













































































































































































SUMMIT OF THE AMERICAS

Symposium on Children of the Americas

Introduction

e The Hemisphere’s leaders and their spouses are coming together not only as the
heads of their governments and people, but also as parents and members of
families who recognize that one driving force behind the Summit is to ensure
children’s well-being now and in the future.

e Virtually every element of the Summit Plan of Action will have a direct or
indirect impact on the economic, social, or physical well-being of the children of
the hemisphere.

e The implementation of the Summit Plan of Action will bring about a better
standard of living for the children of the hemisphere, through increased trade
and jobs, improved access to health and education, and the protection of their
rights.

=

‘ The Summit Initiatives: Impact on Children
I. Preserving and Strenghtening the Community of Democracies of the Americas

Strengthening Democracy

* Helps prevent political violence, which has a profound effect on the
well-being of our children. '

Promoting and Protecting Human Rights

* Includes guarantees for the rights of children and calls for ratifying
the United Nations Convention of the Rights of the Child

Invigorating Society/Community Participation

* Encourages the growth of civic-minded non-governmental
organizations, including those which support children’s issues, and
notes the need to improve participation of young people.

( / * Helps ensure that groups such as disabled, indigenous, and female
children receive fair and equitable treatment.



#B

Combating the Problem of Illegal Drugs and Related Crimes

* In order to safeguard children’s health and their futures, we must
educate our children on the dangers of drug abuse and prevent them
from using narcotics.

* We must continue our efforts to protect children from this threat and
prevent them from becoming involved in drug-related criminal
activities.

II. Promoting Prosperity Through Economic Integration and Free Trade

Free Trade in the Americas/Capital Markets Development and Liberalization

* Creates more jobs, allowing families to enjoy a higher standard of
living.

* Lessens need to depend on children to help augment the family’s
income, thus reducing child labor.

* Provides more commodity variety at more competitive prices,
helping to decrease malnutrition.

Hemispheric Infrastructure

* Increases access of all sectors of society to better transportation,
electricity, and clean water.

II1. Eradicating Poverty and Discrimination in Our Hemisphere

Universal Access to Education

* All children, regardless of economic or social situation, will receive
the basic tools necessary to become full, participatory members of
society, especially girls, minorities, and indigenous groups.

* Requiring children to attend primary school will help eradicate child
labor.

* Ensures that all children have the foundation necessary to compete
in a modern economy and/or to go on to higher levels of education;
secondary school will train students for more complex jobs, allowing
them to be more competitive in the modern world economy.



Equitable Access to Basic Health Services

* Reducing child, infant, and maternal mortality rates will clearly
benefit children, who are particularly vulnerable to illness and
unhealthy living conditions.

* The success of immunization programs in eradicating the childhood
disease of polio demonstrate the importance of universal access to such
prevention programs.

Strengthening the Role of Women in Society

* Since many of the households in the hemisphere are headed by
women, increasing their opportunities to participate in all spheres of
political, social, and economic life will improve the well-being of the
members of those households.

IV. Guaranteeing Sustainable Development and Conserving Our Natural
Environment for Future Generations

Partnership for Sustainable Energy Use/Partnership for Pollution Prevention

* Developing cleaner sources of energy will improve the health of our
children.

* We need to ensure that our children are left with options for
renewable sources of energy.

Partnership for Biodiversity

* Ensures that we do not destroy the living resources or environment
of our planet, but rather preserve them for the sake of future
generations.

Children: the Foundation for the Americas of the 21st Century

e The broad range of Summit objectives are aimed not only at helping children
now, but also at giving children the tools they need to provide for themselves
and their children in the future.

e Future generations will be called upon to continue the work initiated at the
Miami Summit--we must prepare today’s children to be the leaders of tomorrow’s
integrated and democratic Western Hemisphere.



SYMPOSIUM ON CHILDREN OF THE AMERICAS

Themes for Working Group Session On

Children’s Education Issues

Summit Goals: A primary completion rate of 100 percent and a secondary
enrollment rate of at least 75 percent by the year 2010.

(See Summit Plan of Action Initiative 16, “Universal Access to Education,” for the
full text.)

Universal literacy and access to education at all levels, without distinction of race,
national origin or gender, is an indispensable basis for sustainable social and
cultural development, economic growth and democratic stability.

Although almost every country in the hemisphere has adult literacy rates of over 80
percent, there are still too many people who do not have a basic level of reading and
writing skills. Eradicating illiteracy is best approached by ensuring that children
are enrolled in and complete at least primary school. A number of factors impact on
both enrollment and completion rates, including pre-school environment, the
quality of the school’s curriculum and the training received by the educators.

The nurturing and nutrition children receive early in their lives dramatically
impact on their ability to thrive when they reach school age, and can improve
future performance and reduce costly repetition and drop-out rates. Approximately
8.9 million children in this hemisphere participate in early childhood programs.

Primary school enrollment of children age 6-11 increased over the last 20 years in
all countries in the region, especially in population centers. However, enrollment
levels remain relatively low in certain regions and sub-groupings (girls, indigenous,
urban minority and rural populations).

The World Bank estimates that every year $2.5 billion are spent on grade repetition
for 20 million children in Latin America. Countries are addressing drop-out and
repetition rates by setting national goals in educational efficiency as well as
relevance of what is taught.

The Summit initiative on education calls for governments to work with the private
sector and multilateral institutions to guarantee universal access to quality
primary education; support strategies to overcome nutritional deficiencies of
primary school children in order to enhance their learning ability; and create a

























































































































































































































































