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Reguest For Appointment With FLOTUS

September 1, 1995
From: Ms. Margit Savovich
Federal Minister for Human Rights & Minorities of
the Republic of Yugoslavia

Contact: Ms. Ljiljana Nikshich
Embassy of Republic of Yuguslavia
tel. 532-3516; 532-3016

Other Details: No press or photographs requested. Ms.
Savovich has official instructions to meet the First Lady to
pass a message. Only Ms. Savovich knows the substance of the
meeting. Ms. Savovich also serves in Yugoslavia as President
of UNICEF and President of the Commission for Advancement Of
Women In Yugoslavia. Ms. Nikshich offers to meet with USG
personnel to discuss further the possibility of a meeting.
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press release
IRENE M, SANTIAGO. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF NGO FORUM ON WOMEN ‘95

irene M. Santiago is the Executive Director of NGO Forum on Women ‘95,
the parallel program by non-governmental organizations for the 1985 Fourth
World Conference on Women. Ms. Santiago will oversee preparations for the
Forum in Beijing, an event to be attended by about 30,000 women from all over
the world. She will also coordinate regional and global activities by NGOs
directed at influencing the Platform for Action, the official document of the United
Nations conference.

Ms. Santiago has had extensive experience with NGOs, women's
organizations and networks. Starting as a grassroots organizer and political
activist in southern Philippines, she worked with national and international
NGOs, and was active as a founding member of many of these. She was co-
founder of PILIPINA, a nation-wide organization that was one of the pioneers in
the Philippine women's movement. NGOs she helped to start include Kahayag
Foundation in Davac City, Philippines, the International Baby Food Action
Network (IBFAN), BUNSO, the Asian Women's Research and Action Network
(AWRAN), BATAS, PILIPINA Legal Resources Center, Asian and Pacific Forum
on Women, Law and Development (APWLD), International Women's
Development Agency (IWDA), and GROOTS, a network of grassroots women.
Most recently, she co-founded the Center for Asia/Pacific Women in Politics of
which she is the current President. In 1985, Ms. Santiago organized the Asian
Women's Conference, one of the regional preparatory activities for the end-of-

the-decade forum in Nairobi. She was aiso the focal point for Asia/Pacific for
NGO Forum ‘85.

ngo forum on women beijing 95

Ms. Santiago holds a master's degree in joumalism from Columbia
University where she was a Fulbright/Smith-Mundt scholar. For the past five
years, she worked with the United Nations Development Fund for Women
(UNIFEM) as Chief of the Asia/Pacific Section. In this capacity, she was
responsible for formulating UNIFEM's strategies to provide direct support to
innovative and experimental projects and to act as a cataiyst to mainstream
women in development. Among her successful initiatives was a program to
strengthen the capacity of NGOs and women's groups to work a UN conference
effectively. Ms. Santiago has been in the forefront of initiatives to promote more
women in politics and decision-making through training and networking.
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SUBJECT:  BIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION ON KHUNYING SUPATRA
MASDIT, CONVENOR OF THE NGO FORUM PLANNING CONMITTEE,
WORLD CONFERENCE ON WOMEN

REF: 84 BANGKOK 27262

1. KHUNYING (A ROYALLY-BESTOWED TITLE ROUGHLY EQUIVALENT
T0 "LADY") SUPATRA MASDIT IS THE CONVENOR OF THE NGO FORUM
PLANNING COMMITTEE IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE FOURTH WORLD

CONFERENCE ON WOMEN: WHICH WILL BE HELD IN SEPTEMBER 1335

IN BEIJING. KHUNYING SUPATRA SERVED AS DEMOCRAT PARTY WP
FROM NAKHON S| THAMMARAT FROM 1979 T0 1992. DESPITE HER
GREAT POPULARITY, SHE DECIDED NOT TO CONTEST FOR HER SEAT
IN THE SEPTEMBER 1992 ELECTION IN DRDER TO DEVOTE HERSELF
FULL-TIME TO A NONPROFIT FOUNDATION SHE ESTABLISHED T0
ENCOURAGE MORE ASIAN WOMEN TO ENTER THE REGION'S
MALE-DOMINATED POLITICS.

