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CONFRONTING THE NUCLEAR LEGACY—PART I

Ten Years

of the Chornobyl Era

The environmental and bealth effects
of nuclear power’s greatest calamity

hese words were written to me

in 1986 by the head of the shift

operating the reactor that ex-
ploded at the Chornobyl nuclear power
plant in northern Ukraine. The explo-
sion and a resulting fire showered radio-
active debris over much of eastern Eu-
rope. The author of the words above,
along with several others, was later jailed
for his role in the disaster, although he
never admitted guilt.

Subsequent official investigations have
shown, however, that responsibility for
this extraordinary tragedy reaches far
beyond just those on duty at the plant on
the night of April 25 and early morning
of April 26, 1986. The consequences,
likewise, have spread far beyond the nu-
clear energy industry and raise funda-
mental questions for a technological
civilization. Before the explosion, Chor-
nobyl was a small city hardly known
to the outside world. Since then, the
namc—often known by itsRussian spell-
ing, Chernobyl—has entered the chron-
icle of the 20th century as the worst
technogenic environmental disaster in
history. It is an internationally known
metaphor for catastrophe as potent as
“Stalingrad” or “Bhopal.” Indeed, it is
now clear that the political repercussions

will last for generations

by Yuri M. Shcherbak

“It seemed as if the world was coming toanend.... 1 could
not believe nty eyes; I saw the reactor ruined by the explo-
sion. I was the first man in the world to see this. As a nu-
clear engineer I realized all the consequences of what bad

bappened. It was a nuclear bell. I was gripped by fear.”

from Chornobyl accelerated the col-
lapse of the Soviet empire.

Because of the importance of this ca-
lamity for all of humanity, it is visal that
the world understands both the reasons
it happened and the consequences. The
events that led up to the explosion are
well known. Reactor number four, a
1,000-megawatt RBMK-1000 design,
produced steam that drove generators to
make electricity. On the night of the ac-
cident, operators were conducting a test
to see how long the generators would
run without power. For this purpose,
they greatly reduced the power being
produced in the reactor and blocked the
flow of steam to the generators.

Unfortunately, the RBMK-1000 has
a design flaw that makes its operation at
low power unstable. In this mode of op-
eration, any spurious increase in the pro-
duction of steam can boost the rate of
energy production in the reactor. If that
extra energy generates still more steam,
the result can be a runaway power surge.
In addition, the operators had disabled
safety systems that could have averted
the reactor’s destruction, because the sys-
tems might have interfered with the re-
sults of the test.

At 1:23 and 40 seconds on the morn- -

ing of April 26, realizing belatedly that
the situation had become hazardous, an
operator pressed a button to activate the
automatic protection system. The action
was intended to shut the reactor down,
but by this time it was too late. What
actually happened can be likened to a
driver who presses the brake pedal to
slow down a car but finds instead that it
accelerates tremendously.

Within three seconds, power produc-
tion in the reactor’s core surged to 100
times the normal maximum level, and
there was a drasticincrease in tempera-
ture. The result was two explosions that
blew off the 2,000-metric-ton metal
plate that sealed the top of the reactor,
destroying the building housing it. The
nuclear genie had been liberated.

Despite heroic attempts to quell the
ensuing fire, hundreds of tons of graph-
ite that had served as a moderator in the
reactor burned for 10 days. Rising hot
gasescarried into the environment aero-
solized fuel as well as fission products,
isotopes that are created when uranium
atoms split apart. The fuel consisted
principally of uranium; mixed in with it
was some plutonium created as a by-
product of normal operation. Plutoni-
um is the most toxic element known,
and some of the fission products were
far more radioactive than uranium or
plutonium. Among the most dangerous
were iodine 131, strontium 90 and ce-
sium 137.

A plume containing these radioiso-
topes moved with prevailing winds to
the north and west, raining radioactive
particles on areac thancands of miles
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away. Regions affected included not only
Ukraine itself but also Belarus, Russia,
Georgia, Poland, Sweden, Germany, Tur-
key and others. Even such distant lands
as the U.S. and Japan received measur-
able amounts of radiation. In Poland,
Germany, Austria and Hungary as well
as Ukraine, crops and milk were so con-
taminated they had to be destroyed. In
Finland, Sweden and Norway, carcasses
of reindeer that had grazed on contam-
inated vegetation had to be dumped.

Widespread Effects

he total amount of radioactivity re-

leased will never be known, but the
official Soviet figure of 90 million curies
represents a minimum. Other estimates
suggest that the total might have been
several times higher. It is fair to say that
in terms of the amount of radioactive
fallout—though not, of course, the heat
and blast effects—the accident was com-
parable to a medium-size nuclear strike.
In the immediate aftermath of the ex-
plosion and fire, 187 pecople fell ill from
acute radiation sickness; 31 of these died.

Ten Years of the Chornobyl Era

FORBIDDEN ZONE: militiaman controls access to a town in
the district of Narodichi, a region evacuated after the explosion

Most of these early casualties were fire-
fighters who combated the blaze.

The destroyed reactor liberated hun-
dreds of times more radiation than was
produced by the atomic bombings of Hi-
roshima and Nagasaki. The intensity of
gamma radiation on the site of the pow-
er plant reached more than 100 roent-
gens an hour. This level produces in an
hour doses hundreds of times the maxi-
mum dose the International Commis-
sion on Radiological Protection recom-
mends for members of the public a year.
On the roof of the destroyed reactor
building, radiation levels reached a
frightening 100,000 roentgens an hour.

The human dimensions of the tragedy
are vast and heartbreaking. At the time
of the accident, I was working as a med-
ical researcher at the Institute of Epide-
miology and Infectious Diseases in Kiev,
some 60 miles from the Chomobyl plant.
Sometime on April 26 a friend told me
that people had been arriving at hospi-
tals for treatment of burns sustained in
an accident at the plant, but we had no
idea of its seriousness. There was little
official news during the next few days,

and fire at the nearby Chornobyl plant caused a shower of dan-
gerously radioactive fallout across eastern Europe.

and what there was suggested the danger
was not great. The authorities jammed
most foreign broadcasts, although we
could listen as Swedish radio reported
the detection of high levels of radioac-
tivity in that country and elsewhere. [
and some other physicians decided to
drive toward the accident site to investi-
gate and help as we could.

We set off cheerfully enough, but as
we got closer we started to see signs of
mass panic. People with connections to
officialdom had used their influence to
send children away by airand rail. Oth-
ers without special connections were
waiting in long lines for tickets or occa-
sionally storming trains to try to escape.
Families had become split up. The only
comparable social upheaval I had seen
was during a cholera epidemic. Already
many workers from the plant had been
hospitalized.

The distribution of the fallout was ex-
tremely patchy. One corner of a field
might be highly dangerous, while just a
few yards away levels seemed low. Nev-
ertheless, huge areas were affected. Al-
though iodine 131 has a half-life of only
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Children bear Chernobyl’s harshest lega

Thousands
have cancer
or are at risk

By Andgew Melnykovych
The Lbuisville Courier-Journal

PRIPYAT, Ukraine — For a dec-
ade the children of Chernobyl have

_ paid an extraordinary price for a ter-

rible accident

Ten years ago this Friday, on April
26, 1986, a nuclear reactor exploded
at the VI Lenin Atomic Electric
Generating Station at Chernobyl. It
was the worst nuclear disaster in his-
tory. The fallout was 200 times that
of the bombs dropped on Hiroshima
and Nagasaki in World War L.

Thirty-one people, most firefight-
ers, were killed at the site. Estimates
of related deaths in the 10 years
since the accident range from 6,000
to more than 100,000.

At a now-abandoned nursery
school in Pripyat, a company town 2
miies from Chernobyl, children
played the next morning in foam that
had appeared overnigbt. The foamn
was a chemical used to wash the ra-
diation. It was contaminated.

One day after the fallout set off ra-
diation monitors in Sweden, Moscow
confirmed there had been an acci-
dent. Residents of Pripyat and
100,000 others within 36 miles of the
site were evacuated.

They were told it was temporary.
It turned out to be forever. Eventual-
ly, 50,000 square miles, an area larg-
er than New York state, was contam-
inated by radioactive poisons.

Today, about the only people in
Pripyat are decontamination work-
ers and scientists Traffic coasists
mostly of police patrols and trucks
aarrying radiation<tainted soil

In the apartment buildings, snow
drifts in througb broken windows
and open doors. A few enginerring
textbooks lie scattered in a Salrwell
The only signs of life are rat drop
pings in dark corners.

