














December 12, 1996

INFORMATION

MEMORANDUM FOR OFFICE OF THE FIRST LADY
FROM: MATTHEW LORIN/NSC

SUBJECT: Disabled Bosnian Photo-op

On Tuesday, December 17 at 1:30PM the First Lady will meet with 9
disabled Bosnian men and women aged 17 - 38 as well as
assistants, translators and representatives of the International
Rescue Committee (IRC), Disabled Sports/USA (DS/USA) and ITT
Sheraton.

The Bosnians will have just returned from a week as guests of
Disabled Sports/USA in Breckenridge, Colorado where they will
have enjoyed a week’s skiing events courtesy of the ITT
Hartford’s annual Ski Spectacular for Disabled Skiers. They will
also have received donated prosthesis and wheelchair equipment
not available in Bosnia.

Each year, DS/USA hosts a group of guests who represent a
disabled constituency in urgent need of assistance. This year,
the IRC was invited to bring a group from Bosnia who have
suffered war related injuries. The group was flown to the United
Sates courtesy of United Airlines. Lodging was provided by
Beaver Run Resort and Conference Center.

DS/USA, a member of the U.S. Olympic Committee, is the largest
sports and recreation organization in the U.S. for the disabled.
DS/USA serves 60,000 persons nationwide in 88 community-based
chapters. Thousands of those members have become skiers and
racers. The U.S. Disabled Ski Team, many of whom got their start
at DS/USA, is consistently the best in the world.

International Rescue Committee (IRC) began in 1993 when Albert
Einstein requested assistance for anti-Nazi refugees fleeing
Hitler’s terror. Today, IRC is the largest private, non-
sectarian voluntary agency serving refugees worldwide. IRC
currently operates a physical rehabilitation project in Tuzla,
Bosnia.
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| BOSNIAN GUESTS AT THE SKI SPECTACULAR
! December 5 - 15
, Breckenridge, Colorado

At each Ski Spe;:}uculm, DS/USA hosts a group of guests who represent a disabled constituency
in urgent need of assistance. This year, the International Rescue. Cornmittee was invited to bring
a group of people from Bosnia who have suffcred war related injuries. TRC not only identified
the nine disabled Bosnians, but arranged for the necessary government documents for their trave)
and flev/ them 10 Frankﬁm. From there, the group was flown 1o the U.S. as guests of United
Airlines. Lodgin% bas been provided by Beaver Run Resort and Conterence Center.

The gue:sts are: '|

Faruk Sabanovit'l!, 21, Sarajevo. Before the war in his country started, Faruk studied electro- -
technical enginecrf.ng and applied mathematics. When the war started, he joined the army with
dreams v f finishing his education after the war. Injured in March of 1995, Faruk spent eight
months 11 physical rchabilitation. In Noveraber, 1993, after surgery a1t New York’s Maimonides
Madical Center, he went to the Kessler Institute in New Jersey to learn how to cope with his
extensiv: injurics.  Upon returmning to Sarajevo, Faruk established a humnanitarian organization
called ths Center fLr Self-Reliance to help others who are disabled.

' Dzentia FFakic, 23& Safajevo. At the age of 19, she was injured in a shelling attack while

walking ‘o get wat:'ltr with her sister and friends. Dzentia comes to Breckenridge with a strong
desire to iive her life as it was before her injury. She is employed by Radio Bosnia &
Herzegovina, and has compleled course in Computers and English. Her philosophy is simple “. .
. only wten something happens 0 you, you know how powerfu! you are, and then one (decides)
to give up or win.

Ewmir M: glic, 28, Travik. A veteran of the Bosnian army, Emir was injured in 1995 during a
shelling zitack. Duiring his rehabilitation in Tuzla, Emir began playing wheelchair basketball for

-a team called the Véterans,

Selma Sakic, 22, Grancanica. Injured in a grenade antack in 1992, Selma has had many
surgeries sn her road to recovery. She plans 10 go back 1o school to finish her studies in
economic:. \ :

RECEIVED FROM:212 551 3181
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Kadir :a Nukic, 29, Srebrenica. Kadira her arem in a shelling attack in 1933. In that same
attack, she lost her seven year old daughter. In July of 1995 when Srebrenica was overrun by
Serbia ) army, her husband and four of her brothers-in-law were killed. Four months later, while
living 1 a collective center, a shell exploded outside her home, killing her five year old son.

