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SUBJECT: MELANNE VERVEER GIVES OVERVIEW OF U.S. DOMESTIC POLITICS,
ROLE OF FIRST LADY

l. SUMMARY: AT AN OCTOBER 30 WORKING BREAKFAST WITH 40 AUSTRIAN
OFFICIALS, JOURNALISTS AND INTERNATIONAL DYPLOMATS, ADVISER TO HILLARY
CLINTON MELANNE VERVEER OUTLINED CURRENT DOMESTIC ISSUES IN
CONJUNCTION WITH THE PRIORITIES OF THE CLINTON ADMINISTRATION.

QUERIED ABOUT MRS. CLINTON’S OWN ACTIVITIES, VERVEER ALSO WENT INTO
SOME DETAIL ABOUT THE ROLE OF THE FIRST LADY IN DOMESTIC AND
INTERNATIONAL POLICY. END SUMMARY.

2. MELANNE VERVEER, ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT AND DEPUTY CHIEF OF
STAFF TO HILLARY CLINTON, SPOKE AT A WORKING BREAKFAST HOSTED BY
AMBASSADOR HUNT ON OCTOBER 30. VERVEER GAVE HER IMPRESSIONS OF THE
PRESENT POLITICAL MOOD IN THE U.S. AND OF THE DIRECTION FUTURE
DEVELOPMENTS MIGHT TAKE. MEMBERS OF THE PRESS AS WELL AS AUSTRIAN
POLITICIANS AND NGO REPRESENTATIVES APPEARED TO BE PARTICULARLY
INTERESTED IN MRS. CLINTON’S ROLE IN SHAPING THE FOCUS OF THE CLINTON
ADMINISTRATION, BOTH IN TERMS OF INFLUENCING DOMESTIC LEGISLATION -
ESPECIALLY HEALTH CARE - AND IN TERMS OF ADVANCING UNITED STATES
INTERESTS ABROAD. THE TOPIC OF THE BEIJING WOMEN’S CONFERENCE
S8URFACED SEVERAL TIMES.
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"AN IDEOLOGICAL STRUGGLE"
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3. CHARACTERIZING THE CURRENT POLARIZATION BETWEEN THE WHITE HOUSE
AND THE CONGRESS AS "AN IDEOLOGICAL STRUGGLE," VERVEER EMPHASIZED THE
PRESIDENT’S CONVICTION THAT "THERE IS A RIGHT WAY AND A WRONG WAY" TO
ADDRESS WHAT BOTH SIDES AGREE ARE PROBLEMS., SHE DETAILED THE
PRESIDENT'’S YFOUR LINES IN THE SAND" DRAWN IN RESPONSE TO THE
REPUBLICAN RECONCILIATION BILL: MEDICARE/MEDICAID, EDUCATION,
ENVIRONMENTAL LEGISLATION, AND TAXES. TURNING TO THE ‘96 ELECTION AND
GENERAL VOTER MOOD, VERVEER DESCRIBED A CLIMATE OF ANXIETY AND
ECONOMIC INSECURITY BROUGHT ON BY THE GLOBALIZATION OF THE LABOR
MARKET AND NEW CULTURAL INFLUENCES. OBSERVING THAT, IN RECENT
HISTORY, AMERICAN VOTERS HAVE REACTED AGAINST THE STATUS QUO WHEN THEY
HAVE GONE TO THE POLLS, VERVEER EXPRESSED HER BELIEF THAT A BACKLASH
AGAINST REPUBLICAN CUTS IN SOCIAL PROGRAMS I8 NOW BUILDING AND COULD
YIELD POSITIVE RESULTS FOR PRESIDENT CLINTON IN PARTICULAR AND THE
DEMOCRATS IN GENERAL,
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4, FOLLOWING HER OVERVIEW OF DOMESTIC POLITICS, VERVEER IMMEDIATELY
ENCOUNTERED SEVERAL QUESTIONS ABOUT HILLARY CLINTON’S ROLE IN THE
CLINTON ADMINISTRATION, SPECIFICALLY WHAT MRS. CLINTON’S FUNCTION AT
THE BEIJING WOMEN’S CONFERENCE HAD BEEN AND HOW HER ACTIVITIES NOW

