our country will not prosper if the budget focuses on increasing defense 
at the expense of investing in children.

Nia Family Center
Chicago Commons
744 N. Monticelh
Chicago, Illinois 60624

Ms. Melanne Verveer
Assistant to the President and Chief of Staff to the First Lady
100 OEOB
Washington, DC. 20502



December 7, 1 998

/ child(ren) in child care.I have

So, please don’t forget our children, they are our future. Children should 
always be FIRST.

This letter is to make you aware of how important child care is. What 
will happen to our children without quality care?

The FY 2000 budget must include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in 
the Child Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion (over 5 years) 
increase in 21st Century Learning Centers School readiness is as 
important as military readiness for building a strong and prepared nation. 
Our country will not prosper if the budget focuses on increasing defense 
at the expense of investing in children.

Nia Family Center
Chicago Commons
744 N. Monticell
Chicago, Illinois 60624

Ms. Melanne Verveer
Assistant to the President and Chief of Staff to the First Lady

100 OEOB
Washington, DC. 20502

Concerned Parent,



December 7, 1998

I have  child(ren) in child care.

Concerned Parent,

A

This letter is to make you aware of how important child care is. What 
will happen to our children without quality care?

So, please don’t forget our children, they are our future. Children should 
always be FIRST.

The FY 2000 budget must include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in 
the Child Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion (over 5 years) 
increase in 21st Century Learning Centers School readiness is as 
important as military readiness for building a strong and prepared nation. 
Our country will not prosper if the budget focuses on increasing defense 
at the expense of investing in children.

i X

Nia Family Center
Chicago Commorrs
744 N. Monticell
Chicago, Illinois 60624

Ms. Melanne Verveer
Assistant to the President and Chief of Staff to the First Lady
100 OEOB
Washington, DC. 20502



December 7, 1998

I have child(ren) in child care.

Concerned Parent
O

So, please don’t forget our children, they are our future. Children should 
always be FIRST.

The FY 2000 budget must include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in 
the Child Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion (over 5 years) 
increase in 21st Century Learning Centers School readiness is as 
important as military readiness for building a strong and prepared nation. 
Our country will not prosper if the budget focuses on increasing defense 
at the expense of investing in children.

This letter is to make you aware of how important child care is. What 
will happen to our children without quality care?

Ms. Melanne Verveer
Assistant to the President and Chief of Staff to the First Lady
100 OEOB
Washington, DC. 20502

Nia Family Center
Chicago Commons
744 N. Monticell
Chicago, Illinois 60624



December 7, 1 998

Concerned Parent,

This letter is to make you aware of how important child care is. What 
will happen to our children without quality care?

The FY 2000 budget must include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in 
the Child Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion (over 5 years) 
increase in 21st Century Learning Centers School readiness is as 
important as military readiness for building a strong and prepared nation. 
Our country will not prosper if the budget focuses on increasing defense 
at the expense of investing in children.

Ms. Melanne Verveer
Assistant to the President and Chief of Staff to the First Lady
100 OEOB
Washington, DC. 20502

So, please don’t forget our children, they are our future. Children should 
always be FIRST.

I have I child(ren) in child care.

Nia Family C/nter v
Chicago Commons
744 N. Monticell
Chicago, Illinois 60624



December 7, 1 998

LI have child(ren) in child care.

Concerned Parent,

This letter is to make you aware of how important child care is. What 
will happen to our children without quality care?

So, please don’t forget our children, they are our future. Children should 
always be FIRST.

Nia Family Center
Chicago Commons
744 N. Monticell
Chicago, Illinois 60624

The FY 2000 budget must include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in 
the Child Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion (over 5 years) 
increase in 21st Century Learning Centers School readiness is as 
important as military readiness for building a strong and prepared nation. 
Our country will not prosper if the budget focuses on increasing defense 
at the expense of investing in children.

Ms. Melanne Verveer
Assistant to the President and Chief of Staff to the First Lady
100 OEOB
Washington, DC. 20502



December 7, 1 998

/ child(ren) in child care.I have 

» t

This letter is to make you aware of how important child care is. What 
will happen to our children without quality care?

The FY 2000 budget must include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in 
the Child Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion (over 5 years) 
increase in 21st Century Learning Centers School readiness is as 
important as military readiness for building a strong and prepared nation. 
Our country will not prosper if the budget focuses on increasing defense 
at the expense of investing in children.

So, please don’t forget our children, they are our future. Children should 
always be FIRST.

Nia Family Center
Chicago Commons
744 N. Monticell
Chicago, Illinois 60624

Ms. Melanne Verveer
Assistant to the President and Chief of Staff to the First Lady
100 OEOB
Washington, DC. 20502

/

Concerned Parent
f . \ f



December 7, 1998

child(ren) in child care.I have 

J

This letter is to make you aware of how important child care is. What 
will happen to our children without quality care?

The FY 2000 budget must include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in 
the Child Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion (over 5 years) 
increase in 21st Century Learning Centers School readiness is as 
important as military readiness for building a strong and prepared nation. 
Our country will not prosper if the budget focuses on increasing defense 
at the expense of investing in children.

So, please don’t forget our children, they are our future. Children should 
always be FIRST.

Ms. Melanne Verveer
Assistant to the President and Chief of Staff to the First Lady
100 OEOB
Washington, DC. 20502

Concerned Parent,

L

Nia Family Center
Chicago Commons
744 N. Monticell
Chicago, Illinois 60624



December 7, 1998

child(ren) in child care.I have 

So, please don’t forget our children, they are our future. Children should 
always be FIRST.

This letter is to make you aware of how important child care is. What 
will happen to our children without quality care?

The FY 2000 budget must include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in 
the Child Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion (over 5 years) 
increase in 21st Century Learning Centers School readiness is as 
important as military readiness for building a strong and prepared nation. 
Our country will not prosper if the budget focuses on increasing defense 
at the expense of investing in children.

Nia Family Center
Chicago Commons
744 N. Monticell
Chicago, Illinois 60624

Ms. Melanne Verveer
Assistant to the President and Chief of Staff to the First Lady
100 OEOB
Washington, DC. 20502

Concerned Parent
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I have child(ren) in child care.

This letter is to make you aware of how important child care is. What 
will happen to our children without quality care?

So, please don’t forget our children, they are our future. Children should 
always be FIRST.

The FY 2000 budget must include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in 
the Child Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion (over 5 years) 
increase in 21st Century Learning Centers School readiness is as 
important as military readiness for building a strong and prepared nation. 
Our country will not prosper if the budget focuses on increasing defense 
at the expense of investing in children.

Nia Family Center
Chicago Commons
744 N. Monticell
Chicago, Illinois 60624

J

Ms. Melanne Verveer
Assistant to the President and Chief of Staff to the First Lady
100 OEOB
Washington, DC. 20502

Concerned Parent,
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December 7, 1 998

/I have child(ren) in child care.

This letter is to make you aware of how important child care is. What 
will happen to our children without quality care?

So, please don’t forget our children, they are our future. Children should 
always be FIRST.

The FY 2000 budget must include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in 
the Child Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion (over 5 years) 
increase in 21st Century Learning Centers School readiness is as 
important as military readiness for building a strong and prepared nation. 
Our country will not prosper if the budget focuses on increasing defense 
at the expense of investing in children.

Ms. Melanne Verveer
Assistant to the President and Chief of Staff to the First Lady
100 OEOB
Washington, DC. 20502

Nla Family Center /
Chicago Commons v
744 N. Monticell
Chicago, Illinois 60624

Concerned Parent,
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/I have child(ren) in child care.

erned Pare
c

So, please don’t forget our children, they are our future. Children should 
always be FIRST.

This letter is to make you aware of how important child care is. What 
will happen to our children without quality care?

The FY 2000 budget must include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in 
the Child Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion (over 5 years) 
increase in 21st Century Learning Centers School readiness is as 
important as military readiness for building a strong and prepared nation. 
Our country will not prosper if the budget focuses on increasing defense 
at the expense of investing in children.

Ms. Melanne Verveer
Assistant to the President and Chief of Staff to the First Lady
100 OEOB
Washington, DC. 20502
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Chicago Commons
744 N. Monticell
Chicago, Illinois 60624
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I have child(ren) in child care.

This letter is to make you aware of how important child care is. What 
will happen to our children without quality care?

So, please don’t forget our children, they are our future. Children should 
always be FIRST.

Nia Family Center
Chicago Commons
744 N. Monticell
Chicago, Illinois 60624

The FY 2000 budget must include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in 
the Child Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion (over 5 years) 
increase in 21st Century Learning Centers School readiness is as 
important as military readiness for building a strong and prepared nation. 
Our country will not prosper if the budget focuses on increasing defense 
at the expense of investing in children.

Ms. Melanne Verveer
Assistant to the President and Chief of Staff to the First Lady
100 OEOB
Washington, DC. 20502

Concerned Parent,
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December 7, 1 998

I have child(ren) in child care.

Concerned Parent,

This letter is to make you aware of how important child care is. What 
will happen to our children without quality care?

So, please don’t forget our children, they are our future. Children should 
always be FIRST.

The FY 2000 budget must include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in 
the Child Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion (over 5 years) 
increase in 21st Century Learning Centers School readiness is as 
important as military readiness for building a strong and prepared nation. 
Our country will not prosper if the budget focuses on increasing defense 
at the expense of investing in children.

Nia Family Center
Chicago Commons
744 N. Monticell
Chicago, Illinois 60624

Ms. Melanne Verveer
Assistant to the President and Chief of Staff to the First Lady
100 OEOB
Washington, DC. 20502
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LI have child(ren) in child care.

Concerned Parent,

This letter is to make you aware of how important child care is. What 
will happen to our children without quality care?

So, please don’t forget our children, they are our future. Children should 
always be FIRST.

The FY 2000 budget must include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in 
the Child Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion (over 5 years) 
increase in 21st Century Learning Centers School readiness is as 
important as military readiness for building a strong and prepared nation. 
Our country will not prosper if the budget focuses on increasing defense 
at the expense of investing in children.

Ms. Melanne Verveer
Assistant to the President and Chief of Staff to the First Lady
100 OEOB
Washington, DC. 20502

Nia Family Center
Chicago Commons
744 N. Monticell
Chicago, Illinois 60624
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zI have child(ren) in child care.

Concerned Pare J

i
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So, please don’t forget our children, they are our future. Children should 
always be FIRST.

This letter is to make you aware of how important child care is. What 
will happen to our children without quality care?

The FY 2000 budget must include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in 
the Child Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion (over 5 years) 
increase in 21st Century Learning Centers School readiness is as 
important as military readiness for building a strong and prepared nation. 
Our country will not prosper if the budget focuses on increasing defense 
at the expense of investing in children.

Ms. Melanne Verveer
Assistant to the President and Chief of Staff to the First Lady
100 OEOB
Washington, DC. 20502
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December 7, 1998

Concerned Parent J

i

This letter is to make you aware of how important child care is. What 
will happen to our children without quality care?

The FY 2000 budget must include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in 
the Child Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion (over 5 years) 
increase in 21st Century Learning Centers School readiness is as 
important as military readiness for building a strong and prepared nation. 
Our country will not prosper if the budget focuses on increasing defense 
at the expense of investing in children.

Nia Family Center
Chicago Commons
744 N. Monticell
Chicago, Illinois 60624

Ms. Melanne Verveer
Assistant to the President and Chief of Staff to the First Lady
100 OEOB
Washington, DC. 20502

So, please don’t forget our children, they are our future. Children should 
always be FIRST.

I have child(ren) in child care.
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I have child(ren) in child care.

Concerned Parent,

ia Family^penter

So, please don’t forget our children, they are our future. Children should 
always be FIRST.

This letter is to make you aware of how important child care is. What 
will happen to our children without quality care?

The FY 2000 budget must include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in 
the Child Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion (over 5 years) 
increase in 21st Century Learning Centers School readiness is as 
important as military readiness for building a strong and prepared nation. 
Our country will not prosper if the budget focuses on increasing defense 
at the expense of investing in children.

Ms. Melanne Verveer
Assistant to the President and Chief of Staff to the First Lady
100 OEOB
Washington, DC. 20502

Nia
Chicago Commons
744 N. Monticell
Chicago, Illinois 60624
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L child(ren) in child care.I have

Concerned Parent

So, please don’t forget our children, they are our future. Children should 
always be FIRST.

This letter is to make you aware of how important child care is. What 
will happen to our children without quality care?

The FY 2000 budget must include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in 
the Child Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion (over 5 years) 
increase in 21st Century Learning Centers School readiness is as 
important as military readiness for building a strong and prepared nation. 
Our country will not prosper if the budget focuses on increasing defense 
at the expense of investing in children.

Nia Family Center
Chicago Commons
744 N. Monticell
Chicago, Illinois 60624

Ms. Melanne Verveer
Assistant to the President and Chief of Staff to the First Lady
100 OEOB
Washington, DC. 20502
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I have

^[A/W
oncerned Parent,

So, please don’t forget our children, they are our future. Children should 
always be FIRST.

This letter is to make you aware of how important child care is. What 
will happen to our children without quality care?

The FY 2000 budget must include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in 
the Child Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion (over 5 years) 
increase in 21st Century Learning Centers School readiness is as 
important as military readiness for building a strong and prepared nation. 
Our country will not prosper if the budget focuses on increasing defense 
at the expense of investing in children.

Ms. Melanne Verveer
Assistant to the President and Chief of Staff to the First Lady
100 OEOB
Washington, DC. 20502

Nia Family Center
Chicago Commons
744 N. Monticell
Chicago, Illinois 60624

 child(ren) in child care.
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0 child(ren) in child care.I have

Concerned Parent,

The FY 2000 budget must include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in 
the Child Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion (over 5 years) 
increase in 21st Century Learning Centers School readiness is as 
important as military readiness for building a strong and prepared nation. 
Our country will not prosper if the budget focuses on increasing defense 
at the expense of investing in children.

So, please don’t forget our children, they are our future. Children should 
always be FIRST.

This letter is to make you aware of how important child care is. What 
will happen to our children without quality care?

Nia Family Center
Chicago Commons
744 N. Monticell
Chicago, Illinois 60624

Ms. Melanne Verveer
Assistant to the President and Chief of Staff to the First Lady
100 OEOB
Washington, DC. 20502
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I have child(ren) in child care.