2. PRIOR TO ENTERING TNE POLITICAL ARENA, KRUNYING
SUPATRA WAS A LECTURER FIRST AT KASETSART UNIVERSITY
FACULTY OF EDUCATION) AND THEN THAMNASAT UNIVERSITY:
WHERE SHE TAUGHT INTEGRATED RURAL DEVELOPHENT. IN 1979,
AFTER HER MP FATHER SUDDENLY FELL ILL, SUPATRA STOOD FOR
ELECTION TO PARL IAMENT FROM HIS DISTRICT UNDER THE OP
BANNER.  SHE BECAME THE YOUNGEST PERSON AT THAT TIME EVER
ELECTED TO THATLAND'S PARLIAMENT.  SHE WAS DEPUTY |
SPOKESWOMAN FOR THE DEMOCRAT PARTY 1981 TO 1986, AND A
HEMBER OF THE HOUSE FOREIGN AFFAIRS COMMITTEE FROM 1983 T0
1986. FROM 1986 TO 1988, SHE SERVED CONCURRENTLY AS
SPOKESWOMAN FOR THE DEMOCRAT PARTY AND CHAIRPERSON OF THE
COMMITTEE ON HOUSE AFFAIRS. IN 1988, SHE WAS APPOINTED
MINISTER ATTACHED TO THE PRINE MINISTER'S OFFICE, WITH
RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE PUBLIG RELATIONS DEPARTMENT AND THE
NATIONAL EDUCATION COMMISSION. KHUNYING SUPATRA WAS
INSTRUMENTAL IN 1989 IN CREATING THE OFF[CE OF THE
NATIONAL COMMISSION ON WOMEN’S AFFAIRS, AN ORGANIZATiON
ATTACHED TO THE PRINE MINISTER'S OFFICE THAT SEEKS 10
IMNPROVE THE STATUS OF WOMEN IN THAILAND.

3. IN HER PRESENT POSITON OF CONVENOR OF THE NGO FORUM
PLANNING COMMITTEE, SUPATRA HAS DEVELOPED CONTACTS

THROUGHDUT THE WORLD. SHE HAS ATTENDED A NUMBER OF UN
CONFERENCES, INCLUDING THE WDRLD CONFERENCE ON POPULATIOK
AND THE RECENTLY CONCLUDED WORLD SUMMIT ON SOCIAL
DEVELOPMENT -~ THE LATTER AS A MEMBER OF THE THAI
DECECATION. WITNIN THAILAND, THIS EXPOSURE NAS BURNISHED
HER CREDENTIALS. MANY OBSERVERS THINK THAT SHE COULD
BECOME THAILAND'S FIRST FEMALE PRINE MINISTER. STILL

BAKGKO 89874 88 OF 82 2784567 SHBIES
HIGHLY POPULAR, HER SUPPORTERS, PARTICULARLY WOMEN, AWAIT
HER RETURN TO POLITICS AFTER COMPLETION OF HER UN
RESPONSIBIL ITIES. ALTHOUGH SOME NAVE URGED HER TO
ESTABLISH A “WOMEN’S PARTY,® KHUNYING SUPATRA FIRMLY
BELIEVES THE WAY TO ADVANCE WOMEN'S INTERESTS IS TO MAKE
THEM THE CONCERN OF EVERY MEMBER OF SOCIETY. KHUNYING
SUPATRA RETAINS HER TIES TO THE DEMOCRAT PAR1Y: AAD Ik
RECENT WEEKS HAS, AS TIME ALLOWED, WORKED WITH THE PARTY'S
SENIOR LEADERSHIP. SHE KELPED DRAFT PRIME MINISTER
CHUAN‘S SPEECH FOR THE COPENHAGEN SUMMIT.

4. KHUNYING SUPATRA WAS BORN ON (b)(6)

(b)(6) IN SOUTHERN THAILAND. ~HER FATHER:
IN ADDITION TO BEING A LONGTIME DEMOCRAT PARTY MEMBER OF
PARL |AMENT, ALSO SERVED AS A CABINET MINISTER AND DEPUTY
LEADER OF THE DP. SHE WAS GRADUATED FROM CHULALOWGKORN
UNIVERSITY WITH A BA CIONORS) [N COMMUNICATION ARTS N
1971, SHE RECEIVED HER MA FROM THE EAST-WEST CENTER IN
NAWALI IN 1378, ALSO IN COMMUNICATIONS. SHE WAS A HARVARO
FELLOW AT TNE CENTER FOR INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS AT HARVARD
UNIVERSITY 1993-4.

