









































































































































BOLE OF RELIGION

The US delegation played a leadership role in building consensus on strong language
supporung religious liberty. This language which was has been widely agreed to is as
ollows:

“Religion, spirituality and belief play a central role in the lives of
millions of women and men, in the way they live and in the aspirations
they have (or the futures. The right to freedom of thought, conscience and
religion is inalienable and must be universally enjoved. This right
iucludes the freedom to have or to adopt the religion or belief of one’s
choice either individually or in community with others and in public «r
private, to manifest one’s religion or belief in worship, observarce,
practice and teaching. la order 0 realize cquality, devslopment and peace.
there is a need 10 {ully respect these rights and freedoms. Religion,
thought, conscience and belief may, and can. contribute to fulfilling
women'3 and men’s moral, ethical and spiritual needs and tc realizing
their ful: potentia’ in society. Hewcver, it is acknowledged that any form
of exiremism may have a negative unpact on women and can lead to
violence and discrimiration.”

PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITIES

After extensive ncgotiation in & small group with more than 70 countries with a bread
range Of views, sgtecinent was reached on how ‘o addiess pareatal rights issues i the
platforin. Resolution was achieved on a package of language, addressing parental
rights and service provision for children in sections on education, bealth end girls.

This package balances both the resporsibilities, rights and duties of parents with the
rights of the children. Some of the origlnal text was initially ill-placed as it referred
10 services for women.

“Parental rights* was mcntioned in the draft platform 22 times. As negotiated there
are two full references to parental rights in the Platform. One each in health, girl-
child and educanon. There are six additional references referring to these three
specific references.
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o The tollowing language will appear twice following other phrases:

*. .. 1aking into accouant the rights ot the child to access to
informarion, privacy, contidendality, respect and iwfvcmed coasent, as
well as the responsibiiities, nghts and duties ot parents and legal guardians
to provide, in a manner consistent with the evolving capaciues of the
child, appropriate direction and guidar.ce in the exercise hy the child afthe
rights recognized in the Convention on the Elircination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women In all actons concerning children, the
best interests cof the child shall be a pnmary considezation.”
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¢ The Platform reaffirms the universal nature of human rights, a fundamental principle
reflected in the UN Charter and the Vienna Declaration on Human Rights.

¢ However. some countries use the concept of national sovereignty (0 justify denial of
humar rights and equalitv oo :he grounds that their national laws, cultures, religions
and customs preclude them trom giving their citizens the full protection of’
international human rights and fundamental frcecdoms.

¢ We recognize that cultural and religious diversitics exist among ditlerent countries
and that domestic implementaticn of human rights programs is a legitimate matter ¢
national responsibility. However, 10 ensure that the overall goal of protecting human
tights for all peopls is not undcrmincd by unncccssary restrictions or limitations
rooted in claims of nationa! sovereignly, we are working with other delegations to
develop appropriate language to reflect the cbligation of all couniries to respeet and
promate human rights regardless ol their historical. cultural or religious
particularities. ’

CREATION OF NEW RIGHTS

¢ The Platform does not create wiy new rights.

¢ The Platform reaffirms the numan rights ot women.

¢ The Platform includes language that states “Good health is essential to leading a

productive ard thifllling life and the right of ail wouien to conuul ull aspects of their
health, in particular their own fertility, 1s basic to their empowennent.”
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In 1992, the Vienna World Coniference on Human Rights made clear that wom:en
have “the rght 1 accessible and adequate health care and the widest range of tamily
planning services...” In 1994 the Intemationzl Conference on Populetion and
Developiucut eafTitined language agreed to for more than twenty years in UN
documents recognizing “the basic tight of all ccuples and individuals to decide freely
and respons:bly the nuinber, spacing and timing of their children and to have the
informstion acd means 10 do <o, and rthe right to artain the highest attainahle standard
of sexual and reproductive health.”

The health languzge in the Women's Conference Platform is an elaboration of these
previously agreed rights.

The consernsus language adopted by the contact group is:

" Lhe human nights of women include their right to have control
over and decide freely and responsibly on matters related o their
sexuality, :ncluding sexual and reproductive health, free of coercion,
discrimination and violence. Equal relationships between women and men
in matters of sexual rejations and reproduction, 1ncluding tull respect for
the integnity of the person, require mutaal respect, consent and shared
responsibilitv for sexual behavior and its consequeinces.”

Tke intcnt of this lenguage is to promote equality in relationships between women
and men.

Tagether with other parts of the piatform. this language recognizes the human righ:s
of every woman to be free of violence and coercion in all aspects of her life. No new
unteraaiional hwaan rights are created with this language. It simply recognizes
existing rights as they apply to reproductive and sexual health and sexuality.

Ite LS puriicipated in deveioping the language which draws from views aniculated
by a wide range of delegations in the sub-contact group, iacluding delegaticrs from
Jordan, Moruwo, lrwy, Argentina, the Holy Sce, Brazil (for scveral South American
countries), Trinidad end Tobago, (for Caricom plus Heiti and Cuba), Senegal (for the
Africa Group), and the European Union.

Rights can cniv be enjoyved in the context of the obligations they impose on
individuals w respect (e righits vl vthers. In no case can an iadividual's right be ussd
to take rights away from anyoue 2lse (i.¢. a child’s right to be free from abuse).
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US supports the Platform in its intent to improve the status o1 all women. We sapport
the elimination of barriers that worien tiay face becnuse ol such factors s race, age,
language, ethnicity, culture, rzligion, sexual onertation, or disability, We oppose
discrimination in all forms.

This issue is still under negotiation.
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