Moscow’s attempt to keep Cherno-
byl a secret was foiled by Western
scientific monitors. Radiation knows
no boundaries.

Even after the Kremlin acknow}-
edged an accident, .officials were
slow to concede its scope. In the
years since, many looked back and
speculated that so grand a deception
in the end felled the Soviet Union,

which collapsed five years later.

The evacuation came too late for
thousands of children. They-aiready
had absorbed high doses of short-
lived but dangerous iodine-131,
which causes thyroid cancer.

In Ukraine nearly 800 children
have been diagnosed with thyroid
cancer since Chernobyl. Hundreds
more are ill in Belarus. Doctors are

grateful that the accident did not pro- |

duce more cases of deadly diseases
like leukemia. But the thyroid can-
cer rate in both countries Is more
than 10 times normal.

Still, officials estimate that in
Ukraine alone 1.5 mlllion children
are at risk for thyroid cancer. They
are in the hands of a health-care sys-
tem that has boundless compassion
but little of almost everything else.

Victor Kozlov, who lived in Pri-
pyat at the time of the accident, Is
facing his third surgery. The first two
operationscouldn’t halt his cancer. It
has eaten away his thyroid gland, in-
vaded his lymph nodes, attacked his
lungs. He is 14.

Victor and thousands of others
“lost their childhoods in a hospital,”

his mother, Anya Kozlova, recalls in
a voice choked with tears.

Like Victor, who had surgery in
Paris, many Ukrainian children
have gone abroad for treatment or

)

recuperation, to placesfrom the USA
to Cuba.

Others who remaln in Ukraipe de- ..

pend on foreign medical aid to stay
alive. The New Jersey-based Chil-

dren of Chernobyl Foundation,
which donated $38 million in medi-
cal aid to Ukraine, supplied a year's
worth of a drug vital to the survival
of children with thyroid cancer.

Nearly all Ukrainian children
with thyroid cancer are treated at
the Institute of Endocrinology in
Kiev. If detected early, the cancer is
curable. But institute director My-
kola Tronko says many children
aren't until the cancer has
spread. And a few, mostly from rural
areas with poor medical care, have
died.

Ten years after the accident,
Ukraine's children still get traces of
radiation from the food they eat and
the milk they drink, says Yuri Antyp-
kin of the Kiev Institute of Pediat-
rics, Obstetrics and Gynecology.

The constant lowdevel expasire
puts an enormous question mark
over their future. “We still don’t
know how small doses affect health,”
Antypkin says. “We have the general
picture, but we don't have detalls.”

The general picture features a
sharp rise in gastrointestinal ills and
increases in circulatory, neurologi-
cal and immune system ailments.

But some of the more deadly dis-
eases have not materialized.

“Thank God, by the 10th annlver-
sary we haven't seen an increase in
some of the deadly diseases that we
feared — leukemia, blood disorders,
other cancers,” Antypkin says.

Antypkin worries that others can-
cers may increase in coming years,
and that genetic damage may affect
the next generation.

Volodymyr Yarsenko, who chairs
a commision on Chernobyl, also
fears a grim future. Because
Ukraine’s death rate exceeding its
birth rate, he asks, “H-Ukraire is
dwindling who loses? The pext geo-
eration.”
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Radioactive dust escapes
reactor’s protective cap

By Andrew Melnykovych
The Loutsville Courier-fournal

CHERNOBYL NUCLEAR POW-
ER PLANT, Ukraine — In the
months after reactor No. 4 ruptured
at Chernobyl, officlals built a cap
over it to contain the radioactive re-
mains. Now the cap, called a sar-

cophags, is leaking

of dispute among scientists — that
the 200 tons of uranium at Chernoby!l
could be rearranged, by an earth-
quake or simply by the collapse: of
the structure, to reignite the reactor.
‘“You could get a critical mass for
a chain reaction,” Hrodzinsky says.
But Richard Wilson, physics pro-
fessor at Harvard University, con-
tends the sarcophagus is a local prob-

At a safe distance,
the tomb looks like
just another nonde-
script industrial
bullding-But a closer

OFFICIAL TOLL

lem that should be
solely Ukraine's con-
cern. It's unlikely to
collapse, he says.
‘“‘And what if it

look reveals gaps
that allow water to
seep in and radioac-
tive dust to drift out.

“It's like being in a
barn with slats miss-
ing” says Ed War-
man, a Boston-based
nuclear engineer
who has been inside.
“That thing leaks like
a sleve.”

Ukralniap officials
agree. “The problem
of the sarcophagus
needs to be resolved
quickly,” says Yuri
Kostenko, Ukraine’s
environmental and
nuclear safety minis-
ter. “It was built in a
hurry. The construc-
tion was bad. It won't
last another 10 or 15
years.”

Biophysicist Dmy-

tro Hrodzinsky thinks “the sarcopha-
gus in its present state is very danger-
ous.” He notes the concrete wasn't
properly reinforced and the entire
structure Is sagging and “full of

holes.”

There also Is the fear — a matter

Estimates of Cherno-
byl's effects include:

» 8,000 to 125,000
deaths linked to the ex-
plosion and radiation.

» 10,000 to 40,000 dis-
abled cleanup workers.

»4 million or more
people expased to high
levels of radiation.

» 1.5 million children
at risk of thyroid cancer.

> 2.6 million people,
700,000 of them children,
still living in areas with
signlficant radioactive
contamination.

And that's just in
Ukraine. Double those
numbers to get a sense of
the overall toll. Most oth-
er people affected are in
neighboring Belarus.

does fall down?” Wil-
son asks. ‘“You might
get a little explo-
sion,” but the biggest
impact would be
from the scattering
of radioactive dust
and debris in the Im-
mediate vicinity,
which is already off-
limits, he says.

There are two op-
tions: build a new
tomb over the decay-
ing sarcophagus, or
remove and bury the
debris.

The burial of Cher-
nobyl's deadiy lega-
cy would have to be
carved out of solid
rock, which requires
a place far from
Chernobyl's porous,
soils. As for a new
sarcophagus for the

ruined reactor, the price Is $1.5 bil-
lion — money Ukraine doesn’t have.

This weekend, the G-7 group of in-
dustrialized nations reiterated its
pledge to help Ukraine in the effort.

» Nuclear summitry, 6A



PLO summit could boost peace

Terrorist exiles expected to attend,
council to consider charter revisions

By Judith Colp Rubin
Special for USA TODAY

JERUSALEM — Even as Is-
rael continued its assault on
radical Hezbollah guerrillas in
southern Lebanon, Palestin-
ians made plans for today’s
landmark summit that could
advance peace with Israel.

Billed as a Who's Who of Pal-
estinian activists, the Council of
the Palestine Liberation Orga-
nization is drawing 450 dele-
gates, including some terrorist
exiles granted visas by Israel
for the first time since 1967.

They include Mohammed
Abu Abbas, who mastermind-
ed the 1985 hijacking of the
Achille Lauro cruise ship. Leon
Klinghoffer, a wheelchair-
bound American passenger,

;- was killed in the hijacking

Also arriving to attend the
week-long council are Abud

. Daoud, one of those involved in
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the massacre that killed 11 Is-
raeli athletes at the 1972 Olym-

. pics in Munich, and Leila

Khaled, foiled i n attempts to hi-
jack Israeli planes from Rome
in 1969 and to London in 1970.

Khaled was greeted by doz-
ens of cheering supporters af-
ter she crossed the Allenby
Bridge from Jordan into the

West Bank last week. Two doz-
en Israelis also waited near the
crossing to protest her return,
and Palestinian police fired
shos in the air to disperse
them. No one was injured.

“I am not a terrorist,” said
Khaled, 52, kissing the ground.
“I'm a freedom fighter.”

For all the pomp and social
networking expected at the
council, its real work is the re-
vision of the PLO’s 30-year-old
charter calllng for armed
struggle to destroy Israel and
expel the Jews from Palestine.

Without a change in the PLO
charter, final negotiations with
Israel to hammer out an agree-
ment on Jerusalem are unlike-
ly. Also unlikely is continued
aid from the United States.

PLO Chairman Yasser Ara-
fat has long said he will change
the charter. But after a meet-
ing last week with Israeli
Prime Minister Shimon Peres,
he told reporters the decision
is not his alone.

