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US COMMITMENIS
for the
FOURTH WORLD CORFERENCE ON WOMEN

I. THE IMPLEMENTATIOR PROCESS ITSELF

e An Inter-Agency Task Force, operating out of the ~
White House Office of Women's Outreach and Initiatives, will
direct a year-long process to begin implementation and
develop a long-term plan. The U.S. delegation to the
Conference, consisting as it does of government and
non-governmental people of wide geographic and demographic
representation and expertise in the Platform issues, will
serve as an advisory body to the Task Force.

II. EOCONOMIC SECURITY INCLUDING BALANCING WORK AND
FAMILY RESPONSIBILITIES:

e The Women's Bureau of the Department of Liabor will
launch a campaign to solicit pledges from employers,
organizations and community groups to make systemic changes
in policies and practices in the workplace to benefit women
and their families.

e The Community Development Financial Institutions Fund
of the Treasury Department will inaugerate an annual
Presidential Awards for Microenterprise Excellence and serve
as coordinator of a new Federal Microenterprise Initiative.

® 'T'he Agency for International Development will launch
new activities in its Microenterprise Initiative and

continue its support of microenterprise programming for
women around the world.

III. EQUALITY ARD POWER-SHARING
® The Agency for International Development is launching
two mutually reinforcing international programs under an

initiative on Women's Political Participation and Legal
Rights.

IV. THE HUMAR RIGHTS OF WOMEN WITH PARTICULAR EMPHASIS
ON VIOLENCE AGAINRST WOMERN

e The new office on Violence Against Women at the
Justice Department will lead a comprehensive national effort
to fight domestic violence and other crimes against women by
combining tough new federal laws with assistance to states
and localities in law enforcement, victim assistance,
prosecutions and crime prevention.

® The Administration reaffirms its commitment to obtain
ratification of the Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination Against Women.

V. HEALTH
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I THE IMPLEMERTATION PROCESS ITSELF

In keeping with both the provisions of the Platform for
Action to be adopted at the Fourth World Conference on
Women, the firm intention of the United States Government to
promote the empowerment of women and advance their status,
and the strong interest expressed by US non-governmental
organizations concerning implementation, the United States'
follow-up efforts include a year-long process to develop a
comprehensive implementation plan until the year 2000. In
addition, many specific steps will be taken to put the
Platform's words into action.

This public/private partnership will continue the
process begun in preparation for the Fourth World Conference
-— a two-way communication that puts government and citizens
in direct contact with each other to facilitate a plan for
implementation.

An Inter-Agency Task Force, operating out of the White
House Office of Women's Outreach and Initiatives, will
direct implementation and follow-up efforts. The U.S.
delegation to the Conference, consisting as it does of
government and non-governmental people of wide geographic
and demographic representation and expertise in the Platform
issues, will serve as advisory body to the Task Force.

The Task Force and Advisory.Committee on Implementation
will form sub-groups from their members plus other
interested and relevant individuals to analyze the Platform
recommendations and their relevance to the U.S., to conduct
outreach to American women about the conference and their
priorities and recommendations, to explore mechanisms and
processes for for continuing implementation at the federal
level, to develop ongoing communications between government
and young people to develop youth initiatives, and to
consider possible legislative action or reforms at the
federal, state and local levels.
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Health Commitments:

HIV/AIDS

We will pursue a public policy agenda on HIV/AIDS specific to women.
adolescents, and children by:

conducting behavioral research that is sensitive to the diverse needs of
women of different backgrounds and that examines factors influencing
women's risk-taldng and risk reduction behaviors, including
characterizing the role of social and community norms in influencing
risk behaviors;

identifying biological factors related to transmission and describe ways
in which these factors can be modified to prevent or reduce the risk of
HIV transmission;

conducting prevention research that defines which interventions are
most relevant to women;

supporting research to develop female controlled prevention methods,
including barrier methods and microbicides;

continuing research to better understand the natural history of HIV
infection in women and related medical problems, and developing
treatments to improve survival and quality of life for women with HIV
infection;

supporting integrated services for HIV infected women and women at
risk for infection, to accommodate their multiple roles and family needs;
and