So, please don’t forget our children, they are our future. Children should 
always be FIRST.

This letter is to make you aware of how important child care is. What 
will happen to our children without quality care?

The FY 2000 budget must include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in 
the Child Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion (over 5 years) 
increase in 21st Century Learning Centers School readiness is as 
important as military readiness for building a strong and prepared nation. 
Our country will not prosper if the budget focuses on increasing defense 
at the expense of investing in children.

Ms. Melanne Verveer
Assistant to the President and Chief of Staff to the First Lady
100 OEOB
Washington, DC. 20502
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3I have child(ren) in child care.

Concerned Parent,Concerned Parent,

This letter is to make you aware of how important child care is. What 
will happen to our children without quality care?

So, please don’t forget our children, they are our future. Children should 
always be FIRST.

The FY 2000 budget must include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in 
the Child Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion (over 5 years) 
increase in 21st Century Learning Centers School readiness is as 
important as military readiness for building a strong and prepared nation. 
Our country will not prosper if the budget focuses on increasing defense 
at the expense of investing in children.

Ms. Melanne Verveer
Assistant to the President and Chief of Staff to the First Lady
100 OEOB
Washington, DC. 20502

Nia Family Center
Chicago Commons
744 N. Monticell
Chicago, Illinois 60624



Decembers, 1998

Dear Mr. Verveer:

Sincere!'

JanAt Cabral

>

The FY 2000 budget must include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in the Child Care and 
Development Block Grant and a $5 billion (over 5 years) increase in 21st Century Learning Centers. 
School readiness is as important as military readiness for building a strong and prepared nation. Our 
country will not prosper if the budget focuses on increasing defense at the expense of investing in children.

Melanne Verveer
Asst, to the President and Chief of Staff to the First Lady
100 OEOB
Washington, DC 20502



Manchester, CT 06040 \ 
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Melanne Verveer Asst. to the President and 
Chief of Staff to the First Lady 
100 OEOB 

Washington, DC 20502 
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Decembers, 1998

Dear Ms. Verveer

Sincerely, .—

CatherineHamed
Senior Research Associate

Northern Illinois University is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Institution.

I am a researcher who has been monitoring the development of the child care subsidy system in 
Illinois over the last two years. My major area of interest is talking to parents who have a child 
care subsidy, have lost a subsidy or are ineligible for a subsidy. I have interviewed 150 women 
for this research. This year, in interviews with mothers who work and are poor, they talked about 
being unable to feed their children and were finding it difficult to see the benefits of work 
because they pay as much for child care as they pay for their rent. They believe that government 
places barriers to their ability to make it financially. In Illinois you are eligible for a subsidy till 
you earn up to 150% of poverty. Mothers I interviewed think that cutoff is too low and their co­
payments with the subsidy are difficult for them to manage.

I have heard it said that the President is concerned about what history will have to say about him. 
With all due respect, I know he would want to be remembered as a president who valued the 
welfare of children over work that does not pay a living wage. Most welfare recipients I talk to 
want to work but they will not put their children at risk to do so. A great nation would not ask 

them to.

Center for Governmental Studies 
DeKalb, Illinois 60115-2854

(815) 753-1901
FAX (815) 753-2305

Please consider the following message: The FY2000 budget must include a $20 billion (over 
five years) increase in the Child Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion (over five 
years) increase in 21st Century Learning Centers. School readiness is as important as military 
readiness for building a strong and prepared nation. Our country will not prosper if the budget 
focuses on increasing defense at the expense of investing in children.

Melanne Verveer
Assistant to the President and
Chief of Staff to the First Lady
100 OEOB
Washington, DC 20502
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Jaclcson County Child· Ca.re Task Force 
% The Job Council♦ 673 Market Street♦ Medford OR 97504 ♦ (541) 776-5100 

December 7, 1998 

Melanne Verveer, Ass't to the President 
100 OEOB 
Washington, DC 20502 

Dear Ms. Verveer, 

It is absolutely imperative that the President of the United States hold firm to the commitment to 
increase the Child Care Development Block Grant by $20 billion over the next 5 years, and the 
$5 billion increase in 21st Centwy Learning Centers over the next 5 years. These increases must 
remain in the proposed FY 2000 budget. 

The success of major changes in Welfare to Work initiatives binges on affordable child care for 
the increasing numbers of poor working parents in our society. We must build a society or 
capable, literate, and secure children who will become productive citizens when they mature. 
We don't need a nation of"home alone" children vulnerable to the lack of imagination displayed 
on our televisions. We need nurtured children who are stimulated by learning, by placing these 
_children into "doing" activities. 

Surely the investment into children can not be forgotten at the expense of an increased military 
budget. 

Keep this investment in our society a part of the FY 200 budget! 

Sincerely, 

��� 

Dennis Alexander, Chair 
Jackson County Child Care Task Force 

Community members joining to SUfJPOrt and enhanu affordable, accessible, quality child care services in Jackson County 

�7.T� �LL T�S T YV� �s:01 NOW RRILOIZT 



130 Dishop Allen Drive 

Cambridge, MA 02139 

Dusiness: (617) 547-1063 / Fox: (617) 547- 3340 
http://wWW.ccrclnc.org 

December 4, 1998 

100 OEOB 
Washington DC 20502 

Dear Ms. Verveer, 

As you may know, quality child care is of great importance in the daily lives of millions 
of children and parents in this country. Because of its importance and the increasing 
need for child care, the FY 2000 budget must indude a $20 billion (over 5 years) 
increase in the Child Care and Development Block Grant. It must also indude a $5 
billion (over 5 years) inaease in 21st Century Leaming Centers. School readiness is 
as important as military readiness for building a strong and prepared nation. Our 
country will not prosper if the budget focuses on increasing defense at the expense 
of investing in children. 

Sincerely 

�Tr 
Stacey Taylor 

Public Policy Specialist 

Public Parent Information: (617) 547-9861 / Corporate Parent Information: (617) 547-2982 
IUPPOJ\TED IN PAl\1 OV UNITED WAY 



December 3, 1998 

Elizabeth Schaffer 

Community Coordinated Child Care ( 4-C) 
155 N. Third St., Suite 300 

DeKalb, IL 60115 
(815)758-8149 or (800)848-8727

Fax: (815)758-5652 

Community Coordinated Child Care 
155 N. Third St., Ste. 300 
DeKalb, IL 60115 

Ms. Melanne Verveer 
Asst. to the President and Chief of Staff to the First Lady 
100 OEOB 
Washington, DC 20502 

Dear Ms. Verveer: 

I understand things are a little topsy-turvy at the White House right now, but I feel 
there is an issue that requires President Clinton's full commitment. 

The FY2000 budget must include a $20 billion '(over 5 years) increase in the 
Child Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion (over 5 years) 
increase in 21st Century Learning Centers. School readiness is as important as 
militai)' readiness for building a strong and prepared nation. Our country will not 
prosper if the budget focuses on increasing defense at the expense of investing 
in children. 

This initiative will provide children with the opportunity to start school on a level 
playing field, greatly increasing their chances for school success. 

Please consult with President Clinton and the First Lady on this most important 
issue. Thank you. 

Elizabeth Schaffer 
Parent Educator 

•



QUINCY AFTER-SCHOOL CHILD CARE, INC. 
P.O. Box 697482 • Quincy, MA 02269 • (617) 773-3299 • Fax (617) 773-4265 

December 2, 1998 

Melanne Verveer 
100 OEOB 
Washingon, DC 20502 

Dear Ms. Verveer: 

Quincy After School Child Care is a not-for-profit organization in a large city 
south of Boston. We provide after school, extended day kindergarten and vacation 
programs to three hundred and fifty children in Quincy and the surrounding area. We 
are always looking' for funding opportunities through government grant programs. 
Unfortunately there are not enough funds to get to all the child care organizations that 
need them to assist in providing quality after school programs. 

The Fiscal Year 2000 budget must include a $20 billion increase over five years 
in the Child Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion increase over five 
years in the 21st Century Learning Centers. School readiness is as important as 
military readiness for building a strong and prepared nation. Our country will not 
prosper if the budget focuses on increasing defense at the expense of investing in 
children. 

Thank you for your assistance in the pursuit of healthy, safe and loved children 
across America. 

Sincerely, 

)j!IJ� {ctJ>:-
Kimberly Cooper 
Assistant Director 



=11 Ernst & Young llp ■ Phone: 404 874 8300

December 4, 1998

Dear Ms. Verveer:

Sincerely,

>

Ernst & Young llp is a member of Ernst & Young International, Ltd.

Jennifer L. Sullivan
Board of Directors, Sheltering Arms

The FY 2000 budget must include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in the Child Care and 
Development Block Grant and a $5 billion (over 5 years) increase in the 21st Century Learning 
Centers. School readiness is as important as military readiness for building a strong and prepared 
nation. Our country will not prosper if the budget focuses on increasing defense at the expense 
of investing in children.

■ Suite 2800
600 Peachtree Street
Atlanta, Georgia 30308-2215

Ms. Melaine Verveer
Assistant to the President and Chief of Staff to the First Lady
100 OBOB
Washington, DC 20502



Auburn, AL 36831-0409

/\

December 3, 1998

Dear Ms. Verveer:

years) increase in the Child Care and Development Block Grant and $5 
billion (over five years) increase for 21st Century Learning Centers are

No matter how much pressure to do so, please do not waver a dollar.

“AN ORGANIZATION TO ATTAIN EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR ALL PEOPLE OF ALABAMA”

The White House must stand absolutely firm on its proposed budget 
increases for child care and after-school programs. The $20 billion (over five

I urge the White House to continue, without flinching, its courageous battle 
in this most righteous of causes. Thank you.

Melanne Verveer
Assistant to the President and
Chief of Staff to the First Lady

100 OEOB
Washington, DC 20502

Sincerely,

LJancy S.'Spears
Program Director
Alabama Council on Human Relations

desperately needed in the FY 2000 budget.

As program director of the Alabama Council on Human Relations - 
administrator of a wide range of social service programs for low-income 
children and their families -1 see first-hand, everyday, the crushing 
consequences that current funding levels impose on real, flesh-and-bone 

people.

(334) 821 -8336 FAX# (334) 826-6397
Jerry Roden, Jr., Executive Director

Nancy Spears, Program Director

&AA
ALABAMA COUNCIL ON HUMAN RELATIONS,INC.

P.O. Box 409 
Ruth Cole, President
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5517 Greene Street
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/LPhone: (215)842-3050 
fax: (215)842-3075 

e-mail: 103423.1 73 l@compuserve.com

"Creating Quality Jobs in Child Care"
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Decembers, 1998

Dear Ms. Verveer:

'X'

>

Business Strategy and
Marketing for Non-Profit
Organ izations

Janet Levinger
4050 134th Ave. NE 
Bellevue, WA 98005 
425-861-7039 

janet@jl.com
425-861-7029 (Fax)

Sincerely,

It has come to my attention that the Administration is still debating the 
provisions of the FY 2000 budget proposal. I urge you not to back down on 
increased funding for child care and after-school programs. Both of these 
programs are a necessity for children of working families.

L'

Janet Levinger

The FY 2000 budget must include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in the 
Child Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion (over 5 years) 
mcrease in 21st Century Learning Centers. Our country will suffer if we 
increase defense and other spending at the expense of our children.

Melanne Verveer
Assistant to the President and Chief of Staff to the First Lady 
100OEOB
Washington, DC 20502



Melanne e eer 
Asst. To resident and Chief of Staff to the First Lady 

100 OEOB 
Washington DC 20502 

December 3, 1998 

Dear Ms. Verveer, 

One of the reasons I voted for President Clinton was that he seemed to understand social issues 
and was willing to listen to the people living with them. I was pleased to realize that the First 
Lady shared this quality, and I trust that the White House will listen now to parents, child care 
professionals and anyone concerned with the future of our nation when it applies to increased 
funding for child care. The FY2000 budget must include a $20 billion increase over 5 years in 
the Child Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion increase over 5 years in 21st 
Century Learning Centers. 

Our fiscal commitment to child care will help everyone recognize the vital role quality early 
child care and education programs have as the foundation for education. Our nation cannot be 

truly strong without a well educated population. Early child care and education programs also 
help young children learn the social skills that contribute greatly to both personal and 
professional success. Parents are certainly the most important first teachers in a child's life, but 
many parents work and need to entrust their children to qualified professionals in safe, reliable 

learning environments. Even at-home parents need support when it comes to educating their 
children. All of society benefits when every child is well cared for and educated from birth. 

I urge the White House to remember two famous sayings when the budget priorities are being 
decided: It is more cost effective to build a liealtlty child tlian to repair a dysfu11ctio11al adult 

a11d It takes a village to raise a child. I'd like to add: ... a11d tlte village needs adequate 

financial resources to raise tltat ltealtlty child! 

Sincerely, 

��
Leslie Abrahamson 



BOCHESItR AREA

December 3, 1998

Dear Ms. Verveer:

We’re counting on him.

For all the children,

175 North Clinton Avenue ■ Rochester. NY 14604 ■ 716-546-5820 ■ Fax: 716*546*1077

E>-

/ //

Hinda R. Miller 
Director

Ms. Melanne Verveer
Assistant to the President and 

Chief of Staff to the First Lady
100 Old Executive Office Building 
Washington DC 20502

0 L L A B 0 R AT IV E 
An affiliate of the YWCA

I am writing on behalf of the membership, the steering committee, the advisory 
board and the staff of the Children’s Collaborative to indicate our concern about 
the President’s FY 2000 budget and how it will affect our youngest citizens and 
their families.

We urge him to continue that commitment by including a $20 billion 
increase (over five years) in the Child Care and Development Block Grant 
and a $5 billion increase (over 5 years) in 21st Century Learning Centers.

We believe that the President is sincere in his commitment to quality child care 
and after-school programs and we want to commend him for his understanding of 
how investments in children impact the nation’s future.
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Dear Ms. Verveer,

I appreciate your attention to this concern.