Himzi, a Sehic, 58 Olava. An army veteran, Himzija lost his anm in 1993. He worked as a

foremzn in 8 wobd {actory before the war. Himija is married with two children, and hopes to
return ;0 work after the war.

Senad HethVlc, 3S, Zenica. Thc oldest member of our group of special guests, Senad, an
army v:iteran, was injured in 1995 when he was shot near the town of Vitez. Senad takes
computer courses and works for a railroad construction firm. He is also a member of the

Bosnia s champ1on wheelchair baskctball team.

Rijad Folic, 17, Bugoyno Injured when he stepped on a land mine, Rijad is the youngest
membe: of the Bosnian guests. He lives as refugee in Bugojno.

I
Edina l!]raktare‘mc, 26, Srebrenica. Edina works in a social center for the disabled and has a
degree in computcr graphics. She is also studying to be a coach for the disabled.

|

RECEIVED FROM: 212 551 318!
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Forsaery Nosiana) R aficappod Sparo "If I can do this, I can do anything’™
TO: Steve Solarz/Bobbi Avancena
FROM: Kirk Bauer
DATE: October 1, 1996

Disabled Sports USA, a member of the United States Olympic
Comimittee, is the largest sports and recreation organization in the
nation serving children and adults with physical disabilities.

DS/USA plans to host, at its annual SKI SPECTACULAR, a group
of Bosnians who have been disabled by the conflict in their country.
The SKI SPECTACULAR s the largest winter sports event for
disabled people in the United States and will be held December 8-15,
1996, at Breckenridge Ski Resort in Colorado.

New sports wheelchairs, the latest artificial prostheses, and adapted ski
equipment, worth thousands of dollars, will be giver to the
participants.

Each year at the SKI SPECTACULAR, DS/USA hosts a special
group of guests who symbolize a disabled constituency in urgent need
of assistance. In the past, this has included disabled Russian
veterans from the Afghan War; innocent victims of crime who have
been permanently disabled; and special need children of Viemam
veterans.

After the event on December 15, the Bosnian delegation wiil Ye
flown from Denver to Washington, DC, compliments of United '\
Avrlines. They will attend the Christnas in Washington performahce
at the National Theater and be special guests of President Clintoh
and Chairman Gerald Greenwald of United Airlines, which is \
sponsoring Christrnas in Washington.

DS/USA will provide support to the Bosnian guests, totalling $117,000.
Specifically, the following support will be provided:

Faw ¢ 5012370968
O 301)2170963 LA
: . New high tech prostheses, provided by the orthotics industry
il dncyeiioen org to amputee participants. The value is $50,000.
-’D::ﬂUSAm&
Yol lh f Sports wheelchairs for all paraplegic participants. The value
“dsu Mldnoa homl is $8,000.
OCT 81 96 16:13 31 217 @368 PAGE. B2
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4 Ski equipment adapted for paraplegics and other disabled
skiegs. The value is $10,000.

* Fifteen roundtrip airfares on United Airlines, from Milan,
Italy, to Denver, Colorado via Washington, DC, and
+ transpartation to the ski resort. Included will be a stop over
in Washington, DC, on the return mrip. The value is $25,000.

¥ Seven days of lodging at the lumury Beaver Run Resort,
adjacent to the ski slopes at Breckenridge and headquarters
for the SKI SPECTACULAR. The value js $8,400.

. Avi‘vggkofskiliﬁﬁt‘kbtsforallpazﬁcipanm. The value is
$3,600.

* A week of adapted ski instruction for disabled participants by
" the top instructors in the country. The valueis $3,780.

3 A week of training for three ski instructors in adapted ekiing
techniques by the top trainess In the country. The value i§
$1,260.

' Food for 15 guests for the week. The value is $4,200.

. Desgnated 12 volunteers to act as hosts for the Bosnian
guests at the Dulles Internarional Ajrport, Denver
" International Airport and Breckenridge Ski Resort. The
valie for food and lodging for the volunteers is $3,360.

DS/USA needs

= Assistance in identifying 15 Bosnians between the ages of 18-
30 with spinal cord injury or with leg amputations.

