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United States Department of State

White House Liaison

April 4, 1996

To: Melanne Verveer, Office of the First Lady

Ertharin Cousin, Department of State x"From:

Re: Child Sexual Abuse Conference

Thanks for your help.

i>
/Vi7<c-

Office of the Under Secretary 

for Management

Attached please find a brochure describing the conference and a letter of invitation 
encouraging the participation of the US in this conference. I would greatly appreciate 
your review this information with the First Lady. As we agreed, the dates of the 
conference make the participation of many people difficult if not impossible.

The idea of appointing Marian Wright Edelman as the head of delegation seems perfect. 
She is the US representative to UNICEF and no one can question her achievements in the 
area of children’s advocacy issues. /
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A call for action 

It is now time for all humanity to join forces and 
Jcmonsrrate collective humanism. It is time to 
·rnnsform commitment into action

I
# 
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The World Congress against Commercial Sexual

:xplo1tation of Children is a first crucial step to
n,ike this happen:,lt will: ·.

• Focus, among otber issues, on the�egal and law
rn(orccmcnr asp�crs o( rhc pr�hlcm; psydw­
suc1al rehabilitation of victims and their mental
and physical,,harffi"; children · mograd1iy;
sex tourisKand responsibili of tfi e if.
Provid,,ln open foru

�
discuss· rou 

worksh!;�, seminars presen t011F,,1�'4li,C 

studie?, in which
;,

. sectors of s ety -
�gove!jimental, health care,

�
ifw e-tfo/!emenc 

media and edtcacion L can 4chaBli 
peJpective�{a'hd experienfe to find N�rdifion �
ground fof8evising solutions. Hf'/ 
O�finfc;e scope of the problem, add�che t 
underlying c;iuses and the different forms and 
geographic concentrations of comriiercial sex-
ual exploitation of children. /f 6t 

� ..;• ..,.. . '
Seek ways co raise public awareness aboutthe 
extent and nature of the problem.and its social 
and political implietcions on a t'&al, naciooal� 

tJ II .&' 
and international level. 

N
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� "1' Adopt a Declarauo� and develop a concrete 
Plan of Action to prevent the commercial 
sexual exploitationfof childl!tf..to protect the 
rights of child�en and-1'0 facilitate the 
rehabilitation of d{ild;en :ho have suffered 

. 
�" 

from the phenomenon. 
:_ _<;f· 

For more information, contact: 

Congress Secretariat of the Swedish 
Government's Host Committe 

Vasagatan 8-10 
S-10333 Stockholm
Sweden
Tel: +46 8 405 42 93
Fax: +46 8 21 48 17

UNICEF 

Section for Children in 
Especially Difficult Circumstances 

DH-40E 
3 UN Plaza 
New York, NY 10017 
USA 
Tel: +l 212 702-7247 
Fax: +l 212 702-7148 

ECPAT 

328 Phaya T hai Road 
Bangkok I 0400 
Thailand 
Tel: +66 2 215-3388 
Fax: +66 2 215-8272 

NGO Group for the Convention 
on the Rights of the Child 

c/o International Catholic Child Bureau 
63 rue de Lausanne 
CH-1202 Geneve 
Switzerland 
Tel: +41 22 731-3248 
Fax: +41 22 731-7793 

ISCA International 
Save the Children Alliance 

59 Chemin Mo'ise Duboule 
CH-1209 Geneve 
Switzerland 
Tel: +41 22 788-8180 
Fax: +41 22 788-8154 

unicef u,1 



Commercial sexual exploitation end.ingers 
children's mental and physical health and impairs 
all aspects of their development. It is one of the 
worst violations of their basic human rights. 

Around the world, children as young as five are 
treated like commodities; they are bargained for, 
smuggled and sold. Many are kidnapped and tricked 
into brothels by promises of legitimate employment. 
Often they are transported far from their families 
and to other countries where they are kept hidden 

;mJ isolated hy language, culture and their illegal 
status. They become ensnared in a dangerous and 
often inescapable web of coercion, intimidation, 
violence, drugs and degradation. 

In the age of HIV/AIDS, the sexual demand for 
younger children, who are the most vulnerable, 
is growing; technological advances are stimulating 
the proliferation of child pornography; and the 
sale, abduction and trafficking of children ,1cross 
borders is incre,1sing. The prospect of ever­
larger profits fuels an illegal and inhumane growth 
industry. 

While all children, especially girls, are at risk 
of sexual exploitation, those living in poverty, 
those who have been abandoned or abused, street 
children, the mentally disabled, refugees and 
others affected by armed conflict are much more 
vulnerable. 

Many sectors of society participate in the sexual 
expl11irari11n of children: 1 hose who seek financial 
gain (pimps, brothel owners, middlemen, criminal 
networks and ac times even pJ,lic officials); 
paedophiles (both local and foreign, including 
tourists) who derive sexual gratification; and those 
who are implicated, often unwittingly (parents and 
other family members). 