Palestinian anger has been
building since Israel closed the
West Bank and Gaza last
month in retaliation for a se-
ries of suicide bombing attacks
by Palestinian Hamas radicals
that left 59 victims dead.
Squeezed economically, mar|\y

Palestinians are in no mood to
give Israel what they see as a
concession.

“If Israel wants the charter
amended it must be willing to
pay a political price,” said Kha-
lil Shikaki, a political scientist
at al-Najar University in the
West Bank town of Nablus.

Most of those attending will
be political supporters of Ara-
fat's group Fatah, which is run-
ning the West Bank and Gaza.
Many are middle-aged Pales-
tinian businessmen from Jor-
dan or PLO officials from Tuni-
sia. They are likely to dress in
business suits rather than the
traditional checkered kaffiyah
favored by Arafat. :

But some voting on the char-
ter are allied with Hamas and
other groups dedicated to de-
stroying the peace process.
Among them is Sameeha Kha-
lil, a West Bank political activ-
ist who ran unsuccessfully
against Arafat to lead the Pal-
estinians In January.

She said she wil] niot change
the charter “until I see a Pales-
tinian state with my own eyes.”

A failure to revise the char-
ter would threaten not only
Arafat and the peace process
but Peres also.

Facing elections May 29,
Peres needs to demonstrate to
a dubjous Israeli public that the
Palestinians want peace. If the
council fails to revise the char-
ter, the opposition Likud Party

March in Gaza City: Palestinian students bum an Israeli flag

Sunday to prote:st violence between Israel and Hezbolish guerrilias.

would point to that as confir-
mation that Palestinians still
seek Israel’s destruction.

In launching the onslaught
against Hezbollah guerrillas in
southern Lebanon, Peres was
mindful of Israeli frustration at
the lack of a peace dividend. In
eyeing this week's conference,
he will be equally on guard.

So will Pale:stinlans, who

hope to wrest some concession
from Israel in opening up the
West Bank and Gaza.

“The problem Is not our will-
ingness or desire to change
this, it's our doubts regarding
Israel’s leadership,” said Salah
T aair, a delegate from Bethle-
hem. “This is a document
which talks about the destruc-
tion of Israel when Israel is de-

.
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stroying the Palestinians.”
Arafat knows Israel is likely
to stop the peace process if the
PLO doesn’t change its charter.
Still, he has been coy about the

By Dsve Menll, USA TODAY

council s work this week.
Noting that he is presiding
over a duly elected council,
Arafat said, “The world must
respect our democracy.”




Ukrainian Congress Committee of America, Inc.

NATIONAL OFFICE WASHINQGTON OFFICE

203 Second Avenue 214 Masaachusatig Ave.. N.E.. Suite 225
New York, NY 10003 Washington, DC 20002

Phone: (212) 228-6840/6841 Phone: (202) 647-0018

FAX: (212) 2544721 FAX: (202) S43-5502

MEMORANDUM

TO: Nicole Radner
Office of the First Lady

FROM: Patience T. Huntwork
National Council, Ukrainian Congress Committee of America

DATE: April 29, 1996

Thank you for speaking with me this morning. I apologize for bringing
up an issue of controversy. However, it would be useful to review the
thinking which underlies our continuing request that you invite
Ambassador Shcherbak to speak at the May 1 gathering.

1. Ambassador Shcherbak will be the highest ranking official at the
ceremony representing the government of Ukraine. Since Ukraine is the
nation in which the Chornoby! catastrophe occurred, it seems to us that
courtesy requires that he be given the privilege of speaking, no matter
how briefly. If other governments affected by the disaster are also
represented by officials of similar rank, they should also be given the
privilege of a brief statement.

2. In hosting events and ceremonies, I am positive that the White House
endeavors to observe the utmost in courtesy and sensitivity toward
foreign representatives. When the White House hosted President Kuchma
during the 1994 state visit, he was permitted to speak at the Rose Garden
ceremony in addition to President Clinton. When President Kuchma
hosted President Clinton in Kyiv, President Clinton was invited to speak
in addition to President Kuchma. In either case, it would have been
insensitive to expect the visiting representative to stand mutely while the

representatives of the host nation are accorded the exclusive privilege of
speaking.

PHOENIX BRANCH: 730 WEST ELM STREET, PHOENIX, ARIZONA 850172






























Page Three

15.  Educatiorn of physicians and other health professionals. TFA
presents educational booths at the American Thyroid Association,
American Association of Clinical Endocrinologists, and The Endocrine
Society at their national meetings and sometimes at local educational
programs in individual cities for post graduate education. We should be
presenting similar programs at meetings of the Family Practice Society,
American College Physicians, Nurse Practitioner Association, and
Physician Assistant Associations.

16.  Association with The National Graves' Disease Foundation. We
are working to encourage patients to set up support groups for themselves
with other patients who have Graves' disease, groups which will then
spawn Thyroid Interest Groups dealing with general thyroid problems in
their communities and ultimately develop into TFA chapters.

17.  Occasional events. TFA has presented an event with Barbara Bush
in the past highlighting the importance of thyroid disease in the country
and its relationship to other problems of an autoimmune nature as well as
related disorders such as Developmental Dyslexia. These events should be
presented when occasions that are appropriate present themselves.
Celebrities are critical for these special events.

18.  Fundraising for thyroid research and to fund summner fellowships
in thyroid research for medical students are an ongoing desire of TFA but
can only be addressed when funds permit entry into this area in a
meaningful fashion.
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CHILDREN OF CHORNOBYL FOUNDATION NEWSLETTER
1986 ® 10TH ANNIVERSARY COMMEMORATION ® 1996
SUMMER 1996 elssue NUMBER 8

Vynnytsia Regional Children’s Hospital treats

children that live in a highly contaminated
area. Inya Bonacorsa, Field Director in
Ukraine holds an infant in the neonatal unit.
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ore than 60 tons of
pharmaceuticals and medical
supplies provided by the United

States government, as well as private
organizations arrived in Ukraine on the
morning of April 25. With its contribution
of high-quality pharmaceuticals valued at
$1.3 million, Children of Chornobyl
Relief Fund topped the list of non-
government contributors to the Tenth
Anniversary Chornobyl Relief Mission.
The combined total donation from all
contributors was more than $10 million.
All the cargo was designated as medical
assistance for the victims of the April 26,
1986, explosion at the Chornobyl Atomic
Energy Station in north-central Ukraine.

Companies that contributed to CCRF’s
donation  were  Pharmacia-Upjohn,
Medpharm and two  Monsanto
subsidiaries: Searle and NutraSweet
Kelco. The bulk of the pharmaceuticals
donated were antibiotics. Antibiotics are
essential for children that suffer from
weakened immune systems as a result of
prolonged exposure to radiation.

To date, CCRF has organized 17 airlifts.
Aid valued at $40 million has been
delivered. In recognition of CCRF’s role as
the leading medical aid provider to
Ukraine, cargo coordinator Valerie
Burachinsky was invited by the US
government to fly aboard the Antonov-124

lwnaafs an slha Anli ann ~acaccemaneal

RELIEF AIRLIFT ARRIVES IN UKRAINE
TENTH ANNIVERSARY CHORNOBYL

United States Government,
Private Organizations Unite to Provide Aid

American and Ukrainian officials meet cargo plane at Boryspil airport in Kyrv. The
Tenth Anniversary Relief Mission was sponsored by the United States government and
included private organizations such as CCRF, Americares, Project Hope and Eli Lilly.
(L-R): Ambassador-Designate Richard Morningstar; Vice Premier Vasyl Durdynets;
United States Ambassador Williamm G. Miller; Brian Propp, Director, Counterpart-
Ukraine; Dr. Zenon Matkiwsky, President, CCRF; actor Jack Palance; Joseph A. Vena,
CCRF Chairmnan of the Board. (Not pictured: Greg Huger, Director, USAID-Ukraine,
Nadia Matkswsky, Executive Director; CCRE representatives from Monsanto).
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First Lady Hillary Rodbam Clinton meets with Alex Kuzma, CCRF Director of
Development, and leukemia survivor Vova Malofienko at White House ceremony.
Vova’s plea inspired the First Lady to write a nationally syndicated column about
Chornobyl relief missions.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

White House Commemorates Chomobyl Disaster

CCRF’s Alex Kuzma Guest Speaker

ay 1, 1986, was a tragic day in the history
gy of Ukraine as tens of thousands of
it

children and adults took partin May Day
parades in Ukraine’s capital Kyiv. As they walked
under an open, sunny sky, the marchers were
unaware that their bodies were being exposed to
dangerous doses of radiation that were being
emitted by a destroyed nuclear reactor nearby.

