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EMB COSTA RICA

With regard to economic sustainability, it is worth-while to
mention the Foreign Languagues Program begun by the Figuercc
Bdminlstration, which seaeks to prepare citizens that understand and
respect the planet’s cultural diversity.

By 1998, 100,000 children will be receiving English lessuns and
25,000 will be studying French.

The soclal and political sustainability axis seeks to build
eguality of opportunities for those least advantaged. Withiu this
area, the School ZIuch Program serves those that need most by
feeding poor students and, in 1995, it will also give them uniforms
and text booku.

With regard to environmental sustainakility, a program is being
implemented to involve the education sector in national campaigyns
for sustalnable develepment and a program in which students
participate in rescuing the country’s river basins.

Thus, with our illusions and dreams set on educating the people,
and with a vision of eolidarity with the needs of future
generations, Costa Rica is now carefully preparing the way for
sustainakle developnent.

We are not aluue i this task. During the last decades of the
closing Century, the people of Central Bmerica have fought inch by
inch in defeuse of thcir economic independence, their pacifist
convictions, and their aspiraticns for achieving a democracy based
on solidaxity and social justice.

{ fforal +theaask
;J.‘BS“ ;ea.auzﬁmuxx&Pé‘f%.}lc’;tr};fsate?for Vand we %ave eatabllshnd the

Regional Commission oa Sccial Affairs to institutionalize our
commitment of solidarity with the new generations.

This initiative has allowed us to develop impourtant Social Sector
programs that we look forward to sharing with you in detail in the
working groups.

" To conclude, I wish te appeal to friendly uyuvermeents and

internaticnal organizations to continue to accompany us and to
support our dream: to build a Central America free of hunger and
without poverty.
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Today, summit leaders are outlining goals to ensure the ;KLLQ/"’
economic, social and physical well-being of children, which Dr. 4
Alleyne will outline later in greater detail:
ey

The proposed Summit Plan of Action calls for universal =
access to education so that all children, regardless of economic
or social status, racial or ethnic origin, or gender, will
receive the basic tools necessary to become full members of
society. The goal of requiring children to attend and complete
primary school is also under discussion. If this goal is
achieved, it will help eradicate child labor and give children a
greater hope of acquiring the skills and knowledge needed in a
modern global economy.

Beyond the important issue of school attendance, the Summit
initiative on education also addresses the nutritional needs of
children so they can learn more effectively.

The proposed Summit Plan of Action calls for equitable
access to basic health services, which will be particularly
beneficial to children, who are most vulnerable to illnesses and
unhealthy living conditions.

Specific programs being recommended will address child,
infant, and maternal mortality rates, as well as increasing
immunization efforts to eradicate childhood diseases, such as
measles, that still afflict too many children. We need only look
to the disappearance of new polio cases in the Western hemisphere
to know the success of these immunization programs.

We all know that the role of caregiver is crucial to the
development of healthy and secure children. And we all know that
the primary caregivers in society most often are women. The
Summit proposal to strengthen the role of women will increase
opportunities for women to participate in all spheres of life --
political, social, and economic.

Empowering women with economic self-reliance, access to
quality health care and education is not only a valuable step
forward in itself. It’s an important step forward for children.

While we recognize that our political leaders are
responsible for devising policies and programs to meet these
important goals, we also know that, as First Ladies, we have a
significant role to play.

Just as advocacy organizations, social institutions, and
dedicated individuals are critical to progress, we, too, can help
push the agenda forward in our respective countries.

When it comes to children’s issues, women have a special
calling. And that’s why we have a duty to raise our voices for
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the voiceless -- our children, the youngest and most vulnerable
among us.

This week I’ve had particular reason to think about the
difference one woman alone can make on behalf of children, even
against extraordinary odds. My friend, Elizabeth Glaeser, died
last weekend after losing a long battle with AIDS.

Elizabeth contracted HIV through a blood transfusion while
hemorrhaging during the delivery of her first child, Ariel.
Unbeknownst to her, her daughter, and then a son born later, also
contracted the virus.

When Elizabeth learned that she and her children had been
infected with HIV, she dedicated herself to raising awareness
about AIDS. From a small office in Los Angeles, she created the
Pediatric AIDS Foundation, which has raised over $30 million
since its founding in 1988.

Elizabeth often said she was motivated and strengthened by
the memory of her daughter, who died four years ago at the age of
seven. Her son, now 10, lives with HIV every day.