'-"V&aa•••"""""""" ..,. ... ,.. .. u.t.1• ""'""t'"'"''""'"'V'I '-dlll1V 

isolated from its root causes, whi1.h include po 
and cultural factors, '-'• ., .... 11,duu,1 and fa 
disintegration, lack of education, child abuse, st 
stereotypes and gender inequ:\lities. 

To ignore this grave infringement of child 
human rights is to neglect the chi!, 
themselves and to condone the acts of c 
perpetrators, condemning an6ther generation 
cycle of exploitation. 

A step forward 
The Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Magna Carta of children's rights - was adoJ 
unanimously by the United Nations Gen 
Assef11-bly in 1989. le is a major step forn--ar, 
expand the world's legal boundaries, embracing 
legitimizing the needs of children and provic 
the legal and moral basis for their surv1 
development and protection. In a short span o! 
years, it has become the most widely accer 
human rights treary in history. By ratifying it, rr 
than 175 governments have committed themsei 
to take measures to prevent and protect child 
from "unlaw;ul sexual practices and exploit:..i 
use" in prostitution and pornography, and fr 
"abduction, sale or trafficking." 

Recognizing the gravity of the problem, 
United Nations Commission on Human Right• 
1990 took another major initiative by appointin 
Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, c� 
prostitution and child pornography co monitor r 

as.�l·ss the situation worldwide and mah· spl'C 
recommendations for action. Two years later, , 
Commission adopted the United Natic 
Programme of Action on the subject. 

NGOs aronnd the world are also speaking c 
and lobbying rheir governments to protect childr 
from sexual exploitation. 



s:ock�ol�, Octcbe= 17, 1sss.

Dea= Mr. Presicienc, 

More than one million chilci=en worldwide are 
reoortecl forced i�co the sex markec annually 
multi-billion col ar �nausc=-y.� bjeccs c�ilcre� 
co che most cr�shi�g :er� o: ex?loitaticn. 

�ndorsi�g an i�itiacive c: �C?AT (End Chila 
?rostit�ticn i� Asia� Tourism), an incernacional 
�on gove��me��a.i.· CT�-�;za-;on c1oselv •�e�-;�; 0a· ... - -·· ....... -::::C:.·-- ""'- ... - -. �\,.,;. ••'-----

with the battle agai�sc sexual exploitation of 
children, che Gover�mer.t of Sweden has undertaken co 
hose a World Congress to develop strategies to 
combat chis growing prcblem. 

The World Congress agai�st Commercial Sexual 
Ex�loitation of Chilc=en - t�e first ever 
international meeci�g o: its kind - will bring 
together 9olitical leaders and goveroment 
representatives, ur.i:ec Nacions agencies, 
inte=gover�mental a�c �cn-gover�mental organizatio .. s 
(NGOs), law enforce�e�t agencies, academic 
institutions, hea�:� �ro:essionals, re�resentatives 

; · - ,,_· ... ; .. ,.--:.. -- · -�o di �- 11 o-o,._ cne 1..0u-1.s ... _:1c ... ::o--f a.,.c '-••- me _a __ om a __ ov __ 
the world. 

The Congress will�� ��:� �n Stockholm from 27 to 31 
Aucust 1996 and is =���; crsanized by the Gover��e .. : 
of �weaen in coopera:�=� �ic� the United Nations 
Children's Fund (�;-;: :::? : . ::'.CPAT and the NGO G?:'ouo 
for the Conventio� :� :�� �i�hts of t�e Child. 
Furthe� decails a-a �x;:�:�ed in the enclosed 
brochure. 

The ?res:.c.ent. 
The Whi::e �ouse 
Washingco� D.C. 20500

?osCll •�� 

?r.r.,c M:.::.:s:..:r' 1 office 
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Regional consultations and country case studies �111 
be held prior to the Congress �o examine the nature 
and extent of sexual exploitation, to review 
programmatic experience and lessons learned, and co 
identify the specif:c needs to be addressed at the 
Congress. 

The Government of Sweden would very much appreciate 
your Government's presen�e and hereby invites you or 
your representatives to attend the Congress. Kindly 
inform the Swedish Host Committee, chaired by 
Ms. Lisbet Palme, regarding vour intention to 
participate in the Congress before l? December 1995. 

In due course the secreta=iat of the Swedish Host 
Committee, (address Vasagatan 8 - 10, S-103 33 
Stockholm Sweden, tel +46-8-405 42 93, fax +46-8-21 
48 17) will send additional :�format�on to the 
appropriate author1ties in your cou:1try. 

Looki�g forward to welcoming you or your 
representatives to Sweden and Stockholm 

Yours sincerely, 

Enc: Brochure 

I 
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J'\->---'"\ T"'"""" \ V'.,.. ) ��a=ita Ulvskog 
Minister of Publio/ .�.c.."lli :1i st= at ion 



Clinton Presidential Records 

Graphic/Offensive Material Marker 

This is not a presidential record. This is used as an 

administrative marker by the William J. Clinton 

Presidential Library Staff to identify graphic images 

and documents inappropriate for individuals under 

the age of 18 that have been removed from this folder. 

Please ask the staff member on duty to retrieve this 

material for your review. 


