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In Bosnia everyone has been a victim of war. Every woman, every child has been vulnerable to its
dangers and privations to some degree. CRS recognizes this and that is why we have been
relentless in our efforts to reach needy people of all communities, regardless of their religion or

ethnicity.

In Bosnia, as elsewhere, our refusal to limit our assistance or deny aid to any one group is rooted
in the principles of Catholic Social Teaching, which emphasizes that the responsibility of the
wealthy to assist the less fortunate is not limited by national boundaries or ethnic and religious

distinctions.

Also in accordance with Catholic Social Teaching, we hold that problems should be solved and
decisions made by the communities most affected by those decisions. As Pope John Paul II said
on the occasion of his visit to Baltimore last October 8, "The best kind of assistance is that which
encourages the needy to become the primary artisans of their own social and cultural
development”. That's why whenever possible CRS tries to work through local organizations to
identify and address the needs of the population. This is most clearly exemplified in Bosnia, where
we implement our activities through counterpart agencies who represent the four ethnic
communities: Croatian, Serbian, Muslim and Jewish. As a Catholic organization, we believe that
our presence and solidarity with all the peoples of Bosnia holds concrete and symbolic value. We

believe that it allows us to play a unique role in helping to promote reconciliation among the
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people of the region.

Recently in a symbolic act of reconciliation, Catholic Cardinal Vinko Puljic of Sarajevo attended a
Christmas liturgy in a Serbian Orthodox church in Sarajevo. In remarks beforehand, he wamed,
“The breakdown of coexistence between the various cultures here may well lead to political and

social radicalism, whose consequences would be felt far beyond the tetritory of this republic.”
We must not let this happen. Our experience has shown us that it does not have to happen.

Each week, the directors of CRS' four counterpart organizations put aside their differences and sit
down with us to decide how best to serve their communities. It isn't always easy. Centuries of
animosity and resentment make this war an especially bitter one. I won't say that disagreements
don't arise. Deciding that one community may be in need of more resources than another can be
extremely challenging. Yet our experience has made us optimistic. It has given us a vision of what

the future can hold for Bosnia. It has given us hope.

I'll give you a small example that occurred recently. During their pre-Christmas meeting, the
director of Dobrotvor, our Serbian Orthodox counterpart, came forward with a request. He had
nothing to give his staff after the trying year they had gone through together. No food or clothing
could be spared and what little cash he had was tied up in program work. After a brief
consultation, his Muslim, Jewish and Catholic counterparts offered a solution. They infored the
Serbian director that they would contribute extra food and supplies so that Dobrotvor's staff could

have a Chnistmas bonus.
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At CRS we believe that this small act of generosity is a symbol of what the country as a whole can

achieve.

In 1993, CRS was the first U.S. religious organization to take up residence in Sarajevo.
Throughout the war our staff stayed on, risking sniper's bullets and mortar shells. We stayed as a
sign of solidarity with the people--to assure them they had not been forgotten in their hour of

darkness.

Throughout the conflict, rather than import relief goods, CRS opted to produce them in both
Bosnian and Serb-controlled Sarajevo. One typical enterprise is the Sarajka Pasta Factory. The
project has put more than SO0 people to work. After surviving for so long on a humanitarian aid
diet of bread, beans and oil, seeing something as comforting and familiar as pasta on the table

again, serves to bring back memories of more peaceful pre-war days. It gives back hope.

Over 65 percent of CRS' resources in Bosnia are directed at small enterprises like Sarajka that
produce bread, underwear, socks and textiles for distribution to the local population. The value of
these projects, however, goes far beyond the mere provision of food and clothing. Equally
important are their roles in giving previously unemployed people the opportunity to be productive
and provide for their families--activities that are crucial to the restoration of pride and self-
respect. CRS understands that only when people have achieved some measure of physical and

economic security can they begin to contemplate ideas about reconciliation.