Sincerely,

John W. Glaser

{

Dr. John W. Glaser
Vice President: Theology and Ethics 

St. Joseph Health System
440 South Batavia 
Orange, CA 92868

In my judgment, the FY 2000 budget must include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in 
the Child Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion (over 5 years) increase in 
21st Century Learning Centers. School readiness is as important as military readiness for 
building a strong and prepared nation. Our country will not prosper if the budget focuses 
on increasing defense at the expense of investing in children.

Ms. Melanne Verveer
Asst, to the President and Chief of Staff to the First Lady
100 OEOB
Washington, DC 20502



OF NEW ERSEY

Decembers, 1998

Dear Ms. Verveer: 

at home with their young children, we must increase funding for childcare. Welfare 

Meara Nigro

COMMUNfTY FOOOMMCS

31 EVANS TERMINAL ROAD

IATIOBAL FOOD BANK KTWMK

PRFFMFn Fonn rnwiun

Illi

Ms. Melanne Verveer
Asst, to the President and Chief
Of Staff to the First Lady
100 OBOB
Washington, D.C. 20502

A

Our country will not prosper if the government neglects the needs of children for the sake 
of increasing an already excessive military budget.

At^a time when welfare mothers are being required to seek employment rather than stay 

reform will not succeed if the necessary support mechanisms that enable parents to stay 
on the job and concentrate on their work are not in place. Low wage workers already
spend 50 to 75 percent of their income just on housing costs, often forcing them to 
choose between paying the rent or buying food. Don’t exacerbate an already difficult 
situation by reneging on a commitment to increase funding for childcare. Working 
families need high quality, affordable childcare and after school programs, and it would 
be irresponsible for the federal government to think private charities can do it all.

Re: FY 2000 budget must include a $20 billion increase over 5 years in the Child 
Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion increase over 5 years in 21st 
Century Learning Centers.

Sincerely,

HILLSIDE, NEW JERSEY 07205

9O8« 355* FOOD (3663) FAX: 9O8» 355♦0270 

www.njfoodbank.org

Fooe^Bank
Fl
MIT)



December 3, 1998

Dear Ms. Verveer:

Sincerely,i

I

Ms Melanne Verveer
Assistant to the President and Chief of Staff to the First Lady
100 OEOB
Washington, DC 20502

Sister Ricarda Vincent 
1125 West 9th Street 
Erie, Pa. 102

As a member of the Children's Defense Fund I am writing to express 
my concern for our nation's children. The FY 2000 budget must include a 
$20 billion (over 5 years) increase in Child Care and Development Block 
Grant and a $5 billion (over 5 years) increase in 21st Century Learning 
Centers. School readiness is as important as military readiness for 
building a strong and prepared nation. Our country will not prosper if the 
budget focuses on increasing defense at the expense of investing in 
Children.
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December 3, 1998

Dear Ms. Verveer,

Shalom y suerte

i

I depend upon the good offices of our Democratic President to see to the needs of those who 
cannot speak for themselves.

With the current welfare reform measures that are in place, it is more important than ever that1 
provide alternative sources of support of children who are at risk, in trouble and in need.

Michael W. Smith
Chair, Commission for Children and Families 
City of San Antonio

As chairman of the Commission for Children and Families for the City of San Antonio, I would 
like to urge you and the President to include in the fiscal year budget for 2000 a $20 billion (o\ 
five years) increase in the Child Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion (over five 
years) increase in 21st Century Learning Centers. School readiness is more important than milii 
readiness in building and strong and prepared nation. There are hundreds of things that can be 
done before sending in troops! Our country will not prosper if the budget focuses on increasing 
defense spending at the expense of investing in children.

Michael W. Smith
518 PARK AVENUE, EAST

SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 78212

Melanne Verveer
Asst, to the Presideent and Chief of Staff to the First Lady
100 OEOB
Washington,D.C.



Sincerely,

ules McLeland

5

2ft39JFranklin Street
Betfmgham.WA 98225

Dear Melanne Verveer,

I want you to urge the Mrs. Clinton to urge her husband to follow through with 
his commitment to increase child care funding. Child care and after school 
programs remain a daily necessity for children and working families.

I ‘ve experienced choosing a child care for my two girls. I agonized our where to 
put my baby and didn’t have the luxury to stay home with either of my girls. I felt I 
was picking the best of the worst when my children were very young. It broke my 
heart to put them someplace else until they were old enough to go to the Child 
Development Center where I have worked for many years and started out at very 
low wages. If I had worked as a public school teacher I would make twice the 
amount today.

I am proud of the 25 years I have worked in the early childhood field but 
discourage my girls from this field because of the conditions of the work, attitude 
towards it and low wages. I wish it wasn’t so but it is a sad state of affairs.

I advertised in our newspaper for a teacher substitute and got very little response 
(3 interested potential teachers with only one with experience and education.) 
Please work on raising the profession to attract new workers and see they make 
a living wage. The question I ask you is Who will care for the children when the 
current generation of Early Childhood professionals retire?

The FY 200 budget must include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in the Child 
Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion (over 5 years) increase in 
the 21st Century Learning Centers. School readiness is as important as military 
readiness for building a strong and prepared nation. Our country will not prosper 
if the budget focuses on increasing defense at the expense of investing in 
children. Please prioritize our young children.
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December 3,1998

Dear Ms. Verveer:

Please listen to those of us who daily see the need.

Sincerely, 

Northeastern
Child Care Services

Judith Graziano
President

Ms. Melanne Verveer
Assistant to the President
& Chief of Staff to the First Lady
100 OEOB
Washington, DC 20502

Our children are hurting and we must invest in them before spending on other things such as 
military readiness and highway construction.

The FY 2000 budget must include $20 billion over 5 years to increase the Child Care and 
Development Block Grant and a $5 billion (over 5 years) increase for the 21st Century Learning 

Centers.

president
Judith Graziano

1356 No. Washington Avenue, Scranton, Pennsylvania 18509 
Phone: (717) 341-0811 E-Mail: nccs@nechildcare.org



'State of Vermont AGENCY OF HUMAN SERVICES

December?, 1998

Dear Ms. Verveer,

Sincerel rours,

CM/lh

Economic Opportunity 
/—» Social Welfare

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
103 South Main Street 

Waterbury, Vermont 05671-0204

Melanne Verveer
Assistant to the President

and Chief of Staff to the First Lady
100 OEOB
Washington, DC 20502

Chetyl Mitchell
Deputy Secretary

Telephone: (802) 241-2220
Fax: (802) 241-2979

Those of us that administer Child Care programs for the state, struggle everyday in order 
to keep up with the expanding needs for child care, and our increasing knowledge that the early 
years play a critical role in the child's future development. I know that the First Lady and the 
President understand all of this, and I am delighted that they have spoken out so strongly in favor 
of increased child care funding. Please let me know if there's any other way that I can be of 
assistance with statistics about child care in Vermont or personal stories from families.

I had an occasion to speak to your very kind and able assistant about the importance of 
child care and making sure that funding is included in the fiscal year 2000 budget. He suggested 
that I write to you directly and reiterate my hope that the strong leadership the President and First 
Lady have taken on this issue be continued into the coming session, particularly in appropriately 
funding the Child Care and Development Block Grant.

Child Support Services Corrections P 
Rate Setting Social & Rehabilitation Services

Aging & Disabilities Alcohol & Drug Abuse 
Health Mental Health & Mental Retardation



(203) 387-7562

December^ 1998

Dear Ms. Verveer,

worl
increase

families are relying on him.

MICHELLE R. TRACHTMAN
7 Tucker Meadow Road

Woodbridge, Connecticut 06525

Very truly yours,

Michelle Trachtman

I want to remind the President of his and this Administration’s commitment to

Melanne Verveer
WOOEOB thC PreSident Chiefof Staff to the First Lady

Washington, DC 20502

child care and after school programs. These remain a daily necessity for children and for 

king firmilies. The FY2000 budget must include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase 

in Child Care and Development Block Grants and a $5 billion (over 5 years) increase in 

the 21“ Century Community Learning Centers. School readiness is as important as 

mrhtary readmess for building a strong and prepared nation. In February, 1998 President 

Clinton addressed the importance of this issue at the Washington Institute of the National 

Council of Jewish Women and stated his commitment to the above mentioned budget 

figures. I am asking that he not waiver in that commitment. Many, many children and



ncfiu

December 9 1998

Dear Ms Verveer,

National Council of Jewish Women
Gillian Casson
State Public Affairs Chair
3030 SW Second Avenue
Portland, OR 97221
Phone (503) 222-5006
Fax (503) 222-9395

MelanneVeveer
Assistant to the President and Chief of Staff to the First Lady 
100OEOB
Washington, DC 20451

The 550 members of the Portland Section of National Council of Jewish women want to 
remind the President of his and his administration ‘s commitment to child care and after 
school programs. These remain a daily necessity for children and for working families. 
The FY2000 budget must include a $20 billion ( over 5 years) increase in Child Care and 
Development block grants and a $5 billion ( over 5 years) increase in the 21st Century 
Community Learning Centers. School readiness is as important as military readiness for 
building a strong and prepared nation. In February , 1998, I was there President Clinton 
when you addressed the importance of this issue at the Washington Institute of the National 
Council of Jewish Women and stated your commitment to the above mentioned budget 
figures. I am asking that you not waiver in that commitment. Many, many children and 
families are relying on you for this.

Sincerely,

Gillian Casson
Oregon State Public Affairs Chair



December 11, 1998

Sincerely,

BF:lrw

?.

Beth Bruner
311 Mendon Center Road 
Pittsford, New York 14534 
(716) 381-6368

Blanche Finkelstein
2675 Ocean Avenue #1-B 
Brooklyn, New York 11229 
(718) 891-6546

Blanche Finkelstein
Vice Chair
New York State Public Affairs

military readiness for building a strong and prepared nation. In February,

Institute of the National Council of Jewish Women and stated his commitment to the 
above-mentioned budget figures. I am asking that you not waver in that commitment.

Aleene Barash
82 Sunnyfield Lane
Valley Stream, NY 11581

(516) 791-7392

Many, many children and families are relying on him for this.

New York State Public Affairs Committee of the National Council of Jewish Women 
represents 13,000 families across the state of New York.

Ms. Melanne Verveer .
Assistant to the President and Chief of Staff to the First Lady

100 OEOB
Washington, DC 20451

NATIONAL — COUNCIL OF JEWISH WOMEN 

NEW YORK STATE PUBLIC AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

increase in the 21st Century Community Learning Centers- Scho°l r^^ineTsJ 

important as —---------a1998, President Clinton addressed the importance of this issue at the Washington

Dear Ms. Verveer:

We want to remind the President of his and this Administration’s commitment to child 
care and after school programs. These remain a daily necessity for children and tor



NCJ
BOUNTY MARYLAND SECTIONMONTGOME

December 10, 1998

Dear Mrs. Vermeer,.

Sincerely yours, ,
f

Evelyn Macfadden, President

263 Congressional Ln.#502 
Rockville, Md.20852

301-468-6124 voicemail 
jemac@freewwweb.com

National Coum 

of Jewish Womi

Melanne Verveer, Chief of Staff to the First Lady 
WOOEOB
Washington, D.C. 20502

We want to remind the President of his,and this Administration's, committment to 
child care and after school programs. These remain a daily necessity for children 
and for working families. The FY2000 budget must include a $20 billion (over 5 
year) increase in Child Care and Development Block Grants and a $5 billion 
(over 5 years) increase in the 21st Century Community Learning Centers. 
School readiness is as important as military readiness for building a strong and 
prepared nation. In February1998 President Clinton addressed the importance 
of this issue at the Washington Institute of the National Council of Jewish 
Women that I attended and stated his commitment to the above-mentioned 
budget figures. I am asking that he not waiver in that commitment. Many, many 
children and families rely on you for this c
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December 7, 1998

Dear Ms. Melanne Verveer,

I am writing to you on behalf of the children of Finnan Community

Sincerely,

Contributions to Finnan 
Community Services are 
tax deductible

Services. Affordable Child Care, as well as After School Programs is of the 

utmost importance to our working families .

W; Earline Moore
Education Coordinator/ Asst. Director

An Affiliate of
Chicago Presbytery
Chicagoland Chamber of Commerce

Over a Century of Caring
Founded 1872

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE

144 West 47th Street 
Chicago, Illinois 60609 

Phone: (773) 373-3400 

Fax: (773) 373-3602

To the President and Chief of Staff to the First Lady

100 OEOB
Washington DC 20502

Ms. Melanne Verveer
Asst.'

FIRMAN
COMMUNITY 
SERVICES

The FY 2000 budget, must include a $20 billion ( over 5 years) increase in 
the Child Care and Development Block Grant and a $ 5 billion ( over 5 
years) increase in 21st Century Learning Centers. Schools readiness is as 
important as military readiness for building a strong and prepared nation.

Our country will not prosper, if the budget focuses on increasing defense at 
the expense of investing in our children. " Our Children today... Our World 

Tomorrow."



December 13, 1998

Ms. Verveer;

you,

At this time, I want to remind the President of his and this Administration’s commitment 
to childcare and after school programs. These remain a daily necessity for children and 
for working families. The FY2000 budget must include a $20 billion (over 5 years) 
increase in Child Care and Development Block Grants and a $5 Billion (over 5 years) 
increase in the 21st Century Community Learning Centers. School readiness is as 
important as military readiness for building a strong and prepared nation. In February
1998, President Clinton addressed the importance of this issue at the Washington Institute 
of the National Council of Jewish Women and stated his commitment to the above- 
mentioned budget figures. As a member of NCJW and as a Pediatrician, I am asking that 
you not waiver in that commitment. Many, many children and families are relying on 
you for this.

Melanne Verveer
Assistant to the President
Chief of Staff to the First Lady
100 OEOB
Washington, DC 20502

Diane Schaar, M.D.
33 Graymoor Lane

Olympia Fields, Illinois 60461

Diane Schaar, M.D.



December 7, 1998

Dear Ms. Verveer:

Sincerely

Lois Porter
Director Children Services

Contributions to Firman

Community Services are 
tax deductible

The FY 200 budget must include a $20 billlion (over 5 years) increase 
in the Child Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion (over 5 
years) increase in 21st Century Learning Centers. School readiness is as 
important as military readiness for building a strong and prepared nation. 
Our country will not prosper if the budget focuses on increasing defense at 
the expense of investing in our children.