If Elizabeth could continue to contribute so much on behalf
of children throughout her own illness, I know we can make our
own contributions too. Of course, we rill not all be involved in
the same ways, or even on precisely the same issues. I know, for
example, that AIDS is not as prevalent in many of your countries
as it is in mine. That’s why each of us must find a venue
appropriate to our own situation as First Lady or government
representative. But whatever role we choose represents a rare
opportunity to make a difference in the lives of tens of millions
of children -- and in the future of all of the Americas.

There is an urgency to our mission. More than half of our
population in this hemisphere is under age 23. Ushering children
into the world is, of course, the province of families. But
building safe and nurturing communities for them to grow up in .
making sure they have access to.schools that teach them to

read and write . . . protecting them from avoidable diseases . .
. training them for productive adulthoods. . . and honoring their
rights in the face of violence and abuse -- these are our

collective responsibilities.

This concept was eloquently expressed in a pastoral letter
issued in the United States several years ago by the National
conference of cCatholic Bishops. In that letter, entitled Putting
Cchildren and Families First, the bishops said:

"No government can love a child, and no policy can
substitute for a family’s care. But, government can either
support or undermine families. There has been an unfortunate,
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unnecessary and unreal polarization in (the) discussion [of]) how
best to help families. The undeniable fact is that our children’s
future is shaped both by the values of their parents and the
policies of our nation.”

As adults, we must take responsibility for our children so
that they can learn to take responsibility for themselves. And we
must insist that society’s most vital institutions -- family,
school, and church -- create the conditions necessary for our
children to fulfill all their God-given potential.

To be sure, our challenges differ from country to country,
and our recipes for progress may require different ingredients.
The purpose of this gathering is not to prescribe one solution,
but to share ideas and opinions and learn from each other’s
experiences.

Here in the United States, for example, we are not doing
enough to ensure that women receive adequate pre- and post-natal
health care, particularly poor women and teenagers. In 1992, 22
percent of pregnant women in this country received no pre-natal
care.

As the rest of the world knows all too well, my nation faces
significant challenges in stopping an epidemic of gun violence
that daily claims the lives of children in our cities a".d towns.
Today, homicide is the leading cause of death for African
American youth in the United States and violence is the second
leading cause of death for youngsters between the ages of 10 and
14.

Combined with violence is an equally disturbing scourge of
narcotics use among our young people. Illegal drugs are readily
available in too many communities in the United States, and even
in some of our schools. Studies show that as many as seven
million children abuse alcohol and drugs to some extent

At the same time, we are making progress on behalf of some

of our children -- progress that is visible right here in Miami.
Just yesterday I had the opportunity to visit Jackson Memorial
Hospital and Drew Elementary School -- two institutions that have

achieved remarkable successes in disadvantaged communities.

Jackson Memorial Medical Center, which is affiliated with
the University of Miami, has the difficult task of caring for
some of the poorest and neediest residents of this city. The
newborn intensive care unit that I visited yesterday serves the
highest risk population in Dade County -- but the hospital has
achieved the lowest infant mortality rates in the state.

The hospital also has devised innovative ways of serving its
community. A mobile van brings doctors and nurses to those who
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might otherwise go without necessary treatment and care.

Drew Elementary School is located in a predominantly
African-American neighborhood. Community leaders devised a
cultural exchange program in which students from Drew, and a
predominantly Hispanic school called Seminole Elementary come
together for a variety of activities that promote tolerance and
understanding. To enhance communication across cultures, students
at Drew take Spanish from the second grade on.

The positive educational climate at Drew is reflected in the
student attendance rate: 95 percent of the school’s students come
to class every day.

Drew has succeeded because parents, teachers, the school
principal and community leaders have worked hard to create an
environment where children feel safe, secure, and confident that
they will thrive. The adults have taken responsibility; and the
children are learning to take responsibility as well.

In every one of our nations, dedicated, energetic, and
caring people are battling on the front lines to solve some of
society’s most vexing problems. The purpose of this gathering is
to educate each other about our challenges and our successes --
and to make our efforts more cooperative by sharing the knowledge
and experience each of us holds within us.

When we return to our capitals, I hope we will not be guided
solely by documents, policy papers, and official pronouncements,
but also by the desire in our hearts to see that all children
have the gift of hope in their lives.

