





EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Vienna, Austria

Office of
The Ambassador March 1996

Dear Friends,

Charles and I spent the last week of December, 1995, in Sarajevo. It was a life-changing time
for us - and one we want to share with you.

Enclosed is a five-day journal of my experiences -- one person's view of a city that refused to
die. I hope the descriptions bring you not only some new understanding of life in Bosnia, but also
perhaps a fresh perspective on your own.

Although I published this account personally, its distribution has been incorporated into an
initiative sponsored by our embassy's Amerika Haus in Vienna, to restore the National Library in
Sarajevo. We have collected thousands of English language books. Now we are helping raise funds to
build the shelves to hold them.

In "Window On Sarajevo"” you will see several pictures of the destroyed library, now reduced
to rubble. The destruction of those million volumes was essential to the aim of the aggressors, whose
battle cry was "ethnic punty"; for the library was a symbol of multiple cultures, entertwined over the
CENtuiiEs.

If you would like to contribute to the restoration, you may transfer funds into the following
account:

Citibank Branch #29
Sarajevo Fund: National Library Account
# 46840646
286 Broadway
New York, NY 10025

Wishing you a springtime filled with hope and renewal -- and serendipitous grace.

Cj“}ﬂ’“&"\

Swanee Hunt
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Church’s efforts in former Yugoélavia date to 1993

Reporter Staff Special

WASHINGTON—Since April
1993, the United Methodist Com-
mittee on Relief has given
“warmth and hope” in the former
Yugoslavia.

Under the leadership of Dirk
Van Gorp, a layman from Shroon
Lake, N.Y., UMCOR has a pro-
gram staff there of nearly 75 per-

sons: 15 Americans and persons
from other countries and 60 from

the Bosnia area.

Projects include reconstruction
of damaged buildings; provision of
water and sanitation, emergency
food, clothing and medical supplies;

development of community-based
agricultural livestock programs and
establishment of social, recreation-
al and occupational projects for
women, children and youths.
Support for these programs has
included gifts from individual
United Methodists, a large con-
tainer of clothes worth an estimat-
ed $150,000 collected and shipped
from the Oklahoma and New York
Annual Conferences and special

grants from the General Board of

Global Ministries Women's Divi-
sion for psycho-social projects.

In addition to support from
United Methodists, several mil-
lion dollars have been awarded to

UMCOR from various United
Nations agencies, U.S. govern-
ment agencies, non-government
and humanitarian agencies.
Newest grants received include:
United Nations High Com-
missioner on Refugee—$1.5 mil-
lion. This program will continue
rehabilitation, repairs, mainte-
nance and needs assessment for 80
‘refugee collective housing cen-
ters. The area covers Mostar, Sara-

.ijevo, Zenica, Bihac and Tuzla.

According to the Rev. Kenneth
Lutgen, UMCOR chief executive,
UMCOR has been chosen as the
main partner in this repatriation
project. United Nations funding

has boosted UMCOR's Bosnia
budget to nearly $30 million.

U.S. AID Gornji Vakuf
Municipal Rehabilitation project
—3%$2 million. This project focus-
es onrepairs to municipal, schools
and kindergarten buildings as
well as several infrastructure pro-
jects. UMCOR has used at least
$2.1 million of in-kind donations
since the project started.

VU S. State Department Refugee
Project—31.7 million. The need for
emergency intervention in the lives
of displaced and refugee persons
continues, even with the signing of
the Dec. 14 peace agreement.

This grant will enable UMCOR
through the International Orthodox
Christian Charities to distribute
food, hygienic supplies, blankets,
clothing and fuel (see related story
above).

Office of Foreign Disaster
Assistance—$1.3 million. This
grant will help continue a new
sewer project in Sarajevo.

UMCOR has also received
monies to start two more youth
houses this month—bringing the
total to five.

~—DENISE JOHNSON STOVALL

UMCOR Aid Tapped (cont.)

extremely cncouraged by recent
developments to achieve peace in
Bosnia. She said this includes not
Just NATO peacekeeping forces
but also prospects for peace that
the United States helped negoti-
ate in Dayton, Ohio. :

“Even with the busiest of
schedules that one can imagine
during his recent trip to Tuzla, the
President met with NGO [non-
governmental] representatives in
Bosnia, all of whom are repre-
sented in this room.”

