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Surita Sandosham

Equality Now

226 West 58th Street

New York, New York 10019

Tel; 212-586-0906
FAX: 586-1611

Anne T. Goldstein
21 Eighth Street, S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20003

Tel: 202-6€02-9640

Dorothy Q. Thomas

and

Joanna Weschier

Human Rights Watch

485 Fifth Avenue

New York, New York 10017-6104

Tel: 212-972-8400
FAX: 972-0905

Susannah Sirkin

Physicians for Human Rights
100 Boylston Stureet

Suite 702

Boston, Massachusetts 02116

Tel: 617-695-0041
FAX. 695-0307

Marshal Freeman

[oternational Women's Rights Action Watch
301- 19th Avenue South

Minneapolis, Minn, 55455

Tel: 612-625-5557
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Tl Merrick

Internatlonal Center tor Rescarch on Women
1717 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W.

Suite 302

Washington, D.C. 20036

Tel: 202-797-0007
FAX: 7970020

Mahnaz Afkhamt
Sisterhaod Is Global

4343 Montgomery Avenue
Suite 201

Bethesda, Md. 20814

Tel: 301-657-2017
FAX: 657-4381%

-

Rosa C. Biceno

Women, Law and Development Internatiynal
1350 Connectlcut Avenue, N.W.

Suite 407

Washington, D.C. 20036-1701

Tel: 202-463-7477
FAX: 463-7480

Jean Gore
women's International League for Pcace and
Freedom, U.S. Section

Rhonda Copeloo

Intornational Womco'as Human Rights Law
Clinic

CUNY Law School

65-21 Main Stceet

Flushing, New York 11367

Tel: 718-575-4329
FAX: $75-4478
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Felice D, Gaur

The Jacob Blaustein Institute for the
Advancement of Human Rights

165 East 56th Street

New York, New York 10022

Tel; 212-751-4000, Ext. 314
FAX: 7514017

Patricia L. Rengel

Amnesty International, USA
777 UN Plaza

New York, New York 10017

Tel: 212-867-8878
FAX: 370-0183

Gay J. McDougall

International Human Rights Law Group
1601 Connecticut Avenue, N.W,

Suite 700

Washington, D.C. 20009

Tel: 202-232-8500

Marjorie Lightman

laternational League for Human Rights
432 Park Avenue South

New York, New York 10016

Tecl: 212-684-1221
FAX: 684-1696

Charlotte Holstein
314 Kimber Road
Syracusc, New York 13224

Tel: 315-448-8731
FAX: 448-8733

Mr. Firuz Kazemzadeh

Natlonal Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of
the US

1320 19th Streer, N.W.

Suite 701

Washington, D.C. 20039

Tel: 202-833-8990
FAX: 833-8988

-—

Karin Ryan

Human Rights Program
Tue Carter Center

One Copenhill

Atlanta, Georgia 30307

Tel: 404-420-5183
FAX:  420-5196

o

Charlotte A. Bunch

Center for Women's Global Leadership
The State University of New Jersey
Rutgers

27 Clifton Avenue

New Brunswick., New Jersey 08903

Tel: 908-932-8782 }
FAX: 932-1180

Marian Chatfleld-Taylor
519 Taugwonk Road
Stoninglon, Connecucut 06378

Tel: 203-535-2580

Linda Cimino
Conngeticut Coalition Against Domestic
Violence
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Woodstock Theological Center Georgetown University

Washington, DC

From the Director’s Desk. . .

This issue of the Woodstock Report features an
exceptionally thoughtful talk by Donald Shriver, past
president of and currently professor at Union Theological
Seminary in New York. His remarks are based on his
recent book, An Ethic for Enemies: Forgiveness in
Politics (Oxford University Press, 1995).

I must confess to an original feeling of surprise, if not
shock, when I first read the title of his book. Forgive-
ness? In Politics? Forgiveness fits relations between
individual people, not between nations or groups, I
thought. Between large hostile groups, “conflict
resolution”™ or "peace-making” or “reconciliation of
differences” is surely appropriate. But “forgiveness?”

Then I slowly warmed to the idea. First, the more I
pondered, the clearer it became that conflicts will really
not be resolved unless the unfolding steps that Shriver
includes in “forgiveness™ are at the heart of it. Failing
this kind of forgiveness, resentments still smolder, poised
to erupt on yet another day. Second, from the point of
view of Woodstock's mission (“bringing theological
reflection to contemporary social issues"), forgiveness in
politics should certainly rank higher on the priority list of
our interests. In his desire to heal the wounds and
divisions of society, forgiveness distinctively
characterized Christ’s mission and message. “Forgive
them, Father, for they know not what they do,” he said
from the cross. And he taught us to do the same when he
taught us the Lord’s prayer: "Forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us."

That being said, the prospect of giving and receiving
forgiveness remains a daunting challenge for hostile
communities. We need only think of Bosnia, Northern
Ireland, South Africa, and race relations in our own
country. In an effort to figure out what Woodstock
might appropriately do in this area, we have held a series
of meetings, following up on the forum reported here.
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We have discussed ways of testing Don Shriver’s thesis,
deepening and refining it, and making it better known
and available to others for their practical use. Catching
a sharp focus on such a complex and widespread ques-
tion, finding the funding to support it and the personnel
to run it have not been easy. But the great need for
forgiveness in the public arena refuses to go away.

By the time you are reading this Report we will have
held another Woodstock Forum, which will, in its own
way, be an instance of "forgiveness in politics.”" The
topic will be welfare reform legislation. The focus,
however, will not be on the arguments per se, but on the
quality of the debate about welfare reform. Polls show
that many Americans are discouraged at the superficiality
of public debate. Are legislators so committed to special
interests that they forget the common good? Have 30-
second sound bites of vilification replaced well-developed
arguments? This forum, an event of the Woodstock
program area, "Public Discourse and the Common
Good," headed up by Father Randy Rainey, S.J., will
address this serious problem.

Prayers for a joyous Easter season,

Jawq (. @d«r

James L. Connor, S.J.