An Affiliate of

Chicago Presbytery
Chicagoland Chamber of Commerce

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE
144 West 47th Street 

Chicago, Illinois 60609 

Phone: (773) 373-3400 

Fax: (773) 373-3602

Over a Century of Caring
Founded 1872

Ms. Melanne Verveer
Asst, to the President and Chief of Staff to the
First Lady Hillary Clinton
100 EEOB
White House
Washington DC 20502

Please follow through on your commitment to our children, they are 
our future....

COMMUNITY
SERVICES

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
As an advocate for our youngest learners and one who care about 

children across this country, it is essential for the White House to understand 
that our President can not and should not abandon his commitment to 
increase child care funding. Child care and after-school programs still 
remain a daily necessity for children and working families — most important 
with the onset of Welfare Reform.
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December 15, 1998

Dear Ms. Verveer:

Sincerely,

SL:lrw

(

BROOKLYN SECTION

Recording Secretary
Sylvia Anker

Asst. Recording Secretary 
Esther Robinson

Corresponding Secretary
Eleanor Forman

Building Committee 
Rosalind B. Ornstein

Assistant Treasurer
Shirley Poch

Treasurer
Mildred Moshman

National Council 
of Jewish Women

* Appointed
♦ * Deceased

PROJECTS: Council Center for Senior Citizens • Community Help for the Aged and Infirm (CHAI) • Brooklyn Section Child 
Care Center • Religious Education for Children with Learning Disabilities • Thrift Mart • Second Time Around Furniture Shop 
• Gift Shoppe • Yad b' Yad • Dynamite Youth Center • Brooklyn Section Scholarship Fund • Leo Laks Memorial Fund • Irma 
Asen Scholarship Fund • Harold Asen Scholarship Fund • Brooklyn Section Nursing Scholarship Fund • Dr. Harry Ordan 
Memorial Scholarship • Remembrance Fund • Readers to the Blind • Bereavement Support Group • Shorefront Jewish 
Geriatric Center • Women's Survival Space • Hello Israel

Vice Presidents 
Sylvia Ladner 
Dolores Measer 
Doris Ordan 
Marilyn Schoenberger
Janet Taft

Personnel Practices 
Shirley Gabriner 
Edith Gothelf

Ex-Officio
Blanche Finkelstein
Edith Gothelf

HONORARY DIRECTORS
Mabel Ader
Lillian Birnberg
Ruth Gottdiener
Dorothy Gruskin
Lillian Kobre
Shirley Stich

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Millicent Aronoff
Rose Barish
Florence Bernstein
Gertrude Dimond 
Blanche Edenbaum

* Muriel Ellenberg
Florence Feldman
Rose Fishman
Fran Garfield
Babs Gold

** Mae Goldberg
Ellie Gollub

* Dorothy Hahn
Charlotte Jawitz
Sylvia Kanner
Natalie Kuflik
Ruth Lifshey

* Annette Lipkowitz 
Lorrie Majansky
Lotte Mandel
Syrell Mitloff
Elaine Moss
Shirley Parker

* Esther Perrin
Rose Polay
Frances Schloss

* Gail Singer
* Ettie Singman

Arden B. Slavin
* Gail Underberg 

Anne Wilpan
* Deborah Hallen-Zelinsky

OFFICERS: 
Co-Presidents 
Anne Berger 
Rita Berger

Brooklyn Section, National Council of Jewish Women represents 1,500 families 
in Brooklyn.

We want to remind the President of his and this Administration’s commitment 
to child care and after school programs. These remain a daily necessity for 
children and for working families. The FY2000 budget must include a $20 
billion (over 5 years) increase in Child Care and Development Block Grants and 
a $5 billion (over 5 years) increase in the 21st Century Community Learning 
Centers. School readiness is as important as military readiness for building a 
strong and prepared nation. In February, 1998, President Clinton addressed the 
importance of this issue at the Washington Institute of the National Council of 
Jewish Women and stated his commitment to the above-mentioned budget 
figures. I am asking that you not waver in that commitment. Many, many 
children and families are relying on him for this.

Ms. Melanne Verveer
Assistant to the President and Chief of Staff to the First Lady
100 OEOB
Washington, DC 20451

Sylvia Ladner 
Vice President 
State Public Affairs 
Brooklyn Section

1001 Quentin Road • Brooklyn, NY 11223 - 2385
Tel: 718-376-8164 • Fax:718-336-1831 • e-mail: ncjwbklynl©aol.com
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Dear Ms. Vereveer,

Our country will

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Tammy Meadows
CCR&R Phone Counselor

CCR&R Programs Are Partially or Wholly Funded by the 
New York State Office of Children & Family Services

5073 Clinton St. Rd.
Batavia, New York 14020

1-800-716-7727
(716) 343-7727 

Fax: (716) 343-8307

123 Ensign Avenue
Medina, New York 14103

1-800-873-2566
(716) 798-1587 

Fax: (716) 798-1587

Child Care Resource
& Referral (CCR&R)

Orleans Community Action Committee (OCAC)

I am writing to you in regard of the Fiscal 
budget proposal. '----  
a $20 billion increase.
Learning Centers.

School readiness is as important as military readiness 
for building a strong and prepared nation. C _ ' .
not prosper if the budget focuses on increasing defense at 
the expense of investing in children.

L Year 2000
The"Fiscal Year 2000 budget must include 

over a 5 year period, in 21st Century

3
9



December 22, 1998

Dear Ms. Verveer,

Sincerely,

Cheryl waterman
Member, Council of Jewish Women 
Long Beach, California Section

Cheryl Waterman
22355 Prairie Road 
El Toro, Ca. 92630

Melanne Verveer
Assistant to the President and Chief of Staff to the First Lady
WOOEOB
Washington, D.C. 20502

I want to remind the President of his and this Administration’s commitment to childcare 
and after school programs. These remain a daily necessity for children and for working 
families. The FY2000 budget must include a $20 billion (over 5 years) increase in the 
21st Century Community Learning Centers. School readiness is as important as military 
readiness for building a strong and prepared nation.

In February, 1998, President Clinton addressed the importance of this issue at the 
Washington Institute of the National Council of Jewish Women. He stated his 
commitment to the above-mentioned budget figures. I am asking that the administration 
not waiver in that commitment. Many children and families are relying on President 
Clinton.



December?, 1998

CHILD CARE AND DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT

Connie Jameson

Ms. Connie Jameson
725 Ackerman Road 
Columbus Ohio 43202

Melanne Verveer
Assistant to the President and
Chief of Staff to the First Lady
100 OEOB
Washington, DC 20502

I am very concerned that the FY 2000 budget must include a $20 billion (over 5 years) 
increase in the Child Care and Development Block Grant and a $5 billion (over 5 years) 
increase in 21st Century Learning Centers. School readiness is as important as military 
readiness for building a strong and prepared nation. Our country will not prosper if the 
budget focuses on increasing defense at the expense of investing in children.
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requires some enforceable rules jnd

jjgjunding cjteice would help too, "K 

parents have dulces, they're not going ; 
IO choose the | pHog where » R)8 # I 
—ich crawlioii on him or gets locked

< r-:>11 DdUCl WsHIlb IU ivuuy Ilia OlllC-a il^ vvii^ivuvu r— ----- --  - ■ ' . • ’7”*
among conservative business people the reality tkal there’s a lot of bad child Ideological istjuea as possible. In the 

a «... ■ ■• - » .1 • • • ■ - _ *1 I___ 4-1  —< —Lil.4 nlfi' <A*
lUCUlU^y to d Ituivy WVIU JvrpvupiL  ̂ IV ucniuiiouiww —------------ -r-------------.   . ■ _j i* ■ ' • .i i 4

morals, habits, values and commit by letting more parents get home early, of conservatives, who warn that bu- dodging Ideology maybe exactly what

C*1
CD

CD

CM
O’
CM 

s ■ 
04
CM

O

•;

Conference on Child Care on Oct. 23. 
What's not to like about nurturing 

• kids? .'■■■.? 7
It turns out that as soon as the 

fs: plenty. The veterans of two decades 

of child-care arguments bear the scars 
of ideological combat The impasse 
created by the old battles Is why so 
much remains to be done.

Already, there are warnings that this 
conference Has a hidden agenda: to 
revive proposals for a massive federal 
day-care program. Tl what we do is 
empower government to spend more 

t....—....... ~ .
ing parents to have more private and 
sectarian li e, church-based! options,

Child Care Without Ideology?
Gary Bauer,resident of the 

...search Council
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Traditionalists such as Bauer say the do." Blankenhorn has_ a less yeBe^ve In a closet,’’j^ya

•• .•

r i

school, yet simply am t afford to leanre places and to encourage small employ- - Rahm Emanut|l, is “access, affordabili 
,ri. Iers to pool resources. ty, safely.* A '!•«“• sjo“!! th?!,
If Bauer wants to lobby his allies The conference will also deal with cause it’s deigned to bury as many
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Ideology is a fancy word for people's to demonstrate their traditional values care out there This raises the hacklies (

AeC?Se moving iX^ongdS mS’^S^k^n^ht more p^we/to taTfo reauci^ts will regulate the care given WdsWd their jrcrents are looking lor.

President Clinton's detractors see
child care as one of those adorable Family Research Council
soccer mom issues he routinely em- ---------
braces to his political benefit. No won- ]  , .
der he and first lady Hillary Rodham for American Values, "and I know
Clinton are hosting a WhiteJfouse others have qualms, about using re­

cent research on early childhood de­
velopment to justify new federal child­
care programs and regulations"

.. ------- ------------- The research he's talking about
government gets involved, thejmswer fo|in(1 thal amount of stimulation

' and affection children get In their first
three years has a lot to do with, how 
well their brains develop. Many par- ^p^heck la^ilies^Lfong, say

scientists helped kick off the new the mother or father would love to be 
round of concern about infant care.

Two things are true about the child-

are inevitable, and (2) they are the last

school grounds for community Hied fule. But oijtiotia require money,
Ub^«« ™ to tol whether for vpuchere, tax credlfo or
Another idea likely to emerge from more school based Infant care. Where
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tax relief to help employers create The mantra for the conference, says 
‘ ■ White Hou«|p spin doctor in-chlef

ty, safety." A clever slogan that be

moral ruckus than how kids should be what about that two-paycheck couple? by churches, neighbors—or Grandma,
brought up and who should do the job: Might it not be helpfol to keep the Well, yea, socpe regulations can be

Conservatives make a fair point when schools open until S p.m. with home- craxy. But recent day-care horror $to-

shouldnotdiscriminate either against or programs’
In favor of couples in which a parent Bauer says a loudly ideologic*! "No!' safety checks, 
stays home. But if the debate gets because this would "continue down ths
bogged down in people's views of femi- road we're on where we think govero-
nism and government, parents looking meat bureaucrats and soda! werltetf 
for just a little help won’t get any. can make up for what parenfo NwiM

problem is that parents, eSpeciaDy response, welcoming the idea prilling analynt at the |h 

mothers, are woriring too much out- I *; '  J ' “ ’ ‘f. *'
side the home. But there are many programs available to all children.''
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ents know this instinctively, but the $35,000 or §40,000 a year—in which the conference is using regulatory and wllHhe money come from?

home at 3 p.m. when the kids get out of more and better child care at work­

care debate: (1) Ideological conflicts work. ers to pool resources.



October 9,1998
*

MEMORANDUM FOR JACK LEW

MELANNE VERVEERFROM:

Child Care and Appropriations NegotiationsSUBJECT:

(1)

(2)

Added to the CCDBG for subsidies.(3)

To support the three discretionary programs of our budget proposal - scholarships, 
standards enforcement, and research.

Targeted in the CCDBG to quality improvements in one of two ways: (a) by adding it to 
the Harkin infant-toddler fund created in the FY 1998 budget; or (b) by adding it to the 
overall quality set-aside (z.e. to the 4 percent floor, with protections against 
supplantation).

First and foremost, we should fight to get the full amount ($182 million) or, preferably, 
more of our discretionary child care request. It is important that this money be appropriated 
without unreasonable strings of later authorization. While we are pleased with the positive 
prospects for the class size reduction initiative, we should be mindful that, in our budget request, 
child care and class size were paid for from the same pot, tobacco revenue, and were proposed 
with similar funding levels. Therefore, we should be sensitive to the perception that the 
Administration is pushing harder for education than for child care.

This memo is to follow up on our conversation of yesterday. As appropriations 
negotiations proceed, I want to thank you again for your attention to child care and to convey our 
position on child care funding priorities. The DPC and NEC agree with the following 

assessment.

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Second, once the funding level is secure, our priority list for how it should be spent is as 
follows:



a

■>

I

re ouse

2

•r
rniitHi',;

HiJ

B rr 

iO’ii

?>•=

.■ ■ ' ■

PHOTOCOPY
PRESERVATION

sllfe

■ •■-== ==

I
I

o

i Li

■ ■”'■*•

^.T

•g

Bt-A

M .
I

1QW

o

SKf «7^'
xv.v, •*(,<o

I
T
\S!



\
Broad Participation Across the Country. The entire conference will be broadcast by satellite to over 100 
locations in over 45 slates across the country, as well as to several Federal agencies. Satellite conferences 
co-hosted by regional federal agencies, local officials, and children's and other organizations.

THE WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON CHILD CARE 
October 23, 1997

During President Clinton's time in office, funding for Head Start has increased by 43%. This funding will contir 
to expand until it reaches the President s goal of serving 1 million children by the year 2002. The President also 
initiated the Early Head Start Program to expand the proven benefits of Head Start to low-income families with 
children age three and under.

To expand the benefits of after-school care, the President has. among other things, supported and signed the Safe 
and Drug Free Schools and Communities Act to fund after-school programs: called for an increased number of 
community schools that stay open longer and provide valuable resources to families and communities; and 
published a guide on Keeping Schools Open as Community Learning Centers.

Clinton Administration Commitment to Strengthening Child Care. President Clinton has worked to improv 
and increase funding for child care. Under President Clinton's leadership, federal funding for child care has 
increased by nearly 70%. The 1996 welfare reform law increased child care funding by $4 billion over 6 years tt 
provide child care assistance to low-income working families and parents moving from welfare to work. A 
percentage of these funds are set aside for efforts to improve the quality of child care. To ensure that children in 
child care are in safe and healthy environments, the President also launched the Healthy Child Care America 
Initiative. And because the Department of Defense child care system has become a model of employer-sponsore 
child care and after-school programming, the President asked the DOD to share its expertise and lessons learned 
with the civilian child care community.

