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HALIDA BOJADZI (Bosniak) is a co-founder of the organization
"Women Who Lost Children". Mrs. Bojadzi lost two sons in the
war. 32 members of her extended family died during the war.

MARIJA MALESEVIC (Croat) is a co-founder of "Women Who Lost
Children". She is the mother of nine children, one of whom (a
12-year old son) was killed in the siege of Sarajevo. She is
a kindergarten teacher.

Dr. AMRA SARAC (Bosniak) worked throughout the war as the
chief of Kosovo Hospital’s Trauma Ward. Her work included
counseling victims of ethnic cleansing from Eastern Bosnia,
Srebrenica, and Zepa, and in particular, concentration camp
detainees and victims of rape. She is a graduate of the
University of Sarajevo Law School and is a licensed social
worker.

"Zena 21" Interview:

NURDZIHANA DOZIC (Bosniak) is a journalist with degrees from
Sarajevo and Belgrade. She worked for Oslobodjenje from 1981-
1992 when the Oslobodjenje building was destroyed by shelling.
She is a founder of the mental health magazine "Corridor".

She is currently the Editor-in-Chief of "Zena 21", a women’s
monthly journal.

She will be accompanied by photographer Mr. Toso Mitasevski
(Macedonian) who has lived and worked in Sarajevo since 1976.
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NADA SALOM (Slovene) was a leading journalist in prewar
Sarajevo. She earned her journalism degree from the
University of Sarajevo. As a reporter with Sarajevo’s main
daily "Oslobodjenje", she focused on cultural affairs. At the
beginning of the war she was the editor-in-chief of the
cultural section of Oslobodjenje. She is also a well known
short story writer.

SABIRA HADZOVIC (Bosniak) was elected Mayor of Sarajevo in
March 1996. She serves also as the Dean of the Sarajevo
School of Pharmacy. Ms. Hadzovic is the author of 40
scientific works on pharmaceuticals. She is the president of

a large women’s association "Mak Bosanka" which is comprised
of professionals and academics.

JASNA MUFTIC (Bosniak) represented Bosnia at the 1995 Beijing
Women’s Conference. She is a professor of philosophy and
sociology. In 1992 she was the President of the Commission
for Human Rights ~- a Bosnian human rights organization. 1In
1995 UNDP contracted her services for a project on women in
Bosnia.

Dr. ESMA ZECEVIC (Bosniak) is a practicing pediatrician who
specializes in infant diseases. She is a full professor at
the University of Sarajevo’s Medical School. Throughout the
war she worked at Kosovo Hospital, itself a target of
shelling.

Dr. NERMINA IBLIZIC (Serb) is the sole female neurosurgeon in
Bosnia and Herzegovina. She remained in Sarajevo throughout
the war, working at Kosovo Hospital.

JAKOB FINCI (Jewish) is the most prominent Jewish community
leader in Sarajevo. He is an attorney by profession. He
heads "lLa Benevolencia", a leading community service
organization with links to NGOs around the world. It provides

meals, shelter, and clothing to thousands of Sarajevans of all
ethnic groups.
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NOTABLES:

CARDINAL VINKO PULJIC (Croat) was named the first Bosnian
cardinal of the Roman Catholic Church in 1995. He is a
popular figure and deeply committed to a multi-ethnic future
for Bosnia and Herzegovina. His midnight Christmas mass was
televised worldwide.

METROPOLITAN NIKOLAJ (Serb) is the leader of the Orthodox
Church in the Serb Republic. His territory also covers part
of the Federation. He was the first Serb Republic Orthodox
priest to conduct services in the Federation since the onset
of the war.

BISHOP FRANJO KOMARICA (Croat) became the Roman Catholic
Bishop of Banja Luka in 1986. Bishop Komarica spent nine
months under house arrest before being released in December
1995. Prior to that, he was a professor of theology in
Sarajevo. Highly regarded for his efforts to protect human
rights and freedoms for all people, Komarica remained in Banja
Luka throughout the war and was a prime point of contact for
information on the expulsions of Croats and Muslims from the
region.

VLADIMIR SREBROV (Serb) is a writer and was a member of the
Bosnian Parliament before the war. He was beaten and
imprisoned by Pale Serbs for 39 months after he appeared in
Ilidza in an attempt to negotiate for free transit in and out
of Sarajevo. He continues to promote a multi-ethnic Bosnia
through the Serb Civic Council (an organization of Serbs who
remained in Sarajevo throughout the war).