United Methodist layman Dirk
Van Gorp, director of UMCOR
work in the former Yugoslavia,
was one of four representatives of
humanitarian organizations who
met with the President in Bosnia.
His wife attended the reception in
Washington.
~ Mrs. Clinton said that if Amer-
icans can be hopeful about the
future of Bosnia it's in part a mea-
sure of the contributions organi-
2ations like UMCOR are making
thereevery day.

“The rebuilding and healing
will be much harder without non-
government organizations and pri-
vate voluntary organizations
working at the grassroots level to
provide food, clothing, medicines
and other services to people whose
lives have been shattered by war.”



On the way to peace
in the Balkans

by Peter Kuzmic

AN ANYBODY save Bosnia? That question has

hung over that war-besieged country since early

1992, when Serb artillery started shelling Saraje-

vo. Countless cease-fires and peace agreements
were signed and broken. Disappointment with the inter-
national community, especially European countries and
the United Nations, grew to the point of utter resignation.
A cynical comment frequently heard in Sarajevo in 1993
was: “It is good there was no UN around in 1939 or we
would all be speaking German today.”

During these years of helpless desperation many victim-
ized Bosnians often asked, “Where are the Americans?
Why don't they help us?” A Sarajevo intellectual who be-
came a refugee in my city said many times, “Only Ameri-
cans can save us.” He wondered why no
great moral outrage was felt by the civilized
world that was watching on TV the strangu-
lation of his city. He feared that the West's
failure to stop the war, or at least to lift the
unjust arms embargo on Bosnia, would lead
to the success of the more militant Islamic
forces eager to help. Already Mujahadeen
volunteers were coming from radical Is-
lamic nations. They were not fighting for a
multiethnic and multireligious Bosnia.

This man was an agnostic humanist who
“admired Jesus” but claimed to be, like the
majority of his compatriots, a “cultural
Muslim.” I will never forget the conversa-
tion in which he challenged me with a
question I was unable to answer. “When
will the Christian conscience of the most moral nation of
the world awaken and make it come to our rescue?”

Questions like these and my own experience of the war
made me increasingly critical of American passivity. Along
with innocent children and elderly people, a friend of
mine was killed on a street in Sarajevo while waiting with a
plastic container for water. He was a retired university pro-
fessor and a Greco-Latin scholar. At the time of his death,
I was examining his manuscript translation of one of the
works of a Croat reformer and disciple of Martin Luther,
Matthias Flacius Illyricus. After that incident I knew that I
could no longer attempt to reconcile a pacifist attitude
with my moral convictions.

Since my early youth, both my heart and mind have
leaned toward pacifist positions. Bosnia has changed all of
that. In November 1991 the Croatian city of Vukovar was
totally destroyed and its hospital population massacred.
All of this took place less than 20 miles from my home in
the city of Osijek, which almost suffered the fate of Vuko-
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I found myself
arguing

like a military
strategist,

not a minister:
“Take out
their artillery

their supply

var. After this destruction was repeated throughout many
places in Bosnia I began to argue that the only way to stop
Serbian aggression was to undertake a resolute military ac-
tion, preferably surgical air strikes by NATO against Serb
military positions. “Take out their artillery and cut the Ser-
bian supply lines over the Drina River [from Belgrade]
and the war will soon be over!” I caught myself arguing, as
if I were a military strategist and not a Christian minister.
Brutality after brutality revealed that the only language
these powerful and ruthless aggressors understand is the
language of greater power.

As the president of the Protestant-Evangelical Council of
Croatia and Bosnia (the only ecumenical body in these coun-
tries), I pleaded in press interviews and elsewhere for the
U.S. totake the leadin resolving the Bosnian
crisis. I know that this perplexed some of my
pacifist friends and even angered a few of
my ministerial colleagues in Serbia. But this
was the only stance I could take and still live
with my own conscience.