WOULD DIFFER FROM THOSE AT THE BEGINNING OF THE ADMINISTRATION'’S
TENURE.,

VERVEER BEGAN HER RESPONSE WITH A QUALIFYING STATEMENT: THE ROLE OF
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THE AMERICAN FIRST LADY IS ILL-DEFINED, SHE SAID, AND HILLARY CLINTON
BRINGS A LEVEL OF PROFESSIONAL EXPERTISE AND ACTIVISM TO THE OFFICE
THAT IS UNPRECEDENTED. VERVEER ALLOWED THAT THE PUBLIC REACTION TO
MRS. CLINTON’S PROACTIVE SBTYLE HAS BEEN MIXED FOR SEVERAL REASONS.
FIRST, SOCIETY AS A WHOLE HAS YET TO REACH A COMFORT LEVEL WITH
POWERFUL WOMEN. SECOND, THE POWER OF THE FIRST LADY DEVOLVES FROM HER
HUSBAND’S OFFICE. A MEMBER OF THE AUSTRIAN DELEGATION TO THE BEIJING
CONFERENCE ASKED IF MRS. CLINTON’S SPEECH IN BEIJING WAS PART OF A
FOREIGN POLICY STRATEGY BY WHICH MRS. CLINTON COULD DELIVER A TOUGHER
MESSAGE TO THE CHINESE THAN HER HUSBAND BECAUSE OF HER QUASI-
UNOFFICIAL POLITICAL POSITION. VERVEER DENIED THAT SUCH A DIVISION OF
LABOR EXISTED IN THE WHITE HOUSE AND ALS8O MAINTAINED THAT THE CLINTON
ADMINISTRATION’S STANCE TOWARD CHINA WAS UNEQUIVOCAL.

IN TERMS OF WHAT HILLARY CLINTON WOULD BE DOING DIFFERENTLY FROM THE
BEGINNING OF THE ADMINISTRATION, VERVEER AVERRED THAT THE ISSUE WAS
NOT 8O MUCH ONE OF ACTING DIFFERENTLY BUT OF TAKING A DIFFERENT
APPROACH TO THE SAME ISSUES. THE LESSON MRS. CLINTON HAD LEARNED FROM
THE HEALTH CARE DEBATE WAS TO USE HER INFLUENCE INDIRECTLY INSTEAD OF
BECOMING DIRECTLY INVOLVED IN THE LEGISLATIVE PROCESS: "“LEGISLATION

AND SAUSAGE ARE TWO THINGS YOU SHOULD NEVER WATCH BEING MADE," VERVEER
COMMENTED.
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AUSTRIAN PERCEPTIONS: BEIJING, LABOR, AFFIRMATIVE ACTION
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5. CONTINUING TO PURSUE BEIJING, ANOTHER AUSTRIAN DELEGATE TO 'THE
CONIERENCE ASKED WHY THE AMERICAN DELEGATION = APART FROM MRS.CLINTON ~
HAD ADOPTED SUCH A ILOW PROFILE, VERVEER EFFECTIVELY REFUTED THIS
ASSESSMENT, BUT THE FORMER DELEGATE REFUSED TO BE MOVED FROM HER
CONVICTION. IN A MORE PRODUCTIVE EXCHANGE, THE SECRETARY GENERAL OF
THE PEOPLE’S8 PARTY (OVP) AND FORMER MINISTER OF ENVIRONMENT ASKED
VERVEER HER OPINION ON WHAT THE ELECTION OF JOHN SWEENEY AS HEAD OF
THE AFL~CIO WOULD MEAN FOR AMERICAN LABOR. VERVEER CHARACTERIZED HIM
AS AN ACTIVE AND DYNAMIC LEADER WHO WAS WELL=-PLACED TO REVITALIZE THE

AFL-CIO AT A TIME WHEN THE AMERICAN LABOR MOVEMENT IS WIDELY PERCEIVED
AS MORIBUND.

