



























































































































































































































































































































































74.

75.

76.

FIGHTING CRIME AND EMPOWERING COMMUNITIES

ABOLISHES COMMITMENT TO PUTTING 100,000 NEW COPS ON THE STREET:

RED

The Republican plan calls for a block grant that would repeal the national commitment
to funding 100,000 new police officers.

President Clinton's Crime Bill is well on the way to placing 100,000 new police officers
on the streets. The Republican plan would bring that program to a halt and not
guarantee a single additional new officer on America's streets.

ES THE EFFECTIVENE F THE VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN T:

The Republican budget reduces funding for domestic violence prevention and
intervention programs by $22 million from the President's budget, including zeroing out
grants for women's shelters and grants to reduce sexual abuse of runaway and homeless
youth.

BOLISHES NEW MMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BANK PROGRAM T
LEVERAGE PRIVATE SECTOR INVESTMENT IN DISTRESSED MMUNITIES:

The Republican budget eliminates the Community Development Financial Institutions
program which was created to bring credit and giowtl: to distressed commuaities by
promoting the formation and expansion of community development financial
institutions.

Community development financial institutions provide credit, capital, equity, and
technical assistance to thousands of promising small businesses, economic development

projects, and new homeowners in distressed communities in urban and rural America.

The Treasury Department estimates that each dollar of federal money generates $10 in
new development activity, creating jobs and economic growth.

48



77. SLASHES FUNDING TO DEMOLISH SEVERELY DISTRESSED HOUSING
BBQEQI&JEQBARDIZES-ENEQBCEMENI_QE FAIR. HQUS_NQ LA_S, AND

The Republican budget cuts nearly in half the President's request for funding to reform
public housing and revitalize communities by demolishing the most severely distressed
housing.

The Republican budget transfers HUD's responsibilities for enforcing the Fair Housing
Act to the Department of Justice, jeopardizing civil rights enforcement and needlessly
wasting funds and time.

The Republican budget repeals the McKinney Act requirement that organizations

serving the homeless be given priority in acquiring surplus Federal property for use in
providing shelter, job training, meals, medical care, and other support to the homeless.
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FARMING / AGRICULTURE

78. TH VATI FIT HIEVED THE
CONSERVATION RESERVE PROGRAM:

The Conservation Reserve Program is designed to achieve long-term conservation
benefits by authorizing long-term contracts with farmers to keep environmentally
sensitive land out of production..

The Republican budget would allow producers to withdraw from 10- to 15-year
Conservation Reserve Program contracts -- which were entered into voluntarily -- by
simply giving USDA 60-days notice.

The main purpose of the CRP is to achieve long-term conservation benefits, This self-
declared withdrawal process completely undermines that concept. It also invalidates
the whole concept of a long-term contract between the public and the farmer.

Currently, only the Secretary of Agriculture has the authority to grant such "early outs."
He continues to use that authority judiciously to ensure that only those lands that truly
belong in the CRP remain there. But a standing provision that allows contract holders
to withdraw whenever they want and at no cost is bad public policy and should not
become law.
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79. PREVENT R R T PERM T T DER

T WETLANDS R RVE PR M:

C The Republican budget would prevent permanent easements under the Wetlands Reserve
Program.

. Right now this important -- and completely voluntary -- wetlands restoration program

relies on 30-year or permanent easements. The response to the program from farmers
has been overwhelming: for every acre USDA has agreed to fund, farmers have offered
seven.

2 Moreover, from the standpoint of protecting the interests of the American taxpayer,
permanent easements offer the government the best value -- taxpayers only have to pay
for wetlands protection once.

. The Republican budget would federally mandate the exclusive use of 15-year contracts
or easements. This would require repeated renewals and additional costs to achieve
permanent protection. The bill does not make sense -- either to farmers, who like the
current program, or to taxpayers, who want the most for their money.

. The President also opposes the bill's prohibition on permanent easements and its
exclusive reliance on 15-year easements for wetlands preservation. We believe that far
sounder public policy would be to give farmers choices for protecting wetlands --
ranging from cost-share assistance to long-term and permanent easements.

80. HREDS TH RM ET TB TTI THE LINK BETWEE
DITY PAYMENT D FAR NDITI :

. The Republican budget slashes the farm safety net. In contrast to the present system,
which provides assistance to farmers only during periods of low prices, the Republican
budget provides a fixed payment to producers during good years and bad -- and then
eliminates this critical safety net for American farmers altogether.

. Fixed payments do not respond to changing market conditions. By cutting the link
between farm payments and market prices, the Republican budget leads to undesirable
results. Producers could receive windfall profits in good years when prices are high,
while family farmers' incomes would not be protected when prices are low.

. Fixed payments can mean producers get unnecessarily large amounts of money when

market prices -- and profits -- are very high. This invites public criticism of all farm
programs when budgets are tight..
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81. CROP INSURANCE:

. Last year's crop insurance reform produced a program that is cost-effective and reliable
for both producers and taxpayers. The reform linked insurance benefits to farm
program participation in order to insure maximum producer participation.

. Now Congress wants to disrupt this program by eliminating the link between farm
program benefits and insurance. If this happens, farmers who do not see the advantage
of signing up for crop insurance will be financially vulnerable when disaster strikes.

. This will undoubtedly lead to producers asking Congress and taxpayers for crop disaster
assistance money. It is bad public policy to ask taxpayers to pay for two programs
designed for crop losses -- the crop insurance program and disaster assistance.

82. T P EM RAM:

. The bill cuts funding for the Export Enhancement Program (EEP) to levels well below
those agreed to with our trading partners.

. EEP is designed to counteract the unfair pricing practices of trading competitors.
. EEP funding in FY 1996 is set at just $350 million, $633 million less than the level

permitted under the Uruguay Round Agreement in 1994. Should our producers need the
EEP in future years, lack of funding could hinder U.S. farm export efforts.
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