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NATIONAL SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
LEONARD SLATKIN. MUSIC DIRECTOR

March 13, 1998

Mrs. Clinton
The White House
Washington, DC 20500

My dear Mrs. Clinton:

It was so kind and generous of you to take some time out of your overcrowded schedule
to see me. I thought [ would briefly summarize what I believe we eventually came up
with and see if it coincides with your thoughts.

We all agree that arts education in the public schools is vitally important and necessary to
every young person’s education. It creates a sense of historical perspective and, at the
same time, provides a key to the future. The President’s own Goals 2000 indicates this as
well, and we must all work to see that those goals are realized.

After reviewing my initial suggestion of a four-part electronic forum on music, we came
to the realization that something more basic would have to take place first. Towards the
end of the meeting, I believe we all got most excited about creating a series of sound,
print and video “bites” much in the manner of the campaign on behalf of the National
Dairy Association. Utilizing persons from wildly diverse backgrounds, we would ask
each of them to recount something of their childhood memory regarding how they were
introduced to the world of art in general and music in particular. It may have been
through school, church or home. The main thing is to be upbeat and to show the fire that
was ignited from that youthful spark. I believe the key to reaching young people, their
parents and educators will be the variety and diversity of the personalities chosen to
promote the campaign.

In addition, we felt that putting together a strong group of potential corporate and
academic sponsors should be implemented as soon as possible. Their behind the scenes
work and financial support is what will drive the campaign to the public-at-large and the
financial backers as well.

We could then progress to the next stage, which could feature something along the lines
of what I outlined. We also discussed kicking off this kind of campaign with a highly
unusual, but high profile event, featuring persons performing in some way or other in
ways not usually thought of or seen by the public, i.e. the singing Senators, Alan
Greenspan playing clarinet, various people from political, social and cultural climates
showing the importance of the arts as it affects them.
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I must tell you that more I think about this concept and idea, the more excited I become.
We are all grateful for what you have done to support the arts community in the past and I
am moved by your selflessness in making this commitment for the future.

Leonard Slatkin

cc: Melanne Verveer
Ellen McCulloch-Lovell



