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April 9th, 1998

Dear Mrs. Clinton,
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Sincerely,
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Dr. Snezhana Botusharova
Ambassador

Mrs. Hillary Clinton

The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500
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I would like to join in expressing gratitude and appreciation for the 
cordial welcome and warm hospitality extended to Mrs. Stoyanova 
and her party at the White House.

I have the pleasure to forward to you a formal invitation from 
Mrs. Antonina Stoyanova to visit Bulgaria and to open, as a guest of 
honor, the conference “Women In the 21-st Century” to be held 
under Mrs. Stoyanova’s patronage. This could be an excellent 
opportunity for you to get first-hand experience from the 
democratic reforms in our country.

Please accept, Mrs. Clinton, the assurances of my highest 
consideration.
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AwmoHUHa CTOflHO^A

HoaBoAeme mu ome eguw ntm ga uapaaa npeg Bac cBoama uckpeua 

BAaaogapHOcm sa monAUH npueM u ct>pgeMHama Bu omauBquBocm no BpeMe na natuama 

cpeuj,a B Bgauh goM. PasaoBoptm, koumo npoBegoxMe c Bac, 6eiue uskAioHumeAHO 

UHmepeceH u cmuMyAupatu,.
Bux uckaAa cbtuo maka omnoBo ga nomBt-pga nokanama cu go Bac ga nocemume 

BbAaapua u ga Bbgeme mou aocm u aocm na Mosma cmpana.
BbB Bpbaka c moBa Bux uckaAa ga Bu npegAo>ka ga Bbgeme noMemen aocm u ga 

omkpueme koHc^epennuH aa lOaouamoMHa EBpona na mewa “^Kenama na 21 Bek , koamo 

apaAganckuam 4>opyM "BbAaapka”, aaegno c ucauh HenpaBumeAcmBen cekmop y nac, 

nogaomBa ga npoBege nog mou nampona^k B CocJjur. Ha koH<£>epeHnuHma me Bbgam 

nokanenu nbpBume gaMU om cmpanume na KDaouamoMHa EBpona. Oc|>unuaAHu 

yMacmnunu B paBomama na koH^epenpuama me Bbgam npegcmaBumeAU na paaAunnu 

HenpaBumeAcmBenu opaaHusaguu om peauona.
yBegena cbM, Me moBa Bu Bua eguw nygecen noBog Bue ga nocemume BbAaapua, 

samomo Bauiuam onum u BAaaopogwa aHaaskupanocm, kakmo u Bamama nonyAapHocm 

B Moama cmpana, Buxa npegcmaBAaBaAu cBoeoBpaaeH npunoc kbM ycuAuama hu aa 

ocbmecmBaBane na geMokpamuHwume pe4>opMU.

Hue nogaomBaMe ga npoBegeM peauonaAHama koH^epenpua npea Mecei^ 

cenmeMBpu m. a., ho c ygoBoAcmBue Buxmg a nacpoMUAU u aa BpeMe, ygoBno aa Bac, 

npegBug HamoBapewama Bu npoapaMa.
Moah Bu, npueMeme, yBa>kaeMa aocno?ko KAUHmbH, Moume Hau-uckpenu 

yBepenua B gbAfiokomo mu yBa>keHue kbM Bac, kakmo u no^keAaHuama mu aa aumho 

agpaBe u macmue na Bac u Bauiemo ceMeucmBo. . j

2, Kondakov 1000,
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Translation

Sofia, March 5, 1998

Dear Mrs. Clinton,

I

We are planning the above regional conference for September 1998 but 

we would gladly time it according to your busy schedule.

I am sure that this will be an excellent occasion for you to visit Bulgaria. 

Your experience and noble commitment as well as your popularity in my 

country will act as an incentive in our efforts to implement the democratic 

reforms.

Please accept, once again, my sincere gratitude for the warm welcome 

and your kind hospitality at the White House. Our meeting and talks were 

extremely interesting and stimulating for me.

1 avail myself of this opportunity to confirm in writing my invitation to you 

to visit Bulgaria. The conference on “Women in the 21 century” to be 

held under my patronage in Sofia by the “Bulgarka” civic forum and the 

Non-governmental sector in Bulgaria could be a very appropriate 

occasion. I would like to invite you to be the guest of honor and open this 

forum of NGOs from our region. The first ladies of the countries of 

Southeastern Europe will also be invited.

Mrs. Hillary Clinton

Washington D.C.

Please, Mrs. Clinton, accept the assurances of my highest consideration 

for you and my wishes for good health and happiness to you and your 

family.

Sincerely,

/s/

Antonina Stoyanova

I
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

FAX COVER SHEET

(202) 456-.