In the words of Gabriela Mistral [Mee-strall], the visionary
Chilean educator, poet, and Nobel prize winner for literature:
"Let me be more maternal than a mother; able to love and defend
with all of a mother’s fervor the child that is not flesh of my
flesh.®

As she once said: "Many things we need can wait. The child
cannot . . . To him, we cannot say tomorrow. His name is today."

Thank you for coming to Miami, and for joining together in
this important cause.

And now, let us go from words to deeds.
(Introduce UNICEF video]
F##
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Los ROLIVIANOS NOS DIMOS CUENTA DE QUE NO PODRIAMOS ASEGURAR UN
RAPING CRECIMIENTO ECONOMICO CUANDO EL 20% DE LOS ADULTOS SON AUN
ANALFABETOS, ¥ SOLAMENTE EL B85% DE LOS NIROS ASISTEN A LA ESCUELA
PRIMARIA,

POR ESO, LA REFORMA EDUCACIONAL SE CONVIRTIO EN UNO DE LOS TRES
PILARES DEL CAMBIO PROMOVIDO POR EL PRESIDENTE GONZALO SANCHEZ DE
Lozava.

GRACIAS A ESTA LEY, POR PRIMERA YEZ EN NUESTRA HISTORIA LOS MAESTROS
ENSENARAN EN IDIOMAS NATIVOS A LOS MIRUS CUYO IDIOMA MATERNO BS EL
AYMARA, El. QUECHUA, O EL GUARANI,

LAs ESFUFLAS URBANAS Y RURALES ESTARAN SUJETAS A LOS MISMOS
PATRONES DE CAUDAD, Y TENDRAN TEXTDS ESCOLARES ACTUALIZADOS,
COMPUTADORAS, Y BIBLIOTECAS,

CADA ESCUELA SERA UN TALLER DONDE S8E MEZCLEN TODAS LAS CULTURAS,
TODAS LA IDEAS, Y TODAS LAS VISIONES.

LOS NIROS PENSARAN EN TEMAS COMO LA ECOLOGIA, LA IGUALDAD OE
GENEROS, LA REVOLUCION TECNOLOGICA, Y EL RESPETU POR LA DIVERSIDAD
HIMANA.

LA REFORMA ENUCATIVA MEJORARA LA FORMACION DE MAESTROS, Y
PERMITIRA A GRADUADOS UNIVERSITARIOS IMPARTIR EDUCACION,

LA RCFORMA PREVE AUMENTAR LOS SUELDOS DE LOS MAESTROS DF AC\IBRDD
A SUS MERITOS.

SE PRIURIZARA LA EDUCACION PRIMARIA, PUBSTO QUE SE HA DEMOSTRADO 8U
IMPACTO FAVORABLE EN EL DESARROLLO SOCIAL Y ECONOMICO.
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SE BUSCARA GARANTIZAR UNA ASISTENCIA DEL 100% A LA ESCUELA PRIMARIA,
Y F1 IMINAR DEFINITIVAMENTE EL ANALFABETISMO EN LA PROXIMA DECADA,
FINALMENTE, SE AUMENTARA SURASTANCIALMENTE LA INVERSION EN
INFRAESTRUCTURA EDUCATIVA, UN RUBRO DESCUIDADO EN LOS ULTimos 30
ARoS.

LA LEY DE PARTICIPACION POPULAR ES OTRO PILAR DEL CAMBIO. ESTA LEY
DIVIDIO EL PAIS EN 300 MUNICIPIOS RURALES Y URBANOS, CON AUTORIDADES
DEMOCRATICAMENTE ELEGIDAS,

DESDE JULIO DE ESTE ARO, EL 20% DEL PRESUPUESTO NACIONAL SE
DISTRIBUYF FNTRE ESO8 MUNICIPIOS, DE ACUERDO A 5U POBLACION.

POR PRIMERA VEZ EN NUESTRA HISTORIA, LOS BARRIOS POBRES, LAS
PROVINCIAS, Y LAS COMUNDADES INDIGENAS RECIBEN SUMAS IMPORTANTES NF
DWERO, Y DECIDEN COMO INVERTIRLO.

ESTA LEY DESCENTRALIZA EL PODER Y DEMOCRATIZA (LA RIQUEZA,
BENEFICIANDD ESFECIALMENTE A LOS NMOS MAS AFECTADOS POR LA
POBREZA: LOS NINOS CAMPESINOS.

LOS PRINCIPIOS DE PARTICIPACION POPULAR TAMBIEN SE APLICAN A LA
EDUCACION.