Ten years later, the May Ist tragedy was
remembered at the White House with “a call to
healing and prevention” as First Lady Hillary
Rodham Clinton and Vice President Al Gore
hosted a special ceremony in the East Room to
honor the many organizations and individuals
who have been at the forefront of international
efforts to meet the needs of Chornobyl’s survivors.
The Vice President outlined the mounting
evidence of medical and environmental damage as
a result of Chornobyl, and concretely outgned
America’s commitment to help alleviate the
burden of this disaster. The First Lady recalled
her visit to the Center for Maternal and Child
Healthcare in Kyiv, where many children that
suffer from radiation-related illnesses are treated

President Leonid Kuchma Meets With

CCRF Executive Director

Official Plans, Support of New Healthcare Project Discussed

Kuchma early this year to present the organization’s calendar of events to
commemorate the tenth anniversary of Chornobyl. At this meeting President Kuchma

Nadia Matkiwsky, CCRF Executive Director met with Ukraine’s President Leonid

designated CCRF’s memorial concert at the Kyiv State Opera Theater on April 26 as the official
presidential commemorative event, to be followed by a presidential reception at the Opera
‘Theater. Mrs. Matkiwsky also outlined CCRIs plans for an airlift of medical relicf, as well as
conferences and exhibits in the United States.

In addition to discussing plans for commemoration activities, Mrs. Matkiwsky presented
CCRF’s new project - the Women’s and Children’s Healthcare Initiative (WCHI), a joint
program with the international firm Monsanto. The WCHI will introduce a program of
prenatal and neonatal intensive care in three regions of Ukraine: Luhansk, Dnipropetrovsk, and
Vynnytsia. President Kuchma was encouraging in his support for the program. He noted that
the reduction of Ukraine’s high infant mortality rate, more than twice the European average is
the number one public health priority of his administration. First Lady Lyudmilla Kuchma
agreed to serve as the IHonorary Patron of the Women’s and Children’s Healthcare Initiative.

President of Ukraine Leonid Kuchma meets with CCRE Executive Director
Nadia Matkiwsky to discuss plans for the commemoration of the tenth
anniversary of Chornobyl.

and urged those assembled to “rededicate
ourselves to the healing and recovery that must
continue into the future.”

As Honorary Chair of the Chornobyl Challenge
‘96 Coalition, the First Lady introduced CCRF’s
Alex Kuzma, who spoke on behalf of the Coalition
and the Chornobyl relief community. Also invited
to share the podium was 11-year old Vova
Malofienko, a Chornobyl survivor from the city of
Chernihiv. Vova was brought to the United States
by CCREF to attend actor Paul Newman’s “Hole in
the Wall Gang” camp for children with cancer.
CCREF arranged for his subsequent treatment for
leukemia in iospitals in Boston and in Newark.
Vova thanked Mrs. Clinton for taking the time to
visit ill children in hospitals in Ukraine and
Belarus. In a touching moment, Vova reminded
the audience that even though he had a strong will
to live, without the help of many other people, he
could not have survived. He then asked that “we
not forgot all the children who were not lucky
enough to come to the United States,” but who
also have a will to live and desperately need
medical help.
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A Message from the President

As Children of Chornobyl began to plan for the ten year anniversary of the
Chornobyl nuclear disaster, we were determined to meet four goals this
year: to provide medical aid; to educate the public about this disaster; to
commemorate the tragedy; and to define our future direction. Our
contributors will be proud to know that midway through the tenth year, we
have met each of these goals. It is with great pride and gratitude that we
share some of these historic successes with you in this newsletter.

After more than six years of work in Ukraine, we have acquired a great deal
of knowledge and experience. After a review of key health issues that
confront Ukraine, we believe that the most serious public health problem in
Ukraine today is the high rate of infant mortality.

According to the latest statistics, the infant mortality rate is 20 deaths per 1,000
live births - one of the highest in the world. This statistic is catastrophic for
Ukraine - an alarming trend that threatens the future of the nation.

Ukrainian health officials, as well as the administration of President Leonid
Kuchma have expressed deep concern about this crisis.

In response, we have begun an aggressive effort to provide completely
equipped neonatal intensive care units along with a program of training and
instruction, to hospitals in Ukraine. We have also undertaken a new project
with the Monsanto Company, the Women’s and Children’s Healthcare
Initiative that will emphasize prenatal healthcare in three regions. Only a
determined, comprehensive effort will truly help the children.

Our first shipment in conjunction with this effort will be delivered in August
and an airlift is planned for December.

The grant from Monsanto has enabled us to open an office in Kyiv, the
International Children of Chornobyl Foundation, and to hire additional
staff. Our new Field Director in Ukraine is Inya Bonacorsa, who will soon
be joined by Taras Ferencevych, the new Office Manager. To assist us with
the tenth anniversary commemoration activities, Irene Jarosewich has joined
our staff as Director of Public Affairs.

We know we are fortunate to have the continued support of our contributors,
and T sincerely thank you. Your contributions, the dedicated efforts of our
volunteers allows us to strengthen our live-saving mission.

Ukraine and its people have truly suffered tremendously in the past several
decades. Nonetheless, Ukraine will be celebrating the fifth anniversary of its
long-awaited independence this month, a goal once believed unattainable.
Once again, I thank you for believing in our mission and I hope we can count
on your continuing support.

Dr. Zenon Matkiwsky
President
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Dr. and Mrs. Zemon Matkiwsky visit the
Nezabutka Children’s Clinic and Daycare Center
in Lubansk, a city on Ukraine’s eastern border.
This daycare center specifically serves a communi-

ty of Chornobyl evacuees.

A premature newborn dozes in an
incubator delivered by CCRF to the
neonatal intensive care unit at the
Vynnytsia Regional Children’s Hospital.
Vynnytsia is one of the three regions
selected for the new Women’s and
Children’s  Healthcare  Initiative
(WCHI) funded by the Monsanto
Company. During the past few years
birth complications bave risen sharply
in Ukraine. CCRF will direct more
of its resources to combar this
dramatic increase.

“I am particularly proud to note a most unique and
important partnership which has developed around
the anniversary ... The Children of Chornobyl Relief
Fund ... turned about $2 million in donations into
about 840 million in airlifted supplies to the people of
Ukraine ... CCRF has now received a large grant
from the Monsanto Company ... together this chari-
table organization and this American firm are
launching a major health initiative for children
and women .... we have here a great model for
other groups .... mot just a one-shot, onme-day
commemoration of an enviro,r;menml disaster, but

a [Oﬂgt’?'- term commitment.

Congressman Samuel Gejdenson (D-CT)
Congressional Record
April 25, 1996

e
PRESERVATION



by

(L-R): Professor Murray Feshbach, author “Ecocide in the USSR;” Belarusan Ambassador Syarghei Ma;ﬁ)}dlt;

Congressman Christopher Smith, Chairman, Commission for Security and Cooperation in Europe: Ukrainian
Ambassador Dr. Yurt Shcherbak; Alex Kuzma, Director of Development, CCRE.

Commission on Security and Cooperation in Europe

convened a hearing on April 23, 1996, “The Legacy of
Chornobyl: 1986-1996 and Beyond.” Providing testimony on
the medical, social, political, economic consequences, as well
as international relief efforts were Belarusan Ambassador
Syarghei Martynau; Ukrainian Ambassador Dr. Yuri
Shcherbak; Georgetown University Professor Murray
Feshbach; and Alex Kuzma, Director of Development, CCRF.

The amount, as well as the nature of information provided by
the four speakers was daunting. Ambassador Martynau urged
that a joint scientific commission be established to share
information about Chornobyl and to coordinate ongoing
research. He stated the basic need in Belarus for new
technologies to rehabilitate contaminated lands and to
produce non-contaminated food, without which, Belarus will
perish.  Ambassador Shcherbak noted the 15.7 percent
increase in population mortality in the most affected areas and
the crippling financial burden of cleaning up, shutting down
and encasing the Chornobyl AES. Dr. Feshbach, a
demographer, cited numerous examples of health
consequences that are not being systematically documented,
therefore do not exist as statistics that can help indicate the full
ramifications of the explosion. He predicted an increase in the
incidences of diseases and disorders in the next ten years. Alex
Kuzma, echoing the testimony of the previous speakers, cited

Congressman Chris Smith (R-NJ), chairman of the

documented information about sharp increases in birth defects
and cancer in children. Supporting Dr. Feshbach’ claim of
inadequate research, he also suggested that much of the
research being done was limited in scope and excluded key
high-risk populations, such as evacuees and clean-up workers,
which live in other regions of Ukraine and the former Soviet
Union. These limited studies are unreliable as a measure of
the true consequences of Chornobyl.