NATIONAL 
SECURITY 
COUNCIL

Did you get a complete, 
clear transmission? If not, 
please call:

17th & Penn, N.W. 
Washington, D.C.
20504

11/26/97

JFrom: Susan Braden

To:Katie Button

Agency:

Fax Number:

Date/Time:

' No. of pages to follow: 

J Message: For meeting with Avis Bohlen
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ATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

WASHINGTON. 0 C. 20504 

MEMORANDUM FOR ALICE PUSHKAR 

FROM: GLYN T. DAVIES 

SUBJECT: Bulgarian Invitation to The First Lady 

6550 

The First Lady of Bulgaria has sent a letter requesting that 
Mrs. Clinton visit Bulgaria. Attached is a draft letter 
thanking Mrs. Stoyanova for the invitation without making any 
commitments. If the opportunity presents itself, however, the 
NSC recommends that Mrs. Clinton consider visiting Bulgaria at 
some time in the future. 

Under the leadership of President Stoyanov, Bulgaria is making a 
serious attempt to develop a free market economy and join the 
European mainstream. At this early juncture in the reform 
process, however, the Bulgarian people are suffering. A visit 
by the First Lady would boost public morale and encourage the 
government to stick with the reforms. 

Another reason for the First Lady to visit Bulgaria is to lend 
support to the women of Central Europe. Unlike many of the 
other countries in Cencral Europe where it is relatively rare to 
find women assuming a leadership role in political life, 
Bulgarian women are breaking this barrier. For example, both 
Bulgaria's Foreign Minister and Ambassador to the United States 
are women. A visic by the First Lady would lend support to this 
process. The Bulgarian people in general and the women in 
particular hold her in very high regard. 

RECOMMENDATION 

Thac Mrs. Clinton sign the letter at Tab A. 

Attachment 
Tab A Letter to Hrs. Stoyanova 
Tab B Incoming correspondence 

�002 
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the WHITE house

WASHINGTON

Dear Mrs. Stoyanova:

Sincerely,

Mrs. Antonina Stoyanova
2 Dondoukov Boulevard 
Sofia, Bulgaria

Bulgaria's commitment to democratic 
government and economic reform is impressive. 
I know that it takes time to realize the 
benefits of the economic reform process and 
that people suffer in the meantime. Please 
accept my admiration and support for your 
efforts. Ultimately, I am confident that we 
will succeed in building a more peaceful and 
democratic Europe for our children.

Thank you for your kind invitation to visit 
Bulgaria. While I cannot commit to visit 
your country at this time, I welcome the 
opportunity to do so in the future, my 
schedule permitting.
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Sofia, September 2, 1997

4

Antonina Stoyanova

11/26/97

xya 6 7 /<7

Mrs. Hillary Clinton
Washington D. C.

I write to pay my respects to you as a personality in your own right 
and as the First Lady of the United States of America.

In my capacity as the wife of the President of Bulgaria and, at the 
same time, a lawyer, a diplomat and the mother of a son and a daughter, 
I would like to express my admiration for your remarkable activity.

It is my great pleasure to invite you to pay a visit to Bulgaria and be 
my guest and a guest of my country, I am convinced that your valuable 
experience and noble commitments alongside your extreme popularity in 
Bulgaria would give a particularly strong impetus not only to your efforts 
dedicated to the future of our children but also to the democratic reforms 
we are ultimately striving to introduce in our country.

Please accept, Mrs. Clinton, the assurances of my high regard for 
you as well as my best wishes for health and happiness to you and your 

family.



October 30, 1997

Dear Mrs. Stoyanova:

Sincerely yours,

Hillary Rodham Clinton

Mrs. Antonina Stoyanova
2 Dondoukov Boulevard
Sofia
BULGARIA

Bulgaria's commitment to democratic 
government and economic reform is impressive. 
I appreciate that it takes time to realize 
the benefits of the economic reform process 
and during that time people must struggle. 
Freedom, peace and democracy are precious and 
we all have a stake in their success around 
the globe. Please accept my admiration and 
support for your efforts.

Thank you for you kind invitation to 
visit Bulgaria. While I am unable to include 
a visit to Bulgaria in my upcoming schedule, 
I have asked my scheduling office to keep 
your invitation in mind as my future schedule 
is being planned.
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MUNICIPALITY OF4 ►

BULGARIA, Gabrovo 5300, 1, Vazrazhdane Sq., Tel. +359/66/24939, Fax +359/66/29371

Dear Mrs. Clinton,

21-26 August at the time of the Second Edition of the Balkan Youth
Festival

oc

To
Mrs.Hillary Clinton

The end of September 1997
May 1998, when we have “The days of our town Gabrovo 
You can fix the dates according to your schedule

Such event will greatly honour our town and country Bulgaria. We assure you, you will not be 
disappointed by your visit here - we readily and gladly offer you our friendship and you will get 
acquainted with our culture history nature and people.