* Assistance in expediting Passport and Visa applications for
the Bosanian dclegation.

¥ Transportation from Basnia to Milas, Italy, and return t0
Bosnia. (United Airlines will fly them from Milan.)

AY

% A government official t0 attend the SKI SPECTACULAR <

and belp bost the Bosnian guests. K (necessary * .

.84
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TuEsbAY, March 19, 1996

Power Ball

- YEAR AGO both House and Senate passed
bills conferring line-itemn veto authority on the
= president. It looked as if this transfer of power
would be one of the first major acts of the mew
Republican Congress, but then the rather different
bills disappeared from view. Only now, at the sup-
posed behest of Senate majority leader and presump-
tive Republican presidential nominee Bob Dole, has a
conference committee produced a compromise.

Only one small detail remains to be worked out: the
effective date. One of the reasons the bill was set
aside last year was that the Republicans, while
professing to believe in the veto, were reluctant to
give it to a Democratic president. They want to pass
the bil—Mr. Dole wants to show he can produce—
but do they give Bill Clinton the power before the
election or defer it untll afterward? They haven’t
decided.

- The power question is absolutely the right one to
ask. The line-item veto has been sold as .a. fiscal

device. Just give the president this extra clout, and he

will quickly tame not oaly the deficit but also the
congressional propensity to spend that produces-it.
That's what Ronald Reagan used to say, and Gearge
Bush after him, and now Mr. Clinton to a lesser
‘degree. Mr. Raganmpamaﬂarfomdtheargxmt
-amvenient; it helped him to deflect respousihlity for
budget deficits that his own policies had had the major
Tole in creating. By 1995, having called for the veto
for so long, the Republicans had no chaice but to vote
for it, even though, as the party in power, they were
saying in effect, we have to save us from ourselves.
Our own sense has been that the veto likely won't

do that much to reduce the deficit—certamly not as
much as its supporters claim. What it will produce
instead is a huge mcrease in the power of the
president relative to Congress in fiscal and non-fiscal
affairs alike. Currently when he is sent a bill, he has to
sign or veto it in its enﬁmty. Congress* has the
packaging power; he can't approve the parts he likes
and not the rest. The lineitem bill will let him pick
and choose. He will be able to single out for veto
individual appropriations items, any increases in non-
apprupriation or entitlement spending and certain
“targeted” tax cuts that have 100 or fewer beneficia-
ries (though the tax break language is bhury; the
Re;:t.:‘)l?hansaren’tthatkeenonhavmgtaxbmaks
vel

But the deficit hasn’t grown up in recent years by
virtue of individual spending mcareases or tax cuts
tucked into larger bills aver presidential opposition. It
is structural; it exists because of major tax and/or
spending decisions that have-been made over: the
years by both mm&s and both branches acting
together.

Whatthehn&xtembiﬂrqumtsxsavolmtary
statrtory shift in the constitutianal balance of power.
Presidents are always trading for votes in Congress.
Now the president’s bargammg power will be much
greater than before. If he turns the searchlight on a
particular project, benign or not, it will requre not a
majority but a two-thirds vote of both houses to
survive. How many individual members will be able to
stand up to firepower like about this
bill as if it has to do with budgets. In fact, it has to do
with a great deal more. ‘

How Much Is Too Much?

UPPORTERS OF campaign finance reform in

the District are of the opinion that any amount

above the current lmits on contributions to
mayoral, oouncil and school board candidates is too
much. For them, the present $50 lid on contributions
for school board and council ward races and the $100
limit for council at-large and mayoral contests are just
about right. District residents saw it the same way in
November 1992 when they overwhelmingly approved
the present limits in a voter-sponsored initiative. If the
city council gets its way, however, those limits soon
will be history.

Apparently a majority of the city counal and Mayor
Barry have concluded that the current Limits are too
low. They have made fund-raising more onerous and
time-consuming, at a time when cmpaign expenses
for such political staples as media and mailings are
increasing and when collecting money on a retail basis
is made all the more difficult because crime-wary
atizens won't answer knocks on their doors from
strangers.