coo )

5. SINCE 1984, KHUNYING SUPATO2 wa< REEN MARRIEN TD MAJOR
GENERAL PATHOMPONG KESORNSUK (b)(B)

(b)(6) N AIDE TO DEFENSE
MINISTER VICHIT SOOKMARD. THEY HAVE NO CHILDREN. ~SHE
RECEIVED HER TITLE OF KHUNYING FROM THE KIKG IN 1989.
KHUNYING SUPATRA SPEAKS EXCELLENT ENGLISH AND HAS LONG
BEEN A VALUED EMBASSY CONTACT. SHE HAS TRAVELLED ABROAD

EXTENSIVELY: SHE WAS AN INTERNATIONAL VISITOR PRDGRAM
GRANTEE IN 1983, AND IN 1382 VISITED THE U.S. ON THE USIA
VOLUNTARY VISITOR PROGRAN.

6. THIS REPORT FULFILLS A REPORTING PLAN REQUIREMENT.
LAMBERTSON
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GOVERNMENT CORFERENCES

These are composed of official delegations representing U.N.
member states. Delegates represent their government's
interests, and speak for their governments, not as
individuals. All nations come together as equals. All have a
voice, and all have an equal vote.

Preparations: The U.N. establishes the purpose, themes,
date and location of the conference. The U.N. Secretary
General appoints a conference secretary general who handles
administration, logistics, relations with host government,
and substantive concerns of the conference.

A preparatory committee (PrepCom) 1is selected (such as
the Human Rights Commission, the U.N. Commission on the
Status of Women, etc.) to prepare the conference agenda
and develop a proposed conference document. It also
establishes guidelines for the role of NGOs in the
conference -- their access to the formal conference and the
general rules for the separate NGO Forum. Often, U.N.
regional preparatory meetings and regional NGO forums are
held preceding the world conference.

Nations select their own delegates to the conference. The
selection is made by foreign ministries and heads of
government. Countries sometimes hold national meetings to
discuss the conference agenda and that nation's priorities
and input to the conference document.

At the world conference governments exchange views on the
subject matter and a document is discussed and adopted —- a
plan or program of action —-- that generally represents global
consensus on the subject matter of the conference.

During the world conference, drafting committees are often
established to work out the final version of the document.
Delegates from each nation participate in committee sessions.
Negotiations on the conference document and on resolutions can
be influenced by individual delegates or by relationships
between delegates who are experts on the subject or advocates
for a particular point of view. Regional groups frequently
caucus to discuss and compromise issues.

On the final vote on acceptance or rejection of the document
each nation has one vote and usually is instructed from their
capital on how to vote. By their vote, sometimes made with
specified reservations, countries commit themselves to goals,
standards of behavior, and actions. The conference document
and resolutions may suggest new international institutions or
other ways and means of dealing with the issue.



FOLLOW-UP

The conference document is distributed worldwide by the U.N.
The document and any resolutions adopted at the conference are
taken up at the U.N. General Assembly or by U.N. specialized
agencies for action. The document, media attention and overall
public awareness serve to change world public opinion; educate
or inform the public. The document itself can serve
individuals and organizations as an organizing and leveraging
tool to use with governments, other institutions and
international organizations.

NGO FORUMS

The RGO Forum is usually open to anyone interested in
attending. (More commonly described as private non-profit or
voluntary organizations in the United States, NGOs are
non-governmental organizations.) The Forum is intended to
provide a structured meeting place for persons and groups
interested in the subject matter of the government conference.
They are occasions for like-minded individuals as well as
adversaries to come together.

PREPARATIONS

The Committee of Non-Governmental Organizations with U.N.
consultative status (CONGO) establishes a forum planning
committee made up of volunteers from organizations with
consultative status and, usually, other NGOs with an interest
or competence in the subject matter involved.

The planning committee, with its coordinator or director,
obtains a site, sets the date, establishes a forum
newspaper and handles logistics. It raises funds to cover
forum expenses (not including funding of workshops,
seminars, exhibits, etc.), sets the program based on
submissions from interested groups; organizes briefings;
and produces a printed programs.

