























































































































THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

National Arts and Humanities Month
October 1993

The moral strength of our great nation is rooted in our rich
cultural traditions and in a profound appreciation for the diversity
of the people, values, and beliefs that make us Americans. For more
than 200 years, the quality of our civic life has flowed not only from
our industrial, agricultural, and technological ingenuity, but also
from the creative vision of our artists and the wisdom of our
humanists. .

Through the arts and humanities we gain a deeper understanding
of ourselves as individuals and as a society. The arts and humanities
remind us that whatever our differences, we share a common heritage
that binds us together as a nation.

Music, painting, sculpture, architecture, dance, theater, film,
and the folk arts all awaken our minds and our senses. They allow us
to express our emotions, impressions, and attitudes about the human
condition and the human experience.

History, literature, and philosophy allow us to explore and
understand ourselves and others through collective reflection and

learning.

The arts and humanities enable Americans from every walk of life
to respond to both their individuality and their shared experiences
in ways that make the human spirit soar.

We are a nation called to artistic and intellectual responsibility
at a critical time in the history of the world. Our major authors are
read in every language, our films are shown in every capital, and our
music never lacks listeners. Our traditions of free inquiry and
expression help to shape political attitudes and cultural values
around the globe.

As we become an increasingly diverse society, the arts and
humanities will help us deepen our understanding of one another,
honor our differences, and celebrate our shared experiences and

values as Americans.
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The month of October has been designated as National Arts and
Humanities Month. I urge all Americans to join me in recognizing the
special role the arts and humanities play in fortifying our unique
heritage.

National Arts and Humanities Month is a time when we recognize
the contributions of artists, scholars, museums, theaters, libraries,
schools, foundations, government agencies, and other organizations and
individuals who work to keep the arts and humanities a wvital part of
our lives. Throughout the month of October, let us reflect on the
breadth of artistic and humanistic endeavors that blossom freely
across our nation, and let us rejoice in the elogquence and meaning
they give to our ideas, hopes, and dreams as American citizens.

Oon this occasion, I voice my deep respect and pledge my continuing
support for the arts and humanities as essential ingredients of our
American way of life. I look forward to celebrating National Arts and
Humanities Month this October at the White House and with you in your
communities throughout the United States.
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I am delighted to be here to honor this year's winners
of the National Medal of the Arts and the Charles Frankel Prize --
men and women whose achievements represent the enduring power of the
arts and humanities and, in a larger sense, of the creative spirit in
all of our lives.

the cultural signature of this great nation They have enabled
Americans of all backgrounds and walks of Yife to gain a deeper
appreciation of who they are as individuals and who we all are as a
society, stirring our minds and our senses, stimulating learning and
"collective discourse, the arts and humanities teach us in ways that
nothing else can about the vastness and the depth of human
experience. They are our great equalizers. We'inherit them, and we
can all participate in them.

<;hroughout history,<;he arts iss humanities have been

Whether or not one plays an instrument, reads poetry,
learns to pirouette, or spends hours alone in a local art gallery, we
all have the capacity to be moved by a song, a poem, a story, a
dance, a painting. We can feel our spirit soar when we see an
intriguing film, or the sudden illumination of a new idea, or an old
idea put in a new way.’

At a time when our society faces new and profound
challenges, at a time when we are losing so many of our children, at
a time when so many of our people feel insecure in the face of
change, the arts and humanities must remain a vital part of our lives
-~ as individuals and as a nation.

For 200 years, the freedom of our artistic and
intellectual imagination has contributed to the quality of our civic
life. It has helped to shape American ideas of democracy, of
pluralism, of tolerance. Three decades ago, President Kennedy said
this: "There's a connection, hard to explain logically but easy to
feel, between achievement and public life, and progress in the arts.
The Jeffersonian era gave birth not only to the Declaration of
Independence, but also to beautiful Monticello. The age of Lincoln
produced the Emancipation Proclamation, along with the Hudson River
School of Painting and the writings of Ralph Waldo Emerson, Henry
David Thoreau and Harriet Beecher Stowe.

The first half of this century gave us universal
suffrage and the empowerment of American workers, as well as Charlie
Chaplin, Frank Lloyd Wright, William Faulkner, Marian Anderson and
Duke Ellington.

The same unbridled energy and potent imagination that
took Americans to the moon inspired rock and roll, Motown, modern
dance and a new emphasis on civil and human rights.

MORE
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Those of you gathered with us today are reminders that
the human imagination is still the most powerful tool we have in
moving forward as a civilization. You provoke our minds, you enliven
our senses, endow our souls, help us to give our lives meaning.
That's why public support for the arts and humanities remains
essential today and for generations to come. (Applause.)

Today, we are indeed fortunate to have inspiring new
leaders working in government to expand our artistic and humanistic
endeavors, to carry on our heritage to future generations. I'm very
proud of the work and the life that Sheldon Hackney and that Jane
Alexander have lived before they came to this work. I thank them for
their work here. 2And I tell you that we welcome all of you to give
us your ideas, your suggestions and your energy as we try to move
forward together.

Now it is a privilege to call forward the following
recipients of the National Medal of Arts.

First, the contributions of Walter and Leonore Annenberg
to American culture can literally not be overstated. The Annenbergs
have enriched our appreciation of the arts through public service,
publishing, and as board members of major arts institutions. They
have given generously of their time and their money. And they
provided among other things the magnificent portrait of Benjamin
Franklin, which hangs in the Green Room at the White House =-- one of
the most prized possessions of this, your American home. (Applause.)

(Medal is presented.)

The legendary vocalist and bandleader Cab Calloway has
had indeed a remarkable career -- one of the originators of American
jazz. An enduring figure in popular music, Cab Calloway added "Hi-
dee-ho" and the '"scat" sound to our musical vocabulary.

And for those of us who have lived a while, we can enjoy
seeing the brightness of his smile in our memories going back for
decades. He is an American original, and I am deeply honored that
he's here with us today. (Applause.)

(Medal is presented.)

MR. CALLOWAY: Hi-dee-ho! (Applause.) Thank you very,
very much. This comes on a very, very beautiful day for me. This is
my 49th wedding anniversary. (Applause.) My wife is here --.
(Applause.)

Literally for decades, Ray Charles has been one of
America's favorite singers. From his roots in Georgia, he became one
of the first great truly American singers, one of the first to
combine the dynamic energy of gospel music with rhythm and blues.
His songs are indelibly etched in the hearts of millions of
Americans.
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