But councl members want it known that they
weren’tJust thinking of themselves this month when
they tentatively voted to reverse the November 1992
dedsion and raise contributions limits tenfold. If it's
tough on well-known officials such as themselves to
raise money, just think of the poor unknown challeng-
ers who need to gather even more funds to get their
names before the public. The current skimpy hmits

mean that newcomers, instead of addressing issues,
must spend more time trying to scrape together
enough funds to mount a credible campaign.

Of course, the counal isn't exactly being selfless.
Hiking the limits up to the proposed level of $500 in
ward races, $1,000 in at-large council contests and
$2,000 for mayor will make it easier for incumbents
to amass their war chests.

If this sounds like a case for keeping the current
limits or keeping hands off the law because it was
adopted at the polls, it’s not meant to be. And we've
said before that the current contribution Lmits work
to the disadvantage of challengers and the advantage
of political action committees, or PACs, which aren’t
constrained by limits on mdividual contnbutions. As
the last mayoral race fllustrated, specal interests and
PACs have an affmity for each other.

When the counal overturned the expensive right-
to-shelter mitiative in the late 1980s, it struck us as a
reasonable action. Something should be done in this
tase. Individual Lmits can be raised without doing
violence to the goal of keeping elected office within
reach of candidates of modest means. There is no
standard or conforming rule to be followed in setting
contribution kmits in local races. A rule of reason-
ableness ought to govern. Ultimately the voter—who
has the choice of either putting the issue back on the
fall ballot or of supporting the council’s actions—will
decide which it will be. That too is as it should be.




U.S. first lady set to visit Greece
By ANTHEE CARASSAVAS=

ATHENS, March 13 (UPI) U.S. first lady Hillary Rodham Clinton plans to
visit Greece later this month to attend celebrations marking the 100th
anniversary of the Olympic Games, officials said Wednesday.

““We invited her and the initial White House response relayed to us
through the Foreign Ministry is that she's coming,'' Athens municipal
spokesman Vassilis Tsalamangas told United Press International.

U.S. dinlomats inr Athens said they ~“anticipate to scon have a detailed
schedule of her trip.''

Greece plans to re-enact the 1896 Olympics in Athens April 6 as part of
celebrations marking the centennial of the Games' revival.

The re-enactment marks the pinnacle of events set to begin March 30 with
the traditional lighting of the Olympic flame by the sun's rays at the ancient
city of Olympia, some 100 miles (180 kilometers) west of Athens.

“"This is the event Mrs. Clinton will most likely attend,'' a U.S.
diplomat said.

Her visit to Greece will come two months after U.S. President Bill
Clinton intervened in a near-war episode between Athens and Ankara over claims
to a rocky, uninhabited islet in the southeast Aegean Sea.

On Tuesday, officials in Ankara said Mrs. Clinton would visit Turkey by
the end of the month but declined to say whether her trip would precede or
follow attendance of the Olympic celebrations in Greece.

The Olympic Games get their name from an ancient festival celebrated with
competitions in athletics, poetry and music every four years at Olympia in
honor of the mythological god Zeus.

Athens was chosen to host the first Olympiad in 1896 when the Games were
revived.

For years, Athens held a bitter grucdge over its lrzes to Atlanta of the
1995 centennial games. Only this year <id ic set aside its bitterness by
bidding to host the 2004 Olympics.

kkkk filed by:UPI-(=--) on 03/13/96 at 05:51EST *#%%%
***x* printed by:WHPR(JEL) on 03/13/96 at O08:50EST ***%
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FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
REMARKS FOR BOSNIAN HUMANITARIAN EVENT
THE WHITE HOUSE
JANUARY 29, 1996

[Acknowledgments]

I am grateful to have this opportunity to join all of you
here at the White House for an event that offers so much hope for
the people of Bosnia and for the world.

This gathering represents an extraordinary commitment of
religious and non-denominational organizations to humanitarian
relief in the region. As a Methodist, I am proud that my own
church is one of those involved.

Every day the world bears witness to the terrible legacy of
war in the former Yugoslavia. As you arrived here today, you may
have seen the World Vision exhibit of drawings and photographs by
Bosnian children that is on display downstairs. These pictures
are at once remarkable, and heartbreaking.

To see the conflict through children's eyes reminds us that
children bear a special burden in war. Not only are they robbed
of their loved ones, and of their homes, schools, and
communities, they are robbed of their spirit. Today, the children
of Bosnia are truly the world's orphans.