Interested groups and individuals (NGOs) fill out the
program. They organize workshops, seminars, and other
events and apply to the coordinator for a time and space.
Some groups hold a series of workshops; most just one.
NGOs must finance their own events and participation.

The forum takes no official action. It is primarily an
intense consciousness-raising session, spirited debate,
information exchange, networking and organizing opportunity.

Nevertheless, while there is no formal interchange between the
forum and the delegations to the government conference, the two
events can and do influence each other. The conference
document, while drafted and debated in advance, is a working
document that may amended. NGO members often lobby conference
delegates and can influence the final outcome.
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NGOs: They’re everywhere;

but what are they

-
[)

K

By CAROLE COLLINS
Deplomatic Correspondent

Since its founding 50 years ago, the
United Nations has largely been a club
of governments. A club largely domi-
nated by a few “big boys® from the cap-
italist, industrialized North — the Unit-
ed States, Britain and France.

But the rapid growth of global civil
society — widely credited with ending
the Cold War and lighting a brushfire
of democratization across Africa — has
begun to change the form, functioning
and now the gender balance of this multi-
national country club.

It has also secured a new actor on the
international diplomatic stage to sup-
plement governments: the nongovern-
mental organization, or NGO. (In the
United States, NGOs are generally referred
to as “private voluntary organizations,”
or PVOs.)

A decade ago, NGOs were fairly
marginal to major international diplo-
macy. Today, NGO participation in inter-
governmental negotiations has been
mainstreamed. Even multilateral devel-
opment banks like the World Bank, des-
perate to shore up their shrinking legit-
imacy among the public, have turned to
soliciting NGO input on their policies
and programs.

As U.N. Secretary-General Boutros
Boutros-Ghali and other U.N. ofTicials
have noted, the involvement of NGOs in
making decisions on the environment,
sustainable development, human rights
and women has increased the legitima-
¢y and transparency of intergovernmental
deliberations.

But it has made UN. decision-mak-
ing much more complex. It also has high-
lighted a dilemma of democracy at the
United Nations — its continued domi-
nation by the “big boys” and inclusion of
oft-repressive governments, as UN. mem-
bers, in deciding international policies
of vital importance to grassroots people.

Of PINGOs and BNGOs

What exactly is this exotic-sounding
entity known as an NGO?

NGOs come in all sizes, shapes, ide-
ologies, nationalities, organizing struc-
tures and styles. Some focus on nothing
but local issues. Others, like the Feder-
ation of African Voluntary Development

Organizations, span whole continents.

Still others, like the 50 Years Is Enough!

campaign to reform the World Bank,

span the globe Their very diversity
reflects the increasing difTerentiation of )
civil society around the world.

They encompass everything from char-
ities and relief agencies, such as Oxfam '
and Caritas, to political parties; think
tanks and academic centers to commu-
nity organizations; cultural associations
to continent-wide farmers’ networks;
women's groups to environmental fed-
erations; social movements to human
rights and religious groups. :

Some NGOs provide expertise on spe-
dfic issues that governments or the Unit-
ed Nations lack. Others represent sig-
nificant constituendes with a direct stake
in the outcome of U.N. decisions.

Still others are little more than
entrepreneurial in nature. Taking advan-
tage of the current emphasis on priva-
tization of governrment services and func-
tiona, they are cashing in on the aedibility
that NGOs often have as ostensible expres-
sions of civil society.

Some transnational corporations,
whose powers and resources often exceed .
those of governments, have taken to try-
ing to portray themselves as NGOs, as .
some tobacm company donors did recent-
ly at a UNICEF meeting. Such “BNGOs"
— business NGOs — have outraged
activists who feel the not-for-profit nature
of “PINGOs” — public interest NGOs —
is essential to their credibility.

Even governnents, eager for the cachet
of greater popular legitimacy sometimes |
lent by NGO status, have taken to por-
traying some of their agencies or pro-
Jjects as NGOs During the Rio earth sum-
mit, activists denounced the Brazilian |
government for including several gov-
eruament-owned corporations in the NGO |
Forum, the series of NGO workshops
and panels paralleling the official U.N.
conference.

Governments have sometimes insist- .
ed that NGOs be organized in govern-
ment- or ruling-party-approved federa-
tions, the better to control their activities :
and membership. But such supposed
“NGOs” lack the legmmacy of authen-
tically civil — that is, nongovernmental '
— gociety.