> The comerstone of CRS' health program in Bosnia is our Trauma Recovery Program. Throughout
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the region many people have been the victims of ethnic cleansing. They or their family members
have been raped and brutalized; they have lost their homes and their livelihoods. Some physicians
and psychologists are refugees themselves, suffering from the same trauma and shock as the
people they are attempting to help. By providing local mental health care workers with training in
crisis and trauma counseling, we have been able to help this seriously war-traumatized population

regain control of their lives.

>~ Like the First Lady, CRS recognizes that in times of crisis, often it is the children who suffer most
and who have the lcast ability to bring about a change to their situation. CRS is working to help
children through its support for programs designed to fulfill the most urgent needs of this
vulnerable group. Throughout the war, we have distrnibuted over HOW MANY winter boots,
HOW MANY winter socks and underwear to young children. We are working to maintain a
clean and healthy environment for children to learn in by providing schools with sanitation
materials. CRS has also overseen deliveries of medicines to the Kosevo Pediatric Ward for

treatment of children with chronic diseases.

CRS welcomes the US-brokered Dayton peace agreement with much enthusiasm. The reduction
in violence and restoration of utilities has been a great relief to all citizens. It has also opened the
door for us to dramatically increase our support for reconciliation and reconstruction activities.
The new climate of freedom and security will allow CRS to offer new support to small businesses,

LIST NEW INITIATIVES HERE.

In closing, let me emphasize once again that we must not allow Cardinal Puljic's wamning about



JAN-24-96 WED 16:32 P. 05

the breakdown of coexistence among cultures to become a reality. In resisting such a scenario,
Catholic Relief Services will continue its efforts to carry out the vision our Holy Father expressed
for our agency when he said, "Each individual without exception is created in the image of God
and redeemed by the Blood of Christ. In a world scarred by religious divisions and national
rivalries, Catholic Relief Services testifies to the unity of the human family and to the equal and

inalienable dignity of each and every person."
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~CRS ASSISTANCE TO WOMEN AND CHILDREN
IN BOSNIA-HERZEGOVINA

The war in the former Yugoslavia has caused a collapse of civil
society. In Bosnia, more than one million citizens have left the
country. Most of them have become refugees. During the three-and-a-
half years of war, many Bosnians faced food insecurity.
Approximately 2.7 million people are reliant upon humanitarian aid.
Women and children especially have been the greatest victims of the
war in Bosnia. They have been killed, wounded, displaced and
separated from their families. As a result, a great many suffer
from severe trauma-related stress disorders.

CRS’ mission in the former Yugoslavia is an effort to help a people
to survive, to maintain their dignity and to decrease their
dependance on humanitarian aid.

CRS’ four program areas include emergency relief, local production,
counterpart strengthening and psycho-social rehabilitation. In all
projects, special attention has been paid to assisting women and
children.

CRS employs hundreds of women in the production of pasta, bread,
winter socks, underwear and winter clothes and boots for children.
The US government has contributed $6 million toward such local
production projects. For many women, these projects have provided
their first opportunity in more than two years to work and earn a
salary -- activities that are crucial to the restoration of pride
and dignity. Moreover, they have the satisfaction of knowing they
are producing commodities that will benefit their own children, as
well as those of friends and relatives.

A major challenge for Bosnians centers on how to maintain the same
standards of health and hygiene they enjoyed before the war. The
maintenance of these standards is a question of dignity in a
developed society. It is an emergency need. CRS has provided
hygiene kits for 30,000 of the most needy families in Sarajevo. The
kits contain a monthly supply of socap. s8shampoo and other
commodities to meet the needs of a four-member family. In the
spring of 1994, CRS supplied a hygiene kit containing winter
outerwear to every infant in Sarajevo 12 months and younger.
Additional kits were specially designed and distributed to their
mothers and all other pregnant women throughout the city.