Thankfully, the process of reconciliation and rebuilding =--
and the process of healing -- has begun.

When my husband returned from Bosnia earlier this month, he
was extremely encouraged by what he had seen there -- not just
the presence of the NATO peace-keeping forces, but the prospects
for peace that the United States helped negotiate in Dayton,
which appear to be taking root.

We all know that a permanent peace will not come easily to a
place where neighbors have turned against neighbors and hatreds
among different groups have undermined the larger Bosnian
community.

The war claimed thousands of lives. Countless people have
been brutally victimized because of their ancestry. Like
children, women have endured particularly tragic consequences of
the conflict in Bosnia. Rape is an ugly face of every war; but in
Bosnia, women were purposely branded and violated -- raped as a

1



tactic of war.

Now the people of Bosnia must cope with the scars of that
particularly vicious form of physical and emotional violence.

That we can be hopeful at all about the future of Bosnia is
in part a measure of the contributions your organizations are
making on the ground there every day. The process of rebuilding,
and healing, would be much harder without non-governmental
organizations and private voluntary organizations working at the
grassroots level to provide food, clothing, medicine, and other
services to people whose lives have been shattered by war.

Women's groups and organizations, in particular, have
undertaken special efforts to help rape victims begin to rebuild
their lives and the lives of their families.

I think I speak for all Americans when I thank you for your
ongoing commitments to so many important projects. We admire and
applaud the talent, energy, skill and resources of all the
organizations represented here have lent to help repair a country
and a people so badly in need.

Just as you recognize the work that still remains do be done
on many fronts in Bosnia, so does our government. Today I am
pleased to announce that, through the United States Agency for
International Development and the State Department's Bureau of
Population, Refugees, and Migration, the United States will
support a new relief initiative in Bosnia focusing on children
and families.

Our partners in this effort will be the Catholic Relief
Services and the International Orthodox Christian Charities. This
marks the first time these two groups have embarked on a project
together. Their participation, along with church groups, Islamic
associations, local NGOs, and professional associations is a
crucial step in promoting religious reconciliation in Bosnia.

The religious charities are committed to providing relief
not simply to one religious group or another, not to one
community or another, but to all people in Bosnia who need
assistance.

It is this kind of courageous cooperation that must be
emulated throughout the region if peace is to hold. CRS and IOCC
deserve our thanks and support for pledging to work together on
behalf of people of all faiths.

The new initiative that the United States has agreed to
support will expand the Psychosocial Trauma Recovery Project that
Catholic Relief Services has been operating for one year. The
project already has provided skills for para-professionals
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working in refugee centers in Sarajevo. It has helped
psychologists and social workers there treat war-related
psychological trauma. And it has allowed for the selection and
training of 17 professionals who, in turn, will train others in
Tuzla and Sarajevo, two areas with large populations suffering
the effects of war-related trauma.

It is sometimes easy, for those of us who are not working on
the front lines every day, to forget how difficult the process of
healing is in a place so ravaged by war and hatred. And it's
easy, in the comfort of our own secure lives, to overlook the
desperation that greets the people of Bosnia as they go about
their daily business.

Imagine, for a moment, what life must be like now for a 13-
year-old boy I read about recently. During the war, he had been
forced to watch as soldiers beat and hanged his father, and then
as they raped his younger sister and mother.

An entire generation of children -- and families -- in
Bosnia have been subjected to this kind of emotional and
psychological devastation.

So again, I thank all of you for your efforts to help the
people of Bosnia regain some semblance of comfort, security and
hope for the future. I thank Catholic Relief Services and the
International Orthodox Christian Charities for helping pave the
way to reconciliation and rebuild the trust that has been broken
in Bosnia.

As Americans, we can be proud to join in their efforts.
Thank you very much.