This surfaced as an issue at a recent
meeting for NGOs organized by the All
China Women's Federation, official host
for the NGO Forum in Beijing. Federa-
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tion statements that suggested they had
been approved by the Chinese govern-
ment raised activists’ concerns that the
acoess and freedoms NGOs have enjoyed
at recent U.N. summits might not be
allowed in Beijing.

NGOs are not immune from their own
divisions. NGOs from the industrialized
North have long dominated international
NGO activities and presence at the Unit-
ed Nations. On May 8, the Group of 77,
or G-77, a UN. caucus of about 135 devel-
oping countries, issued a statement call-
ing for better balance between North
and South as well as national and inter-
national NGOs.

Evolving relationship

International agreements and treaties
were traditionally the fruit of protract-
ed negotiations among U.N. member
nation-states, from which the public was
largely excluded.

But transnational institutions such
as the Intemational Monetary Fund have
effectively stripped away some elements
of national sovereignty, such as setting
exchange rates for the national curren-
¢y. Globalization of information, tech-
nology and epnomies have further under-
mined the power and relevance of national
governments’ decision-making.

Many nation-states have fragment-
ed into micrastates during the past decade
as a result of ethnic and religious con-
flicts. When such conflicts shatter or
delegitimize governments in countries
like Somalia, Rwanda and Yugoslavia,
the United Nations has often been left
to pick up the pieces. A key ally in this
process may be NGOs. .

As a recent issue of the Earth Nego-
Giations Bulletin argues, receat debates
oo accreditation and access at the Bei-
jing PrepComm reflected “the U.N.'s
evolving role as the facilitator of an
unprecedented dialogue involving the
representativesof sovereign states and
gobal civil society.”

“Since (the) Nairobi (UN. Conference
on Women in 1985)," it saya, “women
have been in the vanguard of this promis-
ing but difficult marriage of an essen-
tially American model of democratic lob-
bying and a farurn with a built-in demoratic
deficit” reflecting current global-power
relations.

The marriage has sometimes been

difficult. “There’s resistance to having

NGOs in the negotiating sessions,” for-
mer Congresswoman Bella Abzug told
NCR, “because some fear them as the
growing voice of civil society.” And sin-
gle-issue NGOs often have little under-
standing of the role governments play
in balancing or reconciling civil society’s
often competing priorities and interests.

New challenges

On May 8, the United Nations con-
vened a weeklorg meeting to better define
its relationship to NGOs. It hopes to
replace the series of ad hoc arrangements
that have hitherto governed NGO accred-
itation and access to U.N. meetings with
a formally agreed upon process.

The meeting is trying to “catch up
with how the world has really changed,
to make the rules catch up with reali-
ty,” said a U.N. staffer who works exten-
sively with NGOs. Governments real-
ized that many NGOs had contributed
greatly to the earth summit and other
meetings but were barred from follow-
up because they lacked formal consul-
tative status with the United Nations.

Acxreditation rules were last reviewed
in 1968, at the height of the Cold War,
when most NGOs were based in the
North. Since then, the number of NGOs
from developing countries has explod-

Most NGOs active at the United
Nations have been accredited until now
through the Economic and Social Coun-
cil, and are largely excluded from delib-
erations by other parts of the United
Nations. In its May 8 statement, the G-
77 called for NGOz to have access to and
provide input into all parts of the Unit-
ed Nations, including those bodies deal-
ing with finance, trade, disarmament,
law and humanitarian intervention.

Perhaps the most challenging aspect
of NGOs' more prominent role in inter-
national diplomacy is the potential they
hold for building binding commitments
among governments from below, rather
than through political elites at the top.

Fr. Jim Hugg, head of the Washing-
ton-based Center of Concern, noted recent-
ly that NGOs in many ways form “unique
experiments in global democracy focused
on issues, not elections.”