FINALLY, AN OFFICIAL FROM THE OFFICE OF THE STATE SECRETARY FOR
EUROPEAN INTEGRATION RAISED THE RECENT DECISION BY THE EUROPEAN COURT
OF JUSTICE STRIKING DOWN GENDER-BASED AFFIRMATIVE ACTION AND ASKED IF
THI8 WOULD HAVE ANY IMPACT ON U.8. CONSIDERATIONS OF THE ISSUE
DOMESTICALLY., ALTHOUGH PREVIOUSLY UNAWARE OF THE COURT’S DECISION,
VERVEER SAID THAT, WHILE AFFIRMATIVE ACTION CONTINUES TO BE A
CONTROVERSIAL ISSUE IN AMERICA, THE CLINTON ADMINISTRATION REMAINS
COMMITTED TO IMPLEMENTING IT AS THE BEST SOLUTION TO CURRENT PROBLEMS.
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6. THE INTENSE AUSTRIAN CURIOSITY ABOUT HILLARY CLINTON’S ACTIVITIES
AND HER ROLE IN THE CLINTON WHITE HOUSE MAY HAVE BEEN AT LEAST
PARTTALLY MOTIVATED BY THE CONTINUING CONTROVERSY THAT BEGAN A YEAR
AGO OVER CHRISTINE VRANITZKY'’S (WIFE OF SPO CHANCELLOR VRANITZKY)
PUBLIC DECLARATION THAT IT IS BETTER FOR MOTHERS TO STAY AT HOME WITH
THEIR CHILDREN THAN WORK. PUBLIC OPTNION COULD COME TO TERMS NEITHER
WITH THE SUBSTANCE OF HER REMARKS NOR WITH THEIR CONTEXT: AUSTRIANS
"WERE BAFFLED BY THE SPECTACLE OF THE WIFE OF THE COUNTRY'’S LEADING
S8OCIALIST TAKING SUCH A POSITION PUBLICLY. AT THE SAME TIME, THE

LARGER QUESTION OF THE INFLUENCE OF POLITICIANS’ WIVES WAS AIRED AS
WELL.

7. MS. VERVEER DID NOT HAVE A CHANCE TO CLEAR THIS CABLE BEFORE HER
DEPARTURE.

HUNT ##
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INTERCOM;

In your room you will find taped to your Phone all intercam extensions. At odd
hours of the day and night the phone is alwats picked up by one of two staff
manbers living in the residence. Should you ever need their assistance you can dial
( without having to push any phone extension line) 400 for Christoph or

401 for Tess . If you have difficulties finding them call 877 74 35

( the house phone number) and sameone , samewhere should answer.

RESOURCES;

The guest book found in your room, Living in Vienna, has a wealth of information
that may care in handy. 1t is published by the American Waman Association,

a very active organization here in Vienna. Should you have a ouestion that
cannot be answered in this book, please do not hesitate to ask anyone on the

staff. Also, in the library you will find a shelf with historical, culturel
and travel books and brochures.

CORRESPONDENCE;

Should you have any correspondence that needs faxing or mailing, please give
it to one of the Butlers.

STAFF;

Christoph First Butler ( live in )
Erich Second Butler

Johann Head Chef

Ilonka Second Cook

Junior Handyman ( live in )
Tess Chamber Maid ( live in )
Lynn Chamber Maid

virgilia Chamber Maid

Miriam Au pair

Many cuests esii ve 2lovt Tinne., Ti's not expected but it' s not discouraged
ei%he?. I vor tent o Teeve 2 tit. vou may use the envelope in this package
alc. 72V2 1T T a outler as you leave.

We want to make sure that your stay here is a mamorable one, so do not hesitate
in letting us know what your wishes are.

KEY;

Should you find yourself locked out or the residence for any reason,
the guard house has an extra key to let you in.

INFORMATION CARD;

Be sure to put the card with our telephone number and ad i
before you leave the house. 2 address in your wallet
HAIR;

For hair styling( men or won

| ) \an) we recamend Frau Brigitt
she is located just 5 minutes fram the residence. BRI RE oS H04 718480
EXERCISE;

The Schonbrunn gardens are just across th ow
e : e street, ask staff or
find them, and enjoy an unforgettable walk run'jn th AT %
I
Marie Antoinette and Franz = et

Joseph. Ootsteps Maria Teresia,
MEDICAL INFORMATION;

For non-prescription dru :

; ; gs, we recomend Alt H '
”1eg$;n?er Hauptstrasse 24, hours are from 8 alitZLnger 2Ratheke doeated o
is 441 ..

= 6 p.m. and the telephone
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BIOS: MELANNE VERVEER WORKING BREAKFAST, 30 OCTOBER 1995

BLUEMEL, Mag. Manfred
Office of State Secretary for European Integration.

BUNZL, Dr. John
Institute for International Policy, Laxenburg.

CAP, Dr. Josef
MP. Central Secretary of the SPO from 1988- October 1995; currently Director of
SPO's "Zukunftswerkstatt" (think tank) party.

DAUBLEBSKY, Ambassador Klas
Director, Americas Desk, MFA. Previously Ambassador to Mexico, Costa Rica,
Honduras, and Nicaragua.

EDERER, Mag. Brigitte
State Secretary For Europe until October 95 and SPO Party Manager since
October 95. Previously Economic Analyst in the Chamber of Labor. As an MP,
represents Leopoldstadt district of Vienna; concerned with women's issues.