GABROVO

This letter comes to you from the town of Gabrovo , Bulgaria , written by a group of people - we 
have named ourselves Initiative Committee for issuing Mrs.Clinton’s book “IT TAKES A 
VILLAGE” in Bulgarian language
Your book was given as a present to Mr. Ivan Nenov, former Mayor of Gabrovo, Chairman of the 
Municipal Council at present , by Mrs. Viola Berger, mother of CDC representative for Bulgaria- 
Mrs. Susan Berger.
Mr. Nenov is deeply concerned about the future of the young Bulgarian generation.He finds your 
book very timely for our society. In fact he calls it “a textbook for upbringing the children in the 
conditions of a changing world”.
The idea about issuing your book in Bulgarian is supported by Mr. Nikolai Dachev - the Mayor of 
Gabrovo , the Youth Cultural Informatioa Center and the Open Society Club.
We think your book will help Bulgarian parents , teachers and children pass through the difficult 
period of transition . It willhelp us remember some forgotten moral values as wellas create some new 
poles , around which to strengthen our belief in the success of good breeding.
We plan to issue and distribute your book without commercial purpose , through a project of the 
Open Society Club , and we hope that you will be so kind as to contribute to this project by granting 
us the copyright We are sure that your book will assist the deeper understanding between our 
nations . It will be a new bridge for cultural and intellectual exchange between Bulgaria and the USA 
Up to now Gabrovo Municipality has cooperated successfully with USAID on a number of projects : 

*LGI - training program “A System for Evaluating Municipal Employees” 
*A project for equipment of Local Waste Water Treatment Station. 
*Several municipal employees visited US for training seminars.
*USAID - a small grants program - two - year project for establishing Youth 

Cultural Center .
*”Citizen Participation in Local Govrenment - Research trangle institute. 

In Gabrovo was iestablished a Bulgarian-American “Business Center” for supporting Small and 
medium Enterprices with the help of several volontiers from the Peace Corps.
On case you grant your copyright as soon as possible, we hope to issue the book in late summer and 
we dare invite you to come to Gabrovo, Bulgaria for the promotion of your book. The dates could 
be fixed as follows:



/

Best wishes to you and your family

of fovo

Mr. Ivan Nen(5v.

Mrs. Emilia Marinova, Director of Youth Cultural Cener

meral ofMrs. Bogdana Sultanova, Secretary, 
“Open Society Club”, Gabrovo

The first Youth Festival “The Youth of the Balkans” initiated by the Municipality was held in 1996 in 
Gabrovo. Gabrovo gathered representatives from all the Balkan countries. The motto of the Festival 
is “The Youth of the Balkans Today - Future for Europe Tomorrow” and its aim is to create better 
climate on the Balkans through the initiative of the children and the young people. In connection 
with this event we seek support from all European countries as well as USA - we all have to choose 
between military solutions and events blazing a trail for a future United Europe.
This year in August we have the second edition of the festival, which will include:

■ a round table for young journalists on the problems of young 
people on the Balkans.

■ a caricature exhibition “Merry Balkans”
■ a variety of folk and entertainment programs, sports events, ets. 

Probably we have to explain why Gabrovo was chosen for this Forum of the Balkan Youth:
First of all, Gabrovo is situated at the geographical center of Bulgaria and has time - proved 
traditions in education, culture and industry. For many centuries the town has developed cross­
boundary exchange in many fields with all Balkan countries.
Gabrovo is situated at the foot of the Balkan Mountain which has given the name to the whole 
peninsula. The House of Humour and Satire was created in Gabrovo 25 years ago. It cooperates 
with more then 160 countries all over the world. Gabrovo is the regional center of the Tourist 
Association “Stara Planina”, a project created with the help of the Swiss Government. The unique 
ethnographical museum in the open “Etara” is situated near Gabrovo. Gabrovo is also proud with 
being the birth-place of the famous artist Christo Javashev, living in New York at present.
We would like to introduce to you briefly the organization “Open Society Club” - Gabrovo a branch 
of the “Open Society Foundation”, Sofia. It was founded in February 1996 by 18 volunteers all of 
them outstanding figures of Gabrovo society. The mission of the Club is to support the cultural 
economic and educational development of the town, promoting the values of the civil society.

lairmatfof City Council

29.05.97
Gabrovo, Bulgaria

Dear Mrs. Clinton,
We hope that you will accept our invitation and that you will understand our modest efforts 
orientated to creating a new society.

/Wf. Nikolai Dachev,



Dear Melanne:

i

With best regards as always.

Yours sincerely.

I

Alyse Nelson/Theresa LoarCC:

I

EMBASSY OFTHE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

SOFIA

Avis T. Bohlen
Ambassador

Ms. Melanne Verveer
Chief of Staff to the First Lady
The White House

I am forwarding to you a letter addressed to Mrs. Clinton 
by the Bulgarian Vital Voices delegation. Inspired by the 
First Lady's visit, they have decided to form their own 
national women's organization, Vital Voices in Bulgaria. 
As you will see from the letter, they wish to invite the 
First Lady to be honorary president of the national group.

February 2, 1999
OFFICE OF THE AMBASSADOR

I don't know if Mrs. Clinton accepts such requests, 
but this is certainly a deserving organization if she does.

P.S. Many people have asked us about the photographs taken 
during Mrs. Clinton's visit. Nothing has arrived so far. I 
tell people the photos take a long time, but would be grateful 
for anything you can do to expedite the process. Also, none of 
the thank you letters that were written for the event have been 
received. Is there anything we can or should be doing?

♦

I have all the founding documents and statutes of the 
organization in Bulgarian. Unless you wish to see them, 
we'll keep them on file here.