mounting culturally appropriate public information campaigns
nationally and at the community level to increase women’s awareness of
HIV infection and ways they can protect themselves.
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Health Commitments:
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in addition to working toward health care reform by seeking changes to improve
efficacy in the health care system and curtail heelth spending, we will continuse 10
address the health needs of women through such injtiatives ss:

o The National Action Pian on Breast Cancer. a public-private partnership
waoarking with all agencies of government, the Congress, the White Houss,
the media, scientific organlzations. advocacy groups and industry, to
advance breast health and eradicste breast cancer as a threat to the lives of
American women.

New Frontiers in Breast Cancer imaging, an initiative which explares
mechanisms through which defense, space, and intelligence imaging
technalogles can be used to develop moie accurate methods for the early
detection of breast cancer.

The Mammography Quality Standards Act (MQSA). New regulations
{effective October 1, 1994} establish quality standards on equipment,
personnel, and record keaping, and a certificate system for the more than
10,000 U.S. facllitles that perform mammography and interpret films. The
purpose of these regulations is to ensure quslity mammography, which Is
essential for early diagnosis of breast cancer.

Expansion of the National Breast and Cervical Cancer Early Detection
Program that will ensure that every woman for whom it is deemed
appropriate receives regular screening for breast and cervical cancers,
prompt follow-up if nacessary, and certainty that the tests are performed in
accordance with current recommendations for quality assurance. This
national program brings critical breast and cervical cancer screening services
to undeserved women, particularly wornen of low income, racial/ethnic
minorities, and older women.

Inclusion of Women in Clinical Trials, which includes NIH guidelines that
ensure that women are represented in all areas of federally funded
biomedical research and FDA guidelines that specify the necessity of

analyzing safety and efficacy of data with respect 10 race, age and gender
for new drugs and devices.

The Natlonal Women’s Health Clearinghouse, which HHS is develaping witn
DoD, is a state-of-the-art tol! free heaith information telephone line {1-800-4-
WOMEN) to disseminate a broad range of women's health-related
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information. The Clearinghouse will provide easy accessibility to women’s
heaith materials (brochures, pamphiets, fact sheets, bookiets, videos)
Geveloped both for health professionals and consumers by the Public Health
Service. A reguiar newslettar on Women'’s Health an up-to-the-minute
women’s health issues will also be avallable through the Clearinghouse.

Expansion of the infertility Prevention Program which provides screening for
chlamydia, the leading cause of preventable infertility among women in the
US. In 1995 this program was established across the country in a limited
basis.
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UNITED NATIONS @ NATIONS UNIES

Blography
Mrs. Gertrude Mongelis
Secreta enoral
Fourth World Conference on Women

Mrs. Gertrude Mongella, S8earelary<General of the Fourth World Conterence on
Women Is a Tanzanian who has served her country with distinction in the fislds of
oducation, national life and at the Intemational level.

Her appointment by United Nations Seoretary-General Boutroe Bovtros-Ghali in
December 1882 10 head tho Secretariat for the erenco on Women hes given her a
unique opportunity to ghape future internatonal acton for devsiopment and for the
promotion of equallty, development and peace.

Mrs. Mongella’s career has had three digtinct phasos - beginning in educetion
following her graduation from the Unlversity College, Dar-ee-Salaam with a dagree in
aoucalon. She became & teacher and was later an INspector of eecondary and teacher
training oollegee.

She then went into public life and in 1076, became @ member of the East African
Legisiative Assembly. Gince then, she has he!d several Ministerla! positions, the first
baing Minigler of State responsibie 107 Women's Affalrs. Inaodnion she was aJeo Minister
of Lands, Neatural Resourcee and Tourism from 1985 to 1937 and Minister Without
Portiolo In the Presidant's Offica from 1887 to 1991. Mrs. Mongetla has been & membaer
of the Central and National Executive Committee of the ruling political party in Tanzanla
and from 1882 to 1991 was Head of the 8oclal Servicos Department at party
heedquarters.