I have never been driven by tribal in-
stincts. I am a native Slovenian who has
lived in both Serbia (Belgrade) and Bosnia
(Banja Luka and Sarajevo), each for about
two years. I am now a citizen of Croatia
where I have pastored and taught theology
for over two decades. Currently I divide my
time between teaching in New England
and Christian ministry in Croatia and
Bosnia. My wife is Croatian, though her fa-
ther is half German and her mother an eth-
nic Czech. She came from Serbia where her father was pas-
toring when we met as students of theologyin Ge rmany. We
are “not confused, just well mixed,” as Robert Frost once
said of himself. I can say with a clear conscience that I have
no ethnic ax to grind. My reflections and attitudes are the
expression of my Christian convictions and my experience.

HE WAR in Bosnia must be understood, at least
on an initial level, as a consequence of the amaz-
ing collapse of communist regimes in 1989-1990.
To many of the countries of Eastern Europe and
of the former Soviet Union, this collapse did not bring the
anticipated “freedom, peace and prosperity.” Initial eu-
phoria and unrealistic expectations about the imminent
arrival of full-fledged democracy and a thriving economy
had to give way to prolonged and painful periods of transi-

Peter Kuzmic teaches at Gordon-Conwell Theological Semi-
nary in South Hamilton, Massachusetts.
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tion and many disappointments. During a recent visit in
Moscow, for example, I was told by a member of the Rus-
sian Duma, “We do not have a democracy here; we are in
a dangerous state of anarchy, which is creating space for
another dictatorship.” When I asked him who actually

The twists of Balkan history

UG(SOUTH)O-SLAVIA was

created at a conference table

at the end of World War I,

initially as a kingdom of
Serbs, Croats and Slovenes, with a
Serbian monarch. Later the name was
changed to “The Land of South Slavic
Peoples,” which following World War
II became a socialist federation con-
sisting of six republics and two au-
tonomous provinces. Yugoslavia was
sometimes referred to as the “India of
Europe”because of its ethnic and reli-
gious complexity.

In addition to its five major Slavic
nationalities, Serbs, Croats, Slovenes,
Macedonians and Montenegrins, it
has also been a home to several na-
tional minorities, of which 2 million
Albanians comprise the largest seg-
ment. To this multiethnic picture add
diverse histories, two alphabets and
three main religions, and you will un-
derstand the bewilderment and con-
fusion of so many Western reporters
and analysts who endeavor to explain
“who is who” and interpret the causes
and effects of the latest Balkan wars.

Bosnia (the northern part) and
Herzegovina (the southern part), situ-
ated in the Balkan peninsula, were rec-
ognized as an independent country in
1992. The Slavs settled this area in the
seventh century. In 1991 Bosnia-
Herzegovina’s 51,564 square kilome-
ters were home to 4.8 million people
of whom 44 percent were Bosnian
Muslims, 31 percent Bosnian Serbs,
17 percent Bosnian Croats and 8 per-
cent others. These figures were radi-
cally altered by the war in Bosnia
which started in 1992 and caused ex-
tensive displacement and casualties.

The Romans occupied the area now
known as Bosnia in the first century

CHRISTIAN CENTURY February 21, 1996

B.C. In 395 A.D. it became part of the
West Roman Empire, and since the
Great Schism between eastern and
western forms of Christianity in 1054
A.D. it has remained under the juris-
diction of the Roman Catholic
Church. Yet due to its geographic iso-
lation as a landlocked, mountainous
region, the impact of Christianity on
Bosnia was minimal until the tenth
century. In the 12th century the Bosni-
an sovereign the “Ban” Kulin laid the
foundations for an autonomous (inde-
pendent of both Rome and Byzan-
tium) Bosnian church whose adher-
ents were known as the “Bogomils.”

In the 15th and 16th centuries the
religious history of Bosnia-Herzegov-
ina took another turm when the Turks,
followers of Islam, extended their con-
trol over Bosnia (1463) and Herzegov-
ina (1482). With the occupation came
widespread conversions to Islam,
largely for economic or political rea-
sons. In the late 19th century, when
the Turks were defeated, tensions
arose in Bosnia between the Croats
who welcomed the new Austro-Hun-
garian rule in 1878 and the Bosnian
Muslims who opposed it. Tensions ex-
ploded in the Bosnian capital, Saraje-
vo, in 1914, when a Serbian nationalist
assassinated the Austro-Hungarian
archduke. This event was the infamous
spark that ignited World War I.