Congressman Smith praised the panel of experts as “one of the
most informative” that he had convened during his 16 years in
Washington. A few days later, he published an opinion column
about Chornobyl in the Trenton Times in which he cited
“moving and eloquent testimony” presented by Alex Kuzma.

On April 24, House Congressional Resolution 167 was
introduced recognizing the tenth anniversary of Chornobyl,
and called upon President Clinton “to provide medical relief
humanitarian assistance, social impact planning and hospital
development for Ukraine, Belarus, Russia...and to encourage
national and international health organizations to expand the
scope of research into the public health consequences of
Chornobyl so that the global community can benefit from the
finding of such research.” The resolution passed 404-0 on
May 22. On April 25, an identical resolution passed the
Senate. (Copies of the testimony and the resolution are
available from CSCE: 202-225-1901)

Delegation From Ukraine
Visits Medical Center

aint Barnabas Medical Center, a top-rated 650 bed
Smedical facility in central New Jersey, hosted an

official delegation from Ukraine on April 1. The
five-person delegation, headed by Vice Prime Minister
Ivan Kouras was greeted at a breakfast by President and
CEO Ronald J. Del Mauro. The delegation was given a
comprehensive medical tour of the Neonatal Intensive
Care Unit, the Pediatric Intensive Care Unit, and the
Burn Intensive Care Unit. Saint Barnabas has New
Jersey’s only certified burn treatment facility to which
patients are brought from throughout the tri-state area, as
well as extensive services for the intensive care of children
and neonates. Medical specialists spoke at length about the
state-of-the-art life-saving techniques employed in the
ICUs, as well as hospital procedures and training that
enhance patients’ chance of survival. Later, the delegation

‘ &

(L-R): Vice Prime Mimister lvan Kowras; Dr. lvan Vyshnevsky;
Nancy Holecek, Vice President for Patient Care Services; Dr. Olesya
Hulchiy; Alexander Sbevchenko, Permanent Mission of Ukraine;
Deputy Volodymyr Yavorivsky of the Ukrainian Parliament.

met with local press and continued their discussions with
doctors and specialists over lunch. The delegadon’s visit to
Saint Barnabas, arranged by CCRF, was the initial step in an
alliance with the Medical Center and CCRF partner
institutions in Ukraine. In addition to the Vice Prime
Minister, delegation members included Volodymyr
Yavorivsky, Member of Parliament; Dr. Vladislav Torbyn,
Research Division, Medical Department, Ministry of
Chornobyl; Dr. Ivan Vyshnevsky, Director, Nuclear Studies
Institute, Ukrainian Academy of Sciences; Dr. Olesya
Hulchiy, Director, Medical Swtstics Research, Deparunent
of Public Health, Kyiv City Administradon. Also
partcipating was Dr. Natalia Fendrikova, an obstetrician
from Kyiv. Dr. Fendrikova partcipated in a physician’s
training program at Saint Barnabas, under the auspices
of a new CCRF project funded by Monsanto.

PHOTOCOPY
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Ukrainian Church bierarchs meet with US Senator Frank Lautenberg (D-NJ) prior to the
commemorative banquet. (L-R): His Eminence Archbishop Antony, Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the
USA; His Excellency Bishop Basil Losten, Stamford Diocese, Ukrainian Catholic Church, Senator
Lautenberg; His Grace Archbishop Vsevolod, Ukrainian Orthodox Church of America.

Ukrainian Orthodox Church Raises Funds

for Chornobyl Relief Efforts
CCRF Honors Outstanding Activists

he Chornobyl Tenth Anniversary Campaign was launched on

February 4, 1996, with a solemn, commemorative banquet hosted by

His Eminence Archbishop Antony of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church
of the USA. The evening brought together more than 300 guests at the
Ukrainian Cultural Center in South Bound Brook, New Jersey. The evening’s
program featured a keynote address by Academy Award-winning actor Jack
Palance, National Spokesperson for the Tenth Anniversary. Among the guest
speakers were Ambassador Anatoliy Zlenko, Permanent Mission of Ukraine to
the United Nations and United States Senator Frank Lautenberg. The
program also included beautiful singing by the St. Andrew’s Memorial
Cathedral Choir, and a presentation of awards to four guests of honor.

The individuals honored for their outstanding contributions to the Chornobyl
relief effort were: Dr. Mona Mikalsen, who has been indefatigable in her efforts
to procure equipment and medicine valued at more than $2 million. Dr.
George Charuk a leading financial contributor; Roma Hadzewycz, editor-in-

I commend you for your noble efforts to care for the children of
Chornobyl, those innocent victims who bear the tragic scars of this
calamity. The outstanding efforts of private voluntary organizations
such as the Children of Chornobyl Relief Fund deserve our highest
praise. Moreover, your advice and initiative have led to constructive
US government programs to Supéyly medicines and medical treatment
for many who continue to suffer. 2

President Bill Clinton in a letter dated February 3, 1996
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(L-R): Ambassador Anatoliy Zlenko, Permanent Mission of Ukraine to the UN; Honoree Dr:
George Charuk, Medical Director; Physical Medicine and Rebabilitation Department, Central
Georgia Rebabilitation Hospital; Consul-General of Ukraine Viktor Kryzhaniwsky; Mykola

Kravets, President, Air Ukraine. PHOTOCOPY
RESERVATION
Dr. Zenon Matkrwsky, President, and ;
Nadia Matkiwsky, Executive Director ;
of CCRF listen to the Benediction.
Afterwards, a moment of silence was
observed to reflect on the suffering
caused by Chornobyl’s explosion.
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ten years, providing one of the few consistently available forums for new
information about the tragedy; and Pastor Volodymyr Domashovets,
President, All-Ukrainian Evangelical Baptist Fellowship, for his ongoing
support of the Chornobyl relief mission.

In addition to the four honorees, the 1996 Humanitarian Award was presented
to His Eminence Archbishop Antony for his profound dedication to organizing
support for the Chornobyl relief effort on behalf of CCRE. At the conclusion
of the banquet, Archbishop Antony read a letter of greeting from President
Bill Clinton.

The banquet raised more than $41,000 for CCREF. Of this amount, $15,000 was
used to procure antibiotics valued at more than $150,000 for the airlift that
arrived in Ukraine on April 25. Soon after the February 4th fundraiser, the
parish of St. Volodymyr Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral in Parma, Ohio raised
an additional $20,000 for CCRE, funds that will be used to procure equipment
for a neonatal intensive care unit in Chernihiv. The banquet and Mr. Palance’s
remarks received extensive media coverage across the country, as a result of a
story by the news wire service Associated Press.

Jack Palance meets with CCRF volunteers. (L-R): Ksenia Kyzyk (CCRF
staff); Alexa Vena; Oksana Mulyk; Lillian Uonin; Nicholas Poruchynsky;
Christina Bilowchtchuk; Roman Senyk; Fack Palance; Alexa Kryzaniwsky;
Lida Kryzaniwsky; Renata Fedun; Adriana Burachinsky; Yaryna
Ferencevych; Taras Ferencevych (former president of the Rutgers University
Ukrainian Students Club). Taras will be the new Office Manager of the
ICCF-Ukraine office.

Dr. Mona Mikalsen receives award and
thanks from Dr. Georgiy Roshchin,
Director, Kyiv Emergency Hospital and
Trauma Center. Dr. Roshchin’s hospital
is the site of the MRI unit installed by
CCRF and the Ukrainian National
Women’s League of America. Dr
Mikalsen was  instrumental in
obtaining the MRI at minimal cost.
Bebind Dr. Roshchin is Dr. [Thor
Sawczuk, CCRF Board Member and
Chief of  Urology,  Columbia
Presbyterian Medical Center;, NYC.