In addition to the foregoing, CRS improved hygienic conditions for
Sarajevo’'s students by providing sanitation materials to all
elementary and high schools .in the city. CRS also addresses the
needs of children by sponsoring a youth club that provides
opportunities for young Sarajevans to improve their skills in such
areas as foreign languages, computer sciences, and the arts.
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December 14, 1995

Ambassador Madeleine Albright
Permanent Representative to the UN
U.S. Mission to the UN

799 United Nations Plaza

New York, New York 10017

Dear Ambassador Albright,

We write to you, hopeful that the Dayton Accords will bring peace, but still deeply concerned over the
atrocities and human rights abuses inflicted upon the civilian population of Bosnia-Herzegovina during the conflict in
that country. Women have suffered horribly in this war. As ethnic cleansing was pursued, many women were
subjected to torture including rape as a weapon of war and tercur. They watched their spouses, children, and friends
abused and oftea killed before their eyes, and lost their homes, property, aod often, hope.

We believe the Dayton Peace Accords on Bosnia-Herzegovina, at long last, offer the prospect of restoring
that hope. To achieve this, it is crucial that those executing the Accords take action to implement the concerns of
women of Bosnia-Herzegovina. Womea and girls constitute the vast majority (in some estimates, up to 80%) of the
nation’s 2.7 million refugees. A war of ethnic cleansing® is waged against civilians; it is, in significant part, a war
against women.

Strikingly, women were invisible in Dayton. With this letter, we seek to draw your attention to some of the
issues of concern to women and to which serious attention is critical in the implementation of the Accords.

We are very pleased to see that the Dayton Accords incorporate human rights in the most promlnent manner
of any peace agreement in recent memory. We are grateful to you for your continuing attentiveness to these issues,
and your singular, decisive support for the war crimes tribunal, for the prosecution of rape and gender related abuse,
and for the principle that there can be no lasting peace without Justice. In our view, the prompt and proper
implementation of the Accords offers an opportunity to bring at least a measure of help to the victims and survivors
of this conflict. Help is late, but we address this to you in the hope that its results will be lasting,

The attached Annex "Women and the Bosnian Peace Process: Preliminary Questions on Ten Issues of
Concern®, sets forth a number of our specific concerns about the implementation of the Accords in ways that will
address the very real experlences of Bosnian women in this conflict and the peace process and reconciliution that are
to follow.

We see these suggestions as a beginning. We hope, as you suggested, to continue a dialogue with you on the
ways best to implement our concerus.

Sincerely,
Felice D. Gaer Gay J. McDougall
The Jacob Blaustein Institute International Human Rights
for the Advancement of Human Rights Law Group

Patricia L. Rengel
Amnecsty International, USA Macjorie Lightman
Internativnal League for Human Rights
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Ambassador Madeleine Albright

Charlotte Holstein
The Amerlcan Jewish Committee

Firuz Kazemzadch
National Spiritual Assembly of the
Baha'ls of the U.S.

Karin Ryan
Human Rights Program
The Carter Center

Charlotte A. Bunch
Center for Women's Global
Leadership

Marian Chatfield-Taylor

Linda Cimino
Connecticut Coalition Against
Domestic Violence

Surita Sandosham
Equality Now

Anne T. Goldstein
Mecember of ABA Task Force on War Crimes
in Formner Yugoslavia®

Dorothy Q. Thomas
Joanna Weschler
Human Rights Watch

*for purposes of identification only
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Susannah Sirkin
Physicians for Human Rights

Marsha Freeman
International Women's Rights Action Watch*

Jill Merrick
International Center for Research

Mahnaz Afkbami
Sisterhood Is Global

Rosa C. Biceno
Women, Law & Developmeant International

Jean Gore
Women's International League
for Peace and Freedom, U.S. Section

Rhonda Copelon
International Women's Human Rights
Law Clinic
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1825 Connecticut Ave.. NW « Suite 314 + Washington, D.C. 20009
© Tel (202) 667-7714 » Fax (202) 232-7376

Me. Melanne Verveer
Deputy Chief of Staff
Office of the First Lady
fax: 202/456-6244

January 5, 1996
Dear Ms. Verveer,

It was a pleasure to meet you yesterday. We are all
delighted that Mrs. Clinton ie so interested and
committed to helping: support the 1J.S. humanitarian
agencies which are working in the former
Yugoslavia. Her support will precipitate new
interest, donors and additional involvement in
projects in the formexr Yugoslavia.