At the and of 1881, Mrs. Mongalla was sppointed High Commiseioner to Indla.
During the previous ten years, Mrg. Mongella had represented her oountry at numerous
intsmational meetings, conferences, seminars and workshope, perlicularly un s
reiating to women and to development and the environment. in 1885, at the World
Cortterence t0 Review and Appraise the Achigvements of the United Nations Decade for
Woman, hald in Nalrobl, Mrs. Mongelia was the Chairman of the African group and Vice
Chalman of the Corderence.

in 1989, Mrs. Mongelia was Tenzania's representative on the Commission on the
Status of Women and led a delegation to present the country's report to the Committee
on the Elmination of Discrimination Against Women in 1980. That name year, she
partidpated in an Bgert Group Meeting on Women in Poltical and Declslon Making
Positions, whiah was held in Vionna. 6he had ssrved for three ysers from 1830 to 1893
as a member of the Board of Trustees of INSTRAW - the UN International Research and
Training Institute for the Advancement of Women,



Mrs. Mongella has meintained an Interest in global environment lssuss and
attended the World women's Congress for a Healthy Planet in 1981 in Miaml, Florida as
well as the Global Assembly on Women and the Environment which preceded k. She
also paricipated In the Conference on the Supportive Environment for Health in
Sundevell, Swedon In 1001.

§ince taking up her UN appoirtment in 1933, Mrs. Mongella has been undertaking
extensive consultations with Heads of Government and senlor government officiale,
attonding regional preperatory conferences and meeting with NGO's who will be
attending the Conference from 4 to 18 Septomber and the NGO Forum scheduled for
30 August to 8 September 19898,

Bom on 13 Septamber 1945, Mrs. Mongelia Is married and has four children.
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fostering all-those  mrans' of par-icizaclen which -

arz propetly h2rs, and alsc by showing respect- for
and promoting the divetse pe1sonal and commu-.
“nel chirisms which the Spiit of God bestows for
the building up of the Christian community and
thc service of humanity.

7 Inthis vast domein of service, ke CBTI:éBs '

two-thousand-year. history, for all ity bistozicel
coaditioning, has truly experienced the “gen‘us of
woman”; from the heart of the Church thete have
cmerged women of the highes: calibre who have
lefx an impressive and beneficial mack in history. [

— o ey ¢ ©® =~

- thiitk ©f Eie grea® liné ‘of Wwoman mattyrs, saints_

and famous mys:ics. In a particular way I thiik of
Saint Catherine of Siera and of Saint Teresa of
Avils, whom Pope Pau VI of happy memory
gronted the title of Doactors of the Church. And
how ¢aa we overlook the maay women, lnspired
by faith, who wete responsible for initistives of
extraordinary social impottarcs, especially ir
setving the pootest of the pcoc? The life of the
Church in the Third Millernium will cerzainly not
be lacking ir. new and surprising manifestations of
“the feminine genivs”.

12.  You can sze then, dear sisters, that the
Church bss many reesons for hoping that the
forthcoming United Natiors Confetence. in
Beliing wrll bring out the fll trath sbot-women,
Necessaty emphasis should be placed on-: the
“gensus of womer’”, uot only by considering: great
ard famcus wooien of the .past or present; but

also those ondinary women who teveal the gift of
&

[

:

ot SN

their womanhood by placing themselves at the ser-
vice of others in their everydny lives. For in giving
themselves to othets each day women fufil their
deepest vocation. Pethaps more than men, worien
ackvmowledge L6e person, because they see pe-sons
; seEtheti incepehdendy of
various ideological or poliiical systems. They see
others in their greatness and limitations; they try
to go out ‘o them and help:tkem. I this way the
basic plan of the Creator taltes tesh in the history

of humanity and there is constantly revealed, ir.

~ the' varlety of “voeattors; than fzaney=—mor merey

physical, but above all spiritual—which God be-
stowed from the vety begining on all, and in ¢
particular way on warneru.

While 1 commend to the Lerd in prayer the
success of the Importano meeting in Beijing, 1
irvite Ecclestal Cwymanities to make this year ac
occasion of heartfelt thanksgiving to the Creator
and Red=emer of the world for the gift of ths
great treasure which is womanhood. In all it
exprassians, womanhood' is- part of the essential
hetitage of mankind and of the Church herself.