Clinton Administration Commitment to America’s Working Families. This Conference builds on the 
President's record of helping America's working families. To take a few examples, the President fought for pass; 
of the Family and Medical Leave Act to allow workers to take unpaid leave when their families need them. And 
signed into law the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act to extend important new protections for 
estimated 25 million Americans who move from one job to another, or who have pre-existing medical conditions 
And in August 1997, the President signed the Balanced Budget Act which included $24 billion for the Children' 
Health Initiative - the single largest investment in health care for children since 1965. President Clinton has als< 
fought to expand economic opportunity for working families, including a $500 per-child tax credit for children 
under age 17 - helping 27 million families with 45 million children. The Administration also expanded the Ean 
Income Tax Credit to give 15 million families tax relief, and increased the minimum wage by 90 cents.

Conference Program and Participants. During the morning session, experts will discuss why child care matte 
both to our children's development and to the economy, and will examine the slate of child care in this country. 
The panelists for this first session are: Ms. Ellen Galinsky, Families and Work Institute; Ms. Michelle Sehgson, 
National Institute of Out-of-School Time: Secretary of the Treasury Robert Rubin; Secretary of HHS Donna 
Shalala; Governor James Hunt. North Carolina; Dr. Valora Washington. W.K. Kellogg Foundation; and Patty 
Siegel. California Child Care Resource and Referral Network. The afternoon session will highlight promising 
efforts around the country and discuss how all members of the community can meet critical child care challenge.1 
Panelists are: Major General John G. Meyer. United States Army; Representative Jane Maroney, Delaware State 
Legislator; Dr. Susan Aronson. American Academy of Pediatrics; Bishop Joseph M. Sullivan. Diocese of 
Brooklyn; Ms. Beatriz Otero. Calvery Bi-Lingual Multicultural Learning Center; Mr. John J. Sweeney, AFL-CK 
and Mr. Doug Price, FirstBank of Colorado.

/ hope that this conference will he the beginning of a national dialogue about how best to care for all of America’s 
children and will make a valuable contribution to our effort to improve child care in this country. ”

— President Clinton. July 23, 1997

Today, the President and First Lady are hosting the first-ever White House Conference on Child Care. The day­
long conference will address the need that America's parents have for safe, affordable child care for their childrei 
Millions of Americans, struggling to be both good parents and good workers, rely on child care and after-school 
programs to care for their children for part of each day. Exploring the roles of both the public and private sectors 
the Conference is intended to begin a dialogue on three of the most pressing child care issues — availability, 
affordability, and assuring safety and quality.



Today, President Clinton announced a National Child Care Provider Scholarship Fund as well as an outreach 
plan to let child care providers know that they may be eligible for Pell Grants. Too many child care providers 
currently do not have the training our children deserve and are not rewarded with higher compensation when 
they do have training. The measures announced today will help improve the quality of our nation’s child care by 
helping caregivers get training and raise their pay, and thereby supporting efforts to recruit and retain them.

Modeled on Successful Programs: The Fund is modeled on the North Carolina T.E.A.C.H. Early Childhood 
Project, a bipartisan program that has been shown to work. Participants in T.E.A.C.H. complete an average of 
1 8 credit hours per year and receive an average 10 % increase in their wages. They have less than a 10 % 
turnover rate, compared to the statewide rate of 42 %. The President's Child Care Provider Scholarship Fund is 
also modeled on the Defense Department’s model of tying pay raises to increased training, which has helped to 
make the Department of Defense child care system one of the best in the world.

Up to a SI,500 Scholarship and Higher Pay For Continued Service: The Fund will provide scholarships of 
up to $1,500 to current and future child care providers who agree to remain in the field for at least one year after 
receiving assistance. These providers will earn increased compensation or a bonus when they complete their 
course work, provided by some combination of the Fund and the provider's employer.

New National Child Care Provider Scholarship Fund: The National Child Care Provider Scholarship Fund 
will provide more than $300 million in scholarships over five years to up to 50,000 child care providers 
annually -- helping the more than half a million children they care for.

Public-Private Partnership: The Fund will receive at least $250 million in Federal funds over five years, with 
every four dollars of Federal funds matched with at least a dollar of private, local or State funds. States will 
have flexibility in designing their programs, and can provide scholarships for students working toward a state or 
national credential, certificate, or Associate, B.A. or B.S. degree. States cannot use the Fund to substitute for 
existing efforts. States also cannot provide scholarships to employees or child care providers that are not 

licensed or registered.

PRESIDENT CLINTON ANNOUNCES CHILD CARE PROVIDER SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
October 23. 1997

Actions To Help Child Care Workers Take Advantage of Pell Grants, the New Lifetime Learning Tax 
Credit and Other Financial Aid: Many child care providers are not aware of other financial aid that is 
available now. Today, the Secretaries of Education and Health and Human Services jointly sent a letter to child 
care providers m all 50 states, providing them with information on the aid already available to current and future 
child care providers, including Pell Grants, the new Lifetime Learning and HOPE Tax Credits, and loans.

Builds On Pell Grants: While not limited to those eligible for Pell Grants, the scholarships build on Pell 
Grants for those eligible, by covering any costs not covered by Pell, including tuition and fees, books, supplies, 
transportation, and child care expenses. For example, a typical caregiver in a child care center earns $12,000 a 
year. Attending a community college half time, with total costs of $3,000, this individual would be eligible for 
a $1.350 Pell Grant in 1997-98. The Fund will then provide additional monies. All applicants must first apply 
for Pell Grants before receiving a Child Care Provider Scholarship.

Builds on the President’s Actions to Make Higher Education Universal and Lifetime Learning the 
Standard: Today’s initiatives build on President Clinton's historic achievements to promote opportunities for 
lifclonu learning, including winning the largest increase in Pell Grants in more than 20 years, creating HOPE 
and Lifetime Learning fax Credits, expanding College Work Study, creating the Direct Lending program that 
lets students repay their loans as a share of their income, and creating AmeriCorps National Service program to 
enable voting people to earn money for college while serving their country.



Today, President Clinton transmitted the National Crime Prevention and Privacy 
Compact to Congress. The compact will facilitate effective background checks on child 
care providers by eliminating state law barriers to the sharing of criminal history 
information for purposes other than ongoing criminal investigations. The vast majority of 
child care providers are caring people who have dedicated their lives to teaching and 
nurturing children. But one tragedy in child care is too many, and background checks are 
one important way to ensure that the people watching our children are fit for this 

responsibility.

One Step in Ensuring Safety of Child Care. A background check is only a first step in 
assuring that our children are cared for safely. Many people who are unsuited to be child 
care providers are never arrested or convicted of a crime; most child abuse cases, for 
example, are not prosecuted in criminal court. A recent study by the American Bar 
Association's Center for Children and the Law found that personal interviews and 
reference checks arc essential tools in checking the credentials of caregivers.

Current Limitations on Information. Many states currently have laws prohibiting 
release of criminal history records for purposes other than ongoing criminal investigations 
- such as in connection with background checks for employment or licensing. This 
means that a child care agency wishing to do a nationwide check to determine whether a 
potential child care worker has a criminal history will not be able to gain direct access to 
all states' records but instead must go to the FBI for information. FBI records, however, 
are not nearly as complete as states’ own records because state reporting of criminal 
dispositions to the FBI is wholly voluntary. In addition, FBI checks can take weeks or 
months to complete because of the total volume of FBI records and the FBI’s nationwide 

criminal responsibilities.

PRESIDENT CLINTON SENDS NATIONAL CRIME PREVENTION 
AND PRIVACY COMPACT TO CONGRESS

October 23. 1997

Effect of the Compact. Under the compact, each ratifying state would agree to release 
its own criminal history information to other ratifying states for any purpose authorized 
by the receiving state’s law. This means an agency wanting to do a nationwide check for 
a purpose authorized by state law need not rely on incomplete FBI records, but may gain 
access directly to other states’ complete criminal records. The only role played by the 
FBI would be to give the requesting agency a list of the states in which the individual has 
a criminal record (information which the FBI would have in complete form), so that the 
agency can access those states’ records directly. IrtThis way, the compact will vastly 
increase the effectiveness and efficiency of nationwide criminal background checks.
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I also want to greet the hundreds of people gathered at 
the Departments of Agriculture. Labor, and Health and Human Sen ices 
here in Washington, and to the thousands more who are joining us via 
satellite from the more than 100 sites at universities, hospitals and 
schools and businesses around the country'.

I’d like to take a minute for all of us to think about 
what's happening in America this morning, and about what happens 
even morning. Parents are making the preparations to get to work, 
and those preparations include for most working families putting 
their children in the care of others. And most, even before they're 
out the door, are worrying about the logistics of the care that their 
children will receive. Some are even worrying about the safety or 
quality of that care.

MRS. CLINTON: fhank you and please be sealed, and 
welcome to the White House Conference on Child Care. We are 
delighted to have with us in the East Room today members of-Gongress 
and the President's Cabinet, other officials from the government here 
in Washington. We have many elected officials from around the 
country and a great group of distinguished guests, including parents 
and experts in this important issue.

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
AND FIRST LADY

AT WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON CHILD CARE



w

-J

Earlier this month I went to the University of Maryland 
to visit its center for young children, and as soon as I walked in 
the door 1 knew immediately it was the kind of place any of us would 
feel comfortable sending our children. I was. frankly, tempted to 
sign up myself. The walls were painted bright colors. There was 
lots of natural light. The workers there were creative, energetic 
and focused. Inside there were toys and crafts material. Outside 
there was a playground. And the children looked happy and occupied 
and full of energy.

Now. later I left the center to make a speech, and after 
the speech I opened the floor to questions. And the very first 
question was one that I thought summed up the dilemma that we face 
today. It came from a divorced mother who works full-time as a 
secretary at the university. To send her 4-year-old son to the 
center 1 had visited, she told me. would cost $6,000 a year, a 
quarter of her income, and she just couldn't do it. She had to do 
some real juggling to get the situation that she told me about. She 
was able to send her son to another less expensive center because she 

And before we finish today, many more working parents
ill keep looking anxiouslc al the clock and will murmur into 

telephones the instructions that their children need after school, 
because their concerns don't, end at the end of the day for their 
children's school time, because parents won't gel home, so that the}' 
have to worry about what happens to keep their child sale and well 
occupied during those hours, as well.

These are just some of the questions that America's 
parents are asking themselves this morning and every morning that 
the} prepare to go to work. Some parents ask lhemselves these 
questions in the afternoon, as the} prepare io go to a swing shift, 
or at midnight as the} start to work in one of the other jobs that 
are essential to keeping our economy strong. . ■

There are man}' w ho are wondering w hether the}' would get 
better quality care if they could pa} more. Others are struggling to 
determine how they'll be able to afford next month's payment. And 
there are many who are in the work force who worry every da\ about 
how they'll care for their child and hold dow n the job that they 
need. Man} parents w ill go to work, but have trouble focusing on 
work because they are worried about the sniffle that their daughter 
had or wondering how their son is taring.
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qualified for a scholarship, and she moved back in with her parents. 
()therwise. she said. I would have to quit my job and go on welfare, 
and then 1 would have to worry about who would watch my child as 1 
looked for a job.

And quality care, as Paula and so many others know , when 
it is available is often financially out of reach. According to the 
i 995 census, families earning under 81.21)0 a month or less than 
815.000 a year pay an average of 25 percent of their income for child 
care. Middle class families are hit hard as well. These families, 
earning up to S36.OOO a year pay 12 percent of their income for child 
care.

She and so many women like her are the reason we are 
here today, and parents like Paula Brogho. who is here with us in 
the East Room, represent the millions of parents w ho worry about this 
important issue. Thirteen million American children spend all or 
some of their day being cared for by someone other than their parent. 
Yet. a recent national study found that child care at most centers in 
our country is. "poor to mediocre, with almost half of the infants 
and toddlers in rooms having less than minimal quality."

The urgency of this conference today to focus on child 
care is heightened by the new scientific information we have about 
the emotional and intellectual development of young children. As we 
learned at the White House Conference on Early Childhood Development 
in April, what happens to a child in the earliest years affects how 
well he or she learns for a lifetime. With 45 percent of our 
children under the age of one in day care regularly, the issue of 
quality has tremendous bearing not just on individual lives, but on 
the future of our nation.

What's more, we now know from other studies that good 
care, whether given at home or in a day care setting, is good care. 
Done right, day care can be beneficial for children, and it is. 
therefore, worth our investment.

The slud} also concluded that lull} 40 percent of the 
rooms serving infants in centers pro\ ided care that w as of such poor 
quality as to jeopardize children’s health, safety or de\ elopment. A 
recent University of Colorado at Denver survey of child care in four 
states found only one in seven child care centers to be of good 
qualit}.
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We also know there are models ot excellent child care 
around the country and we will hear about some of them - like the 
military’s day care system or the Smart Start Program in North 
Carolina. These initiatives provide examples of best practices and 
can energize and inspire us to do more.

So I hope we approach this conversation with a certain 
fearlessness, with the same kind of energy that I see on the face of 
a three or four-year-old who's going about some task that he knows 
will occupy himself. We need to have the same kind of fearless 
approach, asking the hard questions and then listening to the 
answers.

We also know how important it is to ensure choice for 
parents in their selection of child care. One size fits all child 
care does not fit America's families. We don't work the same hours, 
we don't have the same economic or other kinds of pressures that 
we're dealing with, so we have to provide more options and we have to 
empower parents with good information to enable them to become good 
consumers. We also have to find ways that would make it easier and 
more affordable for parents who want to stay home with their children 
for some period of time to be able to afford to do so.

There's another reason that compels us to act. and that 
is demand. Demand for quality child care is growing, hastened on hv 
our new economy, which has meant in the last 4<) years dramatic 
changes in the American work force and in the American famih s life. 
\\ e know , for example, that half of all mothers w ith children under 
one year of age are working outside the home, and not only are more 
parents working, they are working longer hours. Also, with welfare 
reform we know that many more children will be needing quaiitv citild 
care.