Honoree Roma Hadzewycz, Editor-in-
Chief, Ukrainian Weekly, (left) walks
with her husband Andriy and Irene
Farosewich, Director of Public Affairs,
CCRE The Weekly bas been a leading
source of information on Chornobyl
since 1986.

(44 ! e I
[t is my deep conviction that we share a responsibility,

Chornobyl - these lessons include bhelping those that suffer the
consequences now, as well as working to prevent another such disaster

Chornobyl, we have been told that we will see the beginning of an
upsurge in various illnesses and that this will continue for ten, twenty

iternationally, to dedicate our resources to learn the lessons of

from occurring in the future. In this year, the tenth anniversary of

years. Rather than disappearing, this tragedy, unfortunately, keeps
expanding. The Children of Chornobyl Relief Fund has understood for
years the cruel nature of this event and has worked relentlessly to belp
the childven, as well as make us all aware of the gradual, yet
persistently destructive consequences of this explosion. I commend them
for their efforts.
- Actor fack Palance, Kyiv, Ukraine, April 24, 1996
PHOTOCOP|
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United Nations Mission, CCRF Host Commemomtzve Dinner

the United Nations and the Children of Chornobyl Relief Fund

hosted a commemorative tenth anniversary dinner for more than
250 guests in the elegant rotunda of the Low Library at Columbia
University. Professor Mark von Iagen, Director of the Harriman
Institute served as the Master of Ceremonies. Among the speakers was
Toby Moffett, Vice President, International Development, Monsanto
Company and a former US Congressman. Kate Coyne, of Union
Hospital, and a vice president of the Saint Barnabas Health Care System
also greeted the guests. The relationship between Union Hospital and

On the evening of April 8, the Permanent Mission of Ukraine to

Volodymyr Yavorivsky, Member of
Parliament from Ukraine was part of
the official delegation that participated
in commemoration activities in New
York. Mr. Yavorivsky is the former head
of the Chornobyl Commission in the
Ukrainian Parliament. He is one of the
co-founders of Children of Chornobyl
Relief Fund, and is the chairman of the
Democratic Party of Ukraine.

Dr. George Rupp, (left), president of
Columbia University meets  with
Ambassador Anatliy Zlenko.

CCRF began with the first shipment of medicine to Ukraine, which was
organized by the staff of the hospital in 1990. Roz Abrams, a television
anchor that hosted a special program on Chornobyl spoke with deep
emotion about the profound personal impact of Ukraine, and of her visits
to the children’s hospitals. The major benefactors of the commemorative
evening were NutraSweet-Kelco, Monsanto, Pharmacia-Upjohn,
Ramada Corporate Center (East Hanover, NJ), Saint Barnabas Health
Care System, Searle Corporation, Union Hospital, Self-Reliance

Federal Credit Union (New York), Vira Hladun Goldman, the Kyzyk
Family, the Matkiwsky Family.

Artending the reception were: the Undersecretary General of the United Nations, Yasushi Akashi, ambassadors
from the Permanent Missions of Japan, Russia, Hungary, Bulgaria, Cuba, Austria, Belarus, Poland, Italy,
Kazakstan, The Netherlands, France, Moldova, The Czech Republic, representatives from the Permanent
Missions of Australia, Georgia, Israel, Turkey, Germany, and Romania. Also pictured are: host ambassador,
H.E. Anatoliy Zlenko; Dr. Yuri Shcherbak, Ambassador of Ukraine to the United States; Vice Prime Minister
lvan Kouras, Volodymyr Khandoggi, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs; Vira Hladun Goldnran, CCRF Board
Mewmber and event co-chair; Volodymyr Yavorivsky, Member of Parliament; Nadia Matkiwsky, CCRF
Executive Director; Dr. Zenon Matkewsky, CCRF President; Joseph A. Vena, CCRF Chairman of the Board.

“..We wvoice our deep
respect and honor those
national and international
organizations that sup-
ported Ukraine in the first
days of the Chornoby!
calamity and assist us in
this matter until this day.
An excellent example of
such charitable efforts is
the activity of the
American  organization
Children of Chornobyl
Relief Fund.”
- President Leonid Kuchma,
April 1996

“My trip to Ukraine
changed my life...”
- Roz Abrams
Correspondent
WABC-TV Neuws,
New York
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v Ambassador Anatoliy Zienko. o 3

Event organizers, volunteers and guests. (L-R, front row): Patricia Polansky, CCRF Board Member; Martha
V. Andriuk, CCRF Vice President; Vice Prime Minister Ivan Kouras; Valerie Burachinsky, CCRF Vice
President; H.E. Ambassador Anatoliy Zlenko, Permanent Mission of Ukraine to the UN; Nadia Matkiwsky,
CCRF Executive Director; Dr. Zenon Matkiwsky, CCRF President; Mr. Osyp Holynskyj, CCRF volunteer;
(L-R, second row): Dr. Lilia Hryborovych, Member of Parliament; Joseph A. Vena, CCRF Chairman of the
Board; Irene Holynskyj, CCRF volunteer; Irene Jarosewich, CCRF Director of Public Affairs; Alex Kuzma,
CCRF Director of Development; (L-R, third row): Susan Holmes, Harriman Institute Project Coordinator;
Professor Mark Von Hagen, Director; Harviman Institute; Ambassador Yuri Shcherbak, Embassy of Ukraine;
emilience ohabehall Gighe Tt Epmient Ksenia Kyzyk, CCRF Assistant to the Exccutive Director; Slavko Nowytski, corvespondent, Voice of America;
of Ukraint. Inya Bonacorsa, Field Director, ICCF-Ukraine; Ghassan Shehade, CCRF volunteer.
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Commemorative Concert Draws Internatonal Celebrities
Jon Anderson, Westminster Abbey Boys Choir Perform in Kyiv

Vice Prime Minister Ivan Kouras addressed

Among the international artists participating in the evening were
musician and vocalist Jon Anderson, the Westminster Abbey
Boys Choir from England, and American Academy Award-
winning actor Jack Palance.

National artists included Bohdan Stupka, a theater actor beloved
throughout Ukraine, the world-famous Virsky Dance Ensemble,
and dramatic vocalist Nina Matvienko.

Ukrainian President Leonid Kuchma thanked producer Nadia
Matkiwsky and artistic director, Valentyn Kozmenko-Delinde
for their determination to present the solemn message of
Chornobyl in a theatrical production of the highest caliber.

: Among the Ukrainian government officials attending the event
y B | ) were President and Mrs. Lyudmilla Kuchma, Prime Minister
and Mrs. Evhen Marchuk, Chairman of the Council of Ministers
and Mrs. Vasyl Durdynets, Vice Prime Minister and Mrs. Ivan

Following the April 26 concert at the Kyiv State Opera Theater, Jon Andersen
(center; left), composer and performer, former lead guitarist for the musical

group Yes!, and bis wife June (center, right) enjoy a light moment with CCRF Kouras, Chairman of the Verkhovna Rada Alexander Moroz,
Chairman Joseph A. Vena (left) and Tanya Vena (right). Pictured upper left is Vice Prime Minister Roman Shpek, Chairman of the National
Derek Zimmerman, percussionist. Security Council Volodymyr Hurbulin.
ore than 30 Ukrainian and internationally acclaimed artists Among the guests from the United States government were
é \/ I performed at the Kyiv State Opera Theatre on the evening of April Ambassador William Miller, and Greg Huger, Director,
26 in the program “A Commemorative Evening Dedicated to the USAID-Kiev Mission.

Ten Year Anniversary of the Chornobyl Catastrophe.” : 3 :
¢ J ofE y B International corporations that provided support for the event,

Produced by CCRE, the concert was dedicated to the victims of the Chornobyl included: the Monsanto Company, Pepsi-Cola International,

Roz  Abrams, a guest
speaker at the
Commemorative Dinner

hosted a  documentary
about  Chornobyl  for
WABC-TV. The program
featured the work of
CCRF in Ukraine.

(L-R): Valentin Kozmenko-Delinde,
artistic director of the commemorative
concert, and Nadia Matkiwsky,
executive producer.