Protestantism arrived in Bosnia
with the Austrians who established
the first Lutheran communities in the
country. Only a few of these commu-
nities still exist. All the Protestants in
Bosnia-Herzegovina together total
only 0.04 percent of the population.
Bosnia-Herzegovina has fewer evan-
gelical believers than any other coun-
try in Europe. —PK
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ruled in Moscow, he shot back a one-word answer, “Mafia!”

There and elsewhere in the post-1989 period, the con-
trolling communist ideology (singular) has all too often
been replaced by uncontrollable and conflicting nationalist
ideologies (plural) and movements. Forces that commu-

nism had suppressed began to ex-
plode. Nationalism and religion are
two key actors in the painful drama.
These two factors very often go hand-
in-hand in a crusade to reclaim a
monopoly on spiritual and moral life.
This powerful synthesis of ethnicity,
religion and culture is one of the most
dangerous enemies of the progress
and peaceful transformation of post-
communist nations. In its regressive
forms, it powerfully appeals to indi-
viduals and groups who remain
‘democratically and ecumenically illit-
erate. These antimodern and irra-
tional movements hinder the free de-
velopment of democracy and the
growth of genuinely free pluralistic
societies. The tragic events in former
Yugoslavia are the most radical and vi-
olent expression of these processes.

The Bosnian carnage lasted far too
long. Over 200,000 mostly innocent
people have been killed and close to
3 million have become homeless
refugees. All of this in the middle of
Europe at the end of the 20th centu-
ry. Indescribable brutality, torture
and killing of unarmed civilians, con-
centration camps, mass rapes, ethnic
cleansing, the destruction of entire
towns and villages, spiteful disrup-
tion of agreed-upon cease-fires, ob-
struction of humanitarian relief and
the taking hostage of UN peacekeep-
ers is only a partial catalog of intolera-
ble crimes which were tolerated by
the international community.

HIS MODERN-DAY sav-

agery, its multiple causes

and principal players as well

as the role of the interna-
tional community is well document-
ed in a recent TV series “Yugoslavia:
Death of a Nation,” shown first on
the BBC and then on the Discovery
Channel between Christmas and
New Year's. This extraordinary docu-
mentary shows that the war in Bosnia
was not an uncontrollable outbreak
of ancient hatreds, as often claimed
by Western politicians who, in a Pi-
late-like manner, try to wash their

hands of any responsibility for the horror and tragedy they
could have easily stopped at its very inception. This was not
ethnoreligious warfare but rather a territorial war in which
political leaders, with sick ambitions to enlarge their terri-
tories regardless of human cost, manipulated ethnic and
religious sentiments to achieve their inhumane goals.

The chief of these manipulators and the most powerful

proponent of the Greater Serbia project was
the Serbian communist leader Slobodan

Milosevic. He skillfully played the national-
ist card in first suppressing the Albanian ma-
jority in Kosovo and then by empowering
Serbian extremist paramilitary leaders and
other war criminals in Croatia and Bosnia.
With a monopoly on the arms of former Yu-
goslavia and helped by the international
arms embargo, which left the victims of the
Serb aggression defenseless, they quickly
took control of about one-third of Croatia in
1991 and some 70 percent of Bosnia and
Herzegovina in 1992. Their brutality is best
exemplified in the words of the Bosnian

Statements
such as
“Those
people in
the Balkans
have been
fighting for
centuries”’
are simply
not true.

Serb general who is now an indicted war
criminal, Ratko Mladic. The documentary

shows him looking over Sarajevo and in a chilling voice com-
manding his soldiers: “Shell the presidency and the parlia-
ment. Target Muslim neighborhoods-—not many Serbs live
there. Shell them until they are on the edge of madness.”

It is a mistake to regard this con-
flict, as do many in the region, as “the
defense of the Christian West against
the onslaught of fundamentalist
Islam.” It is misleading when Bosni-
ans are labeled “Muslims” without
further explanation. For most of
them, thisis not primarily a religious
designation. Rather, it is the way they
identify themselves culturally. It is
completely inaccurate to describe
Bosnian Muslims as “militant funda-
mentatists” who are a threat to
“Christian Europe.” It cannot be
overemphasized that the genesis of
the war was ideological and territori-
al, not ethnic or religious.