So this conference is meant to start a conversation. Il 
is only one day. but we hope it is a day that will renew our efforts 
to improve child care in America. We also hope it w ill involve 
entire national community, because every aspect (if our life togetner 
must be involved in looking tor solutions. The federal government 
has a role to play, but so do slate governments, business and labor, 
the nonprofit and religious communities, school systems, indiv iduai 
citizens, and especially parents.
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Now I'd like to address your attention to a video 
produced by New Screen Concepts, in association with the Families and 
Work Institute, entitled. "Why Should We Care about Child Care?"

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very'much. Welcome to the 
White House. Thank you very much. Kathy Carliner, for your 
remarkable statement. And I thought you were very good in the film. 
Rob Reiner wants to give you a screen test. (Laughter.)

1 hese are tough questions, and there are many more that 
we w ill be considering today. But we consider these questions at an 
'ipportune time. And we hope that this conference will spur the 
conversations around kitchen tables and water coolers and standing in 
supermarket aisles or at soccer games, or w bile going to or from w ork 
in the carpool — whatever it takes to engage more Americans in this 
discussion, to make it clear that we want American parents to succeed 
at the most important task they have, caring for the next generation, 
and to be good workers who contribute to the economy and the quality 
i>t life that we enjoy in our country.

I am so happy to see all of you here. There are many 
people here who might well be introduced, but I think I must start 
with the people who are terribly important to whether we will be able 
to tully achieve our part of the great agenda w e are going to lay out

There will be a lot of questions raised today - 
questions about how to ensure the safety of every child in child 
care: how to do a better job of training and paying care-givers: how 
to encourage more employers to provide child care benefits ol some 
■ arietv to employees: how to make successful after-school programs 
more w idely available: how to meet the needs of children w ith 
disabilities: how to better support parents w ho choose, often at 
significant cost, to stay home with their children: how to ensure 
that quality and affordability do not come at the expense of one 
.mother: and how to learn from the goou models that we have in everv 
community and state of our country: and. also, how do we leave 
ideology at the door and honestly address the real needs of America's 
families.
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today - the members of Congress who are here. \nd I'd like to eall 
their names, and then when 1 finish, ask them all to stand.

This is an anniversary of sons for me. It was six 
ears ago today as a newly-announced candidate for President that 1 

w ent back to my alma mater at Georgetown and began a series of three 
peeches outlining what I thought America ought to look like in the 

21 st century and what I thought we would have to do to create a 
country in w hich everyone had an opportunity, even one was expected 
to be a responsible citizen, and where we came together across all 
the lines that divide us into one community.

There are many things that are necessary for that to be 
done, but clearly two of them are. first, people in this connin' ha\ e 
to be able to succeed at work and at home in raising their children. 
And if we put people in the position of essentially having to chose 
one over the other, our country is going to be profoundly weakened. 
Obviously, if people are worried sick about their children, and they

Senator Herb Kohl, who sponsored legislation on child 
care: Senator Jack Reed; Congressman Bill Clay: Congressman Sandy 
Levin; Congresswoman Rosa DeLauro: Congresswoman L\nn W oolsex: 
Congresswoman Sue Kelly: Congresswoman Maxine Waters: Congressman 
.Xavier Becerra: and Congressman Kick Lampson. Would the members of 
Congress who are here please stand. 1 hank you for coming. 
(.Applause.)

I'd also like to thank my longtime friend — Hillary and
I have been friends of Governor Jim Hunt and his wife. Carolyn, who 
are here, for almost 20 years now And 1 think Governor Romer is 
here or on his way. Mayor Clever, we re glad to see you. And John 
Sweeney. the head ot the AI L-CK >. and others who have come to be with 
us today. I thank you eery much.

This is a happy day at the White 1 louse, first for all 
the peopie in the administration and ail those who have worked with 
them for months and months and months to help this day come to pass; 
and second, and even more important, from my point of view , this is a 
happy day because 1 have been listening to the First Lady talk-about 
this for more than 25 years now - i laughter) - and it may be that 1 
will finally be able to participate in at least a small fraction of 
what I have been told for a long time 1 should be doing. (Laughter.) 
And I say that in good humor, but also w'ith great seriousness.
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The expanded earned income tax credit helps to ensure 
that parents who work don't have to raise their children in poverty. 
No one who is out there working full-time with children should have 
to worry about that. Expanded Head Start programs are serving more 
families than ever before. We've collected record sums of child 
support enforcement. The historic balanced budget I signed this 
summer provides a S500-per-child tax credit and helps parents to pay 
for their children's college education through IRAs. expanded loans 
and Pell Grants, the HOPE Scholarship and other tax credits.

Second, w e ll never be the kind of country w e ought to 
be unless we believe that e\ ery child counts and that everv child 
ought to have a chance to make the most of his or her God-given 
abilities.

As the Catholic Conference has noted, no government can 
love a child and no policy can substitute for a family’s care. But 
there is much that we can do to help parents do their duty to their 
children. From my days as governor of Arkansas to my service as 
President, strengthening families has been a central goal of what I 
have worked on. I'm ven' proud that the first bill I had the 
opportunity to sign into law as President was the Family and Medical 
[.cave Act. so that no parent has to choose between caring for a child 
or keeping a job when a family member is ill.

fail at work, it's not just individual firms, it's the economic- 
fabric and strength of the country that is w eakened. Far more 
important, if people fail at home, they have failed in our most 
important job. and our most solemn responsibility

That's w lw we re here today - to examine w here we are 
and what we still have to do. And w hat we still have to do is quite 
a lot. to make sure we live by what we believe when we say that all 
parents should be able to succeed at home and at w ork and that c\ ery 
child counts. No parent should ever have to chose between work and 
family: between earning a decent wage and caring for a child. 
Especially in this day and age when most parents work, nothing is 
more important, as you have just heard Kathy Carliner say. than 
finding child care that is affordable, accessible, and safe. It is 
America's next great frontier, in strengthening our families and our 
future.



The shortage of care puts older children at risk, as
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Riley's called 21st Century Community Schools in w hich 
we ask for funds to help our states keep our schools open after 
classroom hours for children who have no place else to go and need 
that environment.

The first thing we have to do is to make it possible for- 
parents to spend time with their children whenex er possible. That's 
w hy 1 hope the Congress will vote to expand the Family and Medical 
Leave law so that parents at least can take some time off for their 
children's medical appointments, teacher conferences and other basic 
duties. And 1 support flex-time laws that will allow workers to 
choose between receiving overtime in pay or in time off with their 
families.

We've also made some progress on child care. Since
109.3. child care assistance has increased by 70 percent to help 
families pax- for nearly a million children. Last year in the welfare 
reform debate, we fought and won the battle to expand child care 
assistance by $4 billion oxer the next six years, giv ing states an 
unprecedented opportunity to lead, to innovate in efforts to make 
child care more affordable.

But during those times when children can’t be with their 
parents, they must get care that keeps them safe and that helps them 
to learn and grow. As we all know, too often that isn't the 
case. Too often, child care is unaffordable, inaccessible and. 
sometimes, even unsafe. The cost, as Hillary' said, strains millions 
of family budgets. And government assistance meets just about a 
quarter of the need. Even for those xvho can afford it. sometimes 
good care is hard to find, as Kathy said in her remarks. Waiting 
lists sometimes takes months or y ears to move, forcing many parents 
to cobble together unstable arrangements.

But we have to do more. With more families required to 
rely on two incomes to make ends meet, with more single-parent 
families than ever, more y oung children are left in the care of 
others ex en in their earliest y ears. And as the First Lady said, we 
learned at our Conference on Early Childhood and the Brain, that's 
w hen children develop or fail to develop capacities that will shape 
the entire rest of their lives. It's also true that more and more 
schoolchildren are returning to empty homes after school.
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Second, we have to weed out the people who have no 
business taking care of our children in the first place. I am 
transmitting to Congress the National Crime Prevention and Privacy 
Compact, which will make background checks on child care providers 
easier and more effective by eliminating state barriers to sharing 
criminal histories for this specific purpose. I urge Congress to 
pass and states to ratify this legislation.

In the coming months, our administration will develop a 
plan to be unveiled at the next State of the I nion. to improve access 
and affordability, and to help to ensure the safety of child care in 
America. In the meantime. 1 want to announce four specific things we 
can do right now.

Third. I've asked Secretary Rubin to oversee a working 
group on child care, composed primarily of business leaders working 

uh labor and community representatives to find ways more businesses 
can provide child care or help their employees afford high quality
child care. .And again. I thank John Sweeney for his important 
support of this initiative. (Applause.) In some ways the most

w ell. Fix e million of them between the ages of fix e and 14 are left 
to fend tor themselves after school. And as ibex- get older, that 
increases the chances that they'll be exposed to drugs, tobacco and 
crime.

First. I'm asking Congress to establish a nexv 
scholarship fund for child care proxiders. (Applause.) Foo many 
care-givers don't have the training they need to prox ide the best 
possible care. Those xvho do hax e training are rarely compensated 
w ith higher wages. The scholarship program 1 propose will help 
students earn their degrees as long as they remain in the child care 
field for at least a year, and it will ensure that care-givers who 
complete their training will receive a bonus or a raise.

Finally, studies haxe shown that too many child care 
facilities are literally unsafe. The tragedies that haxe befallen 
families who depended on child care continue to make headlines all 
across our nation. This conference is an important step forxvard in 
addressing all these issues. What we learn today should spur us on 
to find w ays to help parents, all parents, afford safe, affordable, 
high quality child care, whether it’s al home, a child care center or 
a neighbor's house.



Thank you very much. (Applause.)

* * * * *
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Finally, we must use community sen ice to strengthen and 
expand access to after-school programs. 1’oday. the Corporation for 
National Service through its To Learn and Crow Initiative will pledge 
to help after-school programs all across our country to use 
volunteers to provide better care to children. It is releasing a 
how-to manual for groups who want to incorporate community service 
into after-school programs. And 1 think that. Secretary Riley, if we 
can win in our little budget battle here on the 21 century community 
schools, then together, we can do some real good out there on this 
issue.

My friends, for centuries, over two now. the American
Dream has represented a compact that those who work hard and play by 
the rules should be able to build belter lives for themselves and for 
their children. In this time, and even more into the future, child 
care that is too expensive, unsafe or unavailable will be a very 
stubborn obstacle to realizing that dream. So let us commit 
ourselves to clearing the obstacle, to helping parents fulfill their 
most sacred duty, to keeping the .American Dream alive tor them and 
most important, for their children.

gripping part of that film we saw was the father talking about how he 
was just consumed with worry al work. No parent should ever have to 
go through that.



Strengthening America’s Working Families .

\

President Clinton is hosting the first-ever While House Conference on Child Care to focus the 
nation's attention on the importance of addressing the need for safe, affordable, quality child care. 
Phis Conference underscores and builds upon the President Clinton's commitment to strengthen the 
\merican family by giving parents the tools they need to fulfill their responsibilities and giving 

children the ability to reach their full potential.

Providing Economic Opportunity . In 1993. President Clinton put into place an economic 
strategy that invests in people and provides real opportunity. President Clinton has fought for 
policies that help working parents fulfill their responsibilities, including winning inclusion of a 
$500 per-child tax credit for children under age 17 in the Balanced Budget Act - helping 27 
million families with 45 million children. The new Child Tax Credit is in addition to the 
Earned Income Tax Credit and the Child and Dependent Care Tax Credit (tax credits President

Caring for America’s Children
The Clinton Administration and Child Care

October 23, 1997

Over ihe past decade, the number of American families with working parents has expanded 
dramatically. Making high quality child care more affordable and accessible is critical to the 
strength of our families and to healthy child development and learning..... Each of us -from 
businesses to religious leaders to policy-makers and elected officials -has a responsibility and 
an important stake in making sure that children of all ages have the best possible care 
available to them. From infancy through adolescence, in child care settings and after-school 
programs, children can learn and thrive with the right care, attention, and education.

- President Clinton, July 23. 1997

Putting Families First. Throughout his presidency. President Clinton has worked hard to help 
America’s working families. That is why the President fought for the passage of the Family 
and Medical Leave Act (FMLA) to allow workers to take up to 12 weeks unpaid leave to care 
for a newborn or adopted child, to attend to their own serious health needs, or to care for a 
seriously ill parent, child or spouse. In June 1996. President Clinton proposed expanding 
EMLA to allow workers to take up to 24 unpaid hours off each year for school and early 
childhood education activities, routine family medical care, and caring for an elderly relative. 
The President also has fought for greater health security for America's families. He signed into 
law the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act which includes important new 
protections for an estimated 25 million Americans who move from one job to another, who are 
self-employed, or who have pre-existing medical conditions. And in August 1997, President 
Clinton signed the Balanced Budget Act which included $24 billion for the Children’s Health 
Initiative - the single largest investment in health care for children since 1965 - to provide 
meaningful health care coverage to millions of uninsured children.



Investing in Child Care

\

Developed a Full-Pay, Full-Year Head Start Initiative. In March 1997. the Administration 
announced a new Head Start initiative that will expand Head Start services for children while 
also helping parents, including those moving from welfare to work. Under the new initiative, 
child care providers will be given priority for Head Start expansion funds to deliver foll-day, 
full-year Head Start services in partnership with Head Start. Children will stay in one place all 
day rather than attending Head Start for half a day then moving to child care for the remainder 
of the dav.

Increasing Child Care Funding. Because of President Clinton's leadership, federal funding 
for direct child care subsidies has increased by nearly 70 percent since he took office, providing 
child care services for over one million children. The 1996 welfare law increased child care 
funding by S4 billion over six years, providing child care assistance to low-income working 
families and parents moving from welfare to work.

Created Early Head Start for 0-3 Year Olds. Initiated by the President in 1994. there are 
now 143 Early Head Start programs across the country, expanding the proven benefits of 
Head Start to low-income families with children age three and under. The program provides 
early, continuous and comprehensive child development and family support services, preparing 
children for a lifetime of learning and development. In FY 1997. the program will have served 
nearly 25.000 children and their families.