As such, they may have a lot to teach
both the United Nations and its mem-
ber governments. @l
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Kl:unying Supatra Masdit
Convenor, NGC Forum on Women
211 E. 43rd Stxeet, Suite 1500
New York, NY 10017, USA
Phone: (212) 922-9267

Fax: (212} 922-9269

Irene M. Santiago

Executive Director, NGO Forum on Women
211 E. 43cd Street, Suite 1500

New York, NY 10017, USA

Phone: (212) 922-9267

Fax: (212) 922-9269

Afaf Mahfouz

CONGO

5165 King Chadles Way
Bethesda, MD 20814, USA
Phone: (301) 530-5231
Fax: (301) 530-1760

Rosalind Harris

Immediate Past President, CONGO (ex oficio)
777 UN Plaza, 8th Floor

New Yozk, NY 10017, USA

Phone: (212) 986-8357

Fax: (212) 986-0821

Virginia Hazzard

Coordiastor, NGO Forum ‘85
American Association of Retired Persons
926 Bloomfield Avenue, #7]

Glen Ridge, NJ 07028, USA

Phone: (201) 743-3504

Fax: (201) 743-8380

P.06

NGO Forum on Women ‘95
Pacilita’cing Committee

AFRICA
Njoki Wainaina®
Akican Wormen's Development &
Communications Network (FEMNET)
P.QC. Box 54562
Naiml:i, Kenya
Phone: (254) 274-1301
Fax: (524) 274.2927

Soukerna Ndiaye Ba®

Reseau Jes Ferumes Africaines pour le
Developpement et la Commurication
Sicap Amitie, 3 Avenue Bourguiba
Villa No. 4336, B.P. 3921

Dakar, Senegal

Phone: (221) 230-058

Fax: (221) 254-287

ASIA & THE PACIFIC

Swmalee Chartikavanij*

Pan Pacific/S.E. Asia Women's
Association International

2234 New Petchburi Road
Bangkok 10310, Thailand
Phore: (662) 3144316

Fax: (662) 718-0372

Salamo Fulivai®

Director, Pacific YWCA or:

77 Domain Road P.O. Box 3940
Suva, Fiji Island Samabula, Fiji Island
Phoze: (679) 301-352

Fax: (679) 301-222

(See reverse.)
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Foro de ONG sobre la Mujer  Forum des ONG sur les Fernmes
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Send a Sister Grantees

As part of its organizing efforts. the NGO Forum established a travel scholarship
program entitled “Send a Sister to Beijing.” Through grassroots fundraising
campaigns and some small foundation grants, the Forum and its supporters
have raised enough money to send 50 Sisters to Beijing. Ten outstanding
women activists and community leaders from each of the five regions were
selected for travel scholarships to the NGO Forum. These 50 Sisters bear
testimony to the power of wemen’s leadership around the warld.

partial list of grantees:

Brenda Gopeesingh, Hindu Women’s Organization, Trinidad & Tobago
Maria Luisa Currchic, Counsel of Mayan Wemen, Guatemala

Paulina Cavada, Disabled People's Intemational, Chile

Sophia Vue-Lo, Hmong Women of Minnessota, U.S.A.

Njevez Hernandez, Association of Gypsy Women, Spain

Susana Tratnik, LL (lesbian activist group), Slovania

Harriet Busingye, Federation of Women Lawyers, Uganda

Monica Fleuringe Juliette, ANSE Etole Women’'s Group, Seychelles
Mirriam Moleleki, '‘Masikhule’ Women's Development, South Africa
Shahira Akter, Agriculture Working People's Association, Bangladesh
Koy Veth, Women's Voice Center, Cambodia

Ramani Devika Fernando, Kantha Handa, Sri Lanka

Soheir Gilbana, Young Moslem Women Saciety, Egypt

Swasan Farouk Maknay, Genera! Federation of Jordanian Women, Jordan

Tha NCO Forum on Wamen is the cHiual organizes at the parallel nen-gevemmental forum to the UN Fowth Wond Conference oh Wamen.
211 East 43rC Street, Suite 1500 New York, NY 10017 Tel 212 922-9267/9268  FPax 212 §22-9369  Email ngoforum95®ige.anc.org

&
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NGO Forum on Women, Beijing ‘95
Program of Plenaries

The NGO Forum on Women in Beijing and the Fourth Worid Conference on

E‘;g‘vfn‘m’““"” Women are being convened at a time of powerful and irreversibie global
, changes. Globalizing forces are converging and realigning. New directions are
S P being charted for the future of humanity as a whole. The impact of these

changes on women and the larger human community raises serious
challenges. It is urgent that altemative visions of development are articulated
and acted upon if we are to ensure the very survival of humanity.