No side in the Bosnianwar is inno-
cent. Bosnian Muslims and Croats
have all committed atrocities and
practiced ethnic clgansing. “All are
sinful” and there is no party to this
war without guilt. Byt not all are
equally guilty. This is why it is so im-
portant to review the génesis of the
war, the role of Belgrade and the goals
for which the war was fought. The in-
ternational community aldo shares a
considerable degree of resgonsibility
for not stopping the caragé when it
was still relatively easy to do fso.

The prolonged anguish in Bosnia is to a great extent an

expression of a vacuum in the arena of global leadership. In

_ support of this assertion, many of my Bosnian friends made

frequent comments that “this could not have happened if

Reagan and Thatcher were still in power.” They were prob-

ably right. Where were the Churchills of this generation,
leaders with moral conviction and the courage to act?

WAS IN BOSNIA when the first
American peacekeeping troops
started arriving in December.
Though some Bosnians are unhap-
py with various aspects of the Dayton peace
agreement, there was a general mood of
warm welcome for the Americans. Saraje-
vans believe they would still be under
lethal mortar and sniper attack were it not
for the U.S.-led NATO bombing of the Ser-
bian military positions last September.
After years of the indiscriminate slaughter
of civilians, it was the unique American
combination of military muscle and robust
diplomacy that brought peace to Bosnia.
I am surprised that so many Americans

are opposed to U.S. involvement in this peacekeeping mis-
sion. The frequent comparison to Vietnam is illegitimate
and betrays ignorance of Balkan history. Such commonly
heard statements as “Those people have been fighting for
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centuries and nobody can stop them” are simply not true.
Different ethnic groups have peacefully coexisted in
Bosnia for ages, and those of us who lived in prewar Sara-
jevo remember it as a creative blend of cultures, a beauti-
ful place of multiethnic civility and tolerance. Warren
Zimmermann, the last American ambassador to Yu-
goslavia, in a perceptive analysis of the bloody dissolution
of the country (Foreign Affairs, March/April 1995) states
that Bosnian “history since the fifteenth-century Turkish
occupation was no more bloody than the history of Eng-
land or France.” He also speaks of “Sarajevo, which for
centuries had been a moving symbol of the civility that
comes from people of different ethnicity living in harmo-
ny.” This vision of peace and harmony in the Balkans
should be the hope and prayer of all God’s people and is
the noble goal which provides justification for the Ameri-
can presence in Bosnia.

But for the past three years Bosnia has been the site of
unthinkable savagery and murder, which raises the issue of
possible war crimes trials. Imagine if the Nuremberg trials
had never taken place. The image of Nazi leaders being
held accountable sent a lasting and worldwide message
that persons responsible for crimes of genocide would not
go unpunished. For the same reasons, it is essential to hold
accountable those who have perpetrated genocide in
Bosnia. New evidence has surfaced since IFOR entered
Bosnia that Serb militias massacred up to 7,000 Bosnian

WOMEN AND
TWENTIETH-CENTURY
PROTESTANTISM

A Call for Papers

Women and Twentieth-Century Protestantism is a three-year program
of historical research designed to generate a fresh and systematic look
at women and Protestantism in the period from 1890 to the present.
The project seeks papers from within the historical discipline on topics
related to women in all varieties and dimensions of twentieth-century
North American Protestantism. It will seek to examine how the
dominant themes of modern Protestant history—institutional
realignments, theological conflict, rising sectarianism, and growing
awareness of racial and cultural diversity--might be modified if women
are taken fully into account. In addition, the project will attempt to
explore how categories of feminist historiography and criticism may be
of help in understanding women's experience within Protestantism.

-

A limited number of $3,000 grants have been set aside to fund article-
length studies by both younger and more senior scholars. The deadline
for proposalsis April 15, 1996. For more information on grants
contact:

Women in Twentieth-Century Protestantism
Andoxer Newton Theological School
Newton Centre, MA 02159-2243

Tel. 617/964-1100, Ext. 292

E-mail: isae@david.wheaton.edu

Funded by a grant from the Pew Chanitable Trusts
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Muslims in eastern Bosnia. U.S. humanrights officials have
now seen firsthand evidence of some of the massacres.