LA COMUNIDAD DE LOS 300 MUNICIPIOS URBANOS Y RURALES INTERVENDRAN
DIRECTAMENTE EN LA ADMINISTRACION Y CONTROL DE SUS EBCUELAS,

ELLOS VELARAN PORQUE SUS NINOS RECIBAN LA EDUCACION QUE MERECEN, Y
PARTICIPAHAN EN LA CONTRATACION DE LOS MAESTROS.
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EL TERCER PILAR DEL PROCESO DE CAMBIO EN BOLIVIA, ES LA LEY DE
CAPITALIZACION.

ESTA LEY CREA SOCIEDADES ENTRE EL PUEBLO BOLMANO Y LOS
INVERSIONISTAS PRIVADOS NACIONALES Y EXTRANJEROS EN LAS EMPRESAS NF
GAB, PETROLEO, ENERGIA ELECTRICA, FERROCARRILES, TRANSPORTE AGREO,
FUNDICION DE MINERALES, Y TELECOMUNICACIONES,

EN LOS PROXIMOS DOCE MESES, LA ADMINISTRACION DE ESTAS EMPRESAS,
WUE GENERAN CASI LA MITAD DE LA RIQUEZA NACIONAL, SERA TRANSFERIDA A
QUIENES QUIERAN INVERTIR EN ELLAS, '
LOS INVERSIONISTAS NO PAGARAN NADA AL ESTADO; TODO SU DINERO IRA
DIRECTAMENTE A MODERNIZAR NUESTRAS EMPRESAS.

EL PUEBLO BOLIVIANO MANTENDRA LA PROPIFDAD DEL 50% DE LAS ACCIONES,
QUE SERAN REPARTIDAS ENTRE 10DOS LOS CIUDADANOE MAVORES DE 18
ANOS.

Los DIVIDENDOS FINANCIARAN UN PONDO DE PENSIONES PRIVADO, QUE
GARANTIZAKA LA JUBILACION A LOS ANCIANOS,

LA CAPITALIZACION TENDRA UN IMPACTO DIRECTO EN NUESTRUS NIfUS; PUR
LO MENOS 500,000 NUEVOS EMPLEOS PARA SUS PADRES, Y DIGNIDAD PARA
SUS ARLIELOS.

ESTA REFORMA POSIBILITARA FINANCIAR A LARGO PLAZO | A REFORMA
EDUCACIONAL, PUESTO QUE SE ESPERA PRODUCIR UN SHOCK DE INVERSIONES
QUE ELEVARA NUESTRO CRECIMIENTO ECONOMICO A MAS DEL 8% ANUAL.

EL 5 DE NOVIEMBRE, BN UNA REUNION ORGANIZADA EN PARrIS POR EL BANCO
MUNDIAL, LA COMUNIDAD FINANCIERA INTERNACIONAL  DEMOSTRO 8U
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CONFIANZA EN LAS REFORMAS DEL PRESIDENTE QGONZALC SANCHE2Z DE
LOZADA. BOLIVIA RECIBIRA EN LOS PROXIMOS TRES AROS UN FINANCIAMIENTO
DE APROXIMADAMENTE 1.050 MILLONES DE DOLARES, PARA EJECUTAR ESTAS
REFORMAS,

LOS NIROS BOLIVIANOS OBTUVIERON AS| EL MEJOR REGALD DE NAVIDAD: UNA
INVERGION PARA EL CAMBIO QUE ALCANZA CASI AL 20% DeL Prooucto
INTERNO BRUTO, Y QUE GARANTIZARA LA REFORMA EDUCACIONAL,

Mucrios crelaN Que eSTOS SUEROS BRAN MPOSIBLES. MUCHOS TAMBIEN
CREIAN QUE ERA IMPOSIBLE BAJAR LA INFLACION DEL 20,000 AL 7%, TENER UN

VICE-PRESIDENTE AYMARA DE ORIGEN CAMPESINO, LOGRAR UN CRECIMIENTO
ECONOMICO DE MAS DE 4% ANUAL, Y REDUCIR A LA MITAD EL DEFICIT FISCAL.

S EMBARGD, BOLIVIA PUDO.

PORQUE, cOMO DIJO EL POETA, “POR 1.OS NIfOS TRABA.JAMOS, PORQUE LOS
NIlOS §ON LOB QUE SABEN QUERER, PORQUE LOS NIROS SON LA ESPERANZA
DEL MUNDD".

MuUCHAS GRACIAS.



