President and cargo coordinator with
award-winning Ukrainian actor Bobdan

Stupka. His  dramatic  reading of

disaster and was the official presidential commemorative event. Burson-Marsteller. PHOTOCOPY Chornobyl poetry captivated the audience.
PRESERVATION
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Children of Chornobyl Rellef Fund Receives Grant from the Monsanto Company

Women’s and Children’s Healthcare Initiative Launched in Three Regions

n keeping with their mutual commitment to

improve the health of women and children in

Ukraine, The Monsanto Company has awarded
$263,000 to CCRF to initiate the Women’s and
Children’s Healthcare Initiative (WCHI) in three
oblasts  (regions) of  Ukraine:  Luhansk,
Dnipropetrovsk, Vynnytsia. The project has four
goals: 1) to provide early pregnancy testing and
ultrasound  screening for expectant mothers
experiencing difficult pregnancies; 2) to distribute
information on prenatal care; 3) to provide training
for physicians in pediatrics, perinatology, neonatology,
obstetrics and gynecology; 4) to provide diagnostic
equipment and pharmaceuticals related to prenatal
and neonatal care to clinics and hospitals. All three

oblasts are home to Chornohyl evacuees and cleanup

workers. Vynnytsia was in the path of fallout. (L-R): Pamela Graves-Moore, Searle Corporation; James Enyart, Monsanto; Myra Moffett; Toby Moffert, Vice President,
] o Monsanto; Robert Noels, General Manager, Monsanto-Europe; Michelle Noels; Alexander Fedoseyev, Deputy Head,
The Monsanto Company has invested millions of Dnipropetrovsk Regional Administration; Nadia Matkiwsky; Dr: Zenon Matkiwsky; Ksenia Kyzyk.

dollars to revitalize Ukraine’s agricultural sector and
has agricultural projects in the three oblasts where the
healthcare initiative has begun. Monsanto
management philosophy emphasizes corporate
involvement with the communities where corporate
business is located. According to Nadia Matkiwsky,
“after discussion with CCRE, Monsanto recognized
mounting health problems in Ukraine. We are pleased
that they have chosen CCRF to help them bring
better health care to those groups that need it most -
the women and children.”

Alexander Shabanov (Ieﬁ‘) the director of the Nezabutka
Children’s Clinic in Krasniy Luch, Lubansk greets
CCRF delegation. The clinic services a Chornobyl

In a meeting in Fanuary, 1996, at Cabinet of Ministers,
Vice Prime Minister Ilvan Kouras met with CCRF and

From APril 28 - May 1, 1996, a delegation from an?m.nto representatives to di:cus:. implementation of new evacuee population. A Monsanto subsidiary, NutraSweet
Monsanto and CCRF traveled to the regions and "% (LR)leladymyy Javorrvsky, Robyz Noctsdyan Kelco delivered a year’s supply of the d"édW
visited clinics where the programs have begun Rogigiivddia Mashinaly; oty Moflere PHOTO
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“Chomobyl Ten Years After”

International Experts Analyze Impact on
Public Health, Energy, Society and Environment

he Council on Russian and East European
Studies at Yale University, The Harriman
Institute at Columbia University and CCRF
hosted a two-day conference, “Chornobyl: Ten Years
After” on April 8 and 9, 1996. The conference
examined the long-term impact of the 1986 explosion

and included renowned experts from Ukraine, Canada,
Europe and the United States.

Ambassador Anatoliy Zlenko opened the conference at
Yale University and addressed the environmental and
public health consequences that confront Ukraine’s
government. Speakers included Chornobyl historian
Dr. David Marples, University of Alberta; nuclear
physicist Dr. Alexander Sich, author of an MIT study
that recalculated the level of emissions from the reactor
explosion;  demographic statistician Dr. Murray
Feshbach, Georgetown University. Another featured
speaker was Alla Yaroshinska, an award-winning
journalist and presently an advisor to Russian president
Boris Yeltsin. In 1992, she disclosed secret internal
protocols (minutes of meetings) of the Soviet Politburo
in Izvestiya. The publication of the protocols proved
conclusively that former Soviet president Mikhail
Gorbachev and the Politburo were fully informed of
the scope of the accident and deliberately misled the
public about the severity of the threat to health and
safety. Dr. Olesya Hulchiy of the Ministry of Health of
Ukraine and Dr. Anna Petrova, a leading researcher
from Belarus presented startlingly similar results from
two unrelated health studies showing a sharp increase
in birth anomalies and pregnancy complications in
regions contaminated by radiation from Chornobyl.
Similar increases were not found in uncontaminated
regions.

The keynote speaker at Columbia was Ukraine’s
Ambassador to the United States, Dr. Yuri Shcherbak
who spoke on the topic “Chornobyl: A Challenge for
the Global Community.” Ambassador Shcherbak, a
medical doctor by training was Ukraine’s ambassador to
Israel, and is the former Minister of Environmental
Protection. He has first-hand knowledge of the
medical crisis that resulted from the radiation
emergency. Congressman Benjamin Gilman (R-NY)
who has been an outspoken advocate of aid to the
Chornobyl region addressed the conference, as did
Ukrainian government officials Volodymyr Yavorivsky,

Member of Parliament, and Vice Prime Minister Ivan
Kouras. The conference ended with a forum on
Ukraine’s energy policy with presentations from Carol
Kessler of the US State Department - Nuclear Safety
Division; E. Steven Potts, a former energy adviser to
President Carter, Scott Denman of the Safe Energy
Communications Council Washington, D.C., and
Virginia Judson, a leading energy analyst for the State
of Connecticut.

Support for the conference came from the Children of
Chornobyl Relief Fund, the Chopivsky Family
Foundation, the Jacyk Foundation, Chornobyl
Challenge ‘96, and the Shevchenko Scientific Society.

More than two years ago, a Magnetic Resonance
Inaging (MRI) diagnostic system was installed at the
Kyiv Emergency Hospital. Based on information from
hospital staff’ and independent fuct-finding missions,
more than 3,000 patients have undergone MRI scans at
the unit. More than 400 have identified malignant
tumors. In April, the Gannett News Service and
WABC-News featured the MRI in their reports from
Ulkraine. Both reports cited the VIR as a major success
in the fight against the effects of Chornobyl. One of only
three such units in Ukraine, the MRI was purchased
through the joint efforts of CCRE and the UNWLA. We
thank the many donors who contributed generously for
the purchase of this unit. Above is radiologist Dr. Nina
Didenko as she prepares a young patient for a scan.

MEDICAL CONSEQUENCES

* Infant leukemia rates more than doubled among
Greek children who were exposed to Chornobyl
fallout while in their mother’s womb.
(Editor’s note: In Greece, the exposure to radiation
fallout after the explosion was five times higher than
norwmal. In contrast, in Ukraine, rates of exposure
exceeded 100 times bighei than normal.)
-Harvard Center for Cancer Prevention Study
published in Natare
July 25, 1996

e “Up to 40% of the children exposed to

radioactive fallout may develop thyroid cancer in
their lifetime.”

- Professor Dillwyn Williams,

University of Cambridge,

New Scientist, December 2, 1995

* Thyroid cancer among children in contaminated
regions has risen 80 times since 1986.

- World Health Organization Report,

Conference on Chornobyl, Geneva

November 1995

® The rate of infant mortality in Ukraine is 20

deaths per 1,000 live births (one of the highest rates
in the world.)

- Ministry of Health of Ukraine

Chomobyl Statistics, Spring 1996

* Fifty percent of Ukrainian men aged 13-29 suffer

from fertility problems. This is the highest rate of

male infertility in the world. Chornobyl suspected
as a major factor.

- Institute of Reproductive Medicine

Kyiv, as reported in Boston Globe,

January 29, 1996

e In 1993, there were 274,000 more deaths than

live births in Ukraine. In total, there were only
500,000 ltve births and the number is declining.

- Ministry of Health of Ukraine

January, 1996

® Children born in 1994 in Belarus to parents who

lived in the fallout zone in 1986 had twice the

normal rate of germline mutations (changes in

DNA in sperm and eggs). Such mutations are
passed on to future generations.

New York Times

April 24, 1996
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In January, Nadia Matkswsky (above center) visited children of Chornobyl evacuees that live in the Kyiv
oblast (region). Mys. Matkiwsky was greeted by more than 400 children who had prepared a special
program for ber and for Volodymryr Yavorivsky, Member of Parliament, entitiled “What Chornobyl
Means to Us™. Last year, CCRF had organized a medical conference in this region on the topic of thyroid
cancer and other endocrinological disorders.

Nadia Matkiwsky (below left) stands with Anna Kozlova, bead of a parent’s organization “Children
Marked by the Atom.” Between them is a poignant display of photographs of children who have died
from Chornobyl-related causes during the past ten years. The organization was founded by parents with
children that have thyroid-related diseases, most of whom receive treatment at the Kyiv Endocrinology
Institute. Besides the photo exhibit, the clinic also exhibited a special display of artwork by children from
Ukraine, Japan and Germany.

