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for independent counsel

Republicans renewed their call Sunday for Attorney
General Janet Reno to seek an independent counsel o in-
vestigate Democratic fund-raising abuses.

Senate Judiciary Chairman COrrin
Hatch. R-Utah, told Fox News that
fund-raising calls by President Clin-
ton and Vice President Gore from
their White House offices are *“not
the important isste,” but that an out-
side counsel needs to look into wheth-
er there was foreign influence in the
presidential election and whether the
Clinton administration violated cam-
paign laws and peddled influence for
campaign donations.

Reno must decide by Tuesday
whether to seek an independent
counsel on the phone calls issue, and
on an accusation that then-Energy Secretary Hazel O’Leary
sought a $25,000 charitable contribution in exchange for a
meeting with Chinese businessmen.

A Justice Department task force reportedly is recom-
mending against a special counsel. Reno was reviewing the
investigations Sunday and had not reached any decisions, a
spokesman said. Also Sunday:

» Time says FBI Director Louis Freeh fears that ending
the phone calls probe will hurt agents’ ability to pursue
more serious issues about Clinton-Gore fund-raising, and
that the basic question of whether there was an overarching
scandal to viclate campaign laws might go unresclved.

» Gore told The New Yorker he made “a very big mis-
take™ in holding a press conference last March to defend his
fund-raising phone calls. “I wanted to make a clean breast
of it and tell everything I did, and why, even at the risk of
making some mistakes,” Gore said. — Gary Fields

‘HERITAGE’ RIVERS: The Rio Grande in southern

New Mexico won't be one of the first 10 “American Heri-
tage" rivers to be designated next year for environmental
projects and economic development. Rep. Joe Skeen, R-
N.M.. said the Council on Environmental Quality, which ad-
vises President Clinton, told him the river won't be named
to the project over his objections. Skeen objects because he
says designating the Rio Grande as a heritage river could
effect water rights, which are vital to agriculture. Other op-
ponents say the rivers initiative, which Clinton unveiled last
year. is another federal intrusion into private property
rights. But Kevin Bixby of the Southwest Environmental
Center in Las Cruces, N.M., says the Rio Grande was a good
candidate for the voluntary program. “It's hard to imagine
a river with more combined cultural, historical, ecological
and economic importance in the country,” Bixby says. “It is
one of the longest rivers in the country. It was the focal
point of human habitation in the Southwest.”

U.S.-BRITISH POLITICS: Hillary Rodham Clinton, in

England last month, had a private meeting with Prime Min-
ister Tony Blair and his advisers to discuss ways to develop
policies that are a model for other center-left parties
around the world, Time reports. It said a central assump-
tion was that both the Democratic Party and the Labor Par-
ty must shed their image of big-spending liberalism. Among
those with Clinton at the meeting at Chequers, the prime
minister's countrv retreat, were HUD Secretary Andrew
Cuomo, budget director Franklin Raines and Democratic
Leadership Council President Al From.

Hatch: More than
fund-raising calls
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VISA DISPUTE: sen. Alfonse D'Amato, R-N.Y., is trying
to help 28 Polish flight attendants who were granted U.S.
visas but now have been ordered deported. The Immigra-
tion and Naturalization Service issued the visas at the re-
quest of Delta Air Lines, which closed its Warsaw office last
summer. Several weeks ago, INS said the visas were a mis-
take. and the workers had until Dec. 5 to leave or be deport-
ed. “You cannot simply open the door to people. induce
them to give up everything abroad, come here. and then
say, ‘No, we made a mistake,” " D’Amato says.

U.S.-AFRICA TIES: civil rights
leader Jesse Jackson is due in Nairo-
bi today, the first stop on his first mis-
sion since President Clinton named
him special envoy for encouraging
democracy in Africa. “The United
States and Africa are entering a new
era,” Jackson said on the eve of his
departure for Kenya and Zambia,

officials, opposition leaders and reli-
gious figures. For the United States,
Jackson said, increased trade “repre-
sents economic growth and expan-
sion. For Africa, it represents development.” He said he will
emphasize that “democracy. human rights and a free press
are the predicates™ to more U.S. trade and investment.

ALSO...

» RADIO TALKS: President Clinton used his Saturday
radio address to push for expansion of his AmeriCorps na-
tional service program for another five years. More than
100,000 have enrolled in the program, which rewards vol-
unteers with a $4,725 grant for education. Republicans. in
their address by Sen. John Chafee of Rhode Island, urged
people to adopt abused or neglected children.

» CLINTON HOLIDAY: President Clinton, with his wife
and daughter, spent Thanksgiving at Camp David, the presi-
dential retreat in the Maryland mountains. He played golf
Saturday for the third day in a row.

Jackson: On a
mission for Clinton

Census will try ‘sampling’ next year

The Census Bureau is moving ahead with plans for three
trial runs next year, but there's still uncertainty over what
methods Congress will allow. At stake is the once-in-a-dec-
ade count that will determine how many members of Con-
gress and federal funds are apportioned to each state.

Republicans agreed to allow con-
tinued plans to use statistical esti-
mates known as “sampling” in an
April test run in Sacramento. But tra-
ditional methods of direct counting
must be used in a trial in Columbia,
S.C. The trial run of sampling at the
Menominee Indian Reservation in
Wisconsin will go off as planned. ¢

Proponents of sampling to esti
mate the number and characteristics
of people who might be missed say
the methods are valid and will make
for a more accurate count. Oppo-
nents say the Constitution requires an
actual headcount, and the Clinton administration can’t be
trusted not to manipulate estimates to aid Democrats.

Rep. Dan Miller, R-Fla., chairman of a new House sub-
committee overseeingthe Census, plans hearings early next
year on whether the oversight board can ensure that sam-
pling will be impartial. Miller holds a doctoral degree with a
minor in statistics. He told fellow lawmakers that it is easy
to lie with statistics.

Miller: Easy to lie
with statistics
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