EMMERICH, Dr. Klaus
Longtime ORF correspondent in Washington; one of the most respected names in
Austrian journalism. -

ETTL, Mag. Johanna
Head of Office for Economic Policy in The Chamber of Labor (AK).

FERRERO-WALDNER, Dr. Benita
State Secretary, MFA since April 1995. Formerly protocol chief for UN Sceretary
General Boutros Ghali. A career diplomat since 1984, posted in Paris, Madrid, and
Vienna.

GEHMACHER, Dr. Ernst
IFES Polling Institute.

GEINDL, Mr. Meinrad
American Chamber of Commerce Board.

GREDLER, Dr. Martina
Liberal Forum European Parliament MP. Her father, Wilfred Gredler, was a
diplomat as well as a member of the Austrian Parliament for ten years. A dentist by
profession, she is also an amateur goldsmith.



HACKER, Mr. Andreas
American Chamber of Commerce Board.

HELLETZGRUBER, Dr. Patricia
Secretary General, American Chamber of Commerce.

HIRCZI, Mag. Gerhard
Advisor to Chancellor Vranitzky since 1988: responsible for environmental,
energy, and transportation policies, as well as agriculture and tourism. Previously,
he worked at an environmental consulting firm and at the Chamber of Labor's
economic department.

HOOPER, Ms. Suzy
President, American Women's Association.

HUBER, Mr. Vic
Art and Music Forum, Austro-American Society.

HUBER, Mr. Joseph
American Chamber of Commerce Board.

KLOCKER, Dr. Fritz
A staffer at SPO headquarters with special areas of defense issues and
organizational matters until October 95. Since 1986, Secretary General of the
“Independent Commission on Employment Issues in Europe;" also the Vice-
President of the Association of Austrian Militia Officials.

KOCH, Mag. Wolfgang
Green Press Spokesman.

KOEBERL-BURIAN, Mag. Charlotte
Economics Ministry, North American Division.

LEDERER, Mag. Heinz
SPO headquarters.

MARSCHITZ, Mag. Walter
OVP headquarters.

MAUTNER-MARKHOF, Bundesrat Prof. Dr. Manfred
President of Austro-American Society for more than 20 years; since January 1994
member of the Austrian delegation to the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council
of Europe. Chairman of the Board of his family's company, Brauerei Schwechat
AG, Austria's largest brewery. Attended Bowdoin College in Maine.



MOSER, Mag. Christine
Office of State Secretary for European Integration.

OBERWETTER, Ms. Dee
Vice-President, American Women's Association.

POLLET-KAMMERLANDER, Mag. Doris
Green Foreign Policy spokeswoman and MP since fall 1994.

PULM, Mr. Ralf-Toni
American Chamber of Commerce Board.

RADAUER, Mag. Leopold
Foreign Policy Adviser to Chancellor Vranitzky since 1992. A member of the
Austrian Foreign Service since 1983, he served in Prague, Washington, and
Brussels.

RAUCH-KALLAT, Ms. Maria
Secretary General of OVP. Previously Minister of Environment from 1992 to April
1995. Active in OVP women's movement. Founder of "Alpha," a political academy
for women. Previously a member of the Bundesrat, delegate to the Vienna Diet,
and City Council member.

RIESS, Dr. Susanne
FPO intemnational expert; previously a member of the Bundesrat and
Austrian delegate to the EU. Former press spokesperson for Jorg Haider.

SALCHER, Dr. Andreas
Secretary-General, Austro-American Society. Previously OVP deputy to the
Vienna provincial diet. First Austrian to attend the program for senior managers at
Harvard's John F. Kennedy School of Government.

SJOEDEN, Mr. Sven-Erik
First Secretary, French Embassy.

STIX, Dr. Ridiger
FPO defense and foreign policy expert. Member of the Vienna Diet and career
officer in The Ministry of Defense.

STRASSER, Mag. Monika
Parliamentary Staffer, OVP. DCM contact.

SWINEHART, Ms. Susan
Vice-President, American Women's Association.



UDOLF-STROBL, Mag. Elisabeth
Staff member in the MFA led by Schiissel; previously staff member under then-
Economics Minister Schiissel until April 1995.

URBAN, Mag. Waltraut
Vienna Institute for Comparative Economic Studies.

VON WERLHOF, Prof. Claudia
Head of Department for Women's Studies at the University of Innsbruck.

WINCKLER, Professor Dr. Georg
Center for Interdisciplinary Studies.

WOLFRAM, Ambassador Hedwig
Foreign Policy Society.

WOLLWERTH, Mr. Rudolf
Political Counselor, German Embassy.
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