KATARINA MANDIC (Croat) was recently named to the nine-member
Federation Constitutional Court. 1In 1972, she was appointed a
Justice of the Supreme Court of the Republic of Bosnia and
Herzegovina. During her career in the lower courts and on the
Supreme Court, she worked on a wide range of civil matters.
For a number of years, Ms. Mandic has served as a member of
the Bar Examination Commission of Bosnia and Herzegovina.
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WOMEN’S GROUPS:

"UNIJA ZAR" is the Organization of Women’s Associations of
Bosnia and Herzegovina. During the war, 54 women’s groups
sprang up throughout Bosnia. Ten are headquartered in
Sarajevo. The Unija Zar is an umbrella organization
encompassing the 54 organizations, all of which have in common
a patriotism to Bosnia and the protection of women’s rights.

"WOMEN WHO LOST CHILDREN" is a loose confederation of women
dedicated to the protection of children’s rights. The
association formed during the war and was active in the
movement of children, particularly orphans, out of Sarajevo to
places of safety, despite criticism from the government.

"WOMEN OF SREBRENICA" is an organization, based in Tuzla, of
women who have family members killed in or missing after the
Serb assault on Srebrenica. The organization’s members often
protest against the government and international organizations

for their failure to resolve quickly the issue of the missing
from Srebrenica.
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Rebuilding Bosnia Cannot Wait

Three and a half years of merciless war have
left Bosnia's economy and society shattered. Two-
thirds of the country’s housing lies damaged or
destroyed. Half the prewar hospital beds are gone,
along with half the doctors and nurses. Roads and
bridges are impassable and some four million hid-
den mines await potential victims. Gas, electricity
and telephone lines are ruptured and three out of
four adults have lost their livelihoods.

So far too little has been done to address these
crushing problems. The large reconstruction effort
promised as part of the Dayton peace agreement
has fallen badly behind schedule.

The delay has potentially severe consequences
for sustaining peace in Bosnia. Improvements in the
lives of ordinary Bosnians are the most effective
way to reinforce the Dayton settlement. If the re-
building of Bosnia’s civil society does not begin in
earnest immediately, the peace could start to crum-
ble by the time NATO forces are to depart at the end
of this year, creating pressure for the troops to
extend their stay. The nearly $2 billion so far pledged
in aid must be put to quick and effective use.

To that end, President Clinton and European
leaders should shift their focus from military to
civilian aspects of the peace settlement and bring a
new sense of urgency to bear on such needs as
putting people back to work, assuring free and fair
conditions for this summer’s elections and making
it possible for people to cross ethnic boundaries
without fear. They must see to it that the interna-
tional coordinators of civil reconstruction, chiefly
Carl Bildt of Sweden and Robert Frowick of the
United States, have the determination and re-
sources they need to get the job done.

The best insurance against renewed warfare in
Bosnia would be finding jobs for some 300,000

former soldiers now demobilized. Tens of thousand
of women who lost husbands in the war also mus
find ways to provide for their families. [nternation%
reconstruction aid should be channeled as quickly,
as possible into job-creating projects rebuilding
housing, roads and bridges.

Meanwhile, Bosnia is preparing for elections.
For these to be conducted fairly, giving moderates a
chance to displace the extremisfs responsible for
the war, independent candidates will need access to
print and broadcast media now dominated by ethnic
parties and governments. Mr. Frowick, who has
chief responsibility for supervising the elections,
has been trying to expand election coverage and set
up new broadcast outlets, but his efforts have not
yet produced acceptable results.

The Dayton agreement also assures refugees, a
large proportion of Bosnia’s population, the right to
vote. But some European countries warn that those
who exercise this right could forfeit their refugee
status. Mr. Frowick and Mr. Bildt must make sure
this threat is withdrawn.

For civilians to move freely throughout the
country, they must get past roadblocks manned by
armed ethnic militias and survive attack from
hostile mobs uncontrolled by local police. Mr.
Bildt’s civilian monitors should insist that local
police secure safe passage for civilians. NATO
forces, which have begun accompanying refugee
convoys, should prod local military units to respect
Dayton’s guarantees of free movement.

There is still time to save the civil side of the
peace effort if M~ Bildt and his team move more
swiftly in the next eight months than they have in
the last four. The unacceptable price of further
delay is likely to be new warfare or the long-term
commitment of American and European forces
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