As women prepare for the Forum and the Conierence, we must struggle to
maintain gains made over the recent decades as there are serious attempts to
roll back the advances women have made at the national and intemational
levels. It is imperative that women use this opportunity to reflect on the impact of
these global forces and to consolidate our action and advocacy strategies not

only to maintain gains, but to move women's, if not humankind's, development
agenda forward.

The NGO Forum on Women in Beijing provides an historic oppcrtunity for
women from around the world to present the global community with a vision for

the 21st century; one that is human centred and informed by looking at the
world through women’s eyes.

The Program of Plenaries will be the site of the Agenda Setting for the global
movement of women. The Plenaries will critically analyze the current global
forces, examine women's responses and provide the impetus for women'’s
action plans for the 21st century.

The broad objectives of the Program of Plenaries are to:

e provide a coherent focus to the Forum;

» provide space for critical reflection on the giobal forces that are having a deep
impact on the human community;

» evaluate strategies and mechanisms developed;

* encourage the formulation of actions to respond to these global forces; and
* project women as a political force in the world.

The NGO Porum ot Women (3 the afficial organizer of the paniie! non-governmental forum to the UN Fouwth Wend Comference on Women.
211 East 43rd Street, Suite 1500 New York, NY 10017 Tel 212 922-5267/9268 Fax 212 922-9269 Email ngotorumSs @.gc.apc.org
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An Apple a Day

By Scona Smiles

To Karen Quek it is “empower- .. -

ing women"”. To Alex Le it is -

“promoting world peace”. To
Brad Zaller jt is “working to-

“gether”. To Robin Abrams it is *

promoting the idea to the com-,
pany and organizingit, .

out, sisters!

- Apple Macintosh is the powcr,'
.behind_the. NGO Pourm for

Women 495 communications.
It1s an effort which began
many months ago and has cul-,

-minated in a team of 80 Apple

volunteers and five staff from
throughout the organization be-

‘ing in Huairou. Along with 240

computers, 25 printers, and in-
numerable picces of equipment.

The Vice-I'resident of Apple
Asia, Robin Abrams, is the per-

= son who promotcd the: scheme
wnhln the' Apple corporal;on.
“and pul together the team of vol: -
. unteers. They are mostly young -

and all are enlhuslashc, smart,

incrednbly pahent und very, very

~ helpful. .

Brad Zaller, lrom Cupcrtmo,'

X ‘Cahfomlu, the Apple capital of

“:th 1d, ficst got di
.To Forum '95, your. NGO,- e world, fitst gotinvolve n,i

daily, it is gemng the newspaper -

]anuary when he wen} toNew "

- York to install.the first half a =

" dozen computers for the NGO
Fotum Secretariat. . " '

- Networking is what Apple is

nlly good at, explained Karen
Quck.Not just linking clusters of
compulers, but Imkmg dlffumnl
Ibcauons O i

" -This was handy for the secre-
lnnat spread over the 13th and
"15th floor.
" “l'installed software dcsktop
publishing, word-processing,
multi-lingual facilitles and did
general trouble-shooting,” Mr
Zaller said.

""Those cumpurers are on
_/their way here-too — there
should not be many leftin New
York,” he said.’

Or pethaps anywhere else,
. -going by the banks of cmnput-

_ers which began springing to life

In Hualrou dunng the past
lweck

~Most of lhem ‘came by sca

fmm Applein Snngapore, whete

aboul 20 of the volunteers also,

“came from.

'.’:" ‘Apait from the newspaper,
" Apple equipment has been set

up in the Business Centre, the
satellite business centre, and in
* the global network centre of the
Association for Progressive
Communications. These are all
to be found in Bujlding 17,

where the Press Roont s localed. '

““The ain is tosupply supput
aclivities, whether it s
speechwriting, deSktop publish-
ing, or making banners,” Ms

Quek said. “We are trying to be
as flexible as possible; with word
processing, graphics, cameras to
give instant _pictures, and also

. computers which we think are

the kind most participants are

used to. And if Yhey aren’t, then

this is the place to start.”
Downstairs there will be a sec-

* tion for “Exporing Your Poten-

tial” with an eclectic band of
people to help in the exploration.
This was a section for people
who don’t have a deadline to
meet or a mecting to make.,
They can work through all
sorts of exciting electronic ad-
ventures, from writing in Chi-

nese o multi-media comimuanica-

tions and video-conferepcing.
The “eclectic group” who are
now doing their best toempawer
communicators with caln words
of instruction and high-tech ex-
perlise were recruited initially by
e-mail, Sanborn Hodgkins ex-

plained. “We had to list our skills

and experience, our physical fit-
ness for carrying around heavy
equipment, and our languages.
High priority was given to Man-
darin Chinese speakers.”