Safeguarding the investigation of war crimes is a neces-
sary component of the NATO operation. Human rights in-
vestigators have for some time expressed concern about
the possible destruction of evidence of war crimes, such as
mass graves. Furthermore, Bosnian Serbs have long
blocked outsiders from visiting sites where they are ac-
cused of burying thousands of bodies. Secretary of State
Warren Christopher has wisely conditioned the release of
grant monies for reconstruction on compliance with the
Dayton agreement’s requirement that all parties cooper-
ate with the War Crimes Tribunal. As was the case for Ger-
mans at the end of World War 11, the Bosnian Serbs must
confront their responsibility for crimes against humanity
before a lasting peace can be established.

HAVE BEEN closely involved in the ministry of recon-
ciliation and in alleviating human suffering in Croat-
ia and Bosnia. I firmly believe that Americans have a
message for Bosnia. And Bosnia has a message for
Americans. George Bernard Shaw wrote: “The worst sin to-
wards our fellow creatures is not to hate them, but to be in-

different to them: that s the essence of inhumanity.”
Western governments were indeed slow and reluctant
in their response to the Balkan crisis. When the war in for-
mer Yugoslavia began in 1991 President George Bush and
Secretary of State James Baker regarded it as a prob-
lem for Europeans to solve. Europe’s snail-pace ne-
gotiations and toothless diplomacy along with many
meaningless UN-brokered cease-fires, empty threats
and vague promises failed to stop the war. As a presi-
dential candidate Clinton made repeated promises to
roll back the Serbian aggression, but failed to fulfill
any of them upon entering the White House. Several
officers of the State Department most directly in-
volved with the situation in former Yugoslavia re-
signed in protest of the inconsistencies and failures of
their government. Some even accused the adminis-
tration of “complicity in genocide.” Columnist
George Will went so far as to describe U.S. policy to-
ward Bosnia as “morally complicit, politically impo-

tent and militarily inconsequential.”

Christians need to pray that all the people of for-
mer Yugoslavia, regardless of their ethnicity and reli-
gion, will have their human rights and dignity re-
stored. Their personal safety and the inviolability of
their property should be assured. We need to be in
the forefront of the search for aiust peace, which will
provide a just solution for all who have been forced to
leave their homes. Their right to return to a peaceful
and safe life in the place of their birth must be guar-
anteed. We should strive td be creative instruments
of reconciliation and courageous defenders of life
and family, demonstrating in humble service our love
for all persons as our neighbors. God calls all of us to
pray for these worthy goals and ministries, and calls
many of us to be active participants in this task of re-
building and renewal. .






US Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) Currently Operating Relief
and Development Programs in the Former Yugoslavia

This guide offers journalists an overview of the work that US-based non-
governmental organizations (NGOs) are doing in the former Yugoslavia to
promote the peace process and provide critical aid to victims of the conflict.

Throughout the contlict, NGOs — the umbrella name for a wide variety of
independent, non-profit, humanitarian organizations — have been involved in
refugee resettlement, ethnic reconciliation, reconstruction, emergency
assistance. medical and mental health care, trauma counseling, food
distribution. agriculture programs and education. The topic index on the
following pages helps vou quickly identify which agencies are doing which.

All the NGOs listed in this guide are members of InterAction, a coalition of
more than 150 humanitarian relief. development and refugee organizations
working in some 160 nations. .\s such, they subscribe to institutional, ethical
and practical standards that aim to promote effectiveness and accountability.

FOR MOREINFORMATIQON, CONTACT:

Mike Kiernan or Michael Briggs Phone: (202) 667-8227, x132/x135
InterAction E-mail: mbriggs@interaction.org

Visit our Web site for more information and daily updates:

http://www.interaction.org

This guide was produced by the Alliance for a Global Community, the communications
program of InterAction. As part of its mission to increase public understanding of relief
and development issues, the Alliance seeks to improve media coverage of humanitarian
assistance and human development issues worldwide.





































































































































































































































































































































