Letters

Dear Children of Chornobyl:

To commemorate the 10th Anniversary
of the Chornobyl tragedy, I requested that
guests to my 11th birthday party bring a
donation to CCREF instead of a gift. My
guests — mostly my classmates from St
Patrick’s School in Carlsbad donated a total
of $162.00 Please accept this donation to
help children affected by Chornobyl’s
radiation.

- Slava Haywas,
Oceanside, California

Our deepest thanks to Slava and her
classmates! - CCRF

Mrs. Matkiwsky, ... and all of the Children
of Chornoby! Relief Fund:

We extend our sincere thanks for the aid
we received in the form of medication on
the eve of the holidays. May the Lord bless
your sacred concern for the health of the
children of Ukraine. We are sincerely
grateful for your work devoted to Ukraine’s
future - the wellbeing of its children.

- Natalia Kyslenko,
Kyiv, Ukraine
February 1996

Dear Dr. Zenon and
Mrs. Nadia Matkiwsky:

As the mayor of Krasniy Luch, Luhansk
region, allow me to express my sincerest
thanks for the medicines received by our
children. The organization that you head is
fullfilling a historical mission to improve
the health and quality of life of the residents
of Ukraine that are suffering from the
consequences of the accident at the
Chornobyl Atomic Energy Station.

-V.V. Shkut, Mayor
Krasniy Luch, Ukraine
June, 1996
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A young adolescent boy rests at the Kyiv
Endocrinology Institute. He bas had bis
thyroid gland removed as is indicated by the

scar and swelling of his neck.

At the Chernibiv Regional Children’s
Hospital, children such as this young girl are
being treated for acute leukemia, which
appears at three times the average rate in
the regions most affected by Chornobyl.

«One organization in particular,
the Children of Chornobyl Relief
Fund is one of the largest
providers of medical aid to the
victims of Chornobyl.. . CCRF has
delivered to Ukraine more than
three times the amount of all
international aid combined.»
- Ambassador Yuri Shcherbak
National Press Club
Washington, DC, April 24, 1996
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Community and Chapter News

The tenth anniversary served as an important catalyst for many communities and CCRF
Chapters across the country. Our National Oftice congratulates all the creative individuals who
organized successful commemorative and fundraising programs this spring:

Cleveland: Special thanks to the 60 Plus Club, Father Nakonechny, Anna Petryshyn, Dr. Taras
Mabhlay and the parishioners of St. Vladimir's Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral in Parma, Ohio,
who raised $20,000 for CCRE. Also, working with the Sierra Club and with CCRE, the
Cleveland community organized a superb citywide rally on April 26 and an Earth Day exhibit
at the Cleveland Zoo.

Buffalo: A commemorative banquet raised $15,000 for CCRE. We express our deepest
appreciation for all the generous donors, especially the Waytena family, who donated $5,000 to
support our efforts.

Detroit: Our Michigan Chapter, under the leadership of Ms. Roma Dyhdalo raised $10,000
at a gala dinner featuring keynote speaker, Ambassador Anatoliy Zlenko. Our members in
Michigan have long been loyal supporters and once again we thank you.

Hartford: A statewide rally at the Connecticut State Capitol yielded a full-page article on
Chornobyl in the Hartford Courant.

San Diego: The House of Ukraine in Balboa Park hosted a Chornobyl program which
generated $2,500, considerable media coverage, and endorsements from California Governor
Pete Wilson and US Senator Barbara Boxer. Congratulations California!

Rochester, NY: A daytime rally featuring Congresswoman Louise Slaughter and Kyiv
obstetrician Dr. Natalia Fendrikova received excellent press coverage. However, the
community was deeply saddened by the unexpected and untimely dcath from cancer of Mrs.
Shmigel. Marta Shmigel was instrumental in raising $40,000 for the purchase of six neonatal
incubators that continue to save the lives of newborns in hospitals in Kyiv and Krasniy Luch.
Her legacy continues in Ukraine, but the death of this energetic woman came as a blow to the
people of Rochester. The Board of Directors of CCRE and the staff of our National Office
extends its sympathy to the family and friends of Mrs. Shmigel.

More event and Chapter news next issue: Bayonne, NJ; Cranford NJ Girl Scouts; Clifton
NJ; Columbus, OH; Boston, MA; Miami, FL; Rutgers University Ukrainian Students Club
Perth Amboy, NJ; NFL Golf Tournament; NIRS.

26 Dollars for
26 Miles for April 26
Run Jerema Run!

On April 15, Jerema Wolosenko ran the
100th Boston Marathon, the premier
international running event.  The
marathon received worldwide press
coverage. In order to draw attention to
another anniversary, Jeremua wore the
slogan “Remember the Children of
Chornobyl™ above bis runner’s number.
The length of the marathon was 26 miles,
50 he asked friends, neighbors and readers
of the Ukrainian Weekly to send $26
donations to CCRE, one dollar for each
mile to commemorate the tenth
anniversary of Chornobyl on April 26.
Thanks to Jerema’s quick thinking and

swift running, more than $1,500.00 was (f

|

recefved by CCRF. Thank you jerema!
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OVERVIEW OF MEDIA COVERAGE

The following are some of the media organizations that quoted CCRF or featured our
work in the first six months of 1996: Associated Press, Asbury Park Press, Bergen
Record, Boston Globe, Boston Herald, Buffalo News, Columbus Dispatch,
Congressional Record, (New Jersey) Courier Journal, Cranford Chronicle; Detroit
Free Press, Detroit News, Gannett News Service, Hartford Courant, (New Jersey)
Home News & Tribune, Jersey Journal, Louisville Courier Journal, Millburn Item;
New Haven Register, Newark Star Ledger, Newsday, Rockford Register, TIME
Magazine, Trenton Times, (New Jersey) Union Leader; Washington Times. CCRF
representatives were also interviewed on local television news broadcasts and special
programs on WABC-NY; WNBC-NY, RNN (tri-state); New Jersey News 12; BBC-
World Service and National Public Radio, WWOR-TV Channel 9. CCRF received
extensive news coverage in Ukraine. We would appreciate copies of any articles that

may have appeared in local papers related to the Chornobyl anniversary.

Children of Chornobyl Foundation /
Children of Chornobyl Relief Fund
272 Old Short Hills Road

Short Hills New Jersey 07078
201.376.5140 - telephone
201.376.4988 - fax

cerf@intac.com - e-mail

Dr. Zenon Matkiwsky, President;
Nadia Matkiwsky, Executive Director;
Joseph A. Vena, Chairman of the Board

Executive Committee: Martha Andriuk;
Valcrie Burachinsky; Tanya Vena; Maria
Welyczkowski

Staff: Inya Bonacorsa, ICCF Field
Director; Taras Ferencevych ICCF
Office Manager; Irene Jarosewich,
Director, Public Affairs; Alex Kuzma,
Director, Development; Ksenia Kyzyk,
Executive Assistant

International Children of Chornobyl
Foundation

252001 Ukraine Kyiv

vul. Sofiyivska 2/3

380.44.228.83.65 - telephone/fax
iccf@gu.kiev.ua - e-mail

Volunteers: Laryssa Baranetsky, John Caruso,
Miriam Chudio; Irene Holynskyj; Oleh
Holynskyj; Tamara Hordynsky; Lesia Hrab;
Luba Klachko; Marta Klufas; Irene Kytasty-
Kuzma; Andrew Kyzyk; Roksolana Kyzyk; Luba
Lesko; Danusia Lukiw, Erik Matkiwsky; Lisa
Milanytch; Xenia Piaseckyj; Patricia Polansky;
Andrea Popovich; Eugenia Ratycz; Ghassan
Shehade; Taissa Welhash; Alexa Vena; Lydia
Welyczkowski; Larissa Wowk; Diana Yurchuk

CCREF is a registered 501(c) 3 organization.
All contributions are tax deducuble.

Children of Chornobyl Foundation is an
umbrella organization for the Children of
Chornobyl Relief Fund (United States) and
the International Children of Chornobyl
Foundation (Ukraine).

Chornobyl Chronicle is published by the
Children of Chornobyl Foundation. Please
credit CCF/Chornobyl Chronicle for all
reproduced materials.
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