Clinton protected during the balanced budget negotiations). President Clinton also expanded 
the Earned Income fax Credit to give 15 million working families tax relief. In 1997, the 

average tax credit is SI.450 on family income up to $29,290. And the President proposed 
and signed into law an increase in the minimum wage from S4.25 to S5.1 5. For a full-time, 
year-round worker at minimum wage, this 90-cent increase raises yearly income by $1,800 - as 
much as the average family spends on groceries over seven months.

Increasing Participation in Head Start and Improving Program Quality. For more than 
thirty years. Head Start has been one of our nation's best investments ensuring that low-income 
children start school ready to learn. President Clinton has made expanding and improving 
Head Start a priority of his Administration. Since 1993. funding for the program has increased 
by 43 percent - in fiscal year 1997. Head Start will serve nearly 800.000 low-income children 
four years old and younger. The Balanced Budget continues the expansion of Head Start 
toward the President's goal of serving one million children in 2002. Over the last three years, 
the Clinton Administration has also invested significantly in improving program quality, 
providing local programs with the resources they need to attract and retain high quality 
teachers, and ensuring the safety of Head Start centers.



\v

J.

Easing the Commuting Dilemma for Families. The President is fighting for welfare-to-work 
transportation grants to assist states and local communities in moving individuals from welfare- 
to-work — including helping parents with small children obtain transportation to their jobs and 
to child care. Proposed legislation is included in the transportation authorization bills currently 
before Congress. In addition, as a part of the Transportation Department's Livable
Communities Initiative, the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) has provided opportunities

Expanding Child Care in Rural America. Under the Clinton Administration, the Agriculture 
Department's Rural Housing Service's Community Facilities program is directing its efforts 
towards meeting the need for quality child care in rural areas. As a part of this effort. 31 child 
care centers were created in FY 1997 and the program will expand in FY 1998. In addition, the 
Rural Housing Service has been forming partnerships with other federal programs (including 
Head Start) and the private sector to help provide child care in rural America.

Serving Children with Special Needs. Under the Clinton Administration, the Department of 
Justice has worked hard to make sure that children with disabilities have access to child care 
along with non-disabled children. For instance, the Justice Department has entered into 
agreements regarding children with disabilities with the two largest child care companies in the 
country — KanderCare has agreed to do “finger-prick” tests as requested by doctors and parents 
for children with diabetes and. in another agreement with KinderCare. the company has agreed 
to develop a model policy to enable a child with mental retardation to attend one of its centers

ith a state-funded personal care attendant. In addition. La Petite Academy has agreed to do the
same "finger-prick” tests, to keep epinephrine on hand for severe and possibly-life-threatening 
allergy attacks, and to make changes to some of its programs so that children with cerebral 
palsy can participate. The Justice Department also provides information through its ADA 
information hotline (1-800-514-0301. 1-800-514-0383 TDD) and produces Commonly Asked 
(Juestions about Child Care Centers and the ADA for distribution. Additionally, the HHS 
Child Care Bureau has launched a special initiative to assist ten states to develop and 
implement effective plans aimed at improving and expanding their child care service delivery 
svstem. The project. "Map to Inclusive Child Care.” will expand to other states over the next 
three years.

Providing Child Care in Urban Communities. Under the Clinton Administration, the 
Department of Housing and Urban Development is supporting working families and those 
moving to work by providing both quality child care for their children and opportunities for 
parents to become self sufficient. Community Development Block Grants fund initiatives 
that include education/training opportunities, on-site after-school child care and construction 
of child care and youth centers. The Ounce of Prevention Program enhances efforts already 
underway in Empowerment Zones/Enterprise Communities with summer and after-school 
education/recreation activities and mentoring and tutoring programs. In 1997, the 
Department awarded S55O million in urban revitalization (HOPE VI) funds which will be 
used to physically revitalize communities and fund initiatives such as on-site day care centers 
and transportation services that provide access to employment centers and health care 
facilities. In 1997, the Administration funded S42 million for the Family Economic 
Development and Supportive Services (EDSS) program that will include child care services, 
youth leadership and mentoring skills and famiiy/parental development counseling.



Ensuring Health and Nutrition in ( hild Care

Caring for School-Age Children
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Improving Health and Safety v ith Healthy Child Care America. In an effort to improve the 
health and safety of child care programs and to provide child health education to child care 
providers and parents, in 1995. the Clinton Administration launched the Healthy Child Care 
America initiative. This effort has established partnerships between child care providers and 
health care services in 46 states, helping to ensure that children in child care are in safe and 
healthv environments.

Convened the 1997 School-Age Child Care Forums. The Child Care Bureau at the 
Department of Health and Human Services convened ten regional conferences to share 
promising initiatives for school-age children among child care, education, and community 
based organizations from nearly every state. These conferences spurred additional dialogue 
among participants and stimulated planning to address ■'out of school time" in states and 
communities across the country.

for on-site community services - Head Start facilities, a health clinic, and child care centers — 
at transit facilities across the country to help parents obtain child care for their children on their 
commuting routes to work or training.

Ensuring that Children in C hild ( are Settings Are Properly Immunized. In July 1997. 
President Clinton proposed new child care regulations to ensure that children in child care 
receive the immunizations they need on time. The proposed rule would require that all children 
in federally subsidized child care be immunized according to state public health agency 
standards. This proposed regulation will particularly affect those children in child care 
arrangements that are legal but exempt from state licensing requirements.

Providing Quality Nutrition to Children in Child Care. President Clinton has maintained 
the commitment to providing quality nutrition in the Child and Adult Care Food Program 
(CACFP). a federal program that provides healthy meals and snacks in child and adult day care 
facilities. In 1997, the program provided meals to about 2.5 million children and almost 
50,000 adults in approximately 35.000 child care centers (including after-school centers), 
195.000 family and group day care homes, and 1.500 adult day care centers. Child care 
providers in the CACFP must serve meals that meet federal nutrition guidelines, and must offer 
free or reduced-price meals to those eligible. The General Accounting Office identified 
CACFP as one of the most effective vehicles for reaching family child care providers and 
enhancing the care they provide because of its unique combination of resources, training, 
oversight and peer support. Notably. 87 percent of family child care homes that are considered 
to be providing good quality child care are participating in the Child and Adult Care Food 
Program, according to the Families and Work Institute's Study of Children in Family Child 
Care and Relative Care.
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Supporting Positive After-School Choices with the Sate and Drug-Free Schools 
( (immunities Act. Because children unsupervised after school are more likely to engage in 
risky behaviors like substance use, the Safe and Drug-Free Schools and Communities Act funds 
before and after-school programs. In the 1994-95 school year, over 2,700 school districts used 
these funds to support before- and after-school activities.

Staving Safe After School with Community' Schools. In the Anti-Gang and Youth Violence 
Initiative, the President has called for 1.000 new after-school initiatives across the country. 
Schools that stay open longer and are open on weekends and during the summer can provide 
students, parents and communities with access to valuable resources. Turning schools into 
after-hour safe havens can help to prevent violent crime and violent behavior while boosting 
our children's academic achievement.

Helping Children Through Service. As co-chair of the Presidents' Summit for America's 
Future. President Clinton helped bring businesses, nonprofits, states and communities, and 
volunteer groups to Philadelphia in April 1997 to focus on service and to ensure that every 
child in America has five key resources - a caring adult, a safe place, a healthy start, a 
marketable skill, and a chance to serve. Many of the hundreds of corporations and nonprofits 
that made commitments at the summit pledged to become involved in after-school and 
mentoring programs. America's Promise, the nonprofit organization founded to follow up on 
the summit promises, is now working with these organizations to ensure that they do so.

Providing After-School Activities Through 21st Century Learning Centers and Title I. 
The Clinton Administration's Improving Americas Schools Act of 1994 reauthorized the 
Elementary and Secondary Education Act. This law included a new statutory requirement that 
encourages schools receiving funding to enhance their instruction with such programs as 
extended school years, before- and after-school programs, and summer programs — effectively 
giving ■'teeth” to after-school options. For instance. Title 1 - which is funded by the 
Improving America's Schools .Act and provides extra help with basic and advanced skills to 
disadvantaged students in elementary and secondary schools - has been successful in helping 
Title 1 funded schools provide after-school programs. In addition, under this law. the 21st 
Century Community Learning Center program has been developed -- a program that once fully 
implemented will benefit urban and rural schools and their communities, allowing schools to 
stax- open beyond the normal hours, offering expanded learning opportunities to children after­
school. The President's current budget request includes S50 million to fund 350 21st Century 
Community Learning Center programs in FY 1998.

Keeping Schools Open as Community Learning Centers -- A Guide. In Mav 1997. First 
Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton released Keeping Schools Open as Community Learning 
Centers: Extending Learning tn a Safe. Drug-Free Environment Before and A fter School. The 
Department of Education, along with the National Community Education Association. Policy 
Studies Associates, and the American Bar Association, wrote the step-by-step guidebook on 
how school facilities can be used for after-school programs.



Providing Information and Technical Assistance
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Aiding the Boys and Girls Clubs of America. The Clinton Administration is providing 
resources to the Boys and Girls Clubs of America to establish and enhance more clubs 
throughout the United States. These Clubs are situated in at-risk communities and reach 
thousands of kids through violence prevention and reduction, educational health programs and 
youth leadership development. For instance, the Boys and Girls Clubs of America was 
awarded an AmeriCorps grant to provide education awards to 100 full-time and 800 part-time 
AmeriCorps members in up to 100 clubs early next year. The AmeriCorps members will be 
either older (17 and 18 year-olds) Boys or Girls Clubs members or club member alumni who 
will serve as tutors, mentors, and recreation activity coordinators m after-school programs.

Promoting Public/Private Partnerships. The Child Care Bureau has launched a nationwide 
effort to promote public/'private partnerships in child care by providing technical assistance to 
states on promising initiatives going on across the country.

Providing a Resource and Referral Clearinghouse for Working Families. The Department 
of Labor Women's Bureau recently published a report entitled: What Works! The Working 
Women Count Honor Roll Final Report which highlights employers who have made real 
change in the areas that working women and their families care about most -- pay and benefits, 
familv friendly workplaces (including child care) and respect and fair treatment on the job. 
Hundreds of employers accepted this challenge to deliver real change - especially in child care. 
This guide was a result of the Working Women Count national questionnaire which surveyed 
250.000 working women - the largest questionnaire of w orking w omen ever. Notably, child 
care was identified as a top issue for working women. In addition to this guide, the Labor 
Department has expanded its resource and referral clearinghouse for employers and working

Enhancing Child Care and After-School Care with the Corporation for National Service. 
Established by President Clinton in 1993. the Corporation for National Service, through 
AmeriCorps. Learn and Serve America and the National Senior Service Corps, is addressing the 
needs of children through service activities. Approximate!)- two-thirds of the national service 
programs work to address the needs of children and youth often in child care and after-school 
settings. AmeriCorps members, college students, and senior volunteers, working alongside 
child care providers, are serving as tutors and mentors, health and nutrition educators, in both 
child care and after-school programs across the country.

Providing Child Care Information. In 1995. the Clinton Administration established the 
Child Care Bureau at the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) to streamline child 
care program operations and improve the quality and efficiency of service. In addition. HHS 
launched the National Child Care Information Center to disseminate child care information, 
publications and resources to help providers start up child care centers, parents locate child care 
in their communities, and researchers and policy makers attain access to policy information. 
Through the Technical Assistance Project. HHS has brought states together to share promising 
practices and has held special forums on school-age care, consumer education. Tribal child care 
programs, and a range of other topics.



Learning Lessons from the Military Child Development Programs
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Training Caregivers — a Nationally Acclaimed Program. The Education Department’s 
Office of Educational Research and Improvement supports the regional laboratory in San 
Francisco. California called WestEd. WestEd has developed a nationally acclaimed
Infant/Toddler Caregiver Training Program which teaches caregivers how to provide nurturing 
and stimulating environments to promote quality child care. Research-based videos and printed 
materials are available in Spanish. Chinese, and English. Eight thousand caregivers have been 
trained in California and the program has been expanded across the nation.

families. The agency has established a toll-free number i l-<SO()-827-5335) and provides 
materials like the JEo/T a>hi /■'aiiniv Resource Kil and C are . iround ihe (. lock Developing 
Child Care Before 9 and after 5.

Providing High Quality < hild ( are - The Military Model. I nder the Clinton
Administration, the Department of Defense (DoD) has made important strides to improve the 
quality of child care for the children of the men and women who serve our country. The DoD 
Child Care System serves over 200.000 children (age zero to 12) daily making the U.S. military 
system the largest employer-sponsored child care program in the nation. The DoD Child Care 
Sy stem, known as the Child Development Program, includes Child Development Centers, 
Family Child Care homes. School Age Care programs, and Resource and Referral services. 
Through this system, the military offers full-day. part-day. and hourly child care, part-day 
preschools, before- and after-school programs for school age children, and extended hour care 
which includes nights and weekends to accommodate shift workers. Because of the 
Department of Defense's commitment to excellence in child care, since 1992. the number of 
military child care facilities that are accredited by the independent National Association for the 
Education of Young Children has risen from 55 to 353. Currently, over 75 percent of military 
child care programs are accredited, as compared to only 7 percent of other child care facilities 
nationwide. Since the early 1990s. the DoD has focused on improving the quality, availability, 
and cost of child care for military families.

Sharing the Military ’s Expertise. Because of the DoD's high quality, comprehensive child 
care programs, in April 1997. President Clinton directed the Secretary of Defense to share the 
expertise and lessons learned from the Military Child Development Programs with Federal, 
State, tribal, and local agencies, as well as with private and nonprofit groups, that are 
responsible for providing child care. In his Directive the President staled. "The Military Child 
Development Programs have attained a reputation for an abiding commitment to quality in the 
delivery of child care. The Department of Defense's dedication to adequate funding, strict 
oversight, improved training and wage packages, strong family child care networks, and 
commitment to meeting national accreditation standards is laudatory. 1 believe that the military 
has important lessons to share with the rest of the Nation on how to improve the quality of child 
care for all of our Nation's children." In response to the President's directive, the Pentagon is 
implementing a plan to reach out to states and civilian child care centers to share its expertise.



supporting A Family-Friendly Federal Workplace
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Promoting Family-Friendly Initiatives Under President Clinton's leadership, the federal 
government, striving to be a model employer for other private and public employers, has 
implemented family-friendly leave initiatives that enhance the ability of employees to balance 
family and employment obligations. In addition to leave initiatives, the federal government 
offers compressed or flexible work schedules to many workers so that they may spend more 
time with their families.