After the conference, thecom-

puler equipment which is worth
hundreds of thpusands of duol-
lars, will be given to the China
Organising Committee for
woinen+s groups to use.

And if'Apple can helpiit, a lot
of women will be able to-use it.

-

Forum “95 « 3
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GREAT WALL OF CHINA

DATE:
TIME:
LOCATION:
FROM:

L. PURPOSE

Wednesday, September 6
12:15 pm

Great Wall

Brenda Costello

To tour the Great Wall of China, the "Eighth Wonder of the World".

IL. BACKGROUND

Upon arrival, you will be met by 2-3 officials from Great Wall and protocol, and will
proceed to the gondola car for the ascent to the Wall. Doug Waohui, Secretary
General of the Great Wall Association will conduct this 15-20 minute historical tour.
There will also be approximately 6 American children touring with you.

III. PARTICIPANTS
List to be forwarded.
IV. SEQUENCE
SEE TRIP BOOK

V. PRESS

Open Press.
VI. REMARKS

No formal remarks necessary.



08/20/05 13:35 202 647 6820 ) EAP/CM & EAP/RA : ! g ooz

at W f Chi

Stretching 3,300 kilomelers from Jiayuguan in tne West to
Shanhaiguan in the East, the Great ®Wall of China remains as cne
of tnhe most impressive reminders of China's imperial past.
Porticns of it were originally built during the Warring States
Period(402-221 B.C.) by various kingdoms as a means of
protecting agrarian China from nomadic intruders. After ending
the Wwarring States era by unifying China, China's first
empetror, Qin Shihuangti, ruthlessly conscripted farmers and
forced convicts to fortify and to jcin the various walls into a
grand, enduring structure. As workers died, they were thrown
into the wall becoming the mortar which bound the blocks of
stone together.

Throughout China's history, many dynasties have rebuilt and
restored the wall. Most of the current Great Wall daktes to the
Ming Dynasty (1368-1644). The Ming Dynasty, incidentally,
collapse wes due in part to a traitorous general who allowed
Manchurian troops to enter into China proper through
Shanhaiguan, the eastern end of the Great wWall. As much as the
Great Wall is a concrete testament to Chinrna's past, it also
embodies the greatness of human achievement in that it is the
only manmade structure visible from space.
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09/01/85 18:48 B202 647 7350 EAP/FRONT OFFICE @oo2

United States Department of State

Washington, D.C. 20520

MEMORANDUM

UNCLASSIFIED

DECL: N/A

TO: NSC - Mr. Eric Schwarltz
FROM: EAP - ﬁgzg/wiedemann
SUBJECT:

First Lady Hillary Clinton's Meeting with Princess
Marie Ranariddh, Head of the Cambodian Delegation to
the World Conference on Women in Beijing

I. OBJECTIVES

Express regret for current inability to visit Cambodia and
hope that a future visit can be arranged.

Fxpress appreciation for Cambodia's efforts to build a
democratic political system and a market economy.

—— Assure the Cambodians that the U.S. has not forgotten the

altrocities committed by the Khmer Rouge and the suffering
of the Cambodian people.

—— Underscore U.S. support for a peaceful, prosperous, and

free Cambodia, including providing assistance to education
and health-related services.

Encourage the Royal Cambodian Government to continue
efforts to ensure greater adherence to principles of human
rights, rule of law and democratic governance;

IT. BACKGROUND

The U.S. strongly supports Cambodia as it emerges from
decades of civil war and strife to become a partner in the
dynamic Asia-Pacific region. Secretary of State Christopher

made a very successful visit to Cambodia on Augqust 4, the first
such visit in forty years.

Ninety percent of Cambodia's registered voters defied Khmer
Rouge threats and participated in free elections in May, 1993.
The UN Transitional Authority in Cambodia (UNTAC), a
peacekeeping success to which the United States contributed

$517 million and considerable political support, made Lhis
possible.
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