[Introduce next speaker]
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Women and the Bosnian Peace Process

Resources: Barbara Smith, Mary Diaz, Jane Olson, Nancy Rubin
Intermational Rescue Committee
Women’s Cormunission for Refuge Women and Children
Barbara & Mary 212/551-3089 (Barbara is expert in the health
field and is in Bosnia until early April)
Jane Olson 818/792-0250 (has visited Bosnia dozens of times and is
involved in hands-on projects with women refugees)
Nancy Rubin 202/244-8247 (leaving soon for Bosnia)

Lael Staegall Deiphi AID grantee 202/544-5111 (home number)
The Delphi International STAR Project has number of community programs
in Bosnia such as coopcrative laundrics

Jock Covey, Senior Foreign Service Offficer, Chief of Staff to Carl Bildt High
Representative for Peace Implementation Process located in Sarajevo
Julia Cohen State Dept. Population Refugee Migration Bureau

0 Women and girls constitute the vast majority (up to 80%) of the nation’s 2.7 million
refugees. Some 60% of the women are widows.

0 A majority of the reconstruction money is going to infrastructure projects. The former
Yugoslovia has a high percentage of female architects and engineers (higher than in the US).
Most of the construction projects funded by humanitarian aid during the war did not include
women. There are no indications that local construction companics hircd to do building projects
will seek to include women. Similar to race conditionality tied to US aid to South Africa, the US
could condition its aid to Bosnia to bringing women into the infrastructure projects.

0 Humanitarian aid supplied by Saudi Arabia and Iran reportedly is conditioned with
reference to women and employment, dress, and decorum. It ts important that US aid be
conditioned to balance this.

0 Women kept the schools open during the war and started a large number of mental health
projects. Women without professional credentials were trained to teach and to be counselors.
Efforts should be made not to displace these women with persons who do have credentials but no
war-time cxpcricnce at thc community level.

o Women's economic status is particularly important since there are large number of
women-headed households in Bosnia now due to the high rate of divorce during the war couple
with the death of soldiers.

0 There is an increased alcohol supply in Bosnia now and with it an increase in domestic
violence. At least some of the International Police Training Force monitors who supervise
training should be qualified to deal with domestic violence and rape.
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Ms, Julia Cohen Jamuay 25,

Bureau of Population, Refugees & Mignstion
fax: 202-663-3059

Dexr Julla,

Happy New Year! Hope your holidays were happy and that you are well.

I have recestly asked one of owr program directars at the Marie Stopes office in
Split, to dewccide tho “reality” for women refugens since the pesco initiativos.

While evexyous is hopoful for the furure results of the Dayton peace aocard, the
difficultics experienced by the wamen of the forthaer Yugoslavia are #till considerable. Jus
as before, psycho-soom) progeams will Rufll 8 wemendous need for wowten who arc
struggling 0 rebuild, Although happy and gratcful for an cod 1o the war, womean continue
to frce new challonges and tranma, Qur centers have scen a hugo increase in the demand
for cournes on ldiis which not only raise self-estvem, but can also aid ia now job scarches,
such as foreign language ekilly and iaformation tectnology. Marie Stopes' progmms
cottinue to play a crucial rule In helping womea rebuild their comppmites.

Benause of your kind interest in Marls Stopes Internationals program of
asxistanoe, | thought you may be imerested in this updete, | hve just retumod from g visit
t0 severy) of the MSI sites tn Croatia and Bosaia. While the Living cO(inons and personal
s10ries of the women I et there were painful and horrible, theis spirits and suvogth were

trul .
% *w fod Sroc to commact me if you are intorested in further information..

witk Kind Rogards,
\.) 0 M M Jilt McGrath Joocs
cc Devclopment
MW Maric Stopes, Intarpstional
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WORKING WITH WOMEN ON THE ROAD TO PEACE &
RECONCILIATION

Thbe Dayton poace agreement eavisagos & prooass of reconciliation in which people who
have been driven from their homes oow bave the right to retwmn. However, for the vast
majority of the two million refugecs « 80% of whom ero women and chiidren - the jdcals
of the eccord are an itnposslble dregm. Indeed, the beginning of psaco will inltiaze now
trauma

Mort of the refugoos Rom the tarTitories now occupied by the Bosman Serbs will never
retum. Some are newly exiled after the final stagos of ethoic cleansing, Others have spent
over three yoars in eaforoed idleness in cramped collective conters with no end to their
refugee conditian in sight. Yet othara, already displaced several times, face further
involuntary resettlement in areas where they havo 1o roots. Country people are being
placed in overcrowded towna utban people in irolated villagea. For these women and
their fawilics, the cycle of disorientation and suffering is relentless.