May Mary, Queen of Llcve, watch over won.
en and their mission in service of humenity, of
peece, of the spread of Ged's Kingdom!
~ With my Blessing.

From the Vttiémn, 29 June 1995, the: Solemn.-
ity of Saints Peter and Paul.

~..
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GLOBAL COMMISSION (@\
ON WOMEN'S HEALTH Wy

1

The Globa! Commission on Women's Health was established as a high-level
advocacy bady by virtue of resolution WHA45.25 on “Woren, healta and
development” emanating from the Technical Discussions at the Forey-fifth World
Heaith Assembly in 1992. The objective of the Commission is to accelerate
action at the narional and intemational level to improve women's health as their
fundamental human right. In recognition of the fact that health conditions affecc
subsequent pnases of a woman's life, as weil as the well-being of furure genera-
tions, the Commission insists that atrention be given to a holistic and life span
approach tc women's health.

In carrying out its objective, the Global Commission on Women's Health
assumes 3 critical fourfold missicn. First, it has produced an agenda for acticr on
wemen's health focusing or. a few select areas capable of yielding the most
significant progress: nutrition, reproductive health, the healtk consequences of
violence, aging, lifestyle-related health conditions, and the work eavirorment.
These issues represent the predominant factors leading to morbidity and mortaiity
in women of all ages around the world, and are amenable o feasible urd low-cos:
interventions. Second. the Global Commission raises awareness of women's
conceins among policy-makers through the use of sex-disaggregated daca on
women's health and their sccioeconomic situation. Third, the Global Commis-
sion advocates the inclusion of women's health issues as a priority within devel-
opment plans by using ali forms of mass media. [t ensures that these issues are
arciculated at all mgjor national, regional and international fora on women and
development and the evenus leading up to them. notably the United Naticns
Fourth World Conference an Women. Finally, the Global Commission provides a
forum for consulrstion and dialogue with women's health advocacy groups and
others who mobilize women from the grassroots to the highest policical levels.

Memters of the Global Commission on Women's Health, listed below,
work closely with numerous key individuals and inszitutions across the world.
r.ctably the following: Dr Hoda Badran, President, Alliance of Arab Women,
Egypti Dr Jo Ivev Boufford, Princizal Deputy Assistant Secretary for Health,
United States cf America; Or Lorraine Dennerstein, Associate Director. The Key
Centre for Women's Health, Australia; Ms Marianne Haslegrave, Director.
Commonwesalth Medical Association, Unired Kingdom; Mrs Julia Hausermann.
Executive Chair, Rights and Humanity, United Kingdom; Ms Elaine Wolfsor.,
President, Global Allianze for Women's Health, United States of America; the
World Bank and UNICEF.
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THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

19 May 1995

Dear Mrs. Clinton,

I am honoured to invite you to attend the
Fourth World Conference on Women, as my special guest.
As you are aware, the Conference, which will be held
in Beijing from 4 to 15 September 1995, will be a
major milestone in the efforts of the United Nations
to promote and protect women’s rights and to define
practical strategies to remove the remaining obstacles
to the advancement of women.

Building on the series of landmark conferences
and summits convened by the United Nations in the
first half of this decade - on children’s rights, the
environment, human rights, population and social
development - the Conference offers the international
community an opportunity to achieve a concrete
programme of action for progress into the next
century. I believe that the Conference would benefit
greatly not only from your experience, knowledge and
commitment, but also from the prestige and respect
which you command.

The Secretariat for the Conference is in the
process of preparing a programme of Special Events in
which I hope you will find it possible to participate.
The Secretary-General of the Conference will convey
the programme to you shortly.

I look forward to hearing from you and hope very
much that you will be able to attend this important
gathering during the United Nations fiftieth
anniversary ye&ar.

Yours sincerely,

Lol Vel 2

Boutros Boutros-Ghali

Mrs. Hillary Rodham Clinton
The White House
Washington, D.C.
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