I thought I would suggest that you meet the
Internatlional Rescue Committee field director for
mental health in the regions of the former
Yugoslavia, Ms. Annie Foster. I can assure you
that she is very well informed, articulate and
enthusiastic about the possibilities for U.S,.
assistance to needs in this fleld. she happens to
be coming to Washington D.C. next week for a few _
days, and I would be happy to contact vVour office
and arrange an appointment, if you are available

for a few minutes. I think you would find her input
very interesting.

I have taken the liberty of enclosing, for your

reference, information on some of our programs.
Thank you again for yesterday's meeting.

Best reg , ’ .
%AJ (e S

Sheppie Abramowitz
Vice President for Government Affairs

Encl: 4

Afghapistan Azetbaijan Belize Bosnia-Herzegovina Cambodja Croatia Geneva Georgia Ghana Guatemals Guines Hong Kong Ivary Coast

Kenya Madnd Malawi Moscow Mozambigue Pakistan Rome Seibia Somalia Sudan Tajikistan Tanzania Thalland Vienne

Atlanta Boston Dallags (0% Angeles Miami San Diego San Pranciso San Jose Santz Ana Seattle Washington, D C Wett New York, N.J.

Contribations to the International Regcue Commiittee ure tax deductibte.
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INTERNATIONAL RESCUE COMMIT'TEE

386 Park Avenue South (212) 679 - 0010
New York, NY 10016 fax: (212) 689 - 3459
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TO: COUNTRY: USA
FAX #:

PAGES: (including cover sheet)
FROM: Donna Thompson DATE: April , 1994

INTERNATIONAL RESCUE COMMITTEE HEADS
UNACCOMPANIED CHILDREN IN EXILE PROJECT

As a result of the conflict in the former Yugoslavia, there are as many as 7
40,000 children that have become separated from thelr parents. These
children are scattered in over 27 countries. Many of these children were
either evacuated, escaped from areas of intenge fighting, or were hastily sent
away to safety in an effort to save their lves.

The International Rescue Committee is sponsoring the UNACCOMPANIED
CHILDREN IN EXILE PROJECT which seeks to ensure that as many
unaccompanied children as possible axe reunited with their parents and family
members. The project is headquartered in Zagreb, Croatia.

The tracing of unaccompanied children and their parents is accomplished by
a network of facilitators in over 21 countries. These children are identified
and assessed and this information is entered into a computerized data-base to
facilitate the matching of these minors with their parents. Photogxraphs of
children can also be scanned and enterad into the data-bhase for ease of
identification. This system has several controls to assure the confidentiality
of the information and the safety of the children.

There 18 an exchange of information between this project and UNHCR/Project
Reunite and the International Committee of the Red Cross which also seek to
reunite these minors with their parents.

In addition to reuniting children with their parents, the Unaccompanted
Children in Exile project arrangeas interim care for these children, evaluates
temporary foster placements, rasponde to children's emergency needs, trains
child-interviewars, provides legal counselling, and collaborates with

governmental and non-governmental agencies working with childrenin refugee
situations.

Already in the couple of months of the project over 2,473 unaccompanied
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children have been identiffed and many reunions have taken placa or are in
process. One third of these children are unaccompanied hy any adult person
or are completely alone. Most of the unaccompanied children found through

this project are between the ages of 11 to 15 years old and up to 10% are pre-
school age.

Jerry Martone, director of IRC's health programs in former Yugoslavia is

managing the project. Mr. Martone can provide details about the effort. He -

has recently just returned from Zagreb after a month's stay putting different
program elements in place.
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