Even for those from arcas now lfborated, the prospect of revum is oo simple matter, The
dread of finding one's home destrayed beyond repair or occupied by another family poses
an impossiblc dilcouna, Nejea's case s typical. She is tho mother of three young children
living in & singlo room in & refugee center on the Delmation Coast. Should she contimie in
this dependent and clmusstropbobic eavirornen for the sake Of guaranteed meals and
schooling for her children? Ot should she take her fanily back to their village in Boan{a
-and try 10 rebuild tbeir bome, meamatiic wubjecting thom 10 a life without basic amexuities,
in an area littered with landmines, and wheze the chances of employraent ere mbimal?

For women trapped in the besleged citles such as Sarajevo, Gorazde and Bihac, the caain
prooccupadon during the war was phytical survival for themselves and thair families.
Now tho shelling and sniplng bas ceased and they have tirne to teflect oa their shattered
lives. It is not surprising that the symptoms of trauma are surfacing and ohronic
deprezsion is aetting ln. The Weorld Xeslth Orgerizmion already seports an incewase in the
nurnbar of méntal baslth problems and suicides iri Sarajovo since the ccaso-fire, and
predicts further growth in poat-traumatio steess disorders following the peace agreemern.

Meanwhile, with the breakdown in social nishiras and comnmnity fifo, there is an
cacalation of prostitution, dooestlc violence and unplanned pregnancies, panticulady
among teenagers - 1 phenomenon virtually unknown befotg the war. Tecnago girls, mere
ohildren whren the war began, bave had scant aocess to reproductive health eduoation, let
alono contracoptives. These problems will be @acerbatod as the men, jobless and
damonulizad, return from the frootline,

Bearaavement, sexval abuse, moatha of contirual sholling and saiping, loss of home ana
livelihood « all have taken their prychalogical tofl on women. Yet many have had to take
on an additiona) burden a3 single parent and family head. Some will have to readjust yel
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agein as thelr men retum. Others raust continue in this role, their mea kiiled or missing.
"Mixed* marriages have boen put under great strain; ofien the couple has soparated and
again the woruan (iods hevself in the unfamillar and onerous role of single parent.
Whatever thalr aircurasntagwes, women need to be emotionally sirong {f they sre to help
themsotves and their families rebulld thair their lives. '

Prolonged trauraa and social disorder are major obstaclas on the road to poacc-building
and rapprochancent. Paycho-social programs bavo a crucial role In helping women to
renow their lives and (hose Of their fantlies, and etart their conununities on tbe long road
hack to reconcilistjon.
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February 2t, 1996

Mr. Jock Covey

Chief of Staff

Office at the High Representative of the
Peace Implementation Conterence
Sarajevo

Dear Mr. Covey,

Because of your central responsibilities in the implementation of the Dayton Peace
Accords, we write to bring your attention to several critical issues affecting women in the
former Yugoslavia. We are particularly concerned that nowhere do the Accords specifically
address women’s needs or rights. Yet, so many women have been ravaged by ethnic
cleansing, conflict and dislocation, and human rights abuses, including forced pregnancies
and torture by rape. Women’s groups in the region have been among the most active and
vocal forces for peace. In the months and years ahead women’s full participation ‘in the
peace process and reconstruction is essential for their success. The following are a few areas
where your attention to women’s rights can make an enormous contribution to reconciliation

and a lasting peace.

Police Monitors: Making women’s physical and mental security a main objective of
the peace process is crucial to rebuilding society. Women have not only been traumatized in
war, but have reason to fear local, increased incidences of violence, including domestic
violence and further abuses by the police. For example, when the UN Protected Areas were
demilitarized, soldiers simply changed uniforms from green to blue and were issued new
badges, often continuing their campaign of terror. Similar re-badging took place in
Sarajevo’s exclusion zone. We hope that the international police monitors can help forestall
abusive actions by the new “local police.” [n this connection, we wish to inquire whether
plans have heen made to assure that the civilian police monitors are skilled and experienced
in dealing with trauma victims, inctuding survivors of rape? What portion of these civilian
police monitors are women? Which other personnel have received training in dealing with
gender-related abuses, including inter alia domesti¢ violence?