Providing Child Care for Federal Workers. In addition to the Department of Defense's 
model child care program, there are more than 230 child care centers for civilian government 
employees in federal buildings in as many as 36 states. The General Services Administration 
(GSA) oversees 108 of these centers, making GSA the largest civilian sponsor of work-site 
child care in the nation. Under this .Administration, the emphasis on quality has continued — 
with 73 percent of GSA sponsored centers accredited by the independent National Association 
tor Education of Young Children, and with a goal of reaching 100 percent accreditation within 
two vears. Striving to meet the needs of parent workers. 89 percent of GSA centers have infant 
care. 74 percent have drop-in emergency care, and 42 percent provide summer programs for 
school aged children. In addition, more than 80 percent ofcenters are open 11 or more hours 
per day. Nearly 70 percent ot the child care center directors have ten or more years of 
experience in early childhood education.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WAS HINGTON

For far too long, America's families have faced this problem 
alone. Now it is time to move this issue to the top of our 
country's agenda. We have a special opportunity to do that when 
the President and I host a White House conference on child care 
on October 23. We hope that this conference will begin an honest 
national discussion about child care and build on promising 
efforts already underway in states and communities.

When I was a working mother with a young child, my friends 
and I shared these concerns. Today, when families are under even 
greater stress, I continue to worry about how we can meet the 
challenge of strengthening child care for American families. The 
President and I believe it will take parents, businesses, child 
care providers, experts, advocates, and officials at all levels 
of government working together to ensure that children get the 
care they need to learn and grow, that parents have peace of mind 
while on the job, and that employers can count on responsible, 
attentive workers. I hope you will join in this important 
discussion.

Here are some of the questions we need to answer --as 
individual parents and as a nation: How can we ensure that 
children in care are safe from harm? What are the best ways to 
make the hours children spend in care as stimulating and 
nurturing as possible? How can we do a better job of valuing the 
important work of child care professional-s? How can we encourage 
employers to provide child care benefits to their employees, a 
practice that"makes sense not just for children, but for the 
corporate bottom line, as well? How can we put into practice 
what research tells us -- that when children participate in good 
after-school programs, they do better in school, don't engage in 
risky behavior and thrive? And how can we genuinely support 
parents who choose, often at significant economic cost, to stay 
at home with their children?

If you're a working parent, chances are that you have 
struggled to find affordable, quality child care. Like millions 
of others, you know just how important child care is to your 
family's well being and to your ability to work without worry. 
Yet for too long, parents across our country have struggled with 
too little information, too few choices and too much anxiety.
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Child Care for Young Children: Quality

What Works to Improve the Quality'of Child Care

For additional information, contact the National Child Care Information Center at (800) 616-2242 or visit the Web site at

http://ericps.crc.uiuc.edu/nccic/nccichome.html

• “(Sjmaller group sizes, higher teacher/child ratios and higher staff wages result in quality child care. Outcomes for 
children are also better when they attend programs that include a curnculum geared to young children, well prepared staff and 

where parents are involved in programming.” Early Childhood Care and Education: An Investment That Works, National Conference of State 

Legislatures (1997)

• Higher quality child care for very young children (0 to 3) was consistently related to high levels of cognitive and 

language development. “Mother-Child Interaction and Cognitive Outcomes Associated with Early Child Care", NICHD Early Child Care Research 

Network (1997)

• Any child care setting will benefit from a health consultant. . to advise on potential infectious diseases, explain 
symptoms and treatments to families, plan health alert procedures when infectious disease occurs, and assist with public health 

reporting requirements. Caring for Infants and Toddlers in Groups, Zero to Three: National Center for Infants, Toddlers and Families (1995)

• “(M]any children living in poverty receive child care that, at best, does not support their optimal development and, 
at worst, may compromise their health and safety.” New Findings on Children Families, and Economic Self-Sufficiency. National Research 

Council. Institute of Medicine (1995)

• Children who receive warm and sensitive caregiving are more likely to trust caregivers, to enter school ready and 
eager to learn, and to get along well with other children . To ensure that child care settings nurture children, protect their 
health and safety, and prepare them for later school success, better qualified staff are essential." starting Points: Meeting the Needs 

of Our Youngest Children. Carnegie Task Force on Meeting the Needs of Young Children (1994)

• States with stronger licensing requirements had a greater number of good-quality centers according to recent 

research. Cost, Quality and Child Outcomes in Child Care Centers, University of Colorado at Denver (1995)

• Voluntary conformity to higher standards through professional center accreditation or through meeting another 
set of quality standards also increased the likelihood of higher classroom quality. Cost. Quality ana Child Outcomes in Child 

Care Centers, University of Colorado at Denver (1995)

"Recent brain research suggests that warm, responsive child care is not only comforting for an infant; 
it is critical to healthy development. "

- Rethinking the Brain: New Insights into Early Development 
Families and Work Institute (1997)

• Studies have raised concerns about the quality of care:

• A four-state study of quality in child care centers found only one in seven (14%) were rated as good quality. Cost, 
Quality and Child Outcomes in Child Care Centers, (Executive Summary) University of Colorado at Denver (1995)

• Thirteen percent of regulated and 50 percent of nonregulated family child care providers offer care that is 
inadequate. The Study of Children in Family Child Care and Relative Care, Families and Work Institute (1994)

• "The quality of services provided by most centers was rated as barely adequate.” The National Child Care Staffing 
Study (Executive Summary), National Center for the Early Childhood Workforce (1989)



A Profile of the Child Care Work Force

Who are the child care teaching staff?
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• Only 18 percent of child care centers offer fully paid health 
coverage to teaching staff.

• Although they earn lower wages, child care teachers are 
better educated than the general population.

This fact sheet is primarily excerpted from materials developed by the National Center for the Early Childhood Work Force 
(NCECW), (phone: 202-737-7700; E-mail: ncecw@ncecw.org).

97% are female 
41% have children

10% are single parents

Approximately three million child care teachers, assistants, 
and family child care providers in the U.S. care for 10 million 
children each day.
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• Child care teaching staff earn an average of 56.89 per hour 

or 512.058 per year (based on 35 hours per week and 50 
weeks per year) (data from Cost. Quality and Child 
Outcomes in Child Care Centers, Technical Report 1995, 
salary data are in 1993 dollars) 

Some College

Child Care Teachers’ Female Workers" H Male Workers"

•National Child Care Staffing Study "Current Population Surveys, 1995. Bureau of Labor Statistics, U.S Department of Labor

High School Diploma

Female Workers"

• One-third of all child care teachers leave their centers each 

year.

5 2

2

• Family child care providers who care for and educate 
young children in their homes also have very low earnings. 
Providers earn 59.528 annually after expenses (data from 
The Economics of Family Child Care Study, a forthcoming 
publication from Wheelock College, earnings in 1996 dollars). 
Unregulated providers, who care for fewer children and are 
offered fewer supports: earned just $5,132 after expenses.

Education of Child Care Teaching Staff Versus All Workers***

J8... Mi

H Teachingstaff, 1994*

'National Child Care Staffing Study, wages in 1996 dollars "Current Population Surveys. 1996 Bureau of Labor Statistics, U.S. Department of Labor 

***77tese charts only provide information on center-based teaching staff.
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Child Care for Young Children: Demographics

(Percent of preschoolers of working mothers in selected arrangements)

30

Centers 23

 261

1993
Family day care -

 1991

1988

16

Care by fathers 20!

 1S I

15 20 255 10 300

Source: Casper. L M Who s Minding Our Preschoolers? U.S. Bureau of the Census. Current Population Reports, P-70, no 53, Washington, DC 1996

Other

1%

• Forty-five percent of children under age one were in child 
care on a regular basis.’

• According to the National Center for Education Statistics, 
in 1995 there were approximately 21 million infants, toddlers, 
and preschool children under the age of six in the U.S., more 
than 12.9 million of these children were in child care.' 

This profile of child care demographics has been excerpted from information provided by the ’ National Center for Education Statistics, U.S. Department 

of Education and the “U S. Bureau of the Census.

For additional information, contact the National Child Care Information Center at (800) 616-2242 or visit the Web site at

http://ericps.crc.uiuc.edu/nccic/nccichome.htm/

• While use of center-based care increased from 1988 to
1993. most young children are still in a home-based setting, 
including family child care.**

Primary Child Care Arrangements Used by Families 
with Employed Mothers for Preschoolers: 1993

■ Includes mothers working at home or away from home. Source: Casper, L.M. Who's Minding Our Preschoolers?
U.S. Bureau of the Census, Current Population Reports, P-70, no. 53. Washington. DC 1996

Family Child Care (Nonrelatives)

21%

Centers

30%

Mother*

6%

Father

16%

Grandoarents

17%

Other relatives

9%

Changes in Selected Child Care Arrangements: 1988 to 1993
(Percent of preschoolers of working mothers in selected arrangements)



Use of Supplemental Care,

The Effects of Out-of-School Time on Children

None

44%

Other

7%

Family Day Care

7%

According to the Bureau of the Census, in 1997 there were 38.8 million children between the ages of 5 and 14 years living 
in the U.S. There are approximately 24 million school-age children with parents in the workforce or pursuing education 

(based on 1993 SIPP data from the Bureau of the Census).

For information on what states and communities are doing to meet the need for school-age care, contact the National 
Institute on Out of School Time (formerly the School-Age Child Care Project), Center for Research on Women, 
Wellesley College at (617) 283-2547 or visit the World Wide Web site at: http://www.wellesley.eduA/VCW/CRW/SAC/. 
For additional information on extended learning in after-school programs in schools, contact the U.S. Department of 
Education, please call (800) USA-LEARN or visit the World Wide Web site at: http://www.ed.gov/PFIE.

• According to the National Child Care Survey, children aged
5 to 12 with employed mothers use the following types of 
supplemental care: 7% are in family day care; 14% are in 
centers, 3% are cared for by in-home providers, 25% are 
cared for by relatives and 44% do not use supplemental care.

Out-of-Schooi Time
School-Age Care

4

• Experts estimate that nearly 5 million school-age 
children spend time as latchkey kids without adult 
supervision during a typical week.

• Approximately 1.7 million children in kindergarten 
through grade 8 were enrolled in 49,500 formal before- 
and/or after-school programs in 1991, according to the 
National Study of Before and After School Programs.

• In 1993-94. according to the National Center for Education 
Statistics, there were 18,111 before-or after-school programs 
in public schools-70% of public schools did not offer extended 

learning programs.

In-home

3%

• Children under adult supervision in a formal program during after-school hours have demonstrated improved academic 
achievement and better attitudes toward school than their peers in self- or sibling care. Miller and Marx, 1990 in Supplement o the 

National Assessment of Chapter 1

• Youth are at greatest nsk of violence after the regular school day. Youth between the ages of 12 and 17 are most at-risk 
of committing violent acts or being victims between 2:00 pm and 6:00 pm-b time when they are not in school. Fight Crime: invest 

in Kids, 1997

The most frequently mentioned barrier to participation is the parents’ inability to pay the tuition and fees charged by 
programs. Other barriers include availability, quality of activities, inadequate facilities, transportation, high staff turnover, hours 

of the program and lack of resources.

Components of Successful Before- and After-School Programs include: linkages between after-school and regular school 
programs, children s participation in age appropriate learning activities, hiring of qualified staff, low student-staff ratio, 

involvement of parents, program evaluation and coordination with the schools and other community organizations.

Relative

25%

Care Arrangements of School-Age Children

• School-age children are likely to spend time in many 
different care arrangements. According to the National Child 
Care Survey (1990), 76 percent of school-age children with 
an employed mother spend time in at least two child care 
arrangements during a typical week, in addition to their 
time in school.

Children 5 to 12 with Employed Mothers
Center 

14%



Economics of Child Care

Percent of Monthly Family Income Spent on Child Care by Family Income *

54,500 or more 6%

$3,000 to $4,499 8%

$1,200 to $2,999 12%

Less than $1,200 25%

15%0% 5% 10% 20% 25% 30%

Weekly Payment for Child Care by Monthly Family Income*

$110.00

$100.00
$91.93

$90.00

I

$80.00
$73.10

$70.00

$60 16
$60.00

$47 29$50.00

$40.00

$30.00

Less than $1,200 $1,200 to $2,999 $3,000 to $4,499 $4,500 or more

For additional information, contact the National Child Care Information Center at (800) 616-2242 or visit the Web site at

http://ericps.crc. uiuc. edu/nccic/nccichome.html

• In 1994, 62% of married mothers with a child under age six 

were in the workforce, compared with 30% in 1970.' 

• In 1990, 7.2 million mothers with 117 million children under 
age 15 worked full or part time during nonstandard hours.** 

’ Limited to families with a preschooler. 1993 data Source: Casper. L.M. What Does It Cost to Mind Our Preschoolers? U.S. Bureau 
of the Census. Current Population Reports. P-70, no. 52. Washington. D.C., 1995

• In 1993. the average family with an employed mother and a 
child under age five spent about S74 per week for child care for 
all preschoolers in the family.* 

• Families with annual incomes under S14.400 that paid for care 
for children under five spent 25% of their income on child care, 
compared with 6% for families with incomes of 554,000 or 

more.*

• The increased employment of mothers outside the home has 
led to a sharp increase in the use of child care over the past 
several decades. Eight of 10 employed mothers with children 
under six are likely to use some form of nonoarental child care 
arrangement?

"Limited to families paying for child care for preschoolers, 1993 data Source: Casper, L.M. What Does It Cost to Mind
Our Preschoolers? U S Bureau of the Census. Current Population Reports. P-70, no. 52. Washington, D C . 1995

Information in this fact sheet is excerpted from ’ Sanora L. Hofferth. “Child Care in the United States.” The Future of Children, vol. 6. no. 2 Summer/Fall 1996, 

with additional information from: National Center for Education Statistics, U.S. Department of Education; "U.S. Bureau of Census; ""Women's Bureau, U.S. -- 